Jaly 6, 1948
MERMORANDUM for the Direeter,

mmmmmmmmm
Jaather Gonditicns

Maxismam teperature for the year, on July 19

Einfisum texperature for the year on January 29

Total rainfall for the year, 1,80 inches, Nomsal §.08 inches,

Total rainfall this Wu year %0 date, .08 inches, Normal, 1.54 inches

The past year was charucteriged by exospiionally dry eonditicns. Sinee
the preceding year was also exceptionally dry it ensbles us to dstermine which
mm-nmu-mmmwmmmn-wh
a dosert avea during a dry periocd,

Zxoposed Boyndaxy Changes

Congressman Sheppard®s Bill, HR 8798, introduced on Merch £8, 1947, hes
received considersble oriticisn by all factions opposing the lonument regeamde
less of its offect, if pessed, on the individuals themselves. BEven though
the 3111 would sliminate and opea up over 800,000 soves of minoreliszed land
the Mining Assoaistion violently opposed the Bill,

The House Publie Lands Sud-Committse held hearings in Sem Bernardino on
Ootoder 1, 1947. A mmbder of problems, suong them the Sheppard Bill, were
h«ﬁhythaomntn. The opponants 0f the Bilil were numerous snd varied.
They were also vosifercus, Several supporters of the Monumant, not nodes~
sarily proponents of the Bill, spoke in behalf of the moasure.

% supporters feel it might have been detter for the Service
toh«noypu the measure oF at least to have assumed an attitude of ine
differende deasuse our opponents fight every messure which we fuvor. Eowever,
we gan now point out that mnuummuwumm.mmur
the more highly mineralized sections bLut opposed She measure,

Status of Private Lands |
The following is a summary of the land status as of June 350, 1948%
Federal Lends 683,188,90 asves
State Sehxool Lends 20,0890 * °

State Sehool Lands (Right of Jelsaticn 18,803)¢
Southern Pacifie Lend Coxpmny 117,008,438 *~ ¢
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to sevisien wyward, State Sedoel qlaing
lsnd pine £1,600.00 soves »ight of selestimm
o Any sevisioa wpward would reduge the Federal
by a coPresponding emount,
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ecreags is smaller than previocusly seported. The previcus

2] was Sased on Southera Pesific lands as of 1948, Sudesgumnt
%0 1948 the Scuthern Pasifie Caxpany sold epproxizmately 4,349.Y7

agres to private individuals, Other Private Lends have been fne-

eyeased by Shis smount,

**¢ These figares will de sudjest to wevision downward due to Guneys
rodesning their land on the strength of Movument development,

mtmmuu-nnotmmmummmom'wm
alisnated lands within the Homumentt
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Sentharn Paeifie Lendsys

Gurtis Exshange : 18,833,933 esves
Allen Exchange 1,017,860 v
Trottiey Exchange 1,608,00
HoOlean Rxehengs 8,507.08 °
Dever Exchange 4,018,854 *
Seuthern Pasifio (Salton) Exehenge 2,540.,00° *
Southern Pecifie (Yuma) Exchenge 0,00 *
City of Heodles exchange 8,880.36 :

Haticnal Park Serviee cutright purchose

State 3ehicod lapdas

Exchange applieation by State dated Mareh £6, 1948 9,600,00 agres
Exchange application by State dated Mereh 89, lﬁ“m : .

*Mhis ineludes all State Sekool land in Monumen$ that is owned o
oclaimed by right of selestion,

Thaze are 68,404.54 asres of Southern Pasifie land not encumbered §n
eny aoquisition proesdure. About 10 spplieants are desirous of eatering
exchangs applications shieh, desed on $heir desived lands, would meve than
elininate this agresge.
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During the year wo were threstened with veriocus private land developments
in dessrt real estate transastions has Sexporerily

Mining omnversation is very aotive but astunl production is at a stand~
still, We know of no gold mine that is produding although a large nuaber ave
boing improved and developed mazinly, we delieve, to make them presentadie to
prospective investors,

The Goat Basin Mine, which was played up considerably dy our logal 0p-
ponents, went bdankrupt. Their failure, sad inadility %0 pay “hoir debd$s to
loeal creditora, did not canse the Service any ham, However, their xmill s
being moved t0 a new location which offers better possidilities.

