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NPCA 
Celebrates 
Sixty-five Years 



Big Bend, page 22 

Edi tor ' s Note : Sixty-five years ago, 
NPCA embarked upon a mission to 
help preserve the national parks and 
educate the American public about 
the great heritage—both natural and 
cultural—that we all have to protect. 

Over the years, the populari ty and 
concern for the parks has increased 
as the system itself has grown. The 
parks, however, are more hemmed in 
and vulnerable; and the job of pre
serving and creating these areas is 
more complex. 

NPCA salutes its members for 
their dedication to the Association's 
mission. And we are proud to an
nounce that we are moving into the 
future with the beginnings of a com
prehensive plan that will benefit the 
entire park system (see page 33). 

We also send our best wishes with 
Features Editor Marjorie Corbett , 
w h o has added so much to the mag
azine for the past four years and will 
cont inue to represent NPCA from 
her new home in North Carolina. 
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For You. . . For Gifts! 
NPCA Bargains in Books and Collectibles 

Order now from the NPCA mini-catalog 
above. Just match the catalog item 
identifying letters to those in the order 
coupon below. Complete the coupon 
and mail it to NPCA with your payment. 
Prices include postage and handling. 

A. Polo shirt, green with white NPCA 
emblem. Cotton/polyester knit. Order 
men's sizes S(34-36), M(38-40), 
M42-44), XL(46); women's sizes S(6-8), 
M( 10-12), L( 14-16)-$ 16.95 A-l. Same 
as above, white with green emblem-
$16.95. B. Full-color Parks poster by 
famed New Yorker cover artist. Ready 
to frame-$4.95. C. NPCA Citizen 
Action Guide tells how to deal with 
destructive OSVs on National Sea
shores; softcover—$2.00. D. National 
Parks in Crisis; conservation leaders 
explore the problems and future of our 
National Parks; hardcover-$ 13.95. 
E. Greenline Parks explores land con
servation trends for the '80s and be
yond; softcover—$9.95. F. The Moore 
House, a case history in historic struc
tures restoration; softcover—$4.20; 
hardcover-$8.45. G. Historic Bass 
Harbor Light notecards and envelopes, 

15 ea. per box-$7.50. H. Metal litho 
full-color pins (9 different Parks em
blems & NPCA emblem); all 10-$7.50. 
I. NPCA lapel pin, green and gold 
enamel-$3.50. J. NPCA decal-.50 

each. K. NPCA patch, green and gold 
embroidered-$2.00. 

Order all merchandise with money-back 
guarantee of satisfaction. 

National Parks and Conservation Association Member Services 
1701 Eighteenth Street. N.W.. Washington. D.C. 20009 

Please send me the quantities 1 have specified of NPCA products and puhlications listed below. 
I understand that all prices include postage and handling. 

Cat. 

A 

A-l 
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C 
I) 

E 
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I . 

II 
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K 

Quant 
Ordered Name <>i Product 

Polo shirt 

Polo shirt 

National Parks Poster 

Citizens Action Guide 

Natl Parks in Crisis 

Greenline Parks 

The Moore House 
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Nat l Parks Pins l 1 NPCA) 

NPCA Lapel Pin 

NPCA Decal 

NPCA Patch 

Pnrduct 
Description 

Green w white emhlem 

White w green emhlem 

Full color 

Softcover Book 

Hardcover hook 

Softcover tn ink 

Hardcover Ed. 

Softcover Kd. 
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Green & gold emblem 

Embroidered 

Size 

24"x36" 

Price 
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$16.95 

$16.95 

$ 4.95 

$ 2.(X) 

$13.95 

$ 9.95 

$ 8.45 

$ 4.20 

$ 7.50 

$ 7.50 

$ 3.50 

$ .50 

$ 2.00 
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D.C. residents add 
6% sales tax. 



-Commentary. 
NPCA's Dreams at 65 

NPCA is sixty-five years young, and 
not retiring. The Association has 
been an integral part of one of the 
greatest accomplishments in our na
tion's history, the realization of a 
dream—the development of the Na
tional Park System. Here are some 
specifics. 

First, it is no small matter that the 
dreams of Stephen Mather, Horace 
Albright, and John Muir have been 
realized in the nation's 335 national 
park areas. Their dreams have re
sulted in the protection and pres
ervation of the great natural and cul
tural resources of our nation. 

Second, from Half Dome and Old 
Faithful in the West to Le Conte and 
the Liberty Bell in the East, every 
state in the union (except Delaware) 
contains at least one park unit, and 
over 300 million people visit these 
areas each year. This, too, was part 
of their dream, and, I might add, a 
part of our concern for the future. 

A third achievement was noted in 
1975 by Benton Mackaye, the father 
of the Appalachian Trail and a per
sonal friend. He commented then 
that the trail he created was the 
body, but the citizens who built and 
still maintain the trail were its soul. 
And so it is with the entire National 
Park System. The efforts of the peo
ple who help the National Park Sys
tem achieve its goals are also the 
soul; the efforts of our members, 
trustees, and staff, and those of park 
superintendents and interpreters and 
many more are part of the dream. 

Fourth, the dream is fact, in that 
100 national park systems around 
the world trace their roots back to 
Yellowstone and our National Park 
System. 

As NPCA heads into sixty-five 
more years, we are reaffirming the 
original vows of the Association, 
which we list here: 
/. To interpret the natural sciences, 

which are illustrated in the scenic 
features, flora and fauna of the na
tional parks and monuments, and 
circulate popular information con
cerning them in text and picture. 

TRUSTEES EMERITUS 
Horace M. Albright, Studio City, California 
Mrs. W. L. Lyons Brown, Harrodc Crook, Ky. 
Richard H. Rough, Polham, New York 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Stephen M. Mcl'herson, New York, Now York 

Chair 
*A. James Matson, St. Louis, Missouri 

Vice Chair 
'Mary C. Carroll, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Vice Chair 
*W Mitchell, Crested Butte, Colorado 

Vice Chair 
'Charles W. Sloan, Vienna, Virginia 

Secretary 
Mrs. E. Hood Phillips, Washington, D.C. 

Treasurer 
Kathleen Abrams, Miami, Florida 
Gordon T. Beaham III, Kansas City, Missouri 
James Biddle, Cornwell Heights, Pennsylvania 
Michael F. Brewer, Chevy Chase, Maryland 
Charles J. Brink, Houston, Texas 
Eugenie Clark, College Park, Maryland 
Dorman L. Commons, San Francisco, California 
Stuart G. Cross, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Donald S. Downing, Atlanta, Georgia 
I'riscilla C. Grew, San Francisco, California 
Susan Hanson, New Canaan, Connecticut 
Samuel P. Hays, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
John Kaufrmann, ML Desert, Maine 
Mrs. Fairfax Leary, Jr., Villanova, Pennsylvania 
Orin Lehman, Albany, New York 
Terry McWilliams, Anchorage, Alaska 
Clarence E. Martin III, Martinsburg, West Virginia 

'Bernard R. Meyer, Washington, D.C. 
William l'enn Mott, Jr., Oakland, California 
John B. Oakes, New York, New York 
William E. Odum, Charlottesville, Virginia 
Harry Robert Page, Arlington, Virginia 
Charles D. Stough, Lawrence, Kansas 

'Gilbert F. Stucker, ML Vernon, New York 
'April L. Young, Oakton, Virginia 

Robert 1. Younker, Coos Bay, Oregon 
William B. Wiener, Jr., Shreveport, Louisiana 

"Executive Committee 

Special Counsel: Anthony Wayne Smith 

NATIONAL PARKS NOVEMBER DECEMBER 1984 5 

EXECUTIVE STAFF 
Paul C. I'ritchard, President 
T. Destry Jarvis, Vice President for 

Conservation Policy 
Karen M. Raible, Vice President for Operations 
Shirley U. Skirvin, Comptroller 
William C. Lienesch, Director of 

Federal Activities 
Laura Beaty, Administrative Assistant, 

Historic Heritage 
Laura Loomis, Director of Grassroots and Outreach 
Robert Pierce, Administrator, National Park 

Trust 
Russell D. Butcher, Southwest & California 

Representative 
Terri Martin, Rocky Mountain Regional 

Representative 

2. To encourage the popular study of 
the history, exploration, tradition, 
and folklore of the national parks 
and monuments. 

3. To encourage art with national 
park subjects, and the literature of 
national park travel, wildlife, and 
wilderness living and the interpre
tation of scenery. 

4. To encourage the extension of the 
National Park System to represent 
by consistently great examples the 
full range of American scenery, 
flora, and fauna, yet confined to 
areas of significance so extraordi
nary that they shall make the name 
national park an American trade
mark in the competition for the 
world s travel; and the development 
of the national monuments into a 
system illustrative of the range of 
prehistoric civilization, early ex
ploration and history, land forms, 
American forest type, wildlife, etc. 

5. To enlist the personal services of 
individuals and the cooperation of 
societies, organizations, schools, 
universities, and institutions in the 
cause of the national parks and 
monuments. 

The Association continues to 
move forward in the fight to protect, 
interpret, and preserve the national 
parks. We have expanded our mis
sion over the years, as our original 
goals have become progenitors of 
new dreams and goals. Yes, there are 
challenges, but these challenges are 
the reason that the role of NPCA 
and the citizenry must be one of 
constant vigilance. 

At sixty-five, we have accom
plished a life's work. But we must 
continue to devote ourselves to 
planning for the future, so that the 
dreams of today may become the 
realities of tomorrow. 

—Paul C. Pr it chard 
President 



Members 
_CorneL_ 

Anniversary 
NPCA is proud to be celebrating its 
65th anniversary this year and in
vites all who love the national parks 
to join us at our annual members ' 
reception and dinner on Thursday, 
November 15, 1984, at the Shoreham 
Hotel in Washington, D.C. 

The reception begins at 6:30 p.m. 
with a silent auction. Dinner is 
served at 7:00 and dancing follows. 

After sixty-five years, NPCA's 
dedication to our national parks, the 
finest in the world, continues to 
grow stronger. NPCA thanks all its 
members and friends for their sup
port. 

Alaska 
NPCA will be offering an Alaskan 
tour in 1985. We invite members to 
join us for this look at Nor th Ameri
ca's last frontier. The trip is sched
uled to begin on June 21; for two 
weeks you will experience some of 
the most spectacular sites—tundra 

and hinterlands inhabited by bear, 
moose, lynx, and fox. And chances 
are pretty good that you'll see our 
national symbol, the graceful bald 
eagle. The trip includes visits to De-
nali National Park, Ketchikan, Sitka, 
Katmai National Monumen t , and 
the Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes. 

Join NPCA and Quester tours for 
the trip of a lifetime. 

Louisiana World Exposition 
ARA Leisure Services, Inc., provided 
NPCA the wonderful oppor tuni ty to 
acquaint visitors to the Louisiana 
World Exposition with our mission 
and encourage citizen involvement 
in protecting the parks. O u r colorful 
and lively display of the national 
parks generated many inquiries and 
new members . 

We thank everyone for their help 
and support . 

Members Fight Trapping 
NPCA has been working to halt 
trapping in a number of national 
parks. We have had such a t remen
dous outpouring of support from our 
members that it is only appropriate 
that we thank all of you for your 

letters, support comments , and fi
nancial contributions. 

Gift Ideas 
NPCA has numerous gift items 
available for the upcoming holiday 
season. Please see page 4 for our cat
alogue of gifts. And, of course, don ' t 
forget that a subscription to National 
Parks magazine makes a lovely gift. 

Cultural Conference 
The first World Conference on Cul
tural Parks, sponsored by the NPS, 
was held September 16-22 at Mesa 
Verde National Park in Colorado. 
NPCA presented a paper on behalf 
of the Association entitled "Politics: 
An Essential Element in Preserving 
Cultural Resources." (See NPCA Re
port, page 35, for more informa
tion.) 

N e w Book Planned 
NPCA will publish a compendium 
of papers from our 1983 interna
tional parks conference in Germany. 
The book will review and compare 
practices and philosophies of Nor th 
ern European, Canadian, and United 
States parks. 

Explore America's Parks 
The 1985 NPCA & Questers 
Joint Travel Program 

Our program for 1985 is part of the 
on-going objective of NPCA to 
offer members and friends the op
portunity to observe first-hand the 
natural history and beauty of our 
national parks. You will be accom
panied by an interpretive naturalist 
from Questers, America's leading 
operator of nature tours. One fee 
covers all costs, including first 
class accommodations and all 
meals. The group is small. You are 
cordially invited to join us. 

Alaska 
June 21-July 7, 1985 
Regular and charter aircraft, boat, 
motorcoach and the Alaska Rail
way take us through our wonder
ful itinerary. We visit Tongass 
National Forest, take field trips to 
Sitka, and photograph in Glacier 
Bay. We journey to Skagwav and 
Whitehorse in the Yukon, visit the 
University of Alaska Experimental 
Farm in Fairbanks, view the pipe
line, observe the arctic terrain in 
Mt. McKinley (Denali), and explore 
Anchorage and Katmai National 
Monument. The scenery, wildlife, 
the very idea of Alaska as the last 
frontier will excite vou and leave 
you more knowledgeable about 
our parks. 

For complete information and an 
official Tour Registration Form, 
call or write: 

National Parks and Conservation 
Association 
Public Affairs Office 
1701 18th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20009 
(202)265-2717 
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.Feedback 
We 're interested in what you have to 
say. Write Feedback, 1701 18th 
Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 
20009. (Letters may be edited for space 
considerations.) 

Bearly Surviving 
I have been to Yellowstone Park 
several times, as early as 1951 and 
most recently in 1979. It was a great 
treat on those early trips to see 
bears, either along the road begging 
or at the garbage dumps at dusk. M y 
children loved this. This was the 
black bear. We were told by park 
personnel that the grizzly, a more 
reclusive and dangerous animal, kept 
to remote areas and was not likely to 
be seen. 

In 1979, while visiting Yellow
stone, we learned that there was lit
tle chance that we would see any 
bears. All the bears had been moved 
to distant areas, for the safety of 
both park visitors and the bears, 
which would resume their natural 
eating habits. 

N o w I have read the article in Na
tional Parks [July/August] that indi
cates that the above plan was a mis
take; the bears were better off 
feeding at the dumps . The article 
makes no mention of the black bear, 
which I believed to be the most 
common, only the grizzly bear. W h y 
was there no mention of the black 
bear? 

Marjorie Lovelace 
Ladue, Missouri 

The controversy in Yellowstone centers 
on the grizzly because it is listed as 
threatened on the endangered species 
list, whereas there is a healthy popula
tion of black bears. —Ed. 

I read National Parks from cover to 
cover and have found some of the 
issues to be helpful on vacation. 

I am just back from six weeks of 
camping in the parks of the South
west. I was awed by their beauty, 
especially Arches National Park. I 
felt so insignificant hiking there. 
The views were incredible. 
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I want to say thanks to the NPS 
for doing such a good job at these 
parks. 

O n another point, I am rather u p 
set over the grizzly situation. I say 
close Fishing Bridge. Let the campers 
complain. Wha t does it take for hu 
mans to realize that we are the ones 
interfering with the bears, not vice 
versa? 

I pray that people will think twice 
about the bears. It would be terrible 
if they disappeared. 

I hope that the parks can remain 
with their beauty and wildlife intact 
for future generations. 

Diane Atkerson 
Paoli, Pennsylvania 

Your article concerning grizzly bears 
was a real eye-opener. I wish every
one could read that article and then 
they would realize that we are very 
close to losing yet another valuable 
member of the animal kingdom, the 
grizzly bear. 

It is not too late, but we must act 
immediately. 

Either we can save the grizzly bear 
or keep urbanizing our parks to re
semble our polluted cities void of 
wildlife. 

I propose the immediate removal 
of all camping within Yellowstone. 
There are thousands of other camp
grounds in the country, but very few 
grizzly bears in our wilderness. 

Bill White 
Arleta, California 

Aiming Back 
The National Rifle Association 
really makes my blood boil. Imagine 
asking that the national parks be 
opened to hunt ing and trapping. 

The people of America would be 
paying for the upkeep of the na
tional parks for the amusement and 
pleasure of the NRA. 

W h y should this group have spe
cial favors to the detr iment of the 
wildlife and people who want to en
joy the parks? The parks are part of 
the heritage of this country and its 
citizens. 

If these people get their way, it 
would be the end of the parks for 
the rest of us. 

Catherine McCabe 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 

SWW 
This amazingly light & comlortable campchair is a 

delight to sit on. Gives FULL BACK SUPPORT, 
folds up flat, and 4 oz. headrest snaps on & 

oft. Chair is the same wt. as a 16 oz. 
CAN OF BEER! 250 lb. capacity, ONE 

YEAR WARRANTY. Order lactory 
direct or see your local mtn. 

shop. COLORS: Blue, green, 
red. $64.50 & $2.00 

shipping. CA. res. 
add 6% tx. VISA & 

MC or check. Shipped within 48 hrs. via UPS. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR FULL REFUND! 
Since 1977 by: SEND FOR FREE INFO. 

