2 National Historic Trail National Park Service
a a a a I Island of Hawai‘i ' - U.S. Department of the Interior

Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail

Left to right: Hawaiian
fishpond walls allow
controlled mixing of ocean
and spring water, key

to traditional Hawaiian
aquaculture;

Aholehole, a favorite food
fish. Photo: L. Kramer;
Pahoehoe trail with
petroglyphs;

An anchialine pool,
housing the rare and
endemic ‘Opae‘ula shrimp;
A beautifully intact coastal
stepping-stone trail.

Welina Mai! Greetings!

The National Park Service welcomes you to the Ala these ancient routes have brought people, cultures, Established in 2000, Ala Kahakai (a modern name, The Ala Kahakai NHT’s mandate is to preserve,
Kahakai National Historic Trail (NHT). traditions and knowledge together from across the ' meaning “trail by the sea”) is a 175-mile coastal protect, interpret, reestablish as necessary, and
The Ala Kahakai NHT celebrates the ways ancient and world for millennia. network of ancient, h'istoric, and modern trails. The maintain the trail system. Ala Kahakai NHT works
indigenous peoples worldwide have created and used Located on one of the world’s most remote island Ala Kahakai NHT corrldor“extends _from the northern with governmental and non—governmen_tal Partase
trails. From Eurasia’s Silk Roads, to the trade trails of chains, the trails of the Ala Kahakai NHT are part of | tiP of the Island of Hawai'i, along its western and to encourage descendant-led stewardship of trails
Mesoamerica and North America, to the great ocean the Pacific trails of the human diaspora. The trails | southern coasts, to the eastern boundary and resources.
roads sailed by Polynesians throughout the Pacific, recount stories of oceanic migrations, settlement, of Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park.

and adaptation.
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guided walking tour of the park begins at the
Visitor Center and continues south as Na Ala
Hele’s Ala Kahakai Trail. Pu‘ukohola Heiau
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Water Safety

Most coasts have no lifeguard on duty. Make informed decisions in
choosing a shoreline destination appropriate to your personal
ocean skill level.
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