The Mission Mine and Milling Oompsny hes spent an enormous auount of
money in improving their property. They plen to do austom milling as well as
operate their own mine, The prejeat is deing financed dy a My, 0'Cannor, a
wealthy 1os Angelos amationeer.

A local chapter of the Western Mining Oouneil was organised Quring the
yoer. A meeting was held in Twentynine Palms attended by approxizately 200
ainers, land promoters, homestesders, ets. They are apparestly attempting
t0 orgenize all opponsnts of the Monument to make a doncerted attempt to
open the area to each of their saveral exploiting scheames.

Consideradle aotivity is in evidence at the Kaiser kine 4in the castem
part of the Moamaent, The new railrosd and ¢rushera ere shout ecmpleted and
many new duildings hate been erected. The smount end grade of ore is reported
%0 bo satisfastory for profitadle operstion for many years to scma,

Erotesiion

It 1s nryctmmtu«dmotummummm apeti-
mens in this area. Ths flower display along seoondary roecds Lo superior %o
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that along primary roads, e display in arees awsy fium all roads is fer.
_ Saperior 90 that along muy oed. THO many visitors takw hoe “"just cne
pleant® whi¢h niddling process is beginning to result in the redustion of
the move spestesuler plants like the ¢asti.

¥il4life appears 10 de holding 1%e omn - peprodustion offsets the o9~
Gasional killing by hunters, EHowsvor, deer and shesp are far more siarde
(almost never seen by visitors) then if sdeguate patzols 6ould e mode,
roads

An area oontaining 033,200 sores, B2 possidle oniry
miles of roeds, plus untold miles of 014 ads remaining from prospsdt
aotivity, cemnot be sdequately protested by the eustodien and two
wio have no alerical help and who are reguired o spend practically all
Sheir ¢ime in the hesdquarters office at Twentynine Palms, Kot only hswe .
the three ®xployees besn unable 0 Sake their annual leave dut they have
not deen adle to take their compensatory time off, :

Road Maintenanes

Inoressed Sravel and smoother roads, resuliing in faster travel, tend
t0 make 0iled roeds almost a nesedsity. Zagh ear removes a Gonsideradle

szount of 001l (Gust) which not culy requires replasing dut cesuses diseomfors
to visitors,

i

Bids wore regeived for spraying dust palliative on two G-mile sactions
of roed, one in Indian Cove and ono section just inatde the Twentyning Palms
entrande, The did {s now ewaiting tho Director's approval or disapproval.
Not only 1s the o1l treatment nedessary $0 maintain good road conditions but
it would {ndicate that $ho Monuuent ia endeavoring to develop ths area and
improve the roads as soon as the alienatsd lands can de asquired, This
would gain scme mnch-gieeded support from residents of adjeocent soncmnities.

Congideradly more maintenance was made posaible through more efficienoy
by the eoquiasition of thwes dump trucks, a trestoremounted 4irt loader, a
G0 6x8, a low bed trailer, portadle service etation snd some minor items,
An effort is boing made t0 dring the »oads back up to grade by replacing
road material, removed by passing cars, with deoomposed grenite which is
more stable than the normal gand roads, Building up the rosds will not only
result in detter dirt roads dut will provide a morec stable dase if and when
the dust palliative treatmant descmes poasibdle,

The 78.9 miles of minor primary roeds are kept in good oondition sxvept
for a S-mile secotion through Pinto Basin which will require hsuling many
loads of desouposed grenite. The 38,8 miles of minor sescndary rosds are
Sust passadle for drivers who Inow the desert., Adbout one round twip per
year with the maintainer 16 all that our force can asoauplish, The 88,8
mdles of Adxinistrative and Protestion roads redeive almost no atteation
other than meyely keeping then passable for our own equipment,

Two 4200-gallon o) storege tanks, Wm«rmiﬂ{mmad

near the Pinte "Y" prosd jundtion. Thaey will be used for st road ol
%0 be used in yepairing roads which are proposed o de treated with a dust

4



palliative in the near futurve,

The erestion of & tanporary rosd sguipmsnt Stovege shed, asquived
under PL 478, was started in the aves near PEn0 °T° yead Sunsticn, This
protection 1s greatly noeded for our several pledes of new equipment due
%o extrems weather ¢onditions. 790, there fs eonsideradlis thievery fwom
She equipnant when 1t 19 lefs in the open.

