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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Harold Cook Homestead Cabin, or "Bone Cabin," complex comprises just
a few sites and structures set on one acre of flat grassy land in the

valley of the Niobrara River and within the boundaries of the Agate Fossil

Beds Naftional Monument.
vidually below.

The sites and structures are described indi-

1. BONE CABIN (NO. HS 1)

The original "Bone Cabin," as buflt in 1904, was a small (15'6" x

11'5"), one-room, wood-frame, rectangular building. 01d photographs
indicate that it was oriented as it is now with its long axis and the
ridge of the gable roof running north-south. The front door was on
the east side which was protected by the roof's deep overhang running
the length of the building.  There was a square, four-light window on
both the north and south walls of the cabin. The roof was covered

with tar paper. The exterior siding was a crude board and batten.
The foundation was loose-laid stone rubble.

Sometime prior to 1910, the rubble foundation was extended under the
south side of the front overhang. A board floor was installed,

it was

enclosed with board and batten siding, and a porch swing was hung under

the north half of the overhang.

01d photographs indicate that further alterations were made during the
Harold Cook homestead. period;.1910-191k. ...Three rooms were added.
l)waﬁlsmallg'Wood;frame,fgablewroofEd room with a stove was added to
the south end of the porch, opening on bo it.
‘and batten siding, tar paper roofing, a square four-=light window
. on the south wall, and a loose-laid stone rubble foundation.

2)

This room had board

A small, wood-frame, tool shed with a lean-to roof was added in the

corner formed by the south wall of the original cabin room and the

This room had board and
This addition

west wall of the addition noted above.
batten siding, tar paper roof, and no foundation.
was eliminated in the 1930's. )

3) A larger (11'7" x 12'3"), wood-frame room with a gable roof was

added to the west side of the original cabin.
gable roof on this addition is oriented on an
perpendicular to the gable orientation of the
roof. This room had horizontal board siding,
loose-1aid stone rubble foundation, a square,
on both the north and south walls,
on its south side.

The ridge of the
east-west axis,
original cabin's
tar paper roofing,
four-light window

and an exterior door with stoop
That door and stoop no longer exist.

During this period, the porch swing was removed and the foundation
and flooring extended to the rest of the porch.

(See Continuation Sheet, page 2)
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT
190&-19303 Harold J. Cook

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Bone Cabin complex is intimately associated with the scientific
exploration of the Miccene fossil deposits now included within Agate
Fossil Beds National Monument. Those fossil deposits have proved of
international scientific importance in revealing the paleontological story
of the "Age of Mammals," and the Bone Cabin structures represent the most
" tangible man-made artifact associated with the scientific investigators.
Additionally, the structures are the particular handiwork of Harold J.
Cook, pioneer palecntologist and son of Captain James H. Cook, noted
frontiersman and friend of the Sioux leader Red Cloud.

SPECIFIC DATES

Although James Cook discovered the first fossil bones at Agate Fossil Beds
in 1878, the true importance of the deposits came to light when 0. A.
Peterson of the Carnegie Museum at Pittsburgh initiated the first scientific
- excavations at the site in 1904. He was assisted by Harold Cook, then 17,
and it was at that time that the Bone Cabin was constructed to serve as
headquarters. for the dnvestigations. - .The sfirst year's iexcavations revealed
the existence of a type of two-hormed rhinoceros new to science, the
Diceratherium. - As:-a resgult, in 1905 and ;subsequent: years the..Carnegie
expeditions were joined by those lead by E. H. Barbour of the University
‘of Nebraska, and occasionally by teams from Yale University -and Amherst
College. Much of today's knowledge of the Diceratherium, the Moropus,

the Dinohyus, the Stenomylus and Miocene animal life in general derives
from investigations based at and near the Bone Cabin. :

In 1910, Harold Cook filed a homestead claim to own and therefore protect
the fossil gquarries. He improved the property while occupying the cabin and
conducting his own studies. After he obtained patented:title to his claim
'in 1914, the structures again became the headquarters for fossil collecting
expeditions, which continued until the late 1930s. Thus the structures

are gssociated not only with important scientific endeavors, but represent
Cook's imaginative use of the land laws to insure the protection of an
important and uynique scientific resource. The preservation of the fossil
quarries and their incumbent scientific value, symbolized by the Bone

Cabin complex, made possible the establishment of Agate Fossil Beds
National Monument in 1965, an event facilitated by the interest and
generosity of Harold Cook and his family.

