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#with the ending of hostilitiea, thora hes besp un upuwing in travel to
Park Service aroas and Joshue Treo has hed a correspendincly larger visite
ation than during the wur years. Cur sppropriztiocn, being amall, barely
gave us encugh funds ¢o maintain the xouds in falrly good condition end 4A4d
not ;rc7ide for any other fupruvenents for the enjoyment of the general publie.

Weather Conditions

The most noteworthy faests sbout the weather during the paat yecr were
the many oloudburats starting July 32 snd contiruing throughcut Argsuat whiek
Gaused weokly damuge t0 our rouds in the monument, The ruin continued inte
Dedamber with a total of 5,87 inchos registered at Hecdquariers ir Twentynine
Palms fror: July 1 to Decerber 3l. Since Junuary 1, there has bean only .02
inchea of rain, whigh ssved Qur rosds from washing bdut nade azintonnnce dife
ficult duo to iaok of wncisture in the soil, end reissd the fire hazard

Maxizagn teuperszture for the year, 111 on July &6
inisam tanjeruture for the yeur, £0,85 or Januury 31
Average moxinwa for tho yenr, 83,6

A7er:xe mininus for the yeur, Si.4

Total rainfull ut Tvertyuine Painms, 5.89 iaches

270 oleer deys, 89 partly cloudy and 26 oloudy

Bound iy Chongos

The introdugtion of H.Re 4703 by Conzressncn Herry R. Sheppexd brought
whe boundary questiom to the front this paat yaar. The proposed deletion of
810,000 asree of mineralized land, and the addition of 3C,000 acres along the
north line of the Metropolitan Weter District aquedust Gaunsed many oxrgani-
zations in Southern Oaliformia to come out for and againet the dill,

During the year the Custodian spent much time talking before Chaembors
of Commeree, conservation groups and other organizations such as the Auto-
mobile Clud of Southern Califoraia and All~Year Oludb soliciting their supe
port for H.R. 4703, The greatest opposition to the proposed changes in the
monument cane £rom mining associations which are reorganising after bdeing
doxment during the war years.



July 3, 1948
MEMORANDUM for the Direotor,

Referende is rede to ~Zoting Direotor Tolson?s memdrandum of Juie 13
(Xo. FO 388) regarding meteriel for the Direotor’s report tc the Searutery,

The following statexent 1o submitted as covering the meat significant
event of the verr st Joshua Tres,

JOSIL.. TRTE MATICNCT, MONUMERT T¥NANGEFR-T BY £27% OF TRIVETEIY-O0WNTD I.JDS

Joshue Tree Ysticnel itforw ent wae ssved, teuporarily at least, tc the
people this yesr, lhe threut that the Southern Peeific Land Compeny, which
owns over 100,030 acres ¢f lnnd in the roxument, xight gonelday sell its holde
ings bacems sn eetuality., The company disposed of ovar 20,000 acres before
the Bozrd of Directors of the Scouthern Peelfic 2wilrosd withdrew from sals
all {ts lande in the monument, The withdrawel, to remain effootive for aix
monthe, provided the 7Ferkx “ervice e 1ittls time to work up a land sctuisition
PIOLTLN,

4 9111 irntroduced by Congressman Sheppzrd of Californie proposed appreval
of the oxyrerditure of funds for the soquisition cf all privutely-csnod lands.
The Depurtment appropriation di1) also inclufed an itam for nojuisition of
privite lsnds {n Tark Servioce arees, The latter iten wns dsleted from the
bill by the eprropristion ocvmmittes end the Sheppamd Bill probebly will not
be repyortsd out of comrities,

/8 a protactive messure sgeinst the possibilit; tbst no funde would be
mede cvailable by Congress, the Park Service initiated a lend oxohange proe-
gram, There sppeard to be a good chence that all of the Southern Prcifie
land Company holdings in the monument can be ecjuiroed dy exchenge providiang
Departrent«i eporoval is odtained,

I{ the Coveranent soguires by purciinse oy exchaunge some oy rl) of the
8Southern Pegific lend Compeny property, the momment may be szved. If not,
and the lund company resumss delling i¢s property, the monument will be sold
out from under the Park Service. The new owners will subdivide their lcond,
If tuis ocours, the momument is lost, The situation ip still very critical.

Below 1g the copservetion statement rejuestaed:

Prastically all the offorts of the Joahuz Treo staff last year were do-
voted to consarvetion, unfortunately not of flose, fmuns and features of in-
ferest, but eonumt{on of 4o monument itself, We are now fighting for the
very oxistenss of the ares and the wildlife has to tcke care of itself,



A meeting of the Mining Sestion of the State Chemder of Commerce on ,
Aprid 17, 1948, in San Bernardino, and one in Riverside, California, called
by the Miuing Assocfiation of the Scuthwest on May 20 byought to0 a focus the
opposition of mining interests, lend speculators, private lond owmers and
hunters to the passage of H,R, 4708 at this session of the Congress,

The Custodian end staff spent consideradle time investigating the pro-
posed Palxm Canyon Netional Momment and preparing maps and reports of land
status in the ares under consideration, The Custodian was ascompanied on
Shase inspections dy Regilonal Direstor Tomlinson and Regional Landseape
Arehitest Eill et different times,

Another stend of Joahue-trees of the variety brovifolia nggm
in the vicinity of Cimz2, Californizs, was investiga at the request of
Directoy and report submitted together with photographs and maps,

