
Joabua Tree Na,lonal Monuaent 

CJal1tom1a 

9UPERINTENDEH! 1S ANNUAL REPORT 

June JO, 194.1 

Tb.11 1• the t1rat annual re"Oart to be aubm1tte4 from 
Joshua Tree Natlonal Monwaeni. Alihough th11 area vaa e1tab-
111he4 ln August 19J6, no a4m1nletrai1on waa on the groun4 
unill Seotember 194<> vben the Sui>erlntendent wa.1 tranatere4 
from Yosemite National Park. Work tor the tlrat several mon•hs 
was oontlned to getting aoqua1nte4 With the area and oontaot1ng 
·...s.oua 1nt1uent1al people and organ11atlona 1n the nelghbor-
lng ooaumnltS.ee. In January 1941, the peN&Den• monument oereonnel 
wa1 aupente~ w1th the apl)Olntaen' ot a Part Ranpr. 

The pr1111&17 l)Ul'PO&• tor tha eatabllahment ot loahua Tree 
lat1onal Monwaent, ae 1t1 name 1mp11ee, wae to,. the preaervatlon 
of important atanda ot Joshua Treea. Although th••• tree1 en•' 
la other aeot1ona ot the MGMT• De1ert, the Monua•n• 1)l'OY1481 
a unlqae eettlng not to~ elsewhere. The treee oaov 1n the 
w11tern pas-t where huge masaea of tantaa,loallJ el'04e4 gnuiltlo 
outOl'Opplag1 pa-ov14e an lntere1tlng and ~1otveaque baok«J'ounl 
tor th••• gnarled sent1ne11 ot the 4eaert. Of 1eoonda17 laport­
uoe, la the var1e4 amt protu1e 41ap1Q ot other 4eaert tlol'& 
1daloll pre11111n&l7 at~ ln41oatea OOcn&rl ln grea•er &bwldanoe 
&a Joehua Tree latlonal Monwaent tban 1n anr other OOllP&l'&bl• 
&e1en ana••· 

In oontra1l '• U:ut h1per, wetter veatea,i aounta1n1 an4 
· •••• tbe Pinto Ba11D la the •••'•rn pan vn.aent• a oha-· ••'•••l•· ezpn11loa ot tNe 4eaen. In the Baa1n Uie ••1-

etatloa 11 IPU'•• whll• the eno1ro11ng aoutaln1 &ft pnot1o­a11r 4eft14 et Y:Ctatl•• ....... !he aonoto~ of tile Tait 
.,.,..,. ot Onoae e blalbe1 le W.ken -~ ~ oolU'Nno• ot 
&ldatecl •11111P• ot Ooa'lllo an4 an enen1lft ~ ot Blae1ov 
Gllol~. Ible l• Nlt01'114 •• lHt Uae larpet r••lalq nui of 
of .=.c:•• 1dd.eb, lleoaue ot U• leolatlen, ba1 oaoapeA the 
•• . _· ., .... "I.al ...... hunt•••· Dvlag ,. ~ . 
........ . S.-~t-..~'1•,.... a pnfta1lon of 4•••rt .UUlown ""8-&a.ttat• Baala. Al tu .............. tlll• nom ll•W --. ... , to the hlal!• e1nat1oa1 in tbl wnena 
•nloa et il&e Monuaent wJaeN vl14t1oven are ••.1•"4 atl1 tJae lll44le tt lmle. 

1 



Oone1dere4 a1 a Whole the Monument 11 a 1an4 or Yaat 
41atanoea and enormoua panaramae vl'h ll&D1 euperb 4e1el't vlew 
pcalnta. 'l'be out•tan41ng aaoe11lble po1nt la le~•' ·Vlew. There 
tro• an elevation of 5, 175 ~···~ one overlook• the 8alton Sea 
wlth 1•• eurtaoe 211-0 tee• below aea leYel and the tla' Ooaoh­
ella Valle7 vh1oh 11 1n part aleo below 1ea level. !overing 
above thla fla• va11•7 la the ·p!'eglpl,oue eaoarpa•n' ot Mt, san Jaolnto. Dr. John o. Merrlaa, when he atood at thle 1>0ln,, 
1184• the atatemen' tbat 1n hla oi>1n1on the Mt. Ban Jao1nto 
e1oarpment waa the outatan41ng 41•~1&7 ot lt• klnd 1n the 
world an4 that it was eeen to beat advantage from Ee7a 1 Vlew. 

