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MEMORAXIRRL for the Direoter.
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The task of writing this report falls on the thimd Custodian who
has been in charge this year, 80 it will be rathey 4ifficult to $ie
the lcose ends together. Aeting Custodisn Dusne Jeoods was in chayge
at the deginning of the year and carried on t1ll Desexder 8, he

fned the United States Navy. He teck his deot training at 1090,
ffornia, and mesained in that eity on éuty with the Shoye ) 8
Trank R, Givens, Distriet Reanger from Tosexite, Peplaced Dusns be
and was in diarge from Fedruary 18, 1944 ¢4l May 6, when fomer
fntendent Cole returned to duty as Custodimn. OClerk<Rangsr Kot
fn oharge during the interim detween Jacobs and Givens.

Neathex Oonditions

Maxizpm texpsratuve for the year 118 on July 88, 1948.
Minimam temperaturs for the yeoy :mlmma.lm.

Averege minjmuu for the yeay a
Total rainfall at Twentynine Palms fur the year « 9.93 inshes,
Total rainfall at Split Rodk in the monumsnt « 7,89 {nahes.

There ware 248 Cleay days, 73S partly eloudy Gays, axd 00 eleudy.

The cutstanding event as regaris the weathey was $he Meavy Fain on

the afternoon and evening §f Ostodey 9, 1043, when 3,90 inehes of rein
@ small a¥ve, in about thyes hours, Mueh dumage was done
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®e tw ‘ wasning statfonsvinstalied by the U, 8, Joyest
S9viee for the Fighter Gommand, U, 6. AWay, ware manned £30n
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for use of s monuuent by

wtth the inaativation of Oamp Young amd the Salifornia-Arigona Mane

suver Area there lmve deenm no furthey

the U, 8. Axmy.
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¢ But to date none have drought
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work wms 4one perstaslly by Jesods snd Estehem dar-
part of this fiseal yeay, a9 it -was fmpessidble 90 scenre
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2.00A TREL NATIONAL MONUMENT

TWENTYNINE PALMS, CALIF.'
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Leond Stams

) If there 18 sy ons problam bPigger than othors et Joshua Tree, these
two words indiecate and dofine it. In the past, planning was on thoe dasis
of developmants on Govermnent cwned land, btut more axd more it is realisod
that no further developmerd san bo made until the privately owned

e soquired. OConsequently, all proposed Lzprovemmts from pow
bo worked out on the daisi that the lends will be acquired, and that

development will bde dons untll the important pieces of alienated land «e
Pedorally ouned.

In general, the prodlan now 1s not mmch Worss than 4% hag deen in

mont. The 4{rcn mines in the southsastern part of the monument are not de-
ing doveloped, and prodbably will not de for mmy yesrs.

The Southern Pacific lLand Company is apparently cooperating with the
Park Sexvice in that their recent listings of lands Yer sale do not inslude
any of their holdings in the monument. It is likely, bowever, that the
sampany would sell large blocks of land in ths monument 4{f the texms of

private land in the monumemt. Two homesteecders have sold portions of
their lands to five other {ndividuals., Another Domesteader oold his em-
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Ixevel ’ )
Vistitation to the monument hes fallen to a vory low level. HMost of

Dus %0 the effarts of the Regionsl Jorestor, there are now two State
pespers availadbls st Twentyaine Pelms for mcpoment fires. One pumper {8
lomed to the Park Service for patrols with the understaniing that it will
€0 to adjasent aress for suppression of Sounty fires. The other pumper s
permanently stationed at Twemtynine Palms.

During the past yvar consideradble thought hes decn given to fire plam-
aing. It is koped there will be time this ysar to got these thoughts on
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Fglies Protestion

The simple answer to this heoding is thet thers is nothing to report
there 18 no police pretestion. The monmasnt is so largs and thewe

aye 80 many roads and points of acsess that the present psreonnsl ¢ould

50t provide police protootion 1f they dovotsd all their time to it. Jore

tunately, the scareity of sasoline end the nocessity of conserving rbder

provents many hunters fyum visiting this area. The ladk of miners e

pastlers provides the greatest protection %o wildlife. Thers are at presant

only five minsrs and one nestler living in the momment. Only one of
thass lives in an exva whore bo could do any dsmage to wildlife.

§

Jazss B, Cole
Custodian.
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