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Anasazi ruins of the Southwest 
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Foghorn Press wri ters live it. 

They spend starry nights face up to 

the stars. Hike the primeval forests 

of the nor th coast. 

Camp the desert oasis. 

Creep up rock walls. 

The birthplace of adventure 

calls them. 

It calls you too. 

Hourly, it whispers... 

Wha t are you doing this weekend? 



Rivers at risk, page 26 

EDITOR'S N O T E 

In this issue we look at some of Amer­
ica's most endangered rivers, especially 
those that flow through national parks. 
We examine the National Park Service's 
fire management policy and explore a 
new park unit, the New Orleans Jazz 
National Historical Park. But the most 
urgent story in this issue is about H.R. 
260, the National Park System Reform 
Act. NPCA made every effort to work 
with Congress to craft the legislation so 
that it would promote a thoughtful re­
view of the National Park System. How­
ever, NPCA is now mobilizing a na­
tionwide grassroots campaign to defeat 
H.R. 260. Please turn to the News story 
on page 10 and the special alert on page 
7 to find out how you can help stop the 
war on America's national parks. 
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Forethought 

MORE THAN 25 cen­
turies ago, the 
Chinese philos­

opher and general Sun Tzu 
said: "If you know the en­
emy and know yourself, you 
need not fear the result of a 
hundred battles. If you 
know yourself but not the 
enemy, for every victory 
gained you will also suffer a 
defeat. If you know neither the enemy 
nor yourself, you will succumb in every 
battle." 

NPCA is planning in an age of 
change, a time when planning is diffi­
cult. The new role of government, a 
different order in Congress, the greater 
role of charities, the new world order, 
the resurgence of the family, the rights 
of the individual, the changing diver­
sity of our population—all of these 
things are factors that will dramatically 
influence our national parks in the 21st 
century. 

This year, to assure ourselves that 
we are carefully considering the view­
points of all of our members on issues 
and on the future direction of NPCA, 
we have completed a magazine survey, 
telephone surveys, and some small 
group meetings around the country. 

On the magazine survey alone, we 
heard from more than 40,000 of you 
and were gratified to see how many of 
you took the time to write in additional 
comments emphasizing support for 
NPCA and the parks. 

We also recently completed a public 

opinion survey in conjunc­
tion with Colorado State 
University. The results will 
be released on May 18—in 
conjunction with NPCA's 
76th anniversary on May 19. 
All of this information is 
helping us to better know 
ourselves and the environ­
ment in which we "do bat­
tle" for the parks. 

Among other things, you told us that 
we should remain firmly focused on the 
national parks, that you want parks pre­
served to be enjoyed by future genera­
tions, and that we need to do more to 
educate children as well as others about 
the value of the parks. That kind of 
focus and commitment will be all-im­
portant in the battles we will be facing, 
as Congress moves to cut budgets and 
reduce federal land holdings (see Fo­
rum, page 24). 

Planning is difficult to do, especially 
with so many other things changing 
form and function—all must be consid­
ered. Without knowing ourselves and 
without understanding the challenges 
we face, we will surely fail. It is our 
hope that we will be as successful in the 
next 75 years as we have been during 
the past 75 years in ensuring the preser­
vation of the world's finest National 
Park System. 

But as one member succinctly wrote 
in the recent National Parks magazine 
survey, the one thing we must (and will) 
do is "fight like a tiger for the national 
parks." 

President, NATIONAL PARKS AND CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

May/June 1995 
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L E T T E R S 

Views on Mount Rushmore 
Please do not waste any more of your 
time or money trying to protect Mount 
Rushmore [News, "Mount Rushmore 
Plan Found Deficient," September/Oc­
tober 1994]. It is already ruined and 
has been since the day it was completed. 
This "tribute to democracy and free­
dom" is nothing more than a desecra­
tion of the Black Hills and a slap in the 
face to the Lakota people. If you must 
do something for Mount Rushmore, I 
suggest sandblasting it until it resembles 
the mountain it used to be. 

Pete Aniello 
St. Louis, MO 

Having just been to Mount Rushmore 
with my family, I couldn't be any more 
disenchanted with the National Park 
Service. The so-called Greco-Roman 
entrance is awful. The area used to be 
wooded and beautiful. After seeing the 
entrance and the poor condition of the 
presidents' faces, I had to wonder where 
NPS' priorities lie! 

I do agree that more facilities such 
as rest rooms are needed, but a new 
amphitheater and concession building 
are not. I am very concerned about the 
real priority—the faces of the four presi­
dents. George Washington's and 
Abraham Lincoln's faces are very 
cracked; the others have visible scars. 
What has happened to the most beauti­
ful of national memorials? 

Sue Bryhan 
Madison, WI 

Snow Job 
In the January/February 1995 issue of 
National Parks, we were amazed to see 
photographs of snowmobilers challeng­
ing bison and lining up 40 deep for gas 
["Snowed Under"]. We find the in­
creasing arrogance of the snowmobile 
"constituency" both offensive and 
frightening. Snowmobiling is not a right, 
nor is it a sport. Snowmobiles, like ATVs 
and dirt bikes, are nothing more than 

motorized vehicles for couch potatoes; 
they have no place in any wilderness. 

Parks are maintained with our tax 
dollars. The rest of us should vigor­
ously protest this selfish, short-sighted 
despoiling of parks, which were estab­
lished to protect and preserve our 
nation's magnificent wilderness and 
wildlife. We would be delighted to see 
these vehicles banned and the silence 
of winter restored to Yellowstone. 

Peter F. Griffith 
Barbara H. Bruce 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Todd Wilkinson's "propaganda" re­
garding winter use of Yellowstone Na­
tional Park was laced with the very sorts 
of misleading statements and inaccura­
cies you whine about in "Wise Use 
Watch" [News, January/February 
1995]. The truth is those of us who live 
in and around our first national park 
love it far more than you and your read­
ers could imagine. None of us would 
intentionally jeopardize Yellowstone, 
and I deeply resent Wilkinson's reck­
less suggestion that we are not good 
stewards of this land. 

The snowmobile industry has joined 
with the Park Service, the Forest Ser­
vice, and the local chamber of com­
merce to actively work toward solving 
the issues of noise and emissions. We 
recognize that there is room for im­
provement. As good business people, 
we also know that tourism, like any 
other industry, must rely upon a quality 
product. We are pleased to report that 
each year more Americans are able to 
see and appreciate their national park 
in winter thanks to the advent of the 
snowmobile. A few people might mourn 
the loss of solitude, but let's be realis­
tic. 

Distances within Yellowstone make 
skiing or snowshoeing to see the sights 
difficult for the average person. Most 
of us who are unable to ski cross-coun­
try for 60 miles a day are delighted to 

catch a glimpse of the grandeur aboard 
a snowmobile. It is extremely arrogant 
to tell the thousands of snowmobile visi­
tors who flock here each winter that 
their experience is somehow inappro­
priate because a few unhappy letters 
were received at park headquarters. 

VikiB. Eggers 
West Yellowstone, MT 

The function of Yellowstone National 
Park is clearly stated at its north en­
trance, engraved in the Theodore 
Roosevelt Arch. It reads, "For the ben­
efit and enjoyment of the people." Af­
ter reading "Snowed Under," it seems 
to me that some people have taken this 
statement too far. 

Yellowstone was the first national 
park established so that people could 
observe and enjoy the area in its natural 
state with as few alterations as possible. 
Ski resorts and snow parks are plenti­
ful. The national parks should not be 
littered with the machinery, pollution, 
and crowding that ski resorts bring, nor 
should they be mazed with snowmo­
bile trails and left with a haze of ex­
haust fumes. 

We need to become more aware of 
why our national parks were established. 
They are for the benefit and enjoyment 
of the people and we should do our 
best to preserve them 

Halite L. Klipper 
Tacoma, WA 

Santa Rosa Island 
I read with interest the piece on Santa 
Rosa Island in the January/February 
1995 issue [News, "Channel Islands 
Cattle Harm Native Vegetation"]. I 
think your readers deserve a broader 
picture of the natural and human his­
tory of the Channel Islands. 

Livestock, in the form of sheep and 
cattle, have been run on Santa Rosa 
Island since the middle of the 19th cen­
tury. When John Vickers and Walter 
Vail bought Santa Rosa Island in 1902, 
they rested the island for a few years in 
order to restore the vegetation. The phi­
losophy of management on Santa Rosa 
Island has been that every blade of grass 
left is insurance for next year. Appar­
ently, this resulted in an island that was 
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SPECIAL ALERT 
TO ALL NPCA MEMBERS: 

Will Congress Close Down the Parks? 

A merica's parks are under siege 
again. You are already aware 
that parks are threatened by air 
and water pollution, overcrowd­

ing, and encroaching development. But 
now the National Park System is facing 
a new and potentially more severe 
threat, perhaps the greatest since its cre­
ation in 1916: systematic closure of a 
number of park units around the coun­
try for phony budget reasons. 

The House Subcommittee on Na­
tional Parks, Forests, and Lands ap­
proved legislation known as the Na­
tional Park System Reform Act (H.R. 
260). Please turn to page 10 for more 
information on the bill. 

Supporters of this bill believe Amer­
ica has too many parks and that elimi­
nating some units would save federal 
dollars. They propose a "review" of the 
National Park System modeled on the 
base closures approach used by the De­
partment of Defense. This is short­
sighted and inappropriate. While chang­
ing national security needs may dictate 
fewer military bases, our increasingly 
urban society needs parks more than 
ever. The savings that might be achieved 
by closing down national parks are mini­

mal compared to the intrinsic value 
Americans place on them. 

NPCA has always supported a 
thoughtful look at the National Park 
System, but this bill creates a one-way 
street for special interests to advance 
their anti-park agendas. Representing 
more than 450,000 concerned members, 
NPCA has testified at congressional 
hearings; convened distinguished park 
experts and historians to discuss the 
bill; and worked with members of Con­
gress and their staffs. NPCA sought a 
bill that would promote an objective 
and reasonable approach to protecting 
the National Park System for present 
and future generations. But H.R. 260 is 
not that bill. 

At the center of NPCA's objections 
is a controversial proposal to create a 
relatively benign-sounding independent 
National Park "Review" Commission. 
Its sole mission would be to identify 
national parks for possible closure. 
NPCA believes that such a review com­
mission is ill-conceived, costly, and un­
necessary. Congress already has the au­
thority to deauthorize units of the Na­
tional Park System. Last year it removed 
the John F. Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts from the park system 
without controversy. Now, instead of 
using its existing authority to eliminate 
"unworthy" units, Congress wants to 
entrust the future of the parks to a po­
litically appointed commission. It's time 
Congress takes responsibility for its ac­
tions against our national parks! 

NPCA also strongly opposes the Na­
tional Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) exemption in this bill. NEPA 
would ensure your right to participate 
in the park review process and would 
make certain that all relevant alterna­
tives and consequences were explored 
before a decision is made to remove or 
transfer any of the 368 parks. 

NPCA believes an objective of the 
bill is to delete parks with low visita­
tion. This would be a direct threat to 
most of the national parks in Alaska as 
well as many smaller cultural and his­
torical parks. 

Another target of this bill is national 
parks in or near cities. These areas offer 
many Americans their only opportunity 
to visit a national park. We cannot af­
ford to lose parks such as Golden Gate 
in California, Cuyahoga Valley in Ohio, 
and Chattahoochee River in Georgia. 

Stop the War on National Parks! 
Write or call your members of Con­
gress and urge them to vote against 
H.R. 260, the National Park System 
Reform Act. Make the following points: 

A This bill adds an unnecessary bureau­
cratic process because Congress already 
has the authority to remove areas that 
do not meet national park standards. A 
base closure approach is the wrong 
model for national parks. 

A The legislation exempts the review 
process from NEPA. This exemption 

would not allow for full public partici­
pation or full analysis of the conse­
quences of closing national parks. 

A The bill is designed to eliminate parks 
from the system, especially those in or 
near cities or with low visitation. Tell 
your member of Congress that you value 
all of the national parks. 

The addresses are: 
Sen. 
U. S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Rep. 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Congress switchboard: (202)224-3121. 

To join NPCA's grassroots campaign 
against H.R. 260, write to NPCA, Park 
Activist Network, 1776 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 
Send copies of all letters to the same 
address. NPCA will keep you informed 
about H.R. 260 on its World Wide Web 
page (http://www.npca.com/pub/npca/). 
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considered healthy enough for the Park 
Service to allow the Vail & Vickers 
Company to continue ranching for 25 
years. If the current use of Santa Rosa 
Island is so detrimental, what is the 
source for baseline data on an activity 
that extends back for more than 150 
years? The readers of National Parks 
also might be interested in what has 
happened on nearby Santa Cruz Island, 
where exotic plant species have taken 
over since the removal of sheep and 
cattle. They might also be interested to 
know that the data on snowy plovers 
indicate that Santa Rosa Island is one of 
the few places where the species is not 
only holding its own, but increasing. 

Anyone familiar with the geomor-
phology of Santa Rosa Island is aware 
that the island is and always has been 
changing at a more significant rate than 
most of the mainland. So, perhaps Santa 
Rosa Island can be viewed as an ongo­
ing, controlled demonstration of ranch­
ing as a form of land management, 
where people accept the responsibility 
for their original disturbance and con­

tinue a dynamic interaction with na­
ture. 

Tim Crawford 
Bozeman, MT 

The writer is the great-grandson of John 
Vickers. 

—the Editors 

Park Service Downsizing 
Today I found out that I would lose my 
new job. I am a park ranger for the 
National Park Service: not a park cop, 
but one of the original breed of rang­
ers, who interpret our nation's heritage 
for future generations. I had earned two 
degrees and worked many menial jobs 
before I finally got the opportunity to 
start my career last November. I waited 
through two years of a hiring freeze. I 
waited for the environment to become 
an important issue, so that people like 
myself could put our talents to use and 
help preserve it. Now Congress claims 
to speak for the American people by 
reducing government. I do not believe 
this is what the people wanted. 

Americans do not have a cultural 
heritage, per se, to cling to. We are a 
relatively young country made up of 
many cultures. What, then, do we have 
to look back on and our children to 
look forward to? We have this land, 
perhaps our greatest asset. Our national 
parks preserve our magnificent lands as 
a heritage for our people. More than 
4,000 Park Service jobs will be lost in 
the effort to reduce government. Visi­
tor centers will be lost. Education about 
parks will dwindle, as will the parks' 
value. 

Margaret Bemis Klein 
Henderson, NV 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachu­
setts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. Letters may be sent via e-mail to 
editorNP@aol.com. Or call 1-900-835-
6344. Callers will he charged 89 cents a 
minute. Instructions will he given at time 
of call. Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. 

Take Off! 
There are times when you may need to get away, to follow your dream, to do the things you like best. With over 
115 locations in the U.S.A. and in select cities through Europe, it's easy to take off and enjoy the special benefits 
of Alamo's Membership program. As a member, you'll enjoy discounted daily, weekly, and weekend rates, and 
there's no charge for additional drivers. In addition, you can take $25 off your next upgrade on any rental of 2 
to 4 days (see below for coupon terms and conditions). 

Along the way, you can earn airline frequent flyer benefits with Alaska, American, Delta, Hawaiian, 
Northwest, United, and USAir. You'll also receive Hyatt Gold Passport' or Hilton HHonors bonus points when 
your Alamo car rental is in conjunction with a qualifying stay. 

For reservations, call your Professional Travel Agent or call Alamo at 1-800-354-2322 (TTY number for 
hearing impaired 1-800-522-9292). Be sure to request I.D. Number 93476 and Rate Code BY. 
For weekend rates request Rate Code Al. 

Alamo features fine General Motors ears like this Pontine Grand Am. 

$25 Off an Upgrade 
• Certificate is valid tor $25 00*an upgrade on rentals of 2 to 14 days. Upgrade subject to 

availability at time of rental, as certain car types may not be available. The maximum value of 
this certificate winch may be applied toward upgrade charges is $25 off (not valid on time and 
mileage). No refund will be given on any unused portion ot the certificate. Certificate is not 
redeemable tor cash. 

' On!v one certificate per rental, not to be used in conjunction with anv other certificates/oflcrs 
or an Alamo Express Phis"** rental. 

• A 24-lrour advance reservation is required. Reservations are subject to availability at time 
ot booking. 

• Certificate must be presented at the Alamo counter on arrival. 

• This certificate is redeemable at all Alamo locations in the U.S.A. only. Once redeemed, this 
certificate is void. 

• Certificate is subject to Alamo's conditions at the time ot rental. 
• Certificate does not include am1 taxes or other optional items. 
• Certificate is void if altered or duplicated in any way In the event ot loss or expiration, 

certificate will not be replaced. 
• Offer valid througb ]une 29, 1996 except: 02/16/95-02/18/95, 04/13/95-04/15/95, 

05/25/95-05/27/95.06/29/95-07/08/95,07/21/95-08/19/95,08/31/95-09/02/95, 
10/05/95-10/07/95, 11/22/95-11/25/95, 12/14/95-12/30/95, 02/15/96-02/17/96, 
04/04/96-04/06/96, and 05/23/96-05/25/96. 
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Hikers and campers are eternal optimists, 

always envisioning cloudless blue skies and warm 

breezes. At L.L. Bean, we know just how you 

feel. However, more them 80 years in 

the outdoors has taught us that 

it pays to be prepared 

for the worst 

that Mother 

Nature can and will throw at you. 

That's why we tested our North Col Expedition 

tent across three continents in heavy snow, torrential 

rain, and high winds. This tough, expedition-quality 

tent proved itself under those extreme conditions. 

So you can rest assured it's up to your next 

outdoor adventure. 

You'll find the North Col tent, 

and all the other gear and 

apparel you need for 

camping, backpacking, 

canoeing, and relaxing, in our 1995 

Spring Sporting catalog. All L.L. Bean proven, 

honestly priced, and 100% guaranteed. 

For your FREE L.L. Bean Spring 

Sporting catalog, just call or unite. 

1-800-517-2326 
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Casco Street, Freeport, M E 04033 
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CONGRESS TAKES AIM 
AT NATIONAL PARKS 
A national park reform bill now before 
Congress poses "the greatest threat to 
the National Park System since it was 
established in 1916," says NPCA Presi­
dent Paul C. Pritchard. 

Widely referred to as the "park clo­
sure bill," the National Park 
System Reform Act, which 
was approved with some 
amendments March 29 by 
the House subcommittee on 
national parks, calls for a 
management review of the 
park system and reforms the 
process by which areas are 
considered for addition. 
Sponsored by Rep. Joel Hef-
ley (R-Colo.), the bill estab­
lishes a process for recom­
mending which national park 
units should be removed 
from the system. To do this, 
Congress is exploring the 
creation of a park closure 
commission similar to the 
base closure commission. 

