SUSTODIAN'S AJOMUAL EEPORT XOR JOSHUA TREE EATEONAL MONUMENR

Aldsnated Lends

0f the ©38,808,3 asros within the Monument 185,134.6 acres
are still alienated although efforts, sterted in 1946, are still
being made to eliminate some of these by mdquiring the Southern
Pasific owned sections through exchangs, To date no agquieitions
of alienated lands have been gonsummated,

Land Exchenge Appliscations, which are now being processed,
are as follows:

Curtis 18,233,93 acres
Allen 1,917.,60 =
Truttier 1,600,00 *
MoClean a,m.u "

Dever 4,072,534 " <
Southern Peecific (Salton) 8,240,000 * b
Southern Paecific (Yuma) 640,00 *

City of Needles 5,820,386 "
Wilson=-Cummings

41,271,75 acres

An outright purchase of 12,836.34 acres of Southern Pagcifioc
land by the National Park Service is now being processed,

The Brady land exchange application, which would have elimi-
nated 38,980,829 acres of Southern Fasific land, collapsed.

During the year the Bureau of Land Management land examiners

spent conaiderable time exsmining the lands involved in the variocus
exghangos.

Many ocomplications were encountered in the land exchanges due
mainly to continued filing of Small Traet Applications (S-acre home-
sites) after the land exchange spplications had been filed.
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The Goat Basin Mine, which was played up consideradly by ocur
local opponents, went bankrupt. Their failure, and inability ¢o
pay their dsdis to local oreditors, 414 not sause tho Service
harm, Eowever, their mill uummu-mmtmm
offers better pouibmtiu.

The Mission Mine and Milling Compeny has spont en enormous
axount Of money in improving their property. They plen to ¢o custom
milling as well as operate their own mine. The projest is deing
finanged by a kr. 0'Conner, a wealthy los Angeles austioneer.

A looel chapter of the Western Mining Couneil was organigzed
during the yoay. A meoting waa held in Twentynine Palma attonded
by approximately 200 miners, land promoters, homesteaders, eta,
They are apperently attempting to orgsnisze all opponents of the
Monument to make a conoarted attempt o open the area to cach of
their several exploiting schemss,

Consideradle aotivity is in ovidence at the Kaiser ¥ine &n
the eaatern part of the Monument, The new railroesd and erushers
are about Gompleted and many new bduildings have desn erested. The -
emount and grads of ore is roported to de satisfastory for profite
able operation for many years to0 eoms.
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I$ $s very 44fficuls 0 evaluate the demage done to the
dotanical apesimseng in this area, The flower display along
seoondary rosds is maperior to that along primary roeds. The
display in aress away from all rosds is far superior to thet
along eny rosi, 7Too meny visitors take home “just one plant®
which nibdling prosess is degimning to ¢ 4in the reduction
of the mors apsdtastular plants like the 6acti,

Wildlife sppears to be holding its omn - veproduction
offseta the ogcasional xilling by Runters. However, deer and
sheap are far rore ssarce (almost never seen by visitors) than
1f adequate patrols oould de made,

An area gontaining 838,868 acres, 28 possidle entry roeds
and 208 miles of roads, plus untold milea of old roads remain-
ing from prospecting aoctivity, cannot bde adequately protected
by the Gustodien and two rangers who have ne oloridal help and
¥ho are required to spend practically all their time in the
headquarters office at Twentynine Palms, Not only have the
three employess bhean uneble to take their snnual leave but thay
have not besn able to take their compensstory time off,
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Hest oriticism comes from the faot that there is not
single public toilet in lLost Horae Valley, Keys View and
plades of ooneeatrated cumping. The Monument does not own a
single tolles, It is not difficult to vtmus asonditions

papey

especielly near camping avess. Toilet
lodged in the dmsh are in kean sompetition with ocur dosert
primrose, datura, eto,

E

¥We have doen able t0 acquire o0ld oil darrels for use as
inoinerators dut these are insdequate. The rangers, x0ed
orew mambders and fire oontrol aids 4o a areditadble job in
gathoring the refuse that is widely scattored, Designated
saxpgrounds, with some improverenta to encourage samping
within a presaribed ares, would better satisfy the visitors
and lessen the task of cleaning up after then,
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