In lta more 1ntlmate aspeota, the Monument oonta1n1 
innumerable delightful valle71 and oovea. Some of theee valle11 
are 10 ano1roled bJ granite rldgea that entranoe 1• gained onlr 
b~ ollmblng over or orawllng under hwr• boulders. '!'he oovea 
prortde m&DJ' unusual oampl• sites loo~ted around oavea vh1oh 
former lnhabltanta ot the area used aap.1 1nd1oatecl b7 mortar 

·holes, ootter7 aherda and p1otogra-pha. An attempt la made to 
41eoourage 1ndiaorlm1nate oamp1~ tbroughc,ut thla •oen1a area, 
but due to the laak of adequate proteot1on pereonnel and to 
the abaenoe of a designated oampgroun4/but little auooe11 1a 
be1ng obtained. 

'l'he maJor1t7 of winter oamp1ng is oont1ne4 to Indian 
Cove (Rattlesnake Cail7on). 'l'h11 area 11 not aooeae1ble b~ oar 
to the aoen1o part ot the Monuaent exoept ~ 1eav1nc the 
Monument and reenten, lt b7 one ot the northern entna.noe 
l'O&da. Thia 1aolat1on a benet1o1al aa 1t 11111te camping to 
one area •. There are the aMltlonal advantages, of an adequate 
aupi>l>' of water dur1~ the oaap1ng aeaaon, ot nWHroua natural 
8haltere4 oovea, of lover elevation oon1equentl? lower t••l>•r­
ature1 an4 ot the taot tha• the In41an Oovo area la 1n the 
eenter ot an un1une7e4 tovnlh1p thua all the 1an4 la oontrolle4 
br the Government. To c1a'•· clue to the laok ot tunde, 1111"98'• 
aa4 pl.ana no deYelopmen' o•her than l'Oa4 111.pl'Ovaunt baa been 
1184e. No aan1tarr tao111tle1 are J.)l'OV1de4. At tlme• there bave 
been aa m&n7 •• 75 camper• uelng thla area. 

Pall an4 aprlng oamp1ng Will Wldoubt~ be popalaP and 
lt 1• 'be11eve4 tba' when neanr ree14ent1 beooae latol'll84 ot 
'be lovel' 8Wlller '811P8Nhn• ln the hlgber Jt&rt• ot ihe 
llonuent the" wlll be 1nanaee4 llllUlll' uae. It 11 NPOl'te4 11r "11.able 10VHa tlaat eumer •eJIPG'lltve• •laere ee14o• e-..& 17 4egree1 ln oont ... , to tempan.hN• t4 100 to 120 
4eoe•• tlhlob prevail 1n a4Juent area•. It 11 NOM~ a 
ten.ate 01nwa1tanee •hat the 4ep1oNbl• eoalltlon of the 
Na41 kept theae people fftm aoq1&lrlag PNP•"1' aD4 laal14lng 
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...-r ho••• ln the area now ln tbe Monument. Nov that the Na41 are 111Prove4 thla problem 111&7 aria• beoauee of all the pl'lv•'• propert~ vh1oh oan be 11Ul'Obaae4 ln the oooler aoenlo part of the Jlomm8D,. 
!he p:roblem ot allenate4 land 1• ot •Jor 1mportanoe. When 'be Monument vaa eatab111hed there wen approxlmat•l? 2951 ooo aoree of alienated land. 'lhe Southern Pao1t1o Ra11-l'Oaa. Oomapn7 oontrolle4 23}.,000 aores, the Calltom1a State SOhool Landa oonalated ot 4J,OOO aorea and the remainder vaa 11&4• up ot homeetea41 an.4 other patented lands. In ad4lt1on 'h•N wen an eetlma,e4 11,000 111n•ral looatlona 1nolu41ng mlnlntr ola1m1 of 20 aorea eaoh an4 11111 altea ot 5 aoroe • 
'1'b8 Southern Pao1t1o holding& have been reduoed due to Oongreae1onal aot1on b1 vhloh the OOIDJ>&D7 baa re11qu11he4 lt1 rlshta on unaeleoted land•. The aotual reduotlon ot suoh b0141ngs 1e not as 7et known but 1t is eat1mate4 to be about 100.000 acres. Sbortl.7 after the Monwaent waa oreate4 eftort1 were made to exohange Southern Pao1t1o lan41 tor otild GoY•l'D• aent landa. The oompanr traa;·.not lniereeted at that tlae 1n ezehanglng lands and no ettort has been made alnoe and no nept1at1ona are now pend.1.ng. toward the e.llmln.atlon ot thl1 problem. A a1m111ar ooncllt1an prevails VS.th J'8R&l'd to State Sohool lands. 

