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ﬁ.’r amazing what an afternoon on the beach
can do to a week's worth of troubles. Tenston and anxiety C\O/ema %
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need for a relaxing afternoon outside. Our comfortable
Nylon Camp Chair, for example, folds up neatly so you can take
tt almoat anywhere. The Coleman Event Center™ stows
your lunch and folds out into a table where you can enjoy tt.
Our rugged fanny packs give you a convenient
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Help Preserve America’s Greatest Resources

“Summer’s Glory™ - Glacier National Park
30"x 20" - 1.000 signed & numbered — $150.00

Established in 1910, Glacier National Park lies along
the US./Canadian border in northwestern Montana.

Glacier's magnificent mountain ranges are largely
the result of the seasonal grinding action of immense
sheets of ice and snow over thousands of years. Today.
in the highest regions, nearly 60 small glaciers continue
the gradual landscape transformation.

The rugged mountains and forests support a wide
variety of animals, including grizzly bears, moose,
bighorn sheep, mink. otters, eagles, and mountain blue-
birds. The park is well known for its abundance of color-
ful wildflowers, including beargrass and glacier lilies.

The National Parks Series

by David Harbur

The National Parks and
Conservation Association is
proud to present landscape and
wildlife artist David Harbur in his
print series of all U.S. national parks.

Proceeds from the sale of these limited edition prints
will support NPCA and its continuing efforts to preserve and
protect the national parks today and for future generations.

The National Parks and Conservation Association is
America’s only private, nonprofit citizen organization dedi-
cated solely to protecting. preserving. and enhancing the
U.S. National Park System.

To order, call toll-free 1-800-273-9332. 24hrs.

. NATZ,
= A 0'1) Visa, MasterCard, American Express and Discover accepted.
- = Askabout other National Park Series prints.
"4’,,-‘, “.“S " Nature’s Lasting Impressions. Inc., 11200 Montgomery NE. Suite 8, Albuguerque, NM 87111

e-mail: dharbur@aol.com
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Katmai at a Crossroads
More and more people are
flocking to Brooks Falls for a
close-up view of Alaskan
brown bears. Anticipating
potential mishaps, the Park
Service is considering ways to
better manage this area.

By Bill Sherwonit

Guardians

of Our Legacy

The National Park Service must
often find creative solutions to
caring for the millions of
museum objects tucked away
in historic parks.

By Kim A. O’Connell

Homecoming

Thanks to an extended captive
breeding program, the Califor-
nia condor stands a chance of
reestablishing itself in the
wild. This summer nine con-
dors will be released near the
Grand Canyon, a place from
which they have been absent
for more than 70 years.

By Todd Wilkinson

PAGE 47

PARKS

COVER: A mother bear and her
three cubs fish at Brooks Falls in
Katmai National Park, Alaska.
Photograph by Jeff Foott.
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OUTLOOK

Congress is considering legislation that could forever
change the wilderness character of Alaska.

T NPCA’S ANNUAL

DINNER on March 6,

Lowell Thomas, Jr.,

spoke eloquently,

expressing his life-
long devotion to the
national parks of Alaska.
NPCA was honoring
Lowell with the William
Penn Mott, Jr., Conserva-
tionist of the Year Award.
Lowell was honoring us
by sharing with us his life and accom-
plishments and his beloved Alaska. The
event, which featured video presenta-
tions on Lowell’s life and Alaska, will be
long remembered because of his com-
pelling story and the breathtaking
images of Alaska.

Lowell’s principles and expectations
for what Alaska should be contrast
sharply with those of people who
would remake our “last frontier” with
the same blueprint of development that
has degraded much of the American
landscape—more roads, more mining,
more timbering. Lowell, however,
reminded us that Alaska is still “our last
chance to do it right.”

NPCA is currently fighting several
battles on behalf of parks in Alaska,
including Lake Clark National Park.
Possibly the only issue on which Interi-
or secretaries James Watt and Bruce
Babbitt have agreed is that Native cor-
poration land selections in and around
Lake Clark were fair and those agree-
ments should be honored. Some coastal
lands were to remain in the park, ac-
cording to a 1976 agreement, while
many more were to be conveyed to
corporations. Unhappy with the cur-
rent status, the wealthy Native corpora-
tion has enlisted the support of Rep.

Don Young (chair of the
House Resources Com-
mittee) to “solve a legal
dispute.” His solution,
now working its way
through the committee,
would transfer most of
the remaining coastline
out of the park, preclud-
ing future access to this
still pristine and mostly
undiscovered gem.

Also pending before the House and
Senate natural resource committees is a
proposal that would create a new,
open-ended land grant for roads across
national parks and other public lands in
Alaska. This proposal, known as Re-
vised Statute 2477, would devastate
Alaska’s wildlands, as it would park-
lands throughout the West.

Under pressure from the Alaska con-
gressional delegation, the Park Service
is considering a new proposal to dra-
matically increase cruise ship use in
Glacier Bay without adequately ad-
dressing critical air quality and safety
concerns.

And on and on the story goes. Low-
ell asked that our annual dinner not be
focused on him but rather on Alaska—
not just to celebrate Alaska but also to
remind those who fought for it in the
‘70s and early ‘80s that the battle burns
on into the ‘90s. Lowell reminded us
that the preservation of Alaska’s pre-
cious wilderness is not a concern of
Alaskans alone but requires vigilance—
and action—from all of us.

A

Paul C. Pritchard
President, NPCA

DUPONT PHOTOGRAPHERS
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National Parks and Conservation Association presents
NATIONAL PARKS OF THE NORTH:

MONTANA BY PRIVATE RAIL
September 24 - October 2, 1996

Painting by Gustav K
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ABOUT NPCA

WHO WE ARE: Established in 1919, the National
Parks and Conservation Association is America’s only
private, nonprofit citizen organization dedicated solely
to protecting, preserving and enhancing the US.
National Park System.

WHAT WE DO: NPCA protects national parks by
identifying problems and generating support neces-
sary to resolve them. Through its efforts, NPCA has
developed a base of grassroots support that has
increased effectiveness at local and national levels.
WHAT WE STAND FOR: NPCA's mis-
sion 1s to protect and improve the
quality of our National Park System
and to promote an understanding
of. appreciation for, and sense of
personal commitment to parklands.
HOW TO JOIN: NPCA depends
almost entirely on contributions from our
members for the resources essential for an
effective program.You can become a member by call-
ing our Member Services Department.The bimonth-
ly National Parks magazine is among the benefits you
will receive. Of membership dues, $3 covers a one-
year subscription to the magazine.

EDITORIAL MISSION: The magazine is the only
national publication focusing solely on national parks.
The most important communication vehicle with our
members, the magazine creates an awareness of the
need to protect and properly manage the resources
found within and adjacent to the national parks. The
magazine underscores the uniqueness of the national
parks and encourages an appreciation for the scenery

and the natural and historic treasures found in them,
informing and inspiring individuals who have concerns
about th eparks and want to know how they can help
bring about improvements to these irreplaceable
resources.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE: A critical component in
NPCA's park protection programs are members
who take the lead in defense of America’s natural and
cuttural heritage. Park activists alert Congress and the
administration to park threats; comment on park
planning and adjacent land-use decisions;
assist NPCA in developing partner-
ships; and educate the public and the
media about park issues. The Park
Activist Network is composed of
three groups: Park Watchers, park
activists, and park support groups. For
more information on the activist net-
work, contact our Grassroots Department,
extension 22 1. NPCA's success also depends on the
financial support of our members. For more informa-
tion on special giving opportunities, such as Partners
for the Parks (a monthly giving program), Trustees for
the Parks ($1,000 and above), bequests, planned gifts,
and matching gifts, call our Development Depart-
ment, extension 146.
HOW TO REACH US: By mail: National Parks and
Conservation Association, 1776 Massachusetts
Avenue, N.W, Washington, DC 20036; by phone: |-
800-NAT-PARK; by e-mail: natparks@aol.com or
npca@npcaorg and on-line: http/Awwnpca.org/-
npcar.

&
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Stewardship

HE STAFF OF National Parks magazine

takes particular pleasure in pub-

lishing articles about wildlife, and

surveys show that “creature fea-

tures” are a favorite among our
readers as well. In this issue, we present
two stories about denizens of the parks
—Alaskan brown bears in Katmai
National Park and Preserve, by Bill Sher-
wonit (page 28), and California con-
dors in Grand Canyon National Park, by
Todd Wilkinson (page 40).

The condor, which Wilkinson calls
“the poster child for managing endan-
gered species,” has hovered near extinc-
tion for the last several decades. Thanks
to an extensive captive breeding and
recovery program, the bird is returning
to the skies over northern Arizona and
southern Utah. Originally scheduled
for last November, the release of the
condors has been postponed several
times, largely because of opposition by
the Wise Use Movement. We expected
that the release would have happened
by the time the article was published,
but instead we're ahead of the game—
an uncommon “scoop” for National Parks
magazine. At press time, the release was
scheduled for June, and we are pleased
to call attention to this attempt to bring
condors back from the brink.

The other feature story in this issue,
by News Editor Kim O’Connell (page
34), deals with a different kind of irre-
placeable resource—the millions of
documents, artifacts, photographs, and
other historic treasures under the Park
Service's care. Many parks—especially
historic sites in the northeastern part of
the country—hold vast collections of
these objects and often lack the funding
and storage space to properly preserve
and protect them. “Guardians of Our
Legacy” is the story of how the Park
Service is strengthening its stewardship
of these museum collections.

Sue E. Dodge, Editor
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Brave hearts. Kindred spirits.

Beautifully presented
with a handsome
decorative border

Running Wolf races through the forest, his sure-
footed pony flying over the hard brown earth turned
white by an early snowfall. He knows no fear.
Nothing can harm him. His brother the wolf is his
companion. Pathfinder. Wise one. Brother wolf’s
daring spirit fills the young warrior with the courage
of a thousand winters.

This breathtaking example of “camouflage
art"—the vision of celebrated artist Diana Casey—
—is now yours to treasure on a fine porcelain col-
lector’s plate. It's a stirring reminder of the kinship
between nature and America’s native people.

“Eyes of the Wolf,” 84 inches in diameter, is a
hand-numbered limited edition, comes with a
Certificate of Authenticity, and is backed by the
Bradford Exchange 365-day money-back guaran-
tee. Best of all—priced at $29.95—it’s one out-
standing art value.

Order your plate today. Send no money now. Just
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il plate with a correspondingly hand-

numbered Certificate of Authenticity Signature
* A complete plate story introducing ' Mr. Mrs. Ms
you to the artist and detailing the - Name (Please Print Clearly)
i significance of this stunning plate ! Your Address
| . 4
{ A new work of art by Diana Casey, 1 City
highly acclaimed for her “hidden S
nature” wildlife art | State Zip
: ) - .
{ » An unconditional 365-day guarantee§ ' Telephone (
{ allowing you to return your plate |
| for a full refund of everything you -
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A stirring picture-within-a-picture
presented on flawless porcelain
portrays the mystical bond
between man and nature

Use this guide
1o discover the
Wolf Warrior
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Sen. Murkowski Responds

Alaska hosts some of America’s most
spectacular parks. In fact, the state’s
15 National Park Service units
amount to 54 million acres or 68
percent of park territory nationwide.
As an Alaskan and an outdoorsman, I
am proud of that heritage and con-
sider myself fortunate to have experi-
enced it firsthand. As chairman of the
Senate committee overseeing the
nation’s parks, I want to help others
do the same.

We must preserve these marvelous
examples of nature’s handiwork
while providing access to them for
generations of Americans. The Park
Service must be pro-people and pro-
park. This dual approach is consistent
with its founding principles.

Because I love our parks and con-
sider their maintenance vital, I take
exception to National Parks’ inaccurate
and hyperbolic portrayal of my att-
tude on the matter [“Assault on the
Last Frontier,” January/February
1996]. Our parks are not “under seri-
ous attack” by Alaskans in Congress,
nor have we “launched a legislative
salvo to develop, log, mine, and give
away national parks.” And the claim
that we meet to “plot strategy” to
“attack” parks is absurd.

My agenda addresses billions of
dollars in infrastructure repair and
deferred maintenance. It addresses
fiscal and personnel requirements. It
recognizes that our parks are under-
funded and, in some cases, falling
apart. It tries to do more with less. But
it does not address the deauthoriza-
tion of park units, despite Park Ser-
vice claims that some do not belong
in the system.

I do not advocate mining in parks
where such activity is prohibited. Nor
have 1 fostered logging or drilling
within park boundaries. To suggest
s0, as this publication did, is mislead-
ing. This senator has worked to buy
out the Kantishna mining claims in
Denali National Park.

One of America’s crown jewels,
Denali should be protected and

enjoyed. It and other parks benefit
from increased visitation because visi-
tor support is vital to park programs.
Under proper management, people are
parks” best friends. Constructive sug-
gestions on how our parks can best be
managed should always be welcomed.

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt’s
Denali Task Force did not agree with
my proposal for a northern access
route into the park. But your article
failed to mention that the National Park
System Advisory Board overturned the
task force’s recommendation and sug-
gested a northern rail route. My
amendment explores the feasibility of a
road or rail route, complete with envi-
ronmental rules and regulations.

Denali is Alaska’s top tourist destina-
ton. It makes little sense to keep the
majority of visitors on a 90-mile rib-
bon of road into a 6-million-acre
park—a park the size of Vermont. By
the Park Service’s own admission,
many who try to see the wilds of
Denali are turned away—of 490,149
visitors, only 241,995 took the bus
into the interior A northern access
route would benefit visitors and
decrease pressure on resources along
the existing route. This proposal makes
environmental and economic sense.

It took me ten years to convince the
agency that we could increase visitation
to Glacier Bay while protecting the
environment. Admitting a few more
cruise ships during the three-month
season will not harm the environment.
For many, the best way to see the
grandeur of Glacier Bay is from the
deck of a cruise ship.

Because much of Alaska’s 54 million
acres of parkland is remote wilderness,
many park areas are limited to those
few who can afford to hire the necessi-
ties to enjoy wilderness travel. We need
places such as Denali, Katmai, and
Glacier Bay to be more accessible.

To overcome overwhelming main-
tenance deficits, many are advocating
public/private partnerships to channel
private funds into parks. I support this
concept. Congress passed concessions

reform increasing competition and
setting higher limits on entrance fees.
This legislation, vetoed with the bal-
anced budget bill, would have done
more for parks than the NPCA-sup-
ported bill, which exempts 80 per-
cent of concessioners from competi-
ton. I support competition among
concessioners and private funds for
parks.

My committee wrote legislation
securing the future of the magnificent
Presidio. The private sector will oper-
ate this portion of Golden Gate
National Recreation Area so that, after
15 years, the Presidio will reach self-
sufficiency. This bipartisan proposal
will free up $25 million a year for
other parks.

These ideas have come about
because I and other Americans love
our parks. We are faced with the
necessity of doing more with less and
stand united in our determination
that we must do more. Unfortunately,
your article misses these points and,
therefore, represents an assault on the
truth.

Sen. Frank Murkowski (R-Alaska)

EDITORIAL REPLY: The intent of our
article was not to attack Alaska’s con-
gressional delegation, but to draw
attention to policy initiatives that, if
implemented, would threaten the
wilderness character of the national
parks in Alaska. We would like to
address some specific points in Sen.
Murkowski’s response. The Park Sys-
tem Advisory Board did not “over-
turn” the recommendations of the
Denali Task Force. The board approved
the task force’s report with an amend-
ment endorsing a northern rail route
—not a road—contingent on a stake-
holders’ agreement concerning the
extent and nature of development to
be allowed. Pressure is mounting to
increase visitation to the national
parks in Alaska. We believe additional
visitors can be accommodated, but
decisions must be based on an under-
standing of the resources and a com-
mitment not to destroy the character
of the parks in the process.
National Parks stands by its article.
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LETTERS

Help from Our Friends, Cabin Fever,
Asking for Concessions

Help from Our Friends

When I began to work for the federal
government more than seven years ago,
I expected to provide my best efforts as
an engineer in exchange for pay and
benefits that recognized the knowledge
and abilities I developed in acquiring
two degrees in civil engineering. Since
that time, both parties have performed
their part of the deal. (Of course I am
not alone. Although the federal govern-
ment certainly has its share of dead-
beats collecting a paycheck for minimal
effort, there are far more sincere, hard-
working folks who serve with commit-
ment and pride.)

With the recent budget fiascos
resulting in government shutdowns, I,
along with so many other “nonessen-
tial” personnel, was sent home on fur-
lough. Since the “powers that be”
ensured payment of salaries to all per-
sonnel during the shutdown, we were
given, in effect, a bonus paid vacation
period. Being paid for not working is
reflective of the moronic way the gov-
ernment sometimes functions. I know
there are a number of practical reasons
for this, but the idea just doesn't sit
right with me. For this reason, I am
sending a check to NPCA for the pay I
received for the 132 hours I did not
work during the two furloughs.

I'm not foolish enough to return
this money to the federal treasury.
Instead I'd like NPCA to use it in its
efforts to support the integrity of our
National Park System—a system that
belongs to all the citizens of this coun-
try. Because I am an employee of the
National Park Service, the funds that
paid my salary were intended to bene-
fit the national parks through my work.
I'm glad NPCA is around so this money
will serve that purpose.

Robert E Wolf
Lakewood, CO

Paul Gallaher recently admonished
NPCA [Letters, November/December

NATIONAL PARKS

1995] for deceiving him into believing
that the group purchased land for fed-
eral parks, for lobbying Congress, and
for having a bad attitude about the
“heroic” efforts of the 104th Congress.
I recently contributed to NPCA to help
fight legislation such as H.R. 260 [the
park closure bill that was deleted from
the budget reconciliation package in
October].The NPCA information pack-
age that I received in the mail was quite
clear regarding the association’s ad-
mirable and important mission.

I cannot understand how the 104th
Congress can be construed as “heroic.”
I agree wholeheartedly that the budget
needs to be balanced and the national
debt needs to be reduced. Closing parks
would embellish the coffers of the US.
Treasury; however, the amount is in-
significant compared to the $260-bil-
lion tax cut proposed by the 104th
Congress. The mind-set of this Con-
gress is to relinquish irreplaceable
wildlands for short-term and relatively
minuscule gain.

