VISIJILITY REFSRENCES IN THE LEZGISLATIVI HISTORY:
BADLANDS NATIONAL PARK

An Act to establish the Badlands National Monuzment in the
Scate of South Dakora, and for other purposes, apgroved
Macch 4, 1929 (45 stat. 1558)

STATUTZ

.

"...such areas shall be, and are hereby, dedicated and
set apart as 2 national zcnuzanc for the benaiit and
2njeyment cf rthe peopla, unde:r the nace of tne Badlands
¥azioral Moaumanz:”

COMMITIZZ RE202T: Senate Report Ne. 1246, 70zh Cangrass, lst Sessien
Teton XNational Parzk {Yay 3, 1928)
“The bill provijes for che establishzent of a national pack by
prasidencial proclacaczion, covering lands in the =os: scenic and
intareszing section of che so-called 3ad Lands cf South Dakoza,
sama2 CJ D& Known as :1ea:0n Natilonzl Patk, when certaia require-
zents aavz been me:.

asicde for park pusposes is 191
nat is vuown as the Jrea:z wWall
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of the South Daxcta 3ad Lands is sc unigue, varied,
and the faze of the ragion as 2 larze field for
loraticn of the geological past is so exctensive, this
the cpinion that, in line wich the general policy of
the cost scenic faaturtes ¢ this rasicn shculd bde
set aside as a nationzl park and praserved Zor tiie exnjoyzent an
educaticn of the pesple. The scenic znd educational assers of
this avez are unlizited and compar2 most £avorasly wi:in other partk
localiciaes. There is a wezlth of scenic features which can not be

ja )

found elsewhere. In cne ragion abouné vas:t beds oI verczabrate
fossil remains. Geologic Zorzations, peculiar caly to this cegion,
appear in great varietr. The whele atea is a vas:t s:iarzhouse of

O a1
<0l

cthe biological past. For thrze quar:acts of century it has d=22n
the scena of operation far scientilic expeditions from all parts

of che wozld.

CATION AND EXT

< icportent tadland
ts of which are in-
cludaed in the proposad dill. They 1li asrally in souzhwaszarn
South Deitota, the mcst scenic nart being in Peaningian and Jack-
son Counzies, and csvaer an arz2a of about 1,200 sguavs =miles. A

grocinent ara, xnown as 2ine Ridga, exiends througr northwestern
Nehraska into eastern Wwyonming. From Pennington Counzy the Bad
Lands extend ntor:zhward Zor afles and ziles¢ in cthe fom of lesser
rangas, isolaced w@eunds, buttes, and offshne:zs.



COMMITTEE REPORT: Senate Report 92 - 158 92° Congress lst Sessfon.
Arches National Park (June 17, 1971)

This report accompanied the Senate version of the bill
to grant park status to Arches National Monument.
The report contained the follcwing description of the area:

DESCRIPTION OF AREA

"Arches National Monument lies in the heart of the famed red-rock country of
southeascera Utah. There, sandstone towers, sweesing coves, balanced rocks,
spires, pianacles, aand other specczacular foras resuiting from the combined
action of running water, wind, rain, frost, and sun form 2 setting in which
the arches are a =ajestic culzinacion.

The rock in which the arches have formed was deposized as sand adou:z 150
million years ago, duridg the Jurassic period. nis 300-foot laver, called
the Eacrada sandstone, is believed to have beea laid down maialy by wind.
In tize it was buried by new layers, and hardeaxed into rock.

The rock was then uplifted, twisced, and severely cracked several times.

Lacer, after erosion had stripped away the overlying lavers, the Eazrada
sandstone was exposed to weathering, and the forzation of arches bdegan.

Water eacering cracks in the sandstone dissolved scze of the cemenzing material,
and runaing water and wind reamoved the loose sand. Cracks were widened into
narrow canyons separated by fins. More rapid weatheriag of sofzer areas in
some of these vertzical walls resulted in undercuctiag. The quarrving by wactar
and frost persisted, perZoratiag che fins, ealarging the perforaczions, and
smoothing their contours until large, graceful arches were forzmed. Some arches
have been lef:z isolated by erosion of surroundizg fias. The vistor can see all
stages ia their development and decay in the proposed park area, where nearcly

90 arches have been discoverad to date.

Present facilitlies at Arches include a visitor center and modera campground

for tants and trailers in Devil's Garden. In the suammer, campfire talks are
given nightly ac the campground amphitheater and guided trips are scheduled
regularly. For the zore independeat visitor, there are hiking trails to some

of the more snectacular spots ia the monument. There is an abundance of wildlife
and deserc plaants, as well, to add to the enjoyment of the visitor to this area.”




COMMITTEE REPORT: House Report 92 = 535. 92° Congress lst Session.
Establishing the Arches Nati{onal Park in Utah
(Sepc. 30, 1971).

This report accompanied the House bill to eszablish
Arches as a nactiornal park. Most of the discussicn
of the area concerned slight boundary revisions as a
result of this legislation.

DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION

“Not unlike other parts of this vast open counctrv in the State of Uczzh, the
area involved under the tecms of H.R. 7136 c2csaculac. Indicative of its
naze, this area contains numercus acches (a 90 have been discovared)
carved in the Entrada Sandszone by the force nature. The hoaus at this
unusual ar2a liss in the “uncountatle” nuszbar other weirdlv shaped and
del:icacely sculpcurad resains of that sandy forzation which had its grizin
about 150 million yeacs ago.
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Much of the most intriguing part of the area has beea adazinistered as a
national aonument for zaly yezrs, but some signiii areas of zhe pudblic
decmain remained outside the boundaries; conseguen acticn was takan o

incorporate thez= into the monument. Wnile this was accomplishad wichou:
Congrassional action, only the Congrass can cr2at2 a national parck.

H.R. 7136, if enaczed, will establisn the Arches National Pazk and will
create statuctory boundaries for it.

In accordance with che 'econmendau-ons of the Degarctmeat of the Izterior,
H.R. 1736, as amended, would revise the boundaries zo fuclude approximataly
73,234 acres of land. While the legislation does anot add any ar=as which
would raquire the acquisition oI any privately owned lands, there are soze
lands in private ownership which were within the cundaries of the enlarged
national mounument and which will be within the nazional park.~ )
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ARCHES NATIONAL MONUNMINT

ITS: PROCLAMATION #3887, June 20, 1969

This proclazation enlarged the monument by approxizately 453,000 acres.

Proclazation 3887
Enlazgzging the Arches National Monumeat Utah

"WHERZAS, the Arches National Monument in Utah was established by Proclamation
No. 1875 of April 12, 1929, and enlarged by Proclamation No. 2312 of November
25, 1238, and its boundary adjusted by Proclamaction No. 3360 of July 22, 1960,
to reserve and set apart areas containing extraordinary exazples of wind eroded

sand stone formations and other features of geological, hiszoric and scienzific
interest; and

WHEREAS, it would be ia the public interest to add to the Arches Nacional
Monuzent certain ad joining lands which encompass a variecy 2f additionzl features
which constituta objects of geological and scieatific {ncerast to complece the
geologic story preseated at the monument; aad ...."

ot An Act to es:tablish the Arches Natiomal Parzk in cthe State of Utah
(85 Staz. 422

This stacucte changed the status of the Arch2s Naticnal Monuoent
to a National park. The statucte i:tself conzains ao description
of the park area or any refarence to visidiliey.



VESIBILITY REFERENCES IN LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
ARCHES NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: PROCLAMATION #1875, April 12, 1929, 46 Stac. 2988

Uz PROCLAMATION #2312, Nov 25, 1538
S

This proclamation establishtes Arches Nationzl Moauazent

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITZD STATZS OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION
(No. 1875~—Apr. 12, 1929—46 Szat. 2988)

“Whereas, there are located in unsurveyed townships twenty-thrvae and
twency-four south, range tweniy—-one eas:, and twenry—four south, range
twenty-two east of the Salt Lake meridian, in Grand Couaty, Utah, two
areas, known locally as the "Devil's Garden” and tha2 "Windows,” coancalz-~
iag.approximately 2,600 acres and 1,920 acres, respeczively;

Whereas, these araas contaia extraordinary exampliaes of wind er
the shaoe of gigantic arches, natural bridges, "windows,” s=i
balancad rocks, and other unicue wind-wora sands=zoza formations, che
presazvacion crf which is desizadle because ¢ thei: sducazicnzl and

1}
-~

scanis value; aad

Whereas, it appears that the public fnzarast would be promcied by...."

304
This proclamation enlarged the he national acnuzenc.

(map included)

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITZID STATIS 0OF AMSRICA
A PROCLAMATION
(No. 2312--Nov. 25, 1938--53 Scac. 2504)

“"Whereas cerctaia public lands contiguous to the Arches National Monuzent,
in Utah, established by proclamation of April 12, 1929 (46 S:zaz. 2983),
have situated thereon geologic and prenistoric structures of historic
and scientific intarestc; and

Whceraas there are other public lands contiguous to zhe said monument
which are aecessary for the proper care, management, and protection
of the objects of scientific interest situated on zhe lands included
ia the monument and on the other lands referred to above; and

Whereas it appears that it would be in the public {nterest to resar—-
such lands as part of the said monuzanc:

Now, THEREFORS, I, Franklin D. Roosevel:, Presiden: of the United Scates of
Aoerica, under and by virtue of the authority veszad in e by section 2 of
the act of June 8, 1906, c. 3060, 34 Scaz. 225 (U.S.C., title 16, sec. 431),
do proclaim thact, subdject to all valid existing righcs, the following-
described lunds in Utzh are hereby recerved from all forms of....”



The Bad Lands country does not readily lend {tself to accurate
definition or brief description. ’

The appellation "Bad Lands”™ was given to the reglon by the Indians,
which name was thereafter adopted by the early French-Canadian
trappers and handed down to the white man. It signifies a country
difficulc to travel through, geaerally because of the ex:tremely
rugged surroundings and the infrequency of passes through the

Great Wall.

TOPOGRAPHY

The chie? topographical featuras of the area ezbraced in che bill
are Sheep Mounzain and the Grea: Wall. The view froz the cedar-

covered -op of Sheep Mounzain, lookingz dowm o0n tha vas: exodans2 of
projecziaz poiats or pinnacles anc boilozless ol

, is indescrihatle.

The Greaz Wal.l, frsa 300 co 400 Zeec hign, viewed £ro= the vallaevs,
and szretcning Sor ziles iz an east aad west direction, disclosas
for auch of the diszance a continuous serrated sayline series of
towers, piznacles, and precipizous zulches. The laandscaze is
stranze and wiard in the extrexme. Tais wall divides the higt

grass covered table—~lands Irom the lowlands or adjciniag basin

couatry.

-

On close approach, the spec:tato
grandaur and scrangeness ol the

Taps snow m=;aay chousands ol acr a this seczlion as unsuTveyabdle.
The deaep silenca is penetrating tc a degree, and thers Is almos:

a ctoctal absancas of growing and living ‘things. Deep rutted ravines,
high ridges, hills aand cliffs of gravish wnice, tempered with
varied s:zratas of browns, vellows, purples, reds, andé bluas by

the diszant haze, exctend far bevond view in evaerv direcczion.

Their fantastic shapes ars constantly being changed by arosiosa.

is overwhelmed with th2 sublize
rugzed contour. ZIven Govarnment
i

as
c

World zravelers pronounce the panoramic scenery of the 3ad Lands
of such rare, weird mazniZicence, waich, intensiZied by cthe im-
pressive agesolation, can anever be forgotten.

FOSSILS

The various stages of animal life through ecns of tize arce

geologically racorded in the peculiazr soil of the 3ad Lanads.
The work of the scientists in briaging to ligh: the hiscory of
the plant aad animal life of the past is going on conszan:ly.

In Zcrz=ative geolozic tizes, tne 3ad Lands abounded in anizal
life in vast variezvy. Their fossil rezains are easily Zfound in
profusion, embedded in the Icrmations of tpe region. Here ara

to be Zound the skeletons of grass-z2ating ramzals largzer than the
mastodon. Here the ancestors of most of the prasent aniaal king-
dom roazmed at will, fighzing f{or existeace. Specimens of thesa

fossil remains now repose in the werid's principal =useums.



COMMITTEE REPORT: Senate Report No. 2073, 70ch Congress, 2d Session
Proposed Establishment of and 3oundary Ravislons of
Certain National Parks (February 25, 1929)

“"The Comaictee on Public Lands and Surveys, pursuant to aad in
accordance with S. Res. 237, reports that a subcommittee consisting
of Senators Nye, Norbeck, Dale, Kendrick, and Ashurst in July and
August of 1928 visited the sites of certain proposed national parks
and certaia other nazional parks, and that the said subcommiztee has
submitted the following report, which is approved by the committee.

PROPOSED TZTON (3AD LANDS) NATIONAL PARK, S. DAK.

The commizzae made an inspection of an extensive area of the

South Dakota Bad Lands and was grzatly impressed wizh their value

for scientific and scenic interest. The principal scenic features
ara the Great Wall, Cedar Pass, 3ig Foot Pass, and as unsurveyabdle
area of great fascination known as the Pinnacles.

The topography of the Souzh Dakota Bad Lands is so unique, varied
and {ateres:zinag, aand the fame of the region as a larze field for
scientific exploration of the zeologic past is so extensive, the
comnmiztee is of the opinion tha: this area is worzhy of a nazioaal
pack status. The whole area is an open book on the evoluzion of
animal lifa from the earliest geologic period. The fossil remain
of prehistoric animals embedded in the forzations oI this region
are found iz great profusion. For ovar S0 vears it has been the
scene of operation for sciencific expaditions froz all parts of
the world. Specimens of these fossils repose ia the world's
principal auseums.

Srosion has facilitcacted the exposure of these fossil remains and
nas caused the rugged contour cf this seczion to assume the mcst
fantastic and unique shapes. There is a wealth of scenic features
wich 2 wide range of exquisite coleriag which can zct be found
elsewhere.”

In conclusion, the committee statad:

"The 3ad Lands of South Dakata furnished the commitzee with an
entiraely different character of this picturesque and unique scanery
than is to be found in the 3ad Lands of North Dakota (proposed
Roosevalr National Park). The formations of the proposed Teton
(3ad Lands) Natiomal Park are of a jagzed spire type, an extraaely
unusual formation, as compared with the crimson buttes of North
Dakota, and convinced the commi:tzee that this area should be given
national park status, in order that i: can be properly praserved
and adninistered for the benefit of the thousaands of people who
pass zhrouzh this section yearly.”



VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
BANDELIER NATIONAL PARX

STATUTE: Presidential Proclamation No. 1322 - February 11, 1916.
(39 Sctat. 17764)

The proclamation makes no mention of the scenic attridbutes of the
area. The purpose for the preservation of the area as a National
Monument follow:

WHEREAS, certain prehistoric aboriginal ruins situated upon public
lands of the United Scates, within the santa Fe National Forest,
in the State of New Mexico, are of unusual ethnologic, scieatific,
and educational interest, and it appears that the public interasts
would be promoted by-reserviang these ralics of a vanished paople,
with as nuch land as may be necessary for the proper protecczion
thereof, as a National Monument.

COMMITTZE REPORT: House Report No. 2427, 56th Congress, 2d Session.
Cliff Dwellers National Park. (January 23, 1901)

A bill was introduced into the S56th Congress to set aside the Bandelier
area as a national park. The commi:ztee report ta the bill included an
“official report” of the General Land 0ffica. That report contained
the following reference to the scenic beauty of the placeau area:

“South of the Juege Canyon the stratum of tufa covers the entire
plateau from the base of the mountains to the Rio Grande, and is
deeply s=amed by zmany caayons and canoacitos, which cutiing through
the stratum of tufa, leave it exposed in perpendicular walls. The
district is traversed by the caaycns of the santa Clara, Chupederos,
Juege, Alamca, Sandia, Pajarito, and Frijoles, besides many lesser
canyons and canoacitos, and is on the whole one of great scenic
beaucy.”

COMMITTEE REPORT: House Report No. 3705, 58ch Congress, 3d Session.
The Pajarito Cliff Dwellers' National Park.
(January 19, 1905)

This region e=braces the ruins of a largze number of prehistoric buildinags
and caves of very great interest. The caves are excavated in volcanic
tufa {n the sides of £all and picturesque cliffs, and are well preserved.

This commi:ztee report included a study of the Bandelier area made by
a represeatative of the Bureau of Forestry. The following passage
is an excerpt from his report:

“"The lands embraced within the proposed park are, with very few
exceptions, well covered with cedar and pinca timber of dwarfed

growth. In the western portion of the caayon and on the northern
hillsides, are groves of pine, spruce, oak, alder, acd long-leafed
cottonwood. Scacztered over the territory in quescion are rastrictad
areas of grass-covered. lands, foraing szall open glades. The range
value of these lands is low and of small consideration. The high
plateaus of tufa, deeoly riven bv zanv canvons, with the ramifications
and picturesque cliffs, form a landscape wnich is exceedingly beautiful.




VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: An Acz to provide for the establishment of the Big Bend
National Pack in the State of Texas, and for other purjposes,
approved June 20, 1935. (49 Scac. 393)

“"The State of Texas, known as the "Big Bend” area, shall
have been vasted in the Uniced States, such lands shall
be, acd are hereby, established, dedicated, and set apact
as a public park for the benefit and erjoyment of the
people and shall be known as the "Big Bend Natiomal Pazk.”

COMMITTEZ REPORT: House Report No. 873, 74ch Cengrass, lst Sessioc.
Big Bend National Park. (May 13, 1$35)

Facts coaceraing the progosed legislation are set fo:rth in the favorabdle
report of the Secratary of The Interior under date of April 16, 1935,
which repor: is hereinbelow sec out in full and made a part of this
repoct, as follows:

An excerpt froz the Secretary's report follows:

"This proposed legislation would auchorice the establishment of the
Biz Bend WNazionmal Park, in the State of Taxas, whea the necessary
lands shall have been secured by the United States by donation. The
Biz Bend area is a regica of imsoici scanery, and contains :any_——
varfeties of rare plant and anizal lifs. It is a national impor-
tantance and worthy of Federal protaction and development as a
nacional park. The scenic grandeur of the B3ig 3eand counti:v extands
across the border inco Mexico, and it is hoped that, if this proposed
legisiation is enacted, the Mexican Goverament will be iavited ro
cooperate with the United States in the estatlishment of an iazer-

national park.”

COi4ITTEE REPORT: Senate Report No. 547, 74th Congress, lst Session.
Biz 3end Natioral Park. (April 15, 1935)

"To the south, however, the landscape is dominated by mouatain ranges
and is felt to be of high caliber to rank well as a nacticral park. Iu
the Chisng Mountaine the visitor is agreeably surprised at the colcrful
rock expanses, rose~colored and tinged with faint greens and yell:ws.

One of the dramatic features in this area i{s the Rio Grande itself,
which {n its tortuous course, cuts through three steep-walled
canyons, the Santa Helena, the Mariscal, and the Boquillas, and
meanders over flat river plains becween.

The romance of old frontier Mexico i{s in the atzosphere of the

Big 3end region. Ia the Chiscs Mountalas the visicor is continually
aware of {ts presence. The outstanding views in three direccions
carry the ave over into the mountaias of O0ld Mexico. From the

sout~ rim, over J5,00U Zz2ec adbove the river the ave 0Dfaixs the =0S<T
iramatic zanoraz=a of the Chiscs--—a 20C-wile sweep of American and
Hdexican terzain. 3elow the Rio Grande winds through wallad canvons
and river flood plains. As a unic of the national park system the
region would be unique in this incernational flavor.”




VISIBILLITY REFERENCES IN LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
BRYCE CANYON

BRYCE CANYON

STATUTE: “An Act to establish the Utah National Park in the State of Utah,
approved June 7, 1924.7 (43 Scat. 593)

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprasentatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That thera {s
hereby reserved and withdrawn from settlement, occupancy or
disposal under the laws of the United States arnd dedicated and
set apart as a public park for the benefi:t and enjovmen:t of the
people, under the name of the 'Utah National Pazk'.”