FREEFORM R & D 
1539 Monrovia Ave. #23 N 

Newport Beach, CA, 92663 
(714)646-3217 

"NATIONAL PARKS: 
MORE THAN JUST PLACES" 

slide/tape show 

*A 20-minute educational program 
about America's national park system 
and threats to the parks. 
*Great for high school, college, com
munity, and conservation groups. 
* Available from NPCA. 
Contact: NPCA, Slide Program Coordi
nator, 1701 18th St., NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20009. 

QUESTERS 
The world through 

nature tours. 
Travel with a purpose. 

Search out plants and animals, birds and 
flowers. Explore rain lorests. mountains and 
tundra, seashores, lakes and swamps. With 
Ouesters you have ample time to photograph, 
absorb, reflect. Your guide is a naturalist, tour 
parties are small, accommodations first-class. 

Our current Directory of Worldwide Nature 
Tours describes tours to: In the Americas— 
Okefenokee. Alaska. Hawaii, Canadian Rock
ies, Churchill, Mexico. Amazon. Patagonia. 
Galapagos, Peru. In Asia Nepal. Bhutan, Sri 
Lanka. Japan In Australasia New Zealand. 
Australia, Papua New Guinea. In Africa— 
Madagascar. Mauritius, Kenya. In Europe---
Iceland. Greece. Ireland. Switzerland, Scot
land 

Learn and discover with Ouesters. Write or 
call today for your free copy of the Directory of 
Worldwide Nature Tours. 

QUESTERS 
W o r l d w i d e N a t u r e T o u r s 

Dept. N P C , 257 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10010 • (212) 673-3120 



Photo Tip&_ 
Architectural Photography 

by Jack E. Boucher 

Jack E. Boucher has specialized in 
architectural photography since joining 
the National Park Service s Historic 
American Buildings Survey in 1958. 
He has photographed 162 NPS areas; 
and his awards include the Annual 
Medal of the American Institute of 
Architects. 

Architectural photography can be 
wonderfully satisfying to the photo 
amateur. To attain the best images, 
you must keep three factors in mind: 
the quality of the equipment—cam
era, lenses, and tripods; knowledge 
of the architectural subject; and the 
quality of the darkroom work. 

Like the nature photographer, the 
photographer of architecture de
pends on the sun to provide just the 
right sort of natural light. But the 
architectural photographer must also 
contend with trees, utility poles, 
electrical wires, even other buildings 
that may obstruct a clear view of the 
subject. 

Suppose you are taking a picture 
of a historic home. The building is 
three stories tall, faces west, and has 
a sloping, A-shaped roof. You begin 
in the late afternoon because that is 
when the sun will be raking across 
the facade. 

If you are recording the house for 
posterity, medium-speed black-and-
white film (ASA 400 or less) is best 
because, when properly processed, it 
will achieve the greatest archival 
stability. By comparison, color films, 
which are composed of light-sensi
tive dyes, fade rapidly if you plan to 
use the transparency frequently or if 
it is stored in an uncontrolled envi
ronment. If you want to use color, be 
sure to use transparency (slide) film 
and not negative color film. 

You may want to fit your camera 
with a lens that corrects perspective. 
If it is a 35mm camera, the lens 
should have a focal length of 35mm. 
I also fit the viewfinder with an 
architectural screen—a glass ruled in 
a grid pattern—and add a center-
bubble level to the "shoe" atop the 
camera. The perspective-correction 

lens, the bubble level, and a sturdy 
tripod all help to frame the true con
formation of a building. You don't 
want the house to resemble the 
Tower of Pisa—unless, of course, the 
house does lean. 

Now pick a camera station suffi
ciently removed from the facade so 
that you can include the entire 
house in the picture with yard in the 
foreground, a good deal of sky over 
the roof, and some elbow room on 
each side of the house. Ask the 
owner if you can hide the trash, 
lawnmower, bicycles, hose—and the 
dog. 

Next fit a yellow filter to the lens 
(a K-2 is fine), calculate the expo
sure, focus, and trip the shutter with 
a cable release. A second exposure is 
useful only if you doubt your meter. 

All of this takes time, especially 
when errant clouds materialize to 
hide the sun just as you are pressing 
the cable release. But taking your 
time is a key to successful architec
tural photography. 

Another perspective you could 
shoot is the front of the house plus a 
raking view of the side. Use a tree to 
frame the picture, but don't let it 
conceal any portion of the architec
ture, especially chimneys. However, 
you might want to obscure the TV 
antenna. 

If you are shooting a tall building, 
you can minimize a distorted per
spective by picking a camera station 
that is above ground level, such as 
the middle floor of a building across 
the street. Also, be sure your van
tage point does not make an A-
shaped roof disappear or look flat. 
Extreme wide-angle lenses and a 
close camera position can create this 
sort of problem. 

Other important views might in
clude the rear of the house and any 
dependencies such as carriage 
houses, ice houses, barns, gazebos, 
and privies. Be sure to include any 
feature that can be considered a 
trademark of the architect who de
signed the house. 

Document the details. Photo
graphs of windows, brick and wood
work, shoe-scrapers, and entrances 
can be quite striking. If a porch roof 
shadows the entrance, use a flash fill 
without changing the exposure cal
culated for the photograph. 

Interior details such as balus
trades, fireplaces, and ceiling medal
lions can be important, too. When 
making interior photos, I use natural 
light and decrease shadow areas 
with an off-the-camera flash and/or 
flood lamps. 

RFL2 reflector flood lamps, rated 
at 500 watts each, are great but have 
a short lifespan. Quartz lights are 
more expensive and fragile when lit, 
but they last much longer. If you use 
floods, use no more than three be
cause otherwise you may trip circuit 
breakers or blow fuses and may en
danger house wiring—especially in 
an old historic building. 

Remember, the expensive view 
camera was designed for architec
tural photography, the 35mm and 
other small-format cameras were 
not. You've got to work harder to 
maximize the quality of your results. 
You can't "snap-shoot." 

Finally, be sure to make a record 
of each view immediately after you 
take it. Knowing the precise location 
of facades and features is important. 
Is the fireplace on the east wall of 
the southwest corner, first floor 
room? Is the view from the south or 
southwest? Be certain to identify the 
structure and its location in detail. 

And good shooting. 
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In Celebration of the Smokies 
Winners of the Great Smoky Mountains 

50th Anniversary photo contest 
praise the park in portraiture 

Grand Prize 
Sunrise at Mount LeConte 

Richard C. Burns 
Three Rivers, California 

First Prize—Park Activity-
Michael Kesselring 

Bryson City, North Carolina 

9 



11 NATIONAL PARKS '_ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1984 

First Prize—Park Animals 
C.A. Basse ft 

Knoxville, Tennessee 

First Prize—History 
Martin H. Hornung 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

First Prize—Plants 
Emily Johnson 

Export, Pennsylvania 

10 

First Prize 
Park Scenery 

Jenet Meade 
Annandale, Virginia 





To Let: 

Buildings with a Past 
Rather than allow unfunded park buildings to crumble, 
the Park Service is leasing selected historic structures, 
by Mary Maruca 

Rent an airplane hangar from 
k. the National Park Service? 

It's possible. How about a light
house? That's possible, too. Historic 
park structures of every size, shape, 
and function may be available for 
private or commercial use in the near 
future. 

Private leasing of park buildings 
does not mean the National Park 
Service (NPS) has abandoned its cul
tural resource responsibilities for 
buildings of primary importance to 
the historic scene. Rather, the NPS 
has assumed a new responsibility. In 
December 1980, Congress approved 
a program that is beginning to reach 
fruition. The program allows the 
NPS to lease historic properties of 
secondary importance and use the 
proceeds to maintain, repair, or oth
erwise preserve the structures' his
toric qualities. 

This piece of legislation represents 
an important breakthrough for the 
NPS. Philosophically, it means that 
the federal caretaker of our cultural 
resources no longer faces the prob
lem of managing its many properties 
alone. Practically, the program can 
protect and preserve hundreds of 
park properties that may not be of 
primary importance to a given park, 
but do contribute to the historical 
scene. This solution far surpasses the 
alternative: allowing these historic 
structures to deteriorate as boarded-
up ruins. 

Parks in the ten NPS regions con

tain a variety of interesting old struc
tures with beautiful facades and inte
riors from every period of our 
nation's history. Too important to 
neglect or demolish, the structures of 
secondary interest are also too ex
pensive to maintain. Sometimes a 
roof is patched or a wall replastered, 
but such scanty preservation does 
not keep pace with the detrimental 
effects of weathering and lack of use. 

An unoccupied structure deterio
rates more quickly than an occupied 
one. With no residents to care for 
these buildings, plant seedlings take 
hold in wall chinks. A first cycle of 
weedy growth breaks down mortar. 
A second cycle may produce an un-
derstory of shrubs. Eventually, trees 
move in. Old military earthworks 
have been obscured completely by 
such invasions. 

Vandals, too, have demolished 
graceful but unoccupied historic 
properties. These empty buildings 
attract the nimble fingers of those 
who admire intricate cornices or tra
ditional wainscoting. Little by little, 
the best features of a property van
ish, to reappear in private collec
tions. One home in Skagway, 
Alaska, suffered this kind of treat
ment until so little historical mate
rial remained that the NPS no longer 
had an interest in protecting the 
building: 

Unoccupied historic buildings 
have even attracted arsonists. In Oc
tober 1981 an arson-caused fire de-

Above: The Fire Island Lighthouse, 
active until 1973, will become a radio 
station. Left: The Kennedy-Supplee 
Mansion is for lease because it does not 
fit the theme of Valley Forge National 
Historical Park. 

stroyed 256-year-old Marshall Hall, 
an NPS-owned mansion in Mary
land. 

Even when parks stretch ailing 
budgets to cover building mainte
nance, only minimal preservation 
can be accomplished. If stucco crum
bles, total replacement is impossible, 
given the expense. Instead, the NPS 
must opt for makeshift measures to 
keep the property intact another 
year. With current policies and 
guidelines, however, monies from 
leased properties can be used spe
cifically to restore and preserve Na
tional Register properties. Such was 
not always the case. 

Ninety years ago, Chickamauga 
and Chattanooga National Military 
Park in Georgia received permission 
to lease parklands for agricultural 
purposes. The proceeds served to re
pair park roads and care for the park. 
Under legislation signed August 5, 
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Above: This field stone house was 
built in 1810 by Capt. Jacob Shoe
maker, whose family fought in the 
Revolutionary War. Right: The Zion 
Evangelical Lutheran Church housed a 
congregation from 1851 to 1970. 

1892, the park was allowed to keep 
the income from lands it leased out 
for farming. 

Since that time, other legislation 
has authorized individual parks to 
lease land and structures, and to re
tain the proceeds. Examples include 
Gettysburg, Independence, and 
Golden Gate. More typically, park 
revenues from leasing were depos
ited in the U.S. Treasury's general 
fund—unavailable for use by the 
parks that generated the funds. 

The present leasing program 
emerged from the Chickamauga-
Chat tanooga program and from 
other precedents, including an inter
nal NPS report. Finalized in 1980, 
the Battle Task Force Report on 
Adaptive Use recognized the strain 
thousands of unoccupied structures 
placed on the maintenance capabili
ties of the NPS. To help keep them 
from crumbling, the report proposed 
using these historic structures in 
new ways. 

The NPS reasoned that interiors 
could serve a variety of needs, while 

facades could be maintained to pre
serve the historic scene. The First 
Bank of the United States at Inde
pendence National Historical Park, 
Pennsylvania, became an early ex
ample of adaptive use. Its vacant in
terior provided office space for NPS 
operations, while its exterior re
mained part of the historic scene. 

Adaptive use offered a positive al
ternative to rotting floorboards and 
leaking roofs. The solitary chink in 
the program was the absence of a 
financial bedrock. In most cases, 
money from rental properties still 
went directly to the U.S. Treasury, 
while parks continued to struggle for 
historic preservation funds. 

In addition to proposing adaptive 
uses, the Battle Report suggested re
turning leasing revenues to the 
parks. Such thinking prompted an 
amendment to the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. Supported 
by Congressman John F. Seiberling 
of O h i o and signed by President 
Carter, Section III became law on 
December 12, 1980. As a result, the 
NPS and other federal agencies 
could retain the proceeds from 
leased National Register proper
ties—a positive step, everyone 
agreed, but not a final one. 

The NPS next had to figure out 
how to manage a servicewide leasing 
program, determine eligible proper
ties, and negotiate terms and condi
tions for leasing. Congressionally 
approved regulations and NPS 
guidelines were drawn up to protect 
the historic structures and to inform 
prospective lessees as to the proper 
management of these structures. 
Beneficial partnerships between the 
federal government and private indi
viduals or groups seemed imminent; 
and the NPS began to identify 
buildings eligible for leasing. 

The selection procedure was 
tough and thorough. To qualify for 
the leasing program, a structure had 
to exhibit historic significance wi th
out contributing in any large way to 
park interpretation. The unused 164-

foot l ighthouse on Fire Island in 
New York; the bathhouses at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas; and the old Gold 
Rush storefronts at Klondike Gold 
Rush National Historical Park in 
Skagway, Alaska, all fit these quali
fications perfectly. 

The Fire Island lighthouse once 
warned New York-bound vessels of 
treacherous offshore shoals. Then, in 
1973, an automated strobe light was 
placed in a nearby structure, thus 
assuming the l ighthouse's function. 
Unused and overlooked, the light
house was a perfect candidate for 
the leasing program. Bringing the 
structure back to life required sweat, 
know-how, dedication, and the ef
forts of a local preservation group. 

Stucco coating on the tower had 
been dropping off in chunks. Re
moving the stucco and replacing it 
with fiberglass required extensive 
scaffolding—and money up front. 
So the NPS advertised its "Tall, Thin 
Space to Let" in a February 1983 is 
sue of the New York Time*. Seveial 
parties, including a radio station, ap
plied. 

The Manhat tan radio station pro
posed to use 200 square feet of the 
lighthouse keeper's quarters in the 
basement to set up a transmitter. 
They also planned to attach an an
tenna to the railing at the top of the 
lighthouse. Except for these changes, 
the structure would remain unal
tered. 

As a lessee, the radio station 
seemed particularly appealing. Its 
proposed alterations would not in
terfere with the lighthouse's historic 
integrity. Also, by offering money 
up front, the station allowed the lo 
cal Fire Island Preservation Society 
and the NPS to preserve the light
house immediately. At present, the 
station awaits Federal Communica
tions Commission (FCC) approval 
before signing the lease. 

The Piper House at Antietam Na 
tional Battlefield offers another ex
ample of innovative use. A two-
story frame clapboard, Piper House 
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stands on an open slope clearly visi
ble from the highway. Being close to 
Bloody Lane—the Confederate line 
on September 17, 1862—the farm
house figured in this Civil War bat
tle. Although the building lacks 
heat, water, and adequate plumbing, 
Wal developers have expressed in
terest in transforming it into a "bed 
and breakfast" inn. In exchange for 
nominal rent, the lessees have agreed 
to cover the expense of rehabilitat
ing the old farmhouse. 

When NPS Director Russell 
Dickenson made leasing historic 
properties a priority, the goal was to 
l«Mse 100 properties by September 
1°85. A variety of park structures in 
all regions of the country now swell 
the list. Some are being considered 
for law offices, others for restau
rants, still others for private homes. 

The Kennedy-Supplee Mansion, 
within Valley Forge National His
torical Park, is typical of the build
ings on the leasing list. Built in the 
Italian Villa style in 1852 by the 
prosperous son of a limestone quar
rying entrepreneur, the mansion's 
interior displays exquisite examples 
of Egyptian Revival architecture. 
However, the building lacks a direct 
relationship to the park theme—the 
Revolutionary War encampment of 
1777-1778—and is part of the park's 
leasing program. 

Although they are not as visually 
dramatic as the Kennedy Mansion, 
the Fort Barry quartermaster store
house, ordnance storehouse, and ar
tillery engineering storehouse—all 
part of Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area—are also available 
for lease. Dating from 1907, these 
historic buildings represent a portion 
of the seacoast defense network 
around San Francisco harbor. 

Leases for historic park structures 
fall into one of two categories: nego
tiated or advertised. An advertised 
lease simply means the highest bid
der assumes the property—without 
alteration—for the terms of the 
lease. A negotiated lease, the type 

most often used, is drawn up if the 
lessee is going to invest significantly 
in the building. 

