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Raport No. 10A8
Joshua Tres Hational Monuaent
Twentynine Palowe, California
Juns 1, 1958
Menorandun
Tos The Director

¥rom: Supexintendant, Joshua Ires MNationsl Monument
Subjest: Aanusl Report - Fiscal Year 1958
Zaxsonngl

Elmer M. Fladmark, Superinteadent

Hesmel L. Barenfight, Supervisery Ranger

Brucs H. Black, Park Naturslist

Charles . Adams, Parh Ranger, trensierved to Virgin lslands

’ National Pexk, December 12, 1957

Jobn B. Chessman, Jr., Park Ranger, reported for duty
January 16, 1958

lawrence ¥. Knowles, Landscape Architect

Mildred I. Miller, Administrative Aid

Jean 8. Pavelka, Clerk Typist

Alva D. Conner, Mixed Gang Foremaa

Johu R. Bisnco, Operator-general

Raul E. Katgs, Caretaheor

Kennoth A. Van Tasssll, Truck Driver, Lt.

3 .
Seuald D. Miller, Information-Decepticnist, V.A.B,

Two seascual rangers are employed November through April,
and two £ire control sids are ewployed May through Ostoder.

One additional sesscnal ranger vas employed February 10
theough May 11, for the purpese of making & tvaffis flow study.
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Joslna Ives Rational Monument
Ssnazal!

According to old timers, the display of dssert flowers this
spring vas the best in thirty yesrs.
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Joshua Tres liatiomal Mooument

Ixayals

Travel to this area incransed tremsndously since ths first
of the calender yoar. The main resson was the cutstanding growth of
:tlanu. Anothsr, snd more lasting resscon, is the explosive growth

tion in southern Califormia. This growth is said to averasge
fifteen hundred persons per day. These pecple are all vithin two
hundred milas of this Mommment.
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Repext Bo. 10a8
Joshua Tree National Monument
lands:

There is grest and growing demand for desert land for
homesites. Prices of desert lands have increased to unbslievable
figures in ths pset two years. 8ix bundred dollars per scre fs
a0t uncommsn. Five yssrs ago this land vas selling for five te
ten dollars per acre.

There 16 tuch demand for private land within ths Monument.
Host of the prospective buyers went this land for base land in
working cut cxchanges with the Burgau of lLand Management for other
public domain land. A mumber of cwchangss have been started this

past yesr. lsarly twelve sections of land are involved newly
initiasted exchanges. This is in addition to fourtsen secticus
owned by the Southern Pacific Railrosd, and which will soen be ine
cluded in an exchange also.

B

Condemnstion Action, Civil 18045 BN is progressing sat-
tsfactorily. This tnvolvas 10,838.50 scres.

An approximate summary of scresges in exchanges, or
under condommeticn, plus land sequired by purchase in the past
yasr is as follows:

'Narious oxchanges now in progress, or

. about to be infitisted 22,561.12 scres
Condsmmation Action, Civil 18043 W 10,838.50 ecres
Lands scquired by purchase in the past year:

Cerl D. & Loona D. Henson 640.00 acres
Charxles L. & Ruth R. Stckes 450.09 ascres
Beth A. MeCall g.gg acres
Raymond Bubry , +G0 acres
Br. Allen Hslecott 2D 00 scres

Grand Total 34,819.71 sszer
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Joshua Tres Hational Mooument

Bablis Relations:

-In gensral, pudlic velations are very good. The Houument
is wvery popular, and we receive many favoreble comssnts on the ares.



Joshua Tree Hatiomal Mooument

Easrosckments

- There is still pressurs from a amsll Rivorside County and
Coschells Valley group for comdtruction of the Blug Cut Road through
the center of the Homument from Indio to Twentynine Palms.

The Western Mining Council would still like to havs

ths
area opsned to mining, but pressure for this is not strong at this
tima.,

There vas some prossure last summer for establishing a IV
translator astation in the MHonument. The request was denied, and &

suituble location has now been found cutside the ares.
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Joshua Tres mcm; Monument

Japxovensnts :

A thirty mile hiking and riding trsil was completed.
EBquestrians', Incorporated of Califoruia held their state ride
on this trail on May 30 and 31. This trail wes the first
MISSI0N 66 project for this ares, and dedicstion ceremcnies
were held oa the 3let of May.