COMMITTEIZ REPORIS: Senate Report No. 294, 63th Congress ls: Session
(March 21, 24) "To Establish The Utah Naticnal Pach
In the Scate 0 Utah.”

excerpt from a lezter to I.L. Learoot, Chaiman, Committee
on Public Lands and Surveys, froz Huber:t Work, Secreca:y
of Iaterior: (description of the area)

“The area under consideration contains what is kanown as Brycs Caavon, which
lies on the eastern declivicy of the Paunsaunt Placeau, abouz 25 ziles
southeast of the town of Panguictch, and as the crow flies, about 55 miles
northeast of Zion Nationmal Park. It is one of the three dutstanding scanic
exhibizs of southwestern Utah, the ochers being Zicn National 2azk and the
Czdar 2reaks area withia the Dixie National Fcrest, and is readily aczessibdble
by good automebile roads.”

Excarpt from a letter to I.L. Lenroot, from Henry Wallace, Secretary of
Agriculture, recommending Bryce remain under Forest Service jurisdiction.

“"The area described in the bill contains one of the most unigue and
beauciful examples of rock erosion to be found in the United Stares.
Through the operation of natural agencies a section of the clifi systea
of the region corresponding approximately to the area described i{n the
bill has been transformed into a fantastic array of pillars or columns
which through the creanmy wniteness of the rock forzaticn give the area

a 30st actctractive aspect. Lt theraiore is gaining increasing popularcicy
as a scenic attraction and as a point of interest to the geologists.

Tne public izportance of the area is such that it demands rezantion

in public ownership and proper protection against aisuse or defacement.”




As a detailed study it

The attractiveness of the canyon is a sublime spectacle viewed as a

panorama from the certain points of vantage.
would appeal only to the geologist.
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STATUTE: “Aa Act To pro#ide for the addition of certain lands to the

Bryce Canyon National Park, Utah, and for other purposes,
approved, June 13, 1930." (46 Stat. 582)

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represertatives of the

Unlced States of America in Congress assembled. That for the purpose of
preserving in their natural State the outstanding scenic features to the
south and west of 3ryce Canvon National Fark, the President of the United
States be, and he {s hereby, authorized, upon the joint recommendation of
the Secretariec of Interior and of Agriculture, to add to the Bryce Caayon
National Park in the scate of Utah, by Executive proclamacion, aamy or all

of unsurveyed townships 37 and 38 south, range 4 west, Salt Lake meridian,
not now included in said park, and all the lands added tc said park pursuant
hereto shall be, and are hereby, made subject to all laws, rules and regula-
tions aéplicable to and ia force in the 3ryce Canyon National Park.”
(U.s.C., 6th supp., title 16, sec. 402d.)

COYMITTEEZ REPORT: House Report No. 1356, 7lst Loag 2nd session

“To Provide For Addition of Certain Lands To The
Bryce Canyon Natiomal Park.”™ (March 2, 1930)

excerpt from a memo to the Secratary of Interior from
Arno Cammerez, Acting Director of the Nazional Pack
Service. (april 23, 1930) (racomzendiag passage of
the bill enlarging Bryce Canyon National Park.

Exctending to the south and west of the park as at preseat coastituted,
is an area containing exhibits of wind and water erssion, compariag
favoradbly im beauty and sciencific interast with similar features wichin
the park for the preservation of which the present park was established.

STATUTE. "An Ac:z To adjust the boundaries and for the addiziom of cerzain

lands to the Bryce Canyvon Nationmal Park, Utah, and for other
purposes, approved Februacry 17, 1931." (46 Stac. 1166)

“Be i: enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Uniced States of America in Congress asseambled, that for cthe purpase
of preuserviag in their natural scate the outstanding scenic features
thereon and for cthe purpose of rounding out the boundary of the
Bryce Canyon National Park....”

STATUTE: "An Act To correct the description of land added to the

Bryce Canvon National Park pusuaat to the Act of February 17, 1931,
approved Yarch 7, 1942." (56 Stac. 1l41)

TTEZ REPCRT: House Reporz No. 923, 77th Congfess 1st session
(July 10, 1941.

excerpt from a letter to J. W. Robinscn, Chairman,
Comzi:zcee on the Public Lands, House, from darold Ickes,
Secratary of che Interior. (May 22, 1941) (recommending
addizions to Bryvce Canyon National Park)

“From a scenic standscint, the lands in gquestion ara vizal to the

aational park. Thev contain portions of the ria of che canvon, large

sections ¢f the famous Pink CliZ:Z formactiom, and mazv nienlvy colorad

and fantascticallv carved erosional forms. They also coacain scienzi-

fically valuable fossil deposits. The oreservation of the canvon ria
and cthe weirdlv sculotured pinnacles found izzecdiactalv selcw the ria

was, of course, the orimary purpose in giving the 3rvee Canvon area

national nark staczus.

I have been advised by the Bureau of the Budgec that cthera would be no
objection by tha: Bureau to cthe presentation of this report to the
Coagress.”

Siacerely yours,



VISI3ILITY REFERENCES IN LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
CANYONLANDS NATIONAL PARK

CANYONLANDS

STATUTE: “An Act To provide for establishment of the Canyonlands
National Park in the State of Utah, and for other purpeses.”
(78 Stac. 93%)

“Be {: enacted by the Senztaz and House of Reprasenta:ives of the

United Statas 0f Azerica in Ccngrass assexzbled. Tha: ia arder to
preserve an area ia the State of Utah possessing suserlaczive cscanic,
scientific, aand arzheologic featuras for the iasoiraticn, dexnefi: and

use of the sublic, cthare is heredy established the Canyonlands Nazional
Park which sudjecz zo valid exiszing righcs, shall cozprice the followizg
genezally described lands:”

<

-~
-
o

COMIZTTES REJORTS: HOUSE REZPIORT No. 1823, 8&:zh Congress 2zd sessiorn.

..... P H

vt describes the arez undar c¢sasideratiecn
2ends passags ci t iz

"Half oI che Canyronlands
the Grzeqn and C g
ozher hall lias

ciztee whs visized
.authes of cthe b

called iz a soeczazul
othess have put

the Grzzd Tezcns.

The wholz area pra2sents "the scenerv of ercsion,” as the Natiomal Parck
Service dascribed it in its pazmpnlet rejort on Canyozlands, datad
Marzsh 1962, 1ts prizary incerest to the putliz lies act in its o=
or fauna, for these are relatively scarce, but ic its geology. This
has be=n suzsarized by :zhe Jational Park Service thus:

siZ

.

The cctuéy araa is the scenic heart of the Colorado Plateaus Provinca. &
Iz cornzaias a stzrzling diversitv of iaspiraticnal scezecy, but {s never-
theless a coxmpraehensive whole. Although soze of the iadividual features
found wizhin the acea (acches, c¢liffs canvons, colorful vack 1=z
s2cidasase flora aad faunma) are also found ia o:iher units of the natfonal
park systez, zany are not duplicataed elsewhere and the total assexzblage
of features and their visual aspects is unicue. Nowhare else is thera -
a cozdirable copersuailv to wiew a ¢ , gaciozically

sniZican: vilderness Zrca above, and then zZe:t 2own inzd its =idss=--

21 NSt lcse the zTtoosonere O rezlta wilceTrness.
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"The placid parks, particularly Chesler and Virginia, ringzed by the
bristliag forest of fantastic needles, are outstandizg. Elephant Caavon,
offering rapidly changing scenery every hundred vacds, has towering

Druid Arch as a climax at its head. Szlt Creek and zorse Creek and

their tributaries provide equally intricuing but verv different visual
values, as well as Indian ruins of archeological sigzificance. Angel

Arch in Salt Creek Canvon is incomparzole. The zrabens in the Needles,
coun:Ty are scenicallv outstandinz and geolozicallv remarkable. i
Cataractc Canvon-—-zhe exolcrers' nightmazre zad modern river runners'
challencze--is a £2a:zure we.l worth s22ing {(and nearizz). Ia the nhear:

of the Canvonlands the Green and Colcrado Rivers marza their diflaring
shades cf siltzladen wzzars to form the wildest tiver on the contineat;

a stream, untacable and oalv parzly shackled, whose g20lczic historr of
erosion is ascounding, and whose basia holds the worid's 2ost vwivid scenerv.

* * *# Scanding Rock Basin (o:-..ed froz the bouzizries iz the prasenz bill)
would merit nazionzl proteczion on its owm Zor iis coacenctration ¢f huge
sculptured fizme and sctzading rocks. So would Upheavzl Doz2, a faature
geologically unique, with an apparance as uausual &s its sicry. The

Islané irn the Skv, a great plateau rvinzed br shezr cliffs zad conneczed
to the main laad mass oY a neck oniv 40 fes: wide, is anm iacom=darzasle
vantage poias Q= cverlooks iz the Cazmvenalanis orovide diZferent buz

egually stiavlzzinz views.

Scenerv alone ==kes this phavsiocrashic uniz of pztiozal sizanificance and
warrants tihe establishcent of 3 nstionzl vatk withia it. The Reologic
interprezation o thaz scenerv enhances it, and can »e dope sinmoliv

meania gf;llV. ané cramzticallv. A*cnec ogical, discozical, bioclecgical
values tuzctress cthe sigaificznce.”

.

Exerpts from a letter to Wayne N. Aspinall, Chairman,

Commicztee on Iacterieor and Izsular Af£f3irs, Housa from

Stewart L. Udall, Secretary of Izzerior (May 14, 1964)
(recommeads park status for Canyoalands)

"Canyonlaads mav be the Na:zion's last opporzunitr to eszadlish a national
pack of the VYallowstone Naticmal Patk class——a vast arez of scenic wonders
and recreational opportuaities uaduplicated elsewhere on the American

Continenat or in the world.

The proposed Canysnlands National Patk established by 3. 27 is an
hourglass-shaped area in southeastern Uzah, includicg the coniluence

of the Green aad Colorado Rivers Its southern doundary is a faw miles
above the tail waters of the :ese:voi: T podol wiich is ncv being

created Yy Glan Canvon Dam and incorperatec in the Gian Canvon National
Recraation ATez. 1:s =cst northerly doundarmyv is 3C =z=iles aorzh nea- <che
San Juan-Grand Ccuncy lirne and Deacdhorse Polnct S:tate Zarxk. The park area
is approxizmacely 20 miles wide, east to west, aI the aorchera aad souzhera

ends, narcrowing toward the central poriior o about 1U miles.
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The park constitutes the central portion of a mighty, arid valley, much
wider from plateau rim to plateaui rim than the proposed park area itself,
filled with mazes of canyons, gigantic standing rock formations, towering
buttes, natural bridges or arches, balanced rock formations, and other
evidence of mighty geologic forces and millions of years of erosion.
Surrounding the proposed park area, between its boundary and the plateau
rims on eastc and west, are many more outstanding features—the Sixshooter
Pezks, Cleopazra's Chair, tne Elaterice Butte, the Orange Cliffs, Bagoipge
Eutre, and others which will be landmacrks for centuries to come.

The area embraces the deep canyons of the Green and Colorado Rivers in the
north, the confluence of those two rivers where sireams of differently
colored waters run together, to be ciurned into comzon mixzure by the
rapids in the ca:aract-Canyon of the Colcrado River which kaifes chrough
the southera hall of the arz2a thousands o fee: below the leval of the
plateaus.

-]

The park arez will include Grandview Point which is at the end of a plateau

kaowm as tha Islaad ia the Sky, extending Iroc the mor:td toward the hear:
of the parck arez aaé ter=inatiag just above the Laad of Standiag Rocks.
From this poiac visizoss czn view a panoraza of huadreds of scuzre milas
inclucding the major Zeactures o Czavozlands iz the greast wvallevs fa- below
and canv of the distinccive Zcr=ations bevsac =ne borcers of the sack.

rea of the Green and Colorado Rivers in souzheastern
lyv merizs presarvatiot as a national park. Wizhin this

a distinc: scenic divisions sesarzted btv these two deez-
czavecnec rivers. These ate the areas norctaward, westward and southeasctwasd
froz the confluence. The rugged landsca2oe in the 2ara2zs contaiaxs a =-ofucion
of f{aoressive red rock caavons, sandsztone spires, arches, and ozher erosive

features tha:t may well be of woridwide significance.

The coniluenca
Utah unqualisl

ares a2ra thre

SENATE REZPORT NO. 381,
informacion for the cozmmi

nzgress, lst session (background

] @
o
o
o
w O

BACXGROUND
(Language Sizilar to House Rept.)

“Canyonlands may be the Na:zion's last opportunizv te eszablish a national
park of the Yellowstone National Patk class--a vast arez of scenic wonders
ané recreational cppeortunizies unduplizzted elseavhere on the Amarican

Conctinea: or in cthe world.



Surrounding the proposed park area, betweea its boundary and the plateau
rias on east and west, are many more outstanding features—-the Sixshooter
Peaks, Cleopatra's Chair, the Elaterite Butte, the Orange Cliffs, Bagpipe
Butte, and ochers which will be landmarks for ceaturies to coge.

The park area will include Grandview Point which i{s at the end of a

plateau knowa as the Island in the Sky, extending from the north toward the
heart of the park area and terminating just above the Land of Standing Rocks.
From this point visitors can view a panoraca of huadreds of square miles
including the major features of canyoanlands in the great valleys far below
aad many of the distinctive forzmations beyond tie borders of the park.”

The-Sa:ional Park Service, in describing the area, has said:
Count=v to see
The region is visually exciting.
eniz wilderness
the

)
ad sake available
ance ia a

In 1959 che National Park Service begaz a s:iudy of =
which, wizh the signally i{zportanc trip led by hs Sec
Iacterior in 1961, has resulted in the proposal zo preser
for pubdblic enjovment the features of greatest nz:iionzl sigz
Canyonlands Nazicral Park.

o8
e
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PARK VALUES

The study area is the scenic heart of the Colorado Plateau Proviace.

It contains a startling diversity of inspiratiomal scesery, but {s
nevertheless a compreheasive whole. Although soze of the individual
features found wizhia the area (arches, cliffs, canyons, colorZul rock
layers, semideserz flora and fauna) are also found 1a other units of the
naticnal park syscem, many are not duplicated elsewhere and the total
asseablage of features and their visual ascect is uzigue. Nowhere else
is chere a comparable opportunicy to view a colorfiul, exciting, geolog-
cally significant wilderaess Zroz above, acd thez ge: dowm iaco {:z
midst——and still not lose the ataosphere of remote wildernmess.

Cataract Canyon—-che explorars' nightzare and moderz river-ruanmers'
challenge---is a feacture well worth seeing (and hearing). 1In the

neart of the Canvonlands the Green and Colorado Rivers merge their
differing shades of silz-laden waters to form the wildest river on the
continenz; a stre2am, unzamable and onlr par:tly shackled, whose zeologic
hiszozy cf ecosion is aszounding, and whose basin hoids the world's

39st vivid scenery.



The Maze---still unexplored——-is exciting wilderness. The spires

and other erosion remnants on the broad bench west of the rive:s are
compelling. Standing Rock Basin would merit national protection on its
own for its concentrazion of huge, sculptured fins and standing cocks.

So would Upheaval Dome, a faature geologically unique, with an appearance
as unusual as its story. The Island ic the Sky, a great plateau ringed by
sheer cliffs a2ad connected to the mainland mass by a neck only 4C feet
wide, is an incoamparzble vantage point. Other overlooks £in the Canyvonlands
provide different but equally stimulating views.

"

Scenery alone maxe
warrants the esta:

s the pnysiographic unit of nazional significance and
3 i 25

interoretation of ¢
c
e

ishment of a national park within iz. The geolozicz

L L e
nat scanerv ennances iz, and can be done sizolw,
crasaticallv. Arcneological, nisctorical, andé biologi:zal
s bl p .

aificance.

seaniagfully, an
values bdutiTess In

PZCRZATIONAL

Virzually every type ol recreaticn caxz be crovided by the Canvonlands area.

There are zany points for scenic overlook and vistas. Many of the
outstanding landzarsks aliready nazed cax be eajcved from a car wiadow, or 2
dozen steps froz the caz.”
UIZ: "An Act To revise the becundaries of the Canyonlands Nazional Parzk
{in the Staze of Uzah.: (85 Staz. 421)

"3e iz enacczed by the Senate and House of Representzzives of the Unized
States of America in Congress assembled, Thz: the Ac: providing for che
establishment of the Canyonlands National Park (78 Stat. $34; 1€ U.S.C. 271)
is amended as follows:

(a) Delete section 1l and insert in lieu thereof:

That in order to preserve an area ia the State cf Utah sossess-
ing superlative scenic, scienftific, and archeolozic features

£for the inspiraticn, benefit, and use o7 the pudlic, there is
herady estzblished the Canvorlands Nactional Park.”




COMALTTZE REPORTS: House Report No. 92 - 536, 92nd Congress lst session.
“"Revising The Boundaries Of The Caayonlands National Park
In This Stace of Utah.” (Septeaber 30, 1971)

PROVISIONS OF THE LEGISLATION

"As recommended by the commi:tzee, this legislation would estadblish a boundarcy
map description for cthe entire area rather than revising a lexg..v aezes

and bounds description of it. Included in the area are four sigaificantc
addicions:

HORSZSHCZ CANYON

All of the proposed add
coniigzuous tTo the exis:

he park, axcest dcrseshce Canyon, are
undaries.” This area, howaever, would
7 miles Izoz the northwes:t c¢oraer
c2ins such nrnatziomally sizaifizazaz szenic,
zuras, and because of ghe likalihsod of

rehiszoric pictograzhs in the araa ualess
ne avea, this addizien

1 of the lands ar2 presex:zly ia

LAVINDIZR CANYON

Located adjacent tc the southezs: corner of the park, this area contaias
significant scenic values and prehiscoric Indian ruins which meritc
prozeczion. Toraling 11,952 acres, this addizion iacludes only 1,278
acres of State land and 80 acres of private land.

All of cthe above-mentioned addéizions have been reviewed and rescommended
by the Advisory 3Boartd ox Nationzl Parks, Ristoric sites, 2uildings

. - ) b g
and Monuaments.”



VISIBILITY REFERENCE IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
CAPITOL REEF

STATUTE: PROCLAMATION #2246, August 2, 1937, SO Scat. 1856
establishes Capitol Reef National Honoument

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION
(No. 2246-—August 2, 1937—50 Scat. 1856)

“"Whereas certain public lands ia the state of Utah contain narrow canyous
displaying evidence of ancient sand dune deposits of unusual scientific
value, and have situated thereon various other objects of geological and
scientific interest; and

Whereas it appears that it would be in the public interest to reserve such
lands as a national wonument, to be known as the Capicol Reef National
Monument. "

STATUTE: - PROCLAMATION #3249, July 2, 1958
This proclamation enlarged Capitol Reef National Monument to
39,185 acres.

PROCLAMATICON 35249
ENLARGING THE CAPITOL REEF NATIONAL MONUMENT, UTaH

“WHEREAS it appears that the public interest would be promoted by
adding to the Capitol Reef National Monument, Utah, certain adjoining
lands needed for the protection of the features of geological and
scientific interest included within the boundaries of the monument and
for the proper administration of the area.”

TATUE: PROCLAMATION #3888; January 20, 1969
This proclamation enlarged Capitol Reef National Yonument from
39,185 acres to 254,241 acras and brough:t vithin cthe sonuuent
the entire geoleogic structure known as Waterpociiet Fold.