In the latter case, the lessee devel
ops a technical proposal itemizing 
necessary alterations, and submits 
the proposal to the NPS. Negotia
tions with the NPS then determine 
what the lessee can and cannot do to 
the building. Once the list of alter
ations has been worked out, either 
the NPS or the renter can take 
charge of carrying out these changes. 
If the renter assumes responsibility, 
a government architect usually su
pervises the work. 

The renter's advantage here may 
come in the form of tax incentives. 
Depending on the amount of money 
invested in rehabilitation and on the 
length of the lease, lessees may re
ceive federal returns on their invest
ment at tax time. Ordinarily, tax
payers who rent National Register 
properties for a minimum of fifteen 
years and instigate rehabilitation 
qualify for a 25 percent investment 
tax credit. If, however, a lessee is 

uninterested in tax credits, the NPS 
will administer repairs—as in the 
case of the Fire Island lighthouse. 

For the present, leasing seems to 
answer a variety of NPS dilemmas. 
The false-front Gold Rush stores in 
Skagway, Alaska; airplane hangars 
at Floyd Bennett Field in Gateway 
National Recreation Area within 
New York City limits; Randall 
Ranch at Point Reyes in California— 
each of these properties figures high 
in future leasing plans. 

Robert Frost once wrote "good 
fences make good neighbors." But in 
today's economic environment, the 
barriers are coming down. The NPS 
needs good tenants as well as good 
neighbors. In the long run, it is up to 
these friends of historic preservation 
to give time-honored buildings a 
new lease on life. 

Mary Maruca, a writer/editor for the 
National Park Service s Cultural Re
sources Division, last wrote on Freder
ick Olmsted s landscape designs for 
National Parks. 
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Playgrounds or Preserves 

Park Tourism as Big Business 

N ational parks are the most 
visited, most popular, and 

most loved tourist destinations in 
America. The very popularity of the 
parks, however, could prove to be 
their downfall. 

Ironically, the number of visitors 
interferes with appreciation of those 
special qualities that attract visitors 
to the parks in the first place. And 
the overcrowding gets worse each 
year. Congestion, noise, and the in
trusion of our mechanistic society 
are degrading the natural and his
torical resources of the parks. 

The national parks were designed 
for use by the people, not for an elite 
aristocracy or for scientific study 
alone. Access to parks is a hallmark 
of American democracy, still envied 
elsewhere in the world. But as our 
population grows and the national 
parks become increasingly popular, 
tourism must be reviewed, under
stood, and dealt with responsibly. 

In the early days, Stephen T 
Mather, as the first director of the 
National Park Service, persuaded the 
western railroads to help advertise 
the parks, and in some locations to 
provide overnight accommodations 
for park visitors. He used the trans
portation and tourist industries to 
build a constituency in order to win 
friends and influence Congress on 
behalf of the parks. Yet those days 
following World War I were simpler 
times, when population and technol
ogy were still in scale with the 
American landscape and the tourism 
industry was just beginning. 

Since World War II, however, all 
that has changed. Population and 
technology have grown enor
mously—and so too has the com
mercialization of tourism. But if the 
profit motive is allowed to domi
nate, the beauty and sense of history 
our parks preserve will be lost. 

"I have watched through the years 
as the national park so desperately 

opposed by many residents became 
a gold mine in which they have been 
busily digging ever since." So de
clared conservationist and humanist 
Margaret Murie at a public hearing 
in Jackson, Wyoming, on the pro
posed enlargement of the airport in 
Grand Teton National Park. 

"I have seen the unbelievable lack 
of town or county planning," she 
continued. "I have seen the greed 
grow, too, until now it seems that 
the beauty and peace of the most 
enchanting valley in the world is a 
thing to be exploited so that a few 
may profit financially—profit from a 
treasure that belongs to the entire 
nation." 

The commercialization of tourism 
sometimes evokes honkytonk in-

Sheer numbers can transform 
the most glorious wilderness 

into an outdoor slum. 

stead of heritage. Years ago 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee, was truly a 
complementary gateway to Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park, 
with a few well-designed hotels and 
motels. The natural marvels of the 
Smokies remain the principal attrac
tion, but now the approach roads are 
lined with unrelated tourist attrac
tions, the result of years of careless 
planning and lax regulation. 

In one sense, this entertainment 
development takes pressure off the 
park. But dramatic eyesores, such as 
the Sheraton-Gatlinburg Hotel, de
tract from the visitor's experience of 
the Smokies. This fifteen-story, 
white mausoleum sits perched above 
the town, flush against the park 
boundary. Today there is no escap
ing the view of the Sheraton, 

whether from hiking trails or from 
the valleys below. 

Elsewhere in the country, the 
most cherished national battlefield 
parks—Gettysburg, Antietam, Ma
nassas, Fredricksburg, Chattanooga, 
and Vicksburg—all have been tar
nished by gas stations, taverns, and 
souvenir stands. Subdivisions en
croach from surrounding lands and 
are sprinkled throughout private 
inholdings within the parks. 

The most glaring example of these 
eyesores is the 307-foot-high com
mercial tourist tower dominating the 
scene of Lincoln's Gettysburg Ad
dress. The tower distracts the eye so 
thoroughly that a sense of the trag
edy of the battle fought there—and 
Lincoln's eloquence—is lost. 

The syndrome of commercializa
tion has spread across the continent. 
For instance, a lake or a valley may 
seem appealingly pristine with only 
ten people present. It may retain 
most of that appeal with 50 or even 
250. But at some point sheer num
bers transform even the most glori
ous wilderness into an outdoor slum. 

Yellowstone, our country's "flag
ship park," should be the shining 
example of things done right. In
stead, it embodies things gone 
wrong and the principle that parks 
must accommodate politics, busi
ness, and all the other demands 
placed upon them, however inap
propriate. It is this notion that has 
brought to Yellowstone its affliction 
of litter, defacement, crime, erosion, 
and harassment of wildlife. 

In the 1960s, Canyon Village was 
implanted in the heart of Yellow
stone's wild country. Hot springs 
and geysers along the loop road have 
been destroyed, and the Old Faithful 
viewing area is now graced with a 
highway overpass that pollutes the 
air with automobile exhaust. Tens of 
thousands of visitors compact the 
surrounding earth, oblivious to the 
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Essay by Michael Frome 

subterranean cannonading of the 
great geyser. 

The idea of these special places is 
to escape from our daily world and 
enter landscapes that open our eyes 
to nature and history. National 
parks are sanctuaries set aside to 
show the best of America to Ameri
cans and to visitors from all parts of 
the world. 

Former Secretary of the Interior 
Walter J. Hickel demonstrated his 
understanding of the relation be
tween preservation and appropriate 
use in declaring, "All Americans are 
entitled to their fair share of outdoor 
recreation. At the same time, we 
need to protect more wilderness 
against the inroads of injurious 
development and overuse—not to 
keep people out, but to ensure there 
will always be a lasting supply of 
wilderness for future generations." 

Each park needs a deliberate de
sign to preserve the fundamental 
values of its natural ecosystem and 
historic integrity. Otherwise, the in
roads of cumulative damage are in
evitable. Piece by piece, historical 
landscapes are supplanted by visitor 
centers, and hiking trails by paved 
roads. Inch-by-inch losses have been 
accepted because they seem incon
sequential, but they add up to the 
loss of values that can never be re
placed. 

The types of tourist activities 
sanctioned in national parks should 
be part of a well-thought-out plan. 
We need to accommodate the needs 
of park visitors in such a way that 
many will be served without de
tracting from park resources. 

Unfortunately, more and more 
tourists have turned toward using 
helicopters and planes for sightsee
ing in national parks. The Grand 
Canyon stands out as an example of 
a park where airborne travel fur
nishes instant, antiseptic wilderness 
at a price, while jarring the experi

ence of those endeavoring to meet 
and appreciate the canyon on its 
own terms. 

When a person enters a machine, 
he relegates himself to becoming a 
cog in the machinery. He detracts 
from nature and natural recreation, 
rather than contributing to them. 
More to the point, one helicopter 
can dramatically alter the experience 
of hundreds of visitors while serving 
only a few. 

I look to responsible leaders in the 
tourism industry to join in saving 
the national parks. Joseph E 
Slattery, a St. Louis travel agent, 
warns his colleagues, "We are head
ing down the road to placelessness, 
that deplorable condition of medioc
rity and commonplace experience 

The commercialization of 
tourism can evoke honkytonk 

instead of heritage. 

where all places resemble one an
other. 

"Unless we are able to view tour
ism from a philosophical perspec
tive, to understand our goals and the 
means by which to achieve them, 
mass tourism will continue to de
prive the world of its previous re
sources and physical and cultural di
versity." 

Such a prospect clearly is not in 
the best interest of an ethical—or 
profitable—tourist industry. Arthur 
Tauck, whose firm, Tauck Tours, 
has operated quality tours to na
tional parks for many years, says, 
"Yes, the environmental groups 
worry us with their criticism and 
proposals to eliminate facilities. Yet I 
understand their viewpoint. 

"I was recently at the Grand Can

yon and was amazed at how things 
have grown. Traffic was backed up 
as late as 11 p.m. People were all 
over the place. At the Havasupai 
Reservation, supposedly one of the 
remote areas of the Grand Canyon, 
commercialism has taken over the 
Indian way of life." 

Robert Giersdorf, whom I have 
long known and admired, operates 
the concession in Glacier Bay Na
tional Park as part of his extensive 
tourism activities in Alaska and else
where. He sees the concessioners as 
bearing the responsibility to deliver 
value and a quality experience. 
Moreover, as he declares, "National 
parks must be properly funded and 
managed—for the future of the in
dustry, as well as of the nation." 

I like to think these expressions 
give reason to hope, reason to invite 
support from business people and 
concessioners for critically needed 
park programs: funding for guided 
walks and campfire lectures; funding 
for protection of resources and man
agement of ecosystems; funding for 
land acquisition; support for the 
establishment of vast quiet zones 
free of motorized vehicles and for a 
strengthened Clean Air Act to pro
tect park and wilderness vistas. 

The enterprising entrepreneur un
derstandably follows his instinct to 
maximize profits. Public demand 
can, however, keep business on 
track. Thoughtful Americans can 
demonstrate a constructive influence 
against commercial blight. By doing 
so, we preserve our national parks as 
they were intended—as emblems of 
a national ethic and of self-respect. 

Michael Frome's newest hook, Prom
ised Land—Adventures and Encoun
ters in Wild America, will he pub
lished in the spring. A past president 
of the Society of American Travel 
Writers, he has long been interested in 
tourism as well as conservation. 
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REDWOOD^ 
RENAISSANCE 

Nature and the NPS 
have joined'forces 

to reforest slopes and 
heal logging scars 

at Redwood National Park, 
by Russell D. Butcher 



/ f s we flew low over the length of 
. / J . Redwood Creek Valley, a vast, 
dark green swath of virgin redwood 
forest flowed beneath us. "Down 
there's our last best chance for a 
Redwood National Park," said my 
guide. 

A few days later we joined the 
National Park Service's (NPS) red
wood region survey team on a drive 
into this spectacular area of north
west California to view the world's 
tallest living thing, a 367-foot red
wood. We followed timber company 
roads through a section of the lower 
valley that had already been logged, 
directly across Redwood Creek from 
the Tall Tree Grove. 

As we waded through the creek's 
cool, clear waters, nothing could 
have more graphically symbolized to 
us the struggle to save the redwoods 
than this juxtaposition of logging-
ravaged land on one side of the creek 
and the great wall of primeval forest 
bordering the other. 

That was twenty years ago. Not 
long after our visit, several leading 
environmental groups supported a 
plan to include much of the pri
vately owned Redwood Creek Val
ley within a national park. 

For half a century, under the joint 
program of Save-the-Redwoods 
League and the state of California, 
activists had pushed for protection 
of major acreages of the redwood 
forest. Their efforts had resulted in 
some 27,000 acres being protected in 
three major state parks. In 1968, re
sponding to a national outpouring of 
sentiment for saving even more vir
gin-growth redwoods, Congress es
tablished Redwood National Park, 
whose 58,000 acres included the 
state lands. 

In the face of intense timber in
dustry lobbying, however, only part 
of the lower end of the valley's 
prime redwoods were included in 
the park. The park did protect the 
ecologically vulnerable area known 
as "the worm,"—a half-mile-wide 
and eight-mile-long strip extending 
upvalley along Redwood Creek to 
include the Tall Tree Grove. 

The 367-foot giant was now pro
tected, yet major areas of virgin for
est still remained in the hands of 
private industry. The lumber com
panies engaged in a feverish race to 

block any chance of future park ex
pansion by cutting the stately trees. 

Aggressive logging operations 
stripped great chunks of forest im
mediately upslope and upstream 
from the park. The area receives 50 
to 100 inches of annual rainfall, and 
the slopes of Redwood Creek Valley 
are particularly steep, unstable, and 
easily eroded. Recalling past severe 
flood damage in other watersheds 
logged in this region, conservation
ists warned that this clearcutting and 
extensive road construction posed a 
clear danger of ecological disaster to 
the park. 

Much of this once-magnificent 
valley took on the appearance of a 
war-scarred landscape. Timber firms 
neglected to leave unlogged buffer 
strips along streams, which would 
offer at least minimal watershed 
protection. What was worse, soil, 
logging slash, and other debris were 
shoved into tributary streams. The 
valley's rate of soil erosion and silt-
ation jumped at least fourfold. 

A dramatic increase in sedimenta
tion raised the level of Redwood 
Creek's broad main channel, and 
bank erosion downstream undercut 
trees. Great quantities of sediments 
spread across alluvial flats where 
some of the largest redwoods stand. 

Once-cherished salmon and steel-
head spawning habitat in the creek 
and its many tributaries was ren
dered sterile. In light of this terrify
ing scenario, conservationists were 
compelled to seek park expansion. 

m lespite more timber industry 
t * lobbying, in 1978 Congress 
voted to enlarge the park by 48,000 
acres. By expanding its boundaries 
outward from the inadequate 
streamside strip, the park was ex
tended from ridgecrest to ridgecrest 
across the full width of the lower 
fifteen miles of the valley. 

The rationale behind this unprece
dented national park legislation was 
not only to save additional remnants 
of virgin forest. Some 36,000 acres of 
the new parklands were among 
those that had been denuded, bat
tered, and burned. The federal gov
ernment could now take direct and 
prompt remedial action toward re
versing this devastation. Parklands 
that were once jeopardized by ero-

This once-magnificent valley 
took on the appearance of a 
war-scarred landscape . . . 

Above: Portions of Redwood Creek 
Valley were clearcut of virgin-growth 
trees in 1975 and 1976. The web of 
eroded logging roads and trails shown 
here have been restored to natural 
growth by the National Park Service. 
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sion from this area could now be 
saved. 

Toward this end, Congress autho
rized a ten-to-fifteen-year expendi
ture of $33 million for watershed 
and landscape rehabilitation in the 
park. In anticipation of park expan
sion, several small, experimental 
erosion control and revegetation 
projects had been implemented 
within the park the year before. The 
infusion of new funds now launched 
a major land restoration effort by 
the National Park Service. 

W o enormous was the task that 
*̂ _y some expressed serious doubts 
about the project's potential for suc
cess. Yet, the administrators, hydrol-
ogists, geologists, plant ecologists, 
and laborers that then-superinten
dent Robert D. Barbee assembled 
took on the challenge with enthusi
asm and dedication. 

In the early stages, this team often 
struggled, by trial and error, with a 
variety of erosion control and land 
restoration techniques. The best 
methods were soon refined. 

Today, after seven years' work 
and the expenditure of about half 
the authorized funding, there are al
ready spectacular results. The zigzag 
scars of logging roads that once cut 
across meadows are now so success
fully recontoured and reseeded with 
native grasses as to be virtually un
detectable. Where tons of gravel and 
debris had been dumped to create 
stream crossings for logging haul 
roads and skid trails, tributary 
streambeds and adjacent slopes have 
been carefully restored. 

Streams have been cleared of log
ging slash that was diverting water 
flow from natural channels. Seg
ments of logging roads and trails 
that once caused serious erosion 
have been recontoured and success
fully replanted. 

Landslide stabilization, described 
by park scientists as "an extremely 
difficult and frequently unsuccessful 
undertaking," has also been aggres
sively pursued in key areas because 
"the benefits can be enormous." 
Consequently, some of the valley's 
most urgent rehabilitation needs 
have already been rectified—clearly 
confirming the wisdom of this land
mark national park program. 