It is odd that Gallaher implies that
there is something deceitful about
NPCA paying “people to lobby in
Washington, D.C." Before the No-
vember 1994 elections, Newt Gingrich
shamelessly announced that those
wishing influence in his Republican
Congress better get on board now or be
closed out. Big business got the mes-
sage and is now rewriting our environ-
mental laws. There is clearly a difference
between self-interested, greed-motivat-
ed lobbyists working for industries,
such as timber and mining concerns,
and selfless, nonprofit organizations
that work to preserve our natural her-
itage for future generations.

Thomas S. Helms
Knoxville, TN

ANSWER TO “YOU ARE HERE”
BUBUO B [RUONBN] JIIDRIS)

ADVERTISEMENT

Let the
NorthStar Lantern
Light Your Way

For nearly 100 years, The
Coleman Company has been helping
millions of campers get the most out
of the great outdoors by providing the
right equipment.

Now, Coleman has taken its most
famous product, the lantern, and given
it its most significant redesign in dec-
ades. The result is the new NorthStar™
2000 Dual Fuel™ Lantern, the most
user-friendly gas lantern ever made.

It's also the brightest Coleman gas
lantern ever, more than 20 percent
brighter, yet fully adjustable.

The NorthStar features: a push-
button electronic ignition for match-
less lighting; an easy-to-attach tubular
mantle with no strings to tie; a wide,
skid-resistant base for stability; a pro-
tective globe guard; and a new pump
system that indicates when the proper
operating pressure has been reached.

Rugged. Depend-
able. Easy to use.
What else would you
expect from Coleman?

So the next time
you want to brighten
up your part of the
great outdoors, look to
Coleman and the new

NorthStar.



America’s First
Commemorative
Proof Coin

SE )

The 1982 George Washington
silver half dollar proof was
issued by the U.S. Mint for $12.
But today your special
introductory price is

ONLY $9.95

Two hundred years ago, the U.S.
Mint issued its first coins under
George Washington’s presidency.
But it was not until 1982 thata U.S.
commemorative coin was made
generally available to the American
public in finest-quality proof form.
Honoring Washington’s 250th
birthday, this popular one-year-only
proof inaugurated America’s ongoing
commemorative proof coin series.
The acclaimed Washington obverse
and Mt. Vernon reverse feature deep-
struck frosted images and mirror
fields in this exquisite proof form.
In 1982, the U.S. Mint issued the
Washington 90% silver half dollar
proof for $12 and it’s listed for up to
$17. Through this special offer, you
can acquire yours for just $9.95 each,
3 for $28.50, 5 for $47 or 10 for $89
(order #13503). Add $2 postage.
30-Day No-Risk Home Examination:
Money-Back Guarantee. To order by
credit card, call toll-free. Or send
check or money order to:
International Coins & Currency
62 Ridge St., Box 218, Dept. 3422
Montpelier, Vermont 05601
1-800-451-4463

Serving Collectors for 22 years [3375
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Cabin Fever

As a first-year subscriber to your attrac-
tive magazine and volunteer coordina-
tor for the 700-member citizens group
that seeks help from Congress to pre-
serve 67 cabins (and use of them) in
the Mineral King Valley in Sequoia
National Park, I am alarmed by errors
in the Pacific Regional Report in the
January/February 1996 issue. Most of
the cabins were developed before the
Park Service was established and are
part of America’s rich history, which
NPS Director Roger Kennedy claims “is
what national parks are all about.” Our
proposal—to continue our 100-year
stewardship of the land and cabin use
alongside mines, campers, inholder
cabins, and hikers—does not constitute
a threat to the integrity of the Park Sys-
tem or even a blip on the radar screen
of park problems that require the atten-
tion of your readers.

Permit-holding cabin owners pay
taxes, plus fees and administrative
costs, to NPS. Contrary to your report,
because none of the cabin permittees
ever owned the property, none were
compensated by NPS when Mineral
King was added to Sequoia in 1978.

Ruth Shepherd
Mineral King District Association
Salem, OR

Asking for Concessions

I am a concessioner in the National
Park System and have been a member
of your organization for a number of
years. I am disturbed by the continued
publishing of misinformation pertain-
ing to national park concessioners.
Statements referring to concessioners’
“sweetheart deals” are, for the majority
of the parties involved, untrue. This
type of false editorializing results in let-
ters like the one written by Allston E.
Weller III [January/February 1996].
The writer compares national parks to
multimillion-dollar attractions such as
Disney World! In most of the parks, if it
were not for the concessioner, there
would not be an attraction available to
the average American citizen. Most like-
ly as a result of the misinformation

continued

LETTERS

printed in your magazine, Weller has a
distorted idea of concession benefits.

I entered into a national park con-
cession with a desire to provide a
memorable, safe, inexpensive experi-
ence to people visiting our park. I
should point out that like a number of
small concessioners, we have been in
business for more than 13 years and
have yet to realize the first penny of profit.

WJ. Hornberger
Biscayne National Underwater Park Co.
Stuart, FL

EDITORIAL REPLY: Concessioners pro-
vide valuable services in our national
parks, but if we forget that the natural,
cultural, and historic features preserved
in the parks are their attractions, we
have lost sight of the fundamental value
of our National Park System.

Acknowledging that two fundamen-
tally different types of concessioners
operate in the parks—small “mom and
pop” businesses and multimillion dol-
lar corporations—NPCA worked with
legislators to write language to treat the
two differently. The bills introduced by
Sens. Robert Bennett (R-Utah) and Dale
Bumpers (D-Ark.) and Rep. Jan Meyers
(R-Kans.) keep the present arrange-
ment for concessioners generating less
than $500,000 per year. More lucrative
businesses would have to compete like
any other business outside the parks. In
the end, the numbers speak for them-
selves: in 1993, concessioners generat-
ed $667 million in revenues and paid
less than 3 percent back to the govern-
ment in fees. None of that money went
to the parks.

Allston E. Weller III wrote that the fees
at the national parks need to be
increased. What he apparently does not
know is that the fees collected at the
gates go to the general fund, the same
place income taxes go. These funds pay
for the military, welfare, roads, the
national debt, clinics, studies, adminis-
tration of the IRS and other govern-
ment entities, as well as federal lands.
Mark Gudmendsen
Odakhurst, CA



| NP C A |

Park News

BY KIM A.

0'CONNELL

RESTORATION

Gore Unvells
Everglades Plan

Polluters would pay to restore
water flows in south Florida.

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Water is
the “liquid heart of Florida,” lifelong
Everglades aetivist Marjory Stoneman
Douglas has written. Although decades
of development in south Florida have
drained and depleted this lifeblood, a
new plan could go far to reverse the
damage.

On behalf of President Clinton, Vice
President Al Gore announced on
February 19 a comprehensive seven-
year plan to restore the south Florida
ecosystem, which includes Everglades
National Park, Big Cypress National
Preserve, and Biscayne National Park.
The administration’s plan calls for
about $1.5 billion in funding Over
seven years—double the current lev-
els—for Everglades restoration activi-
ties. Among the most notable aspects of
the plan is a new penny-per-pound as-
sessment on sugar grown in south
Florida. The region’s sugar industry is a
large polluter of the Everglades.

“We are dealing with an extremely
fragile ecosystem that is on the verge of
collapse,” Gore said. “Saving the Ever-
glades is a priority for the United States
of America. It’s that simple.”

In response to devastating flooding
caused by hurricanes in the early
1900s, the US. Army Corps of En-
gineers initated a flood control project
in 1948 that included constructing a
series of canals and levees south of Lake

NATIONAL PARKS

DAVID MUENCH

President Clinton has outlined a plan to restore water flows in the Everglades.

Okeechobee. This newly created Ever-
glades Agricultural Area (EAA) allowed
for the boom in farming and develop-
ment that has characterized southern
Florida for the last 50 years. In addi-
tion, the once-meandering, 103-mile
Kissimmee River north of the lake was
straightened and reduced to a 56-mile-
long channel.

Because of extensive use of the EAA,
particularly for the production of sugar,
the water quality and hydrology of the
Everglades ecosystem have steadily de-
clined. In addition to implementing a
water quality improvement plan, the
administration would create an Ever-
glades Restoration Fund that would be
used to acquire at least 100,000 acres
of land in the EAA to restore natural
water flows. The fund would consist of

congressional appropriations of $100
million a year for four years, as well as
money generated from the penny-per-
pound assessment on sugar, projected
to raise $245 million over seven years.
Also, Senate Majority Leader and presi-
dential candidate Robert Dole (R-Kans.)
has added $200 million for Everglades
restoration to the farm bill.

Sugar growers say they have been un-
fairly targeted to bear the lion’s share of
the costs for the plan. In anticipation of
Gore’s announcement, about 2,000
protesters—including sugar farmers
and industry officials—gathered in
Miami on February 18 to oppose the
new tax. However, both the administra-
tion and NPCA believe that the costs of
restoring the south Florida ecosystem
should be met by those that have con-
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FUNDING

President Reveals
1997 Budget

NPCA says National Park
System needs more money.

tributed to its decline.

“In Florida, people are concerned
about the Everglades because it affects
the quality of their lives,” said Tom
Adams, NPCA Washington representa-
tive. “These people strongly support ef-
forts to compel businesses that have
benefited from the Everglades to share
responsibility for its cleanup.”

The administration’s plan is one of
several Everglades restoration projects
initiated in the last 18 months. In
November 1994, the Corps of En-
gineers outlined several proposals to re-
store the area’s hydrology, and the new
plan would accelerate completion of
this project.

As a founding member of the
Everglades Coalition, NPCA thanks the
administration for its commitment to
restoring the south Florida ecosystem.

“The Everglades is the most wonder-
ful example of how things can turn
around,” Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbitt said at a recent NPCA briefing.
“We cannot protect Everglades Na-
tional Park until we restore the entire

Myers

sNaples

7 Biscayne
< National

Key Westgo-s:
The south Florida ecosystem.

ecosystem. Vice President Gore [has]
laid out a dramatic proposal.”

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Amid con-
tinued debate over federal spending for
the remainder of this year, President
Clinton released his fiscal year 1997
budget for the Interior Department and
its agencies.

On March 19, the administration an-
nounced a $7.33-billion funding re-
quest for the department, which over-
sees the National Park Service, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau of
Land Management, and others.The Park
Service’s share is $1.5 billion, which
constitutes a $181-million increase
over expected fiscal year 1996 levels
and about 20 percent of the overall
Interior budget.

NPCA commended major funding
initiatives in the request that will aid in
critical park restoration projects. Per-
haps most notable is the $100 million
allotted for land acquisition in south
Florida, which would aid in restoring
natural water flows in and around
Everglades National Park. The president
also requested funding for other agen-
cies to contribute to the effort. (See re-
lated story on page 13.)

In addition, the president has ear-
marked $111 million to purchase and
dismantle two dams on the Elwha River
in Olympic National Park in Wash-
ington. Breaching the dams—long
supported by NPCA—would foster the
return of the Elwha’s once-bountiful
runs of salmon.

The administration’s request would
also fund other high-priority projects
at individual national parks.The budget
request for park operations is $1.2 bil-
lion—$90.2 million more than the ex-
pected fiscal 1996 appropriation—
which means a 3-percent increase for
each of the 369 national park units and

a total 10-percent increase for the 42
neediest parks. A prime example is the
flood-ravaged Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal National Historical Park in the
Washington, D.C., area, which would
receive a $16-million supplement to
the 1996 budget for its restoration.
However, the overall request for NPS
land acquisition is down $13 million
from the expected 1996 levels. At $36
million, the request inhibits the Park
Service’s ability to “buy land today to
protect parks for tomorrow,” according
to NPCA President Paul C. Pritchard.
“The president’s commitment to
restoring the Everglades and the Elwha
River is the wise investment we need to
make if our national parks are going to
be preserved and protected for future
generations,” Pritchard said. “However,
in these tight budget times, the admin-
istration needs to look for creative ways
to get more money to the National Park
System. If the approved NPS operating
budget is less than the president has
asked for, some parks—or portions of
parks—could be closed.”

EVER WISH You CouULD
RIDE INTO HISTORY?

FY 96 Update

t press time, Congress and

President Clinton had approved

the latest in a series of stopgap
measures to fund the Interior De-
partment in lieu of fiscal year 1996
appropriations. The short-term con-
tinuing resolution ensures that most
National Park Service programs can
continue through April 24. Under a
previous resolution, visitor services
in the national parks are guaranteed
through September 30.

Congress continues to struggle
with resolving the Interior spending
bill, and several provisions remain
unacceptable to the White House.
Chief among these is a stipulation
that conditions NPS funding for and
management of Mojave National
Preserve on the agency’s submission
of a “conceptual management plan”
to be approved by Congress. NPCA
opposes this unprecedented request.
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WELL NOW’S YOUR CHANCE,

BECAUSE NORTH DAKOTA OFFERS THE
MOST SPECTACULAR SCENERY

AND HISTORICAL MIND-
SCAPES AROUND.

A BIKE, DRIVING AN RV,

PULLING A TRAILER OR HIK-

ING, YOU’LL COME FACE TO

FACE WITH THE LARGER

THAN LIFE FIGURES OF ’
CUSTER, LEWIS AND g
CLARK, ROOSEVELT AND ¥
SITTING BULL.

CALL OUR TOLL-FREE NUMBER AND

RECEIVE YOUR FREE INFORMATION
PACKET TODAY, AND GRAB YOUR BEST
CHANCE YET TO RIDE INTO HISTORY.
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NPS Alters Plan
For Cruise Ships
In Glacier Bay

Revised proposal considers
sensitive park resources.

GUSTAVUS, ALASKA— Three spe-
cies of whales—the endangered
humpback, the rare minke, and the dis-
tinctive orca—are known to occur in
the cold waters of Glacier Bay National
Park and Preserve in southeast Alaska.
Responding in part to public concern
for these creatures, the National Park
Service has revised a plan that would
increase the number of large vessels al-
lowed in this domain of whales.

The Park Service released its initial
Glacier Bay vessel management plan
last summer, calling for a 72-percent
increase in the number of cruise ships
in the bay during the busy summer
season. NPCA strongly opposed this ap-
proach and urged the Park Service to
consider potential impacts on whales,
to study how stack emissions from
ships would diminish the park’s already
declining air quality, and to consider
other types of vessels and park users.
Furnished with these and other com-
ments received on the plan, the agency
went back to the drawing board.

The revised plan would increase
Glacier Bay cruise ship entries by 30
percent in 1996 and 1997 and by as
much as 45 percent thereafter, contin-
gent on specified conditions. The num-
ber of cruise ships allowed during the
season would increase from 107 in
1995 to 139 in 1996, although no
more than two entries a day would be
permitted. NPS can also reduce vessel
numbers if problems occur.

The new plan also sets an important
precedent for Alaska units of the
National Park System: To mitigate the
effects of motorized vessels, six speci-
fied marine areas (encompassing 7
percent of the park) would be closed to
motorized use during the summer, the
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Another plan to allow more cruise
ships in Glacier Bay has been released.

first designation of nonmotorized
“wilderness waters” in Alaska. Other
mitigating measures include vessel op-
erating requirements, such as slower
speeds near whales; restrictions on and
closures of “special-use” areas; and
strategies for responding to oil spills
and for minimizing air pollution and
underwater noise.

In NPCA’s view, the plan still con-
tains some deficiencies, such as vague
standards about how future decisions
will be made. In addition, the revised
plan is not based on any research to
prove that it would not harm the park’s
resources. NPCA is preparing addition-
al comments on the plan.

LEGISLATION

State-Run Parks
Spur Debate

Proposals could threaten
integrity of park system.
WASHINGTON, D.cC.— Although

the memory of last year’s two federal
shutdowns may be fading, legislation
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resulting from those tumultuous weeks
is still of concern to Congress.

Visitors and businesses that rely on
tourism were outraged at the tempo-
rary closure of the National Park
System brought on by the shutdowns.
Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona
became a particular symbol of the
dilemma when Gov. Fife Symington
(R) threatened to have the National
Guard reopen the popular park. He
later proposed that his state take over
management of the canyon, and
Arizona Sens. John McCain (R) and Jon
Kyl (R) introduced legislation that
could satisfy the governor’s wishes.

The bill (S. 1451) would allow the
secretary of the Interior to enter into
agreements that would let state or mu-
nicipal employees replace National Park
Service staff when the “normal level of
park operations” cannot be achieved,
such as during a federal shutdown. On
March 7, the Senate subcommittee on
parks held a hearing on the measure,
and NPCA was a witness.

“This scenario is three strikes against
taxpayers,” Phil Voorhees, NPCA’s asso-
ciate director for policy development,
testified. “They lose once when the
parks are closed....They lose again
when they have to pay for state workers
to take over the jobs of Park Service
professionals who have already been
paid and trained to manage the parks.
Then they lose a third time if, as the bill
allows, the federal government reim-
burses states for running the parks.”

Voorhees also pointed out that the
bill is not limited to another federal
government shutdown, does not define
“normal level of operations,” and
would weaken the National Park Sys-
tem. “The National Park System tells
the story of our history,” Voorhees said.

Similar legislation (S. 1185) spon-
sored by Sen. Larry Pressler (R-S.Dak.)
would turn over management of Wind
Cave National Park, Mount Rushmore
National Memorial, and Jewel Cave
National Monument to the state of
South Dakota.

#) TAKE ACTION: Write to your sena-
tors, urging them to oppose S. 1451 and S.
| 185.Address: US. Senate, Washington, DC
20510.
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Air Tour Industry
Awaits Decisions

Grand Canyon and Rocky
Mountain undergo scrutiny.

Pending decisions at Grand Canyon and
Rocky Mountain national parks could
affect how the air tour industry does
business in national parks.

P> At press time, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) was expected to
release in April federal regulations on
overflights at Grand Canyon National
Park in Arizona. The proposed regula-
tion would establish new and modify
existing flight-free zones and flight
corridors in the park, institute flight-
free periods, and limit the number of
commercial sightseeing aircraft autho-
rized to operate over the canyon during
certain hours. NPCA is working to en-
sure that the regulations consider
broader implications for the park sys-
tem and are adequate to protect natur-
al quiet at the canyon.
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The air tour industry is campaigning to begin flights over Rocky Mountain.