In the late 1930s the land surrounding the Bone Cabin was leased for ranch-
ing, and the structures were altered to support those operations. The
cabin has not been used as a dwelling since 1950.

(Ssee Contlnuatlon Sheet page L4)
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In the late 1930s, the "Bone Cabin" was again used as a ranch house
and went through several more alterations, achieving its present
appearance. : ‘

The south addition adjoining the porch was completely rebuilt,

with a concrete floor and a new exterior door on the south wall

and a square, four-light window flanking the door. The porch was
completely enclosed and converted into a kitchen. It had a new
exterior door on the east wall and two, new, four-light casement
windows on the north wall. The door, on the south wall of the

west addition, was blocked up and that room was used strictly as

a bedroom. All the roofs were shingled with wood, and the exterior
was covered with brown, simulated brick, asphaltic siding paper.
Some concrete was poured along the loose stone foundation.

WINDMILL (NO. HS 2)

0l1d photographs indicate that, sometime between 1910 and 191k,
Harold Cook erected a windmill several yards south and west of the
cabin complex. Although the wooden derrick appears to have been
altered, the galvanized metal blades and vane, and the rest of the
windmill appear to be original. Stencilled on the vane are the
following:

The Aermotor Co., Chicago
and
H. C. Colter, Mitchell, Neb.

SHED (NO. HS 3), and STORM CELLAR (SITES)

Historic photographs dated 1904, 1910, and 1914, show a rectangular
shed south of the "Bone Cabin.”" It appears to be larger than the
"Bone Cabin" with a tin, gable roof running north-south, board and
batten siding, loose rubble foundation, a single four-light window
on north and south walls, a metal stove pipe through the roof near
the south end, and a narrow opening in the east wall. The 191k
photograph shows a wood shingle roof on the shed.

The 1914 photograph also shows an excavated structure to the south
and west of the shed. It appears to be a storm cellar.

Neither of these structures exists today.
(See Continuation Sheet, page 3)
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An historic photograph, dated circa 1910, shows a rectangular shed
east of the shed (No. HS 3), It had a tin, gable roof running north-
south, large horizontal siding, and was open through the middle.

This structure no longer exists.

PRIVY (NO. HS 5) (SITE)

"An historic photograph, dated circa 1904, shows a small privy south

and east of the "Bone Cabin." It had board and batten walls, door
on its east side and roof that sloped slightly rearward. It appears
only large enough to accommodate one person.

This structure no longer exists.
FENCES (NO. HS 6)

All the historic photographs of the "Bone Cabin" complex show it
surrounded by barb wire-and-post fences. It is presently surrounded
by both barb wire-and-post, and wood board fences. The present fence
system probably conforms to the original fence system, but is com-
posed of bits and pieces of materials, especially bardb wire, from
several historic periods.
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Although planning for the development and interpretation of the National
Monument is still incomplete and no final decisions have been made as

to the treatment of the Bone Cabin complex, it is likely that it will

be preserved, perhaps partially restored, and used in the interpretation
of the scientific investigations of the fossil quarries.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

[The Harold J. Cook Homestead Cabln (Bone Cabln Complex) was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places on August 24, 1977. Subsequent research has
revealed a number of errors in the orlglnal nomination form.] - .

