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The Pork Vendetta 
What looked like a victory for parks quickly turned into 

defeat at the hands of a small cadre with its own agenda. 

O
N SEPTEMBER 19, the 

parks and the 
American people 
were victims of 
politics at its worst. 

Hours after the House of 
Representatives had de­
feated H. R. 260 (the park 
closure bill) by a biparti­
san vote of 231 to 180, 
members of the House 
Resources Committee res­
urrected the bill by voting to attach it 
to the Interior Department's budget 
reconciliation bill. 

This action captures the anti-park, 
anti-environment vendetta that was 
first seen during the beginning days of 
the current congressional session. The 
bill was introduced as "the park plan­
ning bill for the 21 st century," but the 
rhetoric of Rep. Joel Hefley (R-Colo.) 
and his committee chairman, Rep. 
James Hansen (R-Utah), soon made it 
clear that its real purpose was to take 
the first step toward dismantling the 
park system. 

The righteousness of these legisla­
tors—their assumption that they know 
more than all the past members of 
Congress who approved the parks we 
have, all the citizens who testified for 
these parks, all the Park Service studies 
that were carefully presented—ignores 
the values of all these people, who be­
lieved that today's Congress would give 
the same care to preserving America's 
heritage as past Congresses. 

After all, the parks are an "Ameri­
can invention," created first by Presi­
dent Lincoln in the midst of the Civil 
War and later by Congress, when it es­
tablished Yellowstone in 1872. Yel­
lowstone was the world's first national 

park and the cornerstone 
of America's National 
Park System, which today 
is regarded as a model by 
more than 120 nations. 

Since Yellowstone, 
parks have been estab­
lished with extensive de­
liberation by Congress. 
Now hundreds of parks 
—369, to be exact—re­
flect the historic events 

and protect the landscapes that define 
us as a nation. 

Members of the current Congress 
who call for closing a number of our 
national parks as if they were obsolete 
military bases seem to have little un­
derstanding of this history. They cite as 
evidence a handful of areas they say 
should be dropped from the park sys­
tem as justification for eliminating 
potentially scores of parks. 

Other justifications for closing parks 
also ring hollow. Federal budget sav­
ings? These would be negligible, since 
total National Park Service expenditures 
amount to only one-tenth of one per­
cent of the federal budget. And Con­
gress does not need more power to 
eliminate parks. Over the years, 23 
parks have been dropped from the sys­
tem—proof that park closure legisla­
tion is not needed. 

A war is being waged on the na­
tional parks, with no concern for the 
natural and cultural heritage that will 
be lost. The losers of this war will be 
our children and the generations after 
them. 

Paul C. Pritchard, 
President, NPCA 
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The very best way to explore Alaska's Kenai Fjords 
National Park is with Kenai Fjords Tours!" 

L Evans, Philadelphia, PA 

Come to Alaska's 
Kenai Fjords National Park, 580,000 

acres of spectacular coastal wilderness, 
glaciers, and home to abundant wildlife. 
Then join Kenai Fjords Tours, the "Fjord 

Experts," for a magnificent day of 
cruising these pristine waters. 

^ j f - " See thousands of 
^^^Jm^tir colorful seabirds, 

s^^aw* m including tufted and 
•A W horned puffins. Feel 
^ ^ y ^ the excitement of 

W ^ being face-to-face with 
an actively "calving" glacier. Look for 

graceful humpback whales, orcas, and 
playful otters. We'll take you to where the action is, stay long 

enough for you to get great photos, and memories to last a 
lifetime. Cruises depart Seward daily, May through September. 

• Seward's newest custom, stabilized vessels with multi-level, 
walk-around observation decks 

• 6 and 8-1/2 hour National Park Cruises, 4-hour Wildlife 
Cruises 

• Dinner cruises, featuring fresh Alaska seafood 
• Rail and motorcoach packages available from Anchorage 
Call or write today for your free trip planning information: 

K E N A I FjORI>S 
T O \J * S 

P.O. Box 1889 - Dept. NP 
Seward, AK 99664 • Fax 907-224-8934 

u, i, 1-800-478-8068 
. 907-224-8068 

r—1 Please send me my free Kenai Fjords 
L J National Park Wildlife Guide. 

Name 

Address 

City State _ Zip. 

Clip and mail: Kenai Fjords Tours 

P.O. Box 1889-NP, Seward, AK 99664 

1-800 478 8068 

"Alaska's #7 Wildlife & Glacier Cruises" 



A B O U T N P C A 
WHO WE ARE: Established in 1919. the National 
Parks and Conservation Association is America's 
only private, nonprofit citizen organization dedicated 
solely to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the 
U.S. National Park System. 
WHAT WE DO: NPCA protects national parks by 
identifying problems and generating the support 
necessary to resolve them. Through its grassroots 
efforts. NPCA has developed a base of public in­
volvement that has increased our effectiveness at 
both local and national levels. 
WHAT WE STAND FOR: NPCA's 
mission is to protect and improve the 
quality of our National Park System 
and to promote an understanding 
of, appreciation for. and sense of 
personal commitment to parklands. 
HOW TO JOIN: NPCA depends al 
most entirely on contnbutions from our 
members for the resources essential for an effective 
program. You can become a member by calling our 
Member Services Department. The bimonthly Na­
tional Parks magazine is among the benefits you will 
receive. Of membership dues, $3 covers a one-year 
subscription to the magazine. 
EDITORIAL MISSION: The magazine is the only 
national publication focusing solely on national parks. 
The most important communication vehicle with 
our members, the magazine creates an awareness of 
the need to protect and properly manage the 
resources found within and adjacent to the national 
parks. The magazine underscores the uniqueness of 

the national paries and encourages an appreciation 
for the scenery and the natural and historic treasures 
found in them, informing and inspiring individuals 
who have concerns about the parks and want to 
know how they can help bnng about improvements 
to these irreplaceable resources. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE: A cntical component in 
NPCA's park protection programs are members 
who take the lead in defense of Amenca's natural 
and cultural heritage. Park Activists alert Congress 

and the administration to parte threats; com­
ment on park planning and adjacent 

land-use decisions; assist NPCA in 
developing partnerships; and educate 
the public and the media about park 
issues. The Park Activist Network is 

composed ofthree groups: park watch­
ers, park activists, and park support groups. 

For more information on the activist network, 
contact our Grassroots Department, ext. 221. 
NPCA's success also depends on the financial sup­
port of our members. For more information on 
special giving opportunities, such as Partners for the 
Parks (a monthly giving program). Trustees for the 
Parks ($ 1.000 and above), bequests, planned gifts, 
and matching gifts, call our Development Depart­
ment, ext. 131. 

HOW TO REACH US: By mail: National Parks and 
Conservation Association. 1776 Massachusetts Av­
enue. N.W.. Washington, DC 20036: by phone: I -
800-NAT-PARK; by e-mail: natparks@aol.com or 
npca@npca.org. 
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E D I T O R ' S N O T E 

Yellowstone 
HEN WE THINK of national 
parks, Yellowstone is often 
the first one that comes to 
mind.The park is usually de­
scribed in superlatives—the 

oldest, the best known, the most spec­
tacular. And it is the national park most 
people want to see. When people were 
asked in a recent NPCA survey what 
park they most want to visit, an over­
whelming majority named Yellow­
stone. Unfortunately, it is also one of 
our most endangered parks. 

Although we did not deliberately set 
out to feature Yellowstone in this is­
sue, the park appears in nearly every 
section of the magazine. The stories re­
flect the interest in and complexity of 
Yellowstone: 
• The lead story in NPCA Park News 
(page 1 1) deals with a major threat to 
Yellowstone—the New World Mine, a 
proposed gold mine that would pol­
lute the park's waters. NPCA is work­
ing to have Yellowstone, which is a 
World Heritage Site, officially desig­
nated as a World Heritage Site in Dan­
ger because of the mine's potentially 
disastrous impact on the park. 
• In a feature story (page 36), George 
Wuerthner examines a hot dispute over 
Yellowstone bison, which are being 
slaughtered when they wander out of 
the park because of unproven claims 
that they transmit disease to cattle. 
• Yellowstone is one of several national 
park units recommended by Connie 
Toops (Excursions, page 41) for cross­
country ski treks. 
• And on page 44, we present Presi­
dent Clinton's recent radio address on 
the value of national parks, given when 
he and his family were vacationing in 
Wyoming. His remarks were inspired 
by his visits to Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton national parks. 

Sue E. Dodge, Editor 
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MARCH FOR PARKS 
CELEBRATES 26™ ANNIVERSARY 

OF EARTH DAY 
Volunteers needed to organize events in 

national, state, and city parks—FREE materials available! 

N P C A ' s SEVENTH ANNUAL 
March for Parks will be 
the nation's largest walking 

event for parks and open spaces. Held 
in conjunction with Earth Day, March 
for Parks raises awareness of park prob­
lems and funds for park projects across 
the country. More than 1,000 marches 
are expected to be organized to help 
celebrate the 26th anniversary of Earth 
Day on April 22, 1996. 

NPCA encourages people with an 
interest in preserving or restoring a park 
in their community to organize a march 
sometime on Earth Day weekend, April 
19-22, 1996. One hundred percent of 

the proceeds from each march will stay 
in the local community, to be donated 
to a national, state, or local park. 

To support each march, NPCA will 
provide, free of charge: 
A A comprehensive guidebook on how 
to organize a local march; 
A A Teacher's Guide for events focused 
on children; 
A A sample brochure/pledge form for 
walkers; 
A March for Parks posters and signs; 
A Sample press releases, PSAs, and logo 
sheets; 
A Certificates of Appreciation for walk­
ers; 
A A toll-free number for advice and 
answers to your questions. 

For free March for Parks materials, fax a signed copy of this form to: 202-659-0650. Or mail to NPCA, March for Parks, 
1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. For more information, call 1-800-NAT-PARK (x225). E-mail: 
mrchparks^aol.com. 

Name 

Organization:. 

UPS Address: 

City/State/Zip:_ 

E-mail address: Phone: ( ) _ 

• Send Teacher's Guide 

Name of Park: 

$ Goal: Funds will be used to. 

Date of March: • April 19 • April 20 

Member: • American Volkssport Assoc. 

Type: 

• NRPA • National Tree Trust 

# marchers planned: 

• April 21 • April 22 

"I agree to hold a March for Parks on Earth Day weekend (April 19-22, 1996), using the official March for Parks logo and all 
national sponsor logos on all printed materials. I will accept local sponsorship only from companies that are not in conflict with 
national sponsors. I will donate all of the net proceeds from my march to the public park of my choice. I will send results, 
photos, and other information to NPCA after my event is completed." 

Signature:. Date: 



Schoolhouse on the Prairie, Cat Attack, 
Revolutionary Trivia 

L E T T E R S 

Schoolhouse on the Prairie 
I am a rural mail carrier and only just 
learned of NPCA when I delivered the 
March/April 1995 issue of your maga­
zine. The cover photo [of Fox Creek 
School at the Z Bar Ranch in the Flint 
Hills of Kansas] caught my eye because 
it is the school where my mother be­
gan her teaching career around 1926. 
She boarded at the ranch house of what 
is now the Z Bar Ranch and there met 
my father.The ranch was in his family's 
possession from around 1905 until the 
bank foreclosed in the 1930s. 

Florence L. Fulgham 
Ackerman, MS 

EDITORIAL REPLY: See the Notes item 
on the Z Bar Ranch on page 46. 

Where Ferrets Come From 
Your beautiful article "Back to the Bad­
lands" [November/December 1994] 
could have been a bit more complete 
if it had mentioned that the captive-
raised black-footed ferrets came from 
a number of U.S. zoos, which increas­
ingly play a major role in U.S. and 
worldwide conservation efforts. 

Too often zoos and aquaria are ste­
reotyped as places of entertainment 
that don't merit the attention of seri­
ous wildlife and conservation organi­
zations. 

Warren J. Iliff 
Executive Director, 

The Phoenix Zoo 

Rock of Ages 
Reading Yvette La Pierre's survey of 
active volcanoes in your January/Feb­
ruary 1995 issue ["Hot Spots"] re­
called several events, one really going 
back a piece. In the summer of 1930, 
I was driving up what is now Inter-

ANSWERTO"YOU ARE HERE" 
opejO|03 SJJBJ |Euoi;ef\| uieiunopg /Opoy 

Atop Mount Lassen,Armand 
Singer displays rock formed a few 
months after his birth. 

state 5 near Red Bluff, California, only 
to notice far to the east dense smoke 
rising above the trees. Local inquiries 
confirmed that I was watching Mount 
Lassen perform, some 40 miles away. 
Years passed. I joined the National 
Parks Association [NPCA's predecessor] 
and turned out five or so articles for 
the legendary Devereux Butcher [edi­
tor of National Parks in the 1940s and 
1950s]. 

When my wife and I passed through 
Lassen Volcanic National Park a few 
years ago, we were taken with its pris­
tine beauty and relatively benign ne­
glect. It remains on the primitive side, 
a reticent jewel, far from the madding 
crowds of the Sequoia-Yosemite area. 
Summer before last, I decided it was 
high time to climb the peak itself. I 
found I had reached the summit too 
late to join others enjoying a ranger's 
talk. My informant, noting my white 
Vandyke, mentioned that the ranger 
had been hunting, without much suc­
cess, for a hiker born on the day of the 
May 1915 eruption that created the 
very rock on which we were standing. 
He wanted a pictorial hook on which 

to hang his lecture. I confess to posing 
for this close-if-not-exact match, as a 
sort of overachiever. Here I am, hold­
ing a piece of the 1915 rock, formed 
a few months after I first looked out 
on this world, November 30, 1914. 
Lassen had already erupted in 1914, 
continuing its activity until 1921, but 
May 1915 represents its really spec­
tacular display. 

Armand E. Singer 
Morgan town, WV 

Cat Attack 
As an avid admirer of big cats, I en­
joyed your article "Cats of One Color" 
[July/August 1995]. Unfortunately, on 
July 19, Dateline NBC ran a very biased 
report against mountain lions. In the 
segment, mountain lions were referred 
to as "killer cats,....soft and cuddly only 
when dead."The journalist emphasized 
the deaths of a jogger and a school­
teacher in 1994, dubbed "the year of 
the cat." Emotionally charged phrases 
such as "eat our children" and "kill you 
whenever they want" were used 
throughout the segment. 

Opponents of protecting the cats 
were given ample time; people [in fa­
vor] were given less time.The segment 
[perpetuated] a sense of fear toward 
mountain lions, deepening the igno­
rance about them. How can we hope 
to preserve these beautiful creatures 
when television, a source of informa­
tion to which more and more people 
are turning, allows such prejudicial 
reporting? 

Cheryl McCombs 
Pinson, AL 

Contradictory Objectives 
I recently enjoyed my first issue of Na­
tional Parks, but I was surprised by the 
incongruity of two items. A News Up­
date [July/August 1995] cited in­
creased tourism revenue as a justifica­
tion for reintroducing wolves into 
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Mow confidently they rule their winter worlds. The 
bald eagle and the gray wolf. Lord of the skies and 
sovereign of the snowy earth. Once endangered. 
Now thriving again in the wild. Here on a snowy 
ridge, against the hackdrop of majestic mountains, 
these noble creatures have the power to stir some­
thing wild within our hearts. 

Now a magnificent new collector's plate in a 
breathtaking montage style unites the lords of the 
wild and brings them into your home. 

"United in .Spirit," 8X inches in diameter and 
surrounded with shining platinum, is hacked by the 
Bradford Exchange 365-day money-hack guaran­
tee. Best of all. this hand-numbered treasure^^rxo 
is a spectacular art value—just $29.95. C * b v ^ ^ J 

"United in Spirit" is issued in a l imitetU3V\ » 
edition, so order today. Send no money 
now. Just mail the coupon and the masters 
of land and skv will he yours. 

VOIR IVRADIORD 

Ex< UANGE ADVANTAGE 
• A hand-numbered limited-edition 
plate with a correspondingly hand-
numhered Certificate of Authenticity 

• A complete plate story detailing 
the significance of this stunning 
plate 

•A stirring montage work re-cre­
ated on line porcelain and sur­
rounded with platinum 

•The Bradford Exchange— 
:' "The Heart of Plate Collecting" 
—yesterday, today and for the next 
100 wars 

orwBa: vuiij-e 

Y E S . Please enter my order for "United in Spirit." 
I understand I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will b 
billed $29.95' when my plate is shipped. 
Limit: one plate per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Signature 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 

City 

State 

Telephone ( 

ZiD 

) 
'Plus a total of $369 postage and handling 
Illinois residents add state sales tax Pending credit approval 
The price of the plate in Canada wtfJ be tugher 
Edition limited to 95 firing days Plate stand not included 

14951-E26391 

Masters of land and sky 
Surrounded with a 

platinum feather-design 
border and platinum rim 

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 
9 3 4 5 M i l w a u k e e Avenue Ni .es IL 6 0 7 1 4 - 1 3 9 3 

T H V ^ » ^ ^ 0 f P L A T E C O L L E C T I N G 

"United in Spirit" 

http://Ni.es


L E T T E R S continued 

Yellowstone. Yet, a feature article dis­
cussed overcrowding at many parks. 
Yellowstone certainly has the reputa­
tion of being crowded, and the con­
cept of increased tourism revenues 
implies attracting more tourists. 

It is difficult, at best, to argue for 
increased park tourism while [advo­
cating] limits on access to some parks. 

Andrew P. Wynn 
Farming ton, ME 

Misunderstandings 
I disagree with the rationale of Tom 
Ribe's letter [July/August 1995]. He 
bemoans the fact that scientists have 
been taken away from the National Park 
Service and placed in an independent 
National Biological Service. 

NPS is, at heart, a tourist agency. Its 
bureaucratic destiny relies solely on 
visitation. Whether NPCA or the Park 
Service admits it or not, NPS may talk 
the talk of science, land management, 
and historic research, but since these 
have low budget priorities, the bureau­
crats hide them under visitor center 
development and traffic management. 

By contrast, ecological research is 
the sole product of the National Bio­
logical Service. Finally there is an 
agency that is solely science driven and 
not site specific, like the U.S. Geologi­
cal Survey. Now that we have the ad­
ministrative structure right, how much 
money or staff it receives will be a 
separate political question. 

George Childs 
South Miami, FL 

I feel deceived. When I started support­
ing NPCA, I thought it was a group 
that used its funds to purchase prop­
erty for all the public to enjoy and use. 
Instead, I've found it to be a highly 
partisan group that pays people to 
lobby in Washington, D.C. I'm begin­
ning to wonder when your tree-spik­
ing issue will come out. 

Interest groups such as yours are 
dead wrong. What the 104th Congress 
is attempting is heroic. People such as 
Tom Adams [an NPCA Washington rep­

resentative and author of "Parks Un­
der Siege," Forum, July/August 1995] 
would do better to try to work with 
Congress rather than writing slander­
ous articles. The parks are not under 
siege as Adams would have all of 
America believe. In fact, some of the 
parks would be better taken care of by 
the states than they are by NPS. I've 
lived and worked in Grand Teton Na­
tional Park and spent time in many of 
our other parks. Even if federal fund­
ing were pulled by Congress, there is 
no way those mountains will fall over 
or suddenly become dumping 
grounds. Some common sense is in 
order here. If we continue to spend our 
children's inheritance, who knows 
what money will be left for things such 
as roads and programs for disadvan­
taged and disabled people. 

You could learn a lot from National 
Geographic. Positive, informative articles 
would do more to attract a following. 
Please stick to these rather than ugly 
political propaganda. 

Paul Gallaher 
Bellevue, NE 

TOM ADAMS REPLIES: The purchase 
of land for resource protection is not 
part of NPCA's core mission. NPCA is 
a private, nonprofit, nonpartisan citi­
zen organization that works to protect, 
preserve, and enhance the National 
Park System. 

At the beginning of the 104th Con­
gress, NPCA engaged in dialogue with 
the sponsors of H.R. 260, legislation 
that would establish a commission lo 
review the park system and turn some 
units over to be managed by states or 
private entities. NPCA attempted to 
reach common ground on the bill be­
cause we believed that it had potential 
to benefit the park system, but as the 
legislation evolved, it became focused 
on park closures rather than solutions 
to improve the parks. 

Minding Your Diet 
The July/August 1995 issue touches 
the tip of the iceberg when it reminds 

us of the damage to the Everglades by 
sugar growers ["Everglades To Benefit 
from Sugar Reform Bill," News]. But 
the ecological damage caused by the 
sugar industry is trivial compared to 
that caused by the animal foods indus­
try in general and cattle ranching in 
particular. 

There is a direct relationship be­
tween the health of our environment 
and the health of our human popula­
tion. I have to wonder how serious any 
environmental organization is when it 
is silent on this issue. 

There is little chance that sugar sub­
sidies, or any other agricultural subsi­
dies, will end as long as it is legal to 
return a portion of these funds to our 
elected representatives in the form of 
campaign contributions. 

But there is a more direct way to 
attack these practices, and that is to stop 
eating the products supported by these 
subsidies. And the benefits to the land 
are minuscule compared to the ben­
efits in terms of human health. 

Robert G. Huenemann 
La Honda, CA 

Revolutionary Trivia 
On page 55 of your July/August 1995 
issue [Park Pursuit, "The Formative 
Years"] is a picture of the spire of the 
building known today as the Old North 
Church [part of Boston National His­
torical Park]. This building stood on 
its present site in 1 775, at which time 
it was known as Christ Church. There 
was another church in the neighbor­
hood known as Old North. It was torn 
down by the British because it "har­
bored a nest of traitors." It was in this 
no longer extant church that the lan­
terns were hung. These are the facts. 
Let us leave it to the tour guides to 
perpetuate the legend. 