» The air tour industry is campaigning
to begin flights over Rocky Mountain
National Park in Colorado. Although
Secretary of Transportation Federico
Pena reportedly is prepared to issue a
ban on overflights at Rocky Mountain,
he is meeting opposition from FAA, an

SAVE OUR NATIONAL PARKS

P VIRGINIA PARKS: NPCA's Save
Our National Parks Campaign is in
high gear. Ata March 21 hearing be-
fore the Senate subcommittee on na-
tional parks, NPCA testified against
portions of legislation affecting na-
tional parks in Virginia, a major cam-
paign issue.

Approved by the House last
September, the legislation (H.R.
1091) would reduce the authorized
boundaries of Richmond National
Battlefield Park and Shenandoah
National Park, preempting studies
that would help determine what the
parks’ ultimate boundaries should
be. NPCA says the bill precludes
public input, ignores the National
Park Service’s standards for establish-
ing park boundaries, and could leave
significant historical and natural fea-
tures at risk of development.

“Shenandoah National Park and
Richmond National Battlefield Park
are two opportunities....for citizens
everywhere to experience the splen-
dor of our American landscape and
the passion and grimness of the
Civil War,” NPCA Northeast Re-
gional Director Eileen Woodford tes-
tified. “We ask Congress not to give
up too easily these places so intrin-
sic to our national heritage.”

NPS also testified against portions

of HR. 1091. The agency asked to
be allowed to complete its general
management plan for Richmond
and its natural resource study for
Shenandoah before Congress legis-
lates the parks’ boundaries.
#) TAKE ACTION: Urge your sena-
tors to oppose HR. 1091. Write to
them at US. Senate, Washington, DC
20510.

agency under his department’s jurisdic-
tion. Rep. Wayne Allard (R-Colo.) has
led members of the Colorado congres-
sional delegation in supporting such a
ban, which NPCA strongly endorses.
One member, Rep. David Skaggs (D),
has introduced a bill (H.R. 1954) that
would allow the National Park Service
to determine the appropriate level of
overflights at national parks.

,,Q])TAKE ACTION: Urge Secretary
Pefia to protect natural quiet at Grand
Canyon and to restrict overflights at Rocky
Mountain National Park. Write to the
Honorable Federico Pefia, Secretary of
Transportation, 400 7th Street, SW,
Wiashington, DC 20590.

AIR QUALITY

Tennessee Reneges
On Agreement

Deal was designed to control
pollution at the Smokies.

NASHVILLE, TENN.— The state
of Tennessee has reneged on an innov-
ative agreement that would have helped
to control the air pollution plaguing
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Great Smoky Mountains National Park.

In late 1994, NPCA and the De-
partment of the Interior filed separate
appeals of the Tenn Luttrell Company’s
permits to build and operate two coal-
burning lime kilns near the Smokies.
Last April, after months of negotiations
about the appeals, NPCA, Interior, Tenn
Luttrell, the National Healthy Air
License Exchange, and the state of
Tennessee devised a landmark set of
agreements.

Last year, ozone pollution levels in
the Smokies were considered danger-
ously high by the American Lung
Association for 67 days. The new
arrangement allowed operation of the
kilns while initiating a process by
which the entities would work togeth-
er to protect air quality in the park. The
centerpiece of the agreement was a
memorandum  of understanding
(MOU) between Tennessee and the
Department of the Interior, detailing
the cooperative permitting process for
new pollution sources. The agreement
was, according to NPCA Southeast
Regional Director Don Barger, “an im-
portant first step.”

But on March 13, under pressure
from the Tennessee Association of
Business, the state rescinded the MOU,
claiming that it would be a burden on
industry. Although Gov. Don Sundquist
(R) expressed support for the rescis-
sion, he created a nine-member adviso-
ry council to review the situation.

Despite its lead role in crafting the
agreement, NPCA was not invited to sit
on the council, but it has galvanized
immense, vociferous public support for
the park. “This agreement was negoti-
ated in good faith with the state by the
Department of the Interior and NPCA,
and we relied heavily upon its execu-
tion in our decision to dismiss our ap-
peal,” Barger said.

The Interior Department also oppos-
es the rescission. George T. Frampton,
Jr., assistant secretary for fish and
wildlife and parks, urged the governor
to uphold his pledge to defend Great
Smoky Mountains National Park.

At press time, the council had rec-
ommended the creation of a new
MOU. The council agreed to two of
NPCA'’s suggestions: that the state use

NATIONAL PARKS

FROM THE
GRAND CANYON 10
THE SEA OF QORTEL

These north and south of the
border neighbors have it all,
from Arizona's magnificent
Grand Canyon to the beaches
of Sonora'’s sparkling Sea of
Cortez. For a free brochure,
call 602-248-15009.
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Regional Tourism
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REGIONAL REPORT

News Briefs from NPCA’s Regional Offices

ALASKA Chip Dennerlein, Regional Director

» The National Park Service has released development concept plans
for two parks: Kenai Fjords National Park and Bering Land Bridge
National Preserve. For Kenai Fjords, NPCA supports the alternative
that provides for better access to Exit Glacier, one of the park’s main
attractions, by requiring shuttle service and improving trails and in-
terpretation. The plan calls for a new visitor center to be developed
in partnership with the US. Forest Service. NPCA also supports the
Bering Land Bridge plan, which advocates a similar cooperative
strategy with Native corporations to establish new visitor facilities.

HEARTLAND 1ori Nelson, Regional Director

» The Friends of the Crystal River is facing opposition within its
ranks over a proposed land exchange at Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore in Michigan. The plan, drawn up in secret, calls
for the exchange of 204 acres of parkland on which condominiums
and a golf course would be constructed. Four members of the
group’s board objected to the plan, which is opposed by NPCA.

P Rep. Bart Stupak (D-Mich.) has introduced an NPCA-supported
bill to upgrade a county road near Pictured Rocks National Lake-
shore in Michigan instead of constructing a shoreline drive.

NORTHEAST GEileen Woodford, Regional Director
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» Erosion has put the historic Nauset Lighthouse at Cape Cod
National Seashore so close to the park’s 60-foot cliff that it must be
moved. NPS has issued an environmental assessment outlining five
possible locations for the light, which the Coast Guard still operates
as an aid to navigation. NPCA is urging the Park Service to choose a
location that would be safe from erosion for as long as possible, up-
hold the lighthouse’s historic integrity, offer the broadest vista for
visitors, and protect endangered species in the area. The move
would require a renegotiation of agreements and licenses among
NPS, the Coast Guard, and the Nauset Light Preservation Society.

PACIFIC Brian Huse, Regional Director

» A cattle ranching and elk and deer hunting operation on Santa
Rosa Island in Channel Islands National Park in California has dam-
aged the natural landscape and threatened 19 species of plants, as
well as the endangered snowy plover. In addition, fecal matter in
park streams are at dangerous levels, and grazing has caused heavy
erosion in riparian areas. NPS is preparing an environmental impact
statement (EIS) on the management of Santa Rosa Island.

TAKE ACTION: Ask for and comment on the EIS, and urge NPS to
retun Santa Rosa Island to its natural state. Write to Acting Super-
intendent Tim Fetnicka, Channel Islands National Park, 1901 Spinnaker
Drive, Ventura, CA 93001.

continued

the existing MOU as the basis for de-
veloping a new one and that in the
meantime the state will operate in the
spirit of the initial agreement.

#) TAKE ACTION: Urge Gov. Sund-
quist to reinstate the agreement and re-
view the way the state addresses park
problems. Write to him at State Capitol,
Nashville, TN 37423, or call 615-741-2001.

PRESERVATION

Abolition Effort
Remembered

NPS studies ways to interpret
historic Underground Railroad.

WASHINGTON, D.c.— The cou-
rageous deeds and words of 19th-cen-
tury abolitionists Harriet Tubman and
Frederick Douglass are well document-
ed. Less known, but just as significant,
are the hundreds of people and places
that formed the Underground Railroad.

This heroic, clandestine struggle
from slavery to freedom is the focus of
a comprehensive study released by the
National Park Service in February. The
congressionally authorized study out-
lines various ways to commemorate
and interpret the Underground Rail-
road by preserving the sites and routes
that remain. More than 380 places
from Florida to Maine—including ex-
isting national park units—served as
way stations for escaped slaves in their
pursuit of liberty.

“The Underground Railroad wasn't a
place; it was one of the most important
social, humanitarian movements in the
history of this nation,” said NPS Dir-
ector Roger Kennedy.

Without adequate preservation or
interpretation, many Underground
Railroad sites are in danger of being
lost, both physically and in the public
consciousness. To remedy this, NPS has
delineated five alternatives for preserv-
ing the Underground Railroad.

The options include creating an edu-
cation and research center; establishing
a National Park System Project Area,
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The African Meeting House in Boston
had a role in the abolition movement.

comprising national historic land-
marks, national park units, document-
ed escape routes, and related structures
over a large geographic area; and desig-
nating the Underground Railroad Na-
tional Recreation Trail.

“Individuals were the key to the suc-
cess of the Underground Railroad,”
said Tantha Gantt, NPCA’s cultural di-
versity manager. “Now we need indi-
viduals to become involved in protect-
ing its legacy.”

#) TAKE ACTION: For more informa-
tion or for a copy of the study, call NPCA
at [-800-NAT-PARK, ext. 223. NPCA's
World Wide Web site has more on the
Underground Railroad (see page 54).

LEGISLATION

Omnibus Park
Bill Deadlocked

Senators argue over Utah
wilderness provision.

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Legisla-
tion to address a backlog of park-relat-
ed bills has come to a standstill.

In mid-March, the Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committee intro-
duced an omnibus parks and recreation
bill that included nearly 60 measures.

NATIONAL PARKS
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REGIONAL REPORT continued

PACIFIC NORTHWEST Phil Pearl, Regional Director

» NPCA is examining the application of a group of individuals to
mine within the coastal wilderness of Olympic National Park. The
claim, located near the park’s Shi-Shi Beach, predates the addition
of the park’s 57 miles of wilderness coastline. The group has asked
for either permission to mine or for NPS to purchase the mineral
rights for an exorbitant sum. Mineral rights have been claimed on
an estimated 25,000 acres in Olympic National Park, and claims
exist on more than 6 million acres in the entire National Park
System. “This issue brings to light the vulnerability of our national
parks,” Pearl said.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN Mark Peterson, Regional Director

» Legislation advocating the slaughter of Yellowstone bison is “both
dangerous and unneeded,” NPCA says. Phil Voorhees, NPCA's asso-
ciate director for policy development, testified against the bill (S.
745) at a March hearing before the Senate parks subcommittee.
Sponsored by Sen. Conrad Burns (R-Mont.), the bill calls for the
park’s 3,500 bison to be rounded up and tested for brucellosis, a
disease the local ranching industry fears could be transmitted to
livestock. Although no such transmission has ever been demon-
strated, up to half of these animals could test positive and then be
slaughtered.

SOUTHEAST pon Barger, Regional Director

» The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) has proposed development
of a national recreation area in its care. Land Between the Lakes now
receives about 70 percent of its funding from federal appropria-
tions; the other 30 percent comes from visitor fees. Faced with se-
vere budget cuts, TVA would like the park to be more self-sufficient
within five years by generating 80 percent of its operating money.
To achieve this, TVA is considering options ranging from leasing
some of the land for private development to constructing resorts
and a theme park. NPCA has expressed grave concern about the
precedent of granting exclusive uses of public land as a financing
m

SOUTHWEST David Simon, Regional Director

» The Park Service has incorporated many of NPCA's suggestions
into its new development plan for Bandelier National Monument in
New Mexico. The plan is designed to address visitor congestion and
related resource damage at the park’s popular Frijoles Canyon and
atTsankawi, an unexcavated ruin. Once funds are available, NPS will
first conduct a visitor carrying capacity study, then implement a
new shuttle system and relocate facilities at Frijoles Canyon.

In related news, a survey of sensitive plants in the Jemez
Mountains near Bandelier that was partially funded by NPCA has
borne fruit. The Arizona willow has been discovered at two loca-
tions, which will help to avert the listing of this species as endan-
gered at this time.

Much of the legislation is supported by
NPCA, including bills to create a public
management corporation at the Pre-
sidio in Golden Gate National Re-
creation Area and to establish Tallgrass
Prairie National Preserve.

However, the omnibus bill includes a
measure that would designate 2.1 mil-
lion acres of public lands in Utah as
“wilderness” but allow development
there. Other lands not covered in the
bill could never again be considered for
wilderness designation. NPCA and the
conservation community are vehe-
mently opposed to the measure.

Although a presidential veto was
likely, a Senate filibuster launched by
Sen. Bill Bradley (D-NJ.) effectively
blocked consideration of the bill. A vote
to break the deadlock failed, and the
bill was pulled from the floor.

When Congress returns from its
spring recess mid-April, however, it
will likely reconsider an omnibus bill.
NPCA has urged Congress to consider
an omnibus bill that focuses solely on
national parks.

MANAGEMENT

Canyonlands Bans
Exotic Llamas

Rarely used animal is outlawed
to protect bighorn sheep.

MOAB, UTAH— Exotic llamas have
almost never been used to haul packs
through the redrock backcountry of
Canyonlands National Park. Yet the
National Park Service is facing serious
opposition over its decision to outlaw
the animal to protect bighorn sheep
from disease.

As at other units of the National Park
System, NPS staff at Canyonlands have
considered the llama as a possible pack
animal for several years. But after con-
sulting with veterinarians and wildlife
experts, the Park Service deduced that
llamas and other exotic animals posed
a risk of transmitting Johne's disease or
other maladies to the park’s bighorn
sheep populations, in addition to other
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dangers. Since, in recent years, only one
permit had ever been issued for using
llamas, park staff did not expect much
resistance when it decided to ban these
creatures.

The International Llama Association,
llama breeders and users, and even
some members of Congress have op-
posed the park’s decision, arguing that
the threat posed to bighorn sheep is
slim. Superintendent Walt Dabney is the
first to agree.

“The fact that it’s a slim chance is not
the issue,” Dabney said. “We have a
bighorn sheep population that is ex-
tremely important, so there’s not a
compelling reason to take a chance on
these [exotic] animals.”

Canyonlands’ bighorn sheep popula-
tion is used to stock other areas where
populations have been decimated by
diseases or hunting,

The ban on llamas also applies to
Arches National Park.

#7 TAKE ACTION: Support Canyon-
lands’ decision. Write to John Cook, Inter-
mountain Field Director; National Park
Service, PO. Box 25287, Denver, CO
80225-0287.

TRANSPORTATION

Transit Experts
Come to Yosemite

Symposium will inform future
park planning.

YOSEMITE N.P., CALIF.—The
notion that John Muir would be disap-
pointed if he saw crowded Yosemite
Valley today is almost as common as
postcards of Half Dome. But the 19th-
century conservationist would un-
doubtedly be pleased that the park is
working to alleviate the congestion.

At press time, the National Park
Service was planning to host a Yosemite
transportation symposium April 8-11
in nearby Fresno, California. A panel of
experts in transportation, planning, de-
sign, and environmental protection
will participate in roundtable discus-
sions to analyze various transportation
modes for use in the Yosemite region.
Representatives of gateway communi-
ties and other groups, including NPCA,
will also attend.

NEWS UPDATE

P WOLF KILLER SENTENCED: On
February 26, a federal judge sen-
tenced Chad McKittrick to six
months in federal prison for killing
an endangered gray wolf in April
1995. A jury found him guilty last
October of possessing, killing, and
transporting the animal—one of 14
wolves reintroduced to Yellowstone
National Park last year.

P GRAND CANYON FLOODED: By
activating controls at Glen Canyon
Dam in Arizona, Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt initiated on March 26
a week-long flooding of the Col-
orado River through the Grand
Canyon. The torrent will simulate
natural forces and aid in the creation
of sand bars, which are important to
spawning fish. Crowds gathered to
witness the event, which Babbitt

NATIONAL PARKS

said signified a growing national
commitment to the environment.

P LYNX LAWSUIT: A coalition of 13
environmental groups has filed a
lawsuit against the US. Fish and
Wildlife Service over its decision not
to place the lynx on the endangered
species list. The plaintiffs charge that
the agency ignored its own biolo-
gists’ findings regarding the lynx—
whose numbers have plummeted.
(See “Tracking the Cats,” National
Parks, March/April 1996.)

P TAX RELIEF: Rep. James Duncan
(R-Tenn.) has introduced legislation
to establish a voluntary contribution
box on the federal income tax form
to fund national parks. A 1995 NPCA
survey showed that nearly 80 per-
cent of Americans support this.

Optic Outfitters

Call for your FREE
Comprehensive
Optic Buying Guide &
Discount Price List
on all major brands.

& (800) 289-1132 |

Eagle Optics
716 S. Whitney Way Madison, WI 53711

Technical Assistance: (608) 271-4751
Order Line: (800) 289-1132
Fax: (608) 271-4406

Revolutionary "2-in-1"

TRIMMER/
MOWER

Takes the place of both your hand-held

trimmer and steel-bladed mower!
The DR* TRIMMER/MOWER
rolls “light as a feather” on two BIG
WHEELS! TRIMS far easier, better,
more precisely than hand-held
trimmers, Plus MOWS everything
from whole lawns (even wet!) to
tough, waist-high growth with ease!
Rocks, roots, stumps, etc., do it no
harm because the "DR*" has no
steel blade to bend or dull. Perfect {/
for ALL mowing and trimming
around smaller properties,
vacation homes, etc.,
or for finish-up
mowing and trim-
ming after riding
mowers on larger
parcels. A delight
for anyone to use!

EWADE IN USA

-------------------------- —

1Please mail this coupon today for FREE DETAILS
labout the Revolutionary DR* TRIMMER/MOWER
:including prices of Manual and Electric-Starting
1Models, “Off-Season" Savings now in effect, and 30-
:Day Risk-Free Trial.

IName, P
: Address
I City State ZIP

!
i
g
§
i
1

i To: COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS?®, Dept. 1324
L Ferry Road, P.O. Box 89, Charlotte, VT 05445 4



NPCA PARK HEWS - e o fliiaisesi® e d b

looking at options for Yosemite.

Each year 4 million people visit
Yosemite National Park, and most
crowd into the incomparable Yosemite
Valley. To lessen the crush of cars
through the valley, the panel will exam-
ine such options as rail, bus, and other
mass-transit systems. Some ancillary
developments, such as new parking
areas, are also likely to be discussed.