20 

Above: In Redwood's Ladybird Grove virgin-growth trees still stand, while in the 
Redwood Creek Valley the Park Service is working to bring new-growth trees to 
clearcut slopes. Below left: In the summer of 1979, before restoration, a logging 
road in Bond Creek Basin crossed two perennial streams. The road eventually 
would have slumped into the stream channels and eroded downstream. Below 
right: After rehabilitation and planting by the National Park Service the same 
roadbed is practically indiscernible. Nature has been restored. 
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Nature's own healing regrowth in 
the Redwood Creek watershed is 
equally encouraging. Closer to the 
Pacific shore, where cool, summer
time fog is prevalent, redwood 
regeneration is vigorous. 

In an area where I once watched 
old-growth giants being clearcut in 
the early 1960s, there is now a 
sturdy second-growth stand. It will 
require hundreds of years, of course, 
for these new trees to reach the tre
mendous size of their predecessors. 
But one cannot help but be im
pressed with this exuberant start. 

Park staff admit that the success 
of the rehabilitation program 

depends partly on normal winter 
rainfall. Heavy rainfall and, thus, 
flooding could undo NPS accom
plishments. 

"While we think the work is 
good," says Assistant Superinten
dent Donald M. Spalding, "it really 
hasn't been tested." 

Conservationists are also con
cerned about the logging, soil ero
sion, and slope slumping currently 
occurring some twenty miles up
stream from the park. Flooding from 
that area could increase siltation and 
erosion downstream. 

Barring such catastrophic events, 
what is happening in Redwood Na
tional Park is truly a miracle of eco
logical transformation. Man's con
certed surgical efforts are combining 
with nature's healing regrowth to re
store one of the most ravaged land
scapes in America. 

The Redwood Creek experience is 
a model of watershed and landscape 
restoration that may well offer guid
ance for similar efforts elsewhere. 
While a few more years of work lie 
ahead, it is already clear that the 
dedicated National Park Service staff 
is writing the book on what, only a 
few short years ago, seemed an im
possible mission. 

For further information on this 
program or the park in general, 
write to the Superintendent, Red
wood National Park, 1111 Second 
St., Crescent City, CA 95531. 

Man's concerted surgical efforts are combining 
with nature's healing regrowth to restore 
one of the most raraged landscapes in America . . . 

Above: Before June 1980, a logging road switchbacked across the Dolason Prairie in 
Redwood Creek Valley; below: The same meadow restored. In the past few years, 
the National Park Service has restored 14,500 acres of cutover land, 85 miles of 
roads, and hundreds of stream crossings in the park. 

Russell D. Butcher is NPCA s 
Southwest/California Regional Repre
sentative. 
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BIG BEND 

Where Mountains 
Seam the Sky 

Carved by the Rio Grande, 
Big Bend National Park in Texas 
embraces the best of the sprawling 

Chihuahuan Desert, by Helen Moss 

If 
•M. I you travel deep enough into 

J southwest Texas, you come 
to a fierce and far-off land that takes 
its name from the great U-turn made 
by the Rio Grande River as it winds 
along the Mexican border. It is called 
Big Bend. 

Over the millennia the Rio 
Grande has carved a path through 
the mountains, a gigantic moat that 
entrenches Big Bend on three sides. 
Deep, steep river canyons alternate 
with narrow valleys that are walled 

in by desert mountains. So remote is 
this country and so hard to cross 
that, from the conquistadores on, 
most travelers have avoided it. 

In the heart of Big Bend country, 
at the very tip of the turn, lies Big 
Bend National Park—a natural 
showplace the size of Rhode Island 
where mountains, desert, and river 
meet. Here everything seems to be 
made of rock, crafted on a monu
mental scale. The mountains are an
gular uplifts of rock, the river is 

From microcosmic views of coryphantha flowers to macrocosmic scenes, such 
as a rainbow riding over Castolon Peak, Big Bend is filled with startling colors. 
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Along both banks of the river, a junglelike greenbelt winds its way 
across the desert and links the canyons. . . . Step away from the 
greenbelt and Big Bend becomes desert country. Here, aridity rules 
with an iron hand. 

trapped between soaring stone walls, 
and fantastic rock monoliths jut up 
from the desert hardpan. 

The views are on the same grand 
scale. Mountains, shimmering above 
the desert floor, stretch along the 
horizon. At first Big Bend may over
whelm you with its distances, its 
heights and depths. The sun is so 
strong, the silence so deep, your 
aloneness so complete. 

It looks as if nothing could live 
here. But, in fact, this least-visited 
of our large natural parks contains 
an astonishing diversity of plants 

water rolls wall to wall, and the 
walls reach up as high as 1,600 feet. 
Except for occasional sandbars and 
canebrakes, there's little room for 
plant life. But the muddy water 
teems with aquatic life: fish, turtles, 
and the countless insects and micro
bial organisms that sustain them. 

Great blue herons, spotted sand
pipers, Inca doves, and many species 
of ducks can be found in this river
ine environment. The canyon cliffs 
also give sanctuary to one of our 
rarest endangered bird species. 
Rangers at Big Bend National Park 

and animals. Some you would never 
expect to find in the desert, and 
some exist nowhere else in the 
world. 

Along the Rio Grande, Big Bend is 
canyon country. Three towering 
rock corridors lie within the park. 
Santa Elena is the most dangerous of 
the three canyons to run in a canoe 
or a rubber raft. Mariscal has the 
highest and sheerest walls, and 
Boquillas Canyon is more than 
twenty winding river miles long. 

Once you enter one of these great 
limestone vaults, the only direct pas
sage through is on the river. Brown 

and at the Rio Grande Wild and Sce
nic River have documented five ac
tive peregrine falcon eyries—possi
bly the largest concentration of 
eyries in the lower forty-eight states. 
In order to protect the peregrines, 
the National Park Service closes the 
river to motorized traffic from Janu
ary through May when the eyries 
are active. 

Along both banks of the river, a 
junglelike greenbelt winds its way 
across the desert and links the can
yons. This narrow green ribbon 
crowds the floodplain with almost 
impenetrable thickets of river cane, 

salt cedar, seep willow, and other 
water-loving plants. These thickets 
afford a welcome stopover for hun
dreds of species of birds during 
spring and fall migrations. They also 
provide year-round habitats for rac
coons, nutria, leopard frogs, and 
beavers that dig burrows in the river 
bank and feed on cottonwood and 
willow. 

Step away from the greenbelt and 
Big Bend becomes desert country. 
Here, aridity rules with an iron 
hand. Bleak and barren and mea-
gerly studded with shrubs, the 
desert stretches over the lowlands 
and climbs the lower slopes of the 
mountains. This is Chihuahuan 
Desert, the habitat of the 
lechuguilla, a sturdy bundle of nee
dle-sharp blades that grows only in 
this North American desert. 

Although they seem at the very 
edge of survival, desert plants are 
marvels of adaptation. Each species 
has evolved its own ingenious way 
to cope with heat and drought. The 
leaves of the creosote bush are 
coated with resin to protect the 
shrub from moisture loss. The ocoti-
llo copes by sprouting leaves only 
when it rains and dropping them as 
soon as the weather becomes dry. 

Cactuses don't even grow leaves. 
The various mounds, nobs, pads, 
sticks, and heads that form strange 
cactus shapes are actually stems that 
have evolved into highly efficient 
moisture containers. Like most 
desert shrubs, cactuses protect them
selves with cleverly shaped thorns 
and spines; and to attract pollinators 
during their brief flowering period, 
they bloom in a brilliant rainbow of 
colors. 

Because of a growing interest in 
cactuses, during the past five years 
cactus rustling has grown at an 
alarming rate throughout Big Bend. 
Increasingly, desert plants are sought 
by nurseries, landscapers, and pri-
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vate collectors; and the park is so 
vast and so thinly populated that 
cactus poaching is relatively easy. 
Lonely backcountry roads make Big 
Bend especially vulnerable to poach
ing on the park's west, north, and 
east sides. 

A different kind of pressure comes 
from south of the border. Recent 
months have seen a marked rise in 
incidents involving illegal aliens and 
drug traffic in and near the park. 

The problems stem from s tepped-up 
pressure against these activities both 
upriver and down. Remoteness and 
isolation—the very factors that once 
kept people ou t—now make Big 
Bend attractive to interlopers. 

As the desert climbs into the foot
hills, the scene grows less arid, and 
desert shrubs gradually give way to 
desert grasses. Grey-green, buff, and 
blueish bunch grasses, which grow 
in separate clumps, are the main-

Opposite: The century plant actually blooms in 25 to 50 years; and these flowers 
mark the end of the plant's life. Above: Where desert meets the Rio Grande in 
Boquillas Canyon, a green riverine habitat forms, which attracts migrating birds. 

stays of these grasslands; although 
the type of grass cover, its color, and 
its density change with elevation. 

Years ago, in the early part of the 
century, Tornillo Flat grew so lush 
that the grasses were machine-
mowed to provide feed for cattle. 
Later, cattle overgrazed this and 
other areas of what was to become 
Big Bend National Park, stripping 
most of the grasslands down to bare 
ground. Since the park was estab
lished in 1944, however, many na
tive grasses have made a comeback. 
At higher elevations in the park they 
are as plentiful as ever. 
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Big Bend's grasslands are also 
home to tree-sized giant daggers— 
one of the park's six species of 
yucca—which bloom at Easter time. 
And all summer long cenezia shrubs 
paint the foothills purple. Sotol 
sends up its brushy, green-and-
white-flowered bloomstalk every 
year, while the "century p lant" or 
mescal floats platters of golden 
flowers just once in its lifetime. 

Both sotol and mescal produced 
foods important to Big Bend's pre
historic and historic tribal peoples. 
Today you can still see rock-lined 
pits where Indians roasted sotol 

hearts much as modern Texans roast 
beef. Soot-blackened rock shelters, 
pictographs, and e lbow-deep mortar 
holes mark many Indian campsites, 
but much work must still be done to 
survey and document the park 's ar-
cheological treasures. They are irre
placeable, yet they face the same 
dangers as our desert plants—van
dalism and removal. 

Some grassland animals have 
staged a comeback along with the 

grasses—the yellow-nosed cotton 
rat, for example. Because of the 
abundance of plants and small prey 
animals in the grasslands, most of 
Big Bend's largest mammals make 
their homes in that area of the na
tional park. 

You might see a mule deer quietly 
chomping a sotol bloomstalk, meet a 
pair of peccaries on their way to wa
ter, catch a coyote in your car head
lights. Big Bend coyotes find the 

Above: A Lucifer hummingbird makes a meal from red penstemon in the Chisos 
Mountain Basin. Opposite: Coyotes are common throughout the country; but the 
lechuguilla plant (foreground) grows only in the Chihuahuan Desert. 
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Waterholes support such unlikely desert dwellers as columbine, tree 
frogs, and hummingbirds. . . . You might see a mule deer quietly 
chomping a sotol bloomstalk, meet a pair of peccaries on their way 
to water, catch a coyote in your car headlights. 

hunting so good that they grow as 
large as shepherd dogs. 

All big mammals drink at least 
once a day. They frequent the grass
lands because most of the national 
park's springs rise in or near that 
area of Big Bend. These waterholes 
create their own moist microenvi-
ronments; and you can find such un
likely desert dwellers as columbine, 
stream orchids, tree frogs, and 
hummingbirds. 

Canyons, desert, and grasslands 
all contribute to the total picture of 
the park. Primarily, though, Big 
Bend is mountain country; and, in 
the park, the Chisos Mountains are 
the main range. Everywhere you 
look you see mountains—flattopped 
and razorbacked, domed and square-
cut, or crenellated like the walls of a 
crusader castle. 

These are desert mountains, bare 
at the bottom, wooded near the top. 
Just as desert shrubs give way to 
grasses, so the higher grasslands are 
invaded by trees. Year by year the 
skirmish line between grasslands 
and woodlands changes, creeping 
uphill or down according to climate 
conditions. 

The majority of trees that clothe 
the mountain canyons above 5,000 
feet are pifion, juniper, and oak. But 
farther up, the high mountain can
yons hold pockets of true Rocky 
Mountain-type forest, including 
big-tooth maple, Arizona cypress, 
Douglas fir, ponderosa pine, and 
quaking aspen. Big Bend's big trees 
are relicts of a long-gone colder 
clime, when glaciers covered much 
of North America. 

Like every other habitat, the 
woodlands harbor their own special 
animals. For instance, the Sierra del 
Carmen whitetail, a small but val
iant species of deer, lives only in a 
few of Big Bend's mountains and in 
ranges just across the border in 
Mexico. 

As a species, the whitetails be
came isolated when the desert began 
to take over this area some 10,000 
years ago, driving the deer as well as 
the trees farther into the mountains. 
Today's survivors are confined to 
their high woodlands as if on islands 
in a dry sea of desert. 

As it happens, whitetails are a fa
vorite food of the region's mountain 
lions. Hiking up a forested canyon, 
you may come upon a mountain lion 
scrape so fresh that the flies are still 
buzzing on it. Big Bend's cougars are 
loners who travel tremendous dis-

big-walled canyons or head into the 
backcountry to discover unpeopled 
mountain canyons. But, because of 
its size, its inaccessibility, and its po
sition along an international border, 
Big Bend poses special problems for 
NPS personnel. 

How to patrol 1,106 square miles 
of mountainous desert and rock-
bound riverine corridors, how to 
protect the grasses, the many varie
ties of cactus, the peregrine, the rel
ics of prehistoric peoples? 

From the mountains you can look 
down on the vast country that is Big 

tances; and these plate-sized scrapes 
serve as their calling cards. Recently, 
rangers have noticed an increase in 
lion sightings in the park; and a lion-
collaring program is under way so 
that more can be learned about their 
traits and travels. 

Very few people actually spot 
them, but knowing that Big Bend is 
wild enough to attract and hide cou
gars in its vast expanses is enough to 
give your nerve endings mild jolts of 
nervous pleasure. 

The very remoteness of this park 
attracts people who want to float 
down the Rio Grande through silent, 

Bend National Park and see the 
grand design, how each environment 
melds into the next and how all the 
separate designs interlock. These 
dry, harsh spaces have given rise to 
tenacious life, from cactuses and 
grama grasses to jackrabbits, bob
cats, and peregrine falcons. And each 
species is dependent on a careful 
environmental balance in order to 
survive. 

Freelance writer Helen Moss has writ
ten extensively on Big Bend and has 
made the territory her own. She now 
lives in Walpole, New York. 
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Discord at the Borderlands 
Grazing, poaching, and 

drug smuggling are among 
the problems facing the staff 
at Big Bend National Park, 

by Robert Pierce 

Between the desert floor and the high 
mountains of Big Bend country lie vast 
grasslands in which bunch grasses and 
elephant tusk grow. 

F rom the top of Emory Peak, the 
highest peak in Big Bend National 
Park, the view reveals an extraordi
narily remote, unpopulated land
scape with lush, diverse plant life 
extending across the desert floor. 
Nowhere else in the lower forty-
eight states can a park visitor find 
such a wealth of undisturbed desert 
wilderness. 

Flanked by Mexico on the east, 
west, and south, Big Bend stands in 
sharp contrast to the barren border
lands across the Rio Grande because 
the park has been protected from 
exploitation for nearly forty years. 
Unfortunately, the very combination 
of remote location and lush natural 
resources makes park lands fertile 
ground for all kinds of human en
croachment and illegal activities. 
Grazing, poaching , and drug smug
gling are among the unusual prob
lems faced by the staff of this border 
park. 

Perhaps the most serious of the 
management problems facing Big 
Bend is the poaching of plant and 
animal life. Although native animals 
can be reintroduced, plant poaching 
can change the desert ecology irrev
ocably. Experts say it is virtually im
possible for a plant population to 
reestablish itself in the fragile desert 
ecosystem once sufficient numbers 
of individual plants have been re
moved. 

The big draw for plant poachers in 
the park is cactus. Much of the 
southwestern United States has ex
perienced an epidemic of cactus 
theft, and Big Bend is no exception. 
As other areas become denuded of 
this prickly desert inhabitant, 
poachers search out national park 
lands, where protections have al
lowed the plants to thrive un
touched. 

Park rangers say areas of Big Bend 
have been stripped of certain popu
lar species. Souvenir hunters will 
unroot a few cactuses along park 

roads; backcountry profiteers carry 
out thousands on the backs of pack 
mules. A recent article in a plant 
trade journal documented the di
mensions of the problem: "On down 
the road [just outside of the park] 
was the most disgusting sight. . . . In 
a flat area behind a small grocery lay 
enormous loads of collected [cactus] 
plants, all freshly dug and in flower. 
They could have easily been un
loaded by a dump truck, such was 
the quantity of them." 

As the cactus plants change hands 
from the backcountry harvester to 
the middleman and on to the re
tailer, their worth increases from a 
few cents each to dollars. Thousands 
rot before they ever reach the retail 
market. The greed of a few illicit 
traders translates into a staggering 
loss to the American people and fu
ture generations, as entire natural 
ecosystems are permanently imbal-
anced. 