CA. Philippe von Hemert 
Friendship, ME 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W.Washington, DC 20036. Letters 
may he sent via e-mail to editornp@aol.com. 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 
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International Team 
Studies Yellowstone 
"Eyes of the world" focus on 
New World Mine threats. 
Y E L L O W S T O N E N. P . ,WYO. — In an 

unprecedented visit organized by 
NPCA, members of the World Heritage 
Committee gathered here in Septem­
ber to investigate the myriad grave 
threats to Yellowstone, primarily the 
proposed New World Mine.The world's 
first national park, Yellowstone was 
named a World Heritage Site in 1978. 

In response to a February request by 
NPCA and 13 other conservation 
groups, four representatives of the in­
ternational panel came to determine 
whether Yellowstone should be added 
to the "World Heritage in Danger" list. 
Such a listing brings worldwide atten­
tion to an area and helps to address 
threats and avoid dangers to its inter­
nationally significant values. The team 
toured the proposed mine site and lis­
tened to presentations from NPCA and 
others. 

Nationwide opposition has been 
building against the massive New 
World gold mine, which would be lo­
cated on U.S. Forest Service land 2.5 
miles upstream from the park. Mining 
threatens to dewater and pollute rivers 
flowing into Yellowstone and would 
destroy critical wildlife habitat. In ad­
dition, the project includes a 75-acre 
impoundment to store 5.5 million tons 
of toxic waste, which could devastate 
water quality in the Yellowstone River 
if it were to leak or fail. Depending on 
where the impoundment is located, 

An international team investigated the New World Mine's risk to Yellowstone. 

pollution would flow into the Clarks 
Fork of the Yellowstone or the park's 
Lamar River, harming aquatic and ani­
mal life. 

Objection to the mine has been ex­
pressed at the highest levels of govern­
ment, business, education, and the arts. 
On the first day of the panel's tour, his­
torian and NPCA trustee Al Runte pre­
sented a letter signed by 3 7 American 
leaders urging "international recogni­
tion of the jeopardy to Yellowstone." 
Former President Jimmy Carter, former 
Ambassador L. W "Bill" Lane, actors 
Robert Redford and Harrison Ford, and 
former Interior Secretary Stewart Udall 
were among the signatories. 

"America must now choose: Yel­
lowstone or the mine," Runte told the 
committee. "America may not choose 
properly unless the world is also watch­
ing. Watch us, please." 

President Clinton has also reiterated 
his concern about the mine. During his 
August vacation to Wyoming, Clinton 
toured the mine site by helicopter be­
fore declaring a moratorium on min­
ing activity on 19,100 acres of federal 
land surrounding the site. Although his 
action will not stop the New World 
Mine, it helps to curtail potential ex­
pansion of the mine and sends a strong 
message of disapproval to Crown Butte 
Inc., the project's developer. 

As expected, Crown Butte defended 
its mine proposal, which the company 
says poses no serious threat to Yel­
lowstone. In addition, Sen. Conrad 
Burns (R-Mont.) falsely accused the 
committee of seeking to bias the envi­
ronmental impact statement currently 
being prepared for the project. 

"Crown Butte's contention that min­
ing presents no significant risk relies 
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NPCAPflRK NEWS 
upon a God-like confidence that the 
company can eliminate all meaningful 
risk through technological fixes," said 
Terri Martin, NPCA Rocky Mountain 
regional director. "Experience around 
the world demonstrates that mining 
involves serious, unanticipated, and 
sometimes unpredictable risks. The 
question is not whether something will 
go wrong, but when." 

Martin pointed to an August min­
ing disaster in Guyana, which sent 4 
billion liters of cyanide-laced waste 
water into two major rivers. 

In December, the panel will present 
its findings to the full World Heritage 
Committee, which will then decide 
whether Yellowstone will be listed as a 
World Heritage Site in Danger. 

"The eyes of the world are now fo­
cused on Yellowstone National Park, as 
they should be," Martin said. "In es­
tablishing Yellowstone as a national 
park in 1872 and as a World Heritage 
Site in 1978, America made a commit­
ment to 'do everything we can' to pro­
tect the park for future generations. We 
hope the scrutiny of the World Heri­
tage Committee will help us live up to 
these solemn promises." 

L E G I S L A T I O N 

NPCA Inaugurates 
Campaign for Parks 
Spotlight is on the anti-park 
agenda in Congress. 
W A S H I N G T O N , D. c. — NPCA has 
kicked off an extensive campaign to de­
feat the anti-park agenda in Congress. 

In the last year, congressional lead­
ers have crafted legislation to close 
parks, to open public lands to devel­
opment, and to slash budgets, while 
ignoring sound measures that would 
ensure park protection. Following are 
updates on some of the legislation on 
which NPCA will focus in its campaign. 

THE "PARK CLOSURE" BILL 
Rep. Joel Hefley (R-Colo.), sponsor of 
the National Park System Reform Act 

(H.R. 260) known as the "park clo­
sure" bill, and Rep. James Hansen (R-
Utah), chair of the House subcommit­
tee on national parks, have attempted 
to bulldoze this controversial bill 
through Congress. The bill creates a 
review commission to consider which 
of 315 national park units (exempting 
the 54 "national parks") should be re­
moved from the system. Surprisingly, 
traditional park supporters Reps. Bruce 
Vento (D-Minn.) and George Miller (D-
Calif.) are in favor of this bill. 

On September 19, the House re­
jected the measure by a 231 -180 vote, 
but the victory for parks was short­
lived. Less than ten hours later, Hansen 
succeeded in offering it as an amend­
ment to the House Resource Com­
mittee's budget reconciliation package. 

House leaders have failed to act on 
an alternative to H.R. 260 offered by 
Rep. Bill Richardson (D-N.Mex.), the 
Common Sense National Park System 
Reform Act (H.R. 2181), which fo­
cuses on improving park planning and 
raising additional revenue for parks. 
CONCESSIONS AND FEE REFORM 

Hansen, Rep. Don Young (R-Alaska), 
and Sen. Frank Murkowski (R-Alaska) 
have stonewalled concessions reform 
legislation—H.R. 773, sponsored by 
Rep. Jan Meyers (R-Kans.). and S. 309, 
sponsored by Sen. Robert Bennett (R-
Utah)—that would require park con­
cessioners to compete for contracts and 
return a fair portion of their profits to 
the national parks. 

Instead, these men have crafted leg­
islation that would perpetuate con­
cessioner monopolies and continue 
costly taxpayer subsidies to the indus­
try. Hansen also included this language 
in the reconciliation package. 

Murkowski's National Park Service 
Enhancement Act (S. 1144) contains 
similar language. The bill would also 
raise park entrance fees. Although sup­
portive of reform of park fee struc­
tures, NPCA believes that the public 
should be asked to pay more only after 
concessioners pay their fair share. 

VIRGINIA PARKS 
On September 19, the House approved 
by a 377-30 vote a bill (H.R. 1091), 
authored by Rep. Thomas Bliley (R-

W I S E USE W A T C H 

WISE USERS RALLY 
AGAINST LIMITS 
AT VOYAGEURS 

A fational Parks is tracking the 
I M at ti\ ities <>l the Wise Use 

f W Movement, a consortium 
working to roll back environmen­
tal protections. 

The movement, best known for 
its anti-government antics farther 
West, has come to northern Min­
nesota. In August, two groups— 
the Greater Northland Coalition 
and Conservationists with Com­
mon Sense—rallied local residents 
at a congressional hearing held in 
International Falls, Minnesota, on 
the future management of nearby 
Voyageurs National Park. These lo­
cals want the National Park Service 
to lift restrictions at the park, such 
as those that limit motorized rec­
reation in certain areas, or turn the 
park over to local governments. 

Echoing the inflammatory rhe­
toric used by Wise Use groups, the 
Greater Northland Coalition dis­
tributed a flyer before the hearing 
stating falsely that NPS is "an 
armed federal police force used by 
preservation groups to enforce 
management of [Voyageurs] as a 
wilderness area." 

The group asked supporters to 
line the streets with trailered boats 
and snowmobiles, farm equip­
ment, and logging trucks, osten­
sibly to show the strength of local 
interests.This demonstration never 
materialized, however, bolstering 
NPCA's assertion that most Min-
nesotans want the park protected. 

A recent public opinion poll— 
conducted for NPCA by St. Cloud 
State University—showed that 82 
percent of Minnesotans believe 
that wilderness protection at Voy­
ageurs should be increased or the 
current balance between preserva­
tion and recreation maintained. 
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& 24 karat gold embellishes thisl 
authentic minted eagle coin 
(enlarged to show detail). 

The Alaska Chilkat Bald 
Eagle Preserve presents its first-ever 
collector plate, hand-set with an authentic 
minted eagle medal richly plated in 24 karat gold. 

The Bald Eagle, like the spirit of freedom for which it stands, has 

long been endangered. Yet this majestic bird re///survive—thanks 

largely to the work of groups such as Alaska's Chilkat Bald Eagle 

Preserve, the world's largest Eagle preserve. And now, Chilkat invites 

you to show your support lor its efforts by acquiring an exciting 

collecting first. A dramatic collector plate adorned with a minted eagle 

medal richly plated in 24 karat gold and hand-set in a solid brass bezel. 

"Proud and Free" by award-winning wildlife artist Ted Blaylock. 

In the tradition of the most prized collectibles, this heirloom collector 

plate is crafted of fine porcelain. It is hand-numbered and bordered in 

24 karat gold. And each imported plate bears the artist's signature 

mark on its reverse side. 

Priced at just $37.50, this Limited Edition will be closed forever 

after just 45 firing days. Available exe/ttsively from The Franklin Mint, 

Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001. 

A Limited Edition Collector Plate. 
Hand-Numbered and Bordered in 24 Karat Gold. 

The Franklin Mint Please mail by December 31, 1995. 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 
Please enter my order for Proud and Free by Ted Blaylock. I need SEND 
NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed $37.50* when my plate is ready to be 
sent. Limit: one plate per collector. -pin, my suu uU, < 

and $2.95 for shipping and handling. 

SKIN-YURI 

MR/MRS/MISS 

AnnRFSs 

TITY/STATF 

TELEPHONE # ( 

ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

A P T « 

71P 

) 
17438-8-001 

Satisfaction Guaranteed. If you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase, you may do 
so within 30 days of your receipt of that purchase for replacement, credii or refund 

jifrii The First-l^er^Gcdlector Plate 
With an Atrfliferitic Mintt^Eagle Medal 
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R E G I O N A L REPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

A L A S K A Chip Dermerlein, Regional Director 
• NPCA is working to alter a National Park Service vessel manage­
ment plan that calls for a 7 2-percent increase in cruise ships to 
Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve. Dennerlein has talked with 
the cruise ship industry, local citizens, and the state of Alaska and 
believes that "various interests could agree on a plan to improve 
opportunities for visitors, while maintaining good stewardship of 
the park." NPCA will pursue any action necessary to ensure the 
protection of Glacier Bay. 

H E A R T L A N D Lori Nelson, Regional Director 
• Missouri citizens are wrangling with the Park Service and NPCA 
over a herd of non-native wild horses that are causing resource 
damage at Ozark National Scenic Riverways. NPCA supports the 
humane relocation of the horses. The local community, however, 
considers the horses a tourist attraction and has enlisted the help of 
Rep. Bill Emerson (R-Mo.), who introduced a bill (H.R. 238) in 
May that bars removal of the horses. 
i & TAKE ACTION: Urge your representative to vote against this legis­
lation (U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515). 

N 0 R T H E A S T Eileen Woodford, Regional Director 
• Richmond National Battlefield Park in Virginia has issued a draft 
general management plan outlining its land protection strategy, 
which calls for NPS to acquire additional land to bring the park to 
a total of 7,500 acres.This proposal is based on the congressionally 
mandated and highly acclaimed findings of the Civil War Sites Ad­
visory Commission. NPCA notes that the plan is a sharp contrast to 
current legislation (H.R. 1091) by Rep.Thomas Bliley, Jr., (R-Va.), 
which limits the park to the 763 acres NPS now owns. 

r A LI r IL Brian Huse, Regional Director 
• NPCA is concerned that NPS is considering a plan to stabilize 
and improve the Manzanita Lake dam at Lassen Volcanic National 
Park in California. Built before the park was established, the earthen 
dam raised the lake level by three feet. NPCA believes that no justi­
fiable grounds exist upon which to recommend improvement of 
any kind. Furthermore, the plan does not consider the impacts on 
the ecosystem, particularly the bald eagle population. Shelved a 
year and a half ago, this proposal has been reintroduced in re­
sponse to a possible 100-year flood. NPCA supports a managed 
breach of the dam to allow for a return to a natural lake system. 
$ts TAKE ACTION: To express concern about the proposed construc­
tion, write to Superintendent Gil Blinn, Lassen Volcanic National Park, RQ 
Box 100, Mineral, CA 96063. 

c o n t i n u e d 

Va.), that reduces the authorized 
boundaries of Richmond National 
Battlefield Park and Shenandoah Na­
tional Park. The bill also preempts two 
ongoing studies to determine the ap­
propriate boundaries of these parks and 
threatens to leave historical and natu­
ral resources open to development. 

£o TAKE ACTION: Write to your 
members of Congress, urging them to op­
pose the anti-park measures and to sup­
port the commonsense ones described 
above. Addresses: U.S. House of Repre­
sentatives, Washington, DC 20515; U.S. 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510. 

L E G I S L A T I O N 

House Approves 
Presidio Trust 
If the trust fails, Presidio could 
return to Defense Department. 
W A S H I N G T O N , D. c. — On Septem­
ber 19, the House passed legislation 
to create a government trust to man­
age the Presidio, the former military 
base now part of Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area (GGNRA). 

The bill (H.R. 1296) passed by a 
317-101 vote, reflecting "bipartisan 
support for urban parks [and for] 
GGNRA," according to the bill's spon­
sor, Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.).The 
bill establishes the Presidio Trust as a 
stand-alone government corporation 
that would manage the leasing, main­
tenance, and repair of the hundreds of 
historic structures at the Presidio. The 
trust would be charged with reducing 
the site's operating costs and reliance 
on federal funding. 

Pelosi's bill contains substitute lan­
guage that was offered as an amend­
ment by Rep. James Hansen (R-Utah) 
and approved by the House Resources 
Committee in late June. This language 
significantly alters the original intent 
of the trust. It sets strict deadlines for 
the Presidio's self-sufficiency and vir­
tually eliminates the National Park 
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Hurler is merciless. It brutal­
izes the helpless with days of 
gnawing pain, nights of suffering. 

Images like this - heart-wrench­
ing to look at - are the reason Save 
the Children was founded more than 
60 years ago. Today, we continue to 
help meet the basic needs of children 
through our emergency response and 
sponsorship programs... to prevent 
scenes like this from recurring. 

Save the Children is one of 
the most respected organizations 
in the world, leveraging gifts to 
create lasting, positive change in 
the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of children worldwide. 

You can help. Become a Save 
the Children sponsor. Your gifts of 
$20 each month will be combined 
with those of other sponsors to help 
an entire community of children. 

Instead of hand-outs, you'll establish 
self-help programs that enable your 
girl or boy to get the nourishment, 
the medical care and education he 
or she so desperately needs. 

Call now and help prevent 

brutal poverty from taking its toll 
on even more children - and fill 
their lives with vitality and hope 

Please call 1-800-942-1250 
or mail the coupon below today. 

I want to help put an end to a different kind of child abuse. 
• My first monthly sponsorship contribution of $20 is enclosed. 
• Please charge my monthly contribution to my • MasterCard n Visa n Discover • Amex 
Account # Exp. Date 
Signature 
I prefer to sponsor a • boy D girl • either in the area I've checked below. 
Please send my child's photo and personal history. 
• Where the need is greatest • Caribbean/Latin America 
• Middle East • Africa • Asia • United States 
Name Phone ( ). 
Address 
City 

NT 10/30/5 

.Apt.. 

• Instead of becoming a sponsor at this time, 
I am enclosing a contribution of $ . 

• Please send me more information. 

State .Zip. 

Save the Children. 
50 Wilton Road, Westport, CT 06880 

Help stop a different kind of child abuse. 
Kevin Carter 
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R E G I O N A L R E P O R T c o n t i n u e d 

P A C I F I C N O R T H W E S T Terri Pauly, Acting Reg. Director 
• "Climbing on rocks of historic significance at City of Rocks 
National Reserve in Idaho should not conflict with resource pro­
tection," Pauly stated in comments on the park's recently released 
draft climbing management plan. For hundreds of years, Native 
Americans subsisted in this area, and thousands of gold-seekers en 
route to California in the mid-19th century often painted their 
names on the rocks. NPCA says increased protection for these his­
toric rocks is needed and that implementing a permit system would 
burden the already understaffed park. 

R O C K Y M 0 U N T A I N Terri Martin, Regional Director 
• In a historic event marking his vacation to Wyoming, President 
Clinton met with regional conservationists, including Martin, in 
Yellowstone National Park to discuss environmental issues in the 
West. Martin emphasized to Clinton that when he chose to visit 
Yellowstone and GrandTeton national parks, he "walked in the foot­
steps of millions of Americans" who seek inspiration from national 
parks and want to see them protected, not degraded. Because of 
their universal appeal, parks offer the president an opportunity for 
environmental leadership, she continued. Clinton was receptive. 

S O U T H E A S T Don Barger, Regional Director 
• The route from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, marched by 
advocates for African-American voting rights in 1965, may become 
a national historic trail, under a bill (H.R. 1129) introduced by 
Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.). In the 1960s, most African-Americans in 
the South were prevented from voting. In protest, civil rights lead­
ers organized a peaceful march for March 7, 1965, that turned 
violent. Then-Alabama Gov. George Wallace prohibited the march, 
which resulted in state troopers beating marchers, including Lewis. 
A march staged later in the month was shadowed by a deadly Ku. 
Klux Klan attack. These events outraged the nation, and the Voting 
Rights Act was signed five months later by President Johnson. 
i & TAKE ACTION: Write to your members of Congress in support of 
H.R. I 129 and its Senate companion, S. 1049. Addresses: U.S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC 20515; U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 
20510. 

S O U T H W E S T David Simon, Regional Director 
• Navajo tour guides at Canyon de Chelly National Monument in 
Arizona recently received a boost from NPCA and a special sup­
porter. NPCA arranged for a $1,200 donation from celebrated au­
thor Tony Hillerman to the Canyon de Chelly Guides Association, 
which will be used to furnish uniforms for the guides. Hillerman, 
who uses the Navajo Nation as a backdrop for his novels, hopes 
others will contribute to NPCA's efforts to assist the guides. 
&& TAKE ACTION: For more information, contact Simon at 823 Gold 
Avenue, Albuquerque, NM 87102. 

Service's role in park management. 
Pelosi's original measure placed the 

trust under the Interior Department 
and maintained NPS control over the 
open spaces surrounding the Presidio's 
buildings. The trust is now indepen­
dent of Interior, accountable only to 
Congress, and responsible for the open 
space, which it may lease back to NPS 
if it deems it appropriate. 

Although supportive of a trust to 
manage the Presidio, NPCA feels that 
some of Hansen's provisions are too 
severe. Within one year of establish­
ment, the trust must submit to Con­
gress a schedule of annually decreas­
ing federal funding, to result in total 
self-sufficiency within 12 fiscal years. 

Perhaps most alarming is the con­
dition that if the trust fails to fulfill any 
of the act's provisions, the Presidio will 
revert to the Department of Defense, 
subject to the base closure program. 

"We are pleased that the House ap­
proved this legislation, because it 
means that we can continue moving 
toward permanent protection of the 
Presidio," said NPCA Pacific Regional 
Director Brian Huse. "However, the 
Senate needs to restore the flexibility 
of the original Pelosi bill to allow the 
Presidio to succeed." 

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

Four-lane Bridge 
To Span St. Croix 
Mile-long crossing deemed 
unnecessary and harmful. 
S T I L L W A T E R , M I N N . — Several 
conservation groups, including NPCA, 
are engaged in a last-ditch battle to pre­
vent the construction of a new bridge 
across St. Croix National Scenic River-
way, which forms part of the border 
between Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

Transportation officials have ap­
proved the final environmental impact 
statement for the $85-million, four-
lane, mile-long river crossing, which 
has been under consideration for a de-
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cade. Chosen from 
a field of alterna­
tives, the project 
includes an up­
grade of Minn­
esota Highway 
36, which leads 
east from nearby 
Minneapolis-St. 
Paul to the river­
side town of Still­
water, and an up­
grade of Wiscon­
sin Highway 64, 
which leads into 
the rural west-
central part of that 
state. 

The bridge is 
designed to re­
lieve congestion 
on a two-lane lift 
bridge that has 
been the "symbol 
of Stillwater" for 
64 years.This structure will be removed 
ten years after the new bridge's 
completion, not expected before 2000. 
NPCA, the Sierra Club, and others take 
issue with the delay in removal and 
with the rejection of an alternative that 
placed the new bridge along the same 
corridor as the old one. 

"Federal regulations require that if 
you build a new bridge, you take the 
old one down, so you don't end up 
with a cluster of bridges across the 
river," said Tom Clarke, local activist 
and former chair of the St. Croix Valley 
Interstate chapter of the Sierra Club. 

Conservationists also contend that 
the bridge is unnecessary. Two other 
bridges now serve theTwin Cities area: 
the five-lane Interstate 94 bridge, lo­
cated five miles south of the proposed 
Stillwater bridge, and a river crossing 
near Prescott, Wisconsin, 15 miles far­
ther south.The 1-94 bridge is currently 
being expanded to eight lanes. 

Also, rural areas in Wisconsin may 
be adversely affected by the proposal. 
"The bridge will encourage develop­
ment in western Wisconsin, and what 
we'll see is urban sprawl like you'd see 
around Washington, D.C., or New York 
City, or the Twin Cities," Clarke said. 

An unnecessary bridge would destroy 
untouched areas of St. Croix Riverway. 

"[A] significant 
impact on [St. 
Croix's endan­
gered species of] 
mussels is the ur­
ban sprawl. An­
other major im­
pact is the decline 
in water quality 
because of the 
continued devel­
opment of the 
watershed." 