The transportation symposium
comes at a time of unprecedented plan-
ning at Yosemite. In addition to a
Yosemite transportation study released
last year, at various stages of comple-
tion are a valley implementation plan, a
development concept plan for the
Tuolumne Meadows area, a wilderness
management plan, and an effort to im-
prove the concessions facilities at
Glacier Point.

“NPCA is encouraging the park to
integrate all of its planning efforts in a
more cohesive fashion,” said Brian
Huse, NPCA Pacific regional director
and a symposium attendee. “All of
these other planning processes greatly
affect or are affected by transportation
throughout the park. To prepare these
plans in isolation of a long-range trans-
portation strategy is a waste of time,
money, and resources.”

Jerry Mitchell, Yosemite's chief of
cultural resources management and co-
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ordinator of the valley implementation
plan, says that the symposium, trans-
portation study, and other plans con-
tribute to a broad understanding of the
park’s—and the region's—transporta-
tion problems. He points out that the
park is also involved in the interagency
Yosemite Area Regional Transportation
Strategy process. “The study focused on
Yosemite from its boundaries in,”
Mitchell said. “The symposium will
study it from the boundaries out.”
NPCA has recommended that the
Park Service prepare a Visitor Ex-
perience and Resource Protection
(VERP) plan in tandem with these ef-
forts. Mitchell does not rule out a VERP
plan in the future: “After we...improve
our traffic patterns, we'll see whether
or not we need to go the next step.”

LEGISLATION

Senate Considers
RS. 2477 Bill

Measure shows “reckless disre-
gard” for parks, NPCA testifies.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Sen-
ate has begun to consider legislation to
lay major roads across national parks.

At a March 14 hearing before the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, NPCA testified against the
Revised Statute 2477 Rights-of-Way
Settlement Act (S. 1425). The measure,
sponsored by committee chair and
Alaska Sen. Frank Murkowski (R),
would allow highway rights-of-way to
be claimed on virtually any tract of
land, including national parks. This
means that tracks ranging from foot-
paths to dirt roads could be paved into
major thoroughfares.

“This bill is not about responsible
transportation planning; it's about reck-
less disregard for the integrity of our
National Park System,” testified Chip
Dennerlein, NPCA Alaska regional di-
rector. Interior Solicitor John Leshy
agrees. The bill's implications, Leshy
testified, go “beyond the mischievous
to the truly staggering”

WISE USE WATCH

WISE USE LEADERS
CAPITALIZE ON
G.0.P. ALLIES

National Parks is tracking the ac-

tivities of the Wise Use Move-
ment, a campaign to roll back
environmental protections.

Since the Republican party
gained control of Congress in
1994, the movement has enjoyed
considerable support from its allies
in Washington. Espousing the Wise
Use agenda, these legislators have
mounted several crusades to ex-
ploit public lands and lessen the
power of the US. government to
protect the environment.

While preparing for a recent
Wise Use conference held in
Portland, Oregon, Wise Use leader
Chuck Cushman spoke about the
movement's relationship with
Congress. Cushman's own ties to
Congress include raising funds for
Rep. Helen Chenoweth (R-Idaho),
a notorious and outspoken enemy
of the environment.

“Many of our people naively
thought that we elected a Con-
gress, and they're going to...fix
this thing,” Cushman said. “That’s
not the way it works. The environ-
mental groups know that.You elect
these people, and you've got to
stay on them in order to get them
to do anything”

Met Johnson, co-founder of the
Western States Coalition, which
organized the Portland summit,
adds this: “We do have an open
door to the members of Congress,
and we do use that open door reg-
ularly.” The mission of the Western
States Coalition, according to
Johnson, is to “reduce the heavy
hand of bureaucracy.”

Of note is the conference’s
keynote speaker: Elizabeth Dole,
wife of Sen. Robert Dole (R-
Kans.), probable GOP presidential
nominee.
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The state of Alaska alone has assem-
bled claims for 1,700 roads and trails.
More than 160,000 miles of rights-of-
way could be established in Denali,
Wrangell-St. Elias, and Glacier Bay na-
tional parks. Other Western states are
also at risk, NPCA contends.

#7) TAKE ACTION: Write to your sena-
tors, urging them to vote against S. 1425, at
US. Senate, Washington, DC 205 10.

TECHNOLOGY

Wireless Industry
Could Alter Parks

Telecommunications antennae
may be built on public lands.

WASHINGTON, D.C.— The Tele-
communications Act of 1996 will pro-
pel the US. wireless telecommunica-
tions industry into the 2 1st century. But
it could also allow communications an-

tennae to tower over Grand Canyon,
Yellowstone, and other national parks.

On February 8, with a stroke of the
president’s pen, the act became Public
Law 104-104. One provision would
permit the telecommunications in-
dustry to erect steel antennae and
other equipment on federal lands, in-
cluding national parks. In the absence
of a structure or landform of high el-
evation, such as a mountain, 150- to
200-foot steel “monopoles™ could be
regimented across scenic landscapes.

Many parks and public lands could
be targeted by the industry as poten-
tial antennae sites.To oppose construc-
tion, federal agencies such as the
National Park Service would have to
prove an “unavoidable direct conflict
of mission” with the industry.

The Interior Department urges that
an interagency task force be created to
develop procedures for placing equip-
ment on federal lands. In a joint letter
to the White House, NPCA and nine
other organizations strongly urged
President Clinton to make use of this
sort of task force.
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KATMAL., [
Crossroads |

BY BILL SHERWONIT

More and more people are flocking to Brooks Falls
for a close-up view of Alaskan brown bears.
Anticipating potential mishaps, the Park Service is
considering ways to better manage this area.

ID-JULY, BRrROOKS

River: thousands of

sockeye salmon push

their way up this

Alaska Peninsula
stream, bound for spawning grounds
in Brooks Lake and tributary creeks.
Nearing the end of their 1,000-mile
journey, the salmon face one final ob-
stacle: a six-foot-high falls that is not
high enough to stop the fish but
enough to stall them. Every few sec-
onds salmon explode from the pool
below in their attempts to scale the
falls. Some can be seen darting through
the water above. Others fall back to try
again. And still others end up in the
grasp of Alaskan brown bears, North
American’s largest carnivorous land
mammals.

The coastal cousins of grizzlies,
brown bears are by nature solitary. But
here, with an abundant, easy-to-catch,
and high-energy food source, they have
learned to tolerate each other’s compa-
ny. As many as a dozen bears may con-
gregate at Brooks Falls in July, grabbing
sockeye from atop the falls, snorkeling
in lunge pools beneath it, and watching
from stream banks, waiting for scraps.

Also watching are 30 people,
squeezed together on a narrow, elevat-

ed platform on the river’s south shore.

By summer’s end, more than 12,000
people from around the world will visit
Brooks Falls; many have never seen a
bear in the wild.
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Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes, formed

A 1.5-mile-long clearwater stream
that connects Brooks and Naknek lakes,
the Brooks River is located in 4-mil-
lion-acre Katmai National Park and Pre-
serve, 300 miles southwest of Anchor-
age. Over the past 15 years, Brooks
River has evolved into one of Alaska’s
premier bear-viewing sites. Bears often
fish within 50 feet of the viewing plat-
form, and they pass much closer when
approaching or leaving the falls. Visitors
also can see bears along the lower river
(at a second platform) or even when
walking through Brooks Camp, a near-
by developed area that includes a
lodge, cabins, National Park Service
(NPS) visitor center, and campground.

Unlike Alaska’s other top brown bear-
viewing sites—most notably McNeil
River and Pack Creek—visitor numbers
have not been limited here. Only ten
people a day are allowed to visit state-
managed McNeil River, 65 miles to the
northeast, but 200 to 300 may cycle
through the Brooks Falls platform. As
word has spread, the Brooks River area
has become one of Alaska’s fastest-
growing tourist attractions. Visitation
jumped from 3,337 people in 1976 to
14,294 in 1994. A fraction of those vis-
itors come to fish for rainbow trout or
salmon; others wish to see the nearby

The Park Service is considering
limits on the number of visitors al-
lowed to view bears at Katmai.
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by a 1912 volcanic eruption. But since
the mid-1980s, the majority have
come for the bears.

Visitors must obey a series of safety
rules, but for the most part, they are
free to roam. From a safety perspective,
the system so far has worked almost
perfectly. Since 1970, only one person
has been injured by a bear at Brooks,
and no bears have been killed here “in
defense of life and property” since
1983. Meanwhile the river’s summer-
time bear population—an estimated 35
to 40—is at, or near, historic highs.
Brooks, in short, has demonstrated that
humans and brown bears can peaceful-
ly co-exist, if certain precautions are
taken.

Yet, Brooks River is at a crossroads.
Many people, both within the Park Ser-
vice and outside it, believe the Brooks
Camp development and steadily grow-
ing visitor use have adversely affected
the bears, Native cultural resources, and
quality of the visitor experience. “It's a
says Katmai Superinten-
dent Bill Pierce, “of a place being ‘loved
to death.””

classic case,”
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An Alaskan brown bear catches a sockeye salmon at Brooks River.

But it is more than that. During the
July peak, many critics say, the Brooks
River area more closely resembles a zoo
or circus than an edge-of-wilderness
place. In part, that reflects changing vis-
itor attitudes, says Mark Wagner, Kat-
mai’s chief of interpretation and its

For years, bear experts 3
have predicted that Brooks
Is “an accdent waiting to

happen,” given the
constant, often unmonitored,
comings and goings

of people and bears.

BRAD MARKEL

Brooks Camp manager: “More and
more, we're getting people with a
cruise ship-bus tour mentality. They
tend to be more naive around bears,
and treat [Brooks] almost like Disney-
land.”

For years, bear experts and some
park managers have predicted that

Brooks is “an accident waiting to hap-
pen,” given the constant, often unmon-
itored, comings and goings of people
and bears. Even Wagner wonders how
safe the area is. “We've been lucky,” he
says. “We're getting too many people.
The more people and bears you have,
the more chances for an incident.”

ESIDES THE SAFETY ISSUE, re-

searchers have determined

that camp facilities along

with crowding have in-

truded into critical bear
habitat, harassing and displacing the
animals.

Cultural resources also have suffered.
Established in 1950, Brooks Camp sits
on one of the region’s most significant
archaeological sites. Some damage al-
ready has been done, and Alaska’s Na-
tives say enough is enough. “These are
sacred lands to wus,” says Margie
Macauly, a member of the Council for
Katmai Descendants. “We want them to
be protected, to be treated with respect.
There should be no development at
Brooks River.”

Nearly everyone agrees on this point:
from the perspective of Brooks River’s
bears and cultural resources, the camp
was built in just about the worst place
imaginable. In 1950, it was not a big
deal. Today, given changed public values
and interests, it is.

For all these reasons, the Park Service
has developed a plan that will dramati-
cally alter the way it manages the
Brooks River area. Seven years in the
making, the final Development Concept
Plan (DCP) is scheduled for release this
year. Among other things, it will likely
direct park managers to:

» Dismantle Brooks Camp and establish
a new, lower-impact camp on the river’s
south side. Brooks’ north side would
become a “people-free zone.”

» Put a cap on visitor numbers, and
place new restrictions on sportfishing.
» Develop a more structured visitor
program that includes guided walks to
bear-viewing platforms.

» Begin working on a new concession-
er contract that reflects changing man-
agement priorities at Brooks.

“Things can’t remain the way they've
been,” says Pierce. “For too many years
we've had to take a Band-Aid approach,
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without being able to tackle the real
problems. The reality is, we have
too many uses, too many prob-
lems, in one litte place. I can't af-
ford to throw all my resources into
this one spot, not when I have 4
million acres to manage. These
changes will make it easier to man-
age Brooks.”

While he may not agree with
every detail of the DCP, Chip Den-
nerlein, NPCA’s Alaska regional di-
rector, agrees that change is neces-
sary—and overdue—at Brooks
River.

“Even in the Alaska wilderness,
situations change,” Dennerlein
says. “And things have changed dra-
matically at Brooks from what they
were 20, ten, or even five years ago.
Our responsibility is to recognize these
changes and respond. With a little dis-
cipline at Brooks, we can continue to
honor and enjoy these magnificent
creatures.”

A glimpse of Brooks River’s history
shows how dramatically human use of
the area has evolved. Off and on for
4,500 years, Native peoples made it

Cabins at Brooks Camp in Katmai.

their seasonal and year-round homes,
while using the river and nearby lakes
as salmon-harvesting sites. Researchers
have found artifacts from several differ-
ent cultures and consider the area a
major archaeological district. It has
even greater significance to Aleut and
Yupik residents of Naknek and South
Naknek villages, about 50 miles away.
“The Brooks River is where my dad

was born; it's where I grew up,”
says Trefon Angasan, an Aleut and
vice president of corporate affairs
for the Bristol Bay Native Corpora-
tion (BBNC): “For many of us,
those are still our traditional home-
lands; we have a spiritual connec-
tion to those lands.” As recently as
the 1950s, Angasan says, Natives
would come to net salmon using
traditional subsistence methods.

Fishing is also what brought
tourism and the present-day
Brooks Camp to the river. Brooks
was the largest of five remote
camps established within Katmai
(then a national monument) dur-
ing the 1950s by Alaska businessman
Ray Petersen.

The original camp—the forerunner
of Brooks Lodge—could accommodate
up to 30 guests, who stayed in tents
outfitted with bunks and sleeping bags.
Nearly all of Petersen’s early clients
came to fish. And they discovered the
Brooks River to be an angler’s paradise,
rich with grayling, salmon, and rain-
bow trout.

In the camp’s early days, visitors saw

CARY C. GIVEN

Since 1990 Brooks River has attracted more than 10,000 people who travel to Katmai each year to see bears.
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BROOKS RIVER Continued

few bears along the Brooks River, de-
spite the area’s high bear density and
easy pickings for sockeyes at the falls.
“Seeing a bear was a real big event,”
says Petersen. It was so unusual that
photographs from the 1960s show
people fishing and cooking salmon at
the falls, now off-limits to anglers and
busy with bears in July.

Rick Potts, former chief of Katmai
National Park’s resource management
and research, has attributed the bears’
absence to human harassment: “Bears
traditionally are not tolerated around
human settlements. They're either
chased away, eliminated, or transported
out of the area. It was the same at
Brooks; first it was Native fish camps,
then sportfishing.”

Some researchers suspect bears con-
tinued fishing for salmon at Brooks
Falls, but perhaps only at night. A dra-
matic, albeit gradual, change occurred
when the Park Service began to active-
ly manage the area in the 1950s. In-
stead of being killed or harassed, bears
were now welcomed into Brooks. And
as human tolerance of bears increased,
so did their numbers and visibility.
Within three decades, Brooks River was
transformed from an exclusive fisher-
man’s paradise into a world-renowned
bear-watcher’s haven that since 1990
has attracted more than 10,000 people
annually, many of them “day trippers.”

The explosion of day use, more than
anything else, has changed the
nature of the Brooks experi-
ence since the mid-1980s. As
recently as 1983, only 702 day
visitors  annually  passed
through Brooks Camp; by
1992, the number had jumped
to more than 6,000.

Former Katmai superinten-
dent Ray Bane walked into this
scene in 1987 and was “both
tremendously impressed and
appalled” by what he found.
“Brooks was never intended to
be an amusement park, but
that'’s what it seemed to be at
times,” says Bane, speaking as a
private citizen. “What had
started as a small sportfishing operation
ballooned far beyond what anyone ever
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envisioned. It seemed obvious we
should move the camp, get out of con-
flicts with both the bears and the ar-
chaeological resources. To me that’s still
the number one priority; getting out of
there.”

Bane began the DCP process in
1989, imagining it would take only
two years to complete. It was just a
small piece of land to manage: one
square mile out of Katmai’s 6,250. “But
I was extremely naive,” he says. “There

Besides the rapid increase
in day visitors, the
biggest headache that
Katmar’s managers have
faced since the early 1980s
Is the mix of
anglers and bears.

— p—

was a great deal of resistance to change,
even within the agency.” The plan re-
mained in limbo and public use con-
tinued to rise, with no limits in sight,
when Bane left Katmai in 1990.

The uncontrolled visitation has

greatly disturbed current Superinten-
dent Bill Pierce: “Everyone seems to
agree that the bears are an important
part of this ecosystem, and they're the

Anglers fish for salmon in the
Brooks River along with the bears.

reason most people come here. We have
to put a cap on visitors, if we're going
to do what's best for the bears.”

Daily limits proposed for Brooks are
not far below the highs of recent years:
260 people (including park and lodge
staff) in July, the peak visitor month;
and 220 people in September, consid-
ered a more critical time for bears as
they prepare for hibernation. Crowding
has not been a problem in either June
or August, because few bears are
around.

Besides the rapid increase in day vis-
itors, probably the biggest headache
that Katmai’s managers have faced since
the early 1980s is the mix of anglers
and bears. For years, Brooks River
served as a midsummer “meat fishery”
for lodges in the Katmai-Bristol Bay re-
gion. Fishermen were allowed to keep
five salmon a day, even as the region’s
bear population grew. Over time, a se-
ries of restrictions has been put in
place, but anglers still fish the Brooks in
July and keep one salmon a day.

That is going to change. If not this
summer, then next, the entire Brooks
River will be made a catch-and-release
fishery. And parts of the lower river will
be closed to fishing in July, and perhaps
September, when bears return to the
Brooks to feed on spawned-out salmon
carcasses.

Brooks Lodge owner Sonny Petersen
(Ray's son) says the river should have
been made a catch-and-release stream
years ago and that partial stream clo-
sures in July and September
are reasonable.

More troubling to Petersen
are the visitor cap and camp
relocation. Park Service plans
call for a phased move to a
hillside terrace away from
critical bear habitat and ar-
chaeological remains. When
completed, the new facility
would include a few rustic
cabins, campground, dormi-
tory-style hostel, centralized
shower building, and visitor
center.

Other critics want Brooks
Camp removed and then re-
placed by a smaller facility
south of the river—or no camp at all.
The Council of Katmai Descendants

FRED HIRSCHMANN
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opposes any development along the
Brooks River, says Margie Macauly. All
facilities should be relocated in King
Salmon, the starting point for most
Brooks River visits.

Some environmental groups also op-
pose the relocation plans, saying that
other than a campground, all other fa-
cilities should be built outside the park.
But NPCA’s Dennerlein says, “We're not
putting in anything new; we’re replac-
ing something already there, with facil-
ities that will have less impact on the
resources. Brooks Camp is not a bear
gallery. People see bears in the context
of the natural setting. We can limit de-
velopment and still allow people to ex-
perience that setting. Brooks does not
have to become a commuter wildlife
experience.”