Big Bend's wildlife populations 
suffer from similar pressures. Large 
wildlife populations remain within 
the park's protected habitat while 
adjacent lands have been over-
hunted and overtrapped. Those ani
mals that do stray outside the park's 
protective boundaries are fair game 
to hunters and trappers. Illegal hunt
ing and trapping on park land have 
also reduced wildlife populations in 
the area. 

Recently, U.S. Customs agents 
traced confiscated fur shipments to 
border towns immediately across the 
river from the park. Two shipments 
contained more than 200 assorted 
furs—coyote, beaver, ringtail cat, 
nutria, and others. These were con
fiscated en route to buyers on the 
United States side of the river. 

Mountain lions face particular 
pressure within the park. Texas 
wildlife authorities, seeking to in
crease deer herds on a large adjacent 
wildlife refuge, apply pressure on 
the park to allow the killing of lions 
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The problem lies in the lack of adequate staff to enforce the laws in 
such a vast, remote landscape. The staff in Big Bend is stretched to 
the limit; and it is doubtful that help will be forthcoming. 

chased from state lands into the pro
tection of the park. Park authorities 
have refused state requests to pursue 
the lions into Big Bend's confines. 
The park, however, has begun a 
study of the ranging habits of Big 
Bend's lion population. 

Big Bend's vast boundaries are al
most entirely contiguous with cattle 
ranches, on both sides of the Texas-
Mexico border. From nearly every 
side of the park, but especially along 
the Rio Grande, livestock wander 
into the park to browse on the abun
dant desert vegetation. Most of the 
adjacent rangelands have been 
heavily overgrazed for years, and the 
park's lush grasses attract under
nourished animals. Fences hardly 
deter the determined livestock. 

The Rio Grande, an unfenced 
boundary, is shallow enough to al
low crossing at most points. Recent 
aerial observations by park author i 
ties place about 1,000 domestic ani
mals within park boundaries at peak 
times. Many of these animals are re
moved by park personnel during pe
riodic roundups , but many remain 
within the park for years, causing 
cumulative damage. 

As the park grows in popularity, 
archeological vandalism within Big 
Bend is also increasing. After nearly 
10,000 years of cont inuous occupa
tion by man, from prehistoric peo
ples to later European settlers, Big 
Bend's archeological resources are as 
abundant as any in the National 
Park System. Because of theft and 
vandalism, scientists have lost im
portant records of human occupa
tion in Big Bend, and parts of the 
park's history have been lost for
ever. 

Park authorities face an even more 
pressing law enforcement problem 
along the international boundary. 
Big Bend's 100 miles of remote bor
der with Mexico makes the park an 
ideal entry point for undocumented 
aliens and illegal drugs. Drug smug

glers and "coyotes"—the entrepre
neurs who sell "safe passage" to ille
gal immigrants—may be armed; and 
the potential for violence in any en
counter with backcountry hikers is a 
possibility. 

As Customs and Immigration Ser
vice efforts are stepped up on pri
vate lands on either side of the park, 
increased pressure will be placed on 
the avenues available through Big 
Bend. In 1983 alone, over a ton of 
illegal drugs was confiscated by park 
personnel. The number of illegal 
aliens apprehended during the first 
four months of 1984 equaled the to
tal number of arrests made during 
1983. 

The combination of management 
problems at Big Bend add up to a 
real dilemma for park staff. Solu
tions need to be tailored to the prob
lems the park is trying to correct. 
There is no lack of laws to deal with 
these threats, but enforcement is dif
ficult. 

On the federal level, the Endan
gered Species Act, the Antiquities 
Act, the Park Service Organic Act, 
and myriad Customs and Immigra
tion laws adequately address the 
problems facing Big Bend. State laws 
augment the federal protections for 
wildlife, plants, and archeological 
sites on both private and federal 
lands. 

The problem lies in the lack of 
adequate staff to enforce the laws in 
such a vast, remote landscape. The 
National Park Service (NPS) staff in 
Big Bend is stretched to the limit; 
and it is doubtful, given current 
funding for park operations, that 
help will be forthcoming. 

Each year park managers put in a 
budget request to the National Park 
Service regional offices. The money 
allocated to each region must be di
vided among all of the units and no 
one park is singled out for special 
consideration unless there is a press
ing need. 

Unfortunately for Big Bend, op
erating funds in most national parks 
are based on the level of annual visi
tation, and do not take other re
source problems into account. Of
ten, when severe resource threats 
exist in a park with fewer visitors, 
the operating budget is not adequate 
to cope with the need. 

Big Bend, with only 250,000 visits 
last year, must seek special funding 
for its resource problems and faces 
stiff competition from other parks 
with similar problems. The NPS 
should alter its allocation procedure 
to ensure that parks such as Big 
Bend can obtain operating funds to 
mitigate resource problems on a con
tinuing basis. 

Although the total number of vis
itors at Big Bend may be lower than 
at Yellowstone, visitors tend to stay 
much longer at Big Bend. The park 
averages more "visitor days" than 
most of our large parks. Longer visits 
add up to more need for park man
agement staff. Unfortunately, this 
factor is not emphasized in park 
budgets. 

Most visitors to Big Bend would 
never notice anything amiss in the 
park. Big Bend remains one of the 
grand natural landscapes of the Na
tional Park System, seemingly un
touched by man. 

The problems at the park are the 
province of scientists, archeologists, 
and natural resource managers. And 
although this borderland park has its 
problems, the problems can be recti
fied to a great extent by increased 
funding. 

If you make the long drive to this 
unheralded desert gem of the Na
tional Park System, you will find it 
quite unforgettable. And with en
lightened planning to cope with 
man's presence, the natural beauty 
will endure forever. 

Robert Pierce is administrator of 
NPCA s National Park Trust. 
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SNOW 
BOUND 

From sleigh rides 
to ski treks 

our national parks 
offer countless 

winter diversions, 
by Kimber Craine 

With the arrival of winter, silence 
descends on the national parks as 
the flood of visitors subsides to a 
trickle. Unlike our more stalwart 
forebears, most of us consider sum
mer the only time to travel. 

Yet the national parks offer winter 
visitors a diversity of experiences 
and activities that can be more per
sonal and direct because of the ab
sence of crowds. The following sam
ple offers a brief glimpse of the 
kinds of winter activities found in a 
few of the more than 300 national 
park areas. 

Rocky Mountain 
Aspen, Vail, and other Colorado 
winter havens have become synony
mous with skiing and winter sports. 
Rocky Mountain National Park 
shares this heritage, but it has the 
advantage of offering a variety of 
experiences without the accompany
ing commercialism. 

Although the park is located in 
the heart of the Colorado Front 
Range just northwest of Denver, it 
still offers a surprising number of 
trails that require neither skis nor 
snowshoes in winter. Most of these 
trails are short and relatively easy 
walks that capture the park's vari
ety—frozen waterfalls and lakes and 
panoramic views of the mountains. 
They also offer an occasional view 
of wildlife such as bighorn sheep, 
elk, and beaver. 

For those who want more than a 

taste of the park, a number of trails 
exist at the higher elevations for 
crosscountry skiing and snowshoe-
ing as well as for backcountry camp
ing. 

In addition, the park visitor center 
offers a Saturday-night program 
throughout the winter featuring the 
park's natural history. For more in
formation contact: Rocky Mountain 
National Park, Estes Park, CO 80517. 

Great Smoky Mountains 
During the summer season, the 
Great Smokies ranks as the most vis
ited national park. But winter offers 
the visitor an opportunity to enjoy 
the park without the crowds. 

According to park rangers, "snow 
is the biggest attraction" during the 
off-season. Lying close to southern 
metropolitan centers such as At
lanta—and within driving distance 
of the Deep South—the Great 
Smokies draws people for whom 
snow remains an exotic thrill. 

Several areas of the park are open 
especially for those who want to 
frolic in the snow, sled, and tobog
gan. And the more ambitious cross
country skier can plot a route along 
the higher ridgeline trails. 

For those who want backcountry 
solitude without skis, a number of 
self-guided walking trails remain 
open during the winter. Armed with 
a field guide and binoculars, a visitor 
can spend an enjoyable afternoon 
observing wildlife or identifying an-
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imal tracks that meander here and 
there across the snow. 

For further information contact: 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, Gatlinburg, TN 37738. 

North Cascades 
These rugged mountains in north-
central Washington remain virtually 
unspoiled by civilization. Although 
the North Cascades' mountainous 
terrain does limit access to most ar
eas of the park during the winter, 
visitors can witness one of the great 
spectacles of nature as bald eagles 
gather along the Skagit River. 

Years ago, during the great salmon 
runs, bald eagles would congregate 
along the Skagit to feed, thus cleans
ing the river of decaying fish. Al
though now both the salmon runs 
and the number of bald eagles have 
declined, these majestic symbols of 
our country return each year to catch 
those salmon that are too weak to 
continue upriver. 

North Cascades also offers several 
areas for the crosscountry skier, the 
most popular of which is the 
Stehekin Valley at the head of Lake 
Chelan. Here skiers can head out on 
numerous crosscountry trails as well 
as on the groomed track; and more 
experienced skiers can undertake 
backcountry trips. 

If you plan to stay within the park 
for more than just the day, accom
modations are available at the North 
Cascades Lodge in Stehekin. For 
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The terrain near Bear Lake at Rocky 
Mountain National Park (left) pro
vides a winter alternative to hiking. 

more information contact: North 
Cascades National Park, Sedro 
Woolley, WA 98284. 

Lowell 
Located north of Boston, Lowell Na
tional Historical Park is one of a 
number of historical parks that can 
be a welcome relief when the 
weather turns cold and dreary, and 
cabin fever begins to set in. 

Federal, state, and local govern
ments have cooperated to preserve 
and restore Lowell's nineteenth-cen
tury canals and mills, giving us a 
rare opportunity to experience a sig
nificant chapter in American history. 
These mills were part of the first 
steps in transforming agrarian 
America into the industrial society 
that began to take shape in the early 
1800s. 

Housed in the restored Lowell 
Manufacturing Company building, 
the park visitor center includes ex
hibits on labor, water power, ma
chines, and the industrial city. Visi
tors can also watch a multi-image 
slide show about the nation's first 
large-scale center for the mecha
nized production of cotton cloth. 
Bringing life to these exhibits is a 
musical program full of songs that 
tell of the concerns of the people 
who worked in these mills. 

In addition, a number of tours are 
available throughout the year. Visi
tors learn about the tiny rural hamlet 
that became America's first indus
trial city, the story of the Yankee 
farm girls and the immigrants who 
worked in the mills, and the history 
of textile production. 

There is no charge for admission 
to the park and all programs and 
tours are free. For more information 
contact: Lowell National Historical 
Park, 169 Merrimack St., Lowell, 
MA 01852. 

Yosemite 
Like its sister park, Yellowstone, Yo
semite National Park has a long tra
dition of tourism. The Ahwanhee 
Hotel in Yosemite Valley, for in

stance, harkens back to the era of 
grand hotels with its huge cathedral 
ceilings, massive stone hearths, and 
richly colored Oriental carpets. 

The Ahwanhee caters to those 
winter visitors who want an added 
touch of class with their wilderness 
experience. For those with simpler 
tastes, there are less-expensive ac
commodations within the park. 

In winter, Yosemite has an entire 
range of activities for park visitors. 
Yosemite National Park's Badger 
Pass is the oldest established ski area 
in California and it caters to families 
and to beginner/intermediate skiers. 

Professional ski instruction is 
available as well as a host of shops, 
food service facilities, and childcare 
services. For those who don't ski, the 
park's daily snowcat tours will take 
you along the ski ridgeline. 

Yosemite Mountaineering School 
offers winter backcountry trips in 
addition to instruction in crosscoun
try skiing, snow camping, and win
ter survival. If you come for the 
crosscountry skiing, Yosemite has a 
fifteen-kilometer groomed track 
plus ninety miles of crosscountry 
trails. 

For more information on winter 
activities contact: Yosemite National 
Park, CA 95389. 

Cuyahoga Valley 
Lying between Cleveland and Ak
ron, Ohio, this park is an oasis in an 
urban landscape. Devoted to the ur

ban dweller's need to refresh body 
and spirit, Cuyahoga Valley Na
tional Recreation Area offers a wide 
range of winter activities. 

Winter is the perfect time to es
cape from the noise and combustion 
of civilization, and within Cuyahoga 
you can find areas where there are 
neither roads nor crowds, only the 
hush of the winter landscape. Enjoy 
these areas on skis or snowshoes, or 
simply walk if you feel encumbered 
by equipment. 

If you want more boisterous win
ter activities, there are numerous 
open areas for snowball fights, fort 
building, sledding, and tobogganing. 
Or, for a dash of romance, try ice-
skating at Kendall Lake, which has a 
large, rustic warming shelter that is 
always stocked with wood for the 
fireplace. 

This shelter also serves as an in
formation center for visitors, and 
here the park hosts recreation and 
natural history educational programs 
such as crosscountry ski workshops, 
winter natural history walks, and 
evening outings. 

For further information contact: 
Cuyahoga Valley National 
Recreation Area, PO. Box 158, Pen
insula, Ohio 44264. 

Kimber Craine, a part-time writer and 
editor for National Parks, also has an 
extensive background in theatre pro
duction—and is a winter sports enthu
siast. 

The parks empty out in the winter, 
allowing cold-weather visitors to 
crosscountry ski (Rocky Mountain) and 
to view wildlife (Yosemite) away from 
the crush of the crowd. 
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_NPCA Report. 
Everglades' Sandy Dayhoff 

Wins Freeman Tilden Award 
Sandy Dayhoff, an interpreter at Ev
erglades National Park, has won the 
third annual Freeman Tilden Award 
for her outstanding work as a park 
interpreter. 

NPCA President Paul Pritchard 
and National Park Service (NPS) Di
rector Russell Dickenson presented 
the award, which is sponsored by 
NPCA and the NPS, at this year's 
Ranger Rendezvous, held the week 
of October 15 at Acadia National 
Park in Maine. 

Dayhoff, who was raised in 
southern Florida, moved to the Big 
Cypress Swamp with her husband 
Fred in the early years of their mar
riage. They followed traditional pat
terns of life by relying on trapping 
and fishing for their livelihood. 
Along the way, Dayhoff learned 
much about the ecology of the 
swamp and the everglades and the 

delicate balance of life between wa
ter and land in that region. 

Before beginning her work with 
the NPS in 1972, she worked with 
and learned much about the 
Miccosukee tribe, including their 
language and traditions. Like the 
Seminole, the Miccosukee are part of 
the Creek Nation; and, during the 
Seminole Wars of the 1880s, the 
Miccosukee fled south to the glades 
area rather than allow themselves to 
be relocated in the West. 

Dayhoff began her work as a park 
interpreter much the way a talented 
understudy becomes a star when the 
principal actor falls ill. She filled in 
for a sick park employee on the in
terpretive tram tour and, ever since, 
has been delighting park visitors 
with her knowledge of the park. 

At the Everglades Loop Trail in
terpretive center, which she devel
oped, Dayhoff incorporated some of 
the Miccosukee tradition. The cen
ter's shelter is built along the lines of 
a typical chickee with cypress logs 
and a thatch roof of cabbage palm 
fronds. 

The center includes five platform 

Sandy Dayhoff, the 1984 Freeman Tilden Award winner, is an interpreter at 
Everglades National Park. She uses a wide variety of techniques to teach students 
about the flora and fauna of the region and about the cultural traditions of the 
Miccosukee tribe. Below: Dayhoff works with sixth-graders at "Silverman 
Slough," a replica of the Everglades ecological system created with her guidance on 
the grounds of Miami Springs Elementary School. 

tents; and, each November-through-
April season, approximately 800 
schoolchildren and their teachers 
camp there in small groups for three 
to five days. While at the center 
they learn about glades ecology, 
conservation, and the flora and 
fauna of the region. 

This year, Dayhoff's interpretive 
program helped instill a sense of 
ecological harmony in 26,000 stu
dents, most of them day visitors. 
"Ranger Sandy" has also encouraged 
school administrators in Miami to 
create outdoor study areas replicat
ing the Everglades ecosystem. 

Among Dayhoff's other achieve
ments are a program for the handi
capped and interpretive develop
ment at Fort Jefferson National 
Monument. The Fort Jefferson ex
hibits include displays concerning 
sea birds, nineteenth-century life at 
the old military prison, and an illus
trated explanation of how people 
survived a harsh existence in the 
Dry Tortugas. Dayhoff has also de
veloped a Miccosukee museum in an 
area adjoining Everglades' Shark 
Valley. 