Both NPCA 
and the Sierra 
Club say the 
bridge proposal 
should be post­
poned until a 
plan for regional 
land use and 
transportation is 
developed. "In 
the meant ime, 
NPCA's members 

should be vocal in their opposition to 
this bridge," said NPCA Heartland Re­
gional Director Lori Nelson. 

i & TAKE ACTION: To oppose the new 
bridge, write to Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt, 1849 C Street, N.W.,Washington, 
DC 20240; Gov. Tommy Thompson, State 
Capitol, Madison,Wl 53707;and Gov.Arne 
Carlson, State Capitol, St. Paul, MN 55155. 

P A R T N E R S H I P S 

NPS Releases Plan 
for Independence 
Proposal balances role of Park 
Service and private partners. 
P H I L A D E L P H I A , PA. — A new plan 
to rejuvenate Independence National 
Historical Park balances the preserva­
tion of historic resources with private 
partnerships and development. 

Independence commemora tes 
events and places involved in the 
founding of the nation and includes In­
dependence Hall, the World Heritage 

CANTRELL 

S P I R A L F L I G H T 

Soaring through the air with natural 

fluidity and unparalleled grace is 

"Spiral Flight" by nationally-acclaimed 

environmental artist Kitty D. Cantrell. 

Created in Legends' exclusive Mixed 

Media," "Spiral Flight" is just one of 

the eight magnificent releases from 

the Endangered Wildlife Collection 

Eagle Series. 

Limited to 2,500 pieces 

Actual size: 12" high 

Issue price: $290 

IEGENDS: 
A TRADITION OF F1NF ART SCULPTUM 

(800) 840-3008 
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$10 Below 
Issue Price 

The 1990 
Eisenhower 
Silver Dollar 

Proof 

Issued at $29 

Now ONLY $19 
SPECIAL 1945-1995 VICTORY CELEBRA­
TION OFFER — THE OFFICIAL U.S. 
SILVER TRIBUTE TO A GREAT LEADER IN 
WAR AND PEACE. When released in 1990 
for the centennial of Ike's birth, this 
superlative one-year issue was one of the 
most popular of the U.S. Mint's recent 
silver dollar commemorative proofs. 
Now, for the 50th anniversary of victory 
in World War II, you can save $10 off its 
original issue price! The reverse displays 
Ike's home at Gettysburg, a National 
Historic Site. Finest quality proof mint­
ing, with deep-struck frosted designs and 
mirror fields. $19 each (#17621) or 3 
for $54 (#17621A). Add $2 postage. 

FREE 1971-1978 
IKE DOLLAR 
when you 
buy three 
1990 Eisenhower 
commemoratives! 
This was the last 
traditional-size 
dollar coin used in 
American commerce 
Original Brilliant 
Uncirculated quality. 

ABSOLUTE SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEE — 30-DAY NO-RISK 

HOME EXAMINATION 

1-800-451-4463 
International Coins & Currency 

62 Ridge St., Box 218, Dept. 3334 
Montpelier, VT 05601 

Serving collectors for 21 years I3334 

MPCA PARK NEWS 

A new plan for Independence would 
help protect the famous Liberty Bell. 

Site (designated in 1979) where the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
Const i tu t ion were created, and the 
wor ld-famous Liberty Bell. The Na­
tional Park Service released the draft 
master plan for the park in August. 

NPCA is pleased that NPS rejected 
an option calling for the $200-mil l ion 
private National Constitution Center 
(NCC) to tell the story of the park and 
to display the Liberty Bell. The NCC 
would have been located close to In­
dependence Hall and could have over­
shadowed the historic building. In­
stead, the Park Service will retain its 
role as chief steward and interpreter. 

"The NCC has an appropriate piace 
as a partner, but the primary focus of 
the park must always be the historic 
resources," said NPCA Northeast Re­
gional Director Eileen Woodford. "This 
plan strongly p romotes the role of 
Independence ' s weal th of par tners , 
whi le upho ld ing the Park Service's 
mandate to protect the resources, as 
Congress intended.These partners have 
shown an extraordinary willingness to 
make the plan's broad vision a reality." 

If the plan is adopted, a new three-
block Independence Mall would be de­
veloped as a locus for the park and the 
city. A regional visitor orientation cen­
ter located at the center of the mall 
would serve as the starting point for 
touring the park. 

The Pew Charitable Trusts, a local 

organization, will support the estab­
l ishment of the center. "The center 
would combine the drawing power of 
the park with that of the other unique 
attractions of our region," said Rebecca 
Rimel, president and chief executive 
officer of the Pew Charitable Trusts. 

The NCC—given an important but 
less obtrusive role—would raise mon­
ey for a new museum, programs, and 
activities about the Constitution. The 
Independence Park Institute, set up by 
the Friends of Independence, would 
also offer educat ional programs. In 
addition, park visitors would have ac­
cess to two open spaces: the Constitu­
tion Plaza, a new area for demonstra­
t ions and festivals, and Washington 
Square, which would become a place 
for interpretation of the 18th-century 
African-American experience. 

As for the park's signature structures, 
the Liberty Bell Pavilion would be re­
designed to offer better interpretation 
and protection of the symbol of free­
dom. Rehabilitation of Independence 
Hall is already under way. 

F U N D I N G 

Congress Slashes 
Interior Spending 
President may veto bill that 
takes "dead aim" at resources. 
W A S H I N G T O N , D. c. — At p ress 

time, a House and Senate conference 
committee was giving its final consid­
eration to the fiscal year 1996 Interior 
appropriations bill. 

The bill gives $ 12 billion in appro­
priations for the Department of the 
Interior and its agencies such as the Na­
tional Park Service. This amount is 8 
percent lower than funding levels en­
acted for fiscal year 1995 and $1.7 bil­
lion less than President Clinton's bud­
get request. Differences in the House 
and Senate versions of the legislation 
were resolved in September by a con­
ference committee, which sent the bill 
back to both houses for approval. How-
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ever, the House recommitted the leg­
islation to the committee for further 
consideration. 

NPCA and other conservationists are 
outraged at the measure, which would 
increase mining, grazing, and logging 
on puhlic lands and would impose a 
moratorium on the federal listing of 
endangered species. Arguably most fla­
grant is a provision that limits NPS 
spending on the new Mojave National 
Preserve in California to $1. Because 
of these and other measures, Clinton 
threatened to veto the bill. 

"If Congress sends the president 
[this bill], he will veto it," Vice Presi­
dent Al Gore vowed in a prepared state­
ment from the White House. "This bill 
takes dead aim on this nation's most 
cherished natural resources and will 
benefit special interests at the expense 
of taxpayers." 

The bill provides $1.08 billion for 
the Park Service, which is $ 17 1 mil­
lion below the president's budget re­
quest. However, the bill includes more 
than $30 million for construction 
projects that either have a low NPS pri­
ority or were not requested by the 
agency at all. 

In a move orchestrated by Rep. Jerry 
Lewis (R-Calif), the bill caps funding 
for Mojave at $600,000 (substantially 
less than the $ 1.7-million request) but 
gives only $1 to NPS and the rest to 
the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), which has no statutory author­
ity to manage the preserve. Lewis has 
written a letter to Clinton asking him 
to reverse his veto threat. 

"The mandate of National Park Ser­
vice management of the Mojave, a na­
tionally significant resource, is crystal 
clear," saidTom Adams, an NPCA Wash­
ington representative. "Lewis appar­
ently does not wish to abide by the 
California Desert Protection Act." 

The bill also includes funding for a 
study of a new north road into Denali 
National Park in Alaska, which NPCA 
says will affect wildlife populations. In 
addition, $200,000 will be diverted 
from the gray wolf reintroduction pro­
gram at Yellowstone National Park in 
Wyoming to study disease in trout. 

On the plus side, the bill appropri­
ates $49.1 million for the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, which Con­
gress had threatened to eliminate in the 
budget resolution released last spring. 

NEWS UPDATE 
• COAL MINE APPEALED: NPCA, 
along with the Sierra Club, has filed 
an appeal of a permit granted by the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) for a proposed coal mine in 
Eagle Pass, Texas. The groups con­
tend that the proposal lacks suffi­
cient mitigative measures for the 
mine, which would disrupt the 
habitat of two species of endangered 
wildcats, the ocelot and the jagua-
rundi. Also, it is likely that most of 
the coal would be shipped to nearby 
Mexican power plants known as 
Carbon I and II. 

Carbon II recently became opera­
tional, and together the two plants 
will emit about 230,000 tons of 
haze-inducing sulfur dioxide annu­
ally. As a result, visibility at Texas' 
Big Bend National Park may be re­
duced by as much as 60 percent. At 

press time, EPA had not yet sched­
uled a hearing on the appeal. 

• POLES IN PARKS?: Federal agen­
cies have cause for concern in the 
Telecommunications Act of 1995. 
The House version of the bill (H.R. 
1555), approved in August, man­
dates that agencies make all federal 
properties, including national parks, 
available to the wireless telecommu­
nication industry for the construc­
tion of 150-foot steel antennae 
known as monopoles. To oppose 
construction, an agency must prove 
it has "an unavoidable conflict of 
mission" with the industry. NPCA 
is urging Congress to support an Au­
gust presidential memorandum re­
quiring that plans to use federal 
property for this purpose consider 
the protection of national parks. 

NHI0H»lM««s 
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NPCA PARK NEWS 
L E G I S L A T I O N 

Vancouver Plan 
Renews Debate 
New reserve would extend lease 
of controversial airport. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. c. — Rep. Linda 
Smith (R-Wash.) has reintroduced leg­
islation—long championed by former 
Rep. Jolene Unsoeld, whom Smith suc­
ceeded—to create a new Vancouver 
National Historic Reserve. 

The 366-acre reserve would include 
Fort Vancouver National Historic Site; 
Vancouver Barracks, a historic Army 
post established in 1849; and Pearson 
Airpark, a 1920s-era airfield located 
partially on parkland that is still in com­
mercial operation. The reserve would 
be managed through a partnership 
among the city of Vancouver, the Na­
tional Park Service, the Army, the state 
of Washington, and a local citizen. 

At the center of the years-old de­

bate over the legislation is the lease of 
Pearson Airpark, which currently ex­
pires in 2002. Smith's bill would ex­
tend commercial operation of the air­
field until 2022, with the stipulation 
that during that time Congress could 
choose to extend the lease further. 
NPCA believes that commercial airpark 
operations contradict the purposes for 
which the park was established. 

"We want a study of Fort Vancouver's 
cultural and archaeological resources 
conducted before any decision is made 
on the lease of Pearson Airpark," said 
Terri Pauly, acting regional director for 
NPCA's Pacific Northwest office. "If it 
is determined that the airpark will be 
used to interpret historic aviation, we 
expect it to be configured to reflect its 
historic character. This would include 
the discontinuation of general aviation, 
use of historic aircraft, and reversion 
to a grass runway." 

Fort Vancouver was the trading hub 
of the Hudson's Bay Company's North­
west region and was established as a 
national park unit in 1948. NPS pur­
chased part of the airpark in 1972, with 

the agreement that the city would pay 
the government a $ 1 annual fee to 
manage the airport for a 30-year lease. 
During this time, the city was to de­
velop a replacement airport facility, 
which it no longer wants to do. 

Robert S. Chase, president of the 
board of the Friends of Fort Vancouver 
National Historic Site and an inter­
preter at the park, believes that the city's 
support of a historic reserve is driven 
by simple economics: the city wants 
to continue to receive income from the 
airport while paying a low rent to the 
Park Service. 

"The compromise is to either make 
Pearson Airpark completely historic or 
if they want to keep it commercial, 
then the city should buy back that strip 
of property," Chase said. "Pearson Air­
park is a historic place, and I have no 
objection to it remaining a historic 
place. But historically they didn't fly 
twin-engine Cessnas in and out of it." 

Fort Vancouver Ranger Rick Edwards 
said the park supports the legislation 
and could not speculate about any plans 
for a resource study. 

Taking Stock.. .and Giving It 
About this time every year, many people "take stock" of their financial 

and giving plans. This year, it may be more important than ever to 
review your finances in light of special conditions we now encounter. 

Unprecedented Market Values 
The value of many investments has risen dramatically over the 

past decade. As a result, investors now find themselves with assets 
that may generate significant capital gains taxes if sold. Given 
these circumstances, why not consider giving stock this fall to 

help NPCA preserve our national parks. 
Here's How 

If you have publicly-traded securities that have increased in value 
and that you have owned for more than one year, you may 

transfer this asset to NPCA. If you itemize deductions, you will 
be entitled to a federal income tax deduction for the full fair-market 

value of the stock given and will avoid all capital gains taxes that 
would otherwise have been due upon a sale. 

For a copy of our booklet, 'Taking Stock...and Giving It," 
or to make a donation, please write or call: 

Jessie Brinkley • National Parks and Conservation Association 
1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. • Washington, DC 20036 

(800)628-7275, ext 130 
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.<& TAKE ACTION: Sen. Slade Gorton 
(R-Wash.) has introduced this legislation in 
the Senate. Write to your members of 
Congress at U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515 and U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510, urging them to 
oppose the bill (H.R. 2172/S. I 127) and to 
support a study of the park's resources. 

M A N A G E M E N T 

Solutions Needed 
for Grand Canyon 
Park is at a "watershed point," 
NPCA testifies at hearing. 
G R A N D C A N Y O N , A R I Z . — Visitor 
management, overflights, and air qual­
ity have been the dominant topics at 
the Grand Canyon this summer. NPCA 
addressed these issues at a special Sen­
ate Energy and Natural Resources Com­
mittee hearing here on August 28 to 
discuss ways to pay for and implement 
the park's new $325-million general 
management plan (GMP). 

NPCA testified that effective imple­
mentation of the plan would require 
reform of national park concessions 
and fee laws, which would result in 
increased revenue for all 369 park units. 

"Grand Canyon National Park cer­
tainly faces a watershed point," NPCA 
Southwest Regional Director David 
Simon testified. "It is NPCA's hope that 
in considering solutions to meet the 
special needs of Grand Canyon, Con­
gress will...put not only Grand Can­
yon National Park but the entire Na­
tional Park System on a solid course 
for the 21 st century." 

Discussion of visitation limits domi­
nated the hearing. Although NPCA gen­
erally supports the GMP, it criticizes the 
overarching assumption that park visi­
tation—currently at 5 million and ex­
pected to double by 2010—does not 
need to be limited anytime soon. 

NPCA argued that day-use limita­
tions or a reservation system is needed 
now, but both Arizona legislators in 
attendance, Sen. Jon Kyi (R) and Rep. 

John Shadegg (R), flatly rejected these 
proposals. Shadegg suggested that 
rather than limit visitation, more areas 
of the park (such as the relatively un­
developed North Rim) should be 
opened. NPCA pointed out that a re­
cent NPCA-commissioned survey 
showed that 75 percent of Americans 
favor limits on visitation at peak times. 

NPCA also pushed for immediate 
steps to be taken to restore natural quiet 
at the canyon, required by the National 
Park System Overflights Act of 1987. 
At a joint NPS-Federal Aviation Admin­
istration (FAA) hearing on August 30 
in nearby Flagstaff, Simon questioned 
why FAA had not acted on 1994 NPS 
recommendations to further limit over­
flights at the park. 

Studies show that no part of the park 
is totally free of aircraft noise. The NPS 
proposal would restore approximately 
65 percent of the park to a state of natu­
ral quiet. Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), 
author of the overflights law, criticized 
FAA's foot-dragging. "FAA's role is to 
implement the Park Service's overflight 

Visibility and quiet are endangered 
resources at the Grand Canyon. 

plan and to modify it only for safety 
considerations," McCain said. 

NPCA pointed out that the plan— 
which gives the air tour industry 15 
years to phase in "quiet technology," 
allows noise levels that are twice the 
lowest grade at which aircraft can be 

BINOCULARS AND SPOTTING SCOPES 
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We've built a nation-wide reputation on offering the best in selection, 
service and prices on quality optic products and are told by our 
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NPCA PARK NEWS 
heard, and requires this level only 75 
percent of the t ime—is largely a com­
promise the industry should accept. 

Another endangered resource at the 
park is visibility, NPCA says.The Grand 
Canyon Visibility Transport Commis­
sion will sponsor a series of public 
hearings in the West in November and 
December to present several proposals 
for protecting air quality throughout 
the Colorado Plateau. 

Sh TAKE A C T I O N : Call 800-659-5858 

to participate in the public hearings. 

A D J A C E N T L A N D S 

Coalition Works for 
Blue Ridge Views 
Cooperative efforts mark 
parkways 60th birthday. 

Asheville, N.C.—In this wes te rn 
Carolina city some 85 miles from the 

The Coalition for the Blue Ridge Parkway was formed to protect scenic vistas. 

southern terminus of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, a large group of citizen lead­
ers gathered to celebrate the 60th birth­
day of "America's favorite scenic drive." 
They also learned how to protect its 
unparalleled vistas. 

The Coalition for the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, a multi-state network of pub­
lic and private organizations including 
NPCA, hosted the September 20 cel­
ebration as part of a community work­
shop. This gathering was the latest in a 

LEARN THE HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL 
PARKS AND C0NSERVA TION ASSOCIA TION 
Guardians of the Parks: A History of the NPCA 
The National Parks and Conservation Association has a history of keeping the National Park Service focused on 
preserving our nation's natural splendor. Now you can read that 75-year history in Guardians of the Parks by 
John C. Miles, noted environmental professor and scholar. Preservation of our national parks has always been a 
titanic struggle between those who want to preserve and those who want to exploit. This book chronicles 
NPCA's efforts — from its founding concurrently with the National Park Service to today — to ensure that the 
National Park Service remains true to its original purpose: to preserve these wild spaces as "virtually the only 
places where humans could seek and find answers to questions about nature and their relation to it." 
Guardians of the Parks is a fascinating story of not only that struggle, but the evolution of America's 
environmental consciousness. It should be read by everyone with a concern for the future of our national parks. 

Available for $29.95, $19.95 to NPCA members. /Ve* fa*/VP&f/ 

The Birth of the National 
P a r k S e r v i c e makes an excellent 
companion piece to Guardians of the 
Parks. It is the story of Horace 
Albright, one of the National Park 
Service's key founding fathers, and 
covers the early history of the National 
Park Service. 
An author-signed copy of the The 
Birth of the National Park Service is 
available at $14.95 (hardbound), 
$9.95 (softcover). 

" TO ORDER MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
Please send me. 

Please send me. 

Please send me. 

Name 

_copies of Guardian of the Parks, 529.95 (S19.95 members) 

_copies of The Birth of the National Park Service, hardback, $14.95 

_copies of The Birth of the National Park Service, paperback, $9.95 

I enclose $ 

Address 

City State Zip 

Member ID # 

Mail with your payment to: NPCA, Dept MD, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 j 
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series of coalition-sponsored events 
aimed at raising awareness of the eco­
nomic value of designing development 
with the park's viewsheds in mind. 

About 4,000 property owners live 
next to the 470-mile parkway, which 
stretches along the Blue Ridge Moun­
tains ofVirginia and North Carolina and 
attracts more than 20 million visitors 
a year. Historically, conflict has erupted 
between those who want to ensure that 
the parkway corridor retains its rural 
character and those who value these 
lands for housing and commercial uses. 
The coalition was formed two years ago 
to start a dialogue between these seem­
ingly divergent interests. 

Among the presenters at the Ashe-
ville meeting was Carlton Abbott, a re­
nowned architect and son of Stanley 
Abbott, the parkway's first landscape 
architect. He spoke passionately of how 
design concepts incorporating color, 
texture, and building materials can be 
chosen to blend with parkway views. 

"In an area of the country that is 
exceptionally religious, Carlton can talk 
about a haystack with reverence, and 
people make the connection between 
what the parkway represents and some­
thing deep inside themselves," said 
Don Barger, NPCA Southeast regional 
director. "When that connection is 
made, these people become advocates." 

Wayne Strickland, ofVirginia's fifth 
planning district, recently announced 
that the National Association of Devel­
opment Organizations had recognized 
the coalition with an award for a 1994 
workshop it held in Roanoke, Virginia, 
where a proposed development had 
spurred an acrimonious battle. For 
three days, the coalition, local devel­
opers, and regional and park planners 
crafted a new design that caused the 
least disturbance to parkway views. 

Vera Guise, NPCA grassroots field 
representative and a coalition execu­
tive board member, credits much of the 
group's success to formerVirginia Rep. 
Jim Olin and former North Carolina 
Rep. Jamie Clarke, co-chairs of the coa­
lition. "We want to save the beauty of 
the Blue Ridge Parkway, and we believe 
a cooperative approach can do it," 
Clarke said. 
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M A R K U P 
Key Park Legislation 

NPCA is currently working on 30 bills. 

BILL 

National Park 
System Reform 
H.R. 260 

National Park 
System Reform 
H.R. 2181 

Concessions and 
Fee Reform 
S. 1144 

Virginia Parks 
H.R. 1091 

P U R P O S E 

Establishes a review commission 
to consider which national park 
units should be removed from the 
system. NPCA opposes. 

Focuses on improving park 
planning and on raising additional 
revenue for parks. NPCA 
supports. 

Perpetuates national park 
concessioner monopolies and 
taxpayer subsidies to the industry. 
Raises entrance fees without 
making concessioners pay their 
fair share. NPCA opposes. 

Reduces the authorized 
boundaries of Richmond National 
Battlefield Park and Shenandoah 
National Park. Preempts ongoing 
studies to determine appropriate 
boundaries. NPCA opposes. 

STATUS 

The House rejected H.R 260 by 
a 231 -180 vote on September 
19, but it was added hours later 
to a budget reconciliation bill. 

H.R 2181 is awaiting action 
before the House subcommittee 
on national parks. 

S. 1 144 was debated in a hearing 
before the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee 
on September 15. Similar 
concessions language was added 
to the budget reconciliation bill. 

The House approved H.R 1091 
by a 377-30 vote on September 
19. 
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BYTERRY TEMPEST WILL IAMS 

W 
A citizens' proposal to 

protect Utah's redrock 

wilderness has been 

ignored by the state's 

delegation, which proposes 

instead to open these 

lands to development and 

extractive industry. 

