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SUPERINTENDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT

This 18 the first annual revort to be submitted from
Joghua Tree National Monument. Although this area was estabe
1lighed in August 1976, no administration was on the ground
until September 1940 when the Superintendent was transfered
from Yosemite National Park. York for the first several monthg
wag confined to getting asquainted with the area and contacting
various influential people and organitations in the neighbore
ing communities. In January 1941, the permanent monument personnel
wag augmented with the appointment of a Park Ranger.

The primary vurpose for the establishment of Joshua Tree
National Nonument, as its name implies, was for the preservation
of inmportant stands of Joshua Trees. Although these trees exist
in other gections of the Mohave Dsgert, the Monument provides
& unique setting not found elsewhere. The trees accur in the
western part where huge masses of fantastioally eroded granitio
outeroppings provide an interesting and ploturesque dbaskground
for these gnarled sentinels of the dssert. 0f secondary import-
ance, 1a the varied and profuse display of other desert flora
whigh preliminary study indicates ocours in greater abundance
in Joshua Tree National Monument than in any other comparable
desert ranges.

. In oontrast to the higher, wetter western mountains and
nosas, the Pinto Basin An the eastern part presents a chare
aotcviottc‘exprtaoton of true desert. In the Basin the veg-
etation is sparse while the enciroling mountains are practio-
ally dovoid of vegetative cover. The monotony of the vast
expange of Ursosote dushes is broken by the cofurrence of
Asolated olumps of Ocatilleo and an extonsive garden of Bigelow
Cholla. This is reported %0 be the largest remaining of
of this gaotus whioh, because of its isolation, has osoaped the
dost: BR of commercial cactus hunters. During the early
Ang 4n.favoradle years a profusion of desert wildflowers
in Pinto Basin., As the season advances, this floral
ey sases to the higher elevations in the western
(4 “,oaﬁgpuncnt vhere wildflowers are enjoyed until
e.




Considered as a vhole the Monument is a land of vast
distances and enormous panaramas with superd desort view
points. The outstanding accessible point is Keys! View. There
from an elevation of 5, 175 et} one overlooks the Salton Sea
with its surface 240 feet below sea level and the flat Coach-
ella Valley whioch is in part also below gea level. Towering
above this flat valley is the presipitous escarpment of ¥t,
San Jacinto. Dr. John C., Merriam, when he stood at thie point,
made the statement that in his opinlon the Mt. San Jacinto
esoarpment was the outstanding display of its kind in the
world and that it was seen to best advantage from Xeya' View,

In its more intimate aspecta, the Monument contains
innumerable delightful valleys and coves. Some of these valleys
are 8o encircled by granite ridges that entrance is gained only
by olimdbing over or orawling under huge boulders. The coves
provide many unusual ocamping sites loocated around ocaves which
former inhablitants of the area uged asis indicated by mortar
-holes, vottery sherds and pictographa. An attempt is made to
discourage indiscriminate camping throughout this scenioc area,
but due to the lack of adequate protsesotion personnel and to

the absence of a designated ocampground but 1ittle succees is
being obtained.

The majority of winter camping is oconfined to Indian
Cove (Rattlesnake Canyon). This area ig not accessible by oar
to the soenic part of the Monument except by leaving the
Monument and reentering it by one of the northern entrance
roads. This i1solation ie benefislal as it limite camping to
one area. There are the additional advantages, of an adequate
supply of water during the ocamping season, of numerous natural
sheltered ooves, of lowsr elevation oonsequently lower tempere
atures and of the fact that the Indian Cove area ieé in the
senter of an unsurveyed townghip thus all the land is controlled
by the Government. To date, due to the laok of funde, surveys
and plans no development other than road improvemsnt has been
nade. No sanit faoilities are provided. At times there have
been ae many as |5 campers ueing thia area.

Fall and epring camping will undoubtedly de popular and
it is believed that when nearby residents become informed of
the lowsr sunmer temperatures in the highsr parts of the
Nonument there will be inoreased summer use. It is reported
by reliadble sourass that summer temperaturss shere seldonm
0Xgeed 87 degrees in contrast to temperatures of 100 to 120
degreoes vhich prevail in adjacent areas. It is prodadly a
fortunate cirocumstance thas the deplorable condition of the
roads kept these people from aoquiring property and building
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sunzer hones in the area nov in the Moenument. Now that the
roads are improved this prodblem may arige because of all
the private property which can be purchased in the cooler
soenioc part of the Monument.