A9 a part of this same project 3.8 miles of fixe
protection road was also constructed.

ole



Joshua Tree National Monument

Rxasestion:

We otill heve only two men oa our permsnent protsction
staff. Todate, we have had over 220,000 visitors since January 1.
Our protection staff is entirely insdequate to cops with this
voluue of travel in this area, whigh covers over § millicn acres.
The area suffers from this lack of protection as plants and rocks
are constantly being removed, and much dsmage is done to signs,
tebles and cemping sreas. 4Also, protection and information fer
the visitor is sericusly lagcking.
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Joshua Tres National Monument

Jassxpxetation:

Our one naturalist is unable to render the iaterpretive
sexvice we would like to give our visitors, especially ths campers.
Howevar, & great dest of benefit to tha Service £ being derived
from his efforts, and many thousands of visitors, and local resi-
dents, are baing helped to have a better understending of the ares.

Our nature treils bave been improved. The naturalist
has developed wore complete guides to these trails, and many thous~
ands of pecple are waking use of this service.
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~ Joshua Tree Naticnal Mooument

Hildlife:

Several gentle rains, and a heavy growth of sannuals has
resulted in mach better conditions for wildlife. Thers is & de-
cided iacresse {n smell memmals. Yater has been available oll
vinter at numerous natural teaks throughout the area., This fs &
texporary situation, and it would be wost desiradle to develop
dependable sources of water at various places.
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Joshus Tree Hationsl Monument

Elans. Maps. Suxveye:

Surveys wers mads, and master plaen drawings completed for
Belle Campground, Sheep Pass Oreup Cemp, the Ryan Riding and Hiking
Csmp, the Cap Rock Junction, and the Pinto Wye Junction.

The Winona and Mastodon claims were surveyed and mapped.
Private property lines between Hidden Valley Csmpground and the
Joshua Ires ontrance were located.

The Upper Covington Flat {ire protection rosd was survayed
aad constructed.

The master plan drawing for the OCasis Headquarters area
was revised.

Project Construction Propogsals for 1960 and 19:l uars
propered and submitted to WODC for recozmendation.

The completely revised MISSION 66 prospectus for this area
was approved on April 25.

olle
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Joshua Tree liational Monumant

Rassarch and Obasrvation:

The Univereity of Southern Califorunia has besen investi-
gating Indizn Camp eites in the Monument. Dr. Wallace has besn
supervising these studies. There still remains much to be done,

and final rosult will not bs known until perhaps late next fiscal
yOar.

Some infestation of Ips confusus in pinyon pine was
discovered about midwinter. It is not considared gpidemic, and
is declining.

Meavy growth of anmuals this spring bhas resulted in an
acute f£ire hazepd fn the west half of ths Momwment.

State Fish and Geme employces assisted in making &
thorough census of Bighora shoep last fall and summer.

Elmer N. Fladmark
Supsrintendent



A 2623
Report No. 1048

Joshas Trea Hatfsssl Monsment

July 1, 1958

Cover 3hest foxr Annual Report, Fiscal Year 1938 Supplement,
Joshaa Tree National Honumnt

Page
lLands 44
Encroschments 6A

Plans, Meps, Surveys 1la
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Report No. 10A8
Joshuua Tres Mastional Momment
Twentynine Palms, California
July 1, 1958
Memorandum
To: Ths Director
From: Superintendent, Jostma Tres National Monument
Subject: Ammual Repoxt, Fiscal Year 1958 Supplemsat
Lenda
E. A. Leuning, option signed 5 acres

Mymluhmrhum
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Jostwia Tres Hational Monument
Twentynine Palms, California

Ensxonchnants’

On June 17, Associats Direstor E. T. Scoyen conducted
a mesting on the proposed Blue Gut Roed. There was overwhelming
opposition to this project. The minority group in fsvor of this
projest is very insistent, and we can expest their continued
efforts to make the Park Sexvice build this road. We belisve
their next proposal will be for a road uwp Berdoo Canyon to the
cast of the Blue Cut route. The hsavy construction here would
be cutsids of the Monument. Ue continue to fesl that no wmore
roads should be built. After existing roads are improved ss
planned, our road system will be adsquate.
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Joshua Tres Naticual Momumsnt

2ians, Mepg, SUKVevs:

In late Juns, & topographic survey of part of the
Oasis Hesdguarters was completed.

Plans for employss quarters, and s visitor ceater
are in the making, and should be complete vell ahead of
availability of funds.

Elmer N. Fladmark
Superintendent