24 

HENEVER I CLOSE MY EYES, it is the desert's beauty I 
see. Images of Utah's redrock canyons rising 

upward like praying hands send me dreaming. And 

when I awake, eyes open, I know a world that is 
silent, pristine, and wild awaits me, holds my spirit, 

until I can return flesh to slickrock and feel the bedrock 
of creation beneath my feet. 

These lands are unsurpassed in the world, and include 
canyons, slickrock narrows, vast table-lands, cliffs, 
mountain ranges, and wild rivers. Wildlife, such as big­
horn sheep and mountain lions, ranges from national 
parklands to lands administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). Only a few generations ago, Utah 
was settled on spiritual grounds. It is ironic that now 
Utah must be protected on spiritual grounds for gen­
erations to come. 

The Utah Public Lands Management Act of 1995, pre­
sented to Congress last summer by Utah Republicans 
Sen. Orrin Hatch and Rep. Jim Hansen, designates as 

AT RIGHT: Utah wildlands are unsurpassed in the world and include 
slickrock narrows, table-lands, mountain ranges, and rivers. 
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Places such as Paria Canyon may be developed if proposed legislation is passed. 

UTAH WILDERNESS Continued 

wilderness only 1.8 million of the 22 
million acres currently managed by 
BLM. Both the Senate and the House 
bills, S. 884 and H.R. 1745, promise 
to open up an area twice the size of 
Rhode Island, 1.4 million acres, to oil 
and gas exploration, coal and uranium 
mining, off-road vehicles, communi­
cation towers, and the possibility of 
dams. What we have been offered is 
not a wilderness bill at all but a federal 
zoning act. 

The Utah Public Lands Management 
Act also seeks to eliminate the chance 
for any future protection of wildlands 
in Utah by directing BLM to manage 
for development all lands not desig­
nated as wilderness. Hatch explains, 
"We have included language that re­
leases all of BLM's lands, with a few 
minor exceptions listed in the bill, 
from any further study of management 
for wilderness characters or values and 
returns them to the full range of 
nonwilderness multiple uses." 

All public lands in the 

state of Utah become 

vulnerable to human greed 

in the name of economic 

growth and development. 

This is the "hard release" language 
that closes the door on any further pro­
tection of wilderness in Utah. And it 
opens the door to coal mining on the 
Kaipairowits Plateau, oil drilling rigs 
and tar sands development along the 
Dirty Devil River, and the logging of 
pinyon and juniper forests on top of 
Cedar Mesa, an area rich with the deli­
cate ruins of Anasazi life, cliff dwell­
ings and kivas, archaeological sites that 
date from 500 to 1250A.D. Quite sim­
ply, the areas not included in the bill, 
specifically "all public lands in the state 
of Utah," become vulnerable to human 
greed in the name of economic growth 
and development. 

Testifying before the House Re­
sources Committee on June 29, Sylvia 
Baca, deputy assistant secretary of Land 
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and Minerals Management, the U.S. 
Department of Interior, pointed out 
that "'the hard release' provisions 
would forever remove the protection 
now being provided to the wilderness 
study areas....Such a total and perma­
nent release of all lands not designated 
within this bill is unprecedented and 
inappropriate." 

Utah's wildlands are a national trea­
sure, the nation's "crown jewels", and 
rival Utah's national parks in scenic 
splendor and ecological significance. 
Terri Martin, NPCA's Rocky Mountain 
regional director, says "Utah's national 
parks may be considered the state's 
crown jewels, but the BLM wildlands 
are the setting that surrounds them and 
holds them ecologically." 

Nearly 40 percent of the 5.7 mil­
lion acres are adjacent to national 
parks. These lands surround or share 
borders with Arches, Bryce Canyon, 
Canyonlands, Capital Reef, and Zion 
national parks; Dinosaur and Natural 
Bridges national monuments; and Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. 
These lands would be greatly compro­
mised should this anti-wilderness bill 
be adopted by Congress. With the pro­
posed development surrounding these 
national parks, we would lose the vis­
tas that inspire awe and humility. Bears, 
mountain lions, eagles, and elk would 
be hard pressed to find safe passage 
from one area to another. 

"Utah's redrock canyon country is 
unlike anything else on Earth," says 
Martin. "It is a land that inspires awe 
and amazement, but it is also terribly 
vulnerable to development and exploi­
tation. Protection of BLM wildlands is 
an integral part of preserving and en­
hancing the national parks and their 
surrounding ecosystems." 

During one of the regional hearings 
held in Salt Lake City last May, William 
Newmark, research curator at the Utah 
Museum of Natural History and an 
expert on island biogeography (a 
branch of biology that deals with the 
geographical distribution of animals 
and plants), voiced his concern over 
the devastating effects this bill could 
have on the national parks in Utah. 

He made five points about the bill: 
it does not protect large contiguous ar­
eas for mammals that need wide ex­
pansive tracts of land; it does a poor 

job of enlarging existing areas of wild 
country, such as the national parks and 
monuments; it reduces the likelihood 
that biotic communities would re-es­
tablish for survival; it does not con­
nect existing wild areas with corridors 
for the movement and migration of 
animals; and through its ratio of edge 
and interior habitat, the legislation fa­
vors the intrusion of exotic species at 
the peril of native flora and fauna. 

Diane Davidson, professor of con­
servation biology at the University of 
Utah, supports Newmark's findings 
and cites the Utah Public Lands Man­
agement Act as "a piecemeal approach 
to wilderness that will do little to as­
sure the long-term persistence of spe­
cies with large area requirements." She 
points out that "biodiversity hot spots" 
such as Beaver Dam Wash in the Mojave 
Desert and the White River in the 
Uintah Basin have been ignored. 
"These are the fragile streamside sanc­
tuaries that are the lifeblood to an oth­
erwise harsh desert climate." 

And botanist Michael Windham, 
curator of the herbarium at the Uni­
versity of Utah, cites more than a 
dozen endemic plant species in the 
White River ecosystem, which is ad­
jacent to Dinosaur National Monu-

The Utah wildlands include sites such 
as Cedar Mesa, an area rich with the 
ruins of Anasazi life. Some of the cliff 
dwellings, kivas, and petroglyphs date 
from 500 to 1250 A.D. 

ment. "There are plants here that are 
found nowhere else. They are specific 
to the Green River Shale Formation. If 
oil shale development were to occur 
as planned, these species would be­
come threatened." 

Representative Jim Hansen's re­
sponse? "Wilderness has nothing to do 
with biology." 

THE BIOLOGISTS' VOICES have 
been ignored and so have 
these lands. Listen to the 
names of some of these 
forgotten places: Labyrinth 

Canyon, Arch Canyon, Comb Ridge, 
Owl and Fish Creek, Paria, Parunu-
weap, Moquith Mountain, Wahweap, 
Nipple Bench, Burning Hills, and the 
San Rafael Swell.To walk in this coun­
try is to live inside poetry. Native grace. 
We are brought back to our senses as 
"nature's favors" wash over us. A can­
yon wren sings. We listen. How have 
we strayed so far away? 

Redrock wilderness is both the bed­
rock lands of southern Utah and a 
metaphor of unlimited possibility. 
Something in the world can remain 
untamed. These questions must be 
asked: "How can we cut ourselves off 
from the very source of our creation? 
And can we truly survive the worship 
of our own destructiveness?" 

As a citizen of Utah and of these 
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UTAH WILDERNESS Continued 

United States, I do not believe this is a 
wilderness bill that the majority of 
Utahns or Americans recognize, want, 
or desire. I do not believe that this is a 
wilderness bill that honors or respects 
the natural laws required for a healthy 
environment. And I do 
not believe this is a wil­
derness bill that takes an 
empathetic stance to­
ward our future. 

In the name of politi­
cal expediency and with 
eyes capable of seeing 
only through the lens of 
greed and economics, 
our public lands in Utah, 
which belong to all 
Americans, are being 
sacrificed. 

What is it that we can 
wish for? To be whole. To 
be complete. Wildness 
reminds us what it 
means to be human, 
what we are connected 
to rather than what we 
are separate from. 

"Our troubles," the 
Pulitzer-prize winning 
scientist, E.O. Wilson, 
writes, "arise from the 
fact that we do not know 
what we are and cannot 
agree on what we want 
to be.... Humanity is part 
of nature, a species that 
evolved among other 
species. The more closely 
we identify ourselves 
with the rest of life, the 
more quickly we will be 
able to discover the 
source of human sensi­
bility and acquire knowledge on which 
an enduring ethic, a sense of preferred 
direction, can be built." 

When we look at the undermining 
of our public lands, whether it is wil­
derness in Utah or our national parks 
and forests, we must realize the debate 
over Utah wilderness is not about eco­
nomics. This debate is not about "tak­
ing back the West," as the proponents 
of the Wise Use Movement would have 
us believe. It is about putting ourselves 
in accordance with nature, of conse­

crating these lands by remembering 
our relationships to them. A strong 
wilderness bill as recommended by 
Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-N.Y.) is an 
act of such consecration. 

America's Redrock Wilderness Act 
(H.R. 1500) is the "citizens' proposal," 
a proposal that recommends protec-

Some portions of the San Rafael Desert are among lands being 
ignored by the Utah delegation's legislation now before Congress. 

tion for 5.7 million acres of Utah's 
wildlands. It was drafted by local citi­
zens after they became frustrated by 
the politics coloring BLM's process for 
r ecommending what wilderness 
should be set aside for protection. Af­
ter sitting around kitchen tables with 
maps and pencils, these individuals 
chose areas they knew and set out in a 
labor of love to document the state of 
the wild, to create a vision from both 
their hearts and their intellects, and 
then come back together with knowl­

edge gleaned from the ground itself. 
They walked these boundaries and cre­
ated their own inventory, what they 
saw as a fair representation of wilder­
ness in Utah. The result was a wilder­
ness proposal for 5.7 million acres, 
which was then adopted by the Utah 
Wilderness Coalition, an organization 

of state, regional, and 
national conservation 
groups , including 
NPCA. 

Nearly 70 percent of 
those individuals who 
responded to the Gov­
ernor's Office of Budget 
and Planning during the 
wilderness review last 
spring were in favor of 
America's Redrock Wil­
derness Act. A majority 
of Utahns wanted 5.7 
million acres of wilder­
ness, not less. Rep. Jim 
Hansen says this legisla­
tion is dead. So what 
happened? 

Quite simply, the 
Utah congressional del­
egation turned its backs 
on its constituents. Karen 
Shepherd, a former con­
gressional representative 
from Utah, states, "Never 
in my memory have so 
many had so little influ­
ence on their own 
elected representatives. 
Never has the demo­
cratic process not been 
heard, and never has our 
precious sense of com­
munity been more at 
risk." 

Tom Lyon, a Utah 
citizen, stood before one 

of the wilderness hearings in Salt Lake 
City and said, "We stand at a fork in 
the road. One road offers full protec­
tion of the wildlands we love. The other 
road gives us what the Utah congres­
sional delegation didn ' t want 
any way...The real bottom line is the 
diversity and health of the world be­
fore us." 

Hatch's response: "We have reached 
a Madisonian compromise." He has 
told the American people that this is 
not a democracy but a representative 
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government, and that we must trust 
his judgment. 

Who can say how much nature can 
be destroyed without consequence? 
Who can say how much land can be 
used for extractive purposes until it is 
rendered barren forever? And who can 
say what the human spirit will be cry­
ing out for 100 years from now? Two 
hundred years from now? 

This past summer, Yosemite Valley 
in Yosemite National Park had to be 
closed for six consecutive weekends. 

Who can say how much 

nature can be destroyed 

without consequence? 

Who can say how much 

land can be used for 

extractive purposes 

until it is rendered 

barren forever? 

The park was overcrowded. A few 
weeks later, Yellowstone National Park 
reported traffic jams in the Lamar Val­
ley. The gridlock was caused by car­
loads of families with the wish of see­
ing a wolf. Once extirpated from the 
nation's first park, the wolf has been 
reintroduced. Did our country's law­
makers, who held the vision of na­
tional parks in the 19 th century, dream 
of this kind of hunger? In the same 
vein, can our lawmakers today toward 
the end of the 20th century, imagine 
what the sanctity of wilderness in Utah 
might hold for us as a people at the 
turn of the 21st century? 

Without a philosophy of wildness 
and the recognition of its inherent 
spiritual values, we will, as E.O. Wil­
son reminds us, "descend farther from 
heaven's air if we forget how much the 
natural world means to us." 

For those of us who so love these 
lands in Utah, who recognize Amer­
ica's redrock wilderness as a sanctuary 
for the preservation of our souls, the 
Utah Public Lands Management Act of 
1995 is the beginning of this forget­
ting, a forgetting we may never be able 
to reclaim. 

My eyes close. 
There is a woman who is a tailor. She 

lives in Green River, Utah, and makes her 
livelihood performing alterations, taking 
a few inches here, letting out a few inches 
there, basting in hems, then finishing 
them with a feather stitch. 

While hiking in the San Rafael Swell, 
this woman was raped, thrown down face 
first on the sand. She never saw the face 
of her assailant. What she knew was this: 
that in that act of violence she lost her 
voice. She could not cry out for help. He 
left her, violated and raw. 

The woman returned home and told 
no one of her experience. Instead, she 
grabbed a large spool of red thread, a pair 
of scissors and returned to the Swell. 

The woman cut pieces of thread and 
placed them on the desert. Six inches.Three 
inches. Twelve inches. She saw them as 
bloodlines, remembering the fetishes of 
Zuni that draw the heart down. She 
thought of rabbit, lizard, and rattlesnake. 
She continued to cut lines in memory of 
animals she had known, seen, and spent 
time with in these canyons; deer, moun­
tain lion, flicker, and raven. And on one 
occasion, she recalled watching a bear 
amble down Crack Canyon. For this crea­
ture, she left a line of red thread three feet 
long. She cut one inch threads for frogs 
and left them inside potholes to wriggle 
in the rain when the basins would inevi­
tably fill. 

Time and space shift, the woman is 
now walking along the banks of the Colo­
rado River. She takes her spool of red 
thread, ties one end to a juniper, and then 
walks with the river, following each bend, 
each curve, her red thread trailing behind 
her for miles. 

It is spring, the woman is standing in 
the deep heat of the desert beside a large 
boulder known by locals as "the birthing 
rock."Tiny feet the size of an index finger 
are etched on stone.Ten toes of hope point 
to figures of women bearing down, legs 
spread, with the heads of children com­
ing forth. She recognizes them as two be­
ings seen as one. 

The woman picks up an obsidian chip 
that has been worked by ancient hands, 
the flaked edge is razor sharp. She holds it 
between her fingers like a pencil, opens 
her left hand, and traces her own lifeline 
from beginning to end.The crescent moon 
below her thumb turns red. She places her 
palm on the boulder and screams. 

BLOODLINES. Lifelines. These 
wildlands are on the verge 
of violation. Utah wilder­
ness becomes a bellwether 
for public lands issues at 

the close of the 20th century. What 
will we choose to embrace, and what 
will we choose to destroy? In the midst 
of the hard-core politics before us, I 
think of the woman in the San Rafael 
Swell and her spool of red thread bast­
ing memories back into the land. 

Emily Dickinson writes, "Life is a 
spell so exquisite that everything con­
spires to break it." 

How can we not respond? 

TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS is a Utah 
naturalist and writer. Her most recent 
books are An Unspoken Hunger and 
Deser t Quar te t , which was released 
this fall. Williams is also a naturalist in 
residence at the Utah Museum of Natu­
ral History. 

A Call to Action 

UTAH'S NATIONAL and interna­

tional treasure is her wild-
lands—the slickrock deserts, 

the high mountain peaks—and they 
deserve to be protected: our children 
and grandchildren deserve nothing less. 

The House Resources Committee 
passed the Utah Public Lands Manage­
ment Act (H.R. 1745) by a vote of 28 
to 3. We need your help to defeat this 
bill, in the full House and the Senate. 

Write to your senators (U.S. Sen­
ate, Washington, DC 20510) and to 
your representative (U.S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC 
20515), urging them to oppose H.R. 
1745 in the House and S. 884 in the 
Senate. Also write to President Clinton 
(The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania 
Ave., Washington, DC 20500), urging 
him to veto the Utah Public Lands Man­
agement Act of 1995. 
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Remembering the 

TIME of 
SEPARATION 

Kalaupapa, once a place of banishment 
for Hawaiians with leprosy, is now 

a peaceful memorial to those who suffered 

and those who cared for them. 

BY SALLY-JO BOWMAN 

K ALAUPAPA. The wind-ravaged peninsula juts into wild seas on the 
rugged north coast of Molokai in the Hawaiian Islands, a national 
historical park that weeps with a century of sorrow and cradles the 
souls of the sainted and the damned. A few people still live here, 
the last of some 8,000 condemned here for life. The first "ship­

ments" came in 1866, sometimes having to swim through the surf when the sea 
ran too high for a boat to land. Their sentence: to die in banishment. Their 
crime: leprosy. 

Though leprosy now is easily treated with modern sulfone antibiotics, the 
name still provokes hysteria. Today it is often called Hansen's disease. But lep­
rosy is what it was called in 1873, when a young Belgian priest serving in 
Hawaii volunteered for permanent assignment to the ill-funded government-
decreed settlement of 600 people, where food and medicine were scarce, shel­
ter makeshift, and drink and crime were common. Father Damien DeVeuster 
was 33. 

Last June, in glorious ceremonies at Koelkelberg Basilica in Brussels, Pope 
John Paul II beatified Damien. The Roman Catholic Church had taken exactly 
100 years to accept a miracle attributed to Damien six years after his death, the 
cure of a mortally ill French nun who prayed in his name for her life. For the 
Catholic church, beatification is just one step short of sainthood—and Island 
Catholics are looking for the one more provable miracle that would make Damien 
a saint. 

AT RIGHT: Kalaupapa, a peninsula on the north coast of Molokai, was the site 
of a settlement where Hawaiians suffering from leprosy were quarantined. 
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KALAUPAPA Continued 

Father Damien DeVeuster, a Roman Catholic priest, volunteered for permanent assignment to Kalaupapa in 1866. His 

church, St. Philomena's, was part of the original settlement at Kalawao. It is one of two buildings still standing there. 

Yet, when Damien served at Kalau­
papa, where he died in 1889 of com­
plications of the leprosy he contracted 
after 1 2 years in the settlement, the 
short, stocky onetime farm boy was 
considered headstrong. "Blessed 
Damien" is his official Catholic title 
now, but at the time his bishop called 
him tempestuous and ill-bred. 

Damien believed he was just doing 
his duty, convinced the exceptional 
circumstances warranted exceptional 
solutions. He held forth from Kalawao, 
the original settlement on the wetter 
and windier east side of the peninsula. 
At the time, the west side, where the 
present-day village of Kalaupapa lies 
between cliff and shoreline, was still 
occupied by Hawaiians who had lived 
there for generations. The last moved 
away just before the turn of the cen­
tury, not long after the patient popu­
lation peaked at 1,213 in 1890. 

Beginning then, the settlement at 
Kalawao gradually moved to the bet­
ter climate a few miles away, disman­
tling the buildings to use the salvage. 
By 1930, no one lived at Kalawao. 
Where nearly 400 structures stood in 

1888, now all that is left of Kalawao is 
Damien's St. Philomena's Church and 
its Protestant counterpart, Siloama, 
where the toilet outside is still marked 
on one side "patients" and, on the 
other, "kokua." 

To native Hawaiians, the 

government isolation policy 

as the answer to the leprosy 

epidemic was worse than 

the disease itself. 

Kokua means help in Hawaiian. To 
native Hawaiians, who by far made up 
the majority of those who contracted 
Hansen's disease, family and physical 
proximity are paramount.To them, the 
government isolation policy as the an­
swer to the leprosy epidemic that 
started with a few cases in the 1840s 
was worse than the disease itself. When 
police rounded up a person for lep­
rosy—or a bounty hunter collected 

S10 for turning someone in—often a 
family member would accompany the 
patient as a kokua, knowing it meant 
exile for both. In the early days, the 
settlement population had nearly as 
many kokua as patients. Besides native 
Hawaiians, those island residents ban­
ished to the settlement included people 
from all of Hawaii's immigrant groups 
such as Chinese, Caucasian, and Japa­
nese. Just like every other ailment car­
ried to the islands by Europeans or 
Asians, leprosy afflicted the natives far 
more often than anyone else because 
of a lack of immunity to all diseases. 

In Damien's time, the natural prison 
peninsula, guarded by the world's tall­
est seacliffs, ranging up to 3,500 feet, 
teemed with as many as 1,000 patients. 
Damien took up pipe smoking to mask 
the obnoxious odor of infected flesh. 
He scrounged lumber and built hous­
ing and an infirmary—when he was 
not constructing coffins and digging 
graves, a hundred in his first year. By 
1887 the graves numbered 3,000. 

The graves he dug now lie un­
marked under the rolling grass around 
St. Philomena's, a lawn the size of a 
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football field. Damien was buried there 
too, by his own request. But his body 
was exhumed in 1936, when Belgium 
decided Damien's remains should be 
buried in his homeland, much to the 
chagrin of Hawaiians and other Island­
ers, Catholic and non-Catholic alike. 
Now Damien's St. Philomena grave 
contains what the Catholic Church calls 
a relic, the bones of his right hand, 
reburied following beatification. 

Now, the graves number at least 
8,000. Fewer than 70 patients remain, 
sent to Kalaupapa in the 1930s, 1940s, 
and 1950s. Medical science has long 
since treated them successfully, and 
they are free to live wherever they 
want. Once doomed to isolation, to 
lifetime quarantine, they now choose 
Kalaupapa, for despite history, the land 
and the sea—what Hawaiians call the 
'aina, the total environment—pulse 
with peace and serenity that are at a 
premium in today's world. The fra­
grance of plumeria perfumes the air; 
the sharp bark of an Axis deer punctu­
ates a night that breathes almost audi­
bly with the rhythm of the surf. 