The Harold J. Cook Homestead Cabln (Bone ‘Cabin Complex) comprises a few sites and
structures set on one acre of flat grassy land.in the Niobrara River Valley, ..
within the boundaries of the Agate Fossil Beds Netional Monument, Nebraska. The
structures and 31tes are described individually below.

. BONE- CABIN (HS 01) P - . S s T _-r, .-
As it existed -in-1909;--the -original- one-room structure was fifteen. feet, six. .
inches by eleven feet, five inches and was oriented as it is now with. 1ts long
axis and thé ridge of the tarpapered, gable roof running morth-south.-
overhanging east slope of the roof created a porch area. The front door was on
the east side. There were square four-light windows on both the north and south
walls of the cabin., The exterior siding was a crude board and batten. The -
foundation was loose-~lsid stone rubble. ‘

During the Harold and Eleanor Cook. homestead perlod in 1912, Harold Cook added
three rooms. The first was a "summer kitchen." Cook extended. the rubble and .
cement foundation approximately four feet to the east running the length of the
structure and extending south approximately six feet past -the same. The:
foundation was nine feet wide at the southern end and formed the base upon which
the eight by six feet kitchen was built. A sguare four-light window wag placed ,
in the center of the south wall. The kitchen had a gable roof with its long axis -

- running north-south and was tarpapered. A stove pipe protruded through the east
roof's center. The walls were of board and batten siding. The east wall
continued north under the original overhang which created a proteoted north
entrance.

- Also in 1912, a seoond room was added to the west side of the original structure.
This thirteen feet, one inch by twelve feet, two inch woed-framed bedroom
featured a tarpapered geble roof whose long axis ran- east-west. The walls were-

~ covered with horizontal wood siding and rested on a foundation of loose laid
rubble. The interior bedroom door is located on the nhorth side of the shared’
wall and an exterior door is on the east side of the south wall with a small.
platform and three riser step, ~The bedroom also has two square four-light
windows in the center of the north and south walls. L e

The woodshed was the third room added in 1912. It was located in the corner
created by the west wall of the "summer kitchen" and the south wall of the
original structure. It had a tarpapered lean-to roof that sloped away from the
"summer kitchen." The woodshed was removed by the early 1940s.

14
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .
The Harold J. Cook Homestead Cabin (Bone Cabin Complex) is within the Agate

Fossil Beds National Monument in Sioux County, Nebraska., Harold J. Cook was a
rencher, paleontologist, and BSon of James H. Cook, the famed frontiersman and
Indian advocate. The Bone Cabin Complex is significant because of its
utilization by the Cooks and other paleontologists during their excavations at
the Agate Springs F03311 Quarries.. . The fossil ‘deposits are of international
scientific "importance in Tevealing the ‘paleontological story of the. "Age of :
Mammals." The Bone Cabin Complex represents -the most tangible man made artifact
associated with the scientific investigations, and is, therefore, eligible for
nomination under National Register Criterion A.7 Among the institutions
represented at Agate were the Carnegie Museum, Pemmslyvania; University of =
Nebraska at Lincoln, Nebraske; American Museum of Natural History, New York; Yale
Unlver31ty, Connecticut; Amherst College, Massachusetts; and others.

The Bone Cabin Complex .is intimately associated with the scientific exploration
of the Agate Springs Fossil Quarries. The fossil deposits are found in the

. 21,000,000~year-old Harrison formation of the Arickee Group,. Miacene.Epoch. The . _.
sediments of this group are principally sandstone. An abundant concentration- of
Miocene fossil mammal bones are.found in a two- to three-foot thick layer running
through four principal fossil hills: University, Carnegie, Bear Dog, and Quarry
‘A, The most .common memmals are . the Menocerus, a. two-horned. rhinoceros, the
unusual-looking Moropus with its large claws, and. the seven-foot tall pig,
Dinohyus. One of the largest known carnivore den Bystems was found in Bear Dog
Hill along with the fossil remains of the Bear Dogs, Daphaenodon and Temnocyon.
The detached Stenomylus Quarry is known for its yield of the gazelle-like camel
Stenomylus foss:Ll bones .

