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% A. King, Superintendent

Heamm} L. Earenfight, Swervisory Park Ranger

John 8. Adems, Landscape Architect - August 9, 1954 to present

Nre. Maesie C. Van Taseell, Olerk-~Typist - July 1, 1954 %o
October 21, 1954

Nrs. Mildred I. Miller, Clerk-Pypist — November 8, 1954 %o
presend

Alve D. Connoy, Mixed-Gang Foreman

John R. Bianco, Operator-Genersl

Paul RE. Kats, Leborer

Seasonalt
nald D, mner. Information-Recepsionist, July 1, 1955 to
Fodbruary 13, 1355
Charleg C. Mma. Jr.e, Park Ranger, November 11, 1954 %o
May 9, 1955
Hezberts D. Cornell, Park Ranger, September 15, lgg;gto Harch
Wendell L. Howard, Laborep, July 6, 195“ $0 Navoh 17, 1955
Phil. D. Smith, Ladorer, Septemder 27, 1954 to Jume 3, 1955
Elmer R. Camp, Laborer, December 13, 19 %0 May 27, 1955

Buring the fire season thres Fire Oontrol Alds wre hired;
two on full-time basgls and one on a W.A.E. Dasis.

The position of Informatien-Begeptionist vas filled om a two-

w basis por week { Saturday and Smday) at Headguarters, giving much
nseded gorvice to visitors.

One edditional Beasonal Ranger position was ocoupled over the
period Septemder 20, 1954 %0 Mareh 26, 1955- Vhile this afforded nesded
protectien dnring the period of heavy use, % is evidend that more sdsquate
::otccuon on & yeay around bdasia , in 1ight of inoveased use, is impers~

V8
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" The quest for urenium by neophyte prospsctors added sn
extra burden to the imadequate ranger staff te prewent prospecting
and the lgo:tion of fllegal claims on park leads.

The need for a full-time naturalist vas clearly indieated
throughout the yesr wvith increcsed demsnds for off-area talks, on-
the-ground interpretation, and lack of essential research. It was
negessary therefore to aseign the gupervisory park rangesy. $he scason-
al rangers and to some extem$, the Superintendent, to vamdous phases
ef ths interpretative program im oxder to meet minimum regqul rements
by the pudblie.

Better planmning oa the field land was assured by the trans-
f.o;hof Landscape Architect John S. Ad=ms to Joshuo Tree om Auguat 9,
1954.

In addition to the items 1isted under Kaps, Flans and

Surveys, Kr. Adams has also initiated field stuiies for enlargemeat
of various campgrounds vithim thes Konument, completed planting =t
the Oasis Headquarters Administrative Bullding, prepasred texts for
signboards, and aesisted the Superimténdent in preparing various

orts conoerning planning and construstion matters. Arproximately

of Mr. Adams' time is spent on work for Death Valley Natiomal
Nonuaent. : ’
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Seneraly |
'd

One additional natural history Srall was completed

and put in operatiom et Indiem Cove in December, 195%. %his

trail, together vith the axisting trails, proved to be very

popular with a large seguent of Honwmaent visitors, many of vhoa

indicated thsir appreciation by writing short notes on the trail-

guide leaflets.

Boad mainterance barely kept pass with increased vehicular
use of the entire road system. OConsiderable dsmags resulted on
Boute Ho. 2 from heavy snows and run-off, requiring an abnormal
emount of patehing.

Dust palliative treztment was applied on some six and
one=hslf miles of Route Ko. 1 through Pinto Basin, leaviag only
10.4 miles of untreated surfzce on the morth-gouth routs through
the Monument. This route is betoming increagingly populsary by

visitoras coming from the East on Highway 60-70 who wish %o visi$
Josghun Tree Nationsl Monwmens.

Fands from contingenay recerves were made available to
us in the amownt of $3800 in May for purshase of S0-2 road oil.
These matericls amounting %o 140 tons were spplied as a reseal
on Route No. 1 from Seal Rocks to the south bdoundary. Also an
additiénsl 4 mlle gtretoh of the ssme routs vas dust palliatively
$reated, thus redusing the umtreated portion of Route No. 2
(Pinto Basin) to six miles only - a redl improvement.
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Sravels

Pravel during 1954 calenl2y yesr recched an all-time
high of 260,730 visiters. It appears reasonsdle to prediet thad
1955 will reach a nevw high of 300,000 visitors or move. This ia
- 1ght of the fast thet travel during the first half of ths 1955
oslendar has excesded the previous year dy about 208. The pre-
ponderance of visltors are from California, with lLos Angeles and
enviroas contriduting the greatest ammder.