Visitors are always struck by the 
tranquility, says Henry Law, the first 
superintendent of this national park 
site, serving from 1984 to 1988. "It's 
like stepping back 50 years, where the 
pace slows, like visiting the Amish 
country of Ohio." Yet, Law says, "noth­
ing like Kalaupapa exists anywhere 
else." 

THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

(NPS) shares administra­
tion with the state Depart­
ment of Health and deals 
with landowners, includ­

ing the state Department of Hawaiian 
Homelands, which holds title to about 
1,200 acres of the Kalaupapa town site. 
It is a situation requiring more than 
the usual bureaucratic cooperation. 

At Kalaupapa, the Park Service man­
date to preserve, protect, and interpret 
focuses on providing for remaining 
patients and on the history of Hawaii's 
leprosy settlement. "I don't think 
there's a soul around who doesn't want 
Kalaupapa remembered," says Law. 

"Kalaupapa was the best and the 
worst of how man treats his fellow 
man," he says. "The best were people 
like Damien. The worst was the atti­

tude'out of sight, out of mind.' There's 
a lot to be learned from how we treated 
fellow human beings. If we don't learn, 
we're doomed to repeat this history 
with future diseases, like AIDS." 

Law points out that the peninsula 
also is home to rare and endangered 
plant species and is laced with hun­
dreds of archaeological sites. The park 
has just begun to inventory the stone 
platforms of temples, retaining walls 
of agricultural terraces, and rock wind­
breaks for sweet potatoes. A few yards 
from St. Philomena's lies an ancient 
fishing shrine. On the slopes of 400-
foot Kauhako Crater is a stone-paved 
sled track, once covered with slick 

grasses to form the Hawaiian version 
of a toboggan run, used for both com­
petition and recreation. Not far from 
the lighthouse on Kalaupapa's point are 
a stone canoe launch and a rocky hum­
mock of burial platforms. 

"It may take time even for the rest 
of the Park Service to realize the sig­
nificance of this place," Law says. "It's 
a world class site. Every park person 
who's ever been there is overwhelmed 
by it." 

As a national historical park, Kal­
aupapa is still in the planning stages. 

For the present, the public visits 
Kalaupapa on day tours guided by one 
of the patients, bumping in a van or 

The roots of a banyan tree engulf one of the 8,000 graves at Kalaupapa. 
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KALAUPAPA Continued 

bus along the dirt road from Kalau-
papa to Kalawao, back to the time of 
Damien. 

Father Damien's name then was a 
household word, and it remains so 
today. In 1969, long before beatifica­
tion seemed likely, Hawaii chose 
Damien to be one of the state's two 
likenesses in Statuary Hall in the U.S. 
Capitol. The other is the unifier of the 
Islands, King Kamehameha I. 

THE TOUR GUIDE—perhaps it 
will be Richard Marks, 
sheriff of Kalawao County, 
owner of Damien Tours, 
and champion of the Park 

Service, without which "Kalaupapa 
would be covered in Christmas berry 
bushes"—tells the story of the settle­
ment and his own story. 

"They came for me in 1951," Marks 
says. He had run away as a merchant 
seaman, after nearly his entire family 
had been rounded up and shipped to 
Kalaupapa—grandmother, father, and 
his four siblings. "They came, and they 
locked me up." He was 20. "They 
dumped my baby sister here as a sus­
pect," he says. "The Board of Health 
wished it [leprosy] on her. 
And that was the 1940s, not 
the 1840s." 

Over the years, Marks has 
mellowed, immersed him­
self in the history of the 
place that he now chooses 
as home, met the Pope, and 
participated in Father Dam­
ien's beatification. 

"You can't blame people 
for being afraid if they don't 
understand," he says. "Mis­
understandings do more 
damage than the disease." 
Like many of Kalaupapa's 
current patients, he believes 
that is true now with AIDS. 
"AIDS is worse and more 
dangerous than Hansen's 
disease," he says. "But don't 
treat people like this." He 
pauses, contemplating. "Some­
times on the tour I can see 
people are really listening. 
And sometimes they come 
up to me at the end and they 

say, 'Thank you for bringing this up. 
Our kid has AIDS.'" Marks pauses 
again, and finishes: "I think if people 
can understand one life, the world 
would be a better place." 

The disease that brought Marks to 
Kalaupapa not only has been treatable 
for nearly 50 years, it is one of the least 
contagious of communicable diseases. 

"AIDS is worse and more 

dangerous than Hansen's 

disease," he says. "But don't 

treat people like this." 

Hansen's disease is a chronic bacterial 
infection occurring mainly in the trop­
ics that becomes noncontagious within 
a few weeks of treatment. Untreated, 
it usually affects nerves, skin, and eyes, 
often causing loss of feeling and crip­
pling hands and feet as blood vessels 
and nerves change. 

Hawaii's isolation laws, begun in 
1865, remained in force until 1969, 
although patients who passed skin tests 
following sulfone treatment were "pa­
roled" by the system that persisted in 

Once banished to the Kalaupapa peninsula with his family, 
Richard Marks now runs tours at the site he still calls home 

using prison terminology for a medi­
cal situation. 

Henry Nalaielua was one of them. 
In 1949, at 23, he was released. He 
had been a patient more of his life than 
not, first for five years at Kalihi Hospi­
tal, a quarantined leprosy treatment 
station in Honolulu, where he was sent 
at age 10. In 1941 the teenage Henry 
was deemed medically hopeless and 
shipped to Kalaupapa. Within a few 
years, sulfone drugs became available. 
By 1949 Nalaielua was clinically ready 
to leave Kalaupapa's Baldwin Home for 
Boys. 

But his readiness ended with the 
parole paper. "I had not a suitcase to 
my name," he remembers. "I threw my 
things in a sheet and tied the four cor­
ners in a knot. I've got to admit, I was 
scared as hell, going to the outside, 
people looking down, what are they 
thinking?" 

But he remained in Honolulu for 
eight years, living with his oldest 
brother, and working for the electric 
company. When Hansen's disease flared 
up again, he moved back to Kalaupapa 
for treatment, and later underwent cor­
rective surgery on his feet at the Na­
tional Hansen's Disease Center at 
Carville, Louisiana, staying to work at 

the center until 1980. And 
then he came home. 

Kalaupapa is smaller, 
quieter than when he first 
arrived in 1941. "That was 
the Time of Separation," 
Nalaielua says. The still-
standing 1930-vintage vis­
iting building then was bi­
sected by a prison-style 
floor-to-ceiling chain-link 
fence to keep patients and 
visitors apart.Yet the system 
broke down at the Baldwin 
Home, where Nalaielua 
lived with about 40 other 
boys and young men. The 
30 who were able-bodied 
and some of the young 
Catholic brothers serving as 
cooks and nurses simply ig­
nored the prohibitions on 
touching, eating together, 
playing cards. 

"Those Brothers and us, 
we did all kinds of things 
together," Nalaielua says. 
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Henry Nalaielua speaks at lolani Palace in a ceremony honoring Father Damien. 

"On Catholic holidays we'd grind 
[make] ice cream. The Brothers rode 
around on a truck with us—strictly 
prohibited. We got away with murder." 
With Brother Patrick, who painted in 
oils in his off-duty hours, Nalaielua de­
veloped his natural artistic talent. 

After Nalaielua had been "outside" 
and come back, he roamed the newer 
Kalaupapa cemeteries once again in the 
early 1960s, pausing among beachside 
gravestones knocked askew by the 
mammoth tsunami of 1946. He had 
passed these graves almost daily in his 
years at the settlement. But this time 
he saw something he had never no­
ticed before: a marker chiseled "Joseph 
Nalaielua." 

"My first thought was, 'Who's this? 
Did I have another brother named Jo­
seph?' I wrote to my father and asked. 
He told me, for the first time, Joseph 
was not my brother, but his, the 
youngest. Joseph came to Kalaupapa 
about 1904. He must have been about 
four years old. He died in 1909." 
Nalaielua looks over that same grave­
yard today, pondering how his family, 
like many others, kept leprosy a secret. 

Nalaielua has since made it his busi­
ness to help the world understand the 

secret. Some days he leads groups for 
Damien Tours, knowledgeable about 
history, affable about himself. In 1988 
he spoke at the International Leprosy 
Congress in Holland. Last June he sat 
catching cold in the Belgian rain to 
witness Damien's beatification. Nal­
aielua had no official role but took it 
upon himself to represent patients who 
could not attend. 

Recently at Kalaupapa, Nalaielua 

A guide is required for visitors to 
Kalaupapa National Historical 
Park. Standard driving tour is 

10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., with an eight-
hour option available.Travelers may fly 
from Honolulu or Molokai, or hike the 
three-mile PaliTrail down the 1,664-foot 
cliffside, or walk in and and fly out. Air­
fare from Honolulu is about $80; tour 
fee is about $30. Visitors must bring a 
lunch; food and beverages are not sold 
at Kalaupapa. A trail mule ride may be 
available. Visitors must be at least 16 
years old. For information and reserva­
tions, contact Damien Tours, PQ Box 
I, Kalaupapa, Molokai, HI 96742, tele­
phone 808-567-6171. 

asked a visitor, "Do you carry time?" 
His visitor looked at her watch, and 
announced the hour. "I live here," he 
said. "So I don't need time." 

Nalaielua likes the irrelevance of 
time, treasures the peace, the serenity. 
He sits in the late afternoon ponder­
ing the beatification that has called so 
much attention to spirit triumphing 
over despair, to caring winning over 
callousness. Behind him the pali, the 
cliffs at the back of the peninsula, look 
like enormous green and black velvet 
curtains closing on the last act in a cen­
tury-long tragedy. 

Not far from where he sits a plaque 
on the bell at the Protestant Kanaana 
Hou—Church of New Canaan— 
quotes Isaiah 61:1. "Proclaim liberty 
to the captives." The fuller text is, "He 
hath sent me to bind up the broken­
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap­
tives, and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound." 

It brings to mind Damien. Nalaielua 
speaks of the man as if he had known 
him. Not a hint of rancor comes 
through in his gentle, rolling voice as 
he remembers his own long Time of 
Separation. "Fifty years ago, I thought 
I would never be able to leave," he says. 
"But today we just jump on a plane 
and go." The smile that lights his face 
clearly comes from deep inside. "You 
know, I'm still the same person." 

SALLY-JO BOWMAN is a writer who di­
vides her time between her residence in 
Oregon and her homeland, Hawaii. 
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Because of a widespread but strongly disputed claim 
that bison transmit disease to cattle, 

Yellowstone's free-roaming herds are subject to slaughter 
when they wander beyond park boundaries. 

The BATTLE over 

BISON 
BY GEORGE W U E R T H N E R 

M ORE THAN 6 0 MILLION 

bison once roamed 
the grasslands of 
North America.They 
had long been im­

portant to the Native American tribes 
of the Great Plains and were an inte­
gral part of the landscape when Euro­
pean settlers first explored the region. 
Valued for their meat and hides, bison 
were heavily exploited, and by the late 
1800s, fewer than 1,000 remained. 

A few native bison found sanctuary 
in the newly established Yellowstone 
National Park. From an estimated 25 
individuals in 1900, the herd has 
grown to more than 4,000 animals and 
is today the largest continuously free-
roaming herd of bison found in the 
United States. 

Another 225 bison roam in Grand 
Teton National Park, part of the 18-
million-acre Greater Yellowstone Eco­
system. These bison herds are one of 
the ecosystem's unique wildlife assets. 

Yet, Greater Yellowstone's herds are 
threatened more today than at any time 
in this century. Since 1985 more than 
1,500 Yellowstone bison have been 
killed after wandering from the park. 
Although some have been shot on pri­
vate lands, many have been killed on 

AT LEFT: Bison are an integral part of 
the visitor experience and the 
ecology at Yellowstone National Park. 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 

Local protestors oppose the bison kill. 

public lands that were set aside for 
wildlife management. The animals are 
being slaughtered to appease regional 
livestock industry officials, who claim 
that bison could transmit the disease 
brucellosis to domestic livestock. 

The destruction of bison has ignited 
a nationwide furor and appears to pit 
the livestock industry, and the state of 
Montana in particular, against the Na­
tional Park Service (NPS). Depending 
on the outcome, the bison-brucellosis 
issue may jeopardize NPS control of 
wildlife within park units and threaten 
free-roaming wildlife everywhere. 

The focus of the controversy is Bru­
cella abortus, a bacterium that can cause 
abortions in cattle, particularly with 
first-time pregnancy. It can, on occa­

sion, infect humans as well, where it 
is called undulant fever for the vary­
ing intensity of symptoms. Besides 
domestic livestock, the disease is 
known to be carried by many wildlife 
species, although it appears to have 
little effect on them. 

No one disputes that some bison 
and elk carry the disease, but the risk 
of transmission to domestic animals is 
extremely remote. Dr. Margaret Meyer, 
a brucellosis specialist at the Univer­
sity of California's Davis School of Vet­
erinary Medicine, and Mary Meagher, 
a biologist with the National Biologi­
cal Service, points out that there is a 
vast difference between infected and 
infectious. Most brucellosis testing in­
volves looking for antibodies. But the 
presence of antibodies is not a good 
indicator of active brucella infection 
in bison; it merely means that at some 
point in its life the bison was exposed 
to brucellosis. 

The actual culture of brucella bac­
teria from bison organs is the only re­
liable measure of infection rate, says 
Meagher. But culturing bacteria is a 
much more expensive and time-con­
suming test, and it is seldom done. 
Although the national and local media 
regularly report that 50 percent of 
Yellowstone's bison "test positive" for 
brucellosis, what this really means is 
that 50 percent have antibodies to the 
disease. In reality, a much smaller per-
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BISON Continued 

centage actually carry active brucella 
bacteria. 

A key assertion of Meagher is that 
the brucella bacterium behaves differ­
ently in bison than in cattle. She claims 
that assumptions about its transmission 
pathways, based on studies of domes­
tic livestock, may be invalid. Meyer and 
Meagher theorize that bison calves are 
inoculated with brucella bacteria 
through their mother's milk. Gradu­
ally young bison acquire antibodies, 
and hence resistance, to the disease. 
This may explain why brucellosis does 
not appear to cause abortions in ma­
ture free-ranging bison cows. 

Countering Meyer and Meagher is 
Dr. Clarence Siroky, Montana State Vet­
erinarian, who cites an experiment 
done inTexas where brucellosis inocu­
lated into captive bison was success­
fully transferred to cattle. That study, 
however, was debunked by Meagher 
and Meyer. They argue that laboratory 
experiments do not mimic field con­
ditions. For example, the bison were 
given a very large dose of brucella, 
which Meagher and Meyer suggest 

caused "distortion and magnification" 
of results. Furthermore, under field 
conditions, brucellosis transmission 
between animals is done orally, and the 
Texas experiment used a different 
transfer method. Without field testing, 
Meagher and Meyer believe conclu­
sions about brucellosis transmission 

There is no evidence 

that wild free-roaming 

bison can transmit 

brucellosis to cattle. 

risk are more theoretical than real. 
A "field test" of the degree of risk, 

albeit an unplanned one, occurred in 
the winter of 1989. More than 900 
bison migrated out of Yellowstone and 
scattered among cattle north of the 
park. The state of Montana later tested 
20 cattle herds for brucellosis and 
found no evidence of the disease. "The 
state is saying this is a grave threat, and 
here you had all these bison come out 
of the park to mingle with livestock 

and nothing happened," says John 
Mack, an NPS wildlife biologist work­
ing on the bison-brucellosis issue. 
"This comes back to the basic ques­
tion being asked: what is the real risk?" 

Risk is limited by a number of fac­
tors. For physiological and anatomical 
reasons, bison bulls cannot transmit 
the disease to domestic animals. 

And a surprisingly few female bi­
son can potentially transmit the dis­
ease. The major mechanism for trans­
mission between animals is by contact 
with birth fluids of infected females, 
typically when or immediately after it 
aborts a fetus. A female bison cannot 
transmit the bacteria, even active ones, 
unless they are located in her repro­
ductive organs. The odds that cattle 
would have an opportunity to come 
upon an infected fetus are remote to 
begin with; scavenging animals make 
quick work of any aborted calves. But 
central to the issue is the fact that there 
is virtually no documented evidence 
that free-roaming bison respond to 
brucellosis infection by aborting. 

This brings bison proponents back 
to the question of risk. Even if free-
roaming bison can transmit brucellosis 

Since 1985, more than 1,500 bison have been shot after wandering beyond the sanctuary of Yellowstone's boundaries. 
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to cattle—as yet an unproven asser­
tion—how likely is it to occur? 

Some idea of the risk can be as­
sessed by noting that of 2 18 bison 
killed outside of Yellowstone in 
1991 -92 and culture tested for the 
presence of brucellosis, only 27 ac­
tually carried the disease. But 19 
were bulls and unable to pass the 
disease on to domestic animals. Of 
the eight females that tested posi­
tive, only one—a yearling, too 
young to reproduce—had the bru­
cella bacteria present in the repro­
ductive tract. Thus, out of 218 bi­
son killed, none was capable of 
transmitting the disease to livestock. 

Statistics such as these suggest 
that the risk of brucellosis transmis­
sion from bison is extremely small, 
if it exists at all. According to Mack, 
"There is no evidence of wild free-
roaming bison transmitting brucellosis 
to cattle." 

O NE PERSPECTIVE on the 

brucellosis conflict is 
that it may mask a 
deeper philosophical 
debate about who con­

trols the West. Some livestock produc­
ers may be trying to assert control over 
wildlife to prevent native herbivores 
from competing with their herds for 
public forage and space. 

One Wyoming Game and Fish offi­
cial close to the issue who asked not 
to be named says, "If the public gets 
used to the idea that bison, like elk and 
deer, should be free to roam on fed­
eral lands managed by the Forest Ser­
vice and Bureau of Land Management, 
then it may lead to a reduction in the 
amount of public lands forage allotted 
to livestock. That's what the ranchers 
really fear," he says. 

The evidence to support such a view 
is circumstantial but abundant. This 
past winter, for example, the Montana 
legislature (dominated by agricultural 
interests) removed bison from the 
management authority of the state's 
department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
and transferred it to the Department 
of Livestock, which has since indicated 
an unwillingness to let any wild bison 
enter the state, especially west of 
Yellowstone. The Department of Live­
stock has killed nearly all bison that 

Snowmobile trails interfere with 
natural processes by increasing bison 
herds' mobility and winter survival. 

have wandered west of Yellowstone 
and many that have wandered north— 
more than 400 animals this year alone. 

Coinciding with the state's stepped-
up bison slaughter policy, Sen. Conrad 
Burns (R-Mont.) introduced a bill that 
requires the year-round capture of Yel­
lowstone bison. The animals will be 
tested for brucellosis, with those test­
ing positive slaughtered or neutered. 
The bill also requires NPS to signifi­
cantly reduce its bison herds—whether 
or not brucellosis is detected—to a yet-
to-be-determined number. 

Even though the Park Service is cur­
rently working on a bison management 
plan, the state of Montana filed a suit 
against the federal departments of in­
terior and agriculture, alleging that 
NPS was ignoring the threat to live­
stock posed by bison and that the Ani­
mal and Plant Health Inspection Ser­
vice (APHIS) was threatening loss of 
the state's brucellosis-free status. At the 
end of July, NPS and APHIS proposed 
an out-of-court settlement to the suit 
that, among other things, would have 
required some testing and slaughter of 
animals. But it also permitted bison not 
posing any immediate threat to domes­
tic livestock to roam on some public 
lands outside of the park. The state re­
jected the proposal. 

According to Wyoming Game and 

Fish veterinarian Tom Thorne, two 
things appear to be driving the is­
sue: the recent attainment of bru­
cellosis-free status by states sur­
rounding Yellowstone and the 
growth of wildlife populations in 
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. 

Brucellosis-free status has eco­
nomic implications. It permits cattle 
producers to transport animals 
freely across borders, without the 
need for brucellosis testing. These 
states now seek to maintain that sta­
tus, and officials there fear that it 
could be jeopardized by the pres­
ence of brucellosis among wildlife. 

The second reason for the con­
troversy, according toThorne, is the 
growth of wildlife populations 
throughout the Yellowstone ecosys­
tem, which increases the likelihood 

that wildlife and livestock will come 
in contact. 

Expansion of Yellowstone's bison 
herd to record numbers is attributable 
to several factors. First, mild winters 
for the past decade have led to greater 
winter survival and higher calf produc­
tion. At the same time, winter snow­
mobile use has also increased. Some 
think a connection exists between the 
snow-packed trails created by snow­
mobiles and the bison herd's new­
found mobility and growth. 

Travel on snow-packed roads saves 
bison a tremendous amount of energy, 
according to Meagher. Ultimately this 
not only results in greater winter sur­
vival but also facilitates movement 
within park borders and beyond, 
where snow depths are typically lower 
than in the park. Unfortunately for 
many park bison, the winter migra­
tion is often a one-way journey. When 
the shaggy beasts travel beyond the 
protection of Yellowstone's borders, 
most are killed by state officials. 

When asked about the contribution 
of snowmobiles to the problem, Siroky 
dismissed the argument as invalid.The 
problem is bison, he insisted. 

LIVESTOCK INTERESTS feel their 
position is justified. After 
all, they point out, since the 
USDA began its brucellosis 
eradication program in the 

1930s, more than S3 billion of tax­
payer funds have been spent trying to 
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BISON Continued 

eliminate the disease from the nation's 
cattle herds. Originally, the expendi­
ture was justified by human health 
concerns. Most people contracted bru­
cellosis or undulant fever from drink­
ing raw milk; however, milk pasteur­
ization largely eliminated this source 
of infection in the 1940s. Even though 
human health risks are minimal today, 
the program has continued to enjoy 
taxpayer support. D.J. Schubert of the 
Fund for Animals notes that this sup­
port amounts to a huge taxpayer sub­
sidy to the livestock industry because 
it is aimed at reducing the loss of calves 
to abortion—a real economic cost to 
cattle producers, but hardly a concern 
to most citizens. 