Supporters of the park 
closure approach say that the 
park system contains too 
many parks and needs to be 
scaled back to protect "le­
gitimate" areas. "The ques­
tion is not whether to close some parks 
but how to accomplish this goal," stated 
Rep. Jim Hansen (R-Colo.), chair of the 
House subcommittee on national parks, 
in a letter to his constituents. "It is im­
perative that...we act soon in order to 
save our park system." 

Seeing an opportunity for a mean­

ingful evaluation of the park system, 
NPCA unsuccessfully attempted to 
work with the bill's sponsors to estab­
lish a balanced and fair review process 
that would protect the integrity of the 
parks. Because the bill remains heavily 
focused on park closures, however, 
NPCA strongly opposes this legislation. 

"We believe this bill is clearly biased 

Congress is considering putting limits on the National Park System, 
including Shenandoah National Park in Virginia, shown above. 

toward closing national parks," Pritch­
ard said. "Rather than protecting parks, 
this bill provides special interests with 
a one-way street toward advancing their 
own anti-park agendas." 

NPCA objects to a proposal by 
Hefley and Hansen to give an indepen­
dent review commission a key role in 

determining which parks to close. "The 
problem with the commission's role is 
that it replaces the judgment and ex­
pertise of the National Park Service," 
Pritchard said. "The need for this elabo­
rate review process is questionable since 
Congress and NPS already possess the 
authority to transfer 'unworthy' parks." 

NPCA also criticizes the bill for ex­
empting the park system re­
view process from the analy­
sis required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 
This exemption would not 
allow lor lull public partici­
pation in the process or for a 
thorough study of the envi­
ronmental consequences of 
closing selected parks. 

In addition, the criteria 
for determining whether a 
park should be removed are 
vague and unsound, NPCA 
says. NPCA believes the cri­
teria place certain parks in 
jeopardy, including most of 
the Alaska parks, smaller cul­
tural sites, and national rec­
reation areas such as Golden 
Gate in California and Chat­
tahoochee River in Georgia. 

Anti-park sentiment is 
also evident in a Virginia 
parks bill introduced by Rep. 
ThomasJ. Bliley (R-Va.) that 

was approved in March by the House 
subcommittee on national parks. The 
bill shrinks the boundaries of Shen­
andoah National Park and Richmond 
National Battlefield Park to lands al­
ready in federal ownership because, as 
Bliley said recently, the parks "could 
expand without a fair consideration of 
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the local communities' concerns." Con­
gress has already given NPS authoriza­
tion to acquire nearby related areas, but 
only through donation. 

NPCA believes that Bliley's bill 
would hamper resource protection at 
Shenandoah and Richmond. Currently, 
the Park Service is undertaking related 
land studies of both parks to determine 
what acreage they should ultimately en­
compass. These are management stud­
ies to determine which natural and cul­
tural resources merit inclusion in the 
two parks. Bliley's bill would preempt 
these comprehensive studies. 

"This bill undermines everything that 
NPS is trying to do in the right way," 
said Eileen Woodford, NPCA North­
east regional director. "To subvert that 
is to obstruct a management effort that 
should happen in other parks." 

The General Accounting Office 
(GAO) is also undertaking a review of 
the park system. In March, GAO gave 
Congress a progress report on its study, 
due out in June. The study will exam­
ine 12 parks that GAO deems to have 
problems typical of those found in the 
park system. The parks being studied 
include Shenandoah, Denali National 
Park in Alaska, and Statue of Liberty 
National Monument in New York. 
NPCA says the progress report may 
have fueled the park closure agenda. 

GAO will likely recommend that 
Congress find ways to generate more 
revenue within parks. NPCA says that 
Congress has overlooked an ideal way 
to generate revenue for parks—reform­
ing the park concessions policy. 

Concessions reform legislation has 
been reintroduced in both houses of 
Congress by Sen. Robert Bennett (R-
Utah) and Rep. Jan Meyers (R-Kans.). 
Both houses passed similar legislation 
last year but did not resolve differences 
on the bill before Congress adjourned. 
NPCA has estimated that reform could 
generate up to $60 million annually for 
parks, once fully implemented. Neither 
Hansen nor Sen. Frank Murkowski (R-
Alaska), chair of the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee, appears 
interested in passing last year's bill. 
i& To help protect the national parks 
from the park closure hill, see page 7. 

TALLGRASS PRAIRIE BILL 
INTRODUCED IN CONGRESS 
A bill to establish a portion of the once 
vast tallgrass prairie as a unit of the 
National Park System has been reintro­
duced in Congress. 

Sponsored in both houses by mem­
bers of the Kansas congressional del­
egation—Sens. Nancy Kassebaum (R) 
and Robert Dole (R) and Reps. Pat Rob­
erts (R) and Jan Meyers (R), this legisla­
tion would create the Tallgrass Prairie 
National Preserve in the Flint Hills of 
Kansas. A nearly identical bill was in­
troduced late in the last session of Con­
gress but was not considered by the 
Senate because of time constraints. At 
the core of the new preserve would be 
the historic Z Bar Ranch, which was 
purchased last year in a cooperative ef­
fort between the National Park Trust 
and NPCA. The Trust now owns the 
10,894-acre ranch. 

Although Congress has expressed 
reluctance about considering new parks, 
many people agree that the tallgrass 
prairie is the most significant missing 
element of the National Park System. 
Even former National Park Service di­
rector Jim Ridenour, an advocate of 
reining in the park system, has said that 
tallgrass prairie is worthy of inclusion. 

Of the 400,000 square miles of 
tallgrass prairie that once covered the 
North American continent, less than 1 
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The Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve 
would protect the historic Z Bar mansion. 

percent remains, primarily in the Flint 
Hills. The ranch also includes a 19th-
century mansion, a stone barn, and a 
one-room schoolhouse that preserve the 
area's pioneer and ranching history. 

The legislation would allow the fed­
eral government to acquire no more 
than 180 acres at the core of the Z Bar 
Ranch, including the historic buildings 
and sufficient land for parking and visi­
tor services. The Trust is considering 
donating this central acreage to the Park 
Service. Although the Trust would re­
tain ownership of the remainder of the 
tract, NPS would be charged with man­
aging and interpreting the site. 

NEWSUPDATE 

A Cougars released. In early April, 
two cougars were released in south 
Florida as part of an interbreeding 
program to boost the genetic vital­
ity of the endangered Florida pan­
ther. At press time, six more of the 
cougars, which were flown from 
Texas with help from a $12,000 gift 
from NPCA, were to be released 
soon. "The release of these cougars 
is one of the most important steps 
to save the Florida panther," said 
NPCA President Paul C. Pritchard. 

A Lodge reopens. After years of 
planning, the historic lodge at Cra­
ter Lake National Park in Oregon 
will reopen May 20. Built in 1915, 
and thought to be one of the oldest 
original structures within a national 
park, Crater Lake Lodge was dete­
riorating. The National Park Service 
supported a study to determine 
whether to demolish the lodge or to 
renovate it. Bending to preservation­
ists and public sentiment, NPS be­
gan rehabilitating the lodge in 1991. 



The bill also establishes an advisory 
committee to counsel the secretary of 
the interior and the NPS director. This 
committee would consist of 13 mem­
bers, including representatives of the 
Trust, local ranchers or other landown­
ers, conservation groups, and others. 
&n Write to your senators (U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510) and to your rep­
resentative (U.S. House of Representa­
tives, Washington, DC 20515), urging 
them to cosponsor legislation to estab­
lish the Tallgrass Prairie National Pre­
serve. If you would like to help the effort 
to create the new park, write to NPCA, 
Park Activist Network, 1776 Massachu­
setts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. 

BURR TRAIL DECISION 
PROTECTS CAPITOL REEF 
For the first time, the National Park 
Service and the Bureau of Land Man­
agement (BLM) have issued a joint de­
cision document outlining allowable 
future improvements on Utah's Burr 
Trail. Although the decision places strict 
limits on improvements within Capitol 
Reef National Park, NPCA believes it 
does not go far enough to preserve the 
pristine character of the region. 

Also known as the Boulder-to-Bull-
frog Road, the Burr Trail is a 66-mile 
backcountry road that crosses spectacu­
lar national parks and BLM wildlands, 
including Capitol Reef and Glen Can­
yon National Recreation Area. For years, 
Utah's Garfield County has claimed a 
right-of-way under Revised Statute 2477 
and has repeatedly sought to realign 
and pave the road. NPCA and other 
conservationists have fought a series of 
court battles to protect the natural, soli­
tary, and primitive values of the road 
and the surrounding region. 

However, Garfield County has pro­
ceeded with its road improvement 
agenda by laying down a thin layer of 
asphalt (called "chip-seal") on signifi­
cant segments of the road. Currently, 
only the road segments through Capi­
tol Reef and Glen Canyon remain dirt, 
as well as seven miles of road through 
BLM land to the east of Capitol Reef. 

NPS will allow the Burr Trail to remain a dirt road through Capitol Reef National Park. 

In March 1993, NPS and BLM pre­
pared an environmental assessment to 
determine the impacts of road improve­
ments planned by Garfield County. 
When NPCA convinced them to re­
think the assessment, NPS and BLM 
entered into year-long negotiations with 
the county. When the county rejected 
proposals designed to limit the impacts 
of road improvements, the agencies de­
cided to issue a decision specifying al­
lowable upgrades for each segment of 
the road. 

The decision document prohibits 
paving within Capitol Reef but allows 
limited drainage work to maintain this 
segment of the road as an unpaved, low-
speed, safe, all-weather road. In the 
Glen Canyon segment, near more de­
veloped areas, the road would be up­
graded to a chip-seal surface. The re­
maining dirt segment east of Capitol 
Reef would be upgraded to an all-
weather gravel surface. And the road 
segments already chip-sealed would re­
main as they are. 

"We are pleased that the Interior 
Department has finally created a docu­
ment that draws a line in the sand about 
how far Garfield County can go," said 
Terri Martin, NPCA Rocky Mountain 
regional director. "The good news is 
that Interior will prohibit paving in 
Capitol Reef National Park. The bad 

news is that other portions of the road 
will be graveled or chip-sealed." 

"The fight over the Burr Trail is so 
important because what happens on the 
Trail is key to what happens to the fu­
ture of the surrounding region," Mar­
tin added. "Paving the entire road 
would inevitably mean dramatic in­
creases in traffic and demands for ser­
vices and facilities, increased off-road 
vehicle damage, archaeological vandal­
ism, trampling of vegetation, and loss 
of solitude. The now undeveloped, un-
crowded, wild, and pristine parks and 
public lands surrounding the road 
would be unavoidably degraded." 

PARK BUDGET INCREASED 
As CUTS ARE CONSIDERED 
The Clinton Administration's fiscal year 
1996 budget shows a commitment to 
national parks, while Congress threat­
ens to cut up to $47 million from this 
year's park budget. 

The president's budget request for 
the National Park Service calls for a 
$74-million net increase above 1995 lev­
els, up to $1.55 billion. The proposal 
calls for a 2.4-percent increase in fund­
ing for each of the 368 national park 
units and additional monies for specific 
resource protection programs and ran-
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ger housing. Overall, the Interior De­
partment is seeking $7.7 billion in fund­
ing, a $256-million increase over 1995, 
with approximately one-third of that 
providing an increase for the Park Ser­
vice. The administration also proposes 
legislation to raise park entrance and 
concessions fees and return the addi­
tional revenue to the national parks in­
stead of the general treasury. 

"We applaud the administration's 
focus on maintaining ranger services, 
streamlining NPS administration costs, 
and seeking additional revenues from 
visitor fees and park concessions con­
tracts," said NPCA President Paul C. 
Pritchard. 

Funds for park operations would be 
increased by $79.8 million, which the 
Park Service believes is sufficient to al­
low every park adequate operations 
funding and to help meet the most seri­
ous backlogs. Monies for resource stew­
ardship, visitor services, maintenance, 
and park support activities would all 
be increased. The budget proposal also 
calls for, beginning in 1997, all new 
revenues generated by higher visitor and 
concessioner fees to go to a Park Re­
newal Fund, which would be available 
for park infrastructure improvements 
without further appropriations. 

NPCA is especially pleased that 
funding to modify water delivery to the 
south Florida ecosystem, particularly 
Everglades National Park and Big Cy­
press National Preserve, will receive a 
boost. The proposed budget calls for 
$41.7 million for the Park Service's ef­
forts, the lion's share of the $63.9-mil-
lion total request for restoration. Other 
Interior agencies to receive funding for 
work in south Florida include the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Geo­
logical Survey, and the Bureau of In­
dian Affairs. 

Unfortunately, as Congress began to 
consider the 1996 budget request, in 
March the U.S. House of Representa­
tives approved by a 227-200 vote a bill 
to rescind $47 million from the fiscal 
1995 NPS budget. At press time, the 
full Senate had begun debate on its 
version of the bill, which would cut 
$45 million out of NPS funds. (For 
more on rescissions, see page 24.) 

ROAD THROUGH REDWOOD 
BACK TO DRAWING BOARD 
Finding little support for its plan to 
reroute a section of U.S. Highway 101 
through Redwood National Park and 
adjacent state parks, the California De­
partment of Transportation met with 
NPCA and other groups in February to 
discuss alternatives to construction. 

Last year the transportation depart­
ment issued an environmental impact 
statement on the construction of a ma­
jor realignment of Highway 101, which 
curves through the parks on its way 
down the northern California coast. The 
realignment would have involved cut­
ting down some 200 old-growth red­
wood trees. The agency had planned to 
create a four-lane, 22-mile bypass that 
would be straighter, wider, and ostensi­
bly safer than the existing stretch of 
road. This section of highway has one 
of the highest accident rates of any lo­
cation between San Francisco and the 
Oregon border. 

NPCA joined in coalition with the 
Sierra Club, Friends of California Parks, 
and the North Coast Environmental 
Center to oppose the construction. In 
addition, the World Heritage Commit-

For now, Redwood National and State 
Parks have been spared from construction. 

tee, which designated Redwood a World 
Heritage Site in 1980, is solidly opposed 
to the plan. 

Since most of the letters it received 
were against the realignment, the trans­
portation agency temporarily shelved 
the plan and called for the February 
meeting with NPCA, the other groups, 
and park managers. "Our coalition 
strongly reinforced that we cannot ac­
cept a project that results in the cutting 
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Bill 

National Park 
System Reform 
H.R. 260 

Concessions 
Reform 
S. 309 

Virginia Parks 
H.R.1091 

Presidio 
H.R. 1296 
S. 594 

Purpose 

Establishes a management review of the 
National Park System with a focus on 
closing selected parks. NPCA opposes. 

Increases concessions fees and returns 
them to the parks; establishes competitive 
bidding for contracts; reforms possessory 
interest. NPCA supports. 

Shrinks the boundaries of Shenandoah 
National Park and Richmond National 
Battlefield Park to lands already in federal 
ownership and preempts park studies 
being conducted by NPS. NPCA opposes. 

Creates the Presidio Trust to lease the 
park's historic buildings and apply the 
revenue to operations at the Presidio. 
NPCA supports. 

Status 

H.R. 260 was approved by the 
House subcommittee on national 
parks on March 29. 

S. 309 is before the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee 
and betore the House Committee 
on Resources. 

H.R. 1091 was approved by the 
House subcommittee on national 
parks on March 29. 

H.R. 1296 is before the House 
subcommittee on national parks. 
S. 594 is before the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee. 

NPCA is currently working on 30 bills. 
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of trees but that we are prepared to do 
whatever possible to support viable 
'non-build' solutions to the problem of 
accidents," said Brian Huse, NPCA Pa­
cific regional director. 

NPCA and the other groups urged 
the agency to consider alternatives such 
as median barriers and vehicle pull-offs 
for slower traffic. 

Currently participating with the state 
in a joint management program for the 
parks (now known officially as Red­
wood National and State Parks), the 
National Park Service also expressed 
its concern over the possible destruc­
tion of redwoods. 

"We can't regrow in our lifetime, 
maybe not in ten lifetimes, a tree that is 
700 or 1,000 years old," said John Wise, 
management assistant for the parks. 
"There are a number of alternatives [to 
the realignment]. It's not one we've put 
our pencils down on yet." 

NPS, NPCA, and the other groups 
will continue to participate in the pro­
cess to study low-impact options for 
improving safety within the existing 
road corridor. 

ARTS CENTER PLANNED 
AMID PARK WILDERNESS 
A plan to renovate a historic mansion 
at Cumberland Island National Sea­
shore for use as an arts center must 
thoroughly consider effects on park wil­
derness, NPCA and other groups say. 

The National Park Service is consid­
ering a draft agreement with the non­
profit Plum Orchard Center for the Arts 
on Cumberland Island to renovate cen­
tury-old Plum Orchard mansion, once 
the home of American steel magnate 
George Carnegie and his wife. Located 
midway along Georgia's 16-mile-long 
Cumberland Island, the mansion would 
serve as a retreat for artists who would 
refine their crafts in the midst of a fed­
erally designated wilderness area. NPS 
has been looking for an adaptive use 
for the building that would provide for 
its restoration and maintenance. 

NPCA has been working with the 
park superintendent to try to craft an 
acceptable agreement. However, NPCA 
has expressed concerns to NPS about 
the impacts on park wilderness that 

would result from the increased traffic 
and vehicles called for in the proposal. 
NPCA is working with the Sierra Club, 
the Wilderness Society, and the Geor­
gia Conservancy on this issue. 

"To its credit, NPS is seeking to pre­
serve a historic resource without dimi­
nution of the wilderness that surrounds 
it," said NPCA Southeast Regional Di­
rector Don Barger. "However, we be­
lieve that the agreement endangers the 
park's wilderness character for the next 
century." (The proposal calls for a 50-
year lease for the mansion, with the op­
tion to renew for another 25 years.) 

The plan allows for 30 artists-in-resi-
dence, with up to 300 additional guests 
for each of four special programs a year. 
These visitors would not be counted 
among the park's 300-person daily limit. 
NPCA contends that this proposal does 
not fully assess the impacts of the addi­
tional visitation and could set a danger­
ous precedent for allowable uses of park 
wilderness. Cumberland Island allows 
certain incompatible uses to continue 
that were in place at the time of the 
wilderness designation. Most of these 

A new use for Plum Orchard mansion on Cumberland Island could harm park wilderness. 

agreements will terminate over time. 
Among NPCA's concerns are the 

potential for increased air traffic and 
development on private lands on Cum­
berland Island. Under the current draft 
of the agreement, the center could also 
keep and use two motor vehicles within 

the wilderness area of the park. 
ife) NPCA urges interested members to 
request a copy of the agreement and to 
submit comments on it to NPS. Write to 
Superintendent Rolland Swain, Cum­
berland Island National Seashore, P. O. 
Box 806, St. Marys, GA 31558. 

NPS SIDESTEPS CONGRESS 
IN FORT VANCOUVER DEAL 
Under an agreement with the city of 
Vancouver, Washington, the National 
Park Service may proceed with actions 
at Fort Vancouver National Historic 
Site for which it lacks authority. 