Campground use increased inm proportiom to increased visgita-
tion. Organiszed groups inoluding Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Chureh
groups, ani the U. 8, Narine Corps vere much in evidensce throughout
the year., This impact was borns largely by the Sheep Pass Growp
Camp which was estcblished lest year, thus relieving ths other ecamp~
grounds, especlelly during periods of heavy use.
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Londe:
Land Exchanges were dlsappointing during the las$ year,
bothas %0 smount ascguired amd the canpellation of $wo exchonges
vhich wers panding. Hegotiations with owners of sudstzntial hold-
ings in ths lHonument indiecate that acquisition by purchose is 5
prodadly the only solution. '

The U. S. Attorney's Office in Los Angeles recently
filed a suit im Condemmation to acquire some 1100 parcels of tax-
deed land in Pinto Basin. Another milestone will be achieved if
this action meets with success.

Lands acquired Sthrough exchonges during the year were
as follows:

Deed No. 20 Allen Exehange 20 acres

The Carter and Singer purchases oa Pinto Basin lands ’
are ia the process of completion, deeds having bBeem drawn up, and title
gearches instituted.

Starting about Octoder 1, 1954, tremendous interest in the
search for uranium vas generated in Southerm Czalifornia. Erroneous
informatien was disseminated in some gquarters th=t Joshua Tree Nation-
al Monumemt was open to prospecting and mining. The result was that
many peopls had to de deSerred from loccoting mining claims on Monu~
ment lands by the rangers in the fleld and through information dissemin-
ateld at Headquorters. There may bde some illegal cleims looczted on
Monument lamnds of wvhich wve ere not aware.

The Western Mining Council was successful in prevailing
on the 0alifornia Legislature to pass Joint Resolution No. 5, mam-
orialising the President and the Congress of the United States %o
open Joshna Tree to prospecting =nd mining. This group has indicated
that t key will continue %0 press for legislatioa to open the monument
to marestricted mining and prospecting.

On the other hand, the Desert Protective Councill supported
by comnservation gz roups, service clubs and eivia organisations, have
taken a strong stand supporting the present status of the Nomment.

Bver increcaging use of Joshua Tree Netiomal louument by the
gnl publie for recreation, edusation smd inspiratiomal purposes,
hy otttwvelghs any use vhich vould impsir its natural values. The Moo~
went as it stands todsy and im the future will coantridute to She wel-
fave of this nationte grestest asset, its "Human Resources’, ta 1ight
of vhich the possidble extrz=otion of valuable minerals is iasignificant.
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Publio Belaticns;

Requasts by Service Clubs, Civie Groups, Churches amd
Sohoole, for talks on natural history subjeets were filled during the
year vithout exceptiom. These included talks at Bellflowver Eigh Sohoo}s
1os Angeles; Tusaipa Women'g Clud; Twentynine Palms High School} Banning
Lions Clud; Kivanis Clud of Beaumont; Rotary Clud, Tweniynine Palms;
IAttle Church of the Dssers, Twentynine Palws; Marine Wives C1wd,
Twentynine Palms; Clarcmond Conservetion Conferemse, Balch Hzll, Soripps
College; Presd¥yierian Junlor Eigh Touth Grouwp, Twventynine Palms; Smoke
Treo Ranch, Palm Springs; snd Boy Seoad and Cud Sconmt Groups im all
aeardy towvnss

The Superintendent appeared bBafore ths Desert Protective
Council on two scoseloms, primarily to inform the growp regarding the
future development plons for Joshua Trec Eationsl Monument,.
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Improvemente;

Axhidit panels depicting plant, animsl 1ife, and sarly
histoxy of Joshun Tyeo Bational Nonuasnt were yeceived from the
¥asemm Branch early im March, 1955. %heme were insztalled im $he
Bxhibi% Boom a2t Headquartars, and have proven to de a great source
of interest to Moaument visitors.

The gas and oil storasge building at the Oasis S8ite was
completed im May, 1955. %his building is surrounded by a 5 fool
pasonry wall sreoted early dm 1955, which completely sncloses the
utility area.
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Brotestiomd

As indiczted elsevhsre in this report ths prodlem of
protection 18 vexing. Some slight rovement in proteotion may
be forthooming in the FPiscsl Year 19% if funds are sppropriated
as anticipated for one sdditional perk ranger position. This will
1ot afford adequate protection dus %o abmormal increzse im travel.