Con114erable headW&7 le being made toward deorea11ng the 
num~r of m1neral ola1m1. The D1v1e1on ot InYeat1R&t1on1 baa a4verae17 reported J,170 m1n1ng olalm1 to the ftel'l•t•r ot the General Land Ott1oe. !hare are an ad41i1ona1 6oo oaee• Vl11oh are praotloallJ oomplet• but not J'•t reported. Notloe• ot oanoellation have been aant to 2170 ola1man'• with on17 n1ne ot them appl71ng tor a hearing betore the Reglater. It tbu1 appears tha• onl7 Rlne ola1manta believe ther have va114 01ala1. PlYe ot th••• are 11111 alt•• an4 or the t1•• tlut lpeolal Agent 1lbo 11&41 the 1nvea,1gat1one Terbal.17 reported iba• the olal•· an• oan hold onl.J one. There a.re probab1V, ln aAU•lon 'o the alto•• poaalble valid olala1, about a doaen that aJ'e not being oanoelle4. 

!hie vork ot the D1v1a1on ot Jnveetlgatlou ba1 been oont1ne4 to the veaten tblrd of the Monuaea,. the naulta ot the 1DYeatlga,1oa .,.. 8'&ftlelen' &J'R'lll••' to• ezten411lg Ul• wn •• the •••t•n ,,an PNY14lng no r.nlon ot the ••ten ••otlon 1• belag oona14•N4 tor 41 etlon. 
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The onlJ' work 1)roJ•o' 1n1t1a,e4 vaa road be,t•l'llent 1lnoe that vaa the o~ Pl'O«J'IUI tor vhlob f\md• were 1»rovlded. A total ot 66 mllea ot 4eaen auto trall• have been lllproved. \fork oonalate4 of vldenlng the 014 roa41 1utt101entl7 so that tvo oars oould pa11, tllllnr ln ruta and reotlt71ng ihe road aurtaoe vlth rook an4 ola~ aoroes waehea. 

The Reg~onal Headquarters baa glven ••rJ helpful and eaaent1al aaa1atanoa 1n ll&DJ va~•· Reg1on Four ottloe handle• all our tleoal and personnel matters thua re11ev1n« this ott1oe ot a tremendoua amount ot oler1oal ·work. The engin­eering d1v1e1on baa provided ua with muoh engineering · asalatance 1nolud1ng the aaa1gnment ot an En~1neer1ng Alde to Joshua Tree tor 5t months, a aurve~ ~7 of three men tor 3 month• and a General Road roreman (Road 8urtaoing) tor one month. In addition to these tew enwaerated examples, there have been 1nnunmerable 1n1tanoe1 where we have reques­ted and reoe1ved aaalstanoe trom Re~1on Pour. 
The-most important aingle factor bearing on the tuture use ot Joahua Tree National Monument 11 the ag1tat1on b7 the m1n1ng intereata thro\&Rh the M1n1ntr Aaeoo1at1on of the Southveat to reopen the Monument to proepeot1ng and looat1on ot mining olalma. Due to the effort• ot thla aaaoo1at1on, reaolutlona favoring m1n1ng 1n the Monument verf."!ldopted b7 organ1zat1ons 1n Southern California and sent t~~Oongreaeman who, 1n Febl'WlJ7 1939, 1ntro4uoed a bill to extend the mlnlng lava ot the United States to Joshua Tree National Monument. Shortl1 after the establishment ot the adalnle­trat1ve ott1oe at Joshua Tree, tbe Superintendent oontaote4 man1 ot these organ1zat1ona and aa a result ••••ral ot them nveraed thalr aotlon whereul)On Oon«reaaaan Sbepp&J'd aoi>ar­

ent~ reversed hl1 atan4 and h1a bill wae no' reported out of Co11111ttee. Oonoerted aotlon along th1a 11n• baa afa1n ar11en. The Mlnlng Aeeoolatlon ot the Southweet,vork n« 
un4•~ the gulae of a11l1tlng in national 4etenae, 11 aga1n attempting to organise mlnere and 1ntereate4 groU1)1 to agitate tor the 1ntro4•otlon of a Oongre1eloaal blll to tlMtD the Monument tor aln1ng for 1ti-ateglo cleten1• lllneral•. Yarloua plan• baY• been a4vooate4, tbe 1ate1t belq 'o !l&Tt t»&e Monwaent opene4 tor PJ10epeo,1nc an4 •ln1ng tor a D•rlocl ot ten 7ear1. !'hie aglta•1on 11 1n a tormatl•• •t&le at the . 
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tlll• •f w1•1na of •hl• N1>0n 8114 no ao,lon ba1 b••n 
taken bt 'hl• ottloe a1 ,., o•h•• Ulan to ke~ 'h• Walhlnston 
ancl Re«lonal otflo•• 1ntol'll•4 ot 4eve1opaenta. 

110 4e,&11e4 report oan be •4• on the 1t..-u1 ot tlaoal 
attain ot the Monmunt 1lnoe all aooounta _.. malntalned 
b~ the Region Pov ott1oe. In general, the appropl'la•lon 
¥111 be ent1re1~ expended. 

Superintendent. 
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