The agreement, rendered in Novem­
ber 1994, outlines major actions regard­
ing Fort Vancouver, the 19th-century 
fur-trade depot; Pearson Airpark, a 
commercial airfield partially located on 
park grounds; and other proposed de­
velopments. NPCA believes the agree­
ment is imprecise, allowing for a wide 
range of interpretations that may result 
in detrimental impacts to the park. 

Among other things, the agreement 
endorses the use and development of 
Pearson Airpark beyond 2002, the date 
its lease expires, although NPS must 
receive congressional approval to do 
this. NPCA has urged NPS to discon­
tinue commercial operations in 2002 
and restore the airpark to its historic 
appearance. Built in the 1920s, Pearson 
played an important role in aviation, 
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particularly during and between World 
Wars I and II. Last year, NPCA op­
posed legislation—which was rejected 
by Congress—to extend commercial air­
park use until 2022. 

The agreement also calls for plan­
ning and construction to be initiated 
immediately for the development of a 
Pearson Airpark Museum on park 
grounds, to be controlled by the city of 
Vancouver. Although NPS would have 
approval authority over any construc­
tion on parklands, the agreement states 
that NPS would not be involved in the 
"routine operation and management" 
of the museum. Also, no rent would be 
charged the city until January 1, 2003, 
which NPCA argues would deny proper 
financial returns for use of parklands in 
the meantime. 

"This major development would oc­
cur on the grounds of the park, although 
such development has no relationship 
to the purpose for which the site was 
authorized," said Dale Crane, NPCA 
Pacific Northwest Regional Director. 

LAKESIDE DRIVE PLANNED 
FOR PICTURED ROCKS 
Basing its suggestions on a nearly 15-
year-old management plan, the National 
Park Service is supporting the construc­
tion of a shoreline drive at Pictured 
Rocks National Lakeshore in Michigan. 

In a recently released draft environ­
mental impact statement for the plan, 
NPS endorsed a construction alterna­
tive that would place the road close to 
the shoreline amid "primitive" and 
"natural environment" subzones (NPS 
classifications). NPS would provide 
minimal maintenance of the road in the 
off-peak winter season, allowing con­
current snowmobiling, snowshoeing, 
and hiking in addition to vehicle use 
along the entire roadway. Both the 
park's 1981 general management plan 
and its 1966 authorizing legislation pro­
vide a basis for this construction. 

Hugging the shore of Lake Superior 
for more than 40 miles, Pictured Rocks 
National Lakeshore protects outstand-
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WISE USE WATCH 

N ational Parks is tracking the ac­
tivities of the Wise Use Move­

ment, the self-proclaimed enemy of 
the environmental movement. The 
movement is a coalition of groups 
with an anti-conservation ethic. 

The Wise Use Movement finds 
strength in underhanded propaganda 
and grassroots tactics. David Helvarg, 
author of War Against the Greens, 
has stated that what the movement 
lacks in numbers "it more than makes 
up for in militancy, through angry 
industry-backed demonstrations 
[and] phone and fax campaigns." 

Recently, the Sahara Club, a wise 
use group on the radical fringe, en­
couraged such tactics against the staff 
of NPCA. In its newsletter, the group 
published one of NPCA's 800 num­
bers, urging the club's 5,000 mem­
bers to flood the line because "it costs 
[NPCA] every time the phone rings." 
NPCA maintains toll-free lines so that 
its more than 450,000 members can 
find out how to save parks from the 
very threats—logging, mining, hunt­
ing, development—that the Wise Use 
Movement supports. 

In addition to publishing newslet­
ters, many wise use groups employ 
current technology to advance their 
agenda. Almost all of the larger orga­
nizations have fax networks. For ex­
ample, the American Lands Rights 
Association (ALRA) has nine fax ma­
chines from which it sends weekly 
propaganda to its 14,000 activists. 
ALRA is also online, communicating 
with activists via the "politics" fo­
rum of CompuServe. 

So, with the express goal of ha­
rassing NPCA and others working 
to protect parks and the public good, 
the Wise Use Movement now uses 
the methods and activism success­
fully used by the environmental 
movement for years. With millions 
of supporters nationwide, decades of 
experience on the wise users, and an 
agenda that benefits every U.S. citi­
zen, environmental groups must mo­
bilize their forces to fight back. 

L6 May/June 1995 

Be EngtuSBCI In Beatrfy...Not lLople 



A First from the NationaLWildlife Federation® 

Individually numbered 
by hand with 24 karat gold. 

Plate ihown smaller than 

actual size ol 8" (20.32 cm) in d ianuur . 

A Limited Edition Collector Plate. 
Hand-Numbered and Bordered in 24 Karat Gold. 

The Franklin Mint Please mail bv June 30 , 1995. 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 

Please enter my order for Silent Watch by Peter Skirka. I need SEND NO 
MOM V NOW. I will be lulled S29.95" when me plate is re.idv to be sent. 

Limit: one plate per collector. -rim my ,uu mU, ux 
ami $2. Or for ihippmg and handling. 

SIGNATURE 
ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

MR/MRS/MISS. 

ADDRESS 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

. APT. # 

CITY/STATE- . / I P 

IT I I T H O N I = l J . 
17436-5-001 

Satisfaction Guaranteed. It you wish to return anv franklin Mint purchase, you may do 
so within .50 days ol your receipt ol that purchase tor replacement, sredit or refund 

The National Wildlife 

Federation presents the first-ever 

collector plate by award-winning artist Peter Skirka. 

Shrouded in twilight mist, he watches and waits. Eyes 
aglow like luminous pearls set in shining ebony. Alert to 

every sound, every movement. The black panther. Captured 
to perfection in the first-ever collector plate by award-
winning artist Peter Skirka. Created in a special commission 
for the National Wildlife Federation. 

"Silent Watch." A portrait of pure power. In the tradition 
of the most prized collectibles, this heirloom collector plate 
is crafted of fine porcelain and lavished with breathtaking 
color. It is hand-numbered and bordered in 24 karat gold. 
And each imported plate hears the artist's signature mark on 
its reverse side. 

Priced at just $29.95, this Limited Edition will he closed 
forever after just 45 firing days. Available exclusively from 
The franklin Mint, Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001. 



NPCA is working to protect the scenery 
of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore. 

ing rock formations. NPCA believes the 
road would detract from the visitor ex­
perience, may threaten visitor safety be­
cause of conflicting winter uses, and 
would affect wildlife and vegetation. 

"A scenic road in the shoreline zone 
would bring the motorized vehicle user 
closer to this beautiful area, but it may 

destroy the experience for the visitors 
who wish to enjoy the more primitive 
character of the shoreline," said Lori 
Nelson, NPCA Heartland regional di­
rector. "Pictured Rocks has adequately 
served visitors without a shoreline drive 
for nearly 30 years. We strongly urge 
NPS to reevaluate this proposal." 

NPCA believes the park is incorrect 
in basing its road proposal on the 1966 
authorizing legislation, which does not 
comply with current park management 
policies and guidelines. In fact, NPS 
management policies issued in 1988 spe­
cifically support NPCA's position that 
the area proposed for the road should 
not be developed because of its primi­
tive location and should be used only 
for nonmotorized activities. NPCA be­
lieves the Park Service must also con­
sider legal factors that would indicate 
the shoreline drive is inappropriate. 

As an alternative, NPCA recom­
mends an upgrade of a county road out­
side the shoreline zone, with possible 
spur roads going into areas where sce­
nic lookouts could be maintained, as 
well as an improvement of trails. 

NPS TEAM EXAMINES 
DENALI MINING CLAIMS 
The National Park Service has put to­
gether a team to recommend ways to 
accelerate the acquisition of mining 
claims in Alaska's Denali National Park. 

When the 1980 passage of the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act resulted in the expansion of several 
national parks in Alaska, many claims 
in the historic Kantishna mining dis­
trict were included within the new 
boundaries of Denali. As a result of a 
1986 court decision, virtually all min­
ing in Denali has ceased. After prepar­
ing an environmental impact statement 
in 1990, NPS decided to acquire these 
claims because development would 
threaten wilderness and streams. 

NPCA has long advocated expedit­
ing and streamlining the current acqui­
sition process, which has been lengthy 
and complicated. Since 1990, $12 mil­
lion has been appropriated for purchase 
of claims, but NPS has spent much of 
that on background work. The process 
entails determining the willingness of 
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the claim holder to sell, the claim's title 
and validity, and its market value. 

Frustrated with the sluggishness of 
the process, Sen. Frank Murkowski (R-
Alaska) requested that an NPS team 
speed up acquisition. Murkowski re­
portedly may reintroduce a bill to ex­
pedite the process if the NPS team is 
not successful. 

The Denali Task Force recently made 
acquiring claims and streamlining the 
process its first priority for Kantishna. 
"If NPS does not acquire these claims, 
at a time when people are pushing for 
increased access into Denali, the claims 
will be sold for commercial develop­
ment," said Chip Dennerlein, NPCA 
Alaska regional director and member 
of the Denali Task Force. 

Since 1988, NPS has purchased 24 
patented claims and one unpatented 
(unregistered) claim. The agency esti­
mates that about 14 patented claims 
and 4,300 acres of unpatented claims 
remain to be acquired. In March, the 
NPS team came to Alaska to study the 
outstanding claims and to meet with 
park officials and representatives of the 
mining industry. The team was expected 
to issue a report by late spring. 

NPCA has encouraged the team to 
allow the careful use of condemnation 
as a means to acquire claims, which 
claim owners have supported. "If NPS 
knows it must acquire certain claims, 
but owners are distrustful of the agency, 
both the public and the owners would 
benefit from a condemnation process 
that allows the claim's value to be set 
by a court," Dennerlein said. 

Although Congress wants to quicken 
the pace of claims acquisition, a budget 
rescissions bill that Congress is consid­
ering would hinder the process. If the 
bill is approved, $4.6 million in un­
obligated funds for acquisition would 
be cut, halting negotiations and leaving 
Denali's resources in jeopardy. 

"We may be left with nothing to of­
fer to our willing sellers," said Steve 
Carwile, a compliance officer at Denali. 
"Some of the properties we're ready to 
make offers on are very [vulnerable to 
being] turned into recreational lodge 
properties. Developers are already mak­
ing offers." 

GRAND CANYON PLAN 
EYES 2 1ST CENTURY 
The National Park Service has proposed 
a new management plan for Grand Can­
yon National Park in Arizona. 

The Park Service released the draft 
plan in March, providing four alterna­
tives to guide management actions well 
into the next century. Hosting 5 million 
visitors a year, the 76-year-old park has 
needed to reexamine its operations. In­

creasing visitation has caused conges­
tion in all park areas, and NPS housing, 
interpretive facilities, and other struc­
tures need attention. 

Overall, NPS proposes to empha­
size regional cooperation in locating as 
many facilities as possible outside the 
park and hopes to educate visitors bet­
ter before they reach the park. NPCA 
supports many objectives of the Park 
Service's preferred action, which would 
enhance the visitor experience. 
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A new plan addresses issues at the Grand Canyon, which still suffers from overflights. 

The proposed action recommends a 
visitor transportation system that in­
cludes shuttle buses operating from two 
new transit centers at the South Rim, 
the most developed and popular area 
of the park. These centers would occur 
at Desert View, at the eastern entrance 
to the park, and at Mather Point, near 
the southern entrance. Privately oper­
ated buses would provide access to 
points along the South Rim. Hiking and 
biking trails would also be upgraded. 

NPS also endorses another staging 
area in Tusayan, the park's gateway 
community to the south. This proposal 
is complicated by a possible land ex­
change at nearby Kaibab National For­
est. A developer wants to trade his scat­
tered inholdings within the forest for a 
contiguous block of forest land, to be 
used for the transit center, employee 
housing, and commercial development. 
The scope of the proposal and water 
availability are major concerns since 
groundwater use could affect springs 
and seeps along the park's South Rim. 
If water concerns can be met, NPCA 
favors a transit center at Tusayan. 

The plan also calls for the removal 
of two nonhistone lodges at the South 
Rim, with the redesign of other hotels 
so that more rooms could be added. 
While supportive of these measures, 
NPCA recommends more restoration 

of the historic district and relocation or 
removal of the 11 shops within the park. 

While predicting that overall visita­
tion may hit 10 million by 2010, NPS 
states that visitation at the South Rim 
and on certain trails would not need to 
be limited any time soon and that visi­
tation at the less congested North Rim 
would not be limited until 2005 or 2010. 
"We recommend the installation of a 
reservation system or day-use limitations 
much sooner than is called for in the 
plan," said NPCA Southwest Regional 
Director Dave Simon. 

PLANE CRASH, NEW RULES 
FUEL OVERFLIGHTS DEBATE 
A February airplane crash near Grand 
Canyon National Park killed eight peo­
ple, returning safety issues to the fore­
front of the continuing debate about 
park overflights. 

Although an official accident report 
will not be completed until later this 
year, it appears the plane suffered from 
engine failure shortly after takeoff from 
the Grand Canyon-Tusayan airport. The 
plane was returning park tourists to Las 
Vegas. The National Park Service con­
tends that the accident could have oc­
curred anywhere and was not related to 
park air tours as such. Still, NPCA notes 

that the 1987 National Overflights Act 
was enacted in part because of a 1986 
mid-air collision at Grand Canyon. 

"Of course NPS, FAA (the Federal 
Aviation Administration), and the air 
tour industry would like to see a zero 
accident rate," said Mike Ebersole, the 
park's air operations manager. "There 
is no other air operation situation like 
Grand Canyon anywhere in the world. 
There are 43 air tour companies offer­
ing tours out of five states. Safety is 
certainly something we need to work 
on, but in my opinion [Grand Canyon] 
has a good safety record." 

NPS and FAA began work on new 
overflights regulations more than a year 
ago, but none has been proposed yet 
because of bureaucratic delays. NPCA 
called for the new regulations to be is­
sued soon and to emphasize both park 
protection and safety issues. 

Ebersole also pointed out that a 1994 
NPS report to Congress on overflights 
at Grand Canyon proposed strengthen­
ing overflights regulations, doubling the 
number of flight-free zones, reducing 
the number of commercial tour routes, 
and establishing no-fly times. None of 
the recommendations has been imple­
mented, and NPCA urges immediate 
action on these measures. 

On another front, NPCA applauds 
recent steps to protect natural quiet at 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
in Tennessee and North Carolina, which 
is becoming increasingly popular with 
the air tour industry. 

In 1994 the state of Tennessee passed 
a law declaring it illegal to locate heli­
ports within nine miles of a national 
park, including the Smokies. In a land­
mark opinion, FAA has concluded that 
since the statute regulates land use, not 
aircraft operations, it is not preempted 
by FAA jurisdiction and can stand. 

On the eastern side of the Smokies, 
public outcry in North Carolina's Hay­
wood County has resulted in the termi­
nation of plans to construct a new heli­
port near the park. "This action reflects 
the groundswell of public opposition 
to overflights and the noise and safety 
hazards that accompany them," said 
Don Barger, NPCA Southeast regional 
director. 
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REGIONALREPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

ALASKA 
Chip Dennerlein, Regional Director 

NPCA is pleased that legislation ratify­
ing an agreement between the National 
Park Service and Natives of Gates of 
the Arctic National Park has passed the 
House unanimously. The agreement 
calls for expanded Native use of all-
terrain vehicles on certain parklands for 
subsistence hunting, reconfigures wil­
derness boundaries, and provides pub­
lic access to many acres of Native land. 
The bill was approved by the Senate 
committee on natural resources. 

• 
The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council has invited Dennerlein to serve 
on a public advisory group that will 
work on a continuing restoration plan 
for the Gulf of Alaska coast. The 1989 
Exxon Valdez disaster spilled 11 mil­
lion gallons of crude oil into Prince 
William Sound, coating 400 miles of 
beaches along Katmai and Kenai Fjords 
national parks and Aniakchak National 
Monument. Dennerlein's participation 
"will contribute to the success of the 
overall restoration program," stated In­
terior Secretary Bruce Babbitt. 

HEARTLAND 

Lori Nelson, Regional Director 
A movement is afoot to deauthorize or 
change the status of Voyageurs National 
Park in Minnesota to allow greater rec­
reational use, especially motorized ac­
tivities such as snowmobiling. NPCA 
contends that this would destroy the 
park's primeval character, a chief rea­
son for its establishment in 1975. 

The effort is led by Minnesota State 
Sen. Bob Lessard (D), who testified be­
fore the U.S. House Committee on Re­
sources in March. Lessard challenged 
NPS authority to impose restrictions 
upon motorized activities and said that 
Voyageurs has not realized its projected 

economic potential, luring only a quar­
ter of the 1 million visitors projected in 
an NPS new area study done 20 years 
ago. NPCA strongly opposes the effort 
to downgrade Voyageurs, arguing that 
the future of a national park must not 
be decided solely by local interests or 
on economic terms. 

Lessard is bolstered by U.S. Rep. 
Jim Oberstar (D-Minn.), who in March 
introduced a bill to greatly expand mo­
torized recreation in the park. Oberstar 
has long been an advocate of local rec­
reation interests, including snowmo­
biling on the park's Kabetogama Pen­
insula. NPS and NPCA have promoted 
the designation of the peninsula as a 
wilderness area. NPCA believes 
Oberstar's bill, which technically retains 
Voyageurs' national park status, in ef­
fect creates a national recreation area. 
tiEvUrge the Minnesota congressional 
delegation to oppose the effort to change 
the status of Voyageurs to allow increased 
motorized recreation. Write to Sens. Paul 
Wellstone and Rod Grams (U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510) and to Oberstar 
(U.S. House of Representatives, Wash­
ington, DC 20515). 

NORTHEAST 

Eileen Woodford, Regional Director 
Thanks to the number of letters received 
from NPCA members opposing a plan 
to widen Minute Man National His­
torical Park's renowned battle road, the 
Massachusetts secretary of transporta­
tion and construction has asked the state 
highway department to reexamine the 
issue. The department had proposed 
widening a portion of the road—over 
which American and British armies 
fought during the Revolutionary War— 
from two to five lanes. Concerned about 
unwanted congestion, NPCA supports 
the park's suggestion of a compromise 
with minimal expansion. The park is 
now working constructively with the 

town and the state to resolve the pro­
posal in a way that protects the park. 