The problem of alienated land is of major importance.
When the Monument was established thers were approximately
295, 000 aores of alienated land. The Southern Pasific Rall-
road Comapny controlled 231,000 acres, the California State
Bchool Lands oonsisted of 43,000 aores and the remainder was
made up of homesteads and other patented lands. In addition
there were an estimated 11,000 mineral locations inoluding
~ mining olaims of 20 acres each and mill sites of 5 acres .

The Southern Pacific holdings have been reduced due to
Congressional aotion by whioh the company has reliquished its
rights on unseleoted lands. The actual reduotion of suoh
holdings 1s not as yet known but 1t is estimated to be about
100,000 acres. Shortly after the Monument was oreated efforts
wvere made to exohange Southern Pacific lands for othel Govern-
ment lands. The company ¥ab: not interssted at that time in
exechanging lands and no effort has been made sinoe and no
negotlations are now pending toward the elimination of this
problgmiagdaimiliar condition prevails with regard to State
Saehoo 8.

Considerable headway is being made toward deoreasing the
number of mineral olaima. The Division of Invegtipgations has
adversely reported 3,170 mining olaime to the Register of the
Oeneral Land Office. There are an additional 600 oases whioh
are praotically complete but not yet reported, Notioces of
cancellation have been asent to 2170 olaimants with only nine
of them applying for a hearing before the Register. It thus
appears that only nine olaimants bslisve they have valid clains,
Pive of these are mill gites and of the five the Speoial nt
who made the investigations verbally reported that the claime
ant oan hold only one. Thers are probabd ¥, in addition to the

above possible valid claims, about a dozen that are not being
cancelled.

This work of the Divieion of Investigations has been
confined to the western thixd of the Monument. The results
of the investigation are suffiolent argument for oxtending
the work to the castern part providing no portion of the
eastorn section 1s being oonsidered for deletion,



The only work project initiated was road betterment
einoe that was the o program for whioch funds were
provided. A total of 66 miles of desert auto trails have
been improved. Work oonsisted of widening the old roads
sufficiently so that two oars could paes, filling in ruts
and rectifying the road surface with rock and olay across
vashesg.

The Reglonal Headquarters has g:ven very helpful and
essential assistance in many ways. Region Four office handles
all our fiscal and personnel matters thus relieving this
office of a tremendous amount of oclerioal work. The engin-
eering divigion has provided us with muoh engineering
asslstance including the assignment of an Engineering Aide

to Joshua Tree for 5% months, a survey party of three men
for 3 months and a General Road Foreman (Road Surfacing)

for one month. In addition to these few enumerated examples,
thers have been innunmerable instances where we have requege
ted and received assistance from Region Four.

The most important single factor bearing on the future
use of Joeshua Tree National Monument is the agitation by
the mining interests through the Mining Association of the
Southwest to reopen the Monument to prospecting and loscation
of mlning olaima. Due to the efforts of thig assoociation,
resolutions favoring mining in the Monument wergmgdopted by
organizations in Southern California and sent t »Congressman
who, in February 1939, introduced a bill to extend the
mining laws of the United States to Joshua Tree National
Monument. Shortly after the establishment of the adminie-
trative office at Joshua Tree, the Superintendent contacted
many of these organizations and as a reeult several of them
reversed their sotion whersupon Congressman Sheppard appare
ently reversed his stand and his d11l was not reported out
of Committes. Ooncerted action along this line has again
arisen, The Mining Assoclation of the Southwest ,working
under the gulse of assisting in national defense, is again
attempting to organize miners and interested groups to
agitate for the introduction of a Congresesional dill to
open the Monument for mining for strategio defense minerals.
Various plans have deen advooated, the latest deing to have
the Monument opened for prospeoting and mining for a period
of ten years. s agitation is in a formative stage at the



time of writing of this report and no action has deen
taken Dy this office ag yet other than to keep the Vashington
and Regional offices informed of developments.

No dotalled report can de made on the stagus of figeal
affairs of the Monument since all acocounts =re maintained

by the Region Four office. In general, the appropriation
ugll be entirely expended. ’

Superintendent.