LTHOUGH FEW PEOPLE are

happy with all elements

of the proposed Brooks

River changes, the final

plan reflects the Park Ser-
vice’s willingness to work with a wide
spectrum of interests. Playing a sub-
stantial role in its evolution was the
Katmai Task Force, an informal working
group that included Native residents of
the area, lodge owners, conservation-
ists, and developers. Formed in 1994
because local residents felt their con-
cerns were not being addressed, the
group “brought people together in a
forum where they could talk among
themselves and park staff,” says Den-
nerlein. As a result, the DCP is “more
responsive and realistic.”

The task force also helped build
bridges between the Park Service and
local residents, who have often felt
alienated from Katmai's management.
And it started the move toward part-
nering. “It’'s clear,” says Pierce, “that we
need to work with our neighbors,
identify ways in which we can build
partnerships that will benefit both the
park and local residents.”

Angasan of the BBNC says the re-
gion’s Natives have often felt the Park
Service to be unresponsive to their
needs and desires. But he describes Na-
tive relationships with Katmai staff as
“better than ever” and says “we want to
be partners with the Park Service; we
want to be good neighbors.”

NATIONAL PARKS
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A bear and her cubs wait for supper at Brooks River. The Park Service is
concerned that too many visitors will affect the animals’ habits.

Partnerships will occur in several
ways. Already there is talk of building a
more substantial gateway presence at
King Salmon and Naknek. Local busi-
ness could help spread visitor use to
other areas, thus relieving some of the
pressure on Brooks River. And the Park
Service agrees that more emphasis is
needed on the park’s cultural history
and resources.

Partnering, says Dennerlein, is a crit-
ical ingredient to improved manage-
ment of the Brooks River and Katmai
park as a whole. “The paradox at Kat-

mai,” he says, “is that we need a high-
er level of management to protect both
the resource and the visitor experience,
but we must do it with less direct fed-
eral involvement, because there is less
money. Partnerships are one way to do
that. What we do here can serve as a
role model for national parks through-
out Alaska and the rest of the country.”

BILL SHERWONIT lives in Alaska and last
wrote for National Parks about
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and
Preserve.
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TOMTILL

(FUARDIANS of
OUR LEGACY

The National Park Service must often find creative solutions to caring for
the millions of museum objects tucked away in historic parks.

HANKFULLY SOMEONE had
the foresight to label the
box “miscellaneous famous
people” before pushing it
into a closet, so that when it
was discovered, it would not be mis-
taken for an insignificant pile of papers.
In 1994, a team of National Park Ser-
vice (NPS) museum cata-
logers found the box during
a project to “unpack”™ Long-
fellow National Historic Site
in Massachusetts. They were
rewarded as they investigated
its contents: original letters
from such miscellaneous fa-
mous people as George
Washington, Thomas Jeffer-
son, Abraham Lincoln, and
Marquis de Lafayette.

Now cataloged, the letters
and documents, dating from
as early as the 17th century,
count among the site’s
600,000 archival items and
30,000 museum objects re-
lated to the life and travels of
American poet Henry Wads-
worth Longfellow and his
family. Of the 369 units of the
National Park System, Long-
fellow is among the most
vital to understanding the
history of American life. The
park is in good company in

NATIONAL PARKS

BY KIM A. O'CONNELL

the Northeast. The field area contains
the largest museum collections in the
park system, with more than 4 million
objects and 11 million pieces of paper,
nearly one-third of the Park Service's
entire holdings. The collections cover a
broad range of topics, from the banners
and signs used by suffragettes to the

Historic places such as Thomas Edison’s laboratory, left,
and artifacts such as the Shaw memorial at Saint-Gau-
dens, above, are suffering because of a lack of funds.

oral histories of immigrants coming
through Ellis Island, from the tools of
the Industrial Revolution to President
Martin Van Buren'’s bed.

“We tend to think of parks as historic
structures and natural landscapes, but
there’s also the material culture,” says
John Maounis, director of the Park Ser-
vice’s Northeast Museum
Services Center. “If we had
the buildings without the
collections, we'd have places
where stories could be told,
but the effects are so much
greater because we have col-
lections. In many cases,
these collections are the
hearts of the site.”

Despite the significance
of these collections to the
American identity, most
people are unaware that
many priceless artifacts,
furnishings, and docu-
ments are in serious dan-
ger of being lost. Decades
of inadequate funding,
staff, and storage and a
daunting cataloging back-
log have forced the Park
Service to be a creative
preservationist. Only about
40 percent of the parks ad-
equately preserve and pro-
tect their collections, ac-

COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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cording to Ann Hitchcock, chief cura-
tor of NPS: “Others have major defi-
ciencies.”

At the center of many of these parks
are historic buildings that were simply
not constructed to be museums or to
house collections. The Longfellow
house, which served as General Wash-
ington’s headquarters during the siege
of Boston, is no exception. When the
house, which is in Cambridge, was
given to the Park Service in 1972 by the
Longfellow family trust, the agency
concentrated on giving tours
through the historic struc-
ture and gave less attention to
understanding, document-
ing, and preserving the ex-
pansive collections. In addi-
tion to Longfellow’s 10,000-
volume  library—which
Charles Dickens once com-
plimented because it con-
tained the British author’s
complete works—the park
contains 19th-century art
such as paintings by Albert
Bierstadt and Eastman John-
son; letters, journals, and
photographs on all subjects;
and an Asian collection that
includes silk kimonos so rare
that scholars have come from

tions,” Diamant says of the center, which
provides professional support for muse-
um programs throughout the field area
on a short-term, project-oriented basis.
“It’s like the arrival of the cavalry.”
Storage at the Olmsted site was once
dangerously inadequate. The park holds
1 million original documents related to
Frederick Law Olmsted, the nation’s
foremost park creator, and his sons, also
designers and planners. Included are
early drafts of the 1916 act creating the
National Park Service, to which Freder-
ick Law Olmsted, Jr., added the agen-
cy’s famous mandate to protect re-

isgt

For years historic documents at Frederick Law Olmsted
were stored wherever they could be, left. Today, above,
many documents have been preserved and cataloged.

iterns within them are suffering at Edison
National Historic Site in New Jersey. Two
years ago, the park was named by the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation as
one of the nation’s most endangered his-
toric sites because of its collections. In ad-
dition, all 14 laboratory buildings used
by the inventor Thomas Edison and his
company leak. In addition, Superinten-
dent Maryanne Gerbauckis now sits in
Edison’s former physics office, as more
and more of the historic structures are
taken over by modern functions. As a re-
sult, park visitors get to see very little of
the Edison collection, whose extremely
rare early sound recordings
and motion picture materi-
als are testimony to the in-
ventor’s genius. However,
the park is seeking private
funding to restore the labo-
ratory complex and to build

- A g a new storage facility.
' i Gettysburg National Mil-
itary Park in Pennsylvania
g is also staging a partnership
% to build a new Gettysburg
# Museum of the Civil War
& to store its more than
54,000-item collection,
which includes objects not
¥ just related to the 1863
battle of Gettysburg but to
the entire bloody conflict.
The park houses uniforms,

Japan to study them. More
than 20 national park units are repre-
sented as well, including early pho-
tographs of Grand Canyon, Yosemite,
and Acadia national parks.

“For many years these items were
buried in trunks in the basement and in
the attic,” says Superintendent Rolf Dia-
mant, who also manages Frederick Law
Olmsted National Historic Site in Brook-
line, Massachusetts. “They were literally
packed into cupboards and drawers.
There was no museum storage.”

But with the help of John Maounis
and the Northeast Museum Services
Center, Longfellow implemented a
broader approach toward collections
management, reflecting a servicewide
shift in philosophy. Curators have been
able to create climate-controlled space in
the basement of the house and begin to
empty the closets and chests. “It has en-
abled us to gain control over the collec-
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sources “unimpaired for the enjoyment
of future generations.” But the collec-
tion’s most challenging subset is the
nearly 150,000 landscape architectural
drawings and plans. The drawings were
once rolled up tightly and stored in a
vault with such poor conditions that
“you almost needed a respirator to go
into it, the mold was so bad,” Diamant
says. When some drawings done on
fragile trace paper were unrolled, they
crumbled beyond repair into what park
curators call “potato chips.” But with an
increase in operating funds, assistance
from the Northeast Document Conser-
vation Center, and consistent support
from the New England Backlog Cata-
loging Program, the park has been one
of the lucky ones. The vault is now cli-
mate-controlled, and 8,000 drawings
are cataloged and conserved each year.

Both the historic structures and the

flags, artillery tubes, pis-
tols, daguerreotypes, military musical
instruments, and a large archival collec-
tion of diaries and letters. Unfortun-
ately, park visitors can see only 8 per-
cent of this collection when they come
to Gettysburg. Although exhibiting the
entire collection would be redundant
in many cases, Gettysburg Chief Cura-
tor Mike Vice says, he would like to see
15 to 20 percent displayed.

“It's one of the major Civil War col-
lections in America,” Vice says. “Eventu-
ally there will be a feeling among the
American public that steps have to be
taken to protect it."Gettysburg's storage
areas lack humidity and temperature
controls, and the famous Cyclorama
painting depicting Pickett's Charge has
sustained moisture damage. Leather
items are suffering from mildew and
“red rot,” a state of deterioration that
cannot be reversed. Ideally, the new
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museum would provide state-of-the-
art storage and exhibit space and allow
stabilization of the collection. Planning
for the museum is in the earliest stages,
and Superintendent John Latschar is
seeking both nonprofit and for-profit
partners to advance the project. No fed-
eral funding is expected.

At other parks, new facilities are out
of the question, so old buildings must
be “retrofitted” to hold collections. At
Fort McHenry National Monument and
Historic Shrine in Maryland, for exam-
ple, remote sensors in a Civil War-era
powder magazine that now houses
thousands of artifacts are linked via
computer to the museum technician’s
office. Temperature and humidity then
can be monitored without entering the
historic structure.

The storage deficit prompts questions
about whether parks need to keep such
large collections. John Maounis says,
“Do we need everything from an Edison
lab notebook to the bedclothing for his
mansion? I think we do. We are not just
collections managers, we are educators.
We're charged with preserving and in-
terpreting these things intact so that fu-
ture scholars can ask questions we have
not even thought of. We may not have
evaluated it very well, but there’s rela-
tively little chaff in what we have.”

ET THE PARK SERVICE has

made great strides in eval-

uating and cataloging its

collections and addressing

a daunting backlog. The
Northeast field area accounts for more
than one-third of the total backlog,
with an estimated 9 million uncata-
loged objects. But in the late 1980s,
two events occurred to help the agen-
cy inventory its holdings. In 1987,
NPS implemented the Automated Na-
tional Catalog System. The same year
the agency detailed its collection man-
agement problems and needs to
Congress, which from 1988 to 1995
provided $20 million expressly for
cataloging. Now more than 48 percent
of the Park Service's collections are
cataloged, and at present funding lev-
els the backlog would be eliminated
by 2011.
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But when special project money is
no longer available, the Park Service is
faced with base funding levels that do
not match the agency’s professional
standards for collections management.
NPS can continue its success, Maounis
says, only if it consistently receives an
adequate operating budget for curato-
rial work, which it has not done. “Part-
ly [the lack of funding] is a result of
our failure to communicate the her-
itage education side of our mission and
the values that are preserved in these
collections,” Maounis admits. “There’s
a deep lack of understanding about cul-

“Yet, despite the significance
of these collections, most
people are unaware that
many priceless artifacts,

furnishings, and documents

are in serious danger
of being lost”

tural resources and collections.”

As a result, with increasing frequen-
cy park staff must conduct fund-raising
campaigns on their own, although
many parks do not have enough em-
ployees to care for the collections, let
alone raise money. Of 323 national
park units with museum property, 178
have staff for whom curatorial work is
a secondary function. Only one muse-
um technician is on staff at Longfellow,
and access to researchers is limited. The
park is so financially strapped that in
1995 managers decided to close the
park to visitors for half the year, a prac-
tice that continues.

One goal of NPCA is to raise aware-
ness of the value of museum collec-
tions among Congress and the general
public. “We need to urge Congress to
ensure enough funding for the Park
Service to manage these parks in a
holistic way,” says NPCA Northeast Re-
gional Director Eileen Woodford. She
also says, however, that parks and other
museum facilities must pool resources

and take advantage of partnerships.

Sometimes partnerships mean the
difference between life and death for
museum objects. For Saint-Gaudens
National Historic Site in New Hamp-
shire, a partnership with a major muse-
um is the only solution for an icon of
American heritage: the Shaw memorial.
Among the thousands of working mod-
els, cameos, coins, bas-reliefs, and mon-
uments that are the legacy of American
sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens, the
Shaw memorial is arguably the most
heroic. The 11-foot-high by 14-foot-
wide sculpture depicts African-Ameri-
can soldiers from the famed 54th Mas-
sachusetts regiment surrounding Rob-
ert Gould Shaw, the officer who was
killed leading them into battle during
the Civil War. But the memorial—
which moved actor Matthew Broderick,
who played Shaw in the movie Glory, to
tears—is degenerating,

“The Shaw memorial has been in an
exposed position for 40 years,” Super-
intendent John Dryfhout says. “The
plaster has fabric and other materials in-
side holding it together, and it's deteri-
orating internally. A piece that size re-
quires a building that's twice as big as it
is to hold it, and we can't [yet] accom-
modate that on a historic property.”

To provide for the memorial’s long-
term care, the park has decided to lend
the sculpture to an as-yet-unnamed
museum. Until an adequate structure
for the original can be constructed, the
park and the Trustees of the Augustus
Saint-Gaudens Memorial will raise
money for a bronze replica, to be un-
veiled in 1997.

One federal facility is a crucial part-
ner for parks in the National Capital
field area. The Museum and Archaeo-
logical Research and Support (MARS)
facility was created in 1982 to store and
preserve items for the many parks in
and around Washington, D.C. MARS
maintains 40 collections, including arti-
facts related to Clara Barton and the
American Red Cross, the lion’s share of
Frederick Douglass’ library, and, at one
time, Abraham Lincoln’s death clothes
(now on exhibit at Ford’s Theatre Na-
tional Historic Site in Washington,
D.C.). But by far the most famous MARS
property is the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial Collection, an uncensored gathering
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of tokens and mementos left at the Wall.
Objects are highly personal and
varied, always poignant, and present a
unique management challenge for
curator Duery Felton and museum
technician Tony Porco. The collec-
tion—40,000 items strong and
growing—ranges from the familiar
black and green jungle boots to a
special teddy bear. When a park
ranger first walked by the bear rest-
ing against the black wall, it was un-
clothed, but with each pass some-
one had added something: first a
red shirt, then an equipment belt,
then a bayonet. Felton says people
are becoming more and more cre-
ative, which means that he and
Porco must sometimes rely on edu-
cated guesses as to the meaning of
and care required for an object.
“Because it's a very contemporary
collection, it’s important to keep the
objects in the context in which they
were left,” says Felton, a Vietham War
veteran. “Sometimes objects are left
facing the memorial or away from the
memorial. We've learned that how peo-
ple leave objects at the Wall has mean-
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ing...if you're familiar with military or
ethnic customs.”

The greatest challenge for MARS, as
for every park with museum pieces, is
to make the collection available to visi-
tors. The facility has helped to stage
“Personal Legacy: The Healing of a Na-
tion” at the National Museum of Amer-
ican History, the first-ever exhibition of
the Vietham Veterans collection and the
first major collaboration between the
National Park Service and the Smithso-
nian Institution. A book, Offerings at the
Wall, brings the collection to people
who may not be able to come to the
nation'’s capital.

The Park Service is also turning to
computer technology to make collec-
tions accessible. The agency now has a
site on the World Wide Web, and sever-
al parks offer virtual tours of museum
collections via CD-ROM and other elec-
tronic formats. Digitizing photographs
and other materials for public con-
sumption also saves wear and tear on
the originals.

After nearly 15 years assessing and re-
fining its own collection management
strategies, the Park Service now finds it-

o ' Toun

self in the vanguard for other museum
curators. In response to a 1990 audit, the
Interior Department asked NPS—whose
collections constitute 50 percent of the
department’s holdings—to take the lead
in developing the Interior Museum
Property Program. The interagency pro-
gram accounts for the department’s col-
lections, provides training for curators,
and sets standards for preservation and
protection. The program team is plan-
ning a conference to foster cooperation
and improve technical expertise among
federal and nonfederal curators.

As the 21st century nears, the Na-
tional Park Service will continue work-
ing to bridge—or at least narrow—the
gap between making museum collec-
tions accessible and ensuring their pro-
tection for future generations. “You
have to look at a historic site just like
you would look at an ecosystem,” says
NPCA’s Woodford. “Once a species is
extinct, a vital part of an ecosystem is
gone. Similarly, if these objects are lost,
they simply cannot be replaced.”

Many visitors leave items at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, which are then cataloged by the National Park Service.

KIM A. O'CONNELL is News Editor for
National Parks.
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Thanks to an extended captive
breeding program, the California
condor stands a chance of
reestablishing itself in the wild.

; This summer nine condors will be
released near the Grand Canyon,

a place from which they have been
absent for more than 70 years.

BY TODD WILKINSON

HE LAST TIME a Cal-
ifornia condor was
o seen soaring above
the Grand Canyon,
Calvin Coolidge occu-
G pied the White House

and Paris was hosting
the eighth summer Olympic Games.
Although more than 70 years have
passed since the giant avian scavengers
vanished from Southwestern skies,
their return in the coming weeks to the
Vermilion Cliffs of northern Arizona is
being trumpeted as a biological mile-

— post.
Gge To federal wildlife officials who have
o Lo carefully orchestrated the return of this
p - A « = -
S, ﬂagshlp gndangered species, condor
- reintroduction represents a chance not
i only to resurrect a bird pushed to the

brink of extinction but to restore pub-
lic confidence in a vanguard law that,
like the condor itself; has been strident-
ly persecuted by special interests.