PACIFIC 

Brian Huse, Regional Director 
In the face of a fiscally austere Con­
gress that has targeted the Presidio and 
its operating costs, Rep. Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.) has reintroduced a bill that 
calls for innovative financial solutions 
for the new park. The bill establishes 
the Presidio Trust to lease the Presidio's 
historic buildings and apply the rev­
enue to park renovations and mainte­
nance. Meanwhile, NPS continues to 
seek tenants for the available facilities 
at the Presidio. "We commend Con-
gresswoman Pelosi's dedication to the 
Presidio and the Park Service's creative 
management efforts," Huse said. "This 
Congress continues to hammer away at 
the Presidio because of its short-term 
costs. NPCA is working to refocus the 
debate on the national significance of 
this unique park." 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Dale Crane, Regional Director 
With funding from The Henry M. Jack­
son Foundation, NPCA has published 
Nature Has No Borders, a collection of 
the papers presented at the March 1994 
"Conference on the Protection and 
Management of the Northern Cascades 
Ecosystem." In the book, biologists, 
economists, cultural representatives, 
and community leaders from the United 
States and Canada offer innovative views 
on protecting the resources found in 
this transborder ecosystem, which in­
cludes North Cascades National Park 
in Washington and Manning and Ca­
thedral provincial parks in British Co­
lumbia. The book also focuses on the 
Cascades International Alliance, a coa­
lition coordinated by NPCA that aims 
to establish an international park in the 
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Cascades. NPCA hopes the book will 
serve as an educational tool and as a 
springboard for future research and 
grassroots efforts. "Understanding the 
issues facing the North Cascades will 
allow protection of this resource for fu­
ture generations," Crane said. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

Terri Martin, Regional Director 
None of the ten alternatives analyzed in 
a preliminary draft environmental as­
sessment (EA) of the future of Jackson 
Hole Airport adequately protects Grand 
Teton National Park, NPCA says. The 
airport is entirely located within the 
southern boundary of the park. NPCA 
contends that the document is slanted 
toward extending the airport's runway 
to benefit airline profits. NPCA strongly 
opposes further extension of the air­
port's runway, which is already 6,300 
feet long and accommodates jet aircraft. 

Both NPS and NPCA criticized the 
EA for failing to properly assess the 
impacts of noise on the park or mea­
sures that would reduce such impacts. 
Despite widespread citizen requests, the 
EA also fails to consider restricting air­
craft overflights at the park. The EA 
does consider constructing a control 
tower to enforce aircraft landings and 
takeoffs to the south, so that planes do 
not fly over the park. 

• 
Bending to extensive opposition from 
citizens and conservation groups, in­
cluding NPCA, the U.S. Army has de­
cided not to launch ballistic missiles 
from a site along Utah's Green River. 
These maneuvers would have involved 
dropping booster rockets near Can-
yonlands National Park and required 
the evacuation of park visitors. 

SOUTHEAST 

Don Barger, Regional Director 
NPCA is celebrating a victory for Gulf 
Islands National Seashore in Florida and 
Mississippi. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers has approved a redesigned 
plan for a housing development next to 
the park. NPCA, NPS, and other groups 
had opposed the initial plan, which 
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would have created a five-foot drainage 
ditch along the park boundary. This 
ditch would have endangered the park's 
pine savannah by subjecting it to cycli­
cal draining. The new plan places the 
ditches in an internal section of the 
property. Although pleased that the new 
plan protects park resources, NPCA 
criticized the Corps for not considering 
the impacts of the drainage ditch early 
on. "There's a lot of criticism these days 
about the costs of environmental regu­
lations," Barger said. "If the Corps had 
done its job right at first, it would have 
saved us all, including the developer, a 
lot of time, money, and anguish." 

SOUTHWEST 

Dave Simon, Regional Director 
NPCA, other groups, and Pueblo Indi­
ans were outraged to discover in March 
that a developer had begun road grad­
ing along the path of Paseo del Norte, a 
controversial highway proposed across 
Petroglyph National Monument in New 
Mexico. Ostensibly preparing land for 
a new subdivision next to the Paseo 
right-of-way, the company bulldozed 
the road bed according to the city of 
Albuquerque's grading plans for Paseo. 
A 1993 city council resolution forbade 
any construction on Paseo until all 
"credible legal barriers" to it were lifted, 
which has not occurred. The city claims 
the grading was routine. The developer 
has taken steps to reverse the damage. 
Meanwhile, the New Mexico congres­
sional delegation may introduce a bill 
that would force road construction. Sen. 
Pete Domenici (R-N.Mex.) appears to 
have the most interest in the bill. 
£n Write to Domenici, Sen. Jeff Bing-
aman (D-N.Mex.), and Rep. Bill Rich­
ardson (D-N.Mex.), urging them not to 
introduce or support such a hill. See 
Heartland report for addresses. 

• 
After stating that he would not intro­
duce a bill to expand Capulin Volcano 
National Monument in 1995, in March 
Rep. Bill Richardson (D-N.Mex.) urged 
the creation of an advisory committee 
to consider expansion issues at the New 
Mexico park. Richardson appointed 
Simon to the committee. 
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To locate a legends denier near YON, please rail. 
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Acclaimed environmental artist Kitty 

D. Cantrell has once again captured 

the wolf as one of the majestic exam­

ples of wild America. 

In this specially commissioned sculp­

ture exclusively created for the 

Legends foundry, the wolf—with a 

piercing gaze and fur that reveals the 

wind—has detected a "scent in the 

air" and lifts his nose in an attempt to 

track its origin. 

A certified, limited edition of 750. 

Actual size: 11 W high. 

(800) 840-3008 
2665-D Park Center Drive 

Simi Valley . CA 93065 
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Rolling Back 
the Resource Fund 
Congress is considering short-sighted legislation to eliminate 

the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

By Rep. David Skaggs (D-Colo.) 

IN THE HEART of dense suburban de­
velopment northwest of Denver, 
Canada geese and mallard ducks 

rest and feed on open water and nearby 
meadows, red foxes trot among tall grass 
and cattails, and ferruginous hawks soar 
over open prairie in search of prey. Little 
disturbed for most of the last century, 
this rolling terrain sustains a variety of 
plant life, from marsh grasses and cot-
tonwoods to sagebrush and cactus. 

Among the newer—and smaller—of 
America's refuges, the 40-acre Two 
Ponds National Wildlife Refuge pro­
vides a contrast to the surrounding 100 
miles of closely spaced houses, streets, 
and shopping centers. In addition to its 
inherent value as habitat for an array of 
wildlife and plants, Two Ponds affords 
a rare outdoor learning center for chil­
dren from eight nearby schools. 

These opportunities—for wildlife, 
for students, and for all citizens—would 
by now be lost to more houses and 
streets if it were not for the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). 
Two Ponds is an example of the magic 
played out in hundreds of unique places, 
thanks to this remarkable program. 

Established by Congress in 1964, 
LWCF provides a mechanism to ap­
propriate money to acquire lands for 
four federal agencies, as well as for state 
programs, where the funds are matched 
and used for open space, recreation, 
and recreation equipment. Most of the 

money at the federal level has been used 
to buy lands for national parks, forests, 
refuges, and Bureau of Land Manage­
ment property. The money comes from 
federal royalties on oil and gas produc­
tion on the outer continental shelf. Thus, 
LWCF uses some of the returns from 
that economic activity to preserve the 
natural world. 

But like many programs taken for 
granted over the past few decades, this 

The new Congress has 
shown itself to be no 

friend of the environment. 
The good programs are 

being put on the chopping 
block along with the bad. 

fund is in danger of being cut. The new 
Congress has shown itself to be no 
friend of the environment and wields a 
budget-cutting ax without precision. 
The good programs are being put on 
the chopping block along with the bad. 
LWCF is among the programs marked 
for elimination as part of a rescissions 
bill—legislation that will cut already ap­
proved programs to pay for items pro­
moted by the Republicans' Contract 
with America. Despite positive results, 
the House of Representatives is pro­

posing a $7.3 million cut of LWCF 
money for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and a $16.5 million cut for NPS 
land acquisition. The rescissions bill will 
thwart preservation projects around the 
country. 

In the Everglades, LWCF monies, 
along with state funds, are being used 
for a plan to restore natural water flows 
to this vast wetland. LWCF money is 
being made available through the Na­
tional Park Service (NPS) for this re-
plumbing project that will benefit both 
the beleaguered south Florida ecosys­
tem and the water supply for this heavily 
populated region. 

At St. Croix, Virgin Islands, the gov­
ernor has signed a land protection plan, 
which will mean nothing for the Salt 
River Bay National Historical Park and 
Ecological Preserve unless L W C F 
money is available. The money would 
enable the Park Service to buy land at 
Salt River Bay that a developer is eyeing 
for a resort. 

Along the Obed Wild and Scenic 
River, logging could occur on a bluff 
overlooking the river. The Park Service 
says the activities would ruin the bluff 
and the scenic nature of the river. 
Money is available through LWCF to 
buy the timber rights as well as the land 
for public access; however, the Obed is 
on the list of rescissions. 

These are just a few examples of how 
LWCF monies benefit the national 
parks. If we were to lose this valuable 
program, the potential for disaster be­
comes even more apparent when you 
realize that more than 323,000 acres of 
land (excluding Alaska and the new 
Mojave National Preserve in Califor­
nia) could be lost to the National Park 
System. (The total acreage would ex­
plode to more than 8 million if national 
parklands in Alaska are included.) These 
are lands already approved by Congress 
but not yet bought by the Park Service. 
Federal land management agencies have 
a backlog of several billion dollars worth 
of potential purchases of land, ease­
ments, and water rights. From wilder­
ness inholdings in Colorado to wetlands 
in California's San Jacinto Valley and 
saguaro cactus forests in Arizona; from 
the prairie potholes of Nebraska to tall-

24 May/June 1995 



grass prairies in eastern Kansas and 
flood plains along the Missouri and Mis­
sissippi rivers; from the great northern 
forests of Maine to archaeological sites 
in Connecticut, beaches in North Caro­
lina, and panther and crocodile habitat 
in Big Cypress, these important natural 
habitats deserve protection. 

The Park Service is required by law 
to pay no more than the appraised value 
for a piece of property. Of the approxi­
mately $2.5 billion annually available 
for the LWCF, $900 million is autho­
rized to be spent each year for conser­
vation lands. Unfortunately, far less than 
$900 million is appropriated for actual 
land purchases in any given year. Since 
1988, annual expendi­
tures for all agencies 
have ranged from $171 
million to $343 million, 
with NPS receiving 
about $50 million each 
year. The balance (on 
paper) remaining in the 
fund is used to reduce 
the apparent size of the 
federal deficit and for 
unrelated expenses. 

Few things are more 
tangible and satisfying in 
the effort to protect and 
to enhance the Earth's 
natural habitats and 
cycles than the acquisi­
tion and preservation of 
land and waterways. Yet, these oppor­
tunities are quickly slipping away. With 
population and development pressures 
at a scale never before witnessed in this 
country, our last remaining wild places 
are few and becoming fewer. 

This results from some basic reali­
ties of our economy. Typically, wildlife 
habitat, open space, and clean water 
carry no obviously measurable market 
value, and their loss carries no obvious 
measurable expense. But the LWCF ap­
proach also respects basic economics. 
By selling important natural areas, land­
owners can realize the income they 
might expect from development while 
still allowing the land to be preserved. 

Another creative aspect of the LWCF 
effort is its state grant program, through 
which federal funds are matched with 

state and local money for preservation 
of open space and recreation areas im­
portant to local communities. These 
matching grants multiply the funding 
efforts of all the participants. Perhaps 
more important, these grants support 
preservation projects that are based on 
the unique knowledge and experience 
of governments, organizations, and in­
dividual citizens who are close to the 
land. LWCF is a success. It would be a 
shame to abolish it. 

In January, the House Subcommit­
tee on Interior Appropriations, of which 
I am a member, began considering po­
tential rescissions of LWCF funds. The 
package before Congress seeks to elimi­

nate $17 billion in projects approved 
by the previous Congress, including 
nearly $30 million in land acquisition 
funding. Part of the reason behind the 
rescissions bill is to provide reserves for 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, but also to pay for tax cuts 
contained in the Republican's so-called 
"Contract with America." 

As part of a January congressional 
hearing, the appropriations subcommit­
tee on the Interior (which has jurisdic­
tion over a wide array of environmental 
initiatives) invited witnesses to present 
ideas about ways to cut the budget. 
Among those testifying were conserva­
tive groups such as the Heritage Foun­
dation and the Cato Institute. Among 
the ideas proposed were: 
• Turning over to the states "most of 

the land" now in national parks, na­
tional forests, national wildlife refuges, 
and wilderness areas; 
• Turning all national forests over to 
private landowners; 
A Eliminating funding for the Bureau 
of Land Management unless and until 
new legislation is passed to change the 
agency's mission; 
• Turning over to energy industries 
ownership of the Arctic National Wild­
life Refuge and all other federal lands 
that may contain energy resources; 
A Stopping for five years all purchases 
of land for national parks, wilderness 
areas, wildlife refuges, etc. 

These are a few of the proposals 
made that day and a 
chilling harbinger of the 
direction some in Con­
gress would have us go. 
The House passed-re-
scissions bill, with its 
cuts in Land and Water 
Conservation Fund ac­
quisitions, may be the 
first tangible step to­
ward the radical anti-en­
vironmental agenda out­
lined in that January 
hearing. We will know 
more this spring, as 
Congress takes up the 
budget, with deeper cuts 
a real possibility. 

The stakes are very 
high. Time is the enemy. If we wait too 
long, we lose forever hundreds of spe­
cial opportunities to protect, piece by 
piece, the natural legacy that is so inte­
gral and critical a part of this nation's 
beauty and the health of its citizens. 

Back at Two Ponds National Wild­
life Refuge, the winter sunset casts a 
deep blue tone across the homes of hi­
bernating amphibians near the ponds, 
of hawks fluffed against the cold, and 
of neighboring humans whose daily life 
is enhanced by this preserve. 

I will be doing all that I can to see 
that the fund that helped protect Two 
Ponds will continue to survive and 
spread its benefits throughout the land. 

Democrat David Skaggs is a fifth-term 
congressman from Colorado. 

DOUGLAS MACGREGOK 
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RIVERS AT RISK 
Of the ten most endangered waterways in the United States, 

four flow through national parks. 

FROM ITS HEADWATERS in the moun­

tains above Zion National Park 
in Utah to its terminus 200 miles 

downstream at Lake Mead National 
Recreation Area in Nevada, the Virgin 
River flows virtually unimpeded through 
an arid, fragile landscape. 

One of the last predominately free-
flowing rivers in the West, it sustains a 
remarkable variety of wildlife, includ­
ing 139 special status species, consid­
ered rare or listed by federal and state 
governments as endangered or threat­
ened. Among them are the bald eagle, 
Mexican spotted owl, peregrine falcon, 
desert tortoise, leopard frog, Virgin 
River chub, and woundfin minnow. The 
Virgin River's varying elevation, de­
scending from 11,300 feet to 2,600 feet, 
contributes to this diversity. As it de­
scends, the river passes through three 
distinct climatic zones, beginning with 
the cool subalpine Colorado Plateau, 
traversing the arid Mojave, and ending 
in the sweltering Sonoran. 

Along the way, the river and its tribu­
taries have carved an astonishing land­
scape of multihued canyons, monoliths, 
and arches. The canyons of Zion Na­
tional Park tower 3,000 feet above the 
river bed, narrowing in some spots to 
serpentine passageways with walls just 
18 feet apart. Exotic hanging gardens 
nourished by seeps and springs cling 
tenaciously to the sheer cliff walls. The 
canyon began forming about 10 million 
years ago, a process that continues to-

By Ebba Hierta 

The Virgin River has carved the landscape 
at Zion National Park for centuries. 
Above, paintbrush grows along a trail. 

In some places along the Virgin River, 
such as at "The Narrows," left, canyon 
walls are only 18 feet apart. 

day as each year the Virgin River washes 
more than a million tons of sediment 
toward the ocean. 

But the natural processes that gov­
ern the river with its still relatively clean 
water are under constant threat. Water 
is a precious commodity in the arid 
West , and the Virgin River flows 
through three of the driest states in the 
country: Utah, Arizona, and Nevada. 
Fast-growing communities near the 
r iver 's headwate r s in Wash ing ton 
County, Utah, and at its end in Las 

Vegas, Nevada, are demanding more 
water for residential and industrial uses. 
And as the communities grow, so do 
threats to water quality from urban run­
off and destruction of riparian habitat. 

T o conservat ionists , the Virgin, 
which has no existing mainstem dams 
or reservoirs, is a rare gem. To water 
development managers, the Virgin is an 
untapped resource. And with no inter­
state compact to guide them, the water 
managers in each state look at the river 
in a vacuum, considering only their 
needs and impacts. In many cases, the 
effects on natural resources of water 
diversion and dam building are consid­
ered secondary to human needs. Cur­
rently, the water rights claims made by 
the three states total more water than 
actually flows through the Virgin. If all 
of the claims were satisfied, the river 
would be destroyed. 

"The protection of water rights is a 
critical issue for most Western national 
parks," says Owen Williams, chief of 
the water rights branch of the National 
Park Service (NPS) Water Resource 
Division in Fort Collins, Colorado. 
"Water rights at 49 park system units in 
seven Western states are either being 
litigated or in negotiation," Williams 
says, ". . .and only a handful have been 
settled." State courts have jurisdiction 
over water rights, and few legal prece­
dents are available to guide their deci­
sions concerning federal law-based 
rights. 
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"Water is a defining element in the 
West," says Terri Martin, Rocky Moun­
tain regional director for the National 
Parks and Conservation Association 
(NPCA). "We have a limited amount 
and a growing population and demand. 
Those demands have and will come into 
conflict with protection of river flows 
in national parks. It requires constant 
vigilance on our part. New proposals 
are cropping up all the time. Any park 
that does not contain the headwaters of 
a stream is in jeopardy, and some face 
threats from downstream development, 

n 

too. 
Add to that the growing threats to 

water quality in a number of rivers that 
flow through national parks across the 
country and it becomes clear why con­
servationists are concerned. The 
Clean Water Act, a primary tool for 
river protection, is overdue for reau­

thorization and faces an uphill struggle 
in the Republican-dominated Congress. 
"The forces of darkness have mounted 
an [intense] effort to keep clean water 
legislation from happening," says Beth 
Norcross, vice president for conserva­
tion with the nonprofit group Ameri­
can Rivers. "Our rivers are in trouble." 
Of the 3.5 million miles of waterways in 
the United States, Norcross notes, more 
than 90 percent have been altered—by 
damming, draining, channeling, and log­
ging downstream, which eliminates the 
buffer zone necessary to filter runoff 
and prevent erosion. 

Besides the Virgin, three other rivers 
that flow through national park units 
are considered among the most threat­
ened by American Rivers. The Clarks 
Fork of the Yellowstone River is the 
only federal wild and scenic river in 
Wyoming and one of the wildest rivers 

outside of Alaska. A Canadian mining 
company has proposed a gold mine at 
the headwaters of the Clarks Fork tribu­
tary, just 2.5 miles north of Yellowstone 
National Park. The mine would gener­
ate 5.5 million tons of toxic tailings as a 
byproduct. If the proposed containment 
pond were to fail, as has happened at 
other sites, the result would be cata­
strophic to the Yellowstone ecosystem. 