Sfatus of Private Londs

~ The boom in desert land sinse the temmination of hostilities has camplie-
gated the private lend problem in Joshua Troe Hatiomal Monument, The Southemn
Paoific Land Company sold nearly 20,000 asres since last fall of strosegically
dooated land to spesulators, and same 6f the lond has since changed hards,
The Southern Paoific Land Company has tesporarily withdrown it¢s lands {n the
monunent from sale pending the outooms of H,R.4V03 and the thres-wuy exohanges
now deing worked up with private buyers. If these exchangss fail $o material-
ise, the compeny stands a good chanss of disposing of most of ite remaining
116,000 asres in a short space of time,

Two exchanges, with the possidility of one or more in the near future,
ixvolving the purchase of Southern Pasific lands in the monument and then
oxshange for othsr Govermment lands cutside the monument are being woried
s Thess two deals, if successfully oompleted Guring the soming year,
otuld sliminate sbous 99,000 acres of the total of railroad lemds left in
20 monument,

Puring the yeay we have been working oa a new base map showing tri-
aagalation points, sestion lines, latitude and longitude, drainage, roeds
and trails, Data have desa 60llected fryom asrial photographs and U, 8,
Asmy tsopographic gheets where ocOverege is Odtainabdble,

In addition %0 he adove map we have made five protession maps, one
showing 70cds and trails, and many land status meps $0 stepany our land
oxthange memoyeania, Several maps werye required for the proposed Palm Ceayon
Retional Moumment and the investigation carried out near Gima, Califomnia,

Several field trips were mde losating triangulaticon points, ¥oud inter-
mummmnntmsmmwmmtmm

JUSHUA TRVE WATEONAL WiOINUMEN -
TWENTYNINE kig-.‘:vir (BRI



Flat. Levels were run in Indian Cove sxd wp Johnson Canyom t0 gheck water
VS0RTSS 1O Campsites., A preliminary survey was un up 49 Palms Canyon
- §

seetion corners for a propossd water~right application.

Lesk of funis mede 1% necessaly during the first three and a helf
monthe of the year for the Custodiasn and Clerk-Ranger %0 take turns running
the gruder to repair storu damsge ¢0 monument rosde. Mr, Boling was sntezed
on duty Ootober 24 apd Mr. Leke Dessmber 12, The latter took over as roed
foruman and grader cperator, Mr, Caxp, when relieved from his job os Fire
Ouard in tbs fall, also Joined the yoad crew as labore® end a fourth men
was hired to work on rosds,

Considering the washing of the roads due t¢ rein, the natursl erosion
dus $0 wear and wind aotion, the road aystem wes kept in fairly good shape
for the pericd of heaviest visitation from Ootodber to April,
%o leck of rein since January, the 20ads have suffered end in May the roed
orow, with the oxception of My, Lale, was laid off umti
tho new fiseal year or until funds are made availadble for road maintenance,

:
i

Information and mape wore secured fron the Indian Service in donneotion
with our PFelms Canyon National Monument study, Much~nseded eguipment, such
as grader tires, snd zepeirs t0 our trusk were procured from the Forest
Sexvice Depot at Arcadia, Cslifernia,

Botaniats from the California Institute of Tochnology and zoGlogists
froa the Unlversity of Cxlifornie liussum of Vertedrate Zoology ware in the
mnuzent ssverzl different times 4oing researsh work in their rvespeotive
fislds,

Exstection

Witk only two men on the pemaenant staff during most of the year, or
until Xy, Stratton returned from the Axgy for the last two monthe, we oould
no8 give ek time to protecting the monument frem mnters, vandals sxd others
who destroy tho vegetation, shood game and matilate %k lanisespe gsuerally,.

¥ish fnoresseld visitetion and the growth of commnities on the morthewa
odge of the momment, unnh-oummmmummuml
the dYoundaries in the future,

Our best five protession still 4 Shae Ocunty of San Bermandino and the
State Divisioa of Fovestzy fire stastion in Twentynine Palms aad their five
FOSHUA TRLE NATIONAL MONUMENT
TWENTYNINE PP*MS, CALIF.



patrol piekup truek in Nowonge Velley, VUe ware disappointed this spzing
when w failed ¢0 secure a bulldozer for fire suppression, Aftex being on
fives with the 5tste Division of Yoresiry and the U, S, Forest Servioce wm

see how valusdle a piete of equipment 4t can be ia knocking down e firve in
vegstation sush as we have {n the momment,

Our Five Control Alde and a partetime Alde for two days por wack have
beoen carrying out patrols daily and, in =44ition, alsaning up 4sdris and
inflamadle material around canpsites and =long the roads to lsssen the
five hazard, Summer dryy 1ightaing stoms, howesver, cannot de ocontrolled
readily, 90 they must be alert end gover as much territory daily as pos-
sibles AS present they drive cdout 100 miles each day in ths more criticsl
areas in the western part of the monument. One 150-aeze fire broke out in
June cutaids $he mopument nsar Yusca Valley, but the wind carried it ausy
fyon our boundary. #With this exception, we have no fires ¢0 report {a or

near the monument thias yezr t0 date and we hope the swmmer rains will ocome
to cur aid shortly.

John W, Stratton
Aoting Custodian

6ot BEesgional Direotor
Region Your
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