Indeed, as Congress continues to
mull over sweeping changes in the En-
dangered Species Act and the Wise Use
movement continues to fight reintro-
duction, the future of federal interven-
tion on behalf of rare plants and ani-
mals may be determined by the
direction the condor takes. “A lot is rid-
ing on its wings,” says Mike Wallace,
the national condor recovery team
leader based at the Los Angeles Zoo,
where captive condors are being bred
for future release in the wild.

The Vermilion Cliffs are upwind of
the Grand Canyon within a rugged sec-
tion of desert controlled by the Bureau

The California condor was nearly
extinct in the 1980s, when just
nine individuals existed in the wild.

MIKE WALLACE
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of Land Management. Wallace believes
it may take only a matter of months for
the first group of “founders” to drift
into the chasmic airspace that fills this
natural wonder of the world. Should
the winds of tolerance continue to
blow favorably, it is conceivable that the
big birds will also wend their way
northward into Glen Canyon National
Recreation Area, to Zion National Park,
and perhaps to the red slickrock cathe-
drals of Bryce Canyon National Park.
According to biologist Bert Hart-
ing, a consultant with the Peregrine
Fund, which helped write the envi-
ronmental assessment that cleared the
way for the condor’s homecoming,
the vast mosaic of public land in
northern Arizona and southern Utah
is extraordinary condor habitat be-
cause it is so remote. Harting says that
national parks and wilderness areas,
especially, are vital components of the
recovery zone because they provide
adequate refugia for a bird that can

PR,

cover 100 miles in a daytime recon-
naissance. Grand Canyon itself is 100
miles long and 50 miles wide at its
broadest point.

“With this release and further aug-
mentations in the years ahead, the
goal is to establish a regional popula-
tion that will eventually be self-suffi-
cient and self-perpetuating,” Harting
says. “Once that objective is met, the
condor’s status will be downgraded
from endangered to threatened. I
don’t think anybody wants to see that
happen more than the biologists who
have invested years of their lives into
the project.”

In June, five male and four female
condors will be brought to the Vermil-
ion Cliffs and left alone in holding pens
to acclimate them to their new sur-
roundings. By early summer, the doors
will be opened to release the birds. Inte-
rior Secretary Bruce Babbitt says that
even President Clinton is keeping a keen
eye on the birds’ progress.

Conservationists are delighted.
“What the skies over the Grand Canyon

need is more quiet soaring condors
and fewer noisy airplanes,” says David
Simon, Southwest regional director for
the National Parks and Conservation
Association. The public is excited, too:
officials with the National Park Service
and other federal agencies have been
fielding hundreds of telephone calls
from interested tourists as far away as
Europe and Asia.

OW DID SUCH an un-

comely creature become

recognized as the poster

child for managing en-

dangered species? Part of
the answer lies in the mystique of the
condor itself, a primal, intelligent buz-
zard that experts say has been grossly
misunderstood.

Condors are the largest avian flyers in
North America, with wingspans that can
reach 9-1/2 feet. Wallace, himself a hang-
gliding enthusiast, says that watching
Gymnogyps californicus is “magical. It’s like see-
ing a dinosaur come into view from the
past,” he explained. “T've watched these
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birds for a couple of decades and I still get
a spine-tingling sensation.”

Yet, Western culture has ascribed to
them a rather unsavory reputation. Like
their smaller cousins, the black and
turkey vultures, condors have been ma-
ligned for 400 years as omens of death.
Although many Native American tribes
still pay reverence to these birds in their
oral traditions, Spanish settlers follow-
ing in the wake of Columbus associat-
ed condors with the macabre because
of their ominous habit of circling in
the sky, scouting out their next meal.

Despite this reputation, condors have
many admirable characteristics. They
are long-lived, achieving ages of 50 to
80 years; they are attentive parents;
they are loyal to ancient nest sites; and,
for better or for worse, they are highly
curious about humans. And because
condors feast solely on the flesh of dead
animals, they pose no threat to domes-
tic livestock such as cattle or sheep. The
name California condor actually is
somewhat of a misnomer because it
implies they were endemic only to the
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Forty-Niner state. At the end of the
Pleistocene Epoch 11,000 years ago,
condors were native to several differ-
ent parts of the continent. Sightings
were recorded or remains found in
upstate New York, Florida, British
Columbia, and throughout the desert
Southwest and northern Mexico.

The condor’s decline began with the
encroachment of European coloniza-
tion. By the end of the 19th century,
the condor’s chief natural food source
of big game had been depleted be-
cause of overhunting by humans. In
1924, a rancher reportedly saw the last
condor in Arizona feeding on a calf
carcass with a pair of golden eagles
near the town of Williams. By the early
1930s, the giant birds were complete-
ly extirpated from the Southwest after
being shot by local residents who
boasted in saloons about killing the
birds for sport.

Soon thereafter, the final vestiges of
the species were found in an area sur-
rounding California’s Central Valley.
Ornithologists predicted that extinc-

tion was imminent. Reacting to a pub-
lic outcry, the California legislature
passed foresighted laws aimed at pro-
tecting the condor, but subsequent
decades of shooting, lead and chemical
poisoning, starvation, and collisions
with power lines made the situation
even more dire.

Six years before the Endangered
Species Act was passed into law in
1973, the condor already was included
on the government’s inaugural list of
endangered species. During the 1980s,
as deaths from lead poisoning contin-
ued to mount, just nine wild individu-
als remained. A couple dozen addition-
al birds existed in captivity.

The prospect of losing the species
forever forced the federal government
to contemplate two agonizing alterna-
tives: either allow the few remaining
birds in the wild to continue on their
inevitable course toward extinction, or
round them up and try to reestablish
the species through captive breeding, as
was done with the black-footed ferret.
In 1987, the latter option was chosen.
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The leader of the condor recovery
team at the time was Lloyd Kiff, then
the curator of ornithology at the Natu-
ral History Museum of Los Angeles.
Today, Kiff is science director of the
Peregrine Fund, headquartered in
Boise, Idaho.

Kiff says it was possible that the last
remaining condor pair might have bred
successfully in the wild (although the
last two eggs laid by the female were
thin-shelled because of DDT), but the
odds were against these birds surviving
very long.

“Without a doubt, our lowest point
in condor recovery was bringing them
in,” Kiff explains. “The high point was
releasing the first birds from captivity in
California and giving them a chance to
successfully fledge young from the nest.
Nine years ago, I bragged that we would
get them back out there, and we did.”

Success could never have been
achieved without assistance from the
San Diego Wild Animal Park, the Los An-
geles Zoo, and, later, the World Center
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for Birds of Prey in Boise, all of which
continue to serve important roles in ex-
panding the size of the captive flock.
This trio of propagation facilities is the
anchor to a condor population that has
grown to more than 100 individuals.

Any time animals are sequestered
from the wild, however, scientists are
concerned that each successive genera-
tion of offspring will lose the knowl-
edge necessary to survive under natural
conditions. The challenge was not only
to return the birds to their former
haunts as quickly as possible but teach
them to avoid the same hazards that
doomed their ancestors.

For a condor, power poles are entic-
ing places to roost, but the lines strung
between them can be deadly. In prepa-
ration for their release in California and
at Vermilion Cliffs, condors in captivity
underwent a regimen of “aversive con-
ditioning,” whereby they were exposed
to simulated power poles that delivered
soft shocks whenever they landed on
them. Similar tactics might also be used
to dissuade condors from descending
upon road-killed animals on highways

PARIA CANYON AND
VERMILION CLIFFS
WILDERNESS AREA

ARIZONA

near the Grand Canyon’s rim.

Dubbed “Dr. Condor” by his col-
leagues, team leader Wallace is a global
guru in the gestalt of these amazing
buzzards. Before the release of captive
birds in the Los Padres National Forest,
he spearheaded an experiment tracking
Andean condors’ movement across the
landscape in South America and later in
California. “There is a condor culture, a
tradition there, that young birds learn
in order to survive,” Wallace says. “We
are starting from scratch with Califor-
nia condors that have never tasted free-
dom, but the birds released in the
Grand Canyon are the offspring of wild
parents in California.”

Wallace says the doubts raised by skep-
tics have always been overcome. “They
said we would never be able to hatch
wild-laid condor eggs in the lab, but we
have. They said we would never get cap-
tive condors to lay fertile eggs, but we've
done that,” he pointed out. “They
claimed that condors would never breed
with radio transmitters on their wings,
but theyre doing it. They insisted we
would never be able to capture [condors]
without causing injury, and the day
would never arrive when we released
them again to their original habitat. Those
obstacles, too, have been overcome.”

LTHOUGH CAPTIVE cOn-
dor populations are thriv-
ing, wild releases in Cali-
fornia have been prob-
lematic, given high den-
sities of human development in their
former U-shaped range. This is precisely
why the strategy outlined in the recov-
ery plan calls for establishing several
subpopulations to reduce the risk of
catastrophic loss from threats such as
disease and to create genetic pools.
Besides the condors freed at Vermil-
ion Cliffs, a population of 17 individu-
als inhabits Los Padres National Forest
50 miles north of Los Angeles. Other
possible release sites during the re-
mainder of this century include federal
lands in New Mexico and Big Bend Na-
tional Park in Texas. “Once again, na-
tional parks are proving their value as a
safety net for all species, including hu-
mans,” reminds NPCA’s Simon. “All
across the United States, they offer the
chance for redemption and the
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promise of a second chance.”
In two decades, roughly $25 million
has been spent in public and private
funds to save the condors. Critics charge
that condor recovery is too expensive
and lacks results, implying that perhaps
the species should be allowed to go the
way of the dodo and the passenger pigeon.
The Peregrine Fund’s Kiff says, “It
pains me to hear the condor recovery
program painted as a waste of money,”
he said. “On an international or even
national scale, the amount of money
spent on condors is comparatively neg-
ligible. We live in an affluent
society where individual ac-
tors make greater sums in a
year, and individual paintings
sell for more at auction. Is not
the condor worth an equiva-
lent amount as an art form or
for its entertainment value?”
The condor recovery pro-
gram has brought together
more than a dozen different
governmental agencies and
conservation groups across a
wide spectrum to work on
achieving common objec-
tives. Kiff says that building
public-private partnerships
makes economic sense in an
era when wildlife budgets are
being slashed.
Robert Mesta agrees. Mesta
does not fit the typical profile

federalism sentiments often boil over.
At a meeting attended by a couple hun-
dred people, Mesta said some of the
condor proponents actually feared for
their personal safety. “In the room that
night, the tension and hate and distrust
for the federal government [were] so
thick you could almost choke on it,”
Mesta said. “The major problem, as I
see it, was lack of information. The
more educated you are, the less likely
you will find these birds to be a threat.”

The irony is that the town of Kanab
bills itself as a gateway community to the

B
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Faced with the prospect of losing the condor forever, sci-
entists tried captive breeding to reestablish the species.

pact on the livestock industry,” notes
team leader Wallace. “The only thing
that’s required from the general pub-
lic is to keep an open mind.”

To assuage the fears of local resi-
dents, the US. Fish and Wildlife Service
asked Interior Secretary Babbitt to in-
voke the special 10-(J) clause con-
tained in the Endangered Species Act,
allowing the birds to be managed as
“experimental, nonessential.” The 10-
(J) stipulation is the same regulatory
tool used in Yellowstone to make the re-
turn of the wolves more palatable to

ranchers.

The status gives biolo-
gists greater flexibility in re-
solving potential conflicts
throughout the recovery
zone. In addition, the vari-
ous cooperating agencies
have all signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
committing them to pro-
vide ample warning to local
communities if any change
in the condor’s status is pro-
posed. Mesta considers this
a formality because once
the condors establish them-

g selves and demonstrate that
J they pose no threat to
é human livelihoods, such
£ precautions will be moot.

At the same time, Mesta
hopes the condor’s strug-

of a federal bureaucrat. A Na-
tive American with flowing black hair
sometimes tied in a ponytail, he is the
US. Fish and Wildlife Service's principal
spokesman on condor recovery and a
biologist handed the daunting task of
selling the idea to hostile citizens in
rural Arizona and Utah. Shy and soft-spo-
ken, he has opened lines of communica-
tion in places where cooperation was
thought impossible.

“This particular part of the country has
a history of confrontation with the federal
government, and [the residents are] not
happy with what they perceive to be mul-
tiple layers of regulation and red tape as-
serted upon their lifestyles,” Mesta says.

One defining moment, he says, oc-
curred in late January when the Fish
and Wildlife Service sponsored a public
meeting in the southern Utah town of
Kanab, a Wise Use bastion where anti-
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North Rim of the Grand Canyon and is
likely to benefit greatly from an influx of
condor watchers, who are already flock-
ing to the foot of the Vermilion Cliffs.
Among the unfounded rumors of
people opposed to condor recovery is
that ranchers would be held liable if,
say, a condor happened to take a drink
at a cattle trough and accidentally
drown. Another misconception is that
the presence of condors will result in
the shutdown of logging, mining, and
livestock grazing on Forest Service and
BLM lands abutting the national park.
These rumors are false, says Mesta.
The truth is that seldom has there
been a species more benign to tradi-
tional land use than the condor
“These birds won't affect timber
sales, they won't affect mining or
hunting, and they will have zero im-

gle will lead to a greater
appreciation for endangered species.
Perpetuating the survival of condors in-
volves deep moral and ethical issues
that have been decidedly absent in con-
gressional debates over the Endangered
Species Act. Condor recovery shows that
the law can work as it was intended.

“Doing what's right for these birds
involves...accepting responsibility for
our own actions. It comes from the
philosophy that if you cause a problem,
it's your responsibility to address it and
fix it. Within our culture today,” he
adds, “this is the standard by which we
measure our worth as a society. I be-
lieve this attitude translates over to our
environment, too.”

TODD WILKINSON lives in Bozeman, Mon-
tana, and writes regularly for National
Parks magazine.
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Sandy Points

With the right combination of natural forces,
a sand dune can form almost anywhere. The park
system encompasses many of the best examples.

BY CLAYTON E. JACKSON

ENERATIONS OF painters, writers,

and photographers have been in-

spired by wind-sculpted dunes,

with backdrops of blue moun-

tains or crashing surf. Sand dunes
come in many forms and as many col-
ors as paints in an artist’s palette.

The typical dune is formed as wind
picks up loose particles of sand, even-
tually depositing them behind an ob-
struction such as a rock. Given the
right combination of sand, wind, surf,
and natural or manmade obstructions,
a dune can form almost anywhere. The
Sand Hill region of north central Ne-
braska is one of the world’s largest and
most unusual dune areas. The grass-
covered dunes of the Sand Hills cover
an area as large as New Hampshire and
Vermont combined. Substantial dune
fields are widespread in the United
States, yet rare enough that the Nation-
al Park System encompasses many of
the more outstanding examples. These
sites are great places to hike, watch
birds, investigate geography, and see
the unique creatures that develop
around and rely upon the dunes.

Mojave

For millions of world-weary travelers,
the recently established 1.4-million-
acre Mojave National Preserve in Cali-
fornia offers quiet respite. Included in
this Delaware-size tract of land are the
45-square-mile, 600-foot-high Kelso
Dunes.

Anyone who spends time at Mojave
usually comes to hike, photograph, or
contemplate Kelso Dunes. Hiking the
dune crest takes about two hours, and
the view in the rarefied desert air is

CLAYTON E. JACKSON last wrote for
National Parks about fossils.
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outstanding. Visibility can extend up to
100 miles, making the strenuous hike
worth the effort.

One of the more unusual features of
the Kelso Dunes is the noise they make
when disturbed. Called “booming” or
“singing,” the rumbling sound is emit-
ted as sand avalanches on the steeper,
leeward side of the dunes.

The Mojave also contains nearly
three dozen volcanic cinder cones, in-
cluding the Cima Dome, which is cov-
ered by what many believe to be one of
the world’s largest and thickest Joshua
tree forests. Mojave also contains one of
the largest and best preserved lime-
stone caverns in the state of California.
To make reservations for Mitchell Cav-
erns guided tours, call 805-942-0662.

Hikers can follow a trail to the top of
Teutonia Peak on Cima Dome or an
eight-mile trail linking the preserve’s

EXCURSIONS

two campgrounds—Mid Hills and
Hole-in-the-Wall. Both camping sites
have picnic tables, pit toilets, and well
water. A variety of services are available
in the nearby community of Baker.

For more information, write to Mo-
jave National Preserve, c/o Lake Mead
National Recreation Area, 601 Nevada
Highway, Boulder City, NV 89005; or
call 702-293-8918.

Great Sand Dunes

With a 700-foot vertical drop, the
Great Sand Dunes are among the tallest
in North America. Located in the San
Luis Valley in southern Colorado, Great
Sand Dunes National Monument was
established in 1932 to protect 39
square miles of dunes.

The building process for these sand
dunes probably began during the last
Ice Age. Streams of glacial melt carried

Visitors explore Kelso Dunes at Mojave National Preserve in California.
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gravel, sand, and rocks out of the San
Juan Mountains—50 miles west of
Great Sand Dunes—onto the floor of
the valley. This sand was then carried
across the valley by prevailing south-
westerly winds, and transported up
against the Sangre de Cristo Range.
These sand-laden winds—which lose
just enough energy to drop their sandy
loads—were funneled up through
three low mountain passes: Mosca,
Medano, and Music.

The dunes are built up in another
way. Medano Creek flows along the
dune field’s leading edge, washing sand
back into the valley from which it
came. This sand is then blown back
onto the dunes by “reversing winds”
that come down out of the passes. The
reverse winds pile the dunes back onto
themselves, building them ever higher.

Hiking to the top of the dune crest is
a popular visitor activity and takes
about an hour for the physically fit. In
the sand, hikers may find the tracks of
the ord kangaroo rat, a mammal capa-
ble of surviving without ever drinking
water. Several insect species here are
found nowhere else in the world, such
as the Great Sand Dunes tiger beetle and
a type of darkling beetle.

Several trails lead around the dunes
into the mountains. Picnicking and
camping also are popular, and flush toi-
lets, drinking water, picnic tables, and
fire grates are available. The Pinyon Flats
Campground is open year-round on a
first-come, first-served basis. Back-
country camping requires a free per-
mit, available at the visitor center. Mo-
tels, restaurants, and other services are
available in Alamosa.

For additional information, write to
Great Sand Dunes National Monument,
11500 Highway 150, Mosca, CO
81146; or call 719-378-2312.