Freeman Tilden Award winner 
Sandy Dayhoff, who was chosen 
from among eight NPS regional 
winners, will receive a bust of 
Freeman Tilden (the "father of park 
interpretation") and a $2,500 cash 
prize, graciously donated by KC 
Publications. In addition, her name 
will be added to the award plaque at 
the Mather Training Center. 

The other regional winners in
clude Ron Thoman, chief of inter
pretation at Cuyahoga Valley Na
tional Recreation Area (Midwest); 
David Pugh, chief of interpretation 
at Point Reyes National Seashore 
(West); Glen Kaye, chief naturalist 
at Rocky Mountain National Park 
(Rocky Mountain); Franklin Walker, 
chief of interpretation at Carlsbad 
Caverns National Park (Southwest); 
Haywood Harrell, park historian at 
Manassas National Battlefield Park 
(National Capital); John Spinnler, 
interpreter at Edison National His
toric Site (North Atlantic); and 
James Roach, chief of interpretation 
at Gettysburg National Military 
Park and Eisenhower National His
toric Site (Mid-Atlantic). 
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NPCA to Help Park Service 
Set Course for the Future 

In its 112 years of existence, the Na
tional Park System has never had a 
comprehensive plan to direct its fu
ture and account for all its needs. In 
September, NPCA announced its 
proposal to develop such a plan for 
the National Park Service (NPS). 

The plan will help the NPS set a 
course in which the welfare of the 
parks is its focus, a plan that will 
steer clear of the vagaries often im
posed upon the parks by successive 
administrations. 

NPCA President Paul Pritchard 
said, "Every new administration 
pulls the parks in a different direc
tion. What we propose is a plan that 
stands apart from politics, assesses 
the current status of the parks, and 
points to future directions." 

In order to manage wisely the nat
ural and cultural resources of our na
tional parks, NPCA has devised a 
nine-point plan that includes the 
following: 
i. Identify gaps in the park system 
and search out appropriate sites for 
new parklands that would fill the 
gaps; 
2. Review current boundaries of all 
existing park areas, and recommend 
any needed improvements; 
3. Identify and propose ways to 
mitigate threats to the natural and 
cultural resources of the parks; 
4. Devise a priority system for com
pleting management plans for all 
park areas; 
5. Evaluate present scientific pro
grams of the NPS and determine 
what scientific programs might be 
needed in the future; 
6. Review the land acquisition pro
gram and future needs of the NPS, 
placing priority on designated lands 
that are threatened and on owners 
who have hardship conditions; 
7. Help determine staff needs in 
terms of numbers, distribution 
throughout the system, and types of 
training needed; 
8. Identify the types and projected 
levels of visitor use for each park; 
9. Review the NPS interpretive pro
gram with an eye toward improving 
interpretation and environmental 
education. 

NPCA to Host Exhibition of David Muench Photographs 
At the November 14 reception for NPCA's annual meeting and dinner, members 
will be treated to an exclusive exhibition of photographs by David Muench, who 
is renowned for his images of the natural world. Displayed in NPCA's library, the 
exhibit will be open to the public from November 19 through December 20; and 
copies of Muench's photographs, posters, and Nature's America, his new large-
format book, will be available for purchase. In the Muench photo above, Yosemi-
te's Half Dome floats behind an array of glacially polished boulders. 

Traffic Jams at Denali 
Drive Off Park Wildlife 

During the second weekend in Sep
tember, Denali National Park re
corded the largest amount of traffic 
in park's history. More than 1,000 
vehicles passed through the Savage 
Check Station of this remote Alas
kan park. 

One of the main attractions of the 
drive through Denali is the number 
of animals—grizzlies, moose, Dall 
sheep, and caribou—that can be seen 
from the comfort of a vehicle. Park 
rangers noted, however, that the 
September traffic caused wildlife to 
retreat to quieter sections of the 

park. Also, vehicles killed a kit fox 
and full-curl Dall sheep ram; and a 
line of camera-happy tourists and 
their cars prevented a grizzly from 
crossing the road. 

Although people have said that 
overcrowding can't happen in the 
remote national parks of Alaska, 
NPCA believes recent events at De
nali back up what the association 
has been saying: 
• Denali needs an adequate bus sys
tem for tourists; and 
• increased vehicle traffic will drive 
wildlife into the national park's 
backcountry, and will diminish the 
visitor experience. 
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Decaying Crater Lake Lodge 
Sparks Restoration Battle 

Crater Lake National Park officials 
are wrestling with the question of 
what to do with Crater Lake Lodge 
in Oregon. The lodge is in extremely 
poor condition and park managers 
must decide whether to restore or 
remove the building. 

Crater Lake's 1977 management 
plan calls for razing the lodge once it 
has outlived its usefulness and for 
restoring the lake's rim. 

Yet many Oregonians, including 
Representative James Weaver (D-
Oreg.), want the National Park Ser
vice (NPS) to restore the lodge. They 
see the structure as historic and a 
symbol of the state's heritage. 

Eric Eisemann, of the Oregon 
Preservation Resource Center, says, 
"Oregonians take intense pride in 
Crater Lake as the state's only na
tional park, and the lodge is a sym
bol of that pride." 

In its present condition, however, 
this seventy-one-year-old building 
is more a symbol of decay. The NPS 
has had to cable the lodge together 
just to keep it intact, leaving the 
fireplaces useless and the upper 
floors abandoned. 

According to an NPS study, the 
entire structural system, including 
the foundation, would have to be 
replaced in order to ensure the safety 
of the building and its guests. The 
cost of such a complete renovation is 

approximately $8 million. Represen
tative Weaver has challenged this 
figure as inflated. In addition, he 
says, "The lodge shouldn't be dis
posed of without adequate or correct 
estimates." 

Although NPS officials have ex
pressed a desire to raze the building 
because of the high cost of renova
tion, NPS Director Russell Dick
enson says no final decision has 
been reached. Dickenson also says 
that the NPS has asked for a second 
appraisal, plus a review of alterna
tives to renovation. 

Destry Jarvis, NPCA Vice Presi
dent for Conservation Policy, re
plies, "The business of the NPS is 
preserving historic buildings; but 
this is not a first-class structure like 
the Old Faithful Inn or the Ahwanee 
Hotel." 

Crater Lake's management plan 
says that overnight lodging should 
continue as long as the existing 
lodge is serviceable; then the rim 
should be restored to its natural 
state. There is some doubt that in its 
present condition the lodge is ser
viceable. 

In studying the future of the 
lodge, NPCA believes the park 
should consider the mandate of its 
own management plan as well as 
considering additional estimates for 
renovating this National Register 
property. 

—Kimber Cra'ine 

Despite its solid appearance, 71-year-old Crater Lake Lodge is crumbling within 
and would cost millions of dollars to renovate and make habitable again. 

Golden Gate NRA: A Plan 
To Put Lip a Parking Lot 

An expedient solution to a parking 
problem threatens to destroy the 
cornerstone property at Colden Gate 
National Recreation Area (GC.NRA) 
in San Francisco. In an attempt to 
cut the costs of a new nursing facil
ity at the Veterans Administration's 
Medical Center, members of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
have proposed transferring a six-
acre parcel of Golden (Lite parkland 
to the VA. for a parking lot. 

The original VA. proposal railed 
for a four-story parking garage to be 
built on its existing propertv. But 
the first proposal's $7-million price 
tag prompted the easier and cheaper 
alternative of annexing adjacent 
park property. 

National Park Service Director 
Russell Dickenson, in testimony be 
fore the House "subcommittee on 
Public Lands and Nader. 1! Parks, 
challenged the plan: 

"At what price does the National 
Park Service give up parkland in di 
rect contradiction with the purpose 
of a park or a national recreation 
area?" 

Dickenson's rhetorical question 
reflects the overwhelming opposi 
tion to this land transfer by commu 
nity leaders, environment ilists, and 
local government. In fact, the VA.'s 
preferred choice is the four-story ga 
rage it originally proposed 

Members of the Senate Appropri 
ations Committee favor the annex
ation of six acres of GGNRA's Fast 
Fort Miley for parking. Grading and 
paving park property would be the 
most expedient solution. Because of 
the remote, hilly location, however, 
the parkland lot would also create 
the most difficulties for patients. 

In addition, the twelve-acre site 
from which the lot would be torn, is 
an historic district and contains the 
bulk of the former fort. These pre
served structures now serve as a 
park ranger station, a paddock for 
the horses of NPS mounted rangers, 
and offices. 

The remaining open space is a 
prime natural resource pocketed in 
an urban setting. On a clear day, this 
parcel provides a panoramic view of 
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Grand Teton Elk Help. 

In response to public concern 
over the Grand Teton elk herd, the Wyoming 

Game and Fish Depar tment has announced that the 
herd will be allowed to increase from 5,500 to 7,500 by 
shortening the hunt ing season. Dale Strickland, assistant 
state warden for the game depar tment , made the an
nouncement at a recent seminar at which the four agen
cies involved in the herd's management agreed to devise 
a long-range plan for the elk. 

• 
Biosphere Confab. Biosphere reserves, which are superb 
examples of the world's various kinds of ecosystems, are 
the focus of an international conference to be held at 
Great Smoky Mounta ins National Park November 27 to 
29. NPCA President Paul Pritchard will convene the con
ference, which is sponsored by UNESCO and the Na
tional Park Service, among others. 

• 
Eleanor Roosevelt Estate Opening. Val-Kill, Eleanor 
Roosevelt 's retreat in Hyde Park, New York, officially 
opened to the public as a national historic site on Oc to 
ber 11. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., scheduled to be at the 
opening with his two brothers, had fought the A-76 
contracting-out problem. Because the NPS was required 
to bid out the job of maintaining the Roosevelt estate, 
maintenance was delayed. After spending $25,000 on the 

bidding process, the NPS learned that it was the low 
bidder and best-qualified to do this technical preserva
tion work. 

• 
Grazing Rules. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
and the National Park Service (NPS) finally signed a 
memorandum of unders tanding on grazing regulations. 
The agreement, signed September 4 with Interior Under
secretary Ann McLaughlin's support, gives the NPS full 
authori ty to manage grazing on parklands except at Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. Congress specifically 
gave grazing authorities for Glen Canyon to the BLM; 
however, the BLM must consult wi th the NPS if major 
changes, such as water improvements and increased herd 
numbers , are contemplated. NPCA's major criticism is 
that the agreement is merely that, and has no force of law 
to back it up. 

• 
Trapping Bill. The House Subcommittee on National 
Parks and Public Lands held hearings on September 24 to 
consider Representative William Emerson's (R-Mo.) bill 
to allow trapping at Ozark National Scenic Riverways. 
Odd ly enough, Representative Emerson did not appear at 
the hearing to support his bill. Representative John Sei-
berling (D-Ohio) , chairman of the subcommittee, 
brought up the scheduled bill; but he said he would not 
consider expanded legislation that would allow trapping 
at ten other park areas as well. At this writing, it is 
unlikely the trapping bill will progress this year because 
Congress recesses October 4. 

the park as it wraps itselt around the 
shoreline to Point Reyes, approxi
mately thirty-five miles to the 
north. 

Congiessional approval of this 
land transfer would contradict the 
purpose ot the park -that is, to save 
what little open space remains in 
this congested city. 

As NPCA pointed out in sub
committee hearings, appioval ot this 
transfei would be wrong in and ot 
itself; and it would set a precedent 
for future encroachment on u iban 
pal klands. 

—K.C 

NPCA Addresses Talks 
On Saving Cultural Parks 

l h e National Park Service (NPS) 
and Mesa Veide National Park in 
Cclo iado hosted the first World 
Conference on Cultuial Parks this 
au tumn. 

From September le> to 22, repre
sentatives from almost two dozen 

countries—including Mexico, Ke
nya, Italy, Canada, and Korea—met 
to share information and concerns 
about the world's cultural parks. 

They addressed the problems of 
how to preserve artifacts of native 
cultures, explored new technological 
means for protecting underwater 
treasures, and discussed changing 
patterns in tourism, as well as many 
other subjects. The conference fo
cused on three general topics: tech
nology and preservation; tourism 
and use; and cultural parks and na
tive cultures. 

Laura Beaty, NPCA coordinator 
for cultural resources, delivered an 
address on a topic that matches u p 
coming electoral events. In "Politics: 
an essential element in preserving 
cultural resources," Beaty pointed 
out that one of the most significant 
threats to resource preservation in 
this country is the politicization of 
the NPS. 

"Threats to cultural resources can 
be addressed only by long-term, un

interrupted programs supported by 
Congress," Beaty said. "But long-
term programs don' t have a chance 
with personality and policy changes 
every four to eight years. 

"Unfortunately, the NPS has be
come more aligned with each new 
administration's policies rather than 
long-term goals of preserving the re
sources in the system." 

Beaty went on to point out that 
one solution to this problem might 
be to make the NPS a separate 
agency, apart from the Department 
of Interior. She said such a step 
could help strengthen the NPS's 
high standards and foster "an esprit 
de corps unparalleled in the federal 
government ." 

NPCA believes that with resource 
protection as its primary goal, the 
NPS will remain a leader in the in
ternational community and in pre
serving our cultural heritage at 
World Heritage Sites such as Mesa 
Verde National Park. 

—K.C 
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NPCA Works to Preserve 
Historic Mine in Alaska 

One of America's best-kept histori
cal secrets is hidden in a remote wil
derness area of Alaska within Wran-
gell-St. Elias National Park. Time 
stands still at Kennecott Mine where 
the largest, most productive, and 
most costly mining operation in 
Alaska took place from 1907 to 1938. 

Nestled in the Wrangell Moun
tains approximately 250 miles from 
Anchorage, Kennecott stands as a 
monument to our early mining in
dustry. And it is an important part 
of our cultural and historic heritage. 

NPCA believes the historical es
sence of Kennecott is worth saving, 
and is pursuing a program to stabi
lize the mine structures. Plans in
clude obtaining a Historic American 
Engineering Record (HAER) of the 
buildings—complete with architec
tural drawings and photographs— 
and nominating Kennecott Mine as a 
National Historic Landmark. 

Short-term stabilization measures 
to stop ongoing deterioration are 
also taking place. Through these 
means, and various fund-raising ac

tivities, NPCA hopes to preserve this 
chapter of American history. 

Kennecott Mine was created be
cause of the ingenuity and persis
tence of Stephen Birch, a young 
mining engineer. As a representative 
of the Havemeyer family, Birch set 
out to acquire the claims that had 
been discovered and staked near the 
Kennecott Glacier. Birch haggled, 
eventually bought out the block of 
claims, and established the Alaska 
Copper and Coal Company. 

The mine remained worthless, 
however, without a way of trans
porting the ore out of the isolated 
site. The only practical means of 
moving the ore from the rugged 
mountains was by railroad. 

The tremendous capital required 
for a rail line was provided by the 
Alaska Syndicate, a joint venture of 
J.R Morgan and the Guggenheim 
family. At Stephen Birch's urging, 
the Syndicate built the Copper River 
& Northwest Railroad, which even
tually transported almost $200 mil
lion in ore from the mine. 

The pioneer spirit that built 
Kennecott is reflected in the build
ings and artifacts that remain be-

Kennecott, in Wrangell-St. Elias, was Alaska's largest mine in the early 1900s. 

hind. With their characteristic red 
exteriors and white trim, the thirty-
four buildings that make up the 
mining complex stand in colorful 
contrast to the surrounding moun
tains. An office, a small bunkhouse, 
and various tool shops were the first 
structures. Peak development 
brought with it a tramway, a con
centration mill, the world's first 
leaching plant, a mess hall, and an 
assay laboratory where the copper 
ore was tested and analyzed. 

Rising in front of Bonanza Peak, 
the concentration mill is the domi
nant landmark at Kennecott. Here 
copper ore was transported from the 
mines and concentrated into usable 
minerals before going on to the 
leaching plant, which chemically 
separated the ore. 

Development of the concentration 
mill provided 500 workers with jobs. 
They, in turn, brought families to 
Kennecott; and the growing commu
nity built a hospital, a school, a post 
office, a dairy barn, and a recreation 
hall complete with bowling alley 
and movie theatre. 

Over the years, rain and snow 
have eaten away at roofs, floors, and 
walls; many of Kennecott's struc
tures are in a state of disrepair. In 
addition, the National Creek, which 
runs directly through the commu
nity, has changed direction and now 
threatens the foundations of the 
hospital and two bunkhouses. 

In many areas walls are cracking, 
panels of siding are missing, and a 
recent flood has deposited a layer of 
mud and rocks on some of the 
floors. With no protection, artifacts 
such as tools, machinery, maps, fur
niture, and historic documents may 
be damaged or lost. 

Much work needs to be done to 
preserve the artifacts and buildings 
of the Kennecott Mine. NPCA, 
through its National Park Trust, has 
begun a program to preserve the 
Kennecott complex, which lies on an 
inholding in Wrangell-St. Elias. 