PROCLAMATION 3888 . . -
ENLARGING THE CAPLTOL REZF NATIONAL MONUMENT, UTAH

“WHEREAS, the Capitol Reef National Monument in Utah was established

by Proclamation No. 2246 of August 2, 1937, and enlarged by Proclamation
No. 3249 of July 2, 1958, to set aside and reserve certain arsas possess-
ing significant featuras and objects of g=ological and scientific interest;

and

WHEREAS, it would be in the public imterest to add to the Capitol Reef
National Monument certain ad joining lands which eacompass the outstandiac
geological featurs known as Waterpockst Told and cther cozplexzenting
geological featuras, which coastitute odiects of sciencific interesz, such
as Cachedral Valley; and

WiZREAS, under sectior 2 of the act of Juae 8, 1906 (34 Scat. 225, 15 U.S.C.
-431), the President is authorized “to declare by public proclamatilon
* % * gobjects of history or scientific iaterest that are”

STATUTS: An Act to a2stabiish the Canitsl Reef National Park in tha S:tate of

Ucah (85 Stat. 639)

This statute changed the szatus of Capitol Reef from a National
Monuzent to a National Park. The statute itself con%aias no

reference to visibilicy.

OMMITTEZ REPORT: SENATE REPORT 92 - 157, 92nd Congress lst session
Escablishing the Capitol Reef Natiomal Park In The

cid

State of Utah. (June 17, 1971)

This report accompanied the Senate bill establishiag
Capitol Reef as a national park. The report inzluded
the following descriptlon of the areas:

DESCRIPTION GF AREA

“As zmentioned above, the Capitol Reef arza has unique attributes qualifving

it for nazicnal parzk status in the judgezent of the Park Secvice and i=s
advisers, and that of the comaizczee, the members of which have conduczed
on-the-spot inspections. As described by George Hdartzog, Director of the
Naticnal Park Service, at the committee's May 28, 1970, hearing in Washiagtosn:



It {s a spectacular area containing numerous cliffs, pinnacles, spires

and brilliantly colored rock layers. Its primary geological feature is

a section of the Waterpocket Fold, a great doubling up of the earth's

surface.

CoMMI

The area is equally rich in historical significance, for here prehistoric
Indians lived approximately 1,200 years ago and left many petroglyphs carved
into the smooth cliff walls. Many Indian artifacts and relics from

this period are on display at the visitor center. MHore recantly history

is also recorded on the clifi walls at Capitol Reef by the persoas who
traversed this part of Utah between 1350 and 1875 and carved their names

and dates of passage en route.

Preseat day developments at Capitol Reef include a visitcr center, modern
campground, and several miles of self-guiding trails. The visitor may
spead many hours discovering for himself the marvels of the highly colored
eroded cliffs; the Hickman Natural Bridge whose 133-foot span is 72 fee:
high; Cohab Canyon; Capitol Gorge, with 1,000-foot walls 16 feet aparct;
and many other geological wonders.”

TTEEZ REPORT: House Report 92 - 537, 92d Congress lst session
Establisning The Capitol Reef National Park Ia Uzah.
(September 30, 1971)

This report accompanied the House version of the bill
changing the status of Capitol Reef to a national park.
The report fncluded the following description of the area:

DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION
“"The principal feature of this national monument is the Waterpocket Fold—a

long moaocline extending some 150 miles northwesterly Irom the southeas:ern
Utah bozder.

Once this area was low-lying country covered with swamps and shallow lagoons.
Broad sluggish streams deposited silt and sand on it which ultimately hardened
iato the sandstone and shale now characteristic in the region. The Waterpocket
Fold was creetad, geologists say, oy the uplifting force which craatad the
Rocky Mountains about 60 million years ago.

As the surface of the earth's crust buckled and folded, different formations
were tilted upward and exposed to the a2lements. Year after year, water and
wind reworked the landscape carving away the softer forzatioms and leaving
the more rasistant ones. With nature as the sculptor, this area has become
an intriguingly rugged place. Only rarely can a natural crossing be found
in this long escarpment. Although man has been presenc, the ruggedness of
the country and the sparseness of the vegetation in the desert climata has
kept this ar=a alaost unchanged.”
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VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
CRATER LAKE NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: Act of May 22, 1902, reserving a certain tract of land from
public lands in Oregon as a public park. (32 Stat. 202)

"In che State of Oregon, and including Crater Lake, is here-
by reserved and withdrawn from settlement, occupancy, or sale
under the laws of the Uniced Scates, and dedicated and set
apart forever as a public park or pleasure ground for the
benefit of the pecolec of the United Statzes, to be known as
“Crater Lake National Park.” (U.S.C., title 16,sec.121.)"

COMMITTEE REPORT: House Report No. 613, 55th Congress, 2d Session.
National Park In the State Of Oregon. (ifarch 3, 1898)

Near the center of the proposed park i{s situated Cratar Lake, which is
conceded by all who have visited {t to be one of the greatest scenic
wonders ia the United States, if not ia the knowa world. Increasing
nuzbers of scientists visit it from yaar to year for the purpose of
making additional investigztions, and all of them regard it as one of
the greatest natural wondars of our count:ry. The pecple of the Wast,
as well as tourists, with one accord join the scientisz in the wish
that this erand work of nature mav be preserved in its original heautv
fcr the instruction and pleasure of all who may desiz2 to visiz i:z.

L
2a

The views of the coamissicner of the General Land 0IIice wera included
in the committee report.

The following is an excerpt from a letter from the Cozmissioner:

I think it important that cthis locality should be resarved and
protected, on account of its graat natural wonders and beauties,
and the constantly increasing interest that is being manifested
by the people in regard to ic:.

The views of a representative of the U.S. Geclogical Survey were also
iacluded in the committee report:

“Cracter Lake should be wmad2 a nacional partk because it pessesses
in a high degree all of the essential features necessary to make
a park oi importance to the nation. I is one of our greazest
natural wonders and in every way favorably sicuated foc a health-
ful and instructive pleasure resort of the peopla. The beautv
and maiesnv of the scrnerv are indescribactle, buz che order of
ics izprcssiveness is lixke that of the Niagara Falls, the Yosenmite
Valley, the grand canyons of the Colorado and the Yellowstone,
and vet it is wnolly unlike any of thuse. The lake is rearly
circular, with an average diameter of about 5 wmiles. It is
decply st in the summit of the Cascade Range a2 an altitude of
ova: €£,C.0 £cez abcve the sea.”




"The out slopes of the rim are gentle, well wooded, and watered,
and diversified wich beautiful valas, affording an especially
iavitiag place of resort during the summer to enjoy the scenic —
beauties of the lake and the beautiful and invigoratiang air of

the mountain suazmit. It thus appeass that this great nazural

wonder is so favorably surrounded as to strongly recommend its
being made a national park or pleasure ground for the benefic
of the people.”

“Beautiful and majestic as its sceﬁic features are, the lake and

Cls

{2s surroundings have a geological history that is even moge
attrac:cive, and if made a natiornal pa X, a1d published to the
world as furnished wich faciliciss for study and enterzainmenct,
i1z would doubtless atzrac: many sci s and cocn-
tribuce in the small zeasure ¢ the region,

o
as well as to the general inforzatic he couniry at largs.”

1TTZZ DCCUMENT: Housa Doc. No. 328, 22¢ Congrass, 2d Session.
£ ; =i ecrazazy 0f Wa
The report ¢ access
to the C:a:e
For an cfiic < = 2d a passage
from a stugy e s of Crater Lake
Naziozal Pa:k Two rep nzaci .S. Geological Surveyv.
The following passage is an excerpt o3 Ih .5.G.S. Tepor::

“"Tha ciz encirclfac Crater Laka whan seaz from a diszance from ane
- side, aocears as a broad cluster of szentlv sloping deaks riziac zhou=
the 2eneral crast of the rzaze sn which thav stand. The topojraphic

prozinenca of Mount Mazazz caa be dore fully realized when it is
considered that it is close to the head o Rogue, Klamath, and
Uzspqua Rivers. Thesa are the only larze s:iteam:s bSreakiang thoouyh
the mountains to the se2a bectwaen the Coluzmbia and the Sacrazmeato,
and their watershed aight be expectad to bde the principal peak of
the Cascade Range

&
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Tgo one arrivine bv the road at tha crest of the rim the lake in
311 ics =a‘estic beautv apoeacs sucdenly uson the scane, and is

orofoundlv imoressive. The eve b2nolds 20 ailes of unbroken cliffs.

the remnant of Mount Mazamia, raaging irom over 300 to nearly 2,000
feet in height, encircling a deep, blue sheet of placid water, in
which the mirrored walls viewith the original slopes in in brilliancy
and greatly enhance the depch of :the prospect. The lake is about

4 1/4 miles wide and 6 1/4 miles long, witzh an area of nearly

20 1/2 square miles.

The leczer from the Arzy Corps of Enginaars included this reference:

Ozher iazerescing features of the pack ace the canvons of Azna
Czaek {o0f which excellen: views zay bYe oSzained from zhe existing
road zo Fort Klama:th) and the sizilar caavea of Sand Creek, where
the forzation has been given the naze of ":zhe Pianacles.”



VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE NATIONAL PARKS
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK

STATUTIZ: An Act to establish "The Glacier National Pack™, in the
Rocky Mountains = = =" (35 Stat. 354) (approved 'fay 11, 1910)

"It is heraby reserved and withdrawn f-om set:tlement, occupancy, or
disposal under the laws of the United States, and dedicated and set

apart as a public park or pleasure ground for the benefit and enjoyment

of the people of the United Scates under the name of "The Glacier Natioral
Park.”

COMMITTZZ REPORT: S2nate Report No. 58Q, 60th Congress, lst Session.
To Escablish Glacier National Park In Montanma. (April 29, 1908)

\fThe mountain scenerv is of unocaralleled grandeur and beauty. Mcunt
Cleveland, the nignest peak, reaches aan elevaiion ol 10,434 feez above
the sea, and there are numerous rugged mountains in the proposed park
ranging from 5,000 to 10,000 fea: above sez level.

"In order to open this region of superb and unique sceanery for the publiz
a few main roadways will bDe required 2long the streazs, together with horse
trails to poinis of especial interestc.”

“Lalie McDonald, near the southwestern boundary of the proposed park,
is a sheet of water of an unzatched beauty, surrounded by scenerv of
such siznal 2randeur as to make a roadway along its easzern shore
extremely desirable.

"There i{s also attached to this repor: a tcpographic map of the country,
preparad bv the Geological Survey, list of illustrations, and an article
wricten by Mr. R. H. Chapman, of the Geological Survey, descriptive of
the proposed park.”

The following are excerpts from Mr. Chapman's report:

“In sharp contrast to the plaias rise the amountains, which seen from the
disctance, present a rock wall of grea: steepness, extending apparantly
unbroken for miles. This, the easteran face of the range, is actually
cut by long, deep U-shaped caayoms, wiich have been larzely formed by
the great glaciers wnich ounce flowed Iroz the zighty snow-zovered peaks
and ridges forming the divide between the waters of the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans.”



“"The area shown on the map herewith incloses about 1,340 square miles.
Within these limits there 250 lakes, ranging from 10 miles to a few
hundred feet in extent; there are more thaa 60 gzlaciers between 5 square
miles and a few acres in area; there are animals, plants, and rocks in
numbers and quantity to satisfy the most ardent student, and views of
great variety, beauty, and grandeur to gratify the artisc and lover of
nature.”

COMMITTZE REPORT: " House Recort No. 2100, 60ch Congress, 2d Session.
Glacier Nactional Park.

“Well~known artists and writers who are £frequent visitors here have
described Lake McDonald as one of the most beautiful lakes in the world.

The editor of Forest and Streaz says, in writing of Lake Mcdorald:
There is every scenic beauty here of an Alpine lake, with a far greater
choice of game and fish.

Prof. Jonn H. Edwards describes Lake McDonald and the region surrounding
iz as follows:

"In the heart of the Rockies, in the northern part of Moazana, surrounded
by mountzain peaks in bewildering varieties of form, lies beauziful Lake
McDonald. No: quite so large as Yellowstone Lake, it surpasses tha:
loftiest of American mountain lakes of approximately size in grandeur

of scenery.”

COMMITTZIZ REZORT: Senate Repoar:z No. 106, 6lst Congress, 2d Session.
Glacier National in Montana. (January 20, 1910)
This report included photographs of various areas in the park, including:

1) Continental Divide rear Vulture Peak looking northeast across valleys,
at Headwaters of Saskatchewan.

2) Goathaun: Cliff near Mt. Cleveland-Lewis Range.

3) Vulture Peak from Ouclec of Quartz Lake

4) Peak in Livingston Range showing folded rocks

5) Ampitheatar Cliffs and Grinnel Glacier at head of Swiitcurrent Vallev.

6) Livingston Range looking southwest of Continental divide to Vulture
Peak with cthe Hanging glaciers.

7) Upper Lake with reflections, North fork of Belle River.

8) Chief Mountain from Xennedy Valley



COMALTTEEZ RZPORT: House Report No. 1456, 62d Congress, 3d Session.
Glacier National Park. (February 6, 1913)

[Extracts from the report of Maj. W. R. Logan, Superintendent of the
Clacier National Park in 1911 - 12]

Wicthin its borders are attractions for the scientist and tourist
unsurpassed in any countr in the world, tourists of world-wide
experience pronouncing ic the Switzerland of Azerica. Wichia its
conlines are 60 acctive glaciers, .these ice sheets being the sources

of beautiful cascades and roaring mountain s:ireams flowing {iato

countless clear placid lakes for which the park is famed, the mos:

noted of these being Lake McDonald, Lake St. Marys, Lake Louise,

Iceberz Lake, Red Eagle Lake, Kintla Lake, Bowzan Lake, Rootenai Lake,
Loggiag Lake, Quartz Lake, darrison Lake, and Two Medicine Lake. Lake
McDonald, situated 2 1/2 miles Zrom 3elcon, a litctle town on the =aina
line of the Great Northern Railway, is one of the =ss:t beautiful lakes
in America. It is 3,154 feec above sea level, 12 ciles long, 2 ziles wide,
and surrounded by mountains coverad with virgin forests of westara larch,
cadar, whice pine, Douglas fir, spruce, and hezlock. The air about __

Lake McDonald is remarkablyv clear and pure, cthe fragrance o cthe fir,

pine, and cedar producing a refresning and iavigora:ting atamosphere.

From the sum=it of Red Eagle Mountain one of the grandesc views of
zountain scanery in America is obtainadla, zhis spot being a iavorite
with artists who visit the park.

COMMITTEZE REPORT: House Report No. 593, 724 Congress, lst Session.
Wacterton - Glacier Iaternational Peace Park.
(Februazy 23, 1932)

(This park was established by statute 47 = 145, May 2, 1932)

“"Glacier National Park iz Montana and Watearton Lakes Nationmal Park
iz Alberza and Brictish Columbia, in Canada, are in reality a single
great scenic area of unsurpassed glorv. So closely ara theyv liaked
that Waterton Lake, which gives its name fo the Canadian Parzk, is
divided by the intarnational boundary line.

There is no area in America more replete with beauty of the highest order
than that comprised within these two national parks.”



VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE NATIONAL PARKS
GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: An Act to establish the Grand Canyon National Park in the
State of Arizona, approved February 26, 1919. (40 Scat. 1175)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That there is hereby
reserved and withdrawn from settlement, occupancy, or disposal under
the laws of the United States and dedicated and set apart as a
public park for the benefit and enjoyment of the peoole, under the
name of the "“Grand Canyon National Parx.”

COMMITTZE REPORT: Senate Report Wo. 1082, 6%4ch Congress, 2d Sessicn.
Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona. (February 20, 1917)

The following excerpts are f{rom the report on the bill sudmitted by the
Secrecary of the Interior:

"It seem to be universally acknowledged that the Grand Canyon is the most
stupendous natural phenomenon in the world. Certainly it {s the

1<

v finest
exanple of the power and eccentricity of water erosion and as a spectable
of sublimity it has no peer.”

The sides of the gorge are wonderfully shelved and terraced and countless
spires rise within the enormous chasz, sowmetizes alzost to the rim's level.
The walls and clififs are carved into a million graceful and fantastic
shapes and the many colored strata of the rocks through whicn the river
has shaped its course have made the canyon a lure for the fore=os:z painters
of American landscape.”

This passage is taken from a report submitted zo the committee by the
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture:

"This departmenz has always recognized that the Graad Caavon of the
Colorado is one of the nost stupendous scenic wonders of the worl
and is of first imporzanze Ior the consideratica cf Congrass iz che
establishment of national parks. This area should by all means be
adaoinistered in connection wich the other national carks and this
department heactily approves of its establishmenz.”




VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK

STATUTZ: “"An Act To establish the Grand Teton National Park in the
State of Wyoming, and for other purposes, approved
February 26, 1929." (43 Scac. 1314)

The described lands were:

“"dedicated and set apart as a public park or pleasure ground
for the benefi: and enjoymeaz of the people of the Unicted Stacas
under the name of the Grand Teton National Park of Wyoming.

COMMITTEZE REPORT: Senate Report No. 1537, 70ch Congress 2nd session
“"Establishment of the Grand Tetoa Na:tional Park,
Wyoming.” (Januazy 26, 1929),

This repor: accompanied Senate bill 3313 and endor
to establish Grand Tecton National Pazk. The comai
the ;o-.ou~1g passage:

ses cthe Legislation
tl22 repor: begias with

“The Commiztee on Public Lands and Surveys, to whcz was rcel
(S 5343) to establish the Grand Tezon Nazionmal 2irk of the S
and for other purposes haviag fully and carefully coasidered the saze,
report favorably thereon with recomzendation chat the bill do pass withouts
amendzenc.

2

rTe
TT
ate

The bill provides for the establishment of wha: are justly considered
the greatest and nmost beautiful peaks on the continen: as a natiomal park,
to be xnowa as the Grané Teton National Park o Wromiag. The Tetoz range

Te=

presents the =o0st profouncly imcressive zountain view in America. Iz is
a 2ift to the Nation and posterisv to which the Jeople of Wyoming mav
well be proud that the grandeur and sceaic Teautv of cthese rugged Aloine
peaks of whicnh the Grand Tecton (nigzn2st oI the three, and aotly callesd
the Mactarhorn of Norti america) tewars to 13,747 fee: and the wilderness
area surrounding them may be preserved in their natural stace for the
benefiz and enjoyment of the pecple of the United Statas and future

~=c

generacticns to come.”

The following is an exce:zpt from a2 letter to Gerald P. Nye,
the Chairzan of the Ccmzictee on Publi: Lands, froa

Roy Wesz, the Sec-e.a:v of the Iantericr. Tha lacztier
endorses establisnzent oI Grand Teton as a nationzl pzrtk.



"The proposed park area meets the highest national park
standards as it is one of the outstanding scenic exhibits
of this country.

Therefore have to recommend that the bill be given favorable
consideration by your committee.”

Very truly yours,

ROY 0. WEST

COMMITTZIZ REPORT: Senate Report No. 2073, 70th Congress 2nd session
"Proposed Establishment Of And Boundary Revisions 0f
Certain National Parks.” (February 25, 1929)

The report is self = explanatory:

“The Committee on Public Lands and Suzveys, pursuact to and in accordaaca
wizh S. Res. 237, reports that a subcoanittee consistizg of Senactors

Nve, Norbeck, Dale, Kendrick, and Ashuzs:t in July and August of 1928 visized
the sites of cerctain proposed national parks and cerzain other national parcks,
and that the said subcommictee has subzitted the following report, which is
approved by the committee:

PROPOSED GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARPK, WYOMING

Hearings were held in the territory, and the committee is unanimously

i3 favor of the establishment of the Tetons as a national park. S 5343,
creatzing these great peaks as a national park, to be kaown as the

Grand Teton National Park, passed the Sexzate on February 7, 1929, and was
passed by the House of Representatives on February 18, 1929. This
territory comprises outstanding scenery and is easily deserving of
national park designation.”