The Rio Grande, the heart and soul 
of Big Bend National Park in Texas, is 
a 2,000-mile river that forms the border 
between Texas and the Mexican states 
of Coahuila and Chihuahua. The river 
suffers from just about every type of 
pollution imaginable, including radio­
active sediments, industrial toxins, mine 
wastes, agricultural runoff, erosion 
caused by mining and logging, and im­
properly treated sewage that causes out­
breaks of disease among the human 
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The 2,000-mile Rio Grande, the heart and 
soul of Big Bend National Park, separates 
Texas and two Mexican states. 

The peregrine falcon is just one of 
hundreds of endangered or threatened 
species that rely on waterways. 

population living along the border. 
Chattahoochee River National Rec­

reation Area in Atlanta, Georgia, pre­
serves one of the most unspoiled scenic 
and historic rivers within a major met­
ropolitan area. But the river is in­
creasingly overtaxed. Problems begin 
at the headwaters, where untreated 
waste is discharged into the river from 
a poultry enterprise with more than 250 
million fowl. Downstream in Atlanta, a 
combined sewer system that receives 
both sanitary and storm drain waste 
regularly overflows during heavy rains, 
discharging up to 100 million gallons of 
untreated sewage in one day. Twenty-
five percent of Georgia residents, most 
of them upstream of Atlanta's sewage 
treatment plant, draw their drinking 
water from the Chattahoochee; more 
than 250 million gallons a day are drawn 
in Atlanta alone. 

A fourth river, the Columbia River/ 
Snake River system, flows through the 
Hells Canyon National Recreation Area 
in Oregon. Although this area is man­
aged by the U.S. Forest Service, many 
conservation groups including NPCA 
have pushed for national park status. In 
the past, the legendary salmon and steel-
head fishery provided a livelihood for 
the indigenous people of the region. 
Now the rivers have been tamed by hy­
droelectric dams, and the fishery has 
declined by nearly 99 percent. Several 
species of salmon are listed as endan­
gered, and the once-clear water runs a 
muddy brown in many stretches because 
of erosion caused by logging. 

Even with this competition, the Vir­
gin River is considered among the most 
endangered rivers in the country. In its 
1993 report , Park Waters in Peril, 
NPCA used specific examples to illus­
trate the broader problems involving 
park waters. The report included 12 
case studies, and Zion National Park 
was among the examples used. The case 

studies represented just a sampling of 
the parks constituting the park system. 
But the "case studies reveal the magni­
tude, severity, and pervasiveness of 
threats to both water quantity and qual­
ity through the entire National Park Sys­
tem," says Terri Martin. One of the 
major problems identified at Zion was 
the threat of upstream dams, which 
"might well be avoided if the nearby 
expanding communities instituted con­
servation measures appropriate to their 
desert environment," NPCA's report 
states. 

The Utah Division of Water Re­
sources has identified 33 potential dam 
sites on the Virgin upstream of Zion 
National Park. Dams upstream of the 
park would deplete water flows, alter 
temperatures, impair habitat, and elimi­
nate the flash floods that sculpt the can­
yons and nourish the riparian areas. 

The Washington County Water Con­
servation District has applied for per­
mits to build dams on the mainstems of 
both the river's East and North forks 
several miles outside of the park. Offi­
cials in Las Vegas, Nevada, have sought 
to divert 90,000 acre-feet per year from 
a point above Lake Mead National Rec­
reation Area. 

The Park Service has been working 
since 1987 to complete studies neces­
sary to establish its right to relatively 
unimpeded stream flows through Zion 

National Park. Under the doctrine of 
Federal Reserved Water Rights, federal 
properties such as national parks have 
a right to the minimum amount of wa­
ter necessary to preserve their intended 
purpose, preempted only by water us­
ers that predate the park's establish­
ment. Together with the NPS Water 
Resources Division, Zion Superinten­
dent Donald Falvey has been negotiat­
ing with Utah officials in an effort to 
resolve conflicts over the park's water 
rights claims out of court. Although 
NPS is prepared to present its case in 
court, chances are good that a negoti­
ated agreement will be reached that pro­
tects the park, Falvey says. 

The lengthy negotiating process be­
gan with about a dozen scientific stud­
ies to determine the exact nature and 
extent of Zion's water-dependent re­
sources and the amount of water neces­
sary to maintain them. "We had to have 
a science-based rationale to support our 
claims," says Williams, water rights 
branch chief. The Park Service seeks to 
retain the erratic nature of river flow— 
periodic floods followed by dry condi­
tions—preserving not just the existing 
landscape but the ongoing process of 
canyon development. In its studies, NPS 
had researchers look at the Virgin's fish 
population, including two species listed 
as endangered and another proposed 
for listing; wildlife and vegetation in 
the adjacent riparian habitat; sediment 
loads; hydrology; changing river form 
or morphology; and the visual impact 
of the river. 

Utah officials are mindful of the 
importance of preserving the park. With 
more than 2.5 million annual visitors, 
Zion has a considerable impact on the 
local economy. But they are also charged 
with finding a water supply for a 
burgeon ing municipal popu la t ion . 
Nearby St. George, Utah, is the fastest 
growing community in the state. Annual 
growth estimates range from 7 percent to 
12 percent. St. George and surrounding 
Washington County have become a pop­
ular spot for retirees and second home 
buyers. St. George has nine golf courses 
and 35,000 residents. 

The biggest threat is uncontrolled 
and unplanned development. "There 
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THE CLEAN WATER ACT 

NEEDS YOUR HELP 

THE CLEAN WATER ACT is one 

of the best tools available for 
river conservation both inside and 
outside of the National Park Sys­
tem. A proposed reauthorization 
that would have strengthened the 
act was delayed by political infight­
ing in the 1994 Congress. Now 
many conservationists fear the Re­
publicans' pledge to eliminate un­
funded federal mandates will lead 
to passage of a weakened version 
of the act. Your help is needed. 

"Grassroots support is essen­
tial for moving any environmental 
legislation in this Congress," says 
Beth Norcross, vice president for 
conservation for American Rivers, 
a nonprofit river protection group. 
"Successful legislation will come 
from the ground up, not the Belt­
way down. The best place to start 
is with your individual congres­
sional representatives. Write to 
them and remind them that the 
Republican mandate was not an 
anti-environmental mandate. Let 
them know you care about clean 
water." 

Now is not the time to become 
discouraged, Norcross says, not­
ing that river legislation has always 
been supported by both political 
parties. Two proposals for Na­
tional Wild and Scenic River sta­
tus last year were led by Republi­
cans, she says. 

It would also be helpful to write 
to the heads of the committees that 
have jurisdiction over the Clean 
Water Act. Write to: Sen. John 
Chafee (R-R.L), chairman of the 
Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee, U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510; Rep. Bud 
Shuster (R-Pa.), chairman of the 
House Transportation and Infra­
structure Committee, U.S. House 
of Representatives, Washington, 
DC 20515. 

seems to be a sense here that the water 
district has the obligation to satisfy all 
comers, that we have no right to limit 
development based on water limita­
tions," says Sarah Bates, Utah director 
for the Grand Canyon Trust. 

St. George residents will get a chance 
in November to alter the pace of devel­
opment. An adhoc group called Citi­
zens for Moderate Growth is sponsor­
ing a referendum that will hold the 
growth of new housing permits to 3 
percent a year. "We're not anti-devel­
opment," says group chairwoman Ali­
son Bowcutt. "We just want to get a 
handle on the growth rate so we can 
plan. We need time to identify the re­
sources we want to protect." 

Ken Rait, issues coordinator for the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 
(SUWA), believes an emphasis on wa­
ter development and not conservation 
is not the way to protect the resource. 
SUWA believes any agreement with the 
water district should also mandate wa­
ter conservation projects, instead of re­
lying solely on development. 

"There's too much at stake here," 
says Rait. "We have 37 threatened or 
endangered species in Washington 

Two boys fish in Georgia's Chattahoochee 
River, one of the most unspoiled scenic 
rivers within a major metropolitan area. 

County. The river is the lifeblood of a 
harsh desert ecosystem, and these spe­
cies are a barometer for the health of 
the ecosystem. Things are very much 
out of balance." 

The Park Service is hopeful that a 
negotiated water settlement will pro­
tect Zion's water flows. Any agreement 
would have to recognize water uses that 
predate the park, as a matter of law. 
The Park Service may accept the possi­
bility of some additional diversion of 
limited quantities of water to settle the 
disputes, says Williams. On a positive 
note, Washington County has been 
looking at alternative water develop­
ment options to meet its needs, includ­
ing conservation and dam site develop­
ment downstream of Zion. 

"We are pleased that Washington 
County is willing to work with the Park 
Service to settle the water disputes. The 
county's challenge is to find ways to 
meet water needs in a water-scarce and 
environmentally fragile area. I think they 
realize that the local citizens do not want 
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A Canadian company has proposed a gold 
mine outside Yellowstone National Park, 
which would threaten the park's waters. 

to harm the park," says Martin. 
The county has proposed a draft 

management plan that officials hope will 
preclude listing the rare Virgin River 
spinedace as an endangered species, a 
move that would further impede the 
state's water development. While con­
servationists hold differing opinions on 
the merits of this idea, park officials 
believe a solution lies through compro­
mise and negotiation. 

"Negotiation solves a lot more than 
litigation," says Zion's Falvey. "When 
you go to court, you have very little 
control over the outcome. With this 
agreement, we make sure we have long-
term protection, and we've developed 
some very good working relationships 
that will make it easier to settle issues as 
they arise in the future." If the talks 
continue on a positive note, he says, a 
final agreement could be forthcoming 
within a year. 

Falvey is confident that any final 
agreement will contain mechanisms to 
ensure compliance. The small compro­

mises made by the Park Service will 
lead to guarantees of future protection, 
he says. 

And once the water rights issue is 
settled, park managers can focus more 
attention on other pressing issues, such 
as overcrowding, which leads to habitat 
destruction. Park attendance has nearly 
doubled in the last decade and contin­
ues to increase 10 percent a year. "Over­
crowding is an issue at a lot of parks," 
Falvey says. "It's becoming a challenge 
to find ways to allow visitor use without 
destroying the resources. We need to 
put some controls in place now." 

While Falvey is already looking be­
yond the water issue, others are focused 
on the precedent a negotiated settle­
ment would set. It would pave the way 
for settlements at other park sites in 
Utah, says Owen Williams. And it avoids 
a potentially disastrous decision such as 
the Colorado Supreme Court's 1982 
ruling that left Dinosaur National Mon­
ument with few water rights, he says. 
The state court ruled that the monu­
ment's primary purpose was the preser­
vation of dinosaur bones, and therefore 
the Park Service was not entitled to 
water flows from the Green River that 

would protect the living natural re­
sources. The water rights branch of the 
NPS Water Resources Division was es­
tablished the following year in response 
to that decision. 

Despite the optimism surrounding 
the potential negoiated settlement, the 
fate of Zion's waters is still uncertain 
and underscores the need for constant 
vigilance. The Virgin River is one of 
many streams facing a variety of de­
mands and threats, especially in the wa­
ter-starved West. A negotiated settle­
ment may or may not lead, as Williams 
says, to a precedent-setting resolution, 
but it could pave the way for partner­
ships and other agreements that take 
the needs of both the public and the 
park into account. Creative water con­
servation programs in areas where wa­
ter consumption threatens park re­
sources can be a precursor and guide to 
the more comprehensive changes 
needed to protect our larger environ­
ment from insatiable and destructive 
demands on our water supplies. 

Ehba Hierta, a writer who lives in At­
lanta, Georgia, last wrote for National 
Parks about coral reefs. 
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FIRE 
POWER 

After years of suppressing forest fires, 
the Park Service is realizing its policy does 

not necessarily benefit ecosystems that 
depend on intense blazes for regeneration. 

By George Wuerthner 

W HEN NAT STEPHENSON, an 

ecologist with the National 
Biological Service working 

in the Sierra Nevada forests of Califor­
nia, sees the charred boles and snags of 
burnt trees, he smiles. He takes it as "a 
sign that ecosystem processes are going 
along as they have in the past." Such an 
attitude toward fire is still not widely 
held by the American public. Ingrained 
with the Smokey Bear mantra that "only 
you can prevent forest fires," most 
people view fire as a destructive force 
that must be contained and suppressed. 

The problem is that fire suppression 
is not a solution. Says Fred Bird, fire 
management officer at Rocky Mountain 
National Park, "Most people don't re­
alize that we can't continue to suppress 
fires. As fuels accumulate, fires are get­
ting bigger and hotter. We cannot throw 
enough fire fighters and tankers at them 
to effectively stop them." 

A fire engulfs a forest at Rocky Mountain 
National Park. Growing evidence suggests 
that fire is critical to ecosystem function. 

Along with the increasing difficulty 
in containing or controlling fires is an 
ever-growing body of scientific evidence 
that suggests fire is critical to ecosystem 
function and to biodiversity preserva­
tion. Stephenson ticks off a litany of 
ecological functions performed by fire: 
"Fires thin forests, reducing competi­
tion for surviving trees, improving their 
vigor. Fires result in a rich legacy of 
snags that are important for cavity-nest­
ing birds. They recycle nutrients bound 
up in dead litter. They can change soil 
properties, such as its ability to hold 
water. And they kill soil pathogens." 

Other studies have shown that fires 
may be important for fisheries. Snags 
from fires fall into streams, providing 
habitat for fish as well as aquatic in­
sects. The influx of nutrients from ash 
and debris can enrich nutrient-poor 
watersheds. 

Many plant species also depend upon 
fires for successful regeneration on a 
site. Giant sequoias, for example, open 
their cones after being heated, and ger­
mination of the seeds requires the bare 
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A bison wanders across a roadway, as fire 
fighters work to suppress a blaze at 
Yellowstone National Park. 

mineral soil and lack of competition that 
exist after a blaze. 

Fires can be regarded in the same 
manner as predators. Just as wolves 
maintain the fitness of a deer herd, fire 
helps to maintain the fitness of the for­
est ecosystem. However, most of our 
national parks are too small to maintain 
viable populations of large, wide-rang­
ing predators such as wolves, mountain 
lions, wolverines, and bears. Similarly, 
most parks are too small to maintain a 
completely natural fire regime. 

Fred Bird is acutely aware of the limi­
tations of space. "There are 3 million 
people living along the foothills to the 
east of the park—and immediately ad­
jacent to us are million-dollar condos 
and the entire town of Estes Park." 
Those houses and condos create a di­
lemma for Bird. Every hundred years 
or so, a wildfire roars down the Conti­
nental Divide like a runaway train, and 
nothing much can stop it. Bird knows it 
has been about a hundred years since 
the last major fire. 

Historically, Rocky Mountain expe­
rienced very large, intense fires. And, 
Bird warns, "We are going to have them 
again. And under some conditions, you 
can't stop fires." The problem for Bird 
is maintaining fire as an ecosystem func­
tion without burning down someone's 
home—or worse yet, an entire town— 
in the process. Says Bird: "We are not 
naive [about] those issues. Rocky Moun­
tain, as an ecosystem, is just too small 
to support a totally unmanaged wildfire 
program. We are not going to say that 
this is a natural area and let fire run 
wild. We have to be good neighbors." 

One way the Park Service is attempt­
ing to be a good neighbor is to reduce 
fire hazard through "fuel reduction"— 
decreasing the amount of combustible 
material. According to Jeff Manley, re­
source manager at Kings Canyon-Se­
quoia National Park, the Park Service 
has a special fund specifically budgeted 
for prescribed burning, which is one 
method of fuel reduction. Fire manag­
ers can prepare a management plan for 

burning and obtain the funds to carry it 
out. In Sequoia National Park, fire sup­
pression has resulted in fuel accumula­
tion in the mid-elevation forests, where 
low-intensity fires burned frequently in 
prehistoric times. Manley says that most 
of his park's fuel reduction program is 
aimed at these areas. But such work is 
expensive and labor intensive. Even 
with an aggressive program, Manley 
says, Sequoia is not keeping up with 
fuel accumulation. "Analyzing the dif­
ferent forest communities and their fire 
cycles, we realize we are falling way be­
hind the natural cycle by thousands of 
acres. We should be burning 5,000 acres 
or more a year just to keep up with 
current annual fuel accumulations, but 
we are lucky if we achieve 1,000 acres." 

Even a prescribed burn has the po­
tential of getting out of control. The 
presence of housing in areas bordering 
wildlands creates tremendous political 
pressure for fire suppression and even 
limits the ability to do prescribed burn­
ing. But as one fire manager said, sup­
pression only delays the inevitable. "It's 
like borrowing on a credit card to pay 
off your bills. You still have the debt, 
and the interest is compounding." 

Most parks have fire plans that zone 
the landscape into management pre­

scriptions. For example, Yosemite Na­
tional Park is divided into natural, con­
ditional, and full-suppression zones. The 
Yosemite Valley, with its hotels, camp­
grounds, and other facilities, is a full-
suppression area: no natural fires are 
permitted. However, according to Fire 
Management Officer Ed Duncan, there 
is a prescribed fire program designed 
to reduce fuel in the valley through 
burning as well as mechanical treat­
ment—cutting down trees or piling fu­
els to facilitate burning. 

Conditional zones are transitional. 
"We'll allow some fires to burn if it's 
after September and winter is on the 
way and we know we can contain them." 
A natural fire zone makes up 78 per­
cent of the park. Here fires are moni­
tored, but seldom suppressed. Never­
theless, says Duncan, even in a natural 
fire zone, not all fires are permitted to 
burn. If a fire threatens to exceed the 
ability of fire fighters to put it out, then 
the agency will attempt to suppress it. 

Even in Alaska, where parks are mil­
lions of acres in size, fire suppression 
and fuel reduction are necessary in 
places. Tom Habecker, North District 
ranger at Denali National Park, says 
the employee housing, hotel, visitor cen­
ter, and other facilities at the park's 
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main entrance are built in a forested 
canyon that is a prime area for a fire. 
Says Habecker, "It's all going to go up 
in flames someday." Denali is planning 
a fuel-reduction program in this area to 
create defensible borders around struc­
tures. In the remainder of the park, 
Habecker says, fires are monitored but 
usually not suppressed. 

Though the goal of the National Park 
Service is to fully implement prescribed 
natural fires in as much of the land­
scape as possible, political and policy 
reality dictates otherwise. For example, 
lack of coordination with other land 
management agencies may hamper fire 
restoration efforts. Even if a park has 
an approved fire plan, the surrounding 
state and federal lands may not. In such 
situations, fires that threaten to bum 
beyond a park's boundaries are sup­
pressed, even in designated wilderness. 

Jeff Manley of Kings Canyon-Se­
quoia, says, "This past summer, we had 
to suppress five to seven lightning igni­
tions that were in our wilderness but 
adjacent to Forest Service wilderness 
areas where, at present, no natural fires 
are permitted." Manley says this could 
change soon, since an interagency fire 
plan for the entire southern Sierra is 
under way but not yet completed. 

Kings Canyon-Sequoia is not the only 
park facing restrictions imposed by lack 
of interagency fire coordination. Fred 
Bird says a similar problem exists at 
Rocky Mountain National Park. "There 
are no prescribed fire zones surround­
ing the park. If a fire gets to the border, 
we have to implement a confine, con­
tain, and control policy." Bird says the 
Forest and Park sendees are trying to 
work out an agreement whereby fires 
will be permitted to cross interagency 
boundaries, but this still would depend 
upon predicted fire behavior. 