Eropexty igquired wnder P. L. 418
Daring the past year we received the following equipment under FL 4¥8:

Tracks, 10-ton (3 eseh) Umsed
Hespons Caxrvier Used~good
D=8 Caterpillar Bulidosey Used~good
GO Carge Tmiok Used-gnod
Geaerating Plant, KVA Unused
Tyvewriter Uaed-good
Outting ocutfits (8 eandh) Usedegood
Gasoline storage tanks (S each) Unused
Bsnch grinder : Used=good

This area was fortunate in receiving very good equipment and juat 4n
tizme, During the past year the quality of offered equipment changed fyom
vory gc0d at tho beginning of the year to very poor nsar the end. Our
recent observaticns are that only an occasional piece of acceptable oquip~
ment can be expaected from agsnales in Southern Oalifornia.

Zxavel

During the fiscal year travel inoreased 29% over the previcus year,
Travel figures, based on automatio traffis gounters end estimastes on rosis
not having $raffis sounters, indicate that 17,302 c¢ars entered the Lionumsnt,
Using an average of 3§ visitors per car, which during spot ohecks was found
to be very closs, we ostimate that 60,5808 visitors entersd the lignument,

Zoxost Jire Profection

During the past fiscal year this erea had only one reportable fire,
Cn June 823 the 49 Pulms Oasis was burned through the ocarelossness of two
Juvenile boys pleying with fire., A toScl of 44 largs palos were entirely
burned oxcept for the trunks, 6 were partly bumned and 3 were untoushed,
Righteon s=qll palms were pertly dturned., It is expected that a zumbder of

the large palxs will put out new fronds and survive., YThe 49 Palms fire was
confined to 1} aaves.

One 8P«4 Tire Control Ald and one BP«S Fire Gontyol Afd cake dally
patrols in the Mopument during fire seascn which is generally from liay 10
to Cotoder 18, Eagh Ald uses @ weapons ocarvier sonverted to a fire petzal
Sruak, ones of which is a pumper trusk, the other being equipped with a
nunber of baskpuape.



Radio sets ave installed in sach of the .
mmmmaumumma rmmtnm. mmmm
and ressive nesssges through Indio, Perris or Sen Bernardizo when they ave in
umxmmmymmmmmmmmm

A comprekensive S=day fire training sehool was scmpleted on June 1.
The progrenm called for astive partiscipation on the part of the entire m
nel aonsisting of 11 «xployess, e

Firewardea bodges, obtained through the Sdate livision of ?omtry.
held by Givens, Stratton, Zarenfight, Caxp and lake.

Safety

No employescs of this area were involved in adeidents or sustained injuries
requiring treatment. No visitor sustained an injury as far as we know although
two cars oollided, dus to exscossive speed, and one gar turnad over on its side
in ettenpting to negotiate a osurve at high apsed. There were probabdly other
agoidents involving visitor cara but they were not reported,
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Althouga ocur foxge eonsista of caly eleven employees we feel fortunate
in heving a perfeot safety record, particularly sineo most of the fores is
steadily engaged in operating heavy 10ad equipment,

7#ith one exception, and this 18 deoing correated, all our motorized
squipment ia provided with a firast aid kit and a carbon tstrachloride fire
extinguisher, In addition t0 this, & nunber of our vehiocles oarry backpunp
aa an additional procaution §n case of fire,

Sonelusion
Too frequantly the importance of an area is judged by its iLmprovements
and developments and not by what the area has to offey, ./n otherwiss favore

eble impreasion 13 eompletely nullified by l:ok of fasilities particularly
in a Kational Park Service arec where high standamd acsomodations are expested.

Ve appresiate the difficulty of meking any developmant or definite plans
in this area with its complex land problems, Whateover excuse we have it does
not satisfy our many users and it bohooves us to make aush developmonta as
are posasible at the earlisat podsible data,

A laxrge davelopaent 18 not indicated in this arca tut whal 12 noceded 18
of great importance, OCampgrounds with tables and fireplacss, toilets and
garbage fooilities would require a relatively small eppropriation and would
somplotely ohange the atmosphore of the avea which 48 now ons of negleot.

A small interpretive shelter at Eeys Viow should receive early attention.
0iled roads are highly desiradls but are not our zost urgent need,

Josinia Tree National Monwsent is 18 years 0)4 and has not recsived
oae gont for now constauction o physical improvements. We hope to be Vobh



the chstesles that

%o more fully
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of tho aven,

Trak R, Givens
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