But Siroky claims that the human 

Taking Action 

T erri Martin, NPCA's Rocky 
Mountain regional director; says, 
"Free-roaming bison are central 

parts of the visitor experience and ecol­
ogy of the GreaterYellowstone.The test­
ing and slaughter proposals are outra­
geous attacks on our national parks as 
wildlife sanctuaries." NPCA is working 
to defeat the plan to slaughter thou­
sands of bison inYellowstone and Grand 
Teton national parks, and you can help. 

Write to the governors of Montana, 
Wyoming, and Idaho. Urge them to 
abandon the goal of eradicating bru­
cellosis in wildlife through massive 
slaughter of bison. Recommend that 
they pursue more reasonable measures, 
such as vaccinating cattle and tempo­
rarily keeping them off bison winter 
ranges and calving areas on public lands. 

Gov. Jim Geringer 
State Capitol 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 

Gov. Marc Racicot 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

Gov. Phil Batt 
State House 
Boise, ID 83720 

health issue is still the key factor. "If 
brucellosis did not cause a [human] 
health problem, it would not be a 
problem," he says. Sen. Burns echoed 
this point in an editorial in the Bozeman 
Chronicle suggesting that people visit­
ing Yellowstone might get the disease. 

Thorne says the health threat to 
tourists or anyone else is "pretty low, 
almost negligible." The only way a 
tourist could contract the disease, says 
Thorne, is by contact with an aborted 
fetus that also happened to have active 
brucella bacteria—an extremely un­
likely occurrence. Contracting the dis­
ease from meat is also unlikely since 
the bacteria are destroyed in the cook­
ing process. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, no 
more than 100 cases of undulant fever 
are reported each year in the United 
States—most occurring among slaugh­
terhouse workers. The disease, which 
can cause painful arthritis, inflamma­
tion, and fever, is readily treated with 
antibiotics. 

Joe Bohne, a biologist with the Wyo­
ming Game and Fish Department, 

Unfortunately for many park 
bison, the winter migration 

is a one-way journey. 

points out that more than 40 percent 
of the elk in Jackson reportedly carry 
brucellosis, and last year 4,300 were 
killed by hunters. "Most of us around 
here are gutting our animals without 
gloves—don't you think if brucellosis 
transmission were as great a risk as 
implied, the USDA would have health 
warnings for elk hunters?" he asks. 

Moreover, despite the fact that so 
many elk wintering in the Jackson area 
carry the disease, they are not a target 
of the livestock industry's ire. Accord­
ing to one state biologist, this is be­
cause elk have many supporters among 
hunters and outfitters—again suggest­
ing that control of disease transmis­
sion is not the primary goal. 

Siroky has a different explanation. 
He believes that park bison are the 
source of elk infections. "Once we con­
trol the disease among bison, elk won't 
get it anymore," he asserts. This is one 

of the key premises underlying the 
Burns bill's focus on bison. 

C ONTROLLING BRUCELLOSIS 

among free-roaming 
animals spread over an 
18-million-acre ecosys­
tem may not be possible, 

but preventive measures are available. 
First, vaccination of all livestock 

against brucellosis could be made 
mandatory, not discretionary as it is 
now. Even though the vaccine is not 
100 percent effective, it would still sig­
nificantly reduce any risk to livestock. 

Second, keeping cattle off winter 
ranges and spring calving areas of bi­
son and elk could largely halt any po­
tential for transmission. 

Third, closure of Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton national parks to snow­
mobile use would eliminate snow-
packed passageways that aid bison in 
leaving the parks and would restore 
winter mortality of bison to natural 
levels. If natural processes are allowed 
to control bison populations, artificial 
measures such as shooting become un­
necessary. 

In addition to all these measures, 
some movement toward control, if not 
outright eradication, of brucellosis 
among wildlife is under way. Research­
ers hope to develop an oral vaccine that 
could be scattered on elk and bison 
winter ranges. Currently, no effective 
vaccine exists for bison. 

And in Wyoming, the Game and 
Fish Department has experimented 
with a vaccine aimed at elk concen­
trated at winter feed grounds. Accord­
ing to Thorne, elk at one Wyoming 
feeding ground showed a decline in 
infection from 46 percent to 9 percent 
as a result of the vaccine. 

All of these measures, taken to­
gether, should significantly allay live­
stock producers' fears of economic 
hardship—if that is the real concern. 
But if brucellosis is nothing more than 
an excuse to control public lands and 
limit wildlife, then no solution is likely 
to satisfy livestock advocates, and the 
threat to Yellowstone's wildlife is far 
greater than most people imagine. 

GEORGE WUERTHNER is a wildlife bi­
ologist, freelance writer, and photogra­
pher based in Oregon. 

40 N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 5 



noruu i 
A winter snowfall in a nai 

no longer deter a visitor, 
cross-country 
BY C O N N I E T< 

• INTER is A MAGICAL season in many Mar 
• national parks. Evergreen mid 
• boughs droop under a cool s n c 
• blanket of snow, and plunging amc 
I waterfalls are transformed into Flag 

jook ice sculptures. This is a time visit 
itude, when deer wander through Mar 
e meadows, and the haunting Snc 
:s of ravens drift across the We; 
itains. Traditionally, winter scapes mot 
ny national parks were witnessed 201< 
ly the heartiest of visitors, but the sum 
ising popularity of cross-country can 
> is bringing newcomers to cool- N 
n getaways. terr; 
Dss-country skiers often find the Upp 
row in the high country, although grot 
:dictable weather poses a concern. bus 
e well-tended resorts, most ski feec 
in national parks are not groomed terr; 
lay not be frequently patrolled. sun 
g winds and blizzard conditions glitt 
trike with little warning. Re-
;ss of the intended length of a 
well-prepared skiers carry extra 
ble clothing, a map and compass, 
les, flashlight, high-energy food, 
, and a small emergency kit. 
irs advise skiing with a companion 
lways leaving an itinerary with 
me who will call for help if you 
it return on schedule. 

Yellowstone 
wstone is famous for its winter 
ties. The road from Gardiner to 
i City, Montana, is plowed in 
r, allowing vehicle access to 

NIE TOOPS.aphotojournalistand 
r park ranger, last wrote for 
ONAL PARKS about American lions. 

ial features create some chal-
ig icy spots. Biscuit Basin Trail 
miles) begins at Old Faithful 
a", passes Morning Glory Pool, 
eturns along the Firehole River, 
may congregate here; bison and 

.-country skiers stand 
jetted against steam rising 
Biscuit Basin at Yellowstone. 

Ki 
mm B 1* 
• • • • I z 

• I 1 1 I 
^? - H -i 

n V v c -S • < 
**"" • o 

mmvm' M Hi < 

NAL 41 
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elk sometimes warm themselves near 
steam vents. Fairy Falls Trail (5 miles) 
passes Midway Geyser Basin and ends 
at a 100-foot frozen waterfall. A shuttle 
bus from the lodge serves this trailhead. 

Shuttles also deliver skiers to more 
distant trailheads, such as those in the 
Canyon Area, including Canyon Rim 
Trail (4.5 miles). It has several steep 
grades, but views of the colorful Grand 
Canyon of the Yellowstone dusted with 
snow are worth the climb. Areas west 
of the Canyon-Washburn Hills road 
appeal to advanced skiers because of 
the steep slopes for telemark skiing. 
Climbing skins and avalanche trans­
mitters are advisable. Check with the 
ranger at the canyon warming hut 
about avalanche danger before ven­
turing into this area. 

For information on lodging, trans­
portation, and equipment rental within 
Yellowstone National Park, call TW 
Services at 3 0 7 - 3 44- 7311. For lodging 
at Flagg Ranch, call 307-543-2861. 
For more information, write to the 
park, Box 168, Yellowstone, WY 
82190; or call 307-344-7381. 

Grand Teton 
While Jackson Hole draws numerous 
alpine skiers to its winter resorts, 
neighboring Grand Teton National Park 
is seldom crowded with cross-country 
skiers. On average during the long 
winter, four feet of snow blanket the 
valley. Sunny days usually warm into 
the mid-20s in December, January, 
and February, but nighttime tem­
peratures drop t o -2 5 degrees Fahren­
heit or colder. The road from Jackson 
to Flagg Ranch on John D. Rockefeller, 
Jr., Memorial Parkway is cleared 
throughout the winter, but none of the 
Tetons' trails is groomed for cross­
country skiers, and several are used by 
snowmobiles. 

The terrain along the Jenny Lake 
Trail (9 miles) is fairly level as it crosses 
large meadows frequented by moose, 
coyotes, and snowshoe hares. Near the 
end, it climbs a glacial moraine for a 
panoramic view of the lake with its 

stunning mountain backdrop. Skiers 
gain access to the trail from Taggart 
Lake trailhead near Moose visitor center. 
The Taggart Lake-Beaver Creek Loop 
(4 miles) also begins here, and although 
shorter, the trail is more difficult 
because of steep, icy downhill sections 
through a forest that burned a decade 

Grand Teton, which annually gets 
an average of four feet of snow, is 
seldom crowded with skiers. 

ago. Signal Mountain Trail (10 miles) 
follows an unplowed road to the 7,593-
foot summit of Signal Mountain, from 
which skiers have an excellent view of 
the Teton Range and Jackson Hole. The 
return run is downhill on moderate 
grades through coniferous forests. 

Within the park, Moosely Seconds 
(307-733-7176) rents ski equipment, 
and many outfitters are based in 
Jackson. For more information, write 
to the park, Drawer 170, Moose, WY 
83012; or call 307-739-3600. 

Sequoia and Kings Canyon 
The best snow conditions in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains usually occur from 
December through March above 6,000 
feet. Roads are plowed from Visalia 
into the Giant Forest and Lodgepole 
areas of Sequoia and from Fresno into 
Grant Grove in Kings Canyon. These 
areas receive about 16 feet of snow 
annually. Temperatures dip into the 
mid-teens at night but rise to about 3 5 
degrees Fahrenheit in the afternoon. 
Since the snow is often wet and heavy, 
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skiing is optimal in the morning. 
One of the most popular cross­

country ski trails threads through 
Giant Forest, a sequoia grove that 
hosts the world's largest trees. 
The route follows Crescent 
Meadow Road, unplowed in 
winter, for 1.2 miles to Moro 
Rock junction. Here skiers may 
decide to take a 1 -mile loop to the 
promontory or continue 1.3 miles 
to Crescent Meadow. Grades are 
gentle, and the sequoias are awe 
inspiring. More advanced skiers 
use the Trail of the Sequoias (3 
miles) and Crescent Trail (2.5 
miles) to make a loop through 
Giant Forest. 

Intermediate skiers enjoy the 
Panoramic Point Trail, which 
begins at Grant Village. An un­
plowed road gains a thousand 
feet in 2.5 miles as it passes 
through a white and red fir forest, 
where Douglas squirrels and pine 
martens are active. The terminus of the 
trail offers an expansive mountain view. 
The 6-mile trail from Wolverton (near 
Lodgepole Village) to Pear Lake is a 
favorite of advanced skiers, crossing 
The Hump (9,400 feet) and passing 
Heather and Aster lakes en route to 
Pear Lake ski hut (available by re­

servation; 209-565-3782). Skiing in 
the highcountry is recommended only 
for those skilled in arctic survival. Check 
avalanche conditions before departing. 
Wilderness permits are required for 
overnight stays. 

Ski equipment may be rented at 
Grant Grove Ski Touring Center (209-
335-2314) or Sequoia Ski Touring 

Don't Overlook Eastern Parks 

A lthough heavy snowfall is less 
predictable in the East, winter 
storms periodically provide 

cross-country skiing opportunities. When 
weather closes the Blue Ridge Parkway 
to vehicles, the unplowed roadway is 
available for skiing, snowshoeing, and 
sledding. Soco Gap on U.S. 19 near 
Maggie, North Carolina, serves as a 
popular ski access at the southern end of 
the parkway. Nearby Balsam Mountain 
spur (9 miles), which winds into the 
Great Smokies, offers great views from 
elevations of 5,000 to 6,000 feet. Call 
704-271 -4779 for information. 

In Great Smoky Mountains National 

Park, the unplowed road to Clingmans 
Dome (7 miles) offers a route that 
climbs to the highest point in the park. 
Access is from Newfound Gap on U.S. 
441, although this main road through 
the park may close during severe 
weather. Call 615-436-1200 for road 
reports. 

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
towpath stretches for 184.5 miles from 
Cumberland, Maryland, to Washington, 
D.C. After heavy snows, it is an ideal, and 
nearly undiscovered, place to cross­
country ski. Scenic Oldtown, southeast 
of Cumberland, has some of the best 
conditions. Call 301 -739-4200 fordetails. 

A skier climbs Cloud Canyon 
at Sequoia and Kings Canyon. 

Center at Wolverton (209-565-
3435). For weather and road 
conditions, call 209-565-3351. 
For more information, write to 
the parks, Three Rivers, CA 
93271; or call 209-565-3134. 

Crater Lake 
In a normal winter, 14 feet of 
snow may blanket the ground at 
Crater Lake National Park head­
quarters, while 20-foot depths 
are common at Rim Village. One-
quarter of the park's visitors arrive 
in winter, and many are cross­
country skiers. 

Discovery Point Trail is fairly 
easy and very scenic. From Rim 
Village, it leads west for 2 miles 
over gently rolling terrain, 

offering breathtaking views of the deep 
blue lake in its snow-covered caldera. 
Inexperienced and infrequent skiers 
should beware of the 7,000-foot 
altitude and the cold winds that 
frequently whip across the subalpine 
landscape. Do not venture to the edge 
of the rim; overhanging snow cornices 
may break away without warning, 
dashing visitors onto the steep icy cliffs 
below. 

Winter enthusiasts seeking solitude 
may continue completely around the 
lake on a 3 3-mile route that follows 
the unplowed Rim Drive. Allow two 
or three days to complete this loop in 
good weather. A backcountry permit 
is required, and you may encounter 
snowmobiles at North Junction, where 
snow vehicle access is permitted. When 
the road between headquarters and 
Rim Village is closed by storms, skiers 
can view the lake by following the 
unplowed Rim Drive 5 miles east from 
headquarters to Sun Notch. 

Skis may be rented at Rim Village 
(503-594-2255). Visitors seeking 
more information may write to the 
park, Box 7, Crater Lake, OR 97604; or 
call 503-594-2211. m 
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F O R U M 

On Common Ground 
In a recent radio broadcast, President 

Clinton spoke about needed reforms to ensure the 
protection of the national parks. 

This summer, President Clinton spent his 
vacation in two of our most popular na­
tional parks: Yellowstone and Grand Teton. 
He gained a greater appreciation for the 
parks and the problems confronting them. 
He used the parks as the focus of a radio 
address, August 26. Before the broadcast, 
from Wyoming, the president met with 
Terri Martin, NPCA's Rocky 
Mountain regional director, and 
13 other conservationists to talk 
about the parks. Many park system 
reforms suggested by President 
Clinton are proposals championed 
by NPCA. Here is a transcript of 
the broadcast. 

T
HERE'S AN old Native 
American saying that goes: 
In all our deliberations 
we must take into account 
the well-being of the 

seventh generation to follow. 
The wisdom of those words has 
come alive to me during my 
family's Wyoming vacation. 

During the past week and a 
half, Chelsea, Hillary, and I have 
been vacationing in two of our 
nation's most spectacular treasures, 
Grand Teton and Yellowstone national 
parks. We have been hiking, horseback 
riding, rafting on the Snake River. We 
have seen Old Faithful and the young 
wolves that are being reintroduced 
into Yellowstone. We have seen 
buffalo, moose, elk, eagles, osprey, 
hawks. We have seen mountains, lakes, 
streams, and meadows. And all of this 
belongs to you, the American people, 
for all time to come. 

I have also seen lots of Americans, 
young, old, and in-between, from all 
over our country.... Mostly I have seen 
families—hard-working families who 
can afford these wonders of the world 
because these parks belong to them. So 
I am more grateful than ever that those 
who came before us saw fit to preserve 

RALPH ALSWANG/THE WHITE HOUSE 

this land for the enjoyment of future 
generations of Americans. 

That was the intent of Congress 
when it established the National Park 
Service 79 years ago. I can think of few 
things that mean more to the life of our 
country than our national parks. 

Last year, more than 270 million 
visitors made their way to places such 
as Yellowstone, Grand Teton, and 
Grand Canyon national parks; and to 
urban treasures such as [national rec­

reation areas] Golden Gate in Califor­
nia, Cuyahoga in Ohio, and Gateway 
in New York. They came to big parks 
and to smaller ones, like the one in my 
hometown, Hot Springs National Park. 

Our 369 national parks are not 
simply aesthetically pleasing, they are 
also important to the economies of 

their communities. For ex­
ample, in 1994 visitors to Yel­
lowstone, the world's first 
national park, pumped more 
than $543 million into the local 
economy, creating more than 
12,000 jobs. Visitors to Big 
Bend National Park, along the 
Texas-Mexican border, spent 
more than $77 million while 
creating 1,544 local jobs. 

But while the parks have 
been good for local economies, 
many of them have fallen into 
disrepair. So, if we want them 
to be there for our children in 
the 21st century, we have got 
to turn this around. But there is 
a right way and a wrong way to 
do it. The wrong way is to say 
that this is an investment no 

longer worth making, to close the parks 
and sell them off to the highest bidder. 
Some people want to do that, but it 
would not be in faith with the kind of 
common-sense values that have made 
our country great and the kind of 
common ground we have had over 
our national parks throughout the 2 0th 
century. 

That is why I strongly oppose the 
budget cuts proposed earlier this year 
by the congressional majority. They 

44 N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R I 9 9 5 



could have forced the closing of more 
than 200 national park units. The right 
way to help our parks is through the 
kind of sensible reforms our admin­
istration has proposed. 

First, we have to put our parks on 
sound financial footing by keeping 
park visitor fees in the parks. Most 
visitors to our parks believe that their 
fees are used for park improvements, 
but they are not. That will change 
under our reforms. Many visitors tell 
us they want their money to stay in the 
parks, and they would even pay a little 
more if they knew that was the case. 
Well, that is what we proposed to 
do—keep the fees in the parks. 

The second thing we want to do is 
make it easier for our parks to form 
partnerships with people in the private 
sector who want to invest money to 
preserve our natural heritage, not to 
destroy it. And third, we want to change 
the out-of-date contracting policies that 
keep the concession fees paid by busi­
nesses operating in the parks unreason­
ably low. We have got to change that, 
because those who make a profit from 
the private businesses in our parks 
should pay a fair amount for the 
privilege so that they can make a profit 
and help us to maintain our parks. 

I am also concerned about activities 
on land that belongs to the American 
people that is being used for profit in 
ways that could damage our national 
parks. For example, just two and a half 
miles from Yellowstone there is a pro­
posal to build a big gold mine. Before 
that mine can be approved it must 
meet the highest standards in an 
environmental impact statement. And 
yesterday I declared a two-year mora­
torium on any new mining claims in 
the area near the northeast corner of 
Yellowstone. 

We are still burdened with an 1872 
mining law that allows these claims to 
be mined, while giving virtually 
nothing back to the American people. 
We have to do everything we can to 
protect parks like Yellowstone. They 
are more priceless than gold. 

Finally, if we want to maintain our 
national heritage for our children and 
our grandchildren, we have to do more 
than preserve our national parks; we 
have got to preserve our environment. 
Right now we face a lot of pressure to 
pollute the environment and to go 
back on our commitment to keep it 
safe and clean and healthy. The House 
recently voted to gut environmental 
and public health protections in the 
name of regulatory reform. Some in 
the Senate tried to do the same. They 
were willing to put at risk the safety of 
our air, our food, our drinking water, 
the water we fish and swim in for 
short-term financial gains for a few. 

The budget bill the House passed 
would cut environmental enforcement 
by 50 percent, virtually bringing to a 
halt federal enforcement of the Clean 
Water Act and the Clean Air Act, and it 
would stop toxic waste clean-ups. This 
would be a terrible mistake, and I am 
determined to fight it with vetoes if 
necessary. 

For a long time now, the American 
people have stood together on common 
ground to preserve our environment. 
At the beginning of this century, 
Theodore Roosevelt, a Republican, 
began a fervent call for conservation. 
In 1905 he said, "There can be nothing 
in the world more beautiful than a 
Yosemite, the groves of giant Sequoias 
and Redwoods, the Canyon of the Colo­
rado, the Canyon of Yellowstone, its 
three Tetons. And our people should 
see to it that they are preserved for 
their children and their children's 
children forever." 

Well, I second that emotion. And 
after spending the last week in Wyo­
ming, I have an even deeper commit­
ment to fulfilling it. So let's end this 
century by meeting the challenge Teddy 
Roosevelt set for us at the beginning. 
We have made a lot of progress in the 
protection of our environment and 
our national heritage. But the future 
can be even brighter. Do we need re­
forms? Yes. Should we reverse course? 
Not on your life. It is up to us. <P 

L.L.Bean 

http://www.llbean.com 
Your Best Path to 

Outdoor Adventure 
Check out our new home page 

on the Internet's World Wide Web 
where you'll find outdoor sporting 
information, expert advice and 
proven L.L. Bean products for all 
your outdoor adventures. 

We hope you'll visit often, ask 
questions and give us your com­
ments about the site. Our lively 
graphics, photos, and text are 
changing even faster than Maine 
weather - and bringing L.L. Bean's 
83 years of outdoor expertise right 
to your home. 

Enjoy Great Outdoor 
Activities and Gear 

Expert tips and guidelines on 
dayhiking, first aid, conservation 
and how to dress, as well as a selec­
tion of our most popular products. 
Coming soon: Camping, backpack­
ing, cross-country skiing, snowshoe-
ing and gift ideas for the holidays. 

Have More Fun Planning Trips 
Introducing the L.L. Bean 

Outdoor Guide, a comprehensive 
look at almost 800 national parks 
and forests, state parks and other 
great outdoor locales. What to see, 
what to do, when to go. 