. The destruction of nztive shrubs adjacend to campgrounds
for use as fuel 1s naking iuroads on the vegetatlve cover. This
prodlem will not be solved uatil such time as fuel vending facilities
are zvailable in each campgrowmd., To date we are mot aware of any
suitadle facility for dispensing fusl that $s available,
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Iatesprotations

¥e are grateful to the Buseum Branmoh for comstrueting the
panels 2ow o8 dlisplay &n the Exhidit Boom a t Headquarters. The
story of plant adaplation and factors influsncing arid conditions
on deserts have proven to Be of great intersst to viesttors.

One additional nature trcil was installed during the
year, this one at Indian Cove. This trzil is primarily concerned
vith botany, dubt geological information on the area 1s algo included.

During the year arrangements were made with Southwestern
Nationsl Monuments As® clation $0 furmish us with publications to
sell at Headquarters for interpretation of the natural history of
the area, Sc2les have besn averaging well over $100 per month. Profits
from these sales vill be crodited to Joshma Tree vhen woe have our owm
natuoral history assoclation.

The rough draft of "Higtory of Joshua Tree National Nonment®,
writter by V. Eghexrt Schenck of Twentynine Palms, and ¥Frank R. Givens,
former Superintendent of Joshua Tree Hational Honment, has bDeen reviewed
in Washington with notationa and correctiomns, and returned to Joshua Tree
for review and hags Bow been re-written and is nov ready to submit fox
fins]l reviev end possible pudlication.
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vildiife:

Cbgervations made in the field during the past year
indicote that the Bighorn Sheep are at le=gt holding thelr own.
One adult rem sugscumbed from naturzl ezuses at Joet Palms Sanyon
and one was killed on the Twentynine Palme Hlghway by an cutomobile.

The survey contemplated by Dr.Helunt K. Buschner amd
Biologist Lowsll Sumner may reveal vhether or not lung-worm infection
19 prevalent among the animals.

Deer in the upper rezches of the Monuwxent were obgerved
occasionally bat populations are not thought to de inomessing.

Coyotes were observed fairly often by Loth visitors and
-Monument personnsl from the lover to highest elevations.

Rabbits were in evidence but mot in grest nmabers.

The Samorzn Chipmunks are quite mamerous in the wvicinity of
Hldden Valley Gampground. Beachey Ground Sguirrel continne to multi-
Ply in the vicinity of the various campgroumds.

Both Gambel and Nommtain Quail are observed throughout the
Honument with the former being the most populous.

Striped Skumks are observed around the campgrowmd; two
trapped in garbege battels vere released by rangers during the year.



Annwal Report — Fiscal Year 1955 - Joshua Tree Page 11

g;m. Hcps, Surveys:

A gurvey made in Harch by the Bureaun of Public Rosds
of the proposed "Biue Cut® road through Joshua Tree National
Monumsut, indicates thot the route 18 not economically feasidle.
As a matter of fact the B.P.R. survey reflected construction
costs in exsess of the figures sudnitticd by Service englaesrs.
The Burezu estimates the "Blue Cut-Faa Hill'route =t a total
cost of $1,642,000 and the "Blue Cut-Pusha valla®"Canyon Route
a$ $2,015,000. In addition the report indicates that heavy amnusl
maintenanse costs will acorue if the road is constructed.

During the winter months the Geologicel Survey and
Arny Engineers vorked on map surveys in the southern and northemn
parts of the Monument,

PFlans for the Oasls snd Pinto Wye Naintéhance Areas
vere completed or wsre in the desiga stage during the year. The
following plana were completed in the field: Cottenwood Spring Foot
Prail Re-alignments Directional Sign at Headruarters; Fleld Data
Oasnle Mainienance Area; Sign Data; Information Booth; Plans and
Deteils for Exhidit Room; Vieltor Use Graph; Engineerinz Room
Addition 4o Headgquarters Bullding; ZTopogrephical Survey, Pinte
Wye Utility Ares; Preliminary Draving, Pinto ¥Wye Utility Area.

The Master Plan Development Outlime bas been rewrittea
and findal submission will be made pending the outcome ¢f the Yee

Stw Survey.

A number of plems prepared in this office by the resident
Landsoape Architect for Dezth Valley Eational Monummen$ will de listed
in the Death Valley Annual Report.
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Hemorioles "
nemoriel plaqus honoring Hrs. Shaman Hoyt, early

alvooate for the estsblishnent of Joshua Tree National Menumen$
vas dediceted at Saltom View on May 30, 1955 at 1300 P.M.

Dr. Philip Muns, Direotor of Santa Ana Botsmie Gaxrdem at
Claremont gave the principal addreas. The plague was gponsored
by the Joahwn Tres Yoneng Olud.

8axmaed A. King,
Suporintenient