COMMITTEZ REPORT: Senate Report No. 1286, 73rd Congress 2nd session
“To Extend The B3oundaries Of The Grand Teton Natiomal Pack
In The State O0f Wyoming."” (June 6, 1934)

This report concerns the effort to consolidate the Jackson's Hole area
into the Grand Teton National Park. Local and regional coatroversy over
the loss of tax revenue prevented the addition of Jackson's Hole through
the Legislative process. Therefore, a separate Jackson Hole National
Monument was created by presidential proclamazion oa March 15, 1943. 1Ia
1950, a stactute was passed which abolished the naticnal monumeat and
consolidated the two areas as the new Grand Teton Nazional Park. The
best references to che scenic attributas of the area ware contained in
zhis 1954 rasorct:

NECESSITY AND PURPCSZ OF THE LEGISLATION

“Grand Teton Natiomal Park is in the Jackson's Hole section of Wyoming, south
of Yellowstone Natiomal Park. The Jackson's Hole couniry Ls of grea: scenic
beauty and (s one of the best game sections of the United States, contaizing
a herd of approximately 20,000 elk, 3,500 zoose, as well as numerous other
game animals. Teton National Park as estadblished is of small area, including
in its boundaries only the Teton Mountains and some lakas at their base.

DMMEDIATE NECESSITY FOR LEGISLATION
The passage of this bill will include in the Nacional Park systeas a

beautiful scenic area. It will bring abou: the proper development of tha
Grand T2ton National Park.”



VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN T4Z NATIONAL PARKS
GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: An Act to provide for the establishment of the Shenandoah
National Park in the State of Virginia and the Great Samoky
Mountain National Park in the States of North Carolina and
Teanessee. (approved May 22, 1926 - 44 Stat. 616)

“"dedicated, and set apa:: as public parks for che benefit and
enjovment of the people.”

COMMITTEE REPORT: House Report No. 4399, 59th Congress, lst Session.
Appalachian Forest Resarve, Etc. (May 22, 1906)

“The White Mountains and the Southern Appalachians are alike in being
natural recreation grounds for a very large part of our pooulation.
Over 60,000,000 of the people of the United States are wizhin twentyv-—
four hours of the Southera Appalachians, and the Whice lountains have
long held a foremsst placxe as a suz=er resort, especially for the
Norzhern aad Middle Atlancic States. 3Both of these regions should be
guarded and handed down to the generations which follow. They are
great natural blessings with wnich we have been endowed and which we
zus: protec:t.” -

COMMITTEE REPORT: Senate Repcrt No. 459, pt. 2, 60th Congress, lst Session.
Southern Appalachian and white Mountain National Forests.
(April 13, 1908)

IV.--FOR HZALTH AND RECREATION.

The Wnicte Mountains aad the southera Appalachians are alike in being
recreation grounds for a very large part of our people. Over 60,000,000
people are within twen:zy—four hours' travel of these regions. The matter
of business {s fmportantc, but the health consideration, which is not to be
—measured in dollars and cents, is not to be forgotten or lightly considered.
Under present day conditions people must have places where they can zo to
get the bracinz air and insoiraticn of the mountains. Tnere are 10,090,000
people within a few hours travel of the White Yountains, a2nd zaay of them
acctually go there year afzer year, not only people of wealth and leisure,
but clerks, teachers, and arcisans, people of small salary, who have the
privilege of only a few days' vacation. The Southera Appalachians are
likewise visiced by many thousands each vear in quest of rest, recrea-
zion, and health. The value of the msunctains to the natioa in this
way nmust no: be overlooked, nor should their value as recreation 3zrouads
be destroved.




COMMITTEZE REPORT: House Report No. 1320, 68th Congress 2d Session.
Providing For The Acquisition Of Lands In The
Southern appalachian Mountains For Park Purposes.
(January 29, 1925)

The Secretasry of the Interior appointed a special commission to study
the feasibility of establishing certain national parcks in the eastern U.S.
The commission's report was printed in full in this House report. The
following passages are excerpts from the Southern Appalachian National
Park Comzittee:

“The two-thirds of our population living east of the Mississippi has
contented itself with a few State parks, not ¥nmowing that in the souchern
Appalachian ranges there are several areas which fill the definitiomn of a
national park because of beauty and grandeur of scenery, presence of a
wonderful variety of trees and plant life, and possibilities of harborziag
and developing the animal life comzmon in the precolonial days but now
nearly extincc.” :

"It is che opinion of the committee that a park in the Zast should be
located if possible where it will benefit the greatest number and it
should be of sufficient size to meet the neads as a recreational ground
for the people not only of to-day but of the coming generations. The
commictee therafore decided that no site coveriag less than 500 square
ailes would be considered. This eliminated a large number of proposed
areas and allowed the committee to concenirtate {ts eflorts om a few

that appearec to be possible sites on account of their size, locaticsz,

and favorable scenic features. These sites have therelore bean thoroughly
examined.

The committee laid down a few simple requirements for its guidance in
seeking an area which could be favorably reported to you for the possible
consideration of Congress:

1. Mountain scenery with inspiring perspectives and delighful dezails.

2. Areas sufficiently extensive and adaptable so that annually millions
of visitors might enjoy the benefits of ouzdoor life and communion
with nature without the confusion of overcrowding.

3. A substantial part to contain forests, shrubs, and flowers, and
mountain streams, wich picturesque cascades and waterfalls over-
hung wicth foliage, all untouched by the hand of man.

4. Abundant springs and streams availadls f{or caeps 2ad fishin,.

S. Oppoctunities for protecting and developing the wild life o :the
area and the whole to be a naturzl ruseun, presarving out:tanding
features of the southern appalachians as they ajpeared in th

early pioneer days.

6. Accessibilicy by rafl and =oazd.



We have found many areas which could well be chosen, but the committee
was charged with the responsibility of selecting the best, all things
considered. Of these several possible sites the great Samoky Mountains
easily stand first, because of the height of mountains, deph of valleys,
ruggedness of the area, and the unexampled variety of trees, shrubs, and
plants. The region includes Mount Guyot, Mount Le Conte, Clingmans Dome,
and Gregory Bald and may be extended in several directions to include
other splendid mountain regions ad jacent thereto.”

COMMITTZZ REPORT: House Report No. 1523, 75th Congress, lst Session.
Addition to Tahoe National Forest, Nevada, and the
Great Smoxy Mountains National Park in East Tennessee.
(August 13, 1937)

The Great Smoxv Mounzain National Park is one of the mos=z ciczuresaue
and beauziful oparks in che countrv, and is differen: from other greaz
parks in its scenerv.

COMMITTZE REPORT: House Report No. 608, 78ch Congress, lst Session.
(June 25, 1943)

AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIORS OF LAND FOR THEZ CONSTRUCTION OF
A SCINIC PARXWAY TO PROVIDE AN APPROPRIATE VIZW OF THE GREAT SMOKY
MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK FROM THE TZNNISSEZ SIDZ OF THE PARK, AND FOR
OTHER PURPCSES.

This report accompanied H.R. 1388, which was enacted iato law in 1944.
(Public Law 232. 78th Congress)

“The projected parkway would £follow a course generally paralled to the north
boundary of the park, and would afford an inspiring oanorama of the mountainc
without discurbinz the scenic or agricultural values of the countrv.

" An excerpt from the Secretary of the Interior's repost on this bill:

“"The purpose of this proposed legislation is to authorize the acceptance
of land to be donated to the Uniced States for the constzuction of a
scenic parkway in the bordering foothills of the mountaias near the
north boundary of tae Great Smoky Mounzains National Park.”

“The prcoosad route would afford ins»irine sanoranic views o€ rhe Graas-
mo0:v lfounczias Natioazl Park.”




VISIBILITY REFERENCES 1IN THE NATIONAL PARKS
GUADALUPE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARX

STATIVUTIE: "An Act to provide for the  establishment of the Guadalupe
Mountains Nacional Park ia the State of Texas, and for other
purposes.” (80 Scac. 920)

Be it enacted by the Senate and douse of Representatives of the United
States and House of Representatives of the Uniced States of America in
Congress assexbled, ThaZ, in order to preserve in public ownership an
arsa iz che State of Texas possessing outstanding geological values
together wizh scenic and other natural values of great significance,
the Secrecary of the Interfor shall establish the guadalupe Mountains
National Park. . . "

COMMITTEZ REPORT: Senate Report No. 1682, 89ch Congress, 2d Sassion.
Guadalupe ountains National Park, Texas.
(Occober 5, 1966)

Three natural features within the bdound
outstanding for cthe layman who visits it. The Zizs: is Guadalupe Peak
wuich rises zo an elevaczion of $,751 feet above sea level or approxi-

mately 5,100 fee:z above the surrounding countryside. This i: the high
point in cthe S:zate of Texas. Close neighbors to Guadalupe Paak are Lo

Pcal: {7,834 feet) czc zhe nocch, Pine Top Mountain (£,362 Zeez) to the

northeasz, and Shuma:zd Peak (3,425 feet), 3Barclac: ?ea“ (8,513 Zae=),

and 3ush Mouatain (8,578 feez) to the northwest, all cf which are withis
the park boundaries.

aries cf the proposed pz:k are
c
e

n l/|
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A second outstanding natural feature within the propesad park is Tl Cag
(8,076 feaz) just south of Guadalupe Park. El capitzn is at the apex o
the wedge-chaped geological formation of which the other peaks herecolore
mentioned are garts. The sheer 1,000-Ioot limestone clifis of Sl Capitan

and the equally imposing glacis below the cliffs give it a for:zresslike
appearance. Visible for 50 miles or more, it has been a landmark ever since
man first appeared in this part of the world and has been well kaown to
white travelers siace 1338 when the Butterfizld Trail was hacked out of

the wildness.

tan
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by the Sezre
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passage is an excerpt from the repcrt or the bill sudbaicted
ary of che Iaterior:

The areas set aside under the bills for che park conzains a combinazion
of scenic and sciencific attributas that cualiir it as an outs:anding
addition to the anazionzl parck system. I contzins scze of the mos:
beauziful londscave ia the 2antire southwestern sart =I zne lUn:ized Star:s,
and its Parmian marine lizestone mountains contaia the mOS:T exizusive

and significant fossil reels in the world. The Guacalupe Range resenmbles




a huge V with the point of the V lying in Culberson County, Texas, and
the two arms extending northward into New Mexico. The point of the V is
El Capitan, which, with its sheer thousand—foot cliff, is visible for
over 50 miles. Directly north of El Capitan is the highest point ia
Texas, Guadalupe Peak, rising to a height of 8,751 feet above sea level.
Elevations range from 3,650 feet at the base of the western arm of the
mountains to the top height of Guadalupe Peak. Between the two arms of
the mountain range i{s a pine-covered rolling highland deeply incised by
canyons. The .contrast between desert and high country atmosphere—
including shaded canyone nourished by mountain streams—--is vividly
apparent. The canyons contain a unique assemblage of plants and animals
that is, in part at least, a carryover from the Pleistocene epoch.
HcRittrick Canyon, which is partlywithin the 5,632 acres presently

owned by the United States, features an exceptional ecological complex
of coniferous and broad-leaved trees and shrubs.




VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE NATIONAL PARKS ,
ISLE ROYALE NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: "An Act To provide for the establishment of the Isle Rovale
National Park, {n'the state of Michigan, and for other purposes
approved March 3, 1931. (46 Statc. 1514)

said area shall be, and is hereby, established, dedicated, and
set apart as a public park for the benefit and enjoyment of the
people, and shall be known as the Isle Royale National Park.~

COMMITTEZ REPORT: Senate Report No. 1794, 7lst Congress, 3d Session.
Establishmeat of the Isle Royale National Park, Michigan.
(February 17, 1931)

Excerpts from a memorandua on the subject of Isle Royale that was submi:ted
to the Secreczary of the lacerior by Director Albrighc of the National Park
Service:

"There are many marvelous beauty spots in their prizmitive condizion, thus
offering perfect exacples of nature's textbooks for the sctudy of scientis:
and student. Ispecially is this the case on the szaller islands surrounding
the main Isle Royale. The excuisite, rugged beauty of the cliiis of the
shore lines, indenced with countless small bays and mouths oi zIrout strczacs
that may be 2njoved by sailinz along the narctow deep fiords or channels,
constitutas a particularly fascinacing coniridbution zo the sceaic offarings
of the park.”

"It is, cherefore, eviden:t that from a scenic, recreational, scienzific
educational standpoint, here is presented one of the outszanding oppo:-
tunicies for the establishmen:t of a great island natiomal pack, uaigue
of its kind in the system, and measuring up to the high standards that
have heen prescribed for such establishment. Its type of scenery,
ucterly distinc: froa anything now found in our national park systen,
its primiciveness, its unusual wild life and interesting flora, its
evidences of possible prehistoric occupation, all combine to make Isle
Royale and its neighboring islands of national park caliber.”

COMMITTEZ REPORT: Senate Repor:z No. 1130, 77th Cengress, 24 Session.
Adding Certain Lands To The Isle Rcrale Matiomal Park,
Michigan. (Februarzy 23, 1542)

These lands were added to the Isle Royale National Park by 56 Stac. 138,
approved March 6, 1942,

The coacittaee report included a report from the Secretary of the Intarcior
on the proposed addition:
iand con:zaias desirable scenic features which are similar

"Passage :
e Rovale, and is ideally located for administration as a parc

T
those of Ic¢

rer



VISIBILITY REFSRENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
KINGS CANYOM NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: An Act To establish the Kings Caayen Nacional Park, Califorania,
to traasfer therceto the lands aow included {a the Ceneral Grant
National Park, aund for ocher purposes, approved March 4, 1940.
(54 Scac. 41)

"... is hereby rescrved an! withdrawn from settlement, occupancy,
cr disposal under tha laws of the United States and dedicated

and sct apart as a public park, to be knowa as the Kings Canyon
National Park, for the ten2fit and anjovmenz of the people.”

COIL{ITTZE REPORT: House Report No. 718, 75:h Congress, lst Session.
Establishing the Xings Canyon Wilderness National Park.
(June 2, 1939)

STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of the bill (Ll. R. 3794) {s che conserve permanently in its
natural condition, as a national pack for the benefit and enjoyment of
the people, opz 0f rhe most famous scenic areas La che United Scates.

COMMITTEE REVORT: Senate Report No. 1134, 76th Coungress, lsct Session.
ceatlon of zhe Klngs Canyar National Parck.
(August 3, 1939)

Excerpt from & report submitted by the Sccretary of the Interior:
The Xings River country is world famous as a high-zountain wiflderness.”
Also, the 3plendid_scenery to the Kings iver Basin was still without

naclonzl park prectection, sudject to mulciple uses such as grazing,
hucting, timbev cucting and hydruelectric power development.




VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
LASSEN VOLCANIC NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: “An Act To establish the Lassen Volcanic National Park {n the
Sierra Nevada Mountains in the State of california, ‘and for
other purposes, approved August 9, 1916."7 (39 Scat, 442)

"and sald tracts are dedicated and set apart as a public park or
pleasuring ground for the benefit and enjovment of the people of
the United States under the naze and to be kaown and designated
as the Lassen Volcanic Natiomal Pack.”

COMMITTEZ RZPORT: House Report No. 1021, 63d Congress, 2d Session.
Lassea Volcanic liacional Park.

Excerpt from the Department of Agriculture's report oa the bill:
"The areas embraced have been restricied to those whose chief value

i€ for their scenic at=raczion and the scieatific and natural wondacs
enbraced therein.”

Excerpt from the committee reporst:

Beau=iful and majestic canvons, particularly Warner Canyon, which cuts
incto the lava for nearly two-thirds of a mile balow Juniper Lake and
Los Molinos Canvon, with 2lmost vertical walls, several thousand fee:
into the ancient lavas of Mount Lassen.

On March 5, 1912, the Lassen Highway Association adopted 2 resolution
unanizously approving and endorsing said bill and urzing its passage,
which resolution is as follows:

Susanville, Cal., March 12, 1512.

RESOLUTIONS ADDOPTED BY THE LASSEN HIGHWAY ASSOCIATION AT SUSANVILLE, CAL.,
MARCH 5, 1912.

Whereas our Congressman, the Hoz. John Z. Raker, has introduced a
bill in the Congress of the Uaited States setting aside certain

lands in California therein described to be known as the Peter

Lassen National Park; and

Wheraas cthese lands are known to us personally; and

Whereas this terrictory ezbraces zanv of the mos: wonderful scenic
features in the world, fncluding lakes, streams, waterfalls gevsers,
hot springs, mineral spriags, boiliag lakes, recent extinct volvanoes,
and many ocher features of great singular beauty and attraczion:
Theralore be it

Resolved, Tha: we unanizocusly endorse sald bill and urge our Reprasen-
tazive tc do his utzmos:t Co secuTe the passage oI the same

Lassen dighway Association.



An excerpt from a letter from the Lassen Volcanic National Park Committee:

“There we have Bumpass's Hell, Devils Half Acre, boiling mud spring, ice
caves, gevsers, hot and ice-cold springs, Manzanita Lake, and a number of
other most becautiful and interesting lakes, the Cinder Cone, and many other
interesting features.”

“"The following letter of date June 16, 1914, from M. E. Dictmar, of Redding,
Cal., goes into detail and describes the natural wonders of the territory
included within the boundaries of the proposed park, which letter is as
follows:"”

(Excerpts from Mr. Diztmar's Lecter)

“Hon Joha E. Raker,
Washingzon, D.C.

My Dear Sir: You are no doubt aware that we have suddenly developed a
scenic wonder in northern Califorania tha: is in a class by itself, so

far as the coatinencal portionm of the United States is concermed. Moun:
Lassen is unquestionably in eruption, and while the area about the crater
for radius of a good many ailes supports nothing of commercial importance,
iz is very iaterescing Iroa the viewpoint of nature's wonders, and will
eventually draw tourists from all parts of the continent and to a cerctaia
extent from all parts of the world.

The writer has recognized the attractive features that nature has beszoved
to this section and has of:ten thought of the advisability of urging that the
area where these wonders of nature are grouped be set aside as a national
park and retaianed by the Government to interes:z aand instruct the present

and future generations of our country.”

"Nor {s the modified activity of Mount Lassen the only thing of interes;;
for miles norcth and south, easc and west, of the monumental snow—clad
pile nature has worked here fantasies.”

“The writer during the past year compiled a book descriptive of Shasta County,
wherein Mount Lassen is located, and ia referring to the wonders of that
region, I used the following:

“In southeascern Shasta the at present somewhat remote and seldom visi:ted
Mount Lassen hational Monument is an unheralded wonderland. The grandeur
of the scenerv and the varvine fantasies of nature were recognized by the
National Govarazent when the Mount Lassen National Monuzen: was estzblished.
Ia cize iz will be kaown as nature's curiosity shop. Here vou fiand che
contradictory hot springs, near by vast caves of ice, almost fathomless
mountain lakes wizh cinder=-cone i{slets and shores of volcanic scoria and
glass, canyons half a nile deep, and mountain peaks that rise a mile abova
the canyon flcor and 2 niles abcve sea level. An unexplorad and almos:
un<nown wonderland is the Mount Lassen National ifonuzent.”




“"The Mount Lassen National Monument should be extended from the small
area at present convered so that ic will cover all of nature's wonders
in that region, and preserve and develop the attractions that are so
generously grouped within a comparatively small coopass.”

“Chambers of commerce of the State of California, civic organizationms,
boards of supervisors, as well as members of the Columbia Universicy
of Yichigan, and others, have heartily endorsed, recommended and urged
‘the creation of this park. Some of these ‘indorsemeats as presented to
the committee and used are as follows:"

Excerpt from a letter from members of Columbia University:

"It i{s aot aloce the great volcano which must appeal strongly to the

imagination of our people, although its ac:iivity has been folllowed

wich keea interest by citizens in every part of the country; but the

Cinder Cone, with its wonderful double crazer, the marvellous modern

fields of lava and beds of volcanic ash with associated remnants of a

forest destroyed about a century ago, the lake dammed by the recen:

lava flow, and the drowned trees rising above its waters, the boiling

springs of great beauty and wonderful variety, and all the other natural
rvels which surround the =ouncain base would make cthe region, if opened

to the public, one of the most attractive wonderlands ia our country.”

