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JOSHUA' TREE MATIONAL BORUMENY Rofer tos A2623
Twentynine Palms, Calif,

Eenorantm

Tos The Director

Froms Superintendent, Joshua Tree
Subjeets Annual Repert

Pexaonne]s |

Samuel A, King, Superintendent

Hoamel I, Farenfight, Supervisory Park Ranger
Mra, Macgie Ce Van M]-l’ cmk‘TyPiat
Alva D, Conner, Mixed Gang Foreman

John R, Blaneco, Light Truek Driver

In addition, two permanent peeiticns were unoncumbered,
namely, Crerator Cemeral and Laborer Isadman, One Ssascnal Fanger
position 1s encumbered from KRovember 1, 1953 through April, 1954.

During the fire season three Fire Control Aids are hired,
twe on full-time basis and omw on ¥,A.F, basia.

- During Hay end Jure it was pessitle to have an Informatione
Fecepticnist assirmed for woek end duty at headquarters. This was
mede poasitle by the Fegicnel Director by relinquishing contingeney
regorve funds.

0w entire staff is to be complimented for thelr umstinted
efforts and achiovemontas Suring the 1954 Piseal Year., Staffing has
besn adequate in maintenance and rehabilitation activities, but the
pretection and interpretive sections were wholly imsdequate., A good
portion of time was spent bty tho superviscry ranger on construction
yrograns during the year, especially the new adainistratica btuilding
in addition to his reguler protection responsibilities.

On the basis of present travel trends and increased publie
usege, Jochua Treo Haticnal Homment 1s definitely understaffed in
both protective and interprotive persomnel, Adequate etaffing in
thess two dspartnments in light of present and antiecipated travel to
an avea eccuprising eome 558,000 acres would the follcwing

1s 1 Chief Ranger, 2 Park Rangers, 3 Seasonal Park Rengers,
and 1 Eaturaligt, '
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During the fiseal year jJust concluded decds afguired
through exchenge for the following propertiss weye received:

Dsed Ho, 16 Fewton Bxehange 2,109.36 acros

Deed Yo, 17 BHensler Fmchange 1,280,828 acres

Deed Ko, 18 Scuthern Pacific Railrcsd €40,00 acres
Doed Hoe 19 Keliper Exchange ——df0s00 asres

Total sequived 10,1824 acres

I em grateful to the very efficient people in cur lands
divigion for thelir frultful efforts in working out these oxchanges,
I realizse that thore are many cazplexitiss in achieving this difficult

regponsibility, but cech parcel acquired trings us a littlo eloser to
the ultimats goal. '

Current negotiations with %r. %, F. ¥onated for some 720
acres cf land in Queon Valley may be realised in the neer future,
#r, Honstad bas filsd an infermal application for an exchange involve
ing scme low grede aoreage in the publie dcmain north of Desert Center,

So far as is known here, the sult to te eroucht by the
Ue S. Attorney in the condemnation preceedings on the texedeeded
landa in Pinto Bsain has not been filed,

The mining groups are still ative in the prcpoaal te have
Joghva Tree Rational Homment opensd for progpecting and mining, %The
Fiverside Mining Council prevailed on the Riverside County Board of
Supervisors to pase a resolution favoring such aetion.

On July 15th, a group representing the San Bernsrdine
Rining Counell, appoared before the San Bernardino Commty Board of
Supervisars, recuesting that they also pass such a rescluticn,

Scmo 964 mining clains were invalidated during tye yeer
through processing by the Bureau of land Management, This vas mede
pesaitble through funds supplied by the Serviee,
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attitude of this group toward the Eaticnal Park Servies will attain
a more cordial aspect 1f we are able ¢to improve the pregont road

accomp

aye revertheleass cordial, In fact, the Jeoshua Tree Chamber cof
Commerco passed a rescluticn gupporting the stend of the National
Park Service in disproving the propcsed "Elue Cut® road.
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The highlight of schisvement at Joshua Treo Nstiomal
Nomment during the 1954 fisecal yoar was the construction of the
Administration Puilding at the Oasis, ocmplated on February 28, 1954.
The bullding is definttely a credit to the Bervies ard funmed

mmmrthmmmmmmu
officient manner, -

Imwummmwmmm

wmique deaign irecrporated into the tullding which is in perfect
haroony with the enviroment.

Mnothor milastone was achieved in the latter part of the
fiseal year when 4.9 miles of road on the Pinto Easin Foute wes
treated with a dust palliative coat of SCe2 0il. This reduces the
untreatad portion of the Pimto Eesin Route to appreximately 15 miles.
Somo 16 miles on the Salten View Road was givon & seal coat of 86-2
o1l to stabilige tho treed.



in use at Pinmaclos Ngtiocnal Homment. I they are succoasful thers,
we intond to sxplore tho pesaibility of plseing one
of car cempgroundis.
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ettbcumila,mlybch k and Iniian Cave, have the
deseriptive labels under glasa, The other two, Cholla Gerden end
Cap Rock are provided with mmbered posts and guhhm. During
the first six months of 1954, an eatimated tetal of 23,925 porsens

nads use of the various natural bistory trails,
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Fron observations made Yy Service and othey
individuals, wo bellove the Bighorn Sheep ney Yo
a 30liadls

One meuntain lion was cbserved by a visitor near

Pags end one set of tracks was reperted in the vieinity of
Cottonwood Spring.

Coyotes moved in gemerally during the latter pert of
the fall of 1953, then there scemed to te a downward trend in
nabers during the aspring months. Thias, together with fswer rabbits
in evidence, tends to point up the peasibility that the eoyotes
lovied upon the rabbits, then moved to adjacent aross.

Boochey Ground Squirrsls seem to be faring well on
provenier made availabls by visitors at the varicus eampgrounds,

Antelope Ground Squirrels are very scuch in evicdence
throughout the momment and are & great source of interest to
park visitors.

Cembela (uail sppear fairly mmercus and Moumtain Quei
aye cbserved in amall mmters, .

Very dry conditions have prevailed for the most pert
during the last fiacal year in Joghua Tree. Total precipitation
for the calendar year 1953 smounted to 1,31 inches onlyl Total
rrecipitetion for the 1954 calendar year to date is l.21 inches,

Sarmwl A. King