Sleeping Bear Dunes
The northwestern shore of Michigan's
lower peninsula is a remarkable land of
towering coastal sand dunes, dizzying
bluffs, wilderness islands, azure lakes,
and dense hardwood forests. Many of
these scenic wonders are within the
boundaries of Sleeping Bear Dunes Na-
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tional Lakeshore on Lake Michigan.
Today's sand dunes were yesterday's
glacial debris. Meltwater from the glac-
iers dropped sandy debris between
huge ice lobes and formed Empire
Bluffs, the Sleeping Bear Bluffs, and
Pyramid Point. Glacial deposits provide
the sand for the dune building that
continues now. Lake Michigan’s con-
stant wave action undercuts the bluffs,
causes sediment to fall into the lake,
and deposits the sand along the shore-
line. Prevailing southwesterly winds are
able to gain strength across Lake Michi-

Beach dunes have formed near the
shore at Sleeping Bear Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore, Michigan

gan’s open water, pick up the sand, and
blow it inland to form dunes.

The two major dune types at Sleep-
ing Bear are beach and perched. Beach
dunes form near the shoreline; Aral
Dunes along Platte Bay are one of the
most dramatic examples. They rise
more than 100 feet above Lake Michi-
gan. In contrast, perched dunes are
found on the tops of the Sleeping Bear
Plateau, Empire Bluffs, Pyramid Point,
and the west coast of South Manitou Is-
land. Most perched dunes are a thin
dune blanket resting on a bluff of
glacial debris. The wind continues to
erode the upper layers and blows the
free sand onto the dune. The total dune
area is four square miles.

Many rewards await the visitor. The
7.1-mile Pierce Stocking Scenic Drive
provides panoramic views of Sleeping
Bear Dunes, Lake Michigan, and Glen
Lake. Climbing to the top of the dunes
is allowed at Dune Climb and involves
a scramble of 130 feet. Thirteen trails,
varying from 1.5 to 14.7 miles, are also
available. Platte River and DH. Day
campgrounds are open throughout the
year on a first-come, first-served basis.
Wilderness camping is available at des-

MAY/JUNE 1996

JEFF GNASS



ignated backcountry sites on the main-
land and on South and North Manitou
islands. North Manitou provides a
15,000-acre wilderness experience all
its own, including a virgin grove of
white cedar. The North American
champion white cedar is here and mea-
sures 17.6 feet in circumference and 90
feet tall. Accommodations and other
services are located in any number of
local communities.

For more information, write to
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lake-
shore, 9922 Front Street, Empire, MI
49630-0277; or call 616-326-5134.

White Sands
In the Tularosa Basin in New Mexico
lies one of the country’s great natural
treasures, and one of the best places to
study the adaptability of plants and an-
imals to a harsh, unusual environment.

The beautiful White Sands dunes
look more like waves rolling off storm-
tossed seas than sand dunes. White
Sands, a study in the growth process of
dunes, is an active field: dunes travel
several feet each year, and new ones are
constantly being formed.

The first dunes to form downwind
from Lake Lucero, a dry lake, are dome
dunes.These dunes have been known to
migrate nearly 40 feet in a year. As
dome dunes migrate into the heart of
the dune field, they fuse together in
long rows and become stretched by the
wind. At this point, traverse dunes
emerge. Among the largest sand forma-
tions at White Sands, some travese
dunes are 400 feet from back to front
and as high as 40 feet. Eventually tra-
verse dunes become so stretched that
they are breached by the wind. When
this happens, the dune’s leading edges
curve around to form a crescent or
barchan dune. Inevitably, the points of
the barchan dune become snagged and
firmly anchored. The wind pushes the
dune inside out, as the nose moves past
the anchored points. The result looks
like a boomerang and is called a para-
bolic dune—the final growth stage of
White Sands’ dunes. The noses of some
parabolic dunes can extend 900 feet
ahead of the anchored arms.

White Sands also offers a look at the
color adaptations of some species.
Snout and tiger beetles are a lighter hue
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The wind forms patterns in the sand
at White Sands National Monument.

than specimens found at other locales.
And a nearly transparent variety of
cricket becomes almost invisible
against a gypsum background. Both the
bleached earless and Cowles’ prairie
lizards have adapted to life in the dunes,
becoming almost pure white. The
Apache pocket mouse has a white coat

unlike the more common tan coloring
among pocket mice. A short distance
away from the visitor center, the same
species of lizards and mice are tan.

The Dunes Dive is an eight-mile
loop through the heart of the dunes.
Interpretive displays and pullouts make
it easy for the visitor to explore the
dunes first-hand. Plants and animals
are more easily seen along a self-guid-
ing nature trail on the edge of the dune
field. Photography is best when bril-
liant Southwest sunrises and sunsets
further accentuate the already stunning
dunes. Many ranger-led activities are
also available in the summer months,
including: orientation talks, nature
walks, evening slide presentations, and
star talks. The monument does not have
camping facilities, but three public
campgrounds are within 35 miles. A
primitive backcountry camp site is
available on a first-come, first-served
basis. Alamagordo, 15 miles away, has
accommodations and visitor services.

For more information, write to
White Sands National Monument, PO.
Box 1086, Holloman AFB, NM 88330;
or call 505-479-6124. Ak
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TRAILSTRUSTRATED 1232

thc world is full of magical places,
and Trails [llustrated is your key to
finding them. From planning around
the kitchen table to the high point of
your journey and home again, Trails
[llustrated maps are what you need to
ensure a successful trip. Our colorful
topographic maps are always accurate
and updated. Waterproof, tearproof
and easy to use, they are loaded with
valuable information and insightful
tips, sure to enhance your experience.
For a free brochure listing all available maps
call 800-962-1643 or 303-670-3457.

hetp: /fwww.colorado.com/trails

Leave No Trace Principle #2:
Camp and Travel on
Durable Surfaces
* Stay on designated trails. Walk in single file
in the middle of the path.

* Do not shortcut switchbacks.

® When traveling cross-country, choose the
most durable surfaces available: rock,
gravel, dry grasses or snow.

© Use a map and compass o eliminate the
need for rock carms, tree scars and ribbons.

® Step to the dounhil side of the trail and talk
softly when encountering pack stock.

Look for principle #3 in the July/August issue
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Have a totalI\ orgamc expel jence.. wnh Style.

Finally! Herbal Essences

Styling Line.
Oh yes! Gels, sprays, spritz and mousse —
each with organic herbs and botanicals.

So hold on. And on. And on. And on.

A Totally Organic Experience

© 1996 Clairol, Inc.
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What's a Park Worth!

Last year’s federal shutdown focused
attention on both the economic
and intrinsic value of parks.

BY VIRGIL G. ROSE

ATE IAST YEAR, our national parks,

along with the rest of the federal

government, were closed for more
than three weeks. During that time,

a hue and cry was heard from near-
by communities and businesses about
the economic hardship caused by the
federal shutdown. Communities next
to national parks lost millions of dollars
in tax revenue and profits; small con-
cessioners were pushed to the verge of
financial ruin; park rangers’ salaries
were delayed; and the US. Treasury
lost as much as $2 million because
the National Park Service (NPS) was
not collecting entrance fees.

The Interior Department calcu-
lated that gateway communities and
surrounding regions lost $14 mil-
lion in tourism revenues each day
the parks were closed. Many towns
in which parks are the largest source
of income were financially devastat-
ed. Mariposa County, near Yosemite
National Park, reportedly lost as

munities, or the concessions industry,
and not measurable in hard numbers.
They lost some of their revered sta-
tus in the American culture. National
parks traditionally have been revered as
“the best idea America ever had,” and
closing them for even one day should
have been unthinkable. When the parks
did close last year, a clamor arose, and
Congress subsequently hurried to re-
open them. Many park advocates saw

FORUM

everything possible to keep them open,
fully funded, and professionally staffed.

The money, no matter how great, does
not begin to match the nonmarket
worth of even the lesser-known sites of
the park system: the Obed Wild and
Scenic River, one of the last remaining
wild rivers in the East; and Lava Beds
National Monument, where volcanic
eruptions created a natural fortress used
by the Modoc Indians to fight off the

US. Cavalry in 1872.

But the parks lost something else
during the shutdown—something
that will be harder to recover than
revenue: the care and protection by
the parks’ stewards, the men and
women of the Park Service.

Because of the nature of the soci-
ety in which they exist, parks re-
quire constant tending; without it
they will gradually erode and disap-
pear. Closing parks and prohibiting
entry of employees deemed “non-
essential,” such as rangers, scientists,

much as $10,000 a day in taxes;
1,600 jobs disappeared; and hotels and
restaurants sat virtually empty. Similar
horror stories were repeated around
the system. Goodwill also suffered as
potential visitors, many from overseas,
missed an opportunity to experience
some of America’s greatest wonders.
The Interior Department estimated that
383,000 people were turned away
from national parks every day of the
25-day shutdown.

The national parks lost other things,
too, during the closure—things distinct
from the Park Service, gateway com-

VIRGIL G. ROSE is chairman of
NPCA’s Board of Trustees.
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this move as a comforting reaffirmation
of the parks’ political inviolability.

On closer inspection, however, a dis-
turbing theme became apparent. Many
people, and members of Congress in
particular, wanted to open the parks
only because they make money. For ex-
ample, the Park Service, using a
“money generation model,” has calcu-
lated that the parks pump about $10
billion annually into the economies of
their regions.

But using this information as the
primary reason to keep the parks open
is misleading and dangerous. Even if
national parks made no money, we
should be thankful they exist and do

and interpreters, is as thoughtless as
building fences around the parks and
walking away. We could wall off the
cathedral redwoods of John Muir Na-
tional Monument and let strip malls
creep up to the edge, but it would no
longer be a park; it would be a doomed
refuge under siege. A Yellowstone Na-
tional Park bordered by mountains hol-
lowed out for mining, watered by
streams filled with acidic wastes, and
surrounded by forests pockmarked
with clear cuts would not be the park
we want to preserve.

If the price of freedom is constant
vigilance, as Thomas Jefferson said,
then the price for national parks is con-
stant commitment. The men and wo-
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enerations

Since 1919, NPCA has worked
tirelessly to preserve priceless and
irreplaceable treasures within the
National Park System. One of
NPCA's founders, Stephen Mather,
and others of his generation had the
foresight more than 75 years ago to
take action to help save these sites
that we all enjoy today.

When NPCA considers the task
of preserving the parks for future

tions, we know that charita-
ble bequests from wills and other
individual estate plans will play a
vital role in future funding.

Perhaps you are giving all you
feel you can afford on an annual
basis but would like to do some-
thing extraordinary for your chil-
dren, grandchildren, nieces, and
nephews. If so, we encourage you
to take the time to make a will and
include a bequest for NPCA among
your other charitable interests.

By remembering NPCA in
your will or trust, you can leave a
legacy that lasts far beyond your
lifetime, enriching the lives of future
generations of park lovers.

- Suk.  oad

For a copy of our booklet,

“How To Make A Will That Works,”
please return this coupon or contact:
Dan Studnicky
National Parks and Conservation Assodiation
1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
(800)628-7275, ext. 146

Name
Address
City
State
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men of the National Park Service know
that better than anyone. They live in
substandard housing and work long
hours for low wages in difficult condi-
tions to protect the resources we too
often take for granted. If the govern-
ment shutdown taught us anything, it
is the danger of complacency. Park Ser-
vice rangers, biologists, interpreters,
and historical experts are the first line
of defense, essential to ensuring that
parks will exist for future generations.
By locking NPS employees out of their
jobs, Congress unfairly diminished
their role and put the entire National
Park System at risk.

It is often said that national parks are
our natural and cultural treasures. But
do our elected officials really act as
though they treasure these parklands?
Based on their response when the parks
were taken away from us, the answer is
no. They value them, but they do not
treasure them. I value many material
things, but in most cases only because
of what they can do for me—their
practical utility. I do not think about the
needs of my computer, for instance. I
use it hard every day, and when it wears
out, I will trade it in for a new one.

In contrast, I treasure a drawing my
daughter Julie made in the first grade,
and an old coin my father gave me.
They are irreplaceable no matter their
cash value. How many of us lavish time
and effort caring for and preserving the
things we cherish, often well beyond
what a “rational” economic analysis
would recommend? These are only
inanimate objects, yet they mean some-
thing more to us than dollars and cents.
How much more devoted should we
be to our national parks?

Places that are now national park
units molded us into a nation. Some-
times they:made our hearts sing. At Fort
McHenry National Monument and
Historic Shrine, Francis Scott Key was
moved in 1814 to write our national
anthem. And sometimes they made our
souls cry. At Manzanar National Historic
Site, thousands of Japanese-Americans
were interned during World War 11 for
no crime other than sharing the same
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race as an enemy nation.

Looking across the landscape of the
park system is like peering into the stars
to see how the universe began. Stand at
the top of Kill Devil Hill on a windy day
and you can hear gulls mock the Wright
brothers as they wheel out a clumsy fly-
ing machine to attempt what no one
has ever done before. Turn your atten-
tion 1,500 miles to the west, and hear
the ring of the sledgehammer as the
transcontinental railroad line is joined at
Promontory Summit, Utah, in 1869.

As an engineer, I was taught about
things that could be counted and mea-
sured precisely, but in the debate over
the government shutdown too little at-
tention has been paid to the park values
that cannot be added up on a calculator.
Many noneconomic values are associat-
ed with national parks—keeping our
history alive, preserving wildlife and
natural wonders, safeguarding our cul-
tural icons—and we need a new yard-
stick to measure them. Fortunately, the
Park Service is taking the first steps to-
ward that through a program focusing
on social science, including “green”
economics, in the parks. Putting a price
tag on resources that are inherently
noncommercial seems to devalue them
in our profit-conscious society. We must
not let that happen to our parks.

This raises the question of whether
in 100 years our great-grandchildren
will treasure Yellowstone or simply
value it. The answer depends on what
we do today. If we promote national
parks because they make money, our
descendants will preserve them only
until a more lucrative use comes along.
But if we acknowledge that the mean-
ing and worth of national parks come
from elsewhere, if we stress that nation-
al parks are important because of what
they teach us about ourselves, then per-
haps our children will treasure them
and the hopeful phrases of the legisla-
tion establishing the Park Service will
come true: “To conserve the scenery
and the natural and historic objects and
the wild life therein and to. . .leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations.” -
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March
for Parks

» NPCA would like to
thank the national agencies
and organizations whose
support helped make 1996
the most successful year yet
for March for Parks, the as-
sociation’s annual Earth Day
event:

American Volkssport
Association
National Park Service
National Recreation and
Park Association
National Tree Trust

{

National Parks and
Conservation Association

Take Credit

» NPCA members are en-
couraged to apply for the
new NPCA Visa card, which
offers a low introductory
interest rate of 5.9 percent
and gives you the power to
help the parks every time
you use the card.

The NPCA Visa card is
available with no annual fee
and will help you save
money while you help save

NATIONAL PARKS

the parks. After September
1, the card offers a low
15.9 percent fixed interest
rate. Other benefits include
travel insurance and conve-
nience checks.

The standard NPCA Visa
card features a captivating
grizzly bear family portrait
and the NPCA logo, while
the Visa Gold card with the
NPCA logo offers an ex-
tended line of benefits. Ei-
ther way, with every pur-
chase, a contribution will
be made automatically to
NPCA—at no additional
cost to you. For more infor-
mation about applying for
the card, turn to the ad on
page 26.

High Road
to China

» NPCA will be well repre-
sented in a delegation of
American park officials, ex-
perts, and enthusiasts travel-
ing to China May 5-19. Of-
ficials from China’s Office
of National Scenic Areas
(ONSA)—the equivalent of
our National Park Service—
traveled to the United States
this winter seeking infor-
mation and resources ap-
plicable to the management
of their country’s 119 na-
tional parks. The ONSA del-
egation requested a follow-
up meeting in China.
NPCA Chairman of the

Board Virgil Rose and sever-
al NPCA board members,
along with representatives
of the National Park Service,
will travel to China to facili-
tate a needs assessment for
that country’s national parks
and offer technical expertise
and advice on management
training.

March for Parks, NPCA’s
annual Earth Day event, has
drawn increasing interna-
tional participation in re-
cent years. Soren Jensen,
NPCA’s March for Parks
program manager, will join
the delegation as an ambas-
sador and recruiter for
March for Parks.

Rocky

Mountain Hi

» Please welcome Mark Pe-
terson, NPCA’s new Rocky
Mountain regional director,
based in Fort Collins, Col-
orado. As NPCA's represen-
tative in the Rocky Moun-
tain area, Peterson takes up
the challenge of issues af-
fecting some of the Nation-
al Park System’s crown jew-
els, including Yellowstone,
Grand Teton, and Zion na-
tional parks.

Peterson, former execu-
tive director of Sigurd
Olson Environmental Insti-
tute, has also worked as an
interpreter at Arches Na-
tional Park, a science

teacher, an outdoor educa-
tor, and an environmental
journalist. He has complet-
ed studies toward a Ph.D. in
natural resources from Col-
orado State University and
plans to complete his dis-
sertation this year.

Peterson joins NPCA's
seven other regional direc-
tors, who evaluate legisla-
tive and policy decisions af-
fecting the national parks in
their regions and work with
local and regional groups
on park issues.

Flip Your Lid

» NPCA encourages its
members to support Stony-
field Farm Yogurt in its ef-
forts to contribute to dia-
logue on environmental is-
sues. Stonyfield Farm
launched a “Flip Your Lid
for the Earth” campaign in
April, printing 4 million
lids for yogurt containers
with a message urging Con-
gress to vote on behalf of
the environment. The com-
pany asks consumers to
send the lids to their mem-
bers of Congress and pro-
vides a toll-free number to
help those who do not
know the name of their
representative.

Look for Stonyfield Farm
yogurt featuring the “Flip
Your Lid” campaign in your
supermarket, and thank
your grocery manager for
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helping to make this cam-
paign possible.
R i R

Travel
with NPCA

» NPCA presents two travel
opportunities to members
and their friends and family
this fall. The tours feature
visits to some of the most
spectacular natural, cultural,
and historic parks in the
American West with the
comforts of first-rate cui-
sine, accommodations, and
transportation. Both jour-
neys are accented with pre-
sentations by naturalists,
historians, and park rangers.
The itinerary for “Na-
tional Parks of the Colorado
Plateau,” scheduled for Sep-
tember 20-28, includes vis-
its to six national park units

in the Southwest: Walnut
Canyon, Navajo, Canyon de
Chelly, Wupatki, and Sunset
Crater Volcano national
monuments and Hubbell
Trading Post National His-
toric Site. For more infor-
mation on this trip, turn to
the ad on page 57.