Even in areas with a tremendous 
wildlands buffer, such as the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem, fire suppres­
sion may be the norm. According to 
Phil Perkins, fire management officer 
for Yellowstone National Park, a num­
ber of fires were suppressed this past 
summer, even though conditions (such 
as wind, humidity, and fire-fighting 
power) were appropriate for letting 
them burn. The fires were suppressed 
because they threatened to burn into 
adjacent national forest wilderness ar­
eas without approved fire plans. 

Concerns about air quality are yet 
another restriction upon restoration of 
fires. Smog is a major health concern in 
California's Central Valley, and smoke 

A (Ire fighter extinguishes a blaze along a 
line of controlled burn on Eagle Cliff at 
Rocky Mountain National Park. 

from fires can add to the pollution prob­
lem. Ed Duncan at Yosemite National 
Park says that the park "can't have too 
many fires going at the same time be­
cause of smoke." 

National preparedness levels are a 
consideration as well. Interagency fire 
organizations have a l-to-5 scale that 
relates to fire-fighting capabilities. If 
there is no competition for fire-fighting 
resources and fire hazard is low, pre­
paredness is rated 1. In dry summers, 
when many fires are burning, national 
preparedness reaches 4 or 5. Under 
these conditions, new fires, even in des­
ignated natural fire zones, are usually 
suppressed. Fire preparedness reached 
level 5 this past summer, automatically 
triggering full suppression of all natural 
fires throughout the country. 

Not all restrictions are imposed from 
outside. Many parks must live with pre­
existing constraints. For instance, Al 
Augustine, fire officer for Oregon Caves 
National Monument, says the monu­
ment's historic Chateau limits fire man­
agement options. "It's a historic hotel 
that is built of western red cedar with 
the bark still on it, built directly in the 
most likely pathway for a fire to burn." 

Even if managed fire programs could 
keep up with fuel accumulations and 
approved fire plans are in place, Yose-
mite's Ed Duncan says that "under some 
conditions, wildfires are unstoppable." 

That is exactly what happened at 
Yellowstone in 1988. After mid-July, 
all fires were attacked under a full-sup­
pression mode, but fire fighters had little 
success. It was snowfall on September 
10, not human efforts, that finally halted 
the Yellowstone fires. 

The inability to control all fires was 
aptly demonstrated during the summer 
of 1994, when wildfires burned approxi­
mately 3.3 million acres of the Western 
United States—despite full suppression 
efforts. Most media accounts called it a 
"disastrous summer," but from an eco­
logical perspective, the acreage burned 
was not nearly enough. Intense and 
wide-ranging fires at times may in fact 
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Many plant species depend on fire for 
successful regeneration. Here, a plant 
sprouts up after a fire at Yellowstone. 

be necessary for ecosystem health and 
forest regeneration. 

Across the West, the vast majority of 
acreage burned in any one year is 
burned in a handful of large, "stand-
replacement" blazes—those in which 
most of the big trees are killed, allow­
ing the forest to regenerate itself. Linda 
Mutch, a fire ecologist with the Na­
tional Biological Service in California, 
found that "sequoia seedling establish­
ment was directly proportional to fire 
severity." Her findings suggest that low-
intensity burns may not be enough. 

Manley says the idea of "friendly 
flame" or "small fires creeping about 
the underbrush" was promoted as the 
answer to fuel buildups. However, re­
search by Mutch and other scientists is 
calling into question such policies, 
Manley says. "If we are serious about 
maintaining sequoia groves, we are go­
ing to have to accept that there are go­
ing to be high-intensity burns—at least 
on a local level. That means burning 
down some sequoias once in a while." 

This leads to a critical policy prob­
lem. The only time hot, intense blazes 
necessary for rapid fuel removal, as well 
as maintenance of some ecosystem pro­
cesses, occur is when severe conditions 
prevail. Yet, as a matter of policy, most 
agencies call for fire suppression under 
these "extreme" conditions. 

This is the situation at Rocky Moun­

tain. According to fire manager Bird, 
"When conditions at Rocky Mountain 
are finally dry enough for high-eleva­
tion forests to burn, the low elevations 
are on fire, and we are likely to be in a 
full-suppression mode already." 

A similar situation exists at Yellow­
stone. Computer modeling by fire re­
searcher James Brown has shown that 
by the time Yellowstone dries out 
enough to carry a fire, it is dangerously 
close to a situation where a blaze may 
grow beyond control into a large con­
flagration. In other words, permitting 
fires to burn only when they can be 
confined to small areas is essentially re­
moving fire as a potent ecological force. 
"Friendly flame" may be appropriate in 
some ecosystems, but in others it is clear 
that only large, stand-replacement fires 
provide for ecosystem maintenance. 

One unexpected consequence of the 
1988 Yellowstone fires was the estab­
lishment of aspen in areas where it had 
never been known to grow. Aspen seeds 
require bare mineral soil and abundant 
water throughout the growing season. 
However, most sites moist enough to 
support aspen seedlings, such as wet 
meadows, already have vegetation grow­
ing there. Only under extreme drought 
conditions are fires hot enough and wet 
meadows dry enough for a fire to re­
move the existing vegetation. 

Large fires have always been a part 
of the Yellowstone ecosystem, accord­
ing to pa leo -b iogeographer Cathy 
Whitlock. Whitlock's studies of char­
coal deposits from lake sediments con­
firm that Yellowstone has experienced 
recurring large fires periodically for 
thousands of years. 

Even areas such as the Sierra Ne­
vada mid-elevation forests, which tend 
to have repeated low-intensity fires at 
frequent intervals, occasionally experi­
ence widespread stand-replacement 
fires. Tony Caprio, a National Biologi­
cal Service fire ecologist currently work­
ing in the Sierra Nevada, says that "fire 
scars up and down the Sierra record a 
major fire event in 1297." Says Caprio, 
"There was a really long dry period be­
tween 1292 and 1299 and a number of 
big fires. The fire record seems to indi­
cate that the fire [or fires] was really 

Above, a bull elk stands amid a charred 
forest. Large fires have always been part of 
the ecosystem at Yellowstone. 

Wildflower seeds, carried by birds or the 
wind, are among the first to regenerate 
after a fire such as the one at Yellowstone. 

hot and widespread. It killed most of 
the sequoia trees and was followed by a 
marked growth... in the surviving trees." 

Dennis Glick, with the Greater Yel­
lowstone Coalition, an environmental 
group that oversees the Yellowstone re­
gion, says, "At present our attitudes 
about fire are something like those that 
surrounded wolves three or four de­
cades ago, when the only good wolf 
was a dead one. Only recently has a 
large majority of the public come to see 
wolves and other large predators as de­
sirable and even necessary for ecosys­
tem functions." He adds, "Biodiversity 
preservation involves more than spe­
cies protection; it includes maintaining 
historic ecological processes as well." 

Clearly, we are taking only some ini­
tial halting steps toward properly man­
aging the ecological process of fire. The 
more difficult challenge ahead will be 
restoring ecologically significant natu­
ral events such as fire into a landscape 
dominated and manipulated by humans. 

George Wuerthner is an ecologist, free­
lance writer, and photographer with 15 
published books largely devoted to natu­
ral history and resource topics. 
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Crescent City Cadence 
To commemorate the history of jazz, a uniquely American musical form, 

Congress established the New Orleans Jazz National Historic Park 
in the city of its birth. 

By John McDonough 

The Superior Orchestra, an early New Orleans jazz band, played 
"polite dance music" in places such as Francs Amis Hall, the Creole 
dance hall where local bands entertained. 

A N APPRECIATION of history is de­

rived from equal parts of schol­
arship and imagination. The 

first feeds on the rules of evidence; the 
second, on the power of metaphysics. 
Scholarship, alas, is for the few. But 
anyone can stand at the Civil War battle­
field in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, or at 
the USS Arizona Memorial at Pearl Har­
bor, Hawaii, conjure up an image of the 
moment in history that has made these 
places significant, and feel in the pres­
ence of ghosts. That is the metaphysics 
of history. And to hear jazz in New 
Orleans, even today, and especially 
coursing through narrow streets and 
shallow canyons of the old French ar­
chitecture, is to hear the mournful howls 
of many ghosts. 

This is precisely what the National 

Park Service wants visitors to experi­
ence at New Orleans Jazz National His­
torical Park. In one of its last acts be­
fore adjourning an otherwise lackluster 
session last year, the 103 rd Congress 
created the historical park to foster pres­
ervation, education, and interpretation 
of jazz as it evolved in New Orleans. A 
visitor center is proposed, but the park 
would likely be more programmatic 
than land based. 

Sen. J. Bennett Johnston (D-La.) was 
a key mover behind the unusual legisla­
tion establishing the park, which pro­
vides for a commission to guide its for­
mation. Former Congresswoman Lindy 
Boggs and Ellis Marsalis, head of the 
famous jazz family, are among those in­
volved with the commission. The legis­
lation calls for a landmark study to be 

completed within 18 months that will 
evaluate sites associated with jazz in and 
around New Orleans to determine their 
significance to the origins and develop­
ment of the music. In legislation estab­
lishing the historical park, Congress 
called jazz "a rare and invaluable na­
tional treasure of international impor­
tance" that is the "most widely recog­
nized indigenous art form" in the United 
States. The park will be administered in 
conjunction with Jean Lafitte National 
Historical Park and Preserve, an estab­
lished unit in and around the city of 
New Orleans. 

Although not everyone would agree 
that now is a good time to add units— 
when Congress is reviewing the National 
Park System in a way it did military 
bases several years ago—few would sug-
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gest that jazz is an unworthy subject for 
the collection of sites that represent the 
superlatives of our natural and cultural 
heritage. And if jazz is to be recognized, 
then New Orleans, the city associated 
with the music's birth, is the place to 
do it. 

"For this strongly indigenous music 
not only may be said to have originated 
in one city," jazz historian Charles Ed­
ward Smith wrote in 1955, "but until 
half a century ago was largely confined 
to that city. This single city claim has 
been questioned, but as yet no one has 
upset the basic historical pattern." 

Yet, of the 100 New Orleans prop­
erties currently on the National Regis­
ter of Historic Places, not a single one 
is cited for its association with jazz, the 
city's most famous world export. And 
other sites that could be interpreted as 
part of the New Orleans jazz park pro­
grams are not on the register at all, such 
as: 
• Perseverance Hall on Villere Street, 
where some of the city's earliest jazz 
was played. (Although the hall is not on 
the register, it is part of the Congo His­
toric District.); 

Cornetist Joe "King" Oliver, who led 
popular bands in New Orleans, 
established the trend-setting Creole Jazz 
Band in Chicago in 1922. King Oliver is 
considered one of the pioneers of jazz. 

A Francs Amis Hall on North Robert­
son, the Creole dance hall where local 
bands entertained; 
A O d d Fellows and Masonic Dance 
Hall/Eagle Saloon where Buddy Bolden 
played; the first floor was apparently 
the Eagle Saloon; 
A The Red Onion, named in Clarence 
Williams' 1923 "Red Onion Blues" and 
across the street from the Illinois Cen­
tral Station, gateway for the northern 
exodus; 
A The Iroquois Theater, the local black 
vaudeville center, where Jelly Roll Mor­
ton likely played; 
A Frank Early's Saloon on Bienville 
Avenue, which employed early jazz pi­
ano players such as Tony Jackson; 
A The Tango Belt along North Ram­
part Street, where Tom Brown, the 
Original Dixieland Jazz Band, and the 
New Orleans Rhythm Kings all played 
before heading north. (Although it is 
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not on the historic register, the Tango 
Belt is contained entirely within a his­
toric district, which is a National His­
toric Landmark.) 

One reason for this lack of historic 
recognition is surely timing. The music 
of New Orleans reached its prime just 
ahead of the recording industry that 
might have documented it. But it did 
not become famous, and thus worthy 
of recording, until after it left town. 
Why did the musicians leave New Or­
leans? Not because the whorehouses 
closed, as myth tells us. They left be­
cause they were part of the same Great 
Migration that uprooted thousands of 
other blacks (and many whites) in the 
greatest population transfer in Ameri­
can history—a migration driven by the 
availability of factory jobs in the North, 
a 1915 plague of boll weevils, and a 
succession of floods in the Delta that 
destroyed cotton crops in the South. 
And jazz did not really come north on 
the Mississippi River. Musicians took 
the Illinois Central, whose tracks began 
in New Orleans and ended 1,000 miles 
due north, near the south side of Chi­
cago. Anyone could ride the trains for 



about $8 one way, and thousands did. 
The coordinates of art and technol­

ogy would meet in Richmond, Indiana, 
where the earliest examples of authen­
tic New Orleans jazz were inscribed 
between 1917 and 1923. Recordings 
were made by musicians who had left 
the city behind for points north, carry­
ing with them the mature polyphonic 
forms of classic New Orleans jazz. The 
early evolution and development of the 
music in New Orleans left no record­
ings, no paper trail of score sheets, and 
no financial records. It all lay largely 
lost and neglected behind an unreach­
able wall of historic silence. 

A generation would pass before any­
one would regard early New Orleans 
history as significant and begin to re­
construct the web of social, political, 
and musical elements that fed into the 
earliest jazz. This was because between 
America's entry into World War I and 
the end of the Great Depression, jazz 
met and married the genius of the 
American popular song and evolved into 
big band (and big business) swing. For 
the first—and last—time, jazz became 
the locus of American popular music. 
Understandably, people were curious 
about the origins of jazz. But by then 
the only trails leading to answers about 
its origins were conjecture and the fal­
lible and often opportunistic memories 
of the early New Orleans witnesses. 

Besides Louis Armstrong, who was 
blessed with an ingratiating showman­
ship and sagacious management, few of 
the founding pioneers had been able to 
ride the bumpy 15 years from the last 
heyday of New Orleans to the orga­
nized perfection of swing. King Oliver, 
Armstrong's mentor, was dead. Clari­
netist Sidney Bechet was a sideman in a 
commercial dance band. Leon Ropollo, 
composer of "Tin Roof Blues," landed 
in a psychiatric hospital. Jelly Roll 
Morton, who had fallen from semi-star­
dom to bitter obscurity, boasted that 
he invented jazz. So did Nick LaRocca, 
the long-forgotten trumpeter who made 
the first jazz records in 1917 as leader 
of the Original Dixieland Jazz Band. 
He called himself the "Columbus of 
jazz." Anyone could claim anything, 
knowing that no recorded evidence 

could prove the claims wrong. 
Bunk Johnson, an early member of 

the turn-of-the-century New Orleans 
period, had remained in the Delta and 
let history pass him like a speeding 
Zephyr. He was not discovered and re­
corded until the early 1940s, when early 
jazz folklorists began to excavate re­
gional evidence. By then Johnson 
seemed a primeval figure, a Rip Van 
Winkle who had nodded off with the 
demise of the cake walk and awakened 
untouched by the virtuosity of swing in 
a jitterbugging world bracing for bebop. 

At a time when the oldest of those 
who had actually grown famous playing 
jazz were barely older than 40, Johnson 
claimed to be in his late 60s. So his frail 
but emotion-filled technique was as­
signed to old age. Youth is naive about 
age, of course, and jazz was still too 
young to know better (or imagine that 

Among the most famous of New Orleans' 
musicians, Louis Armstrong led the 
development of the soloist's art. 

Benny Goodman, Benny Carter, and 
Dizzy Gillespie would one day be mas­
ter virtuosos into their 70s and beyond). 
Johnson probably sounded the same in 
1910. But in a young man's music, he 
was a living voice from an age thought 
lost. His discoverers, like the scientists 
in Jurassic Park, were convinced they 
had found the DN A of the earliest true 
jazz. They set out to capture it, then to 
clone it. Johnson and contemporaries 
George Lewis and Jim Robinson be­
came the matrix for the Preservation 
Hall aesthetic, where old New Orleans 
becomes a kind of living theater. 

If Johnson was born when he said he 
was, 1879 (though scholars now believe 
he added a decade to cash in on his 

4n May/June 1995 



The Original Dixieland Jazz Band cut the 
first commercial jazz recording in 1917 
while playing in New York City. The 
Victor release was an unexpected hit, and 
suddenly jazz was a national craze. 

pioneer claims), he did indeed come 
from the far age frontier of the docu­
mented founders. Buddy Bolden, born 
around 1878, survives only in photo­
graph and legend, proxy for all of the 
lost musicians who came before and 
had played during the prehistory of jazz. 
The earliest generation that would be 
documented on recordings was born 
more or less between 1880 and 1905 
and included Kid Ory (1886), Freddie 
Keppard (1890), Johnny Dodds (1892), 
Tony Parenti (1900), George Brunies, 
Leon Ropollo (1902), and Wingy 
Manone (1904). All would leave New 
Orleans to record in the first rush of 
jazz recording after 1917. Most of those 
who stayed, however, such as Johnson 
and clarinetist Alphonese Picou (born 
in 1878), would be old before they could 
be located and inscribed. 

It was not until March 1924 that la­
bels such as Okeh, Vocalion, and Co­
lumbia actually reached New Orleans 
with portable equipment to record 
bands within the city. Few of the records 
were heard outside the region or 
reached serious collectors in the North, 
who would become jazz's first histori­
ographers. The records were soon for­
gotten along with most of the musi­
cians who made them—Sam Morgan, 
Johnny DeDroit, Johnny Bayersdorffer. 
Only when scholars gained access to 
recording company archives in the 
1950s and 1960s were the records dis­
covered. 

Today, they are like the Dead Sea 
Scrolls of American music. Although 
not substantially different from the New 
Orleans bands that had recorded in 
Chicago and New York (e.g., King 
Oliver's Creole Jazz Band, which in­
cluded Louis Armstrong on second cor­
net, and the New Orleans Rhythm 
Kings), they carry us back through time 
to the earliest audible frontiers of New 
Orleans jazz in its original habitat. Be­
hind these records lie a root system of 
culture and history that plunges deep 

and wide into the fiber of American 
civilization, back to 1803 when the 
French flag came down and the Ameri­
can one was hoisted over the diverse 
city called New Orleans. 

New Orleans was the original multi­
cultural city, and jazz would become 
perhaps the first enduring monument 
to genuine American multiculturalism. 
No race, language, or nationality holds 
true title, emotional or otherwise, to 
the creation of jazz. Though the pre­
ponderance of its masters surely have 
been African American, jazz's roots are 
entangled in the fusion of black, white, 
and Creole; African, European, and 
American; spirituals, rhythm, and 
melody. 

"My whole study of New Orleans," 
says jazz historian Richard M. Sudhalter, 
"has left me with the sense that it wasn't 
a matter of white imitators feeding off 

The Union Son's Hall, also called Funky 
Butt Hall, was frequented by many early 
jazz musicians. 

of black progenitors. That idea came 
later. Before 1917, the music we know 
as jazz was pretty much common cul­
tural coin throughout the city among 
both black and white." 