According to Trust Administrator 
Bob Pierce, "We're concerned with 
stabilizing the buildings—the con
centration mill, the old leaching 
plant, the bunkhouses—that make 
Kennecott a valuable historic site." 

—Nancy Laurson, NPCA intern 
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The Board of Trustees and the Staff of the 

NATIONAL PARKS AND CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

inrite YOU to join them at 

The NPCA Annual Members Reception and Dinner 

Thursday. November 15. 1981 

The Blue Room The Shoreham Hotel 
2500 Calvert Street. A. W. Washington. D.C. 

Cocktails J2z~> Dinner ~Q?3 Dancing JQ^) Silent Auction 

S50.00 per person 

Celebrate NPCA's 65 Years of Conservation Leadership 

Public Affairs Office 
A N / / ' " 

(202) 265-2717 

\r< i 
1701 18th Street. N.W. » Washington. D.C 20000 

A Calendar As Beautiful As 
The Country It Celebrates 
AMERICA • AMERICA 

12 poster-size color prints (16" sq.) which cap
ture the poetry and power of the American 
landscape for 1985 and for years to come. 
Selected from the archives of the National 
Park Service's Historic American Buildings 
Survey. 

Special 15% discount off the $9.95 regular 
price for NPCA members. 

National Parks and Conservation Association 
1701 18th Street, Washington, DC 20009 

Please send me copies of AMERICA, 
AMERICA at $8.45 per copy plus $1.25 per copy 
postage and handling. I have enclosed my payment 
of$ 

NAME 

STREET 

CITY STATE TIT' 
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House Okays Plan to Build 
Huge Jetties at Hatteras 

A close, 203-194 House vote on Sep
tember 20 gave Representative Wal
ter B. Jones (D-N.C.) the support he 
sought for building a jetty on park
land in North Carolina. Congress
man Jones worked hard, promising 
favors on other issues, to get House 
approval for two mile-long jetties 
that would take land from Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore and Pea 
Island National Wildlife Refuge. 

North Carolina supporters of this 
section of the House wetlands bill 
claim the jetties are necessary for 
maintaining a healthy fishing indus
try in the state. Environmentalists 
and others see the move as a $100-
million pork-barrel project that 
would induce erosion on miles of 
public beaches and would slice off a 
section of national seashore. 

Representatives Silvio Conte (R-
Mass.), John Seiberling (D-Ohio) , 
and Jim Moody (D-Wisc.) fought 
hard to stave off Jones' deals. Be
sides the environmental damage the 
jetties would cause, Congressman 
Moody pointed out that the Army 
Corps of Engineers recently released 

economic study of the project is fun
damentally flawed; thus, the project 
would waste taxpayers ' money. 

Senator John Chafee (R-R.I.) is 
the chief sponsor of the Senate's 
wetlands bill, which does not in
clude anything pertaining to jetty 
projects at Nor th Carolina's Oregon 
Inlet. During the legislative process, 
Senator Chafee has never indicated 
that he would support the project. 

Because of the Oregon Inlet rider 
on the Senate bill, at this writing 
there is some doubt that a wetlands 
act will be passed during the 
Ninety-Eighth Congress. 

Guadalupe Mountains Saved 
From Giant Pipeline Eyesore 
All American Pipeline Company is 
surveying the route for a new pipe
line, which is expected to be the sin
gle most expensive construction 
project under taken in North Amer
ica. The crude-oil line will run 1,600 
miles from the California coastline 
near Santa Barbara to Freeport, 
Texas, on the Gulf of Mexico. Along 
the way; the pipeline will pass Gua
dalupe Mounta ins National Park. 

The original route would have laid 

the pipeline on private land directly 
between the park and the main 
highway, creating a jolting eyesore 
in this wild land. In fact, the private 
strip of land curving between park 
and road is being considered for a 
scenic easement. A pipeline would 
ruin that possibility. 

NPCA Southwest/California Rep
resentative Russ Butcher says, 
"From this land you have fantastic 
views of the Guadalupe Mountains, 
particularly El Capitan Peak, which 
has been a famous landmark for 
more than a century." 

Before All American Pipeline 
went any further with their plans, 
company president Roger Williams 
and project manager Ron Hinn 
called in environmentalists and 
asked if there were any problems. 
Butcher pointed out that the 
planned route would scar the fragile 
desert scenery just next to the park; 
and Ralph Hicks, a representative 
from All American, decided to take a 
look at the area. 

On September 13, according to 
Hicks' recommendation, the pipeline 
company decided to change their 
plans. The new route will skirt Gua
dalupe Mountains . 

Classifieds. 
75e per word—minimum $12.00. Send copy with check 
to Classified Advertising Manager, National Parks, 10 
Beech Street, Berea, O H 44017, or call 216/243-8250. 

Gift Suggestions 

G O WILD! Greatest California card game. 133 playing 
cards are beautiful photos of animals, birds, wildflowers, 
trees, Yosemite scenes, etc. Exciting for all ages. Only 
$6.95. Write: Laf & Learn Games, PO. Box 1305-N, 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364. 

WINTER SOLSTICE GREETING CARDS. An alterna
tive to Christmas cards, these beautiful non-religious 
holiday messages feature scientific and historical 
themes. For sample card and brochure send 50e to: Edu
cational Greeting Cards, Dept. L, PO. Box 967, Urbana, 
11.61801. 

AMERICA'S FINEST SQUIRREL/STARLING-PROOF 
DIALAB1RD FEEDERS, HOMES. Free Catalog. KO-
PECKY, 1220N Ridge Road, Hypoluxo, Florida 33462. 

Resorts/Ranches 

LOS FINOS RANCH. Cowles, New Mexico, near Santa 
Fe, Peco Wilderness. Accommodates 16 in relaxed atmo
sphere. June to October. No poisonous snakes, scorpi
ons, mosquitoes. Magnificent riding, trips, trout, excel
lent food. Address: 13 Craig Road, Morristown, NJ 
07960, May to September, Rt. 3. Box S, Tcrerro, NM 
87583. 

M1DD1.ETON RANCH in southern Arizona accommo
dates 8 in comfortable ranch house. Excellent riding, 
food, Jacuzzi, and pool. Ideal for small groups who enjoy 
privacy. Bed & Breakfast or full service September-
April: single, double, group rates. Write MIDDLETON 
RANCH, PO. Box 504. Amado, Arizona 85640. 

FREE, UNIQUE, ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT A N D JEW
ELRY CATALOG. Write: Hawk Enterprises, PO. Box 
40549, Dept. NPK4, San Francisco, CA 911.to. 

Schools 

C O L O R A D O OUTWARD BOUND SCHOOL. Out 
door excitement in the Rockies, Utah canyonlands, and 
on the rapids. Ages 14 and up. Contact 945 Pennsylvania 
St.. Dept. NP, Denver, Colorado 80203 (303) 837-0880. 

OUTWARD BOUND IN THE EVERGLADES. Learn 
the meaning of self-reliance as you explore one of the 
most unique wilderness areas in the world. On foot and 
by canoe, your crew will expedition through the remote 
tropical environment, where rare plants and wildlife 
abound. For free brochure, write: NCOBS, 121 North 
Sterling Street, Dept. 30, Morganton, NC 28655. 
704/437-6112. 

Travel/Tours 

LLEAD A LLAMA through California's Lost Coast— 
unique pack trips, small groups, great food. Write for 
brochure: Lost Coast Llama Caravans, 77321 Usal Road, 
Whitethorn, CA 95489. 

NEW ZEALAND/AUSTRALIA WALKABOUTS: Es
corted and independent hiking and nature tours. New 
Zealand s scenic National Larks and Milford Track Aus 

tralia's Outback and Great Barrier Reef. PACIFIC EX-
PLORzYHON CO., Box 3042-W, Santa Barbara, CA 
93130 (805) 687-7282. 

EXPEDITIONS July 1985 East Africa: Kilimanjaro and 
Mt. Kenya. January 1986 Hike and Climb in New Zea
land. July 1986 Peru; Pucaranra, Chinchey, San Juan, 
Huascaran. Inquire: Iowa Mountaineers, PO. 163, Iowa 
City, Iowa 52211 

DEATH VALLEY and MOJAVE DESERT. Guided 
camping safaris via 1-wheel drive vehicles. Scheduled 
and custom tours. Brochures. DESERT TRAILS TOURS, 
PO. Box 1923, Barstow, CA 92311. (019) 256-3430. 

EXPLORE SONORAN DESERT Archeology, Ecology, 
History. Small camping groups. Ten-day winter trips. 
LEARNING ADVENTURES, 1556 Georgia, Boulder 
City, Nevada 89005. 

Publications 

WILDCOUNTRY BOOKS—the source lor trail guides 
and x-c skiing, backpacking, climbing, and canoeing 
books. Send 20e stamp for catalog. 236 South 3rd, 
= 161Q, Montrose, CO 81401. 

OUT OF PRINT BOOKEINDER-2035 NP— 
EVERDING, Eureka. CA 95501. Send Wants or send 
stamps for catalog. 

Merchandise 

S A L E - M A R K CATESB r PRINT "Swallow-Tailed 
Hawk"—Original, 1731 Edition—Size 19 \ 25. framed 
Contact: H. Albig, 2207 Laurel Lane. Allison Park, PA 
15101. 
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It's vacation planning time! 
Support our advertisers and 

plan a trip with them! 

SWISS ALPS 
Moderate DAY hiking lours, 2 or 4 weeks Ride up above tree 
line and hike down Over 50 optional length hikes basing one 
week at 10 charming mountain villages in 3 oi 4 star hotels 
Write lor Iree brochure 

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS _ . 
7831 CliMs.de Dr. ciA/iccnlr S^ 
Akron QH 44313 SWISSOIT^ 

ALASKA { * ! 
DISCOVERY* 
Alaska s oides' and most respec ted guid ing 
company otters wilderness adventures Dv kayak 
canoe raft backpack a n d skis Comple te ly 
outf i t ted expeditions into the wilds o ' Glacier 
Boy Admiralty island W Cnicnoogt f?u$se« l-fOfd 
Juneau i cecap Alaska s outside coast G r o u p 
a n d s p e c i a l t y trips 'or photographers fisher 
men University credit avai lable f x p e n e n c e d 
certif ied Aioskon guides L im i t ed pa r ty i l l * . 

For information write P O Box 26 NP Gustavus 
AK OOA26 Ph f 9 0 7 ) 6 0 7 3431 

EXPLORE 
NEVADA. 

WRITE NOW. 
Prom co'stal-clcar alpine lakes to high desert 

mountains. Nevada's a wide-open paradise. 
There are still places to discover that few 

before you have seen. You can pack into wilder
ness areas where the only thing in the clear 
Nevada air is the smoke from your campfire 

"Nevada's Got It" is a free 44-page full-color 
guide to what you'll find here, and where to find 
it. It's yours free, for writing: 

Nevada Commission On Tourism 
Capitol Complex Box NP114 -Carson City. NV 89710 

GET INTIMATE 
WITH A WILD PLACE! 

Naturalist Led Expeditions 

Bahamas, Smokies, Georgia 
Islands, Okefenokee, Everglades, 

Summer Camps 

ujllderaesssoutheost 

yv i lderness Southeast 
11 NP Sandtown Rd 
Savannah. GA 31410 

(912)897-5108 

KOKSETNA LODGE 
Lake Clark National Park & Preserve 

for a wilderness experience you will 
always treasure 

• h i k i n g 
• boating 
• wildlife and bird observation 
• photography 
• quiet 

Write: Hornberger 
KOKSETNA 
P.O. Box 69 
lliamna, Alaska 99606 

Enjoy Your NATIONAL PARKS More! 
Colorful, descriptive books on individual national parks, monuments, historic sites, and 
recreational areas written and illustrated by park naturalists, historians, archeologists, 
and landscape photographers. Here are the parks and their stories — geology, history, 
Indian lore, activities, wildlife, scenery. Most are 24-48 pages and more, in full color, large 
format. 'Indicated titles also available in cloth covers @ S8.95 each. 

Individual Parks 
: Acadia'3 95 
U Arches 9 95 

Badlands 3 95 
Bandelier 3 95 

. Big Bend 4 95 
: ' Black Cnyn ol Gunnison 4 95 

• Blue Ridge' 3 95 
Bryce Canyon* 3 95 
Cabrillo 4 95 
Canyon de Chelly' 3 95 
Canyonlands 3 95 
Cape Cod" 3 95 
Capitol Reel' 3 95 
Carlsbad Cayerns3 95 
Chaco Canyon 5 95 
Channel Islands' 3 95 
Crater Lake' 3 95 
Custer Battlefield 5 50 
Dealh Valley" 3 95 
Denali (Ml McKmley)' 3 95 
Devils Tower 3 95 
Dinosaur' 3 95 
Everglades' 3 95 
Florissant 
Gettysburg' 3 95 
Glacier 4 95 
Glacier Bay 7 95 
Glen Canyon-L Powell' 3 95 
Golden Gale 7 95 
Grand Canyon' 3 95 
Grand Teton' 3 95 

I 1 Great Sand Dunes 3 95 

• Greal Smoky Mtns' 3 95 
D Gu adalupe Mountains 3 95 
D Haleakala 3 95 
D Hawaii Volcanoes' 3 95 
• Indiana Dunes 8 95 
I 1 Isle Royale 6 95 

Jewel Cave 3 95 
Lake Mead' 3 95 
Lassen 4 95 
Mammoth Cave* 395 
Mesa Verde 4 95 
Ml Rainier' 3 95 
Ml Rushmore" 3 95 
North Cascades 3 95 
Olympic' 395 
Pecos 3 95 
Petrified Forest 3 95 
Pipestone 3 95 
Pom! Reyes 8 95 
Redwood 3 95 

• Rocky Mln/Mesa Verde 4 95 
• Sequoia/Kings Cnyn' 3 95 
: : Shenandoah" 3 95 
• Statue ol Liberty' 3 95 
; I Theodore Roosevelt' 3 95 
L: Virgin Islands/Buck Is' 3 95 
LI Voyageurs 3 95 
I 1 While Sands 3 95 
LI Wind Cave 3 95 
LI Yellowstone' 3 95 
• Yosemile' 3 95 
[ I Zion' 3 95 

Genera! Guides 
[ ] Alaska's Parklands 14 95 
I I Compl Gd to Americas Natl parks 7 95 
: i Civil War Parks' 3 95 
• Grand Circle Adventure 114 parks in UT. AZ. CO) 395 
I ] National Parks ol the West 9 95 
Li National Parks Guide and Map 3 00 
: : Rand McNally National Park Guide 8 95 
: : Your National Park Syslem in the SW 4 95 
General Titles 

] Mountains without Handrails Sax. 5 95 
H National Parks the American Experience. Runle. 6 95 
: : National Parks Calendar. 1985, 5 95 

(includes las! 1/2 ol '84) 
i I Oh Ranger1. Albright. 695 

(early humor by an early director) 
L : What's Cooking in our National Parks' 4 50 

(recipes ol the rangers) 
: : National Forest Guide. Rand McNally 6 95 

: America's Ancient Treasures. 16 95 
; ] Geology ol National Parks 19 95 
Relerence Titles 
i : Grand Teton NP-Gd 8 Ret Bk, 7 95 
: I Crater Lake NP & Vicinity. 11 95 
II Yosemile NP. 12 95 
[ : Lassen Volcanic NP 8 Vicinity, 12 95 
• 101 Hikes in the No Cascades, 8 95 
[ I Rocky Mln NP Hiking Trails, 8 95 
• Walks in the Greal Smokies. 7 95 
: I 50 Mikes in Ml Rainier. 7 95 
! 1 Olympic Mountains Trailguide, 9 95 

10-day money-back guarantee. Enclose check with order or VISA or MASTERCARD number. 
expiration date, signature. Include S2 per order for shipping. Order From: 

NATIONAL PARK PUBLICATIONS. Box 15549/NP. Lakewood. CO 80215 
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE 

ft \ PURE COTTON 
\ clothes that let your body breathe. Hand

crafted in lushly textured, pre-shrunk, no-
i r o n c l o t h . O f f e r e d i n : Natural 
Navy • Lilac • Plum • Russet • Black 
Red • Grey • Brown • Forest Green 
FREE CATALOG SWATCHES 5(X 

Deva Pants $19 
Deva Shirt $20 
Postpaid & Guaranteed 

State h ip waist. 
busL chest 

measurements 

Deva. a Cottage Industry M/C, VISA orders: 
Box NPX, Burkittsville, MD 21718 (301) 473-4900 

Central 
Park 

COLORFUL 
POSTER/MAP 

OF 
CENTRAL 

PARK 

depicting statues, recreational activities, 
trails, landmarks, etc.. available. 
Please specify POSTER (47" x 17 ")ior 
folded MAP version (5V'2" x 7Vfc") 
Send $3 00 to: 

TANTALUS GRAPHICS SYSTEMS 
318 West 49th Street, N Y C , NY 10019 

THE SHAPE / ° \ 

I I I I I I I I H A A ^ 
• ALL METAL SYiowsftoes 

Mean NO MAINTENANCE 
• Made Irom AIRCRAFT ALUMINUM 
• 3 Slyles QUIK-LOK Bindings 
• CHROME MOLY Crampons 
. Chmb the ICIEST SLOPES Easily 

a from A LIGHT WEIGHT M M 

The NEW Concept in SNOWSHOES 

ifREE&ocixj.e 
I0EL FREE 

800 OT 2400(11 963 polar 
• EQUIPMENT o, Hn, polarpaws 

I2B8I Foothill Lane . Saratoga. Co 95O70 

Build the Grand Canyon 
with your own two hands. 