The second tour, “Na-
tional Parks of the North:
Montana by Private Rail,” is
scheduled for September
24—October 2. Until NPCA’s
inaugural trip on this route
last year, the Montana Rail
Link—which virtually con-
nects Yellowstone and Glaci-
er national parks—had not
seen overnight passenger
traffic in decades. For more
information on this tour,
which also features Little
Bighorn Battlefield National
Monument, see the ad on

page 7.
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NPCA Online
If you haven't yet visited
NPCA’s America Online
(AOL) site, you have a
treat in store! The Ameri-
ca’s National Parks site, ac-
cessed with the keyword
PARKS, is a resource for
everyone who loves the
parks. The Park Education
and Visitor Center features
information for travelers
and researchers alike. The
Park Activist Network area
contains updates on park
issues and action alerts
with contact addresses

and more. A handy park
telephone directory is
available for downloading
from the files area.

As summer approaches,
we hope you will make
good use of the site as you
plan your trip to a national
park. Share with us in
“Your Park Experience.”
Participate in our park
photo contest. Also check
out our newly redesigned
World Wide Web site, ac-
cessible through AOL or
directly through the Inter-
net. To receive NPCA’s free
AOL starter kit, call 1-800-
NAT-PARK.

e-mail:
natparks@aol.com
AOL keyword: PARKS
World Wide Web:
http:/ /www.npca.org/

Trustees for the Parks

$10,000+
Robert and Dee Leggett

$5,000-$9,999
Mrs. Vernon W. Furrow

$2,500-$4,999
Catherine M. Ward

$1,000-$2,499

Muriel Brower

Mr. and Mrs. John C.
Crean

Mr. and Mrs. John E.
Diversey, Jr. and Family

Vincent Hoenigman

Mrs. R. G. Kennelly

John McGraw

Kathryn McNeil

TRUSTEES FOR THE PARKS is a society of the National Parks and Conservation Association whose
members’ annual commitment of $1,000 or more supports NPCA's work to preserve the national parks,
our natural and cultural heritage, as a legacy for future generations.

Vyvian C. Mohr

M. Ruth Niswand
Esther Lindsey Oswalt
Mrs. Harold C. Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Fred M.

Richman

Virgil G. Rose
Leonard R. Sargent
Mr. and Mrs. Lyman

Spitzer

For information on joining Trustees for the Parks, please call or write to:

Nancy Sturm, NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W,, Washington, DC 20036

1-800-NAT-PARK, ext. 145

Mr. and Mrs. John
Strahan
Mark and Joan Strobel
Mrs. William C. Trimble
Valerie A. Vanderheyden
Marian S. Ware
Elizabeth A. Wells
Robert Wolf
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COMING UPW

March for Parks
Desert Tortoises

Atlanta’s Martin
Luther King, Jr.,
National Historic
Site Prepares for
the Olympics

Santa Fe Trail

g

Getting Too Many
Conservation
Mailings?

Occasionally, on a limited and se-
lected basis, NPCA makes its
membership list available to other
organizations whose goals and
programs might interest you.

If you prefer not to be includ-
ed with the names we make avail-
able, let us know and we will re-
move your name from the list.

Just attach a current label from
National Parks magazine and send it
to us at the address below.

(Place label here)

Membership Department
NPCA
1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

NATIONAL PARKS

$250,000 Term Life

GUARANTEED ANNUAL PREMIUMS, MALE NO TOBACCO USE

Ten Year Fifteen Year Twenty Year

Age Level

35 $ 213 $ 238 $ 295
40 $ 290 $ 333 $ 405
45 $ 395 $ 458 $ 513
50 $ 575 $ 688 $ 888
a5 $ 823 $ 1,048 $ 1,360
60 % 1,273 $ 1,633 $- 2,117
65 $ 2,145 $ 2,670 $ 3,452
70 $. 3,525 $ 4,895 $ 5,863
75 ¥ 0155 3. /B3¢ $10,744
80 $10,309 $12,394 $12,394

All quotes shown are from insurance companies rated A-, A, A+ or A++ by A.M. Best
Company and include all fees and commissions. Actual premiums and coverage availability
will vary depending upon age, sex, state availability, health history and recent tobacco usage.
Most policies shown are guaranteed renewable to at least age 90, except in New York.

"Quotesmith provides a list of all insurance companies & plans

that match specific needs. The first to make available this new
custom-search service." - Nation's Business

"Quotesmith saved us time and money. | shopped from my own

office and found the best deal available. | was impressed."
- Linda Picazio, Fort Lauderdale, FL

"New source for best buys in insurance.
One way to get to know the market..."
- Kiplinger's Personal Finance

"Quotesmith keeps a database of about
350 insurance companies." - Good Housekeeping

"Quotesmith offers particularly thorough searches."
- Los Angeles Times

"Quotesmith ranked more than 250 policies for Forbes.
The premiums vary wildly." - Forbes

"Researching insurance companies can be confusing and tedious.
To simplify the task, call Quotesmith." - SmartMoney

"Quotesmith will scan the insurers and provide a list of

different policies suited to your needs." - Money Magazine

A free insurance price comparison service. Call 1-800-431-1147 right
now to request quotes on any amount of $100,000 or more. We'll scan the market by
computer, check the rates of 160 leading term life companies and mail a personal Best
Buy Report to you in one day. You'll see the names of the companies, the latest A.M.
Best ratings of each company and the premiums - all sorted by lowest cost. Avoid
buying mistakes. Use this new service before you talk to any insurance salesmen and
before you buy or renew any life insurance policy. Call 24 hrs. per day, any day.

Quotesmith

Insurance price comparison service

1-800-431-1147

Ad Code: NP 5/96
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EcoOpportunities

BOOKS * PUBLISHING

BROOKS CAMP -- KATMAI NATIONAL PARK, ALASKA
BROWN BEARS OF BROOKS RIVER
"...expressed so honestly the life of a creature struggling
to coexist and survive in a changing world.” --Denver Post
5 years of research reveals subtle impacts of ecotourism.
31 color photos, 9 drawings. Send $7.95 + 2.00SH

NRRC, POB 3904 Kodiak, AK 99615
http://wwwptialaska.neU~tammyon

“The best book on the subject in thirty years”
— Robin W. Winks, former chairman,
National Park System Advisory Board

OUR NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM
Caring for America’s Greatest
Natural and Historic Treasures

RETTI
Udall

DWIGHT F.
Foreword by Stewart ..
llus. Cloth, $34.95; Paper, $21.95

800/545-4703 « UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS PRESS

OUTDOOR CAREERS |
I lN CONSERVATION!

Home study. Qualify for great
environmental careers in conser-
vation, wildlife and natu-
ral resource programs,
parks, zoos, and more.
Do what you love and
get paid for it! Taught
one-on-one by con-
servation profes-
sionals. Free ca-

reer literature:
send or call 24
hours a day.

CALL 800-223-4542 |

Name

Address

Age Phone ( )

THE SCHOOL OF
CONSERVATION

Dept. NNF442, 6065 Roswell Road |
PCDI, Atlanta, Georgia 30328

City State Zip I

e ————————
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Environmental Careers

Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non-
profit, private, & government employers. Two issues each
month list opportunities nationwide. A 6 issue trial
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today!

The Job Seeker
Dept NP, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens, WI 54666

PRODUCTS * GEAR

Intriguing and Unique Stationery

You'll really love our envelopes and stationery made from
government surplus topographic maps. (Even non-map lovers
are intrigued by our "Geolopes™™) A truly inspired recycling
idea! "Geolopes"™ come in various sizes and meet US.P.S
requirements, We guarantee your correspondents will open the
mail when they see this unique, fascinating item. Very
affordable. Free samples. New England Cartographics, P.O
Box 9369-N, North Amherst, MA 01059, (413) 549-4124

-«%" — NO CHEMICALS -8~

p—
Cttronella’ SOAP AND 4\

SHAMPOO
GENTLE GLYCERINE SOAP NATURAL REPELLENT
BAR §4.00 ppd V./Oy Mailorder/Wholesale
FREE BROCHURE Check, Visa/Master

7888 County Rd. #6, Maple Plain, MN 55359
{D (612) 479-33!1 or (800) 328-4827 Ell 2153 &

Now you really can get there from here

MAPWEAR™
Fashionably finding our way.
410-715-1570

®hair scrunchies
*ties
®suspenders

Excellent color & detail Acadia map, 100% silk

5349-G Columbia Rd. Columbia, MD 21044 S

EXPLORE THe VIRGIN 15LA0s FRoM OnLY *17 f Day™

Cinnamon Bay Campground,
located on St. John, US. Virgin Islands.
An affordable way to enjoy pristine beaches,
crystal clear waters, and tropical
surroundings. Stay in a cottage, tent, or
bring your own equipment. Cook your
own meals or dine in our restaurant. Located
inside the Virgin Islands National Park and
directly on the beach for immediate access to
snorkeling, windsurfing, kayaking and sailing.
Or hike and explore the National Park.
See St. John—the way it was meant to be.

o 1-800-539-9998 on voun Traver Rsent

Cinnamon Bay Campground, St. John, USVI
*Rates are per night, and do not include taxes or meals. $17 for
hm sites, $48 for tents, $63-68 for cottages. Valid 5/1-12/14/9%.
— - -

GHOST

Explore the wonders of Ameriga’s
largest National Park from the comfort
of our first-class contemporary lodge.

KENNICOTT

GLACIER LODGE
1-800-582-5128

Box 103940-NP, Anchorage, AK 99510

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
Walkabouts

Nature, Hiking & the Outdoors
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge
stays, and island resorts in New
Zealand's scenic National Parks &
Milford Track; Australia’s Outback,
Tropical North, & Great Barrier Reef.

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CO.
Box 3042-P, Santa Barbara, CA 93130
(805) 687-7282

Just one or two weeks can
make a difference

Join an Earthwatch expedition to study
timber wolves in Minnesota, save rainforests
in Mexico, build solar ovens in Kenya...
137 leading scientists need your help now on
1-2 week research projects in fields from
archaeology to ornithology. Expeditions in
national parks and worldwide!

Tax-deductible contributions support the
research and cover food and lodging expenses.
No experience necessary.

EARTHWAIGH

a nonprofit founded in 1972

(800)776-0188+info@earthwatch.org

http://www.earthwatch.org
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EcoOpportunities

Grand Canyon

Historic Train Adventure!

Travel in grand style aboard a vintage train
from Williams, Ariz. to the Grand Canyon.

Ask about value packages that include the
beautiful new Fray Marcos Hotel next to the
Williams Depot. One features an overnight in
Grand Canyon National Park!

1-800-THE TRAIN

or see your travel agent.

»RAND CANYON RAILWAY

of the National Park Service

An authorized concessic

-
-

WILDERNES

WILDERNESS SOUTHEAST
711 SANDTOWN RD
SAVANNAH, GA 31410
(912)897-5108

ACTIVE WALKING

@99 Pl o) HOLIDAYS
Co . AXC, Inareas of natural beauty
S “ (%> ¥ Un Weekends & Weeklongs; Midwast & Bayond
T w o g, SaymBaB', ins, Lodges & Smal Holels
N\ s‘ s/ Hike some of the most scenic trails on Earth
6 < LEE “Q‘? 930 Washington St.#1-Earth
(/{ = "O Evanston IL 60202-2272
ING 847-869-5745

Classic River Adventures

T, IDAHO
5 OREGON
ECHO CALIFORNIA

1 to 11 day River Trips

. 3
Comp2®

Call for free catalog and friendly advice

800-652-ECHO % '
ECHO: THE WILDERNESS COMPANY
6529P Telegraph Ave Oakland, CA 94609
Fax 510-652-3987 e-mail: echo@echotrips.com
http:/Jwww.echotrips.com

Now Playing Worldwide

Whether it's biking, walking or cross-country skiing,
Backroads offers the most distinctive array of active
vacations to more than 75 destinations worldwide.
Inn & camping trips for all abilities since 1979.
For a free catalog, call: 1-800-GO-ACTIVE
(510) 527-1555 « Fax (510) 527-1444

BACKROADS.

The world's #1 active travel company

Rico Tours ™
Simply Costa Rica
(800) 280-7426

Adventure Travel ¢ Diving Explorations
Horse Trekking * Photo Sn}.m\
Sailing Safaris * Beach Vacations
Nature Tours * National Park Tours
Volcano Tours * White Water Rafting

* Customized ltineranies

an Anderson Mill Travel, Inc. Company

truly unique
7 - 17 day

small group
Jjourneys

* Sea Kayalang
* Combination Trips
* Custom Auir Tours

* River Adventures
* Sightseeing Tours
* Dog Sledding Trips
(800) 365-7057 2904 W. 31s Anchorge, AK 99517

For color brachure

Southwest Ed-Ventures

* Chaco Canyon, Mesa Verde, Canyon
De Chelley, Lake Powell and more

* Archaeology, Geology, Wilderness,
Environmental and Cultural Studies

« River Trips, Backpacking,Van Tours, and
Basecamp Hiking - 4 days to 2 weeks

Four Corners School of Outdoor Education

800-525-4456 FREE CATALOG 801-587-2156

P SWISS ALPS N

Moderate DAY hiking tours, 2 or 4 weeks. Ride up above tree
line and hike down Over 50 optional length hikes basing one
week at 10 charming mountain willages in 3 or 4 star hotels

Write for Iree brochure

7831 Chlfside Dr

Archaeology Tours—Best of the Southwest—New Mexico,
Arizona, Colorado: Explore Native American cultures. Visit
Mesa Verde, Canyon de Chelly, and more! Tour Santa Fe.
San Juan River—Utah: river adventure, fascinating archae-
ology, spectacular scenery. Expert archaeologist guides.

iy The Archoeologicol Conserancy
‘M 5301 Central NE, # 1218 Albuquerque,
NM 87108 (505) 266-1540

DIREAM IT.

DO IT?

Put soME MAGIC IN YOUR LIFE! RAFT lpAnO's MiDDLE
Forx SaLmoN, SakE 1N HeLLs CANYON OR THEUPPER
Amazon in EQuapor. Hike e Rockies, Trex NepaL
OR BARGE THE CANALS OF FRANCE.

River Ooyssevs West
Remore Oovssevs Wortowine
ol Sice 1979 PO Box 579-NP, (oswe o'Auens, ID 83816

1-800-451-6034

Call for our FREE BROCHURE

NATIONAL PARKS
OF THE COLORADO
PLATEAU

September 20-28, 1996

Join NPCA on an expedition to:

¢ Canyon de Chelly,

* Navajo,
Sunset Crater,
Walnut Canyon, and

Waupatki national monuments and

Hubbell ‘Trading Post National
Historic Site.

From $2,550 all inclusive

Call Jessie Brinkley at
(800) 628-7275 ext.130

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRIII.§ TOUR§
Akron OH 44313 SWlSSOll’L

Seasfeasrsel .

AND SOUTHWEST MONTANA

WILDERNESS TOURS
Naturalist guided 1.7 day tours-wildlife
1-800-SAFARIS photography, history, ghost towns &

Box 963, Lvingston,  more. Small groups, all ages & abilities.

The Underground Rail-
road was one of the most
powerful and dramatic
N movements in American
history. The National
Park Service’s congres-
sional study, which sug-
gests alternatives for interpreting the story
of theUnderground Railroad through the
National Park System, is now available. For
a copy of a summary of the study, please
write to lantha Gantt, NPCA, 1776 Massa-
chusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC

20036. Web site: http://www.npca.org/

Montana 59047 Call for a brochure!
e ———

NATIONAL PARKS
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Alpine Spring

This glacier-sculpted park features
a variety of wildlife and wildflowers.

HE PARK INCLUDES a wide range in elevation, creating habitat for a variety of an-

imals, such as mountain goats, grizzly bears, and gray wolves. In late spring

wildflowers, including heather, gentian, beargrass, and glacier lily, provide a

spectacular, if short-lived, display. Carved by glaciers into its current geogra-

phy, the park’s upper elevations are still being molded by ice fields. More than
60 years ago, this land was dedicated to peace. Have you visited this park? Which
national park isi? [ ANSWER ON PAGE 11.]
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RAFTING
CANOEING
HORSEBACK'RID
WILDLIFE VIEWING
HIKING o BIKING




: N

CELEBRATE THE WILDERNESS...
WHEREVER YOU ARE

Real Music 4 brings you

P

- - - > d
o 4 ‘:;_ p ™= '« -~ P { ) . ™
B Fhe National Sardes Jerdes
Real MUSIC is proud to present The National Parks Series=. 4 speciat collection®f recordings designed o promote
awareness of our National Parks and foster commitment to their protection and preservadon; Real Music and its artists il
donate 10% of the proceeds from the sale of each athum to assist in preservation dnd educational progruns.

— ——

——— —  —  Nicholas Gunn Gary Remal Malkin
2 % - Thedmicof the . | TheMusic of tle Great
. Guwtemes ANOr A SHORAVIOUNIANS | Smoky Nountains
?’; ".‘\;.'.'k_:;};:: — Am “)Mmi " b .
~ Plutist Nicholas Guan captures
- ‘ the primal grandeur of the
= canyon using powerful percus-
‘ . sion interwoven with exciting ] : 3
| flute and guitar melodies. emotional melodies. A magnifi-
cent recording to be treasured
forever.
|
Mars Lasar Rick Erlien
The Music of The Music of Yosemite
Olympic National Park RM1414
RM1431 “Take a walk in Yosemite and ¢
An ancient rain forest. a hissing . vou'll be changed forever.” saxs
cougar. the dance of a mountain , o Rick Erlien. This exquusite piano
stream. Award-winning » recording extends such an’
kevboardist and composer Mars invitation. A mageificent full
Lasar brings the majesty of the Jenath video 3s also avalable
Great Northwest to musical life.

SR e

Compact Disc $15.99 Cassette Ta'pé $999  VHSVideo The Music of Yosemite $19.99

Special offer for National Parks and Conservation Association readers/
. \\ ~ ' Buy3, get the 4th absolutely free. (Valid for call-in orders anly)
[\

PN " Available in fine record stores nationivide.
! To order by phone call 1-800-675-7595
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