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SUMMARY

The Juniata River valley in southwestern Pennsylvania is rich in
history and natural beauty. For more than a century this area was a
bustling transportation hub and industrial area. Today, after many
years of economic decline, efforts by public and private groups are
being initiated to help reverse that condition and revitalize the area.

The America’s Industrial Heritage Project, managed by the
Southwestern Pennsylvania Heritage Preservation Commission, is
working cooperatively within the nine-county project area to help
promote tourism and commemorate the significant contribution of the
region’s iron and steel, coal, and transportation industries. As part of
this effort, the Juniata River Corridor Reconnaissance Survey was
initiated. The purpose of the Juniata survey is to identify the
resources within the Juniata valley, examine their significance, and
determine whether further study is needed. To accomplish this, the
study assesses the area’s historic heritage and natural, cultural, scenic,
and recreational values and concludes with a discussion of general
significance and recommendations for further study.

THE RESOURCES

The survey area is in Blair and Huntingdon counties and includes the
Juniata River, Main Line Canal, Pennsylvania Railroad, US 22, and
several sites and towns along these routes, including Hollidaysburg,
Frankstown, Williamsburg, Mount Etna furnace, Alexandria,
Petersburg, Huntingdon, and Mount Union. Much of the history and
most of the remaining cultural resources in and around these areas
support the primary National Park Service theme of “America at
work,” including such subthemes as “commerce and industry” and
“transportation and communication.”

The most dramatic scenic qualities of this corridor are found where
the meandering river flows through the narrow gorges and along the
banks of steep forested mountains — particularly Lock, Tussey, and
Short mountains and Warrior Ridge. The rural scenic qualities are
enhanced where the valley widens to accommodate pastoral

landscapes, ecologically rich riparian habitat, or scattered rural
communities.

The area’s ancient geological history of tilted and folded mountains
and eroded valleys has resulted in an abundance of minerals at varied
strata, primarily sandstone, limestone, shale, siltstone, and some coal,
iron, and lead. These resources allowed for a rich industrial economic
base throughout the 1800s and early 1900s.

The hardwood forests were largely cut over to build homes, create
farms, and support industrial activities such as iron furnaces. Today,
the second-growth forests provide habitat for a wide variety of
wildlife. The river has the capability to support many species of fish,
although currently fish habitat is adversely impacted by pollution. The
corridor may also contain 22 federal or state-listed threatened or
endangered plant and animal species.

SIGNIFICANCE

Various modes of transportation that greatly stimulated westward
expansion and industrial growth in Pennsylvania evolved in the
Juniata River valley, and this is the basis for the valley’s primary
significance. Indian paths and use of the river for navigation evolved
into the development of turnpikes (roads). Then the Pennsylvania
Main Line Canal was constructed and dramatically improved access
to markets, thereby stimulating industrial growth and local community
prosperity. When the Pennsylvania Railroad replaced the canal,
prosperity continued for those communities along the line.

Without the canal, this historical scenario is not unlike what evolved
in other river valleys in Pennsylvania. The canal’s construction was
the singular most important phenomenon to occur in the history of
the Juniata valley. This first major east-west transportation route
linked the East Coast and its waterways with the inland Great Lakes
and Mississippi River, thus opening up Pennsylvania west of the
formidable Allegheny Mountains.



In addition to transportation, the Juniata River valley has a rich iron
history. During the early to mid 19th century, the region’s numerous
iron plantations were noted for producing high-quality iron products.

Within the corridor are several cultural resources that are nationally
significant or have the potential for state or national recognition.
These include the Juniata Division of the Pennsylvania Main Line
Canal; the Pennsylvania Railroad; the East Broad Top Railroad; the
Mount Etna iron furnace complex; and the historic districts of
Hollidaysburg, Huntingdon, and Alexandria. In addition, there are
other individual structures and sites in Williamsburg and Mount
Union and throughout the corridor that reflect the AIHP transportation
and industrial heritage themes.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Due to their significance, the canal, railroads, furnace, and historic
districts are recommended for further individual study where
appropriate. Efforts are underway to look at options for the protection
and management of the East Broad Top Railroad National Historic
Landmark and Mount Etna iron furnace complex in separate studies
of alternatives. There are also several other historic sites and districts
in the general survey area that need greater recognition and protection
at state and local levels. Refer to the individual segment analysis in
appendix A.

The corridor, in certain areas, provides good opportunities for scenic
driving and touring of historic sites, and potentially can provide good
opportunities for fishing, canoeing, walking, bicycling, and nature
study. Some of these activities occur to a limited extent, but it is not
clear what the current and future demand is for these and other
activities. A more comprehensive study of recreational use along the
corridor is therefore recommended to assess recreational opportunities
and demand.