“The auto trip from Susanville to the base of the mountain was alone
sufficient to justify the time and amoney spent in this part of our
excursion, the wonderful scenery and the zajestic pine forests providing
abundant interest for every mile of the journey.”

"On the whole, it is difficult to imagine a region where the more striking
phenomena of nature are developed on a grander scale or in a manner cal-
culated to appeal more strongly to the average individual.”

The committee stated in its concluding paragraphs:

“"These parks are not only an asset to the State ia which they are located
but a great asset to the National Government, and the committee believes
it will redound to the benefit of the Congress that creates a national
park out of such wonderful territory with its natural beauties and
surroundings to the end that it may be preserved for all times for

the benefic of the people.”



VISIBILITY REFIRENC

ES THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
MAMMOTH CA A

N
VE NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: An Act To provide for the establishament of the Mammoth Cave
National 2atk ian the Stace of Kentucky, and for othar purposes,
approved May 25, 1926." (44 Stat. 635)

“there i{s hereby, established, dedicated, and set apart as a public
park for the benefic and enjovment of the peoole, the tract of land
in the Yammo:h Cave region in cthe Stace of Xentucky."

COMMITTEEZ REPORT: dousa Report No. 1178, 69ch Congress, lst Session.
HMamcoth Cave National Park.

Included in the committee raport was a report submi:ited by the

Southern Appalachian National 2ark Coaaission. This commission was
appointed by the Secratary of the Intarior o report on the feasibilicy
of establishing certain areas {n the eastern U.S5. as national parks.

“The Mammoth Cave area is si:tuaced in one of the mos:z rugzed portzions of
the great Mississippi Valley 2nd contains arzas of apparencly original
forests which, thouzh comparacively s3all {a extent, ara of prize value
froa an ecological and scienciiic standpoin: and should be praservad

for all time in its wvirgin state for study and 2ajoyment. Much of the
proposed area is now clothed in forast through which flows the beautiZul

At

and navigable Gr2ea River and Lzs braach, the lclin River.”

"Also, i{n 2is aanual reports of 1918, 1919, and 1920 che Dicector of

the Yational Park Sarvice, Mr. Staphen T. Macher, indicaced his apcreval
of the Mazmoch Cave Wational ?ark project, and in nis reporz of 1520
went so far as to sugzest the propriety of theve being made Federal
appropriations Zor the purpose of purchasing the needed arsa therefor.
Wa quote therafrom the followiag excerpts:

"The land itseli, covering the cave aand contiguocus areas, centains thousaads
of acras of the splended virgin growth of the deciduous forasc growth of the
East. Its locacion at the head of navigation of the Green Rfver coantributas
another particularly facinatiag detail of the richness of that region.”

The ccamittee stated in its coaclusfons:

“The ar=a called for ia the b{ll will insurs a 3reat recreatfonal 3round,
most advantageously located, where, in spring, summer, and fall thousands
of our peapla nay fiad--{a addition Co the pleasur2 and iaterest der{ved
from an inspection of the caves and their many features of iaterestc--the
dost delightful outdoor recreation {n boating and {ishing nn Gzasa a-d
Nolin Rivers, lovely, navizabdble strezams flowiag for miles :through zhe
aronosed nar<, and 11 traversing Zle plcturesyue and ruzzed hills and
valleys_and zreaz focusts of the razion included {n the ornoosed sark araa.




VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIV3E HISTORY
MOUNT McKINLEY NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: “An Act to establish the Mt. MecXinley National Park, in the
Territory of Alaska, approved February 26, 1917.°
(39 Stac. 928)

“of the United States, and said ctract is dedicated an
set apart as a public park for the benefi: aand enjovment
of the people uudar the name of tite llounz McXinley
Natiomal Park.”

Z 'REPJRT: House Repor:z No. 1272, 6&th Congress, 2d Session.
¥cr. McXinley National Park, Alaska (Januazy 10, 1917)
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“"The bill resazve approx-ma: aly 2,200 square ailes of pudlics land, ewmbracing
Mount McXinley, as a natiomal Da.a. Mount McXinley is sizuated in the
interior of southern A-aska beiag about 125 miles from the Pacific Ccean
aad about 70 miles from Broad Pass, through whizh is being constiructed

the Govarament railrocad in Alaska.

The principal reasons for the establishzent of the pack are, firsz, the
izulating of ctravel by tourists and sighct-seers to Alaska; second, the

p'ese-va ion 0f the nazional scenerv, the facilizating of :travel zo the

patk, and the accomendation oi tourists; thizd, the protacticn of game.

Mcunt McKinley is not oanly the highest mountain in North America, but

is the most unique in its conformaction. It reaches in altitude 20,300 feer.
While this mcuntain is remarkable by reason of its extraordinary heighe,

it is unique through the fact that it rises almost abruptly from che
foothills and plaias surrounding its base, which only have an al:iitude

of two or three thousand feet.”

An Act of March 19, 1932 (47 Scac. 68) revised the boundaries of cthe
park, but the act itself contained no referance to the scenic qualities
of the zr2a. The commitzaze rapor:z to the d1ll did include such a

descripcion:
COMAITTEZ REPORT: House Report No. 275, 72nd Congress, ls:t Session.
To Revise The 3oundazy 0f The M:. HeXinlay National
Park, In The Tesvitory of Alaska » « .~ (Jan 25, 1932;

The following is an excerpt from a memorandum from the Director of the
Park Service to the Secretary of the Iaterior, explaianing the purposes
for the addizion of lands:

“The proposed extension to the northwest will bring Wonder Lake {ato the
park. The shores of this lake would provide an advantag=ous size for
another hotel-lodge development and would afford a finer view of Mount
McKinlev than anv now had in the park.”




The
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reports begins wiih a "meamcrial froc the Geological Sociezr of ame
cinz the estadlishaent of a national park in the State of Washiing:
following excarcp

VISIBILITY REFERENCES LN THZ LECISLATIVE HISTORY
MT. RANIER NATIONAL PARK

“An Act To sot aside a portion of certain lands in the Stace of
.

Washington, now known as the 'Paciiic Forest Resecve,' as 3
public pack 2o be kaown as 'Mounc Ranier Na:tional Park,' approved
March 2, 1899."° (3C scaz. 992)
The designated lands wera:
hereby dedicated and sef apart as a pudlic park,
to be kncwm and designated as the "Mouaz Ranier
Nazional Park,” for the bencfit and eniovment of
the people
REPORT: Senzze Mis. Document MNo. 247, 532 Congress, 2¢ Session.
(July 26, 18%4)

s weTre taken from= .h.: repoTs:

“The westera 23wt of this reserve includes =z2av features of unicue
interas: and wondezfyl e-as~dan- ghich fiz iz geculiarly 2o de a

2
ional park, fozever se: aside for the plaasure and {nstruction
£ the people.

This grand mountaina is nog, like Mount 3lanc, meraiy the doaminant
peak ¢f a chain of snow acuntains; it is the onlv snow peav in view
Mount St. Helens and Mouat Adams being, like it, isolated cnd =aay
miles distant. Rainier is majesiic in its isolation, reaching 3,39

to 8,000 feet above its neighbors. It is supesd ia its doldress,

rising froc one cauyon 11,000 fee:z in 7 miles. MNot oanly is iz che
grand2st acuntaia in this couniry, it is one of the grand mounzains

of the world, to be nazed with St. Zlias, Fusivama, and Araraz, and

the most supert suznits ¢f che Alps. Eainent szicn:s of Zrglanl

and Cermany, who, as nmembars of the Alpine club of Sw erland aad
travelers of wide ecxpericace, would naturally be cons azive o their
judgmenc, have borne witness to the mzjesty of the scenary atoue Nasies.
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In 1883 Prof. Zitctel, a well known German geologist, and Prof. James
Bryce, menber of Parliament and author of the American Ccraocawealth,
made a report oa the scenery about Mount Ranier. Azong other things
they said: .

“The scanery of Mount Kainier is of rare and variad hzausv.
The nezx itself is as noble 2 mounggain us we have avar casn
in {cs lines and szructure. The glacizrs which descend Sronm
its snow flelds present all the characteristlc foatursas cof
thos2 in the Alps, and though less extensive thaa the ice
strears of the Moua: Blanc or Monia Rcsa groups are #- their
crevasses and serracs equalicty striking and equalliy wirihw ¢
close study. We have seen nothiag oore beauziliul in S:i::e
or Trrel, in Norway or in the Pyrenae:, than the Carvan Riv
glaciacs and the great Puyallup glacisrs; inuc’d :h= i:c iz

fine. The cozbinirion cf ic=2 scene-w victh :5nﬁ‘«ﬂﬂ R

of che grandes: tyrpe ic o be found natiere in the GLI World,
unless it be in the Himalayas, and, so far as wa know, nowher:2
else on the American Coazirenc.”

“3ut the highwav which would challenge the w
in erand scenerv weuld extead from the Cowi:i
aloay zhe zrest of the ranze 0 the Cascade
tance i3 50 giles. 31 in chne nark 2nd 'Y bev £
roac. Within che reserve the suamii is open ani pa
the east is a sea of mountainc; on the west is a bo
of 3,000 fea:z to zhe valleys o Zowlitz and Waite v
yond which Tacoma rises in overpeweriag grandecur, 8
above the road and only 12 miles discantz.”

The menorial was signed by the National Geographic Society,
the American aAssociatZon for the Advancement of Scienza, the
Geological Societr of Azerica, the Sierra club, and the
Aopalachian Mountain zlub.

COMMITTEZ REPORT: Bouse Repocst No. 2300, S5Sch Congress, 3d Session.
Washiagton National Park. (Fetruary 24, 1399)

The daze on this report precedes the approval daze for che
aside Mz, Rainier as a Nazti{onal Farw by six cdavs. Thas passaue
gnnd example of a reference iz the scenic teanty ol an ires, bdut

witaia the park boundaries:

“This lszgislacion {s scrongly Ay

the purpose is 0 prasarve {zoa injursy or dis
other nazural beauties of Meunc Ralrier and
@abraced wvichin the baundarices deszribed in


http://Natian.nl

COMMITTEE REPORT: Senace Report Mo. 2973, S7ch Congress, 2d Session.
Iaprovement of the M:. Raniar National Park In The
Scate Of Washiangton. (February 10, 19923)

This report concerned an apprepriations bill for “"sundry civil expenses”
and included an amend=ent for izpgrovezenzs ia Mt. Ranier National Park.

“The mcuntalnous country within the nark ennstitutes scaaic baausiag
unsurpassed aavwaese 1t the world. An abrupr peak rises nrearly
15,00u fecc from the snov line aand is prorounced by mcuncain clishers
froz all parzts of the globe to be one of the wmest, if ne: the most,
striking aountain peaxs in the world. The zlaciers surrounding the
park, the water courses, the forests, znd the canyoas are of che
greatest possible {nieres:c, and the prozeciion provided for and the
iaprovements to be secured by the proposed lesislatioa are to be
‘commended. ’

Mz. E. A. Hitchcock, Secretary of the depart=an: of Intersior, wroce 2
lezcer zo0 M=o hx-.iam 3. Allison, the yhaittan ¢l the Appropriations
Comnicttee, describing the need for improv the pack. Tae
izzroveneats invelved coastruczicn of “wa ::ads" (l°“’) ;. tha
pacti for accessi2ility purpeses. Tne le:

in the park and concludes the natural §
the construction of proper roads:

b
u
2

ures canact bde anoyei without

“This natioral park, it is szated iz a paper pre pared by Mr. T

. G.
Flummers, of the Geological Survey, inzludas wizhia izs boundarias:

(1) Moun:t Ranier (or Tacoma), the grea:test andé most beausiful
of the snow pezxs i{n chis couatry. I:zs altizuds 1s
15,5235 Zeez, and its mass su;fz:;e:: to £ill Lake Eria,

(2) A wonderful system of living glacisrs, of which the large
is, alone, greater in exien: than zhe zombined acea of
the glaciers on Mount Blanc in Swi

tzerland.

(3) The Sluiskin and Tacoisch ranges 9 volecanic peaks, morz
beautiful in profile cthan the Tezons of the Yellowstone.

(4) Canons 3,000 zo 5,000 fee: deep.
(5) A large aumber of beautiful lakes.

(6) Dozens of cascades and wazarfalls, zhe highesz of which is
980 fee:.

(7) #ineral springs having varicus =zed.cinal properties aad of

zenperazures fros 40° to 90° T,

.. (8) A wide field Zor gzologis:s, azarists, and =ounzainecrs

cont views 0f the surr:

v ine ~nw~r1**s 1A vallovg

nifd
led ONly Bv_ca

e in extens




These natural curiosicies or wonders within this reservation caa not be
advantageously scen by the travaling public interestéd therein, nor can

the Department satisfacctorily provide for the preservatica from injury

or spoliacion of tiwber, mineral Jd2pecsizs naturzl curiosizfes, or wonders
within the park and thelr retencicm in their natural condicion, as reguired
by the acz of Mazch 2, 1895 (30 Sczac. L., 994). unless proper roads arce
constructed tharaia.”

COMMITTIZE REPCRT: Senace Report No. 729, 37:h Congress, lsc Sesstion.
Trespassing oun Mi. Rainier National Parck, Washiag:zon.
(Mazch 13, 1902)

“Your commi:ztee
2T national re
£roa all parts the worid ace 2
is unsurpassed grandeur anc the
many glaciers. Tnase journeying
the usual lin of railvay or stes
and proceecded

ind that the !Mou

f
or:ts, and that a
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VISISILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARX

STATUTE: An Act To establish the Olympic National Park, in the State of
Washington, and for other purposes, approved June 29, 1938.
(53 Scat. 1241)

The Act describes the surveyed boundaries of the established par-k,
then sets aside those lands to be:

"dedicated and set apar: as a public park for the beneiit:
and enjoyment of che people and shall be known as the Olyzpic
National Park.”

COMMITTEE REPIRT: House Repor: No. 2658, 74th Congress, 2ad session
" (May 14, 1936) Mz. Olyzmpus National Pack

This report endorsed passage of the House bill eszadlishiag
Mt. Olyzmpus Watlonal Park. Tne repor:t begins:

REPOR
(To accompany Hd. R. 708%)

ri

"The Cozzittee on the Public Lands, to whoz was referred the bill (d.R. 708%)
-to estadblish che Mount Olyz=pus National Patk in the State of Washing:ton,
and for other purpeses, having considered the same, hereby report the

bill withou:z amendment with the recozzmendazion that the bill be passed.

and
ic
ds

The purpose of the proposed national partk is to preserve for the benefi:
enjovment of the people the finest sample of primeval forest in the Paci:
Northwest; to provide suitable range and permanent protection for the her
of native Roosavelt elk and the octher native wildlife, to conserve an
render available to the people, for recreational use, these outstanding
exoressions of nature in addi:ziorn to the magnificent mountain scenerv

and nuserous zlaciars ol tne Jlvmoic Ranze.

The purpose of the bdill (H.R. 7086) is to abolish the existing Mount
Olympus Natioanal Mcnument, a mountainous area of 298,730 acras whicth

does not contain the finest example of th2 northwes:t forest or winter range
for zhe elk, and to establish a national park to be known as the Mount
Olyrmpus Natiomal Park, with an acez of 728,360 acres including the prasent
monument arza and a suizable saz=ple of the adjacent primeval foresc and
gane range.



The samze report contained a letter from Secretary Wallace of the Departzeat
of Agriculture, recommending Mt. Olympus remain under the jurisdiction

of the Forest Service. The following excerpts were taken frcm a letter
froa Secrecary Ickes of the Iaterior Deparctmentc, recommending park status
for the area:

Departaen: of the Interior,
Washingzon, March 16, 1936.

Hon. Rene L. DeRouen,
Chairman, Commiztee oa the Public Lands,
House of Regrasentatives.

is made to your lecters of April 3,
enctizled "A BLll to astabliskh

My Dear Mr. Chairman: Fur:?
1 6,
Staze of Washington, and Zor ocher

1935, requestiag a repo
the Mount Olyz=pus Natiornal
purposes.”

The bill has the earnest supgor:z of coaservation organizations throughou
the country. The purpose of this bill is zo establish a na:’owa’ pazk
wnich will include the present Yeount Olyzmpus National Mcnumenz, addici 1
area of high scanic value, and a suffician: sec:iion of the adjacen:
prigeval Zorest to insure its sermanent protection. The propesed pack
would save froz logging the Zinast reprasenZation of the remaining
Northwast forests. It would provide per=anent protect ion of the last
grea: reanant of the Rooscvelt elk and suilicient winter range to maintain
the species Zfor posterity. I would orese-ve one of the most scenic,
yansooilad areazs within our ccuntIv, @easuring ud in every respec:t Lo

the high scandards set for national parks and monuments. (See exhibiz A.)

The scenic, recreational, and scieatific values of the prooosed Mount O’v—:us
National Parx are ¢f such sudarilative quality that thev should be conserved
uniazaired Zor human use. A national pazk is the only known eccnomic fom
af land use which will, a:z the same tize, conserve the area. Foresctry
mus: feed upon the area. The tourist business produces a zoTe "sustained
yield” than could ever be at:tained by the chopping of these trees. It is
more truly a "multiple use” of the resource than logging would be, for i:
centribuytes o a great variety oi induscries and human needs. A national
pack comes far nearer to the forestry aiz, "the greatest good to the
2atast auaber”, cthan could aver be achieved by selling these trees :o
ivate leogzing companies.

"o

v "

Over and above these considerations, we should establish this park f£cz che
300¢ 0f our couniTy.

Iz is usgently reccmmended that H. R. 70835 be approved, with the following
amendzents:i. . .



COMMITTEEZ REPORT: House Report No. 1568, 75th Congress lst session
“Establishing The Mt. Olympus National Park.”
(Augus= 16, 1937)

The previous House bill in the 74ch Congress 2d session
failed to pass due to disagreement over logzing interes:ts
and the proposed boundaries for the natiomal park. A
new bill was introduced in the first session of the

75ch Congress to resolve cthese differences. This bill
failed to pass for the same reasons.

STATEMENRT OF FACTS

H. R. 4724 is a sizilar bill to H. R. 7086, Seventy-fourzh Congress,

second session, save and excep:t that this bill contains a draszic modification
in boundary, wnich zodification was accepted to alleviate objections

made to the prior legislation on this subject.

The purpose of the proposed national park Is to preserve for the benefit
and enjovment of the pecple par:s oI the finest sample of primeval

fores: in the Pacific Northwest; to provide suizaSle range and permanenc
protection for the herds of native Roosevel: elk and the other native
wildlife; to conserve and render availabls to the people, for recrea-
tional use, these outstanding exoressions of nature in addition To che
magnificient mounztain scenerv anc nuzerous glaciars of the Glvagic Range.

OMMITTZIE RE2CRT: House Report Nc. 2247, 75:zh Congrass 3d session
Escablishing The Olympic Na:tional 2ark In The State Of
Washingron. (&pzil 28, 1933)

This repor= accoz=panied House bill 10024. This bill
resolved the boundary and logging disputes of the previous
bills, and was passed into law in 1938. The comzitcee
report included a similar statement of facts as the
previous House reports:

STATEMENT OF FaCTS

“The purpose of the proposed national park is to preserve £or the benefit,
use and enjovment of the people, the finest sacple of primeval forescs

of Sitka spruce, western hemlock, Douglas fir, and western ved cedar

in the entire United States; to provide suicable wiater range and
permanent protection for the herds of native Roosevelt elk and other
wildlife indigenous to the area; 10 conserve and render available zo the
senole, for recreazional use, this oulstaniing Tountainous counz:Iv,
containia? nuaescus ~laciers and Jerpetual snow fields, and a portion

o the surrouadiag verdaant forasts together with 2 narrow strTio alone the
beautiful Wachingzca coast.”




VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LZGISLATIVE HISTORY
PETRIFIED FOREST NATIONAL PARK®

STATUTE: Proclamation No. 697, December 8, 1906 - 34 Statc. 3266.

“AND, WHERZAS, the mineralized remains of Mesozoic forest, comzonly kaown
as the "Pe..-.ied Forest,” in the Territory of Arizona, situazed upon

the public lands owned and controlled by the United States, are of the
greatest scientific interes:t and value and iz appears that the public
good would be promoted by raserving these deaposits of fossilizad wood

as a Nactional monumen: with as =uch land as =ay e neczessacy for the
proper protec:ion thereof.”

COMMITTEE REPORT: Housa Report No. 879, 36z Congress, ls:t Session.
Perrified Forest National 2arzk, of arizona.

(March 30, 1SCC)

ey

from the report of Proi. Lesze

We will quote r F. Wazd, palecatologisz ol
the Uniced S:zates Geologzical Su-ve" Mz. Werd's repors will soox be
published, and we oaly maxe such quota:zions Sroz it as will explaia the
imporzance and necessity of hhe p-aposad park.”

"The region near Hollbraok, Apac1e Counzy, Acizona, known as the "Perrcifiad
Forest,” “Chalzedony Park,” and Lx-ncdeqd sn (szone trees) Vallev,” is of
great iateras:, because of the abund cance ef its beauziful petrified conifer
trees, as wall as izs scenic features.”

¥r. Wazd ia his reporz, among other thiags, says:

SCZNIC FEATURES

Wizth regard to the first of these, viz, the scenic asvecs, I can safelv
say that it has never been exaggeratad by azv who have azzemzdtad :o
desccibe TQis Tesion. Lne pictures given in tae Letier of thae Assisczanc
Secretary of the S=icthsonian Institution, above quotad, are 20: over-
drawn, and the nore or less glowing descripzions of Mollhausen, Marcou,
Newberry, and ocher explorers fall far shor: of what zight tzuly be

said froc this point of view. These petrified foresis may preoperly be
classed acong the natural wonders of Azerica, aad evary reasonazle effor:
should be cade not only to preserve them Izom destructive influeances, but
also to make their existance and true characier unown to the people.

“The region consists of the ruins of a former plain having an alsicude above
sea level of 5,700 o 5,730 feez. This plzin Ras undargona ex:zanzive erssion
to the maxizuz depzh of 700 fee:z, and is cu: 2o innumerasle ridges, du:i:zes
and small a2sas, with valleys, gorges, aad gulches bezween. The stracta con-
sist of alternacing beds of clay, sandszone shales, aad massive sandscomnes.”
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"The clays are purple, white, and blue, the purple predominating, and the
white and blue forming bands of different thickness between the others,
giving the cliffs a lively and pleasing effect. The sandstones are
chiefly of a reddish—brown color and closely resemble the brownstones

of the Portland and Newark quarries oa the Potozac River and at Manassas,
ia Virginia, but some are light brown, grayr, or whitish in color. The
mesas are formed dy the resistance of the =assive sandstone layers, of
which there are several at different horizons, to erosive agencies, and
vary in size from mere capsctones to szall buttles or tables several miles
in extent, sctretching to the east and to the northwest.”

“Tne vallev of this creek is narrow {2 the northern and central psacts of
the area, and there are several shor: dranches or alZluents, buz a:z the
soutnern enc 1C broadens ou: and its -ugzed, sourrad, and canvoned slopes
aTe Nizaly piciurascus.  nere 15’ locaitec iis principal petrilied Zfcores:,
and this is the ragion that has been characterized by some as Chalcedony
Park. The petrified logs are countless at all norcizons, and iie im che
greatest profusion on the knolls, buttes, and spurs, and in the ravinas
and gulches, while the grcund sezex=s to be evervwhere studded with geas
consisting of the broken fragments of all shapes and sizes and exhibiting
all cthe colors of the rainbow. Wnen we redember tha: this special arcea
is sevaral niles ia extent, scme idea can be formed of the enorzous
quancicy of this material that it coantains.”

The cczaicte= concludes:

"It would seem that all that would be aecessary would be to call the
attention of the American Congress to this remarkable region in order
to secure its preservation to our postericty.”



VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: “"An Actc to establish the Rocky Mountain National Park in the

State of Colorado, and for other purposes, approved January 26,
1915" (38 staz. 793)

“"and said tract is dedicated and set apart as a public park for the
benefit and enijovment of the people of the United States, under the

naze of the Rocky Mountain Natiomal Park:”

COMMITTZE REPORT: House Report No. 1275, 630 Congress 3d Session

Rocky Mountain Natiomal Park, Colorado

Excerpt from a letter to Henry L. Myers, Chairman, Committee on Public Lands,
from Clay Tallman, Commissioner of the Department of agriculture:

The

“It {s reported by the local forest officers that ths tract ecbrace
an arez of consideradble scenic beautv and is anaually visit ed by a

numder O COurists wno are attracted to this regioz for recreation
purposes.”

Tepor: continues:

“Since the preparation of the above official reports, and in fac:
since the comaitzee authorized a favoradble report upoa this bill,
the Secrazary of the Interior has jus:t submizted a brief additional
reporz cantioning some of the beneficial features and the impcriance
of establishing this park and giving the measure his personal and
2ctive approval as follows:

The Secretary of the Iaterior,
Wasnington, Januazy 9, 1915.

My Dear Mr. Ferris: In accordance with your request, I beg to advise
that I favor the creazion of the Rocky Mountain Nationzl Park in the
State of Colorado. It will give to the couantry a new national playground
having unsurpassed mountaia scenery and a most salubrious climate, and
wnich will be in proximicy to the great centers of populazion in the
eastern portion of the United Scates. I am confiden: that the affairs
of this park could be administered at a moderate cos:.

Cordially, yours,

Franklin K. Lane.

Hon. Scott Ferris, )
Chairzan Commicczee on Public Roads, House of Re:resentatives.

{cally the entira population of the State oI lolorado is askin
5 o Z

=ake zhe szanic tervicorw referred tn I this bill a ra--an;l




The followinz is an excerpt from a meamorial from the Colorado Legislature
urging Congress to set aside the area as a national park.

“That the people of Colorado desire that said park shall de established
It fncludes the highest mountain peaks in the State; the area is little
adapced to either agriculcture or grazing; its scenerv for sublimicty

and grandeur is not cxcalled on the coatinent. Its location is easy

of access to America's millions who seex health and recreation in

the summer months, being situated in the front and main range of the
Rocky Hountains.”

“And practically everyocne who has visited that country has ever
thereafter been an earnest advocate of the setting aside of tha:
marvelouslv scenic region as a national park for the bezefit of

all cthe people of the United Sctates.

In fact, Eszes Park and its adjacent peaks and terrizorr, included
in chis bill, is known almos:t as well throughout Europe as iz is in
the Unized Staces as being one of the ncst marvelouslv bdezuziful
regions of the earth.”

TATIMEXNT OF GOVZRIOR AMMONS OF COLORADD
“Governor tlias M. 2cns, of Colorado, appeared before vour

comzmittee and szated in substance as follows:
"...and the terrictory described in this bill ecbraces the mos=c
scenic feacturas of that region and is azply suificiexnt for a
national park."”

STATEMENT OF GOVIRNOR ELZICT CARLSON, OrF CCLO2AD

“...He stated that a large perceant of the 56,000 peozle who visiced
that park last sumzer stayed thera practically the entire suaner

that the park and ad jacent tervitory is not only a kealzhiul c--.ate,
but one of the most delightful places in the world. That the terri-
tory really has a great scenic value for the nacioa bv reascn of its
beinz the headwatars of rthosa rivers and coataining so mz-v mouyn~tain
pea:s _and the other scenic feactures.”

STATEMENT OF SENATOR THOMAS QF COLORADO

"Senator Charles S. Thozas, of Colorade (author of the pending-
bill S. 6309, which is a duplicace of #. R. 17514, by ¥r. Tavler
of Coloradn) appearad before yvour comzictec and also gave a des-
cripeion of this territory froam ﬂersonal knowladge.... Thaiacz ¢!
scerervy is no: surnessed in the Alns, or anrwhere on the Zaca of
the carcth; t the =ountains, the packs, -he valleys, lanas,
canvoas and liage all form a cocbination of beautv and =actni‘icanca
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thact can not be outrivaled elsewhere. That nature has designed
these places as retreats for men and as places where the sublimity
and grandeur of nature and nature's work can be contemplated with
benefir to all. That while these features may be sentimental
notions, that sentiment occupies a great place in the affairs of
man.”

“"The sentiment which prompted cthe Government to reserve portions
of the public domain from private ownership and occupation {is
universal. It was inspired by cthe unusual scenic beauties and
atzractions abounding in a few places, the caraiul preservazion
of which was a duty imposed by the Government in the interest of
mankind. This duzy is now to obvious for discussion: the only
question being as to its undue exercise which up to this time has
been appropriate and fully warranted by the character of the
terrictory embraced wichin the several national parks heretofore
created. The inclusion of cthe proposed Rocky Mountaina National
Park wizhin the system is bozh justified and required by the
purposes to be subserved. The territory embraced within its
boundaries consist of a combinacion of mountain and valley,
whose sublimitv and scenic beauties are unsurpassable.”

From a “"report on an examination of the area of the proposed Rocky M4ountain
Nazional Park, Colo.” by R. B. Marshall, Chief Geographer, U.S. Geological
Survey, January 9, 1913.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

“"There is no predominant commanding natural feature in Estes Park,
such as is found in the Crater Lake, the Yellowstone, or the Yosemite,
or along the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, but the region as a whole
is as beauciful as anv to be found in the United Scates or, indeed,

in che world. There is spread before the eye a gorgeous assemblagé
of wonderful mountain sculoture, surrounded by fantastic and ever-
changingz cloucds, suspenced in an apparently atomless space. Al '
firsz view as one beholds the scene in awe and amazement, the effect
is as of an enormous painting, a vast paacrama stretching awav for |
illizictable disctances. Gradually this idea of distance disappears,—
the zagnificen: worx of natuse seens to draw nearer and cearer, re-
duced apparentlr by an uaseen aicroscope to the refinedent of a
delicate caczo. =Zach view becones a reiined miniacure, framed by
another mora fascinating, the whole presenting an lmpressive piczture,
never to be forgoctten.”




STATUTZ:

The committee report concludes with this passage:

“The territory included in.this bill may be fittingly called “The
Rocky Mountain National Park.” ....The area is in the north-central
portion of the State of Colorado, and that entire portion of the
State is one of the most beauti{ful mountain regioans in the world.

The State of Colorado has always been one of the most enthusiaszic
champions of the slogan, "See America firsc.” President Roosevelt
referred to the Centennial State as the "Playground of the Nation,”
and many citizens of our countty proudly and affectlonately refer to
the State as "the Switzerland of America.” The State has more than
5,000 miles of excellent Scate highways, 20,000 miles of improved
county roads on the plaias, the foothills, through the mountains
and valleys, acidst magnificient scenery. With fine camping,
hunting, hundreds of good trout screaz=s, and 320 days of sunshine
in every year, she invites the human Tace to comne and eajoy her
superb healch-givine clizate and unicue mountain scenerv of un—
paralleled grzndeur and zmarvelous beau:cv.

Your committee confidently believe that the time is fas:z approach-
ing when this Goveranment will need and nave many more national
parks. The tendency 1in every State and every city in the Uni:zed
States is toward the creatzicn of more outing places. The streauous
life which zhe American people ara living requires outdocr reccaation
and ralaxation, and our city, Stace, and natiomal parxs are one of
our greatest health assets. No noney ever expended by the Govern-
ment will bring greater returns in health and happiness than that
expended towards the iaprovement and zaiantenance cf our national
packs. Your coammitcee believes that Irom the natural wonders
which the proposed territory contains it should be created into a
nazional park, and therefore unanimously and earnestly recommend
the passage of this bill.”

Colorado, approved February 14, 1917. (39 stat. 916)

This act described the added lands zo the park in surveyors
language only. For example:

“That the eastaern boundary line of the Rocky Mountain
National Park between the sec:zion corner coamon to sections
two and three, township three acrth, and sections thirty-four

“"An Act to add certain lands to the Rocky Mountain National Park

and thircty-five, township four nor:h, range seventy-threas west,
and the township corner com3on to Zowaships five and six norwu,
rangas seventy-two and seveaty-thr2e west, is hereby changed so
as to read as follows: .

However, the comzittee report to the bill described the arcea's

- geographic scenic qualicies:
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COMMITTZZ REPORT: House Report No. 502, 64th Congress, lst session
Extension Rocky Mountain National Park, CO (Apr. 7, 1915)

"A reliable description of the area included in the bill is supplied
in a letter addressed to Reprasentative Timberlake by Mr. Enos Mills,
a rtepresentative of the Department of National and State Parks of the
American Civic Association, and is princted for the information it
contains:

Washington, D. C., December 28, 1915.

Hoa. C. B. Timberlake.
Washiagton, D. C.

Dear Sir: The four s@all arzas pzcoposaed as additions to the Rocky
Mountain National Park may safely be called just scenery. They ares
not well clothed with timber, grass {s exceediagly scan:zy, a mineral
outcrop has not been discovered, and they are without any water power.

TWIN PEAKS ARZIA.

Tails area overlies the sumzi:s ané the suami: slopes of Twin Peaks,
neasly all of it being above cthe alzitude of 10,500 fee:. From the
summit ona com=ands nearlv all tha azszars slooe = a 25=mila gerac -
of che Rocky Mounzaia Na
needed dv the sarh officials as a 1ooxout station.
anc has long been used as a viewscinal by the public.

ional Parx. I=s =9st comza2adiac su=ai: is

T -

ic 2lcsn naadad

A fringe of timber compcsed of 1
engelaann spruce cover the lower slopes of this area: the upper
part of it is above the tizber line and it decorated in summer
wizh dwarfed Alpine f£lowers and small spaces of grass.

GZM LAXZ ARZA.

Like a high peninsula, the Gem Lake territory thrusts out from the
high mouataias incto the Zstes Park Valley. Seen 2 or 3 miles away,
the south wall suggescs a Yoseamite wall., The summit and slopes are
piled wich domes and spires of granite and scattered with grovas and
broken growths of pines, firs, and spruces. Gez Lake is a tiny
clear pool in a niche near the suomiz. Gex Lake ridze is an
excallent and much-used viewpoint.

DEZR MOUNTAIN ARZA.

The Deer Mountaina area, wiih its sprinxling of pines and spruces,
overlies the rocky summit of Deer Mountain. Its approxizmzze al:zi-
tude is 19,000 fee:z. Tris chs: f aiigrds an excellen:
ouzloox on the dowaward slopes of zhe =oun:talins, anc alsc of
near=-3v Lonzs 2eai.

The ssall Horseshoe Park area lies by the main entrance of

Rocky Mountain Park and may well be added to the original area.

The three leading areas, though noncommercial, contain viewpoiats
of vantage. 1f these points fall into privaze hands, they wmight,
and probably would, be used tc exac: oll from the public. Thev
are ocoular mountain toos. Two good trails were long ago built
bv the public tc zhe sSu==iT o: ezz: 0: tlese tafee slaces. Gez
Lake terricory is 2 ailes northd, Twin P2aks abou: © ailes to the
south, 2nd Deer ountaia about 5 miles west of the village of
Eszes Parck.

Very truly, yours,
Enos A. Mills.



VISIBILITY REFZRENCES IN THE LECISLATIVE HISTORY
SEZQUOLA NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: An Act To set apart a certain tract of land in the State of Cali-
fornia as a public park, approved September 25, 1890.
(26 Scat. 478).

is hereby reserved and withdrawn from settlement, occupancy, or sale
under the laws of the Unized States, aad dedicated, and set apar: as
a public park, or pleasure ground, for the benefi: and enjoyment of
the people.

COLiITTZE REPORT: Senate Document No. 393, 56ch Congress, lst Session.
Repost or the 3ig Trees of Califoraia.

The beauty of the Big Trees and their surroundings is nowviere more viviily
described thea in Mr. Joha Huz's "Mountains of Calilorzmia.” He says:

So exquisitely harmonious and finely balanced are even the very mighties:
of these monarchs of the wocds in all their proporzions and circumszances
there never is any:tiiing overzr-own or monstrous—looking abou: them. On
coaing in sight of thez for the fisst time, vou are likely to sav,
“Oh, see wha:z beautiful, noble-looking trees ara towering there amcung
the f£irs and pines!”™ their grandeur being in the zeantime in great

par: invisibdle, bu:z to the living eye i: will be manifested sooner or
later, stealing slowly on the seases, like the grandeur o Niagara, or
the lof:zy Yoseaite domes. Their great size is hidden f{roz the inciperi-
enced obsarver as long as they are seen at a distance ia one harzoniocus
view.

COMMITTEE REPORT: House Report No. 4769, 59th Coagress, lst Session.
Purchase of Lands in Sequoia and General Gran: National
Parks, California. (June 5, 1906)

Sequoia Xational Park is {a Tulare County, Califorai
(cthe east cenrral parz). It was set aside by Act of
Congress in 189U, because of its scenic zrandaur and
its wonderful forest of redwoods, there being over

6,000 crees measuring from 12 to 32 feer in diameter.




STATUTE: An Act of July 3, 1926 added the lands to Sequoifa National Park
described below in the commitzee reports. (44 Scac. 818)

COMMITTEE REPORT: Senate Report No. 647, 65ch Congress, 3d Session.
Sequofa National. (Januacy 14, 1919)

THZ AREA INCLUDZD IN THE PARK.

"The land which this bill proposes to add to the Sequoia Na:zional Park
(265 square =miles at presenc) lies north and east of the park and is
easily accessible by trail fro= the Giant Forest. It cozmprises a large
area of mountain-top country approxizating 1,335 sguare ailes, makiag

a total area of 1,600 square miles. I:ts eastera bdsuandary of abous

7C milas is the very cres:t of the Siarra Nevada Mountains, including

3

q

Mount Wnitney, whose alevatzion of 14,301 feet is the lof:iest in the
Unized States. Along this magnificent cres: lies 2 zassing of mounzain
peaks of indescribzdie grandeur, Zor Moun:i wnitaey is no towering eleva-
tion, but mezely a granite climax; its peak is a little hizher than i:cs
neighbors, that is all.

3 Eastward from this crest descent superbly tuzbled slopes rich iz the

“grandest scenerv of Azmerica and the world, merzing, below the timber
line, iato ianumezadls laka-studded valleys which converze iacto the
extraordinary vallevs of the Kings and the Xern Rivets;_ Two branches
of the Xings River ilow through valleys des:zined, when kaowm, to a
celebrity szcond only to Yosemite Valley; one of these is cthe Tehipite
Vallev, the other the Xings River Canvon. These lis north of the
Sequoia Natlomal Park, while on its east lies still anocher valley of
fucture world celebricy, the Kera Canyon.

This area which, united with the present Sequoia Nztional Park, would
make a “Greater Sequoia” of 1,600 square miles, comstitutes a zotal of
supreme scenic magnificence. It would make a national pazk unexcelled
even in America for sublizitv and unequaled anywhera for rich variarty,
It is penetrated by trails and afifords, with its tnree foamihg rivers,
{ts thousands of streams, its hundreds of lakes, its splendid forests,
occasional meadows, casctellated vallevs, insairing ovasses, and lofzv
glacier-shouldered su==its, the future cazping-out resor: of many
thousands vearly.

Thne Tehiqizre Vallev and cthe Riags T2 2Z0re accessible

now than the Kera Caayon, have scrikins aeohili ferv. The walls
of Soth arz as sheer as and are oi:te: B nan Yosezite's. The riverss
which flow through them ave glacier ianucerzsle cascades
aad waterfzlls, lined to the edge s and full of fighting trou:.