Jazz has reached a point in its his­
tory where it is much beloved, widely 
respected, and, like other historical trea­
sures, seldom enjoyed. Some worry that 
if the New Orleans origins of jazz are to 
become a ward of the Park Service to­
day, can punk, rap, grunge, and Grace-
land be far behind? 

The present proposal to create a New 
Orleans Jazz National Historical Park 
has drawn the attention of Rep. Joel 
Hefley (R-Colo.). Hefley and Rep. Bruce 
Vento (D-Minn.) have sponsored legis-
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Social halls, such as Perseverance, played 
an important role in the development of 
jazz. Many early jazz musicians, including 
Buddy Bolden, played here. 

lation to review the National Park Sys­
tem, what is right with it, what is wrong 
with it, and "to get the pork out," says 
Hefley. Fundamental to this evaluation 
is the question of whether art and cul­
ture are the proper business of an agency 
whose traditional role has been care­
taker to nature, military history, and 
presidential sites. 

At first glance it seems eminently 
logical to extend the park mandate, 
given that American history and cul­
ture are effectively indivisible. And 
surely a park devoted to jazz in the place 
of its birth would seem an ideal candi­
date to join existing cultural park 
projects canonizing American impres­
sionist art at Weir Farm in Connecticut 
as well as literature at a variety of sites, 
including those devoted to Carl 
Sandburg and Edgar Allen Poe. 

"Last year, I tried to amend out the 
mountain music project on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway," says Hefley. "It's not 
what the role of the Park Service really 
is. Neither is the jazz park in New Or­
leans. I would not say the Park Service 
has absolutely no role to play in cul­
ture. But not while the jewels of our 
park system, such as Yellowstone, with 
its infrastructure problems, have to go 
begging because we've included every 
cockamamie thing you can imagine un­
der the Park Service." 

Yet, those who feel that the Park 
Service should confine itself to prairies 
and nature preserves may be missing an 
important point. Culture is not a re­
newable resource. Its shrines live on 
the kindnesses of posterity. The mar­
ketplace has been good to Elvis, as the 
crowds at Graceland prove, and cer­
tainly rock in its various incarnations 
needs no life support initiatives from 
the Park Service. It is well able to erect 
its own shrine in Cleveland. But there is 
a reason for this. The generation that 
first hailed rock and roll 40 years ago is 
barely 50 today. Its numbers along with 
the bonding power of nostalgia remain 

a potent force in the market place. 
But the generation that experienced 

the first New Orleans jazz in the early 
days of the 20th century has long van­
ished. The death of living memories has 
pushed the music across the line in time 
that separates nostalgia from history. It 
is a passage that has cut two ways, strip­
ping jazz of the protections of senti­
ment while at the same time placing it 
on the pedestal of heritage. 

"This is why the park system has a 
50-year rule," says Bruce Craig, execu­
tive director of the Conference of Na­
tional Park Cooperating Associations. 
"It requires that the national impor­
tance of any site, with few exceptions, 
be based on a half-century perspective. 
Thus, the importance of any proposed 
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rock and roll sites or Elvis properties 
would not be considered until the gen­
eration that grew up on that music 
would be greatly diminished." 

In the end, the park system must 
remain flexible. Over the years, it has 
evolved to reflect those things that are 
important to the American people, as 
expressed through Congress. First, it 
was the big national parks. Then in the 
1930s, it started looking after our his­
toric sites as well. Today, our art, mu­
sic, and literature are as much a part of 
our heritage as our military and presi­
dential past. 

John McDonough, who lives in Chicago, 
Illinois, writes about music for the Wall 
Street Journal and Downbeat. 
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Vantage Travel Presents^ 

A THRILLING 13-DAY ADVENTURE 
Featuring Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands... 

A Wealth of Nature & Conservation! 
Quito, Cuenca and Guayaquil, Ecuador; and 

a four-night Galapagos Islands Cruise 

rwtfi 

S2995* S3345LJ3445* 
MIAMI NEW YORK LOS ANGELES 

* Prices arc per person, based on double occupancy including the 
Vantage Early Booking Discount. Please call for additional departure cities. 

For best value reserve by July 15, 1995. 

Y ou'll begin right on the Equator — in intriguing and wonderfully scenic Ecuador. 
Off"the coast, six hundred miles to the west ... lie the astounding Galapagos 

Islands ... rich in unusual flora and fauna. You'll spend four days cruising aboard a first-
class vessel. Witness and learn more — close up — about nature at her most outlandish 
and interesting. From penguins to flamingos, albatross to iguana, observe the rarest of 
species — many only found here. Your out-of-this-world adventure includes airfare from 
Miami, eight days in Ecuador, and five days cruising the Galapagos Islands: San Cristobal 
Island • Tower Island • Santiago Island • Isabela Island • T'crnandina Island • Bartolome 
Island • Santa Cruz Island (Darwin Research Station). Hotel/shipboard accommodations, 
most meals, sight-seeing tours, and services of a Vantage Tour Director and briefings by pro­
fessional naturalists are included. In addition, you can choose an optional visit to Gotopaxi 
National Park. 

CHOOSE FROM TWO DATES 
October 14 through October 26, 1995 

October 21 through November 2, 1995 

M MAKE YOUR 
VACATION 

EVEN MORE SPECIAL... 
with an optional six-night 
post-trip extension to the 

Ecuadorian Jungle 

1 800 833-0899 
Weekdays: 8:30 am - 7 pm 

Saturdays: 9 am - 5 pm 
All hours are Eastern Time 

ror Keservations or 
More Information Call Toll-Free 

! Return to: 
i Vantage Travel Service, Inc. 
I 111 Cypress Street 
! Brookline, MA 02146 
I 

GALAPAGOS 
ADVENTURE 

Please send more information on this wildlife extravaganza. 

Name 

Address Apt. a 

Ciry/State/Zip 

Please call me to discuss this tour: J a m J p m Phone* 

What is your age range, please: 
( ) Under 50 ( ) 50-59 ( ) 60-69 ( ) 70-79 ( ) 80+ (Txm^ 
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A C C E S S 

For Cross 
and Crown 

Remains of Catholic missions are found in parks across 
the Southwest, preserving a chapter of colonial history. 

By M. Katherine Heinrich 

FEWER THAN 50 years after Christo­
pher Columbus claimed a cor­
ner of the New World in the 

name of the Spanish crown, the con­
quistadors mounted expeditions to ex­
plore and claim lands across Mexico 
and from present-day Maine to Florida 
and California. 

In search of Cibola, one of the leg­
endary cities of gold, Coronado set forth 
in 1540 for New Spain's northern fron­
tier with a 1,200-man army and five 
Franciscan friars. Coronado's expedi­
tion traveled as far as the Grand Can­
yon and across the central plains to Kan­
sas before retreating to Mexico without 
finding a trace of gold. 

By the turn of the century, Spain's 
objectives in the New World had be­
come more practical. In 1598 Don Juan 
de Onate, who had been appointed gov­
ernor of the territory of New Mexico, 
set out with a party of 500 colonists, 
including ten Franciscans, to establish 
Spanish settlements along New Spain's 
frontier. Onate's colonial effort faltered. 
He returned to Mexico in disgrace, but 
not before assigning one of the 
Franciscans to Pecos, the most power­
ful of the native pueblos. 

When the territory failed to yield 
riches or lasting colonies, the Francis­
cans, reluctant to abandon the Indians 
they had baptized, persuaded King 
Philip II to maintain the missionary ef­

fort, largely at the expense of the crown. 
The chain of missions in New Spain 
established the Spanish presence on the 
frontier, at a time when other Euro­
pean powers sought to claim and colo­
nize territory in the New World. As 
representatives of the crown, mission­
ary priests were charged with inducting 
Indians into the Catholic faith, secur­

ing their loyalty to the Spanish crown, 
and acquiring access to their lands for 
future settlements. 

Missions were often established 
among civilizations that had flourished 
for centuries before European contact. 
This gave the crown access to the fertile 
lands, cultivated terraces, and irrigation 
systems developed by sophisticated ag­
ricultural communities. The Spaniards 
introduced livestock and new crops and 
gave instruction in European crafts and 
trades. With the help of the Indians, a 
church and convento were built to house 
the mission. But as the missionaries 
sought to transform pueblos into Span­
ish villages—to replace spiritual, eco­
nomic, political, and social customs— 
they found the Indians reluctant to 
abandon their native traditions. 

Mission life was regulated from dawn 
to dark by the ringing of bells—sum­
moning the neophytes to mass, to meals, 
and to work. Indians learned Spanish, 
recited prayers in Latin, and made the 
sign of the cross, yet the priests were 
horrified to learn that native ceremo­
nial practices continued in secret. 

At several mission sites in the Na­
tional Park System, the archaeological 

Fifteenth-century Pecos pueblo ruins at Pecos National Historical Park in New Mexico. 
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Ruins of Las Humanas pueblo and a Spanish mission are preserved at the Gran Quivira 
unit of Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument in New Mexico. 

record —the charred rubble of churches 
and ceremonial kiva chambers—dem­
onstrates the clash between priest and 
pueblo throughout the life of the mis­
sion. The remains of 11 Spanish mis­
sions are preserved in the park system 
across the Southwest. 

P e c o s 
At the time of the Coronado expedi­
tion, the Pecos pueblo was at its peak. 
After hearing of the defeat of the Zuni 
at the hands the Spaniards, Pecos sent 
two emissaries to the Coronado encamp­
ment to make peace and invite the Span­
iards to their pueblo. It stood atop a 
high rock—a rec tangu la r fortress 
around a central plaza with rooms for 
its 2,000 residents stacked four and five 
stories high. Spanish accounts note the 
dominance of Pecos among the pueb­
los and its proficiency in agriculture— 
one of Coronado's men estimated that 
the Pecos granaries held a three-year 
supply of corn. 

Members of the Coronado expedi­
tion, disappointed that the legends of 
riches at the Zuni pueblos ot Cibola 
proved false, were eager to set out for 
Quivira, a city rich with gold described 
by an Indian guide at Pecos. The expe­

dition set out across the plains to Qui­
vira in the spring, led by the guide— 
whom the Spaniards dubbed El Turco, 
"The Turk." Months passed as they 
crossed the rivers and prairie of present-
day Oklahoma and Kansas. When a 
party of soldiers finally reached Quivira, 
it held no more gold than Cibola. After 
confessing that he had led the Span­
iards astray on the plains to die, El 
Turco was executed. Coronado with­
drew and the Pecos pueblo had little 
contact with the Spanish until the ar­
rival of the Franciscan friar Fray Fran­
cisco de San Miguel in 1598 began the 
240-year history of the mission at Pecos. 

Today, a trail winds through unex-
cavated mounds to the 15th-century 
Pecos pueblo ruins and the remains of 
two mission churches, built in the 17th 
and 18th centuries. Food and supplies 
are available in the village of Pecos. 
Other accommodations can be found 
in Santa Fe. For more information, con­
tact Pecos National Historical Park, 
P.O. Drawer 418, Pecos, NM 87552, 
505-757-6414. 

Salinas Pueblo Miss ions 
In the 1600s, Quarai, one of several 
pueblo missions in the Salinas Valley, 

stood at the center of a three-way con­
flict involving the Pueblo Indians' na­
tive religious practices. 

Pueblo spiritual customs centered on 
masked Kachina dances and the kiva, a 
semi-subterranean circular chamber that 
symbolized the Pueblo Indians' connec­
tion to the underworld, where spirits 
resided and from which the Indians' 
ancestors had sprung. 

Missionary priests discouraged what 
they considered pagan idolatry; some 
smashed Kachina masks and destroyed 
kivas. At Quarai, the Franciscans' ef­
forts were undermined by representa­
tives of the Spanish civil authority. 

Under a system known as encom-
ienda, the Quarai mission received pro­
tection from the encomcndero, a Span­
ish colonist who, in return, received trib­
ute in goods from the mission Indians. 
Abuse of this arrangement was com­
mon, and no authority but the mission 
priest would intervene on behalf of the 
Indians. Enmity between priest and civil 
authority escalated until the Franciscans 
brought the alcalde mayor of Salinas be­
fore the Inquisition for encouraging the 
Kachina dances. 

Drought, famine, and epidemics of 
European diseases plagued the pueblos 
in the 1660s. By the 1670s—within 50 
years of the arrival of the Franciscans— 
the Salinas pueblos were abandoned. 

Resentment over the suppression of 
native beliefs provoked the mass Pueblo 
Revolt across New Mexico in 1680, 
which ended in the destruction of mis­
sionary churches, the martyrdom of sev­
eral Franciscans, and the retreat of the 
Spaniards to El Paso, in present-day 
Texas. After the missions were restored 
beginning in 1692, the Franciscans tol­
erated the practice of native rituals along 
with Catholicism, but the change came 
too late for the Salinas pueblos. 

The ruins of the mission at Quarai 
and its sister missions at the pueblos of 
Abo and Las Humanas, now known as 
Gran Quivira, are strung along the Sali­
nas Valley. At Gran Quivira, the south­
ernmost site, the gray limestone ruins 
of two churches and excavated pueblo 
structures can be found. Abo, 34 miles 
north by road, features an unexcavated 
pueblo and the remains of a red sand-
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stone mission church. Quarai, another 
17 miles north, offers the best-preserved 
example of a mission church at the Sali­
nas pueblos. 

Food, supplies, and lodging are avail­
able in the town of Mountainair. For 
more information, contact Salinas Pue­
blo Missions National Monument, P.O. 
Box 496, Mountainair, NM 87036,505-
847-2585. 

Tumacacori 
While Franciscans toiled in the terri­
tory of New Mexico, Jesuit missionar­
ies advanced the Catholic faith and the 
Spanish cause along New Spain's west 
coast, including Baja California and the 
Sonoran desert. By the 1690s, the Jesu­
its had performed tens of thousands of 
baptisms in the region. 

In 1691, Father Eusebio Kino en­
tered the O'odham village of Tuma­
cacori. The O'odham, known to the 
Spaniards as Pimas or Sobafpuris, had 
heard of Kino's generosity with seeds 
and livestock and sent messengers to 
invite the Jesuits to their village. Kino 
established the mission San Cayetano 
de Tumacacori and, the following day, 
Mission San Gabriel in the nearby vil­
lage of Guevavi. Tumacacori became a 
visita, or satellite parish of Guevavi and 
would operate without a resident mis­
sionary for nearly 80 years. 

King Carlos III expelled the Jesuits 
from all reaches of his empire in 1767, 
and Franciscans were assigned to con­
tinue the missionary effort in the region 
known as the Pimeria Alta. 

The park includes the Franciscans' 
nearly completed mission church at 
Tumacacori and its convento, the nearby 
mission at Guevavi, and the later visita 
parish of Calabazas. Twice yearly, a his­
toric High Mass in the traditional style 
of the 17th and 18th centuries is cel­
ebrated at Tumacacori. Weekends bring 
artisans from both sides of the U.S.­
Mexican border to demonstrate tradi­
tional local crafts. 

Food, supplies, lodging, and other 
services are available in Tucson and in 
smaller communities closer to the park 
on both sides of the border. For more 
information, contact Tumacacori Na­
tional Historical Park, P.O. Box 67, 

Mission San Jose at San Antonio Missions National Historical Park in Texas. San Jose was 
the largest of the Texas missions. 

Tumacacori, AZ 85640, 602-398-2341. 

San Antonio Missions 
In response to French exploration along 
the Mississippi River Valley, Spanish 
friars established six missions along New 
Spain's eastern frontier in 1690. The 
missions' isolation—a three-month jour­
ney from the capital in Mexico City— 
left them vulnerable. Mission San An­
tonio de Valero, now known as the Ala­
mo, was established as a way station on 
the San Antonio River in 1718. 

The following year the French forced 
the Spaniards to abandon the east Texas 
missions, and the missionaries took ref­
uge at Mission San Antonio. By 1731 a 
chain of five missions, three of them 
relocated from east Texas, operated 
along the San Antonio River—popu­
lated by native recruits representing 150 
cultural groups. 

Mission San Jose, founded in 1720, 
quickly grew prosperous and became 
the largest of the Texas missions. An 
acequia irrigation system boosted agri­
cultural production, and the mission 
sold the surplus to the growing settle­
ments around the military presidio and 
villa of San Antonio. The mission's hold­
ings included El Rancho Atascoso, 
about 30 miles to the south, where In­
dian vaqueros, or cowboys, tended to 

1,500 cattle, 5,000 sheep and goats, and 
herds of mules and horses. 

After Mexico won independence 
from Spain in 1821, Texas became a 
Mexican province, and the San Anto­
nio missions were fully secularized— 
the parishes turned over to the local 
clergy, their lands and property divided 
among their residents, and the remain­
der sold. 

The mission churches of San Jose, 
Concepcion, Espada, and San Juan re­
main active today. Their spartan lime­
stone facades were once brilliantly fres­
coed with geometric designs; visitors 
can view original interior paintings at 
Concepcion. The park also preserves a 
reconstructed mission compound at San 
Jose, sections of the mission fields, or 
labores, and the remains of the 15-mile 
acequia system that provides irrigation 
to local farmers to this day. The Alamo, 
which is not part of the park system, is 
nearby. 

Camping, lodging, food, and supplies 
are available in the city of San Antonio. 
For more information, contact San An­
tonio Missions National Historical Park. 
2202 Roosevelt Ave., San Antonio, TX 
78210,210-229-5701. 

M. Katherine Heinrich is editorial assis­
tant for National Parks. 
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Guardians of the Parks 
Guardians of the Parks, a history of 
NPCA's first 75 years, will be published 
in May. In the book, park historian John 
C. Miles chronicles NPCA's develop­
ment from its origin as the National 
Parks Association in 1919 through de­
cades of its battles to shape and defend 
the National Park System. 

Guardians of the Parks traces 
NPCA's history of cooperation and con­
frontation with the National Park Ser­
vice, recording the association's tri­
umphs and frustrations in its never-end­
ing mission to preserve the best of the 
nation's natural, cultural, and historic 
resources. 

NPCA members can order a copy of 
the book—which will retail for $29.95— 
at a discount price of $19.95, plus ship­
ping. To order, call Susan Hawley at 1-
800-NAT-PARK, extension 215. 

Exploring Our National Parks... 
A revised and expanded version of Ex­
ploring Our National Parks and Monu­
ments will be released in June by NPCA 
in cooperation with Roberts Rinehart 
Publishers. First published in 1947, the 
book was written by the late Devereux 
Butcher, executive secretary of the Na­
tional Parks Association and editor of 
National Parks in the 1940s and 1950s. 