R e e o e B T SO © sl e C e e s o b e o s S e s -

The date of construotlon of the Bone Cabln is not clear. One theory is that it
was built by Harold Cook’ as early as 1904, when O, A, Peterson of the Carregie
Museum at Pittsburgh initiated the first scientific excavations at the site. A

~ later date-is more probable. There is mo reliable documentation to support the
1904 date.3

The Cooks were concerned with the legal ownership of the Agate Springs F‘dssil
Quarries.? In 1908, Harold Cook filed a homestead claim for the land. By
February 1909, Harold Cook began his residence on the land in a one-room

S e B well W e st
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tgguggnggr, the nominated boundary is one acre and includes all its contributing support
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From the mid-1920s through the early 1940s the land around the Bone (Cabin was
leased by various ranchers and cowboys. By 1942 the south door to the west
bedroom was boarded over, the steps by this entrance removed, and the roof
covered with wood shingles.

From 1942 through 1948, Edith and Emil "Junior"™ Murphy leased the property around
the Bone Cabin Complex for ranching purposes. They resided in the Bone Cabin and
enclosed the porch area thereby creating a combined kitchen and dining area. The
Murphys applied simulated-brick, asphalt siding to the exterior walls for
insulation purposes.

From 1949 through 1951, George and Margaret Hoffman resided in the Bone Cabin
while they awaited the completion of their ranchhouse under construction a short
distance to the west. A door was added to the south side of the "summer
kitchen" which the Hoffmans used as a storage area. The southside window was
moved to the east of the door.

The structure remained vacant and unchanged until 1973 when the National Park
Service added an asphalt shingle roof. In 1978, the Service applied wood
preservative to both the Windmill (HS-02) and the exposed wood on the Bone Cabin.
In 1981, the windows were numbered and removed, and the openings were boarded
over,

WINDMILL (HS-02)

Historic photographs indicate sometime between 1911 and 1914, a windmill was
erected several yards south and west of the cabin complex. Although the wooden
derrick appears to have been altered, the galvanized metal blades and vane appear
to be original. Stencilled on the vane are "The Aermotor Co., Chicago" and "H.
C. Colter, Mitchell, Neb."

AMERICAN MUSEUM SHACK (HS-03) [formerly SHED NO. HS-031, and STORM CELLAR
(SITES)

In 1911, the American Museum of Natural- History in New York provided funds to
build a twelve by twenty-four-foot cook shack for the paleontologists working the
, Agate Springs Fossil Quarries. Used both as a cooking facility and sleeping

6 quarters, the shack was east of the Bone Cabin and had a metal, gable roof with
its long axis running north-south. It had two square four-light windows on the
north and south walls and an open doorway on the east wall. In 1913, a
heat-absorbing sod roof was applied to the American Museum Shack. A historic
photograph indicates an excavated structure to the south of the American Museum
Shack. It appears to be a storm cellar. Neither of these structures is extant.
The shack was removed sometime in the 1950s.
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BARN A (HS-04) (SITE)

Between 1910 and 1911, Harold Cook constructed a wood frame, metal-sided barn to
the southeast of the Bone Cabin. It had a tin shed roof which sloped to the
east, large horizontal siding, and a wide opening on the east wall. The barn
4 also had a wire-and-post corral connected to the east side. This structure is
. not extant.

PRIVY (HS-05) (SITE)

By 1910 Harold Cook constructed & privy to the south and east of the Bone Cabin.
It had board and batten siding, a westward sloping shed roof, and a door on the
7 east wall. This structure is not extant.

FENCES (HS-06)

Historic photographs show the Bone Cabin Complex surrounded by barbed wire and
wood post fences, It is presently surrounded by both barbed wire and wood post,
. and wood board fences. The present fence system conforms to the north and south
V\V  portions of the original fence, but the east portion has been altered to
~  accommodate the Bone Cabin, the only extant building. It also contains materials
from several periods.