Learn All About L.L. Bean 
Discover the unique Yankee 

heritage of the company built on 
a boot, a guarantee and a love of 
the outdoors. 

Please Visit Us Anytime at 

http://www.llbean.com 
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Alaska Director 
Honored 
• Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt appointed Chip 
Dennerlein, NPCA Alaska 
regional director, to the 
National Park System 
Advisory Board this 
summer. The board advises 
NPS Director Roger 
Kennedy on Park Service 
policy and programs. 

Dennerlein also was 
honored with the 1995 
Partnership Leadership 
Award, presented by NPS 
and the National Park 
Foundation (NPF).The 
award recognizes 
Dennerlein's "unflagging 
and effective assistance in 
developing partnerships to 
protect resources and serve 
visitors in the national 
parks in Alaska." The Park 
Service and NPF cited 
Dennerlein's efforts to 
engage citizens, state 
officials, native interests, 
and NPS representatives in 
the planning process for 
Alaska parks. 

March for Parks 
to Kick Off 
Park Week 
• NPCA's March for Parks, 
the nation's largest walking 
event for parks and open 
spaces, will launch festivi­
ties for National Park Week 

1996, rescheduled to 
coincide with the celebra­
tion of Earth Day. The 
seventh annual March for 
Parks, to be held April 19-
22, is expected to include 
more than 1,000 marches 
nationwide. For more 
information about March 
for Parks, turn to page 7. 

The National Park 
Service will continue the 
celebration of National Park 
Week with national and 
local events scheduled for 
the week of April 22-28. 

NPCA Board 
Supports 
Arctic Refuge 
• At its summer meeting 
in Anchorage, Alaska, 
NPCA's board of trustees 
adopted a resolution 
advocating protection of 
Alaska's Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. Congres­
sional action threatens to 
open 1.5 million acres of 
the refuge to oil and gas 
development. Citing its 
nationally and internation­
ally significant natural and 
cultural resources, the 
board urged President 
Clinton to protect the 
refuge by designating it a 
national monument to be 
managed by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 

The White House has 
announced that Clinton 

will veto legislation that 
includes language to open 
the arctic refuge to oil and 
gas development. 

Park Summit 
• Representatives from 
NPCA, the National Park 
Service, and a dozen other 
national and local park 
organizations including the 
National Park Foundation 
and the Conference of 
National Park Cooperating 
Associations gathered in 
Washington, D C , in 
October for a Park Summit. 
The gathering was de­
signed as a forum for park 
agencies and organizations 
to discuss common goals, 
identify individual re­
sources and skills, and 
develop a unified vision. 

Park Summit participants 
established lines of com­
munication and fostered a 
new spirit of cooperation 
to eliminate duplicate 
efforts and build a long-
term structure to support 
park issues and advocacy. 

A Stroll on 
the Prairie 
• The National Park Trust 
(NPT) has opened a nature 
trail, enabling visitors to 
enjoy the tallgrass prairie at 
the Z Bar/Spring Hill 
Ranch, located two miles 

north of Strong City in the 
Flint Hills of Kansas. NPCA 
assisted NPT with the 
purchase of the 10,894-
acre ranch, which will be 
held in trust as efforts 
proceed to establish a 
Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve. 

The Southwind Nature 
Trail starts just north of the 
19th-century limestone 
ranch house, crosses a 
spring-fed stream, and 
climbs toward the one-
room schoolhouse. Hikers 
on the 1.75-mile loop trail 
encounter grasses such as 
big bluestem and switch-
grass, seasonal wildflowers, 
and possibly a coyote or a 
red-tailed hawk. 

For more information, 
contact Barbara Zurhellen 
at 316-273-8494. 

National 
Survey Results 
• More than 810,000 
citizens have taken the time 
to complete NPCA's 
national survey on national 
park issues. The results 
indicate that respondents 
place a high priority on the 
parks. On a scale of one to 
ten—with ten being the 
most important—preserva­
tion of our national parks 
for future generations was 
rated a ten by 65.5 percent 
of respondents. 
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NPCANOTESI 
More than 43 percent of 

respondents have visited 
Yellowstone, the world's 
first national park, and 
93.5 percent support 
legislation to protect the 
park's geysers, such as Old 
Faithful, and other geother-
mal features. 

Within the past two 
years, 63 percent of those 
surveyed have visited a 
national park unit; 79 
percent would be willing 
to pay additional user fees 
for the privilege of visiting 
the parks as long as the 
funds were used to main­
tain park resources. 

Parks at Your 
Own Pace 
• Visitors to Yellowstone 
National Park and Little 
Bighorn Battlefield Na­
tional Monument can 

customize their own tours 
with TourGuide. Available 
for rental within both 
parks, TourGuide is a 
portable system that allows 
visitors to select among 
dozens of audio programs 
while touring the sites they 
choose. 

Yellowstone's TourGuide, 
awarded first place in the 
National Association for 
Interpretation's media 
award competition, 
features five hours of 
selections with 70 seg­
ments describing the park's 
history, natural resources, 
and wildlife. Colorful 
legends, songs, and the 
sounds of wildlife bring 
the park to life. 

The Little Bighorn 
program features 28 
selections recounting the 
battle and offering perspec­
tives on the lives of those 
who fought there and the 

circumstances that brought 
them together. 

For more information 
about TourGuide, call 1-
800-247-1213. 

NPCA Online 
• NPCA'sWorldWideWeb 
site now provides two easy 
ways for members to get 
more involved in protect­
ing the parks. 

Join the Park Activist 
Network. Go to The 
ParkWatcher page and select 
the first article, "NPCA 
Kicks Off Save Our Na­
tional Parks Campaign." 
Use the registration form at 
the end of the article. 

Get involved in March 
for Parks, NPCA's annual 
Earth Day event. Through 
the web site you can sign 
up to hold a march in your 
community. Go to the 

March for Parks page and 
look for the link to the 
registration form. 

NPCA continues its 
presence on: 
CompuServe: GO NPCA 
Call 1-800-524-3388, 
representative 156, for a 
free membership kit. 
America Online: Use 
keyword Network Earth. 
Prodigy: Use Jump: 
Science BB. 

Please send NPCA your 
e-mail address (along with 
your name, mail address, 
and member number). 

For help getting online, 
call 202-223-6722 and ask 
for Michael McCoy at 
extension 1 19 or Davinder 
Khanna at extension 110. 

e-mail: 
npca(fl npca.org 

natparksfa aol.com 
World Wide Web site: 

http://www.npca.org/npca/ 

Since 1919, NPCA has worked tirelessly to preserve priceless and irreplaceable 
treasures within the National Park System. One of NPCA's founders, Stephen 
Mather, and others of his generation had the foresight more than 75 years 
ago to take action to help save these sites that we all enjoy today 

When NPCA considers the task of preserving the parks for future 
generations, we know that charitable bequests from wills and other 
individual estate plans will play a vital role in future funding. 

Perhaps you are giving all you feel you can afford on an annual 
basis but would like to do something extraordinary for your children, 
grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. If so, we encourage you to take 
the time to make a will and include a bequest for NPCA among your 
other charitable interests. 

By remembering NPCA in your will or trust, you can leave a legacy that 
lasts far beyond your lifetime, enricliing the lives of future generations of park lovers 

For a co}n/ of our booklet, "How To Make A Will That Works," 
please return this coupon or contact: 

Jessie Brinkley • National Parks and Conservation Association 
1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. • Washington, DC 20036 

(800)628-7275, ext. 130 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 
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OUTDOOR CAREERS , 
IN CONSERVATION! 

Home study. Qualify for great 
environmental careers in conser­
vation, wildlife and natu­
ral resource programs, 
parks, zoos, and more. 

Do what you love and 
get paid for it! Taught 
one-on-one by con­
servation profes­
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reer literature: 
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THE SCHOOL OF 
CONSERVATION 

Dept. NNM442, 6065 Roswell Road 
PCDI, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

HEAD NORTH TO ALASKA! 
4 0 0 + summer jobs In Denali National Park-

cooks, clerks, cleaners, raft guides, bus drivers, 
food servers, cashiers & more. Send SASE to 
Denali Park Resorts/102. 241 W. Ship Creek 
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FREE Binocular Buying Guide 

CALL 1-800-624-8107 
Best Prices on Bausch & Lomb, 
Leica, Nikon, Zeiss and More! 

National Camera Exchange 
Golden Valley. MN (612)546-6831 

PRODUCTS*GEAR 

Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, Zion, 
Arches, Yosemite, Rocky Mountain 
and the list goes on - 125 maps of over 45 National 

Parks plus recreation areas throughout the USA 

"Perhaps the best topographic maps of national 
parks are being produced by Trails Illustrated" 

Spokane ( hromcle 

"The nicest topos we've ever seen" 
Backpacker Magazine 

"...accurate, weather-worthy" 
Outside Magazine 

"...handsomely illustrated" 
The Denver Post 

"...a boon" 
USA Weekend 

For a fr 
calalog. contact 
Trails Illustrated 

PO Box 3610 
Evergreen, CO 80439 

(800)962-1643 

Trails Illustrated • More than a map 
Sold around the world - Ask for them by name 
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LOCATION LOCATION LOCATION or KNOW 
WHERE YOU ARE, BE WHERE YOU'RE AT-
YOU ARE HERE stamped on a hefty solid brass 
survey disc. Your added personalization (or 
geographic coordinates) commemorates a peak 
experience, a special time, a special place. Use 
as a paperweight or mount indoors or out GREAT 
GIFT! Call 1-800-GEO-SITU™ (1-800-436-7488) 

Intriguing and Unique Stationery 
You'll really love our envelopes and stationery made from 
government surplus topographic maps, (liven non-map lovers 
are intrigued by our "Geolopes"IM.l A truly inspired recycling 
illgal "Gcolopes"1M come in various sizes and meet U.S.P.S. 
requirements. VX'e guarantee your correspondents will open tht 
mail when they see this unique, laseinating item. Very 
affordable. Free samples. New iingland Cartographies. P.O. 
Box 9J69-N. North Amherst. MA 0I059. U H I 549-4124. 

THE 
PERFECT 
CIFT 
FORYOU & 
THE WORLD 

A Collection of Images from rhe Phorogrophs of 

ANSEL ADAMS 
THE S C R E E N S A V E R 

From SCREENLOGIC" 

NATIONAL 
PARKS SAVER 

WILDLIFE SAVER 
T I I T ] 

For Windows 3.1 

ONLY -f f<>qf7 EACH 

PLUS 54 S6H 

1 - 8 0 0 - L O C I C 5 5 

Rent " 
Mother Nature 

Lease a Sugar Maple 
Iree or Sap Bucket 

For One Year 
A truly memorable 
CHRISTMAS GIFT. 
First, we'll send each 
person on your list a 
copy of an authentic 
1 8 9 0 T R E A S U R Y 

DEPT. Lease, personalized by hand and 
suitable for framing — plus a GIFT CARD 
from you. During the harvest each lessee 
receives PROGRESS REPORTS full of 
facts & folklore, thus sharing in the 
adventure of sugaring. In Spring '96, 
when all the sap has been processed, 
each Tree Tenant will get at least 50 oz. of 
the finest 100% pure wood-fired MAPLE 
SYRUP in decorated jugs (25 oz. to 
Bucket Borrowers) and even more if 
Mother Nature is bountiful. We do all the 
work, your friends get the delicious results, 
and you get all the raves! 
100% satisfaction money back guarantee 
Tree Lease S39.95 or Bucket Lease $29.95 

Add $6.95 per lease tor shipping & handling 
Send check with name & address of each recipient 

RENT MOTHER NATURE®. Dept. 767 
52 New St.. Box 193. Cambridge. MA 02238 

Phone Orders (800) 232-4048 VS. MC. AX, Disc. 

Reserve space 
for your EcoOpportunities 
advertisement 
Call (202) 223-6722, extension 141 
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EcoOpportunities 

*\ 
- ^Sg* N O CHEMICALS "«J5\T V 

Cith>nelU\ so-Sfrpoo f 
GENTLE GtYCIIINE SOAf NATlKAl MPtlLINT 
BAR |A.OO ppd y <?, H a l l o r d . r / w h o l . i a l . 
TREE BROCHURE <^»V Chaek, V l a a / H a i t a r 

1 , „7B88 Counry Rd. 16, KAapie PUin, M N 55359 \ 
< 0 (812)479-3381 or (800) 328-4827 Ell. 2153 fyS 

iWD7 FOSSIL AND MINERAL CARDS 
F M»f4RfEX42MDJ FOSStL CARDS MINERAL CARDS 

J ^ A * MRi ^ J I M B * ?2 caros •»/ corix prtoto * 72 cards o* cornmon A 
^.a* ^ ^ k - A <M«*aM inlc-rTTWilaori COKtXaTcM fl-wiaxtkb bom 
T M V ^ ^ H f ^ ' • S f l ' VffnajtKsifrt {ml danos). AClinoM* to lorUVt 
L B f k ^ ^ H I M C * ^ ^ — 1 i«>v»rttbf»iM A pMnti • Like a W d gutda *i 

I ^ B ^ ^ T * — - * The onry ca'ds w/ctai 'baietmK card' torrn 
^ H f ' _ ^ ^ „ ^ a*c Oariaa Knight ad 
«^^K--tCS7^pTcTr\ • A naw way to idwriiily 

r - T ^ c V r G f r l < U ^ J atudy. and tango, IcraAfH Mostly Minerals. Inc. 

i ^ W ^ - a - ^ ^ ^ y P.O. Bo*6082-N 

OfTiVS/S.C^SeJppd. Ann Arbor MI 4SI0* 

MAAAMAAAAAAIIkllkAAA&Allk&AANxM 

RESORTS 

& GLACIERS! 
Explore the wonders ot America's 

largest National Park from the comfort 
of our first-class contemporary lodge. 

KENNICOTT 
GLACIER LODGE 

l-800-582-5128_^tf 
Box 103940-NP. A n c h o r a g e . A K 99510 

TOURS'TRAVEL 

SWISS ALPS 
Moderate DAr hiking touii. 2 or 4 «eeki Ride up above tree 
line and bike down Orei 50 optional length hikes basing one 
week al 10 charming mountain villages in 3 or 4 slai hotels 
Write lev liee biocbuie 

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS __ 
7831 Cl.ris.de Or e i a j l c c n i r tzW 

okron OH «43i3 s w i s s a i r ^ 

Toure for Active Folks Over 50 
Experience fine lodging & regional 
cuisine as you trek across the West with 
our knowledgeable guides. Lodging, 
meals, ground transport included. 

Walk'n t h e W e s t ® 
376C Kockrlmmon Blird. • Colo. 5pgs. • C06O919 -(719) 531-9577 

GOURMET RAFT TRIPS 
BIB BEND. TAOS. ARIZONA, ALASKA 

-CONTINENTAL CUISINE, FINE WINES 
-LEGENDARY SERVICE, EXPERT GUIDES 

-AS SEEN IN 'NAT'L GEOGRAPHIC TRAVELER' 
FAR-FLUNO ADVENTURES CRUMPETS 

TERLINOUA. TX FRANCOIS MAEDER 
1-800.359-1138 210-821-6469 

ARCTIC 
TREKS s^pBL^^^A 

Alaska's Brooks Range 
The Ultimate Wilderness 

Backpack/Raft Adventures 
(907) 455-6502 Box 73452 R • Fairbanks, Ak • 99707 

(IkrrVnnkci- Swamp. Paddle 

• ,!l;::?,,':S,,:E!i' 
r - ^ = T ^ ^ ± r = ^ r 2 : ,. l( Vnii.,1 America. 

WILDERNESS SOUTHEAST ( * ,p|1%",',''" 'I'a.mai'.md 
711 SANDTOWNRD , „ i , „ , , l ' | , ,'", ind ceoloin 

SAVANNAH. GA 31410 Free talaloa 

OpackssUny In Alaska AnYenhire Toara -
An experience ol a lifetime in pristine Kalmai National \ 

Park and the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. 1-6 people i 
per trip. Assured bear viewing, abundant wildlife, marine li 

and a variety of birds. Outstanding photo 
opportunities. 

For more information, 
800-762-5634 (USA) 

907486-2628 • Faxline: 907-486-5666 • P.O. Box 8630 • Kodiak. AK 99615 

invites National Parks readers 
to a high energy nine-day 

Colorado River 
trip in the 

Grand Canyon 
Dates for 1996 trips: June 3-11; 

June 23-July 1; July 14-22; 
July 29-August 6. 

For a free brochure on our 
one-of-a-kind, 

once-in-a-lifetime trip, contact 

Environmental Experiences, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1202, Wooster, OH 44691 
216/263-7772; fax: 216-263-2249. 

Archaeology Tours—Winter tours to Mexico & Central 
America! Explore fabulous Maya ruins of Belize and 
Honduras: Copan, Caracol, Xunantunich, much more! 
See the incredible Aztec. Toltec, and Teotihuacan ruins in 
Mexico: Tenochtitlan. Tula, and more! First class. 

The HfChoeolOQlcol Conseiuancq 
\ \ 5 3 0 l Central NE. * 1218 Albuquerque, 

N NM 87108 (505) 266-1540 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Walkabouts 

Nature , H ik ing & the O u t d o o r s 
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track: Australia's Outback. 
Tropical North. & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION C O 
Box 3042P. Sanla Barbara. CA 93130 
(805) 687-7282 
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5£]DENALI 
, / J NATIONAL PARK 

WILDERNESS CENTERS 
Small. Mt. McKinley-View 
Vacation Lodges in the 

Remote Heart of the Park 

Wildlife. Natural History. 
Gu ided Backcountry Hiking. 

Northern Studies Courses 

9 0 7 - 6 8 3 - 2 2 9 0 
DENALI NATL PARK, AK 99755 
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"in Alaska's newest State Park" 

Rigoy phrtnttraphintl :U cliv* range, our unique 
combinniion of Luwl iui<i tea uildlite from EAGLES 
to AI KITTTS. KODIAK BROWN BEAR In SEA 

OTTER :uiil oxccllciii salmon/halibut fishing. 
Begat log lodge and guest cabins with superb 
local cuisine for 12 guests. Floatplane access. 

Color Imxhinv. I ntcnialional i r t m m m 

I
hi lkHtalHdpU 

gov 1 Shannon Randall RM 17843442 

Seal Bay, LK99697-NP PAXW1 I-', fell 

http://Cl.ris.de
file:////530l


EcoOpportunities Trustees 
for the Parks 

A^e^iwe 
ALASKA 

• Rivxr AJwnlurM • Sea Kay»long 
• Sightseeing Tours • Combination Tnpe 

• Dog Sledding Tnps •Custom Air Tours 

> „ , w ^ . - . — (800) 365-7057 i w i w i n rustnuse. AS WMT 

truly unique 
7 - 17 day 

small group 
journeys 

-mm^) 
DENALI 

KENAI FJORDS • WRANGELL-ST. ELIAS 
NATIONAL PARKS 

• Gu ided Na tu ra l H i s to ry Safaris 
Since 1977 

• Denal i Backcount ry Lodge 
W i t h i n Denali Nat ional Park 

Kantishna, Alaska 

ALASKA 
\V UPLAND 

XDVENT1 KIs 

PO Box 389 Girdwood. Alaska 99587 

For Free 24 Page 
Color Brochure 

Call 

8003348730 

Rico Tours " 
Simply Costa Rica 

(800) 280-7426 
Adventure Travel 
Horse Trekking 
Sailing Safaris 
Nature Tours 
Volcano Tours 

Diving Explorations 
Photo Safaris 
Beach Vacations 
National Park Tours 
White Water Kafttng 
CusUtmized Itineraries 

Anderson Mill T'avrl. Inc Campanu 

s-a vfr a«r»i 
YELLOWSTONE 

AND SOUTHWEST MONTANA 
Wn.DEKNrSS TOURS 

n r T T T T T T T ^ T ^ ^atUral»st guided 1-7 da\ lnurs-v.ildlife 
| B ^ l ! £ U 2 i l i l f i ] phnhryrapln. history, ghost towns X 

Box 963. Livirvgston. 
Montana 59047 

more. Small j;roups, all ayes & ahilities. 
Call for a hrochure! 

BROWN BEAR 
Photography Excursions 

K A T M A I N A T I O N A L PARK 
1-800-532-8338 

DOCKS IDE T O U R S 
PO Box 1503 • Homer. AK 99603 

"Call Ua For Discount Airfare to Alaska" 

In Alaska, don (miss 
kciiiii Fjords National Park! 

"Kiitm Fjords mil tin- highlight u| im (rip to Alosha!' 
—V Gr.lh.liii. S3 

A spectacular tl.n cruise ihrough glacially carved 
l]otik Vr .ilnnuLini wildlife, thousands ol colorful 

seabirds. Nevi custom vessels .mil OUT 20 years 
experience sharing the exdtemenl ol Kenai I jotds 

National Park. ( ome join u '̂ 

t .ill foi free information, reservations 

1-800-478-8068 
K E N A I F T O R D S 

T O U R S 

I'll Bin 1889 HP Srward IK 99664 
Fn» 90i • -'-'l-N'tii 

Grand Canyon 
Nostalgic Train Adventure! 

Travel on a vintage train from Williams, 
Ariz., to the Grand Canvon. 

' 65 miles of beautiful Northern 
Arizona countryside 
No driving/parking hassles in the park 
1923 coaches • Live western entertainment 

Call your travel agent or 1-800-THE TRAIN. 
'Per person, plus tax A $4 National Park Service fee age 17-61. 

Preserving Our National Heritage 
GRAND CANYON RAILWAY 

Authorized (_ofk.evAi.mcr ol the Njiionjl Park Sen ncfKaihah National Iurevi 

Getting Too Many 
Conservation 
Mailings? 

Occasionally, on a limited and 
selective basis, NPCA makes its 
membership list available to other 
organizations whose goals and 
programs might interest you. 

If you prefer not to be included 
with the names we make 
available, let us know and we will 
remove your name from the list. 

Just attach a current label from 
National Parks magazine and send it 
to us at the address below. 