Both valleys are guarded, like Yoseaite, with gigantic rocks. The
Tehipite Dome in the Tehipite Valley and the Grand Sentinel in the
Kings River Canyon must be classed with Yoseaite's greatest. The
Tehipite Valley has grandeur for its keynote, as the Yosemite Valley
has supreme beauty.

The report from the Secretary of the Interior included these comments:

"Scenically this countzy is unexcelled, of its kind, in the United States.
Its eastern boundary follows the cres:t of the Sierrs Nevada Mountains,
froz a point 55 miles below the Yosezite Nationmal Park's southern boundary
southward to and including the climax of the Sierra, which is the mountain
grouping in cthe neighborhood of our loftiest suami:z, Mount Whitney. 1In
kind it is similac to Yosexzite, but differs materially in variety, in
climax, and particularly in the extraordinary zassing of the peaks. Its
small glaciers ace zany. Its graaite cirques have unusual size and majescy.
Lofcy precipices abound. Interesting volcanic pherozena and to its
picturesqueness and scientific sigaificanca. I know of no country of
sinilar magnificence whose fastnesses can be penecraied and enjovad with
sianilar comfort because of the praczical a>sence of rain during the

suz=a27 zonths.”

COMITTES REDIRT: House Report 1063 Pazt 2, 65tk Congress, 3d Sessio=z.
Roosevelt Natiomal Pazk. (Roosevel: was a propcsed
name change of Sequoia which did no: pass)

Buz aocong those from the East who have personally visited this regilon
is Hon. Frederick H. Gillect, of Massachuse:zts, dis:inguished Member
of this Houss. Speaking in the House January 14, 1819, he said in parsz:

Three years ago I went through this Sequoia National Park and the King and
Kern Valleys. We went in, out of reach of the telegraph or the mail, with
a pack train and 1 spent there two of the most interesting and healzhZul
weel:s of ay life. 1 do not suppose it is possible to compare differant
beauties of nature according to cheir relative excellence, but if there

is anv finer scenerv in the world than this I should like to see i:.

Buz uatil 1 have seen it I shall be skeptical about it and be sacisZied
with the wonderful pic:turescueness and variety of the valleys and gorges
and mountains and chas=s and streazs of this ex:iraordinary regiozn. It

did not seex to me it was useful for anythiag excepi a great camping—outz
place for the American peopla. Possidly a few sure footed animals nighc
get graziag there, but it was apparently created as a grand aggregation

of scenic beauty, where tired man could refresh and enjoy nimsell.




The Secretary of Agriculture, Hon. D. F. Houston, says in his report on
this matter Deceaber 30, 1918:

The immense area which it is proposed to transfer from the national forest
to the national park is known to contain a number of scenic features of
first-rate imoortance, the most notable being Mount Wnitney and the cazyon
of the Souch fork of Kianzs RiIver. Unques:tiomably these two Zeatures are
chiefly valuable for their scenic interest and should be retained and
adnoinistered with a view to make them available for the instruction and
enterzainmenc of the public.

In his statement before this commi:ztee Mr. Gilbert Grosvenor, editor of
the National Geographic Magazine, said in par:c:
I have beex all through Swi
zerland can't compare wis

at if they were {n Swicze

The area that we saw—-
ané in my judgmen: Swit
least 100 waterZalls th
celebrities.

There is another point of view. When vou go to bed in Switzerland at
night you don't kaow whezher the rain will allow you to saa azy scenery
the next day. You may stay theres a week withou:l seeing a zountain top.
I did. You go ou:z to the Sierra and you are abdsolutely sure, so far

as the weather is concerned, of getting %he wor:th of your railroad

fare repaid you in the scenerzy.

From an educational point of view, no section of America cocmpares with
the Sequoia. Tne number and variety of the trees are extraordinary.

The number of Nature's exhibits is extraordinary. All of the geological
area i{s extraordinary. This area will never be developed unless you
develop it. I have great respect for the Fores: Service, but itcs
province {s not to develop natural scenery. It caa't, because its
funccions are different. If this area is going to be developed for

the public it can only be done as a national patk.



VISI3BILITY REFERENCE IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: “An Act to provide for the establishment of the Shenandoah National
Park in the State of Virginia and the Great Smoky Mountain Nazional
Park in the Scate of North Carolina and Tennessee, and for other
purposes, approved May 22, 1926." (44 Scac. 616)

“"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United Scta:tas
of Anmerica in Congress assexmbled, That when title to lands withia the areas
hereinafcer referred to shall have bean vestad in the United States in f£ze
simple chera shall be, and are heraby, estatlished, dedicated, and set apar:

as public parks for the benefit and enjoyzent of the pecple, the tract of land
in the 3lue Ridge, in the Stace of Virginia, being approxizately Iive hurdred
and cwentr-one thousand acres recommended by the Secratary of the Iateric: (n
his report of April 14, 1916, which area, or aay part oT parts ther=o0i as

may be accap:ed on benhall of the United States in accordance with the provisions
heraof, shall be known as the Shenandoan Rational 2ari.”

STAIVTE: “An Ac:z to provide for the securing of lands in the southern ippalachkian
“Mounzains and in the Mammo:h Cave razion of Kentucky for oserpezual
preservation as natioral zatke, approved Fedruasy 2I, 1925.7

(<3 Scaz. 933)

This act itsel? conzained nc reference to the scenery of the Shenandoah _
area. However, tne following comzitzee report to this bill incluied
several referencas describing the scenary of cthe arsz. Note tha:z the
descriptions are zmade by the southern Appaxachxaﬁ Nazional Park Ccz=-
mictee. This comz=izzee was composed of five "outstanding experts oz
parks” and was appointed by the Secrecary of the Interior to study

)

poteaczial naticnmal park sites in the East.

COMMITTEE REPORT: House Report No. 1320, 68ch Congress, 2d Session.
Providiag For The Acquisicion O0f Larnds In The Southerm
Appalachian Mounzains For 2ark Purposes.

"The Secraetary of the Interior las: vear requested five zen, exper: in pack
aad out-door life, to comprise a cczzittee to study the scenic arsa of cha

southern Apoalachian Mcuntains, having i ziad selectinc areas of natigmal-
park scandards, to Teporz ¢ him their cacice of ar arez or areas that could
be racomm2nded for incliusion in a national-pack system.”



The following is an excerpt from the expert's report

“Nature calls us all, and the response of the American people has been
expressed in the creation so far of 19 national parks. All but one are
west of the Mississippi River. The two—-thirds of our population living east
of the Mississippi has contented itself with a few State parks not knowing
that in the southern Appalachaln ranges there are several areas which f£{ll
the definition of a national park because of beautv and grandeur of scenerv,
presence of a wonderful variety of trees and plant life, and nossibilities
of harboring and developing the animal lifas coamon in the precolonial days
but now nearly extinct.” ’

It continues:

"We inspeczed the northern part of Geogia, whose fine mountaias blend with
the highland region of southera North Carolina. We ascended Mount Micchell
and viewed the splendid Black Mountain range north of Ashevills. We went
over carefullv the Grandfather Mountain region, which for our siudy included
the beautiful country from Blowing Rock to remarkable Linville Gorge. We
responded to the call of the poet-—-to see Roaa Mountaln i wz would really
see the southern Appalachians. We went tc Kaoxville and Irom thers o the
tops of "the 3iz Smokies,” wnich carty on their crest the bouzdarylin
bezween North Carolina and Tennessee. We went into Virgiaia to i1spec:

that porzion of the Slue Ridze on the eas:t side of the Shanandcar Vallev
which extands Zroz Froa: Roval to Wavnesbcrc. Some mecdess ci tnhe comzilte
also visited Cumperland Gap, scuther:n West Vi 4ladaza and
eascern Kentucky. Several areas were found S¢2rashical fea:
of graat scenic value, where wazerZalls, cascaces, 3ountain fez:s

wizh beausifyl valilevs lving i ctheir midss that anv

"

eTes

cr all ol these areas ware DOSS fcr deve.ooszant ia:l Y nai park which
wou.d compare Zzvoraplv with 2av of the exiszing i parc:ns in the Wes<.
The cocmitzee laid down a few sizole regquiraments feor its guidance in seeking
an area which coulc be :avcraolr renorsec o veu Ior the possiz.e consicera=-

1. Mountain scenerv with insoiring parspeczives and delightful derails.

2. Areas sufficiencly excensive and adaptable so that aznnually millions
of visitors migh: enjov cthe bYenefics of outdoor life and communion
with nature without the coniusion of overcrowding.

3. A substantial part to contain forests, shrubs, and flowers, and
mountain streams, with picturesque cascades and waterialls overhung
with foliage, all uncouched by the hand of =an.

4. Abundant springs and streams available for camps and fishing.

area and che whole to be a naturzl cuseuz, praserving ou:l s:;ﬁd*ﬁg
feazures of the southern App they appeara2< in the early

G. Accessizility by vail and rcad.
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The Blue Ridge of Virginia, one of the sections which had your commiccee's
careful study, while secondary to the Great Smokies in altitude and soae

other features, constitute, in our judgement, the outstanding and logical
place for the creation of the first national park in the southern Appalachiaams.
We hope it will be made into a national park, and that its success will
encourage the Congress to create a second park in the Great Saokey Mountains,
which lie some 300 miles distant southwesct.

It will surprise the American people to learn that a national park sice with
fine scenic and recreazion qualities can be found within a three~hour ride of
our Nationmal Capital aac within a day's ride of 40,000,000 of our inhabizants.
It has manv canvons and zorzes, with bdeatiful cascadinz streaas. It has

soze splendid primeval forests, and tihe opportunity is there to develop an
anizal refuge of national importance. Along with the whcle southern Asosalach-
ians, this area is full of nistoric interes=z, cthe mountains looking down on
vallevs witn tneir manv bdattle fields of Revolutionarv aznd Civil War peciocs,
anc the birzhaslzces o0F maav o2 the Prasijents of the Uznitec S:tazes. wizain
easy access ac2 the famous caveras of the Shenzadoah Valley.

The creates: sin \ hewever, is a2 possidle skvline drive 2long che
i tiauous ridze and looking dowxn wesztarlwv on
zc 3,300 fee:z below, anc also co—arciag
of tne 2iadzon ching easteslv to the Washingztox licaunmen:,
landaark or our Nazional aai:ol mav bYe seen on a clezr dav. Tew scenic
drivaes in the world couid sursass it.

mountain Co3
Snhenandoah Va

) [

We therafore recomzend the creazion of a national park iz the part of the Blue
2idge Mountains of Virzinia above described, and shown app:ox;_a:ely on the
accompaaying map.”

Previous to this legislacion, the Shenandcah area was considered to be set
aside as a forast presacve. These attempts, from 1901 zo 1910, were all
unsuccessful, but the coxzmittee reports to the bills included several
references to the scenery of the area.

COMMITTZZ REPORT: Senate Repor: No, 1172, 57:th Congress ls: session.
The WNational Appalachiaa Tores: Reserve. (April 18, 1902)

“But the district is valuable not alone o luzmberman, farzer, and scientist.
The scenerv about the falls, cascades, and gorges is beauziful beyond =
descriotion. Tnhne view Zroz the greatar elevations of the 3lue idge and
Graat Smorv Mountains cax razclv be ecualed.”

COMMITTIZ REPORT: Senate epor: No.
Forest Reserve Ia
(Februaov 12, 1901)

2_1, 56zh Congzess 2d Session.
" -

2
The Souznera Appzlachian Mountain T:zion.



MEMORIAL TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
FROM THE APPALACHIAN NATIONAL PARK ASSOCIATION

"To the Senate and Hose of Representatives of the United States of America:

The petizion of the Appalachian National Park Association respectifully shows
that your patizioner is an organization coaposed of citizens from many States
in the Union and was formed for the purpese of bringing to the attention of the
Congress of the United States the desirability of establishing a national park
of soze place in the southern appalachian region.”

That the facts which led to the orzanization of your petizioner, and which are

prasent2d as reasons for the establishment of such a national pack, are as follows:
RARS NATURAL BEAUTY OF THE SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN REGION.

In westera Norzh Carolina and eastara Tennessee (or, more definizely, ia the hear:

of the Great Scoky Mountains, the Balsam Mountains, and the 3laczk and Craggy
Mountains) as found noZz oaly the culminazioa of the Appalachian syszex, but the

most beautiful, as well as the highest, mountains east of ‘the lofty Western
ranges. Fortv-thrse mountains of 6,000 Zeet and uoward in alcicude, as well as
great numder of iafarior neizht, all clotied wi:tn virgin forescs and inrarsec:zad
bv dees vallevs abounding iz brooks, rivers, aad waterialls, co=biaas tc =zke Ciis

a regiom 9 unsuIzassec atiractivaness.

Standing ucon the summit of one of these sublime heights the eve often seeks in
vaian for the bare 3ountain side=—the evidence oI the devasctating ax—snd defora
one stretches out a view magnificentlv beautilul.

If the national pa:cks already established have been chosen for their unusual
natural beauty, herz is a natiomal park, comspicuously fine, awaiting official
recognizion as an addition to the number.”



The conclusions of the committee with regard to the Theodore Roosevelt
Park was as follows:

“The visit of the committee into North Dakota for the purpose

of studving the proposal to establish the Roosevelt and Xiledeer
Nacional Parks, and the holding of hearings at Hedora, N. Dak.,

in regacrd therato, has furnished the committee with first-hand
knowledge of the situarion, which will prove iavaluable when the
matter comes up for consideration. The historical background

of the area proposed to be set aside as the Roosevel: National
Park is a fitting atmosphere for these Bad Lands, with their
crimson buttes rising out of this picturescue count:v. Besides
tne aistorical izmportanca connected with Theodors Roosevelt's

scay in the Bad Lands, there is also a bit of rozance associatad
with the nanme Yarquis de llores. He was a French nobdle=an who came
early incto this Bad Lands counzry and builc a chateau ovarlooking
tne licczle town of !ledora, which stands to-day preserved ia its
criginal szzte and conzains the furnishings of i:s bullde:s I:

is of great iazer2s: to the tcourist who visits this un45ual country.”

COMH{ITTIZ REPORT House Report No. 1787, 79th Congrass, 2d session
Establishing The Theodore Roeseval: Nazional Parzk
And Erecting A Monumen: In Mezmory O Theodore
Roosevelz La The Village 0I edora, W. Dak.
(Mazch 19, 1946)

“"The badlands of Nor:zh Daliota have a aistinc: value from a recreational
)

scenic, and historical viewpoint. The nature of the terrain of this
ar22 is not dountainous; it is an area wherz the wiad 3aad waczer has
eroded the soft earth away, causing that porzion of zhe land and
rock forzmations tha: were slightly harder to stand ouz, forming
canyons, peaks, spires, eroded hills, and mesas.

This is trulv rugged, scenic territory where the imaeination mav
perceive m0st anv shade or secblance. There is a great deal of
agate and petrified wood in this area. The people of North Dakota
have bYeen advocating a national park in the Badlands for many years,
and such a plan has the approval of all civic organizations of the
stat2., It is believed that this park will preserve for postericy
an area of great ianterest and benefit to the cizizens of the eatirae
Yazion. The greater poriion eof the proposed ar2is is now in Federal
ownersiiip, having been acguired back {n the days of the Reset:ie-
neni Acdiiaistration ané similar agencies. There are some 3,020
acras oI land nct in Faderal ownersiip, aad zhe 9ill arovides for
exchangz of lands of approximataly equal value, thera3y bdlockina

up the land for parzi: purposes.

This land has very liztle commercial value a: the 2sresan: time,
and there is a Nazlon-wide desire that the uaicue scezerv of the
Bl LS

S3adlands be se: apart for postericy.

COMMITTEZ REPCRT: House Reporz No. 49, 80ch Congress, lst Session
Establishing the T1eodore Roosevelt National Park
(February 18, 1947)

The bill in the 79ty Congrass establishing Roosevel:t National Park was
vetoed by President Truman due to ptoble = concer1‘15 the exchange of
lands included in the park boundaries. These differances were worked
out in the 8Czh Session, and the Rocsavel: National !lemorial Park was
established April 25, 1947.

“The area i{s abou: midway betweex the heavily populated sections
{in the Great Lakes region and the Yellowstone axd other naclional
parks. Its scenery is different from that of any other nactional
park. Many ctourists have pronounced it as moTe interesting than
any octher national park they have visited. Yat {ts location and
scenic interest iasure {ts widespread use, when made iato a na:-

§eq

ional park, by chousands of our citizens.”
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VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:
THEQDORE ROOSEVELT NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: Joint Resolution correcting Act establishing the Theodore
Roosevelr National Memorial Park, as amended, approved
June 29, 1948 (62 stat. 1102)

"That section 1 of the Act of April 25, 1947, establishing
tne Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park as amended
by Public Law Numbered 620 be further amended by striking
out the pariod at the end of section 1l and inserting the
following: ~, are hereby dedicated and set apart as a
public park for the benefit aad enjoyzment of the people,
and shall be known as the Theodora Roosevelt Natiomal
Memorial Pazk.”

COM{ITTZZ REZORT: roposed establishmen:z of and boundary revisions
of certain national parkks (Februazy 258, 1929)

"The Comaiztee on Public Lands and Surveys, pursuant o and in
accordance with S. Res. 237, reports that a subcozmiizee consisting
of Senazors Nve, Norbeck, Dale, Kendrick, and Ashurs: in July and
August of 1928 visited the sites of cartain proposed aational parks
and certain other national pa'ks, and that the said subcoa=ziz:zeec has
subnitted tne following report, which is approved by the commitzee:

In accordance wizh S. Res. 237, the stbcomziztee of the Coanittee

on Public Lands and Surveys, authorized and direczed zo iavestigate
the advisability of establishing certain national paris and the pro-
posed changes in, and boundary revisions of, certain other national
parks, visiced in the order named the following areas:

Proposed Roosevelz National Park, N. Dak.”
Concerning the Theodore Roosevelt Park area, the comzittee report stated:

“"Thera is offered here som2thing quite differenz fro= the usual
national park scenery, which is coupled wich the historic interest
creazed by the facz that Theodore Roosevelt ranched for several
vears in these parts. The old Rcosevelt lcg house iz still in
existence, and at its original site within the propcsed park weuld
prove of great interest to the great numbers of pecple who travel
through this proposed park on their way to and froz :he nztional
patks farther west. The park hcuadary should be made o innlude
the old Roosevelt ranch, the Pecrified rorest, the so-called
Paiaced Cznven (Which has been likaned 2o 2 smzll adizion of the

Grand Canycn ian Arizona), and perhacs 2ne eor exceptionally
actiractive spots wichin the 3ad Lands. Tnese arc inked by good
highways, which would :ake a large par: of the 2ad Lands scenery

availabdble cto visitorzs.”



VISIBILITY REFSRENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
WIND CAVE NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: Act To set apart certain lands in the State of South Dakota as

a public park to be known as the "Wind Cave National Park,”
approved January 9, 1903. (32 Scac. 765)

COMMITTEE REPORT: Senate Report No. 1944, 57th Congress, lst Session.
Wind Cave National Park. (June 17, 1902)

Excerpt from a report subzmitted by the comzissioner of the General
Land Office:

1 also transait copy of a report subsequently received from Special Agent
M. A. Meyendorfif, dated lMay 24, 1902, with two of the exnidbits (A and 3),
and copy of Exhibit D, forming a part theresof,- submitting the resul: of
an underground survey made of the cavern.

In regard to the subtarranean wonders of this caveran ageat Meyendorff's
repors subpicts as follows: ’

"To do juszice to the wonderful evolution of nature which creaced this
cavern, to describe its grandeur, grotesqueness, and beauly would require
the researchful mind of a profound student of geolecgy and pen of the poe:.
Bereaved of bocth and lizited inspace and time, I will simply say that

it is one of the greatest wonders of the world.”