BARN B (HS-07) (SITE)

Sometime after 1920, another barn was built. It appeared smaller than the Bone

Cabin and had a gable roof with its long axis running east-west. A

\ ) post-and-board fence system was connected to the north side of the barn. This
structure is not extant.

NON-CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE
A stock tank which supplied water for livestock was built in the 1950s. This

‘1,\/\”} structure stands immediately west of the Windmill (HS-02) and adjoins the
' existing fence which surrounds the Bone Cabin (HS-01).
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structure. Whether the structure was moved from another location or built by
Harold Cook between 1904 and 1909 is not known. He did, however, add three rooms
during his tenure on the homestead claim.D

In 1910, Harold Cook married Eleanor Barbour, daughter of paleontologist

E. H. Barbour from the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. By 1914, the Cooks
"proved up" (fulfilled the homesteading law requirements) on the property and
received a United States Patent for the land and moved to the main ranch house at
the Agate Springs Ranch, three miles west .6

During their homesteading period, the Cooks became close friends with the
internationally known paleontologist, Albert "Bill" Thomson of the American
Museun of Natural History. By 1914 the Bone Cabin was vacant and Thomson moved
his excavation headquarters from the American Museum Shack to the Bone Cabin.,
Thompson subsequently spent many years at what was called "East Agate." Thomson
likely filled out his field notebooks and planned the next day's work during his
many evenings in the Bone Cabin.!

From the mid-1920s to the early 1940s various ranchers leased the land
surrounding the Bone Cabin, added wood shingles to the roof and made a few
alterations to the building. From 1942 to 1948, Edith and Emil "Junior" Murphy
leased the property and enclosed the front porch to create a kitchen and dining
area., They also covered the exterior walls with simulated brick asphalt siding.

Cook relatives George and Margaret Hoffman resided in the Bone Cabin from 1949 to
1951 while they awaited the completion of their new ranch house built west of the
Bone Cabin.9

The Bone Cabin has been vacant since the 1950s. It has naturally weathered and
deteriorated, but exhibits a high degree of integrity: 1location, setting,
materials, feeling, and association. Since the June 5, 1965, authorization of
Agate Fossil Beds National Monument, the National Park Service has applied a
minimum of preservation and maintenance to the Bone Cabin. The Bone Cabin and
its related structures and sites represent significant physical evidence of the
paleontological excavations at the nearby fossil hills, There was an intimate
interrelationship between the Bone Cabin Complex and noted American paleontolo-
gists representing a wide range of prestigious institutions. Of state and
national importance, the property was entered on the Nebraska Historic Sites
Survey, the National Park Service's List of (Classified Structures, and the
National Register of Historic Places (1977). This represents an amendment to the
original 1977 nomination.
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1. Richard Ortega, "The Harold J. Cook Homestead Cabin, National Register of
Historic Places Inventory/Nomination Form," (Omaha: National Park Service,
Midwest Regional Office, 1977).

2. Dr. Robert Hunt, The Agate Hills: History of Paleontological Excavations,
1904-1925, Prepared for the National Park Service, Midwest Regional Office
(Lincolns University of Nebraska Press, 1984).

3. Ortega, "The Harold J. Cook Homestead Cabin." The photographs used by
Richard Ortega were not adequately documented and are, therefore, not reliable.

)4, Charles Trupia, Historic Structure Report: History and Significance, The
Harold J. Cook Homestead Cabin, (Bone Cabin Complex), Agate Fossil Beds National
Monument, Nebraska (Omaha: Midwest Regional Office, National Park Service,
Nebraska, 1985), pp.25-31.

5. Ibid., pp. 34-49.
6. Ibid., pp. 54-67.
7. Ibid., pp. 81-90.
8. TIbid., pp. 95-96.

9. Ibid., pp. 97-100.
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