¥ay 28, 1949
KEMORANDUM for the Direotow,

This refers t0 your Infommational Msmoyendum for All Field

0ffices, dated April 88, requesting a report of the most significant
ovents of the 1949 fiscal year.

The following topics are presented on the sheods attached hexeto,
1. Private Holdings,

8¢ Travel,

S+ Botenical Display.

4. Mining,

Frank R, Givena,
Superintendant,

ce: Region Four (2)



Exivate HplAings.

- Blimination of private holdings is still our bLiggest task
although the threat of developmant of sudh holdings has deen mtchny
reduged by the very definite drop in real estats valuss,

The Service has completed the purchase of 18,036,84 asres of
land fyrom the Southern Paeific Co. The Oustis Land Exchango has
been completed whish eliminates 18,833,983 asres of Southern Pacifioe

Land, Other land sxchanges sre in varying degress of completion,

While the dowmward trend of real estate valuss has reduced
threatened development of private lands within the Monumant it has
also reduced the desire to agquire pubdlic domain which has resulted
in fewer exchange applications and, in some inatances, the withdrewl
of exchange applications that wers 'in the mille’,
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Ingreased travel resulted in scme very undesiredle oconditions
such as the inadequacy of the Salton View parking avea which acocmodates
only about seven cars, the very unsanitary conditions &ue to laock of
toilet fecilitios and the ascattcring of debris dus %o lack of canp-

m faoilities,

JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL MONUMENT
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Retenioal Display.

The almoet unprecedented snowfall of fyom two to thyee feot
produged the dest display of wildflowere in the at least
ton years, The display undoudbtedly assounts for same of the indvessed
travel. A large mmber of photographers snd solentific groups visited
the Monument, Sawyer's Viewzaster sent a photogrephsr t0 take piatures
for a proposed series of resls for their Viewnaster., Whan and
rools are pladed on the market it will undcudtedly
publioity for the area,
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cc: Regtlon Four (8)



During the fisea) year, s total of 9,990,046 acves of
mmowummMmmlmumm
exchangss. This, combined with the 10,853 agre exchange and the
18,836 acre purchase in early 19549, makes a total of 40,860.5)
agres 0f Southemn Paocific scquired sinse January, 1949. A
mumbey of other oxchangss, some quite sisable, are expected %0
be consummated in the immgdiate futuve,

All Scuthern Pasifie land in the Momumen$ is included
in the land exchange applications. Eowever, scas of the ex-



Travel for April, 1950 showed
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Intexppetetion
Cur firse ¢ interpretstive displsy, though very
nodess, gained oonsi attention, As the lational Park

Sexvice does not own a hesdquerters %uilding and fita rented
facilities axe inadequate, ths Josdua Monmunent National Bank
offered space and purchased a showoase T cur use. We pre=-
pared axhidits, mainly oa the prehisterisc Pinte Indians, snd

bung a mmber of 80" X 24" soanfie yhotogrephs on the wall of
the new snd modern bank building.