Also from Agent Meyendorff's report:

“"In the atctempt to describe the attractions of the Wind Cave ome can

not complete iz withou:t an allusiom to the town of Hot Springs, nestled
among red crags of gypsum, on Fall Creek, 12 miles south of the Wind
Cave, and the beautiful panora=a through which orle passes while driving
over the splencid natural rocad from liot Sorings to the Wind Cave. A
park embracing zne whole, improved and beautified, with electric devices
within the cave, would make a park of marvel. The Wind Cave a: this
stage of exploration i{s in its embryo.”




VISIBILITY REFEZRENCES IN THE LZGISLATIVE HISTORY
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: An Acc To set apart a certain tractc of land lyiag near the head-

COMMIT

waters of the Yellowstone River as a public park, approved
March 1, 1872. (17 Scac. 32)

"...is hereby reserved and withdrawn froa settlemen:z, occupancy o
sale under the laws of cthe Uniced Scazes, and dedicated and

set apart as a public park or pleasuring-ground for the beneiit
and enjovmenc of the people.”

TEZ REPORT: Exec. Document No. 33, 42¢ Congrass, 3d Sessfon.
Lezter fronm the Secracary of the Ilaterior accozmpanyving
a reporz of the superintendent of the Yellowstone
National Pack for the vear 187Z. (February &4, 1873)

From Market Lake to the park the counzry Is wild and umsettled, and

all provisions must necessarily be trzasporzed by pack-traians. Fol-

lowing the road froz Marke:z Lake to the Zozd on Henrv's Fork of

Snake River, a distance of chirty amiles, the traveler Irozm that point

T
has nothing =o guide nim but a faint a,-ML
tais parzt of the rout e, he will have manv

reat mountain landz=arks of the regioc.”
>

2=gaid. Wn

“There are at leas:z two thousand hot springs, large and soall, in this
basin, and of this number probably two hundred are geysers. The whola
basia is eavaloped in steam, and, seen at a distance, is like the

approach to a cluster of manufactories. The gevsers project water with
terrific force, and in fabulous quantities, and {a avery conceiwvasle forz,
tu heights, varving from 20 to 250 fee:. These, saen iz the ravs of a
middav sun, or in the beams 97 full moon, are inexsTessibiv grand. Unlike
any other scenery in the worid, they amaze the Denholder dv their magnicuds

and aovelzw.”
e et

“It is fifteen miles from this basin to Yellowstone Lakes, over a path
running thr uvh a pine forest, greatly obstiructed the entire distance

by fallen :imber. Several beautiful cascades in the Tire Hole River

may be visicted on this part of the route. The laks is gearly 8,300 feet
above the ocean. It is twency-five miles {a length, eabosomaed a=id
mountains, gemlmed with green islands, u“ique in fcr3, and surrounded

on all sides by hot springs of grsat variecy, auabexz, and beauty.

Jets of steac zay be seen issuing from che hot spriags, from the Lslands,
even from the bosoz of the lake itself. Soxze of the lofziest and most
inaczessible mountaia-ridges oo the continent lift their snow=clad sum-
nics in the immediace vicinizy. The scenerv is golossal aad full of
savaze crandeurs.”




“"Following the river from the foot of the lake for the distance of nine
miles, the visitor reaches the locality of Sulphur Mountain, the Mud
rate interes:, and presenting novelties of rare and curious character.

Ten miles farther down the river are the two great cataracts, and the
Grand Canon, of the Yellowstone, perhaps the most stupendous elements

of scenerv in the vark. The upper fall is 115 feet in height; the lower,
whicn plunges direc:tly into the canon, is 350 feet, and the canon itself,
varying from one to chree thousand feet in depth, is forty miles in length,
and for the whole distance preseals to the eye the most wonderful chasa

tn che world. Jecs of hoz vapor issue from its sides, and color the=

wizh the most brilliant colors of nature. Froz i:ts profound depths szars
are visible in the dav-tinme. ieutenant Doane, who, in 1870, succeeded

in reacaing the dotzo= of the canon, at a pecint where the walls are

nearly 3,000 feest in height, in his ofiicial repor:z (Senace Execu:tive
Docuz2nt No. 51, Forty—-fircst Congress, thirzd session) savs: "It was aho:
3 o'clock c.1. and stars could be diszincclv seen, so zuch of che sun=liz
cut ofZ froz encering zhe chasz.”

About eighteen ailes farther, and at a poiat of one rile divergence froz
the canon, the beauziful £all of Tower Creek, with its grotesgue surcouandin
meets the eye; and, twenty=-five miles below this poinc, the mos: wonderiul
hot springs of Gardiner's River, with all their variety of beauty and novel:ty,
assert their claims to be considered the most zemackable of the curiosities

of the park.

Thus, in a circult of perhaps ninety miles, the greatest attractions of
the partk may be seexn, and, at the close of the tour, the wvisitor is wiczhin
seventy-five miles, over a good road, of For:z Ellis, and the beautiful
cown of Bozezan, ian Montana Tercictory.

It is impossible, in this report, to convey the faintest idea of che zrand-
eur of the mountain and river scenerv evervwners presenz on this ride.

We venture to say that there is not in the world, within the same Dai:,

so many wonderful f{reaks of physical geograpny, so much to amaze aad
delight the beholder.

The trip thus finished through the park, the traveler, at any time before
the aiddle of August, may ficlr complete it by proceeding from 3ozeman

tc Helena, through the beautiful valleys of the Gallatin and the Upper
Missouri, thence by coach through a highly picturesque country one huadred
and forzy milas to ror: Benton, where, in a fine river-steader, he nay
conplece the trip br a sail of six or seven days, of two thousand =iles
down zlhe Yissouri, to O=aha, or to the junction of the Northera Pacific
Railroad, whence he may reach the sea-board by rail.”

"Could all be portrayed with the same faithfulness, and made to adorn
the walls of our Capitol, how greatly would they exceed in grandeur
and vastness our ordinarv art decoratioms.

Nothing has been, nothing can be said, to magnify the wonders of this
cional pleasurinz—z2round. . It is all and a:ora thaz all that it has
been represenced. Ln the catalogue of earthly wonders it is the greatest,
and aust ever remain so. Lt conferss distinccive character upon our
councry, greacter than that of ﬂiaga'a Yosemicte, or Mammoth Cave, though
each of these is, in izself, wicthou: paralled. But here, the grandest,
most wonderful, and most unique elexzents oI nature are csmbined, seemincly
Lo nroduce u2o0n the WOosC sStupendous scale an exhibizion unlike anv other
uoon cthe glode. It snould be sudstained. OQur Goveramen:, having adopted
it, snould foster it and render it accessible o the people of all lands,
wno in fucure cime will come in crowds to visic ic.

Jery respec=fully, vour obedien: servanc,

%. P. LANDGFORD,

Superinczendant Yellowstone tational 2ark.



VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

STATUTE: An Act Authorizing a grant to the State of California of the
Yosemite Valley,” and of the land embracing the "Mariposa Big
Tree Grove,” approved June 30, 1864. (13 Sta:z. 325)

“...s5aid Stace shall accept this granc upon the express condizioas
that the preamises shall be held for public use, resort, and recrea-
tion; shall be inalienable for all time.”

COM4ITTZIZ REPORT: Senate Report Wo. 185, 4Cth Congress, 2d Session.
In the Senate of the United Staces. (July 23, 1868)

This report concerned the rights of two set:ilers, J. M. Hutchings and
J. C. Lamon, who were granted 320 acres of land in the Yosenite Vallay
by the State of California. The grant was subjecz to the approval cf
Cong-ass, due to the szipulations set forth in the Ac: of June 30, 1364.

“The Yosezite valley is one of the wonders of the world. It stands
unrivalled ia izs rmaijesty, grwandeur, and deauctw., [z is one ¢ those
magaificant develoozmants of natural scenerv in ich all the peojple

of che country Zeel a pride and an interest, and wihich their equal
right of access and enjoymenat oul to be protaciad. To this end the
rant was made to Califoraia. That State was required and expected

to take the valley aand to hold it for "public use, resorz, and recraa-
tion,” and Congress in effect by the act of 1864 rese:zved it for such

purposes.”

COMMITTEZ REPORT: ' House Report No. 2, 4lst Congress, 2d session.
J. M. Hutchings, J.C. Lamoa. (January 18, 1870)

“The marvelous peautv and grandeur of the locality proampted this legisla-
tion. Among the great natural wonders of the world i: stands unrivaled.
The “clefc” in the mountains which foras this valley is at any point,
and is walled in by precipitous mountaias of granite from three thousand
to four thousand five hundred feet in height. Over chese walls, which
are zenerally perpendicular, the waters of the Merced River and its
ributaries fall inco the valley below, forzing the @mast beautiful
cascades in the known world. No description could do justice to the
dazzling scenes of loveliness and zaznificence vhich feast thz eve and &
gladden the hear: in everv oart of this wonderfullv assoinzed wvallev., —
It was fel:z, anc zost naturally, that a spot so sacrei to beauty and
to worship should not be appropriated to private ownership and exclusive
use, but should be preserved {ree and opex Zo the w3 and Ceagrass,
on tha assurance thal no settlements had becn 2stablished ia the valley
under the laws of che United Scates, made the grant 2 which we have
referred, which California accepted.”




COMMITTEEZ REPORT: Executive Document No. 22, 52d Cdngress, 2d Session.
Lecter from the Secrezary of the Interior.
(January 5, 1893)

“The State of California accepted the grant on the express condition that
it should be held for public use, resort, and recreation. At that time
the Yosemite was already fawous as the most wonderful natural scenery on
earch. There can be no doubt that it was the purpose oI Congress that

all ics features should be perpeczuated in their original unmarred besuty
and attractiveness, and the best means of attaining this end it was deeoad
was to put it under the guardiamship of che Staze.”

COMMITTEZ REPORT: Senate Repor:z No. 863, Séth Congress, lst Session.
In the Senate of the United Scates. Mavy 5, 1895)

"The canyons of the Tuolumne and Merced vivers withia this park ara

rdly less wonderful in their scenercy than the canyons oI the Yellows:zone
d Colorado rivers. The Hetch de:ichy Valley, on the Tuclumme river,
wizhin the park, 1s a Yosemize Valiley on a reduced scale; and wera thersz
no Yosamite Vallevy this decch He:tchy Valley, wizh itcs =a:velous rock axd
wacar scenerv, would be regarsdec as one of the wonders oI the warld.

Mount Conness, Moun:z Dana, Mouat Gibbs, Mount Lrell, Mounz McClure, and
Mounz Rittaer, all of them bald granite peaks ranging Zrez 12,000 o 13,200
feez high, tcowar above the gener al czest of the Sierra Nevadas, and ara
all wiczhin this park. Two of cthese amocuniain peaks, Dana and Lvell, have

living glaciers on their slopes.

The park, over its whole extenz, excep: near the crest of the Sierras, is
heavily cimbered with p-ne, £ir, sp-uce, hemlock, tamarac, cedar, and
sequcias or "bHig ctrees.” There ar2 two groves, known as the Tuolumne and
the HMerced groves, of these "big trees.” Iadeed, nowhere else in the worl
is cthere found a more magnificeat grow:h of timber, remarksbla alike for
its size and ics heignz, than in this park. The propor:ions of cthe sequoia
3igantea may be realized when it is knowa that six-horse stage coaches,
loadad with passengers, are driven through opeaings cut out of the bases

of living "big trees” on several roads leading through this park to the
Yosemize Valley grant.”

“"This rare, varied, and wonderful scanerv Iound within the limiczs of
this park was a sufiicient and proper reasox ior its es:ablishmear by
Congress as cthe Yosexzite Natiomal Pazk.”

“In this Yosezite Valley grant there are granize cliffs aad domes risiag
vertically from 3,500 to 6,500 feet above the floor of the valley. There
are waterfalls on the Merced River and its tribuctaries, five in number,
varying from 600 feet to 3,000 feec high, coming over these cliffs and
throuzh this "gorge” to the Merced River, where iz flows in placid beauty
througn the level of the valley; and there are forests of pine, £ir, spruce,
cedar, oak, in the valley proper and on the higher Siarras above and around
ic, of great beauty and of unusual size aad height, comprising, as a whcle
the ass: wonderful cozbination of rock, water, and forest scenery in

the known wor.c.

“This park is actractive co, and is visited by, tourist aad ctravelers

for izs sublizme water, forescz, and zountain scanarv, herainbelora descrized,
aad as this park encircles che YoseziIte Valley grant, tourists and travelarcs
to tae wonderiul Yosemize Valley nmust needs pass over these toll roads
travarsing the Yosezite Nazional Parzk.”




VISIBILITY REFERENCES IN THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
ZION NATIONAL FARK

STATUTE: Proclamation No. 877, July 31, 1909, 36 Stat. 2498
Establish>s Mukuntuweap Nazional Moauxent

MUKUNTUWEA? NATIONAL MONUMENT, UTAH

By The President Of The Uaited Statas Of America
A PROCLAMATION
(No. 877--July 31, 1909--36 Staz. 24338)

“WHEREAS, the Mukuntuweap Caavon, through which flows the North 7
Rio Virgin, or Zion River, in Souihwestara Utan, is an extraordinarcy
exanpla of canyon erosion and is of the greatest scientific Llateras:t
and {: appears that che public interes: would be prozctad by reservi
it as a Nacional naonument, wich such other land as may be necessary
for izs protaczion;”

»lo
’

;3 ® Preclacmazion No. 1 (o)
Addizion 0f Land To Zion Na

h 13, 1323, 40 S:zz:z. 1760
tiocnal Yonumentc.

2ZI0N NATIOWAL MONUMZNT, UTad

By The President Of The Uniced Scates 0f America
A PROCLAMATION
(No. l435--ifarcn 18, 1918--50 Scac. 1760)

WHERZAS, It has been established by the research of competent observers

that cerzain lands directlv bordering upon the Mukuntuweap National Monuzen:,
reserved oy proclazation dated July 31, 12C9Y9, said monumen: and adjacent
lands being ia the State of Uzah, contaia =aay natural features of unusual
archeologic, geologic, and geographic interest, unknown at the tize the
monument was created,
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ndian ctribes,

AND WHZREAS, Tha archeolog
of America and =c zha ance

-~ & -
¢ feac
svair [

S

AND WHEREAS, The geologic features include craters of extinct volcanoces,
fossiliferous desosits of unusual nature, aad brilliantly colorad strata
of unigue cozsosition, among winich are some believed to be the bes: repre-
santatives in :thz world of a rara tyoe of sedimentaction,

AND WHZREAS, The features of geograpnic interest include a labyiath of
cemarckadle canvons wicth highly ornate aad teaurtifully colored walls, in
wnizh are plaialy recorded the geologicz ev:ats of past ag



AND WHEREAS, It appears that the entire area herein referred to should be
preserved iatact for the purpose of scientific research and for the enjoy=-
ment and enlightenment of the public,

AND WHEREAS, The canvon of the North Fork of the Virein River, the principal
natural feature of geclogic and geographic incerest included within the
boundaries of the said Mukuntuweap National Monument, was named "Zicn Canvon”™
by Mormon sectlers many years before the name "Mukuntuweap” was given to this
region because it was regarded as a safe refuge in the event of Indian
atzacks on neighboring setclements,

" AND WHEREAS, The name “Zion” is still applied to this region to the
exclusion of the name "Mukunctuweap,”

COMRMITTIZZ REPORT: House Reporz No. 1285, 64th Congress lst sessian

exerpt from a letcer to the Secretary of the T
from Franklin K. Lane, Secrectary of the Incer:
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTZRIOR,

Washington, July 8, 1916.

“Dear Mr. Secretary: The Mukuntuweap National Monuzent, Utah, was se:c
aside by presidential proclamation of July 31, 1909, and the administra-
tion thereof as under the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior.
It embraces the magnilicent gorge of Zion Creek, called the Mukuazuweap
Canyon, the walls of which are szooth, vertical, sandstone precipices
from 800 o 2,000 feet deep, and ar2 of the unscalable wicthia the limits
of the reservation. The North Fork of the Rio Virgin River passes
through the canyoa, and it is claimed that the views into the zanvon
froa its rim are exceeded in beautv and grandeur onlv bv sizmilar viaws
in che Grand Canvon of the Colorado.”

STATUTZ: An Act To establish the Zion National Park in the State of Utzh,
approved Novenber 19, 1919. (41 Stat. 35%5)

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenzatives of
the United States of America in Congress asseambled, Tha: the
Zion National Monument, in the councy of Washington, State of
Utah, established and designated as a national monumens uynle-
the Act ol June 8, 1904, entitled “Aa Act for the preservazion
of Amarican antiquities,” by Presidential proclamazions of
July 31, 1909, and lazch 18, 1918, is heredby declared o be a
national park and dedicated as such for the benefiz and enjoy-
ment of the people, under the name of the Zion National Park.”
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COMMITTEE REPORT: Senate No. 22, 66th Congress lst session (June 20, 1919)

excerpt from a letter to Henry L. Myers, Chairman
Committee on Public Lands, from Franklin Lane,
Secretary of the Interior. (recommending preservation
of the area as a National Park)

“Zion Canvon is an extraordinarv gorge cut from brilliantlv colored
sedimentarv rocks bv the North Fork of the Virgin River. 1Its proportions
are adout equal to those of Yosemite Valley in Yosemite National Park;
the walls are several hundred feet lower and the canyon i{s consideracly
narrowver. In the cutting of the gorge, however, the torrential streaz
and wind and rain, have carved domes spires, towers and other curious
foras that scrikingly resemble many of the features of Yosezmite Valley.
More i{acerasting than the.carving of Zion's cliffs {s their exquisite
coloring. Red predominates as it does in the Grank Canyon in Arizena,
but thece are amazing combinations of brown, black, and wnhite colcr
with the red and with each other. Whita sandstone is superiaposed on
the rad strata, and othe: layers of the red rock lie in tura upon the
white. The action of water upon the exposad surfaces of these rocks

has produced a syaphony of color that gives the canyor izs greatest
charm. The finishing touches are given by the forests of the valley
floor and the trees on the zim and in the niches of the nearlv per-
pendicular canvon walls. Early scientific exploTers ol the Soutrhwes:,
including Maj. J. W. Powell, who made the firsc trio =irough the Grand
Canyon of the Colorado River, visited Ziom Canvoz and wrote of the graat
beautv of cthe gorze and the brilliance of its coloring, and several
artists, iacluding Thomas Moran, have conveved the wonders of the region
to the world bv paintings of distiacziozn.”

COMMITTEE REPORT: To 46 Stat. 582, approved June 13, 1930

House Report No. 1357, 71lst Congress, 2d session
(May 2, 1930) (cz the addizion of land to Zion
National Park)

excerpt from a letter to the Secretary of Interior from
Arno Camuerar, Acting Director of National Park Service:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE,
Washington, April 25, 1930.

"Mezorandua for the Secretary.

Reference {3 made to letter of April 23 from the chairman Committee on the

Public Lands, House of Representatives, transmitcing a copy of H. R. 11699,
“A bill to add certain lands to the Zion National Park, in the stace of Utah,

and for other purposes,” with request for report thereon.

This bill proposes to add lands totaling approxizately 17,900 acres to the
lon Naticnal Park, Utah. The laand adjoins the southeast, south, and south-

west boundaries of the park.

The addition of these lands to the park is very desirable for the following
reasons:

(3) To protect the upper section of the valley of Clear Creek, chrough
which the Zion-Hount Carmel Higaway (s being construc:ed.

(4) To bring under pack protection a aumber of excellen:z cl:
in the 2arunuwean Canvon and Zo add zo tha nark =he unususl.v
scenlc upper canvon oI the PAdTunuweas anc make availaslie adci-icna.

camping ground for park visiiozs on the floor of the 2zrunuwaan Vallay.”