(Place label here) 

Membership Department 
NPCA 

1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

TRUSTEES FORTHE PARKS are dedicated 
members of NPCA who, by their annual general 
contribution of SI .000 or more, continue to 
ensure the thoughtful stewardship of our National 
Park System. We gratefully acknowledge these 
individuals and their recent support of NPCA's 
park protection programs. 

$10,000+ 
Mrs. W.L. Lyons Brown 
Garland H. Mc Glohon 
Mr. and Mrs. T.H. Wiancko 

$5,000-$9,999 
Mrs. Vernon W. Furrow 
Martha W. Tolman 

$2,500-$4,999 
Dr. and Mrs. Roger J. Shott 
Susie T. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton M. Timmons 

$l,000-$2,499 
2 Anonymous donors 
Joseph G. Abboud 
Mrs. HA. Batten 
Mrs. Edward A. Blackburn, Jr. 
Caroline Becker 
Paul J. Gerstley 
Linda J. Griffith 
Maureen I. Harris 
Martina S. Henderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Melville Hensey 
Shirley Hicklin 
Dorothy G. Johnson 
Mrs. G. H. Kaufman 
Martin and Esther Kellogg Fund of 

The Saint Paul Foundation 
Carolyn King 
Mrs. William F. Kirsch, Jr. 
Jane E. Kommrusch 
Marcella H. Korff 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. Lawrence 
Robert N. Leggett, Jr. 
Mrs. Louis C. Madeira 
W.B. Mitchell 
Douglas L. Nielsen 
Mrs. Louis Oberdorfer 
Kay D. O'Rourke 
Byron W. Paine 
Gen. Dillman A. Rash 
Bill and Story Resor 
Mrs. Harold Reynolds 
Fred M. Richman 
Mr. Roland R. Sahm 
Diana Sattelberger 
Nancy P. Schwemm 
James Sligar 
Mrs. G. Smallwood 
Marilyn Spechler 
Joseph M. Stein 
Mr. and Mrs. J.T.J. Stewart 
Ned Stone Tanen 
Peter R. Tanham 
Merna Trowbridge 
Stephanie J. Turner 
Valerie A. Vanderheyden 
Marian S. Ware 
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Williams 
Dr. and Mrs. E.R. Woodward 
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National 
parks 

INDEX: Volume 69 (1995) 

A 
Adams, Tom 

Parks Under Siege, 7 / 8 , 24-25 

Air pollution 

Great Smoky Mountains NP air quality 

agreement, 7 / 8 , 1 1 

Power plant threatens Great Smoky 

Mountains NP, 1/2, 20 

Arches NP 

Visitor management, 7 /8 , 36-41 

B 
Barr, Nevada 

Park novelist, 9 /10 ,30-35 

Bats 

Chances for survival increase, 3 /4 , 32-37 

Bison 

Brucellosis and, 11 /12 , 36-40 

Blue Ridge Parkway 

Coalition eases development problems, 

11 /12 ,22-23 

Bowman, Sally-Jo 

Remembering the Time of Separation, 

11 /12 ,30-35 

Burr Trail 

Development restricted in Capitol Reef NP, 

5 / 6 , 12 

c 
Cabins 

Rustic Retreats, 9 /10 ,42-44 

Calm, Robert and Patricia 

Policing the Policy, 9 /10 , 36-41 

Capitol Reef NP 

Burr Trail road development restricted, 

5 /6 , 12 

Cats of One Color 

Mountain lion, 7 / 8 , 30-35 

Chaco Culture NHP 

Outlier sites protected, 7 / 8 , 13-14 

Channel Islands NP 

Grazing threatens native plants, 1/2, 18 

NPCA sues NPS for mismanagement, 7 / 8 , 

11-12 

Civil War 

NPS sites related to war's end, 3 /4 , 46-48 

Clinton, Bill 

President's national park radio address, 

11 /12 ,44-45 

Concessions 

Two reform measures, 9 /10 , 15-16 

Congress 

Actions by 103rd Congress, 1/2,12-13 

Committee approves "park closure" bill, 

7 / 8 , 10-1 1 

Considers "park closure" bill, 5 /6 , 10-11 

Measures threaten parks, 3 /4 , 12-13 

Crater Lake NP 

Water quality studies, 7 / 8 , 42-47 

Cross-country skiing 

Parks in winter, 11 /12 ,41-43 

Cumberland Gap NHP 

Strip mine proposed near, 9 / 1 0 , 14-15 

Cumberland Island NS 

Arts center proposed, 5 /6 , 14-15 

D 
Debating Significance 

National park standards, 3 /4 , 24-25 

Denali NP 

DenaliTask Force report, 1/2, 14-15 

Mining claims, 5 /6 , 18-19 

E 
Estes, Carol 

Sea of Grass, 3 /4 ,38-44 

Everglades NP 

Recovery plans, 1/2, 14 

Sugar reform bill, 7 / 8 , 16-18 

F 
Florida panther 

Cats of One Color, 7 / 8 , 30-35 

Interbreeding plan, 1/2, 14 

NPCA funds cougar transport, 3 /4 , 2 1 

Fort Vancouver NHS 

New plan renews debate, 11 /12 ,20-21 

Unauthorized deal, 5 /6 , 15-16 

G 
Gettysburg NMP 

Deer reduction, land exchange, new 

museum, 9 /10 , 17-18 

NPS management plans, 3 /4 , 14-15 

Glacier Bay NP 

Cruise ship increase, 9 / 1 0 , 18-19 

Grand Canyon NP 

Congress holds hearing, 11 /12 , 21-22 

NPS management plan, 5 /6 , 19-20 

Grazing 

Harms native plants at Channel Islands 

NP, 1/2, 18 

Great Smoky Mountains NP 

Air quality agreements reached, 7 /8 , 1 1 

Power plant threatens air quality, 1/2, 20 

Gulf Islands NS 

Wetlands threatened, 3 /4 , 16-18 

H 
Hedstrom, Elizabeth E. 

Scenes from the Indian Wars, 1/2,44-46 

Heinrich, M. Katherine 

For Cross and Crown, 5 /6 , 44-46 

Hierta, Ebba 

Rivers at Risk, 5 /6 ,26-31 

I 
Independence NHP 

NPS management plan, 11 / 1 2 , 1 7-18 

Interior, Department of the 

Congress slashes budget, 11/12 ,18-19 

K 
Kalaupapa NHP 

Hawaii's leper colony, 11 /12 , 30-35 

L 
Lake Clark NP 

Alaska Natives claim shoreline, 7 /8 , 16 

La Pierre, Yvette 

Hot Spots, 1/2,38-42 

Rustic Retreats, 9 /10 , 42-44 

Lee, David N.B. 

Over a Barrel, 3 /4 ,26-31 

M 
March for Parks 

Earth Day XXV, 3 /4 , 50 

Taking Steps for Parks, 7 /8 , 26-29 

McDonough, John 

Crescent City Cadence, 5 /6 , 38-42 

Mexico 

Establishes border preserves, 3 /4 , 1 2 

Mining 

Claim asserted at Olympic NP, 3 /4 , 16 

Strip mine proposed near Cumberland 

Gap NHP, 9 /10 , 14-15 

Mission parks 

Spanish colonial history, 5 /6 , 44-46 
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NHP: National Historical Park 
NHS: National Historic Site 
NMP: National Military Park 
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NP: National Park 
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Mojave NPres 

Funding tuts threaten, 9 / 1 0 , 12-14 

Mountain lions 

Cats of One Color, 7 /8 , 30-3 5 

N 
National Biological Service 

Science and the parks, 9 /10 , 45-46 

National Environmental Policy Act 

NPS compliance, 9 /10 , 36-41 

National Mall 

NPS bans T-shirt sales, 7 / 8 , 14 

Native Americans 

Self-governance affects parks, 7 /8 , 20 

New Orleans Jazz NHP 

Birthplace of jazz, 5 /6 , 38-42 

North Cascades NP 

International park proposed, 7 / 8 , 18-20 

NPCA 

Blocks Children's Island transfer, 3 /4 , I 1 

Funds Florida panther plan, 3 /4 , 2 I 

Helps preserve prairie, 3 /4 , 38-44 

Launches park campaign, 11 /12 , 12-14 

Presents Freeman Tilden award, 1/2, 20 

Public opinion survey, 7 /8 , 13 

Requests "World Heritage in Danger" 

status for Yellowstone NP, 3 /4 , 10-11 

Sues NPS for Channel Islands mismanage­

ment, 7 / 8 , 11-12 

NPS 

Bans T-shirt sales on the Mall, 7 /8 , 14 

Budget cuts considered, 5 /6 , 12-13 

Management changes for bats, 3 /4 , 3 2-37 

National Environmental Policy Act and, 

9 /10 ,36-41 

Overflights study released, 1/2, 15-18 

Reconsiders fire policy, 5 /6 , 32-37 

Oil and gas operations, 3 /4 , 26-3 1 

Struggles with Presidio transfer, 3 /4 , 

18-21 

Transfer of Children's Island ruled 

improper, 3 /4 , 1 1 

Unauthorized deal at Fort Vancouver NHS, 

5 /6 , 15-16 

Visitor management program, 7 /8 , 36-41 

o 
O'Connell, Kim A. 

New Birth of Freedom, A, 3 /4 , 46-48 

Oil and gas development 

Operations in NPS units, 3 /4 , 26-3 1 

Olympic NP 

Prospector claims mineral rights, 3 /4 , 16 

Overflights 

Grand Canyon crash, 5 /6 , 20 

NPS study released, 1/2, 15-18 

P 
Padre Island NS 

Marine debris, 9 /10 , 21-23 

Parks Under Siege 

Congress and special interests undermine 

parks, 7 /8 , 24-25 

Presidio 

NPS grapples with transition, 3 /4 , 18-21 

House okays Presidio trust, 11 /12 , 14-16 

Pictured Rocks NL 

Lakeside drive planned, 5 /6 , 16-18 

Pritchard, Paul C. 

260, 3 / 4 , 4 

Forethought, 5 / 6 , 4 

Legacy, 7 / 8 , 6 

New Order, A, 1 /2 ,6 

Park Vendetta, The, 1 1 / 1 2 , 4 

Shenandoah, 9 / 1 0 , 4 

R 
Rancourt, Linda M. 

Murder, She Writes, 9 /10 , 30-35 

Taking Steps for Parks, 7 / 8 , 26-29 

Redwood NP 

Road plan reconsidered, 5 /6 , 13-14 

Restoring the Green Agenda 

Conservation and the 104th Congress, 

1/2,24-25 

Right-of-way claims 

Bill allows free rein, 9 / 1 0 , 23 

Rivers 

Endangered park rivers, 5 /6 , 26-31 

Rolling Back the Resource Fund 

Congress may gut LWCF, 5 /6 , 24-25 

s 
Sherwonit, Bill 

Striking a Balance, 1/2, 26-31 

Skaggs, David 

Rolling Back the Resource Fund, 5 /6 , 

24-25 

Snowmobiles 

Use in parks on the rise, 1/2, 32-37 

St. Croix NSR 

Four-lane bridge proposed, 11 /12 , 16-17 

Threatened by planned casino, 3 /4 , 13-14 

St. Hilaire.Tom 

Restoring the Green Agenda, 1/2, 24-25 

T 
Tallgrass prairie 

Bill to create NPS unit, 5 /6 , 1 1-12 

NPCA helps preserve, 3 /4 , 38-44 

Toops, Connie 

Cats of One Color, 7 / 8 , 30-3 5 

Denizens of the Dark, 3 /4 , 32-3 7 

Nordic Treks, 11/12 ,41-43 

u 
Utah wilderness 

Conflict over designation, 9 /10 , 11-12 

Cry for Wilderness, A, 11/12,24-29 

V 
Visitor Experience and Resource Protection 

NPS visitor management, 7 /8 , 36-41 

Volcanoes 

Parks with volcanic activity, 1/2, 38-42 

Voyageurs NP 

Land-use restrictions, 9 /10 , 20-21 

Wise Use opposes limits, 11/12 , 12 

w 
Weingrod, Carmi 

Commitment to Clarity, A, 7 /8 , 42-47 

Wilderness 

Utah proposals, 11 /12 , 24-29 

Wilkinson, Todd 

Crowd Control, 7 / 8 , 36-41 

On Location, 9 /10 , 24-29 

Snowed Under, 1/2,32-37 

Williams, Terry Tempest 

Cry for Wilderness, A, 11/12 , 24-29 

Winks, Robin 

Debating Significance, 3 /4 , 24-25 

Winter use 

Snowmobiling on the rise, 1/2, 32-37 

Wise Use Watch 

County ordinance campaign, 3 /4 , 16 

Endangered Species Act, 9 /10 , 14 

Introduction to Wise Use Movement 

1/2, 16 

Links to militia movement, 7 / 8 , 16 

Rally at Voyageurs NP, 11 /12 , 12 

Underhanded tactics, 5 /6 , 16 

Wrangell-St. Elias NP 

Planning for visitation, 1/2, 26-31 

Wuerthner, George 

Battle over Bison, The 11 /12 , 36-40 

Fire Power, 5 /6 ,32-37 

Science Stalemate,The, 9 /10 , 45-46 

Y 
Yellowstone NP 

Bison and brucellosis, 11 /12 ,36-40 

Gray wolf recovery proceeds, 3 /4 , 10-11 

Proposed for "World Heritage in Danger" 

list, 3 /4 , 10-11 

World Heritage Committee considers 

proposal, 7 /8 , 12-13 

World Heritage Committee visits, 11 /12 , 

1 1-12 
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Towering Peaks 
A mountain range with scores of peaks that reach more 

than 10,000 feet distinguishes this national park. 

Y O U A R E H E R E 

O
NE-THIRD of this park lies above the timberhne. No other collection of 
mountains south of Canada is as massive or as high as the mountains found 
in this park. Set aside as a national park in 191 5, it boasts as many as 6 5 peaks 
that rise above 10,000 feet and more than 400 square miles of unspoiled 
nature. This photograph was taken from the park's main roadway. Have 

you gazed at this mountain peak before? Which national park offers this 
spectacular view? [ A N S W E R O N P A C E 8.] 
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Special Advertisement 

New Technology 
Improves Sleep Quality 
Chances are, you need better sleep. Thanks to advances 

in sleep surface technology, now you can get it! 
/America has become a nation of the 
chronically sleep-deprived. The Better 
Sleep Council reports that over the past 
20 years, we Americans have added 
around 158 hours, or nearly an entire 
month each year, to our job schedules. 
That's not to mention the time we 
spend working hard to care for our 
families and homes. Sleep deprivation 
is caused by both lack of time spent 
sleeping and poor quality sleep. Sound 
familiar? Then you owe it to yourself 
to read on! 

SLEEP DEPRIVATION 
CAN BE DANGEROUS 

/According to the AAA Foundation for 
Traffic Safety, sleep-deprived drivers are 
vulnerable to "micro-naps" lasting four or 
five seconds - plenty of time at highway 
speeds for a fatal crash to occur. 
Disrupted sleep and sleep disorders cost 
American businesses billions of dollars 
annually in lost productivity, industrial 
accidents and higher medical bills. Lack 
ol s leep also w as impl icated in the 
Kxxon Valdez oil spill, the space shuttle 
Challenger disaster and the nuclear 
accident at Three Mile Island. 

Loss of sleep during the night is 
responsible for increased vulnerability 
to illness, a tendency to nod off at 
work the next day, and even loss of 
creativity and clarity of thinking, say 
British researchers. Power tools can 
become dangerous weapons in the 
hands of someone who is not well 
rested. And almost everyone is familiar 
with the physical aches and pains that 
occur because of poor quality sleep. 

DO YOU NEED MORE SLEEP, 
OR JUST BETTER SLEEP? 

VV/n the average, most adults require 
seven and a half to eight hours of sleep 
per night, and a full cycle including 
dee/) sleep is required for us to feel 
adequately rested in the morning. Any 
number of factors can interfere with 

deep , nourishing s l eep - inc lud ing 
cigarette smoking, worry, a noisy 
environment and physical discomfort. 

Air cushioned support has been 
proven to positively affect all three 
factors that determine the quality 
of sleep: spinal alignment, pressure 
points and physiology. 

We try remedies from pain medication 
and sleeping pills, to chiropractic care 
and self-relaxation techniques in order 
to get better sleep and rid ourselves of 
morning aches and pains. But new sleep 
surface technology offers a simpler solu­
tion for many people who toss and turn. 

THE FIRST REAL BREAKTHROUGH 
IN SLEEP SURFACE TECHNOLOGY 
IN OVER 100 YEARS 

E v e n if you just bought a new lx-d. you 
may lx- sleeping on an antiquated surface! 
Developed a century ago. innerspring 
mattresses can create pressure points that 
interfere with total relaxation.Waterbeds 
made a big splash in the '60s. but even the >se 
labeled "firm" can produce a hammock 
effect, which can cause- the spine to curve 
unnaturally. Fortunately, a new technology 
has come through test after test with flying 
colors: Select Comfort Air Sleep Systems . 

The Select Comfort adjustable firmness 
mattress uses air which distributes 
body weight more evenly and provides 
Ix-tter support 

While it looks like a traditional 
mattress on the outside and even fits 
standard sheet sizes, the Select Comfort 
mattress is completely unique on the 
inside. Air is captured inside innovative 
"I-beam" chambers that contour to the 
body, provide proper spinal support, 
reduce pressure points and evenly 
distribute weight for better sleep. 

What's more, each side of the Select 
Comfort adjustable firmness mattress is 
independently adjustable-with a remote 
hand control that digitally tells you the 

firmness level that's perfect for you. And, 
you can let air in or out to change the 
mattress firmness, depending upon 
how your body feels each night. This 
is essential for couples, because two 
people of different shapes and sizes 
cannot sleep on the same surface and 
both be as comfortable as they should 
be to achieve the best possible sleep. 

MADE-IN-MINNESOTA QUALITY 

O elect Comfort adjustable firmness 
mattresses are manufactured in Minneap­
olis. Minnesota, and tested for comfort 
and durability by independent labora­
tories. Well on its way to becoming a 
worldwide leader in state-of-the-art 
sleep systems. Select Comfort currently 
is the fastest growing company in 
America's bedding industry, and has 
earned 22 U.S. patents. 

LIGHTWEIGHT AND 
EASY TO SET UP YOURSELF 

T h e Select Comfort adjustable firmness 
mattress is so lightweight, it can lx- deliv­
ered via UPS in one carton. Following 
the simple instructions, one person tan 
set up tile system at home, usually in M) 
minutes or less. An attached electronic 
air pump fills the mattress with the right 
amount of air, and then hides out of 
sight under the bed. Dual controls allow 
each sleeping partner to adjust the 
sleep surface to their desired firmness. 

TRY SELECT COMFORT 
AT NO RISK FOR 90 NIGHTS 

Thousands of people from coast to coast 
already own a Select Comfort adjustable 
firmness mattress. You can try one. t(x>. pro­
tected by a "No-Risk 90 Night "guarantee and 
up to a 20-year limited product warranty. 
Call our sleep consultants and ask them 
alxx.it your particular sleep needs. They can 
answer all y< xir questk ins and help y< >u ix-tter 
understand how you can benefit from a 
Select Comfort adjustable firmness mattress. 

For a free brochure and introductory 
video, call I 800-831 1211. I'M 1697 

http://alxx.it


Sleep Better On Air! 
Frustrated With 
The Quality Of 

\bur Sleep? 
Do you toss and turn at night? 
Can't seem to find a comfort­
able position? Does your back 
ache when you awake? These 
are signs that your metal coil 
mattress or waterbed isn't 
supporting you properly and 
isn't right for your body. 
Select Comfort can help you 
sleep better with a revolu­
tionary mattress that's so 
comfortable and supportive, 
it's recommended by the many 
doctors who use our product. 

Select Comfort provides proper back 
support and contours to your body. 
Weight is more evenly distributed and 
pressure points are reduced. 

Sleep Better On Air 
A Select Comfort adjustable firmness mattress 
doesn't rely on springs or 
water. Instead, it supports 
your body on a cushion 
of air. Air is better because 
it gently contours to your 
body's shape and keeps 
your spine in its natural 
alignment. And that lowers the tension in the 
surrounding muscles. So you can sleep comfortably 
in any position and wake 
feeling great 

With Select Comfort, you each get 
exactly the firmness you need. 

Metal coil mattresses can create pressure 
points and provide uneven support. 

You Control 
The Firmness 

With Select Comfort, you can 
change the firmness depending on 
how your body feels each night. 
Go from extra-firm to extra-soft, 
simply at the 
touch of a 

Select Comfort contours 
to your body. 

button. In 
fact, the firmness adjusts inde­
pendently on each side of the 
bed so you and your partner 
Can get CUStom Support of each side of the mattress. 

without compromising comfort or quality of sleep. 

Call For More Information 
You owe it to yourself to learn more about this 
revolutionary way to a better night's sleep. 

For a FREE Video 
and Brochure, Call 

1-800-831-1211 
Ext. 4697 

The Only 
Mattress with 

Push Button 
Firmness Control. 

SELECT COMFORT 
Select Comfort Corporation 

6105 Trenton Lane North, Minneapolis, M N 55442 
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L.L. Christmas Tradition 

No traffic. 

No crowds. 

No hassles. 

308 pages 

to browse 

through. 

Hundreds 

of gift ideas. 

Turtlenecks 

and toboggans. 

Christmas trees. 

Christmas tweeds. I 

All-time classics and 

one-of-a-kinds. Toys for kids. Toys for kids at heart. Old favorites. New colors. 

Unparalleled Bean quality. For over 80 years. 100% guaranteed. 

One simple phone call. Anytime. FedEx* delivery at no extra charge. 

Everything's taken care of. There. Wasn't that easy. 

FREE Catalog 
1-800-230-9802 

LL# 4636270 

L.L.Bean 
Casco Street, Freeport, ME 04033 

Visit our Internet Site at http://www.llbean.com 

C 1995 L.L. Bean. Inc. 

http://www.llbean.com