Also, water quality and water levels currently place major restrictions
on water-based activities. Area state parks, forests, and gamelands
provide some protection of scenic values, plant and animal habitat,

and water quality within the river corridor. This protection is limited
because of the continuing impact of mine drainage, industrial
pollution, and new development on corridor resources. Increased local
support for land use regulations — through the updating and
enforcement of area master plans, zoning, and subdivision regulations
— is needed to curtail indiscriminate development and protect scenic
and natural resources. Recognition of the importance of agricultural
landscapes as part of the area’s cultural heritage is needed to help
limit significant loss of the scenic rural landscape and help maintain
the agricultural economy of the region.

The 40-mile corridor limit is artificial and does not reflect the much
broader area that directly influences the resources within the corridor.
Therefore, a more comprehensive study of the Juniata River system
and its tributaries may be appropriate in the future. The study would
identify significant opportunities and concerns throughout the system
and provide a more coordinated approach to long-range planning,
protection, and management of those resources. The Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Resources could potentially conduct
such a study if the local communities expressed support for it.
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INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE

The Juniata River Corridor Reconnaissance Survey is a general
survey of natural, cultural, scenic, and recreational resources within
the river corridor in Huntingdon and Blair counties. The purpose of
the survey is to examine the significance of these resources and
determine whether further study of the corridor or individual
resources is recommended.

PLANNING HISTORY

The 1985 Reconnaissance Survey of Western Pennsylvania Roads and
Sites provided the groundwork for later regional congressional
hearings that resulted in broad support for federal recognition of the
region’s significant natural and cultural features related to iron and
steelmaking, transportation, and associated industrial themes. Recently
an additional theme of labor history and ethnic culture have been
added. Congressional funding followed, with the establishment of the
America’s Industrial Heritage Project and its Action Plan. This
Juniata River Corridor Reconnaissance Survey is an outgrowth of the
Action Plan. That Action Plan recommended various efforts,
including further surveys of the Juniata River, the Pennsylvania Main
Line Canal, Hollidaysburg, Mount Etna iron furnace complex, East
Broad Top Railroad, and Mount Union. Because these and other sites
fall within the Juniata River valley area, the recommended follow-up
surveys of these areas are included in this Juniata River Corridor
Reconnaissance Survey.

METHODOLOGY

This survey was prepared by a multidisciplinary planning team.
Information on the survey area was gathered from on-site visits;
available historic, natural resource, recreation, land use, and census
literature; and consultation with federal, state, and local agencies.
Early meetings were held with local citizens and citizen groups.

Aerial and on-ground photography was essential in helping analyze
natural and scenic qualities and land use patterns. The information is
presented in two main sections — (1) a general description of the
resources in the study corridor, general land use trends, and resource
threats, and (2) an evaluation of the status and significance of
corridor resources with recommendations for additional resource
management and protection measures and further study. A more
detailed segment-by-segment description of the corridor and resources
including detailed maps of each segment is provided in appendix A.

STUDY CORRIDOR

The area surveyed in this document, which will be referred to as the
study corridor, lies within a geographical area known as the Juniata
River Basin. The river and the Juniata Division of the Main Line
Canal form the backbone of the study corridor. The Juniata Division
stretched 127 miles along the Juniata River, from the juncture of the
Juniata and Susquehanna rivers at Columbia to its terminus at
Hollidaysburg where goods and passengers transferred to the
Allegheny Portage Railroad. Only the final 40 miles of this canal -
roughly between Hollidaysburg and Mount Union ~ are considered in
this reconnaissance study because the project scope is limited to the
AIHP nine-county area. However, there are many communities east
of the Huntingdon County line that were profoundly influenced by
the Juniata Division and retain significant canal-era remains. In
particular, Newton Hamilton in Mifflin County has a significant
remnant of the canal prism that is intact and accessible and has
potential for restoration and interpretation to the public.

The study corridor, in Blair and Huntingdon counties, includes
segments of the Beaverdam and Frankstown branches and the Juniata
River proper (see Region and Study Corridor maps). Within the
corridor are 2 miles of the Beaverdam Branch as it flows east from
Hollidaysburg to the Frankstown Branch. The Frankstown Branch
flows from this intersection approximately 23 miles to the Little
Juniata River confluence. At this point the two branches become the
Juniata River, which flows from this confluence another 15 miles to
the terminus of the study corridor at the Huntingdon County line, just



past Mount Union. The study corridor is generally 4 mile on either
side of the river, allowing the inclusion of many resources associated
with the evolution of canal and, later, railroad transportation and
related industries.

AMERICA’S INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE PROJECT THEMES

The America’s Industrial Heritage Project is based on the following
themes ~ iron and steelmaking, coal, transportation, and labor and
social history; the secondary AIHP themes relate to support industries
(such as brickmaking and quarrying); some of these resources also
relate to peripheral themes associated with America’s growth
westward. Throughout the document, and especially in the
segment-by-segment analysis in appendix A, the themes represented
by the resources are shown. See appendix B for a more detailed
discussion of these themes.
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