• Send me the kits I've marked at $8.00 each 
[ ] Send me your FREE brochure. NP 

• Cape Cod • Yosemite G Mt Rainier 

• Great Lakes G Grand G Hawaiian Is 
Canyon 

D Mt. St. Helens ($10.00 - this kit only) 

Add $2.25 for shipping & handling. 

My check or money order for $ _ 
is enclosed. 

NAME. 

ADDRESS. 

CITY STATE. ZIP. 

CARTOGRAPHICS 
1849 SW 58th • Portland, OR • 97221 

^\7AiL\A)\S^ 
?oY&{Z$ 

•pCSl&U 

dJWJWWJ 

Of INNOVATIVE 

fSMUTY 

$ftp. 

New Mountain Parka 

. TWikJ IAYEP.5 of 6 0 5 \9TOZM 

ClcO\ /WW (M>5TO^FEATdpI?S. 
• w>m# S-L <fc>2? 

NAvr-TAN-s^e-^ysT 
• MWJ5 5-*L W«f 

NAVY-TAN--SASe 
TRttfe (NdLWK mwWN6i5HtPPtl4&. 
AL5oAvAJWSl£rN<JOf2erfc>< I 

TWlFKPMTBWNfO AN Ti&X&T. 

unfl$\k^K 

Lightweight, portable BACK SUPPORT 
for sitting on ground or floor 

• weighs less ihan 3 oz. 
• made of 11 oz. cordura and 3/4 inch nylon webbing 
• reinforced stitching 
• adjustable to any size 
• assorted colors 
• $6.95 inc. shipping 
Send check or money order to: BEA MAURER INC. 

P.O. Box 605, Oakton, VA 22124 
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MAPCRAFT 3-D Map Model Kits 
are a totally new hobby for lovers of maps, 
models, or mountains. With hobby knife and 
glue, layer after layer comes alive in colorful 
topographic detail. In a few hours, you'll have 
your own scale-model natural wonder.. . 
the rugged Grand Canyon, windswept 
Cape Cod, or explosive Mt. St. Helens. 

For ages 12 to adult, a MAPCRAFT kit 
makes a wonderful gift, an involving science 
or social studies project, or simply a 
rewarding personal pastime. 

Start collecting and building your 
MAPCRAFT Library of Great Places today. 
Ask for MAPCRAFT at your local toy or 
hobby shop, or order with this coupon. 

MAPCRAFT. . . Natural Wonders 
at Your Fingertips 

by CARTOGRAPHICS 
1849 SW 58th • Portland. OR • 97221 
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" T H E HIGH AND T H E M I G H T Y " 
By K. Fay 

The soaring Grand Tetons make a 
spectacular setting for the mighty 
Bald Eagle in this Jackson Hole 

"Print of the Year." 

Repnxluced, in hill color, from the 
original oil in a limited edition of 

1000, 18" x 2a" prints, each 
signed and numbered by the artist. 

Shipped pre-paid. Double-matted 
and framed $1.35.00 (no glass), or 

$50.00 unframed. 

Visa, MasterCard or 
.American Express Cards welcome. 

A Great Gift Idea! 

THE FAY GALLERY 
2155 TETON VILLAGE ROAD • POST OFFICE BOX 749 

(307) 733-4018 

WILSON. WY 83014 

I ̂  A WIRY / f e j 

(Special Gift Ql|Jj 
THE TRUMPETER SWAN 

A White Perfection 

NORTHLAND PRESS 
P.O. Box N, Dept. NPM 
Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

Southwestern Symbol of Fine Books and Art 

by Skylar Hansen 

In fifty stunning photographs, the 
grace, mystery, and beauty of the 
trumpeter swan are chronicled by 
award-winning photographer, Skylar 
Hansen. 

$9.95 softcover 

$22.00 hardcover 

Available in bookstores, or send for 
free Northland Press catalog. 

Rent ^ 
Mother Nature 

Lease a Sugar 
Maple Tree or 
A Sap Bucket 
For One Year 

A really different Christ
mas gift idea. First, well 
send each lucky friend, in 

time for Christmas, a Gift Announcement 
Card from you—and a copy of an authentic 
1890 Treasury Dept. Lease, hand-personal
ized, and suitable for framing. Then, in 
Spring 85, when all the sap has been 
gathered and processed, each tree tenant 
will receive a big, decorated jug filled with at 
least 60 ounces of 100% pure Maple Syrup— 
30 ounce guarantee to bucket tenants—even 
more if Mother Nature yields an abundant 
supply! We do all the work—your friends get 
the delicious natural syrup—and you get all 
the raves! 

Tree Lease $25.00 
Bucket Lease $15.00 

Send check plus S4 00 handling per gift: 
NORTH COUNTRY CORP Dept. NC 118 

Box 193. 106 Appleton St , Cambridge. MA 02138 
Include lull name and address of gift recipient 
VISA & Mastercharge Accepted With Exp Date 

To order by phone call (617) 734-5409 

A NATURALIST'S BLUE 
RIDGE PARKWAY 

David T. Catlin 

A lively and compact on-the-spot guide to 
the region's features, geological history, 
and natural inhabitants—from its plants, 
insects, and fish to its reptiles, amphibi
ans, birds, and mammals. 268 pages. 77 
illustrations, 12 in color. $18.95 cloth, 
$7.95 paper (October 

I would like to order a copy tcopicsi of A 
NATURALIST'S BLUE RIDGE 
PARKWAY. 
Clothbound: copies at S18.95. 

Paperback: copies at S7.95. 

NAME 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: SI ATE / I P 

Check enclosed . . Master Card Visa 
Signature: 
Account Number: 
Expiration Dale: 
SEND ORDERS TO: 

—, The University of 

Tennessee 
i^LPress 

Kjiuiville )79»6-0i:s 
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The Latest Word 
Barring a veto 
by President 
Reagan, Con

gress has now protected the National Park 
Service (NPS) from any wholesale plan to 
contract out park jobs through the A-76 
program. NPCA and others fought hard to 
protect the NPS from outside contracts be
cause historic buildings, trails, and the 
like could have been damaged by mainte
nance crews not schooled in resource 
protection. 

Although the House took the first step 
to limit A-76, on October 4 the House ap
proved a Senate amendment to the Volun
teers in the Parks (VIP) bill that puts a 
permanent moratorium on outside contract
ing for any work that requires ten or few
er jobs. Large contracts would require 
specific congressional approval. 

Congress also finessed any move to get 
around the act. Both House and Senate in
sist that the existing inventory of NPS 
jobs cannot be altered so as to "bunch up" 
jobs and evade the ten-or-fewer rule. 

Senator Malcolm Wallop (R-Wyo.) included 
a plan, suggested by the Government Ac
counting Office, to have the NPS put to
gether a Maintenance Management System. 
The system, which NPCA believes is neces
sary, would plan and organize all NPS 
maintenance jobs. 

The main VIP bill now allows the NPS $1 
million per year for volunteer programs 
and, for the first time, extends VIP money 
to the Bureau of Land Management. 

and distributed a large, color brochure 
advertising the dunes as being ripe for 
intensive development. The brochure was 
submitted as evidence by the state, which 
sought an injunction to prevent the auc
tion because such development would vio
late the Coastal Zone Management Act. 

In a letter to William Isaac, chairman 
of the FDIC, NPCA and other conservation 
organizations urged the FDIC to accept 
Florida's offer to buy Grayton Dunes at 
fair-market prices. 
Florida Governor Bob Graham announced at 

the end of September that the state had 
purchased Grayton Dunes with monies pri
marily from its "Save Our Coasts" fund. 

"Preserving these priceless Grayton 
Dunes in a natural state," said Graham, 
"is a significant investment in the future 
of Florida's quality of life." 

—Kimber Craine 

On October 
4, the Na
tional Park 

Service and other agencies took part in a 
sting operation that netted thirty-four 
wildlife poachers. Operation Trophy Kill 
broke up four rings that were illegally 
killing wildlife in the Yellowstone area, 
then selling animal parts both in the 
United States and abroad. 

Bighorn sheep trophy heads, elk antlers, 
and bear gall bladders were some of the 
animal parts sold on the black market. The 
operation, in the works for more than 
three years, resulted in arrests with 
bails set as high as $350,000—the highest 
ever for a crime of this sort. 

The State of 
of Florida's 
"Save Our 

Coasts" program has successfully acquired 
Grayton Dunes, a major piece of pristine 
beachfront along the Gulf Coast between 
Panama City and Fort Walton Beach. After a 
Louisiana bank failed, the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) acquired ti
tle to the approximately 800 acres of 
Florida beach, dunes, and uplands. 

The FDIC had planned to offer the prop
erty for bids at a public auction. As part 
of its sales campaign, the FDIC produced 

Conserva
tionists 
celebrated 

a major victory when the California Wil
derness Bill (H.R. 1437) passed the House 
by a sweeping 368-to-41 margin. 

The bill, signed by President Reagan on 
September 28, establishes 1.8 million 
acres of wilderness in thirty-nine nation
al forests in California and an additional 
1.4 million acres of wilderness in Yosemi-
te and Sequoia/Kings Canyon national 
parks. The latter is the largest amount of 
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CONGRESS BURIES ANY MOVE 
TO CONTRACT OUT PARK JOBS 

PRISTINE GRAYTON DUNES SAVED 
BY FLORIDA FOR PUBLIC BEACH CALIFORNIA WILDERNESS WIN, 

COLORADO BILL IN WORKS 

NPS PART OF STING OPERATION 
TO HALT WILDLIFE POACHING 



wilderness for the parks since the wilder
ness deadlock was broken. 

The House passed the original version of 
this bill seventeen months ago in tribute 
to the late California Congressman Phillip 
Burton. The Senate bill, a product of in
tense negotiations between California sen
ators Alan Cranston (D) and Pete Wilson 
(R), passed in August. The House accepted 
the Senate's version. 

Also in September, Destry Jarvis, NPCA 
Vice President for Conservation Policy, 
testified before a Senate subcommittee in 
support of national park wilderness in 
Colorado. As introduced by Colorado Sena
tor William Armstrong (R), the Colorado 
Wilderness Bill would designate more than 
435,000 acres of wilderness in three na
tional park areas: Rocky Mountain National 
Park and Dinosaur and Colorado national 
monuments. 

NPCA does recommend amendments that 
would update boundary lines of the pro
posed park wilderness areas. The bill also 
should include potential wilderness acre
age, such as Bluebird Dam, which would be 
a prime area once the dam is torn down. 
Adding Daniel's Canyon—a BLM area—to Di
nosaur is another of NPCA's suggestions. 

The House bill proposes more national 
forest wilderness than the Senate bill. 
But, unlike Armstrong's legislation, the 
House proposal makes no provision for wil
derness areas in national parks. 

The Arizona 
Wilderness 
Act, the 

fruit of two years' work on the part of 
NPCA and other environmental groups, was 
signed into law during this past Congress. 
Besides creating the long-sought Arizona 
Strip Wilderness, the act adds protected 
wilderness lands to a number of other 
areas in the state. 

• With the backing of Arizona and Utah 
senators and representatives, NPCA's 
Southwest/California Representative Russ 
Butcher initiated discussions with Energy 
Fuels Nuclear more than two years ago. The 
uranium mining company—as well as ranch
ing interests—worked out an agreement 
with environmentalists and legislators 
that is now the centerpiece of the Arizona 

Wilderness Act. The consensus adds 395,000 
acres of Forest Service and BLM land to 
the wilderness system and reserves 700,000 
acres for multiple use. 
• House Interior Committee Chairman Mor

ris Udall (D-Ariz.) joined 6,000 acres of 
Aravaipa Canyon to Arizona's new, state
wide act. 

• Approximately 640,000 acres of Forest 
Service wilderness units south of the 
Grand Canyon were included in the act. 
These units plus the Aravaipa Canyon par
cel and Arizona Strip lands make up a lit
tle more than one million acres of new 
wilderness areas for the state. 

• Senator Dennis DeConcini (D-Ariz.) 
helped round out the boundaries of Chiri-
cahua National Monument by adding 850 
acres of Coronado National Forest to the 
monument. The addition includes the rest 
of Bonita Creek watershed, thus making 
manageable and logical boundaries for both 
the forest and the monument. 

Senator 
John 
Melcher 

(D-Mont.) included an amendment on the 
Continuing Resolution that would protect a 
major portion of Yellowstone National Park 
from geothermal development. 
According to the amendment, geothermal 

leasing would be prohibited in the 
488,000-acre Island Park area adjacent to 
the southwest boundary of Yellowstone. Al
though Melcher's proposal does not address 
the other nineteen national park areas 
that are sensitive to geothermal develop
ment, NPCA agrees that this prohibition is 
a step in the right direction. 
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On Octo
ber 9, 
Congress 

approved a bill to create the American 
Conservation Corps, modeled on the Civil
ian Conservation Corps of the 1930s. The 
Senate finally passed on the 1983 House 
bill, but cut out the heart of ACC fund
ing. The meager budget would have to be 
divided among the National Park Service, a 
number of other federal agencies, and the 
fifty states. 

AMERICAN CONSERVATION CORPS 
PASSES WITH BARE-BONES BUDGET 

GEOTHERMAL LEASING PROHIBITED 
IN AREA NEXT TO YELLOWSTONE 

ARIZONA GETS MILLION ACRES 
OF NEW WILDERNESS AREAS 
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threatened by ski development: 

9/10,36 

Guadalupe Mountains NM (Texas): 
saved from pipeline: 11/12,38 
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duced for land exchange: 5/6,46 

o 
O R R R C 

Senate bill on new committee: 1/2,46 
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deletion plan for Cape Hatteras: 1/2,46 
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11/12,8 
Pictured Rocks NL (Mich.): backpacking 

in: 3/4,21-27 
Pierce, Robert 

NPCA Trust to aid park acquisitions: 
9/10,18-19 

border problems at Big Bend NP: 
11/12,28-29 
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NPCA opposes logging in: 1/2,47 
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Schullery, Paul: protecting grizzlies in 

Yellowstone: 7/8,27-32 
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Wood, Pinckney: elk hun t in Grand Te
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Y 
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geothermal bill: 11/12,43 
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Yosemite NP (Calif.): FAA addresses 
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Young, David R : Jean Lafitte N H P and 
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Zabludoff, Sonya: Senate hearings to 

protect park wildlife: 9/10,34-35 
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OFFICIAL COMMEMORATIVE ART PRINT 

Great Smokies 50th Anniversary 

QAMd 9^/utage by Lee Roberson IMAGE SIZE24"x16" 

"It seems fitting that artists Lee and Dolores Roberson, whose farmstead/gallery is 
nestled in a remote mountain cove of Smoky Mountains National Park, should be 

chosen to create the official limited edition art print and official art poster 
commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Great Smokies." 

—ART BUSINESS NEWS, September 1984 

The very essence of our most 
visited national park — The Great 
Smokies — has been captured in 
this superb work. It is available, 
while it lasts, as a limited edition 
signed and numbered print, on fine 
quality art print paper. Artist Lee 
Roberson, a native son of this mys
tical and captivating land, has pro
duced a f i t t ing tribute for this spe
cial occasion. Like the morning mist 
over these ancient mountains, this 
opportunity will soon be gone — 
get yours, now, before the supply is 
sold out. 

NATIONAL PARKS AND CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 
1701 18th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009 

Please send me copies of WILD HERITAGE by Lee 
Roberson. I have enclosed my payment of $ 
($55 per print). I understand that shipping and handling is 
included in the purchase price, and if I am not 100% satisfied I 
can return the print(s) in their original condition for a full refund. 

Name 

Street 

City State Zip 



East Rim, Big Bend National Park 

Parks, Packs and Pet 
We make good things for 
you to pack in. But, please, 
pack them out, too — 
along with any other con
tainers you take into our 
national parks. 

PET 
An IC Industries Company 