Exploring Our National Parks and 
Monuments has been updated by NPCA 
Fellow Russ Butcher, Dev Butcher's son. 
The new edition features more than 300 
black and white photographs and de­
scriptive details about the National Park 
System, including all national parks, the 
natural and archaeological monuments, 
and new units added to the system in 
recent years. Entries describe each 
park's physical features and offer infor­
mation on access, roads and trails, sup­
plies and accommodations, and contacts 
for further information. Check with 
your local bookstore, or call 1-800-352-
1985 to order a copy. 

NPCA would like to thank the na­
tional agencies and organizations 
whose support helped to make 1995 
the most successful year yet for 
March for Parks: 

America the Beautiful Fund 
American Volkssport Association 

Blooms Across America 
Camp Fire Boys & Girls 

Earth Day XXV 
Girl Scouts of America 
National Association of 

Interpretation 
National Association of 

Secondary School Principals 
National Association of State Park 

Directors 
National Park Service 

National Recreation and Park 
Association 

National Tree Trust 
Partners in Parks 
Scenic America 

U.S. Junior Chamber of 
Commerce 

National Park Week 
The National Park Service invites the 
public to join in the celebration of Na­
tional Park Week May 22-28, 1995. 
This year National Park Week empha­
sizes the educational value of the Na­
tional Park System. Park units nation­
wide are planning special events to in­
volve visitors and the local community. 

America's 
First 

Silver 
Dollar 

Real legal tender of the 
13 Colonies and early U.S. 

Struck in silver-rich New Spain 
from 1772 to 1825, these magnifi­
cent silver dollars were popularly 
used in the 13 Colonies and 
remained official legal tender 
in the United States until 1857. 
Denominated 8 Reales (or 8 bits), 
they were the most favored trade 
silver dollars in the world. Clipper 
ships carried them to China, where 
our Fine quality was found, 
bearing "chopmarks" of Chinese 
merchants who tested the silver. 
Each big 39mm .903 fine silver 
dollar comes with a certificate of 
authenticity. While supplies last, 
prices are as follows: 1 coin, $75; 
3 coins, $199 (Order #7144A). 

Add just $2 for postage and 
handling. Special presentation 
cases for individual coins are $2.50 
each. 100% satisfaction guarantee: 
full 30-day return privilege. To 
order by credit card, call toll-free 
1-800-451-4463 at any time. Or 
send a check or money order to: 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge Street, Box 218, Dept. 3239 

Montpelier, VT 05601 
1-800-451-4463 

Serving collectors for 21 years 3239 
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If it's different it's probably from 
California. Like getting personalized 
vacation suggestions. 

Just call I-800-462-2543 ext 21, then 
press the key of the vacation category 
you're interested in. You'll be receiving 
free recommendations (like a friend's 

inside tips) via fax or mail. 
So whether it's nature outings, family 

fun and sun trips, sports adventures, or 
romantic getaways, call or write us. 
And find the vacation 
ideas you couldn't quite 
put your finger on. 

C A L I F O R N I A 
Dept.L P.O.Box 1499 Sacramento, CA 95812-1499 

Put Your Signature on the 
Environmental Bill of Rights 
Every American has the right to a safe 
and healthy environment. We urge all 
elected officials to protect that right. We 
oppose any measures that would roll back 
the environmental progress of the last 25 
years. We commit ourselves to support 
the following simple principles, and will 
hold public officials accountable for their 
stewardship of the planet. 
I. Prevent pollution. Every American is 
entitled to air, water, food, and commu­
nities free from toxic chemicals. Govern­
ment policies and regulatory standards 
must prevent pollution before it happens, 
expand citizens" right to know about 
toxics, and guarantee protection for citi­
zens. 
II. Preserve America's national heri­
tage, wild and beautiful, for our children 
and future generations. Wildlife, forests, 
mountains, prairies, wetlands, rivers, 
lakes, historic sites, urban parks and open 
space, oceans, and coastlines are all part 
of our national heritage. 
III. End the giveaways of public assets, 
such as mineral, timber, grazing, and fish­
ery resources. End the subsidies for oil 
and energy companies. Polluters should 
pay to clean up the mess they create. No 
one has the right to use property in a way 
that degrades the surrounding commu­
nity. We reject the idea that good neigh­
bors must pay bad ones not to pollute. 

IV. Conserve America's natural re­
sources by controlling waste, increasing 
energy efficiency, and protecting against 
overuse and abuse. Encourage sustain­
able technologies that meet human needs 
without destroying the environment. 
V. Get the big money out of politics. 
No more government for sale. Let's take 
our government back from big campaign 
contributors who control it today. 

SIGNATURE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY. STATE. ZIP 

Please sign and return hy June 20. 1995 to: 
| Environmental Rights Activist Network. 
I P.O. Box 52968. Boulder. CO 80322-2968 

48 May/June 1995 

Push for 
better nature 

outings. 
U 000 00 00001] 

LEATHERMAN 
World's finest compact multi-purpose tools. 

LEATHERMAN TOOL GROUP. INC. PO. Box 20595 Portland, Oregon 97220 Tel: (503)253-7826 

Wherever adventure takes you, 
one tool is all you need! 

Needlenose pliers 
Regular pliers 

(Wire cutters 
Knife blade 
Can/bottle opener 

.4 screwdrivers 
IvIetalWood file 
Awl. punch " 
Ruler 

Only 5 ounces 
Folds to just 
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Recreation Trends Symposium 
NPCA and the National Park Service, 
along with other federal and state agen­
cies and nonprofit organizations, have 
signed on to cosponsor the 4th Interna­
tional Outdoor Recreation and Tour­
ism Trends Symposium, to be held May 
14-17 in St. Paul, Minnesota. Every five 
years since 1980, this series of symposia 
has brought together public and pri­
vate land managers with researchers, 
planners, and business people to ex­
plore current trends in tourism and out­
door recreation. 

Through plenary sessions, work­
shops, and field excursions, participants 
in the symposium will address the im­
plications of recreation trends for policy, 
management, and planning for the fu­
ture. For information about participat­
ing in the conference, call 1-800-367-
5363. 

It's a Bird, It's a Plane! 
With a grant from the Lyndhurst Foun­
dation, NPCA's Southeast Regional 
Office has launched a public awareness 
campaign on aircraft overflights at Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. "Edu­
cating the public about the effects of 
sightseeing overflights is the first step 
in resolving this issue," said NPCA 
Southeast Regional Director Don 
Barger. 

As part of the campaign, a fact sheet 
detailing the effects of overflights on 
the Smokies is being distributed along 
with the park's aircraft observation re­
port forms. According to Barger, hik­
ers often grumble about aircraft intrud­
ing on their visit to the park, but few 
know how to file an official complaint. 

Correction 
Page 27 of NPCA's 1994 Annual Re­
port incorrectly identified the Southern 
Appalachian Mountain Initiative 
(SAMI) as an organization established 
by NPCA and a coalition of 20 other 
conservation and public health groups. 
SAMI is an eight-state regional air qual­
ity initiative established by the Envi­
ronmental Protection Agency. NPCA 
is part of a coalition to push for positive 
action from SAMI. 

Thanks for the Feedback 
NPCA offers its thanks to more than 
40,000 members who took the time to 
complete and return the survey attached 
to the January/February 1995 issue of 
National Parks. NPCA initiated the sur­
vey as part of its long-term strategic 
planning; the strong response will help 
guide the association in planning for 
park protection into the 21st century. 

During the past two years, 83 per­
cent of respondents have visited at least 
one unit of the National Park System. 
Although members enjoy visiting and 
supporting the parks, more than half of 
the survey participants—52 percent— 
believe that in the future, the national 
parks will not enjoy the protected sta­
tus they do today. Nevertheless, NPCA 
members are prepared to put their 
money where their mouth is for the 
parks: 69 percent of respondents would 
add a dollar to their federal tax pay­
ment if a check-off for the parks were 
available on the tax form. An even larger 
majority—82 percent—would willingly 
pay higher park entrance fees if the 
funds stayed either in the individual 
park units or within the Park Service. 

Good Credit 
NPCA MasterCard and VISA Gold 
cardholders should note that their ac­
counts are now being serviced by First 
Fidelity Bank, N.A. First Fidelity pur­
chased the Bank of Baltimore, which 
originally issued the NPCA credit card. 
There are no changes in the terms and 
conditions of your card. Please call 1-
800-252-9002 if you have any comments 
or questions regarding your account. 

To apply for an NPCA credit card, 
with an image of grizzly bears, a Civil 
War cannon, or Arches National Park, 
call the number above. Please specify 
that you would like to apply for the 
NPCA credit card and your choice of 
images. When you receive your card, 
please make sure that it carries the im­
age you requested. Look for the NPCA 
name to ensure that you received the 
only credit card that supports NPCA's 
park protection efforts. Remember, last 
year NPCA cardholders helped gener­
ate $140,000 to help our national parks. 

NPCA Online 
NPCA Opens Web Site 

NPCA has opened a World Wide 
Web site on the Internet. The 
NPCA Web site provides access 
to information about NPCA and 
the national parks, selected ar­
ticles from National Parks and The 
ParkWatcher, and current NPCA 
press releases. If you have a Web 
browser, you can find NPCA at: 
http://www.npca.com/pub/npca/. 

NPCA is also posting press re­
leases and other park-related in­
formation on the newsgroup 
talk.environment. 

NPCA continues its presence 
on CompuServe, America Online, 
and Prodigy. 

CompuServe: Type GO NPCA 
at any CompuServe prompt. 
NPCA members are eligible for a 
free introductory CompuServe 
membership. Call 1-800-524-
3388, representative 156. 

America Online: NPCA main­
tains message boards on Network 
Earth and Time Online (National 
Affairs). 

Prodigy: Look for NPCA on the 
Science and Environment BB or 
use Prodigy's Web browser to 
reach the NPCA Web site. 

For more information about 
NPCA Online, send e-mail to: 

natparks@aol.com 
or call 202-223-6722 and ask for 
Michael McCoy at extension 119 
or Davinder Khanna at extension 
110. 

NPCA urges members with e-
mail addresses to send them to 
us at natparks@aol.com. 

Next Issue... 
The July/August issue will feature 
stories on big cats, the Visitor Ex­
perience and Resource Protection 
Program at Zion National Park, 
and a scientific study at Crater 
Lake National Park. "Access" will 
look at parks with sand dunes. 
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Great Gift Idea 
SAVE ON YOUR LONG DISTANCE CALLS AND 

HELP PRESERVE OUR NATIONAL PARKS! 

NPCA Prepaid Telecards offer you 
the following features: 
• Save up to 52% on your Long Distance calls 
• A portion of proceeds are given to SPCA to 

support tfx'ir continued efforts in the 
preservation of our national parks 

• Highly collectible Sational Park Series 
• So coins required, no monthly phone bill 
• 800 number for recharging on major credit card 
• Smart gift idea for students, travelers, collectors 

the Imled IMon Denoti, Ataka Tdword rs the fourth in the 
HKi N(^M Sens. Ox <itefoMi\CfWvQ(<iet1iia 
wound the world, the series w i depict 13 spectnidor pais . 
Each card is numbered, dated and lettered The complete set w i 
spel out 'NAIIONAL W A V Start vow cofectica nowi 

ORDER YOUR 
LIMITED EDITION 

•10 N P C A TELECARDS TODAY 

ORDERS ONLY 

1-800-987-5330 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

I 2 0 9 6 8 3 0 8 6 8 

24 HOUR FAX • 209-658-8004 ot mail credit card info, check or money otdet poyoble to 
SIERRA FONECARD COMPANY, PO. BOX 2080, OAKHURST, CA 93644-2080 

- I MasterCard QUANTITY x s| 0.00 = 
- I Visa SHIPPING/HANDLING 
_1 Check TOTAL 
_ l Money Ordet 

Expiration Date 

2.75 

NPCA TELECARDS 

Grand Canyon Yosemite Vcfev Everalodes Denali_ 

Authorized Signotuie_ 

Name 

Address 

HUP PRESERVE AHD SUPPORT OUR NATIONAL PARKS 

WITH l.mMd I,l<„.„, NPCA PREPAID TELECARDS 

City, Stole, Zip 

Phone ( ) 

Five Reasons Why Our WalkFit Is 
Better Than Walking Outdoors. 

Reason I: WalkFit 
exercises muscles ordinary 
walking misses. 
Because 65% of your muscles are 

located above your hips, we designed 

the WalkFit with an uppef-body 

exerciser that adjusts separately from 

the, nonmotorized treadmill deck 

that works your legs. This allows you 

to condition more of your major 

muscle groups than hy simply walking 

or using a conventional treadmill. 

You get a true total-hody workout. 

Reason 2: WalkFit helps 
you reach your fitness goals faster. 
WalkFit has an innovative upper-body exerciser that 

utilizes more of your muscles so it helps you burn off 

calories, hody fat and reduce stress. Plus, research shows 

the WalkFit burns an average of 53% more calories than 

ordinary treadmills. 

Reason 31 You never have to worry 
about the weather. 
The WalkFit* exerciser gives you more freedom to get in 

shape because you can plan your workout around your 

schedule, in the comfort and security of your home. 

NordicTrack's 

WALKFIT 

Reason 4: WalkFit 
saves you time. 
Total-body exercise, like you get 

on WalkFit, exercises all your major 

muscle groups, unlike ordinary walking 

outdoors. So you'll get a more complete 

workout in less time. 

Reason 5: WalkFit is an 
easy and safe way to exercise. 
Just step on and enjoy the smooth low-

impact rhythm as yctur arms move with 

the pace of your stride. And because it's 

nonmotorized, you control the intensity 

of your workout. 

Call Today And Walk Away With 
The Easiest Total-Body Workout! 

Best o/aii, it's from NordicTrack, a CML Company'. 

FREE Video and Brochure! 

R E V I E W S 

ADT 

T HE AMERICAN Discovery Trail 
Explorer's Guide is sort of like 
the yellow pages of the tele­

phone book: chock-full of information, 
but not something you would want to 
curl up with for a good, long read. 

The guide explores the 6,357-mile 
American Discovery Trail (ADT)—now 
under consideration by Congress as a 
National Scenic Trail—from its start at 
Cape Henlopen State Park in Delaware 
to its end just north of Point Reyes Na­
tional Seashore in California. 

Reese Lukei, listed as general editor, 
is also the national coordinator for the 
ADT, which links the Appalachian and 
Pacific Crest trails and the North Coun­
try and Continental Divide trails. 

The book is full of historical and 
cultural tidbits as well as information 
about where to find the best ice cream 
or where to camp or bed down for the 
night after a long hike along the road­
ways, pathways, trails, and sidewalks 
that make up the coast-to-coast trail. 

The state-by-state breakdowns in­
clude tips about crossing certain high­
ways and bridges, such as hitching a 
ride across the Chesapeake Bay Bridge 
in Maryland because it prohibits pedes­
trians and bicyclists, or securing your 
belongings before venturing across the 
windy Golden Gate Bridge in San Fran­
cisco, California. 

The ADT "provides the opportunity 
to travel parts of the routes used by 
[those] who settled our country and 
links these immigrant and commerce 
trails into a nationwide system—a sys­
tem of 'Trails for all Americans.'" 

American Discovery Trad Explorer's 
Guide, paperback, $14.95; published by 
Johnson Books, Boulder, Colorado; 
303-443-1679. 

—Linda M. Rancourt 
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Call 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 4 1 - 7 5 1 2 Ex,. 3W2H5 
or write: NordicTrack, Dept. 3W2E5 

104 Peavey Road, Chaska, MN 55318-2355 

Name ' 

Street J 

City State Zip . 

Phone( ) 
©1995 NordicTrack, Inc., A CML Company • All rights reserved. • 
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BOOKS 

SECRET STORY OF (BEAT SMOKY MIX YTAIYS W T N M L PARK 
• bistort • railroads • lumbering • lore • 

•fieldguides • maps • pbolos • 

WHISTLE OVER THE exci( i ^ 
MOUNTAIN excl , inRne* ,KH)k-

^ £ S S CRAPHKOM PRESS 513.767.1916 
aramasm P . O . B O I 6 . Yellow Springs. OH 45387 

S2250-.S3.S&H Ohio residents add $1.35 lax 

CAREERS/EMPLOYMENT 

Environmental Careers 
Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non­
profit, private. & government employers.Two issues each 
month list opportunities nationwide. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Animal lovers! 
Home study prepares you for great jobs 

* in animal care and veterinary assistance. 
• Free career literature: 800-223-4542 . 

School of Animal Science, Dept. CCF442 
PCDI, 6065 Roswell Rd.. Atlanta, GA 30328 

OUTDOOR CAREERS ! 
IN CONSERVATION! 

Home study. Qualify for great 
environmental careers in conser­
vation, wildlife and natu­
ral resource programs, 
parks, zoos, and more. 

Do what you love and 
get paid for it! Taught 
one-on-one by con­
servation profes­
sionals. Free ca­
reer literature: 
send or call 24 
hours a day. ^*v.'.i 

CALL 800-223-4542 
Name 

Address 

City Stale Zip 

Afle P h o n e d 4 

THE SCHOOL OF 
CONSERVATION 

Dept. NNF442, 6065 Roswell Road 
PCDI, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

I - I 

OPTICS 

FREE Binocular Buying Guide 
CALL 1-800-624-8107 
Sesf Prices on Bausch & Lomb, ^ 
Leica, Nikon, Zeiss and More! 
National Camera Exchange 
Golden Valley. MN (612)546-6831 

Binoculars, Spotting Scopes 
Tripods & Accessories 

Lcica * Zeiss * Swarosski • Bausch & l.omh 
Nikon • Kama • Swifl • Bu.hrk.-ll • Hatfield 

Brunton * leupold * Cclcslron • Op Tech 
Bogen ' Bums • Fujinon * Sow loots 

Magellan * Gcrtier ' Svsiss Amis * Spydeivu 
Discount Crier list & Comprehensive Calatog 

EAGLE OPTICS 
716 S. Whitnei Was - Madison. Wl 5.1711 iMMCl 271-4751 

PRODUCTS/GEAR 

Y e l l o w H t o n e P a r k aaracl 
I . i l l I t - I t . , - ! • . . . • • I t n l l l . I . * - I « l 

Tour T a p e * 
60 ininulo casset te tapas ate now avai lable laaturing highlights 
hom trio award-winnning T o u i G u i d a CO Rom Audio Tour ol 
Yellowstone National Park and the newest Little Bighorn Batflafieid 
Tour. Discover storiat about the history, geology, ecology, and 
culture ol these locations 
For a t ree b r o c h u r e 
A aud io d e m o n s t r a t i o n : 
To p lace an o r d e r : 

Tout Information Syslo 

(800)247 1213 

( 8 0 0 ) 5 4 9 - 3 8 8 3 

it, P.O. Box 360?, Mil i..i,U. Ml SunOS 

ENERGY FOR LIFE 
Eat the most nutrient rich natural food on earth. 
Experience more energy and mental clarity, 
strengthen your immune system, cleanse your 
digestive & elimindtive systems naturdlly. 
Nature's most perfectly balanced food. Free 
tdpe & information. (800) 484-2232 x2569 

Distributorships available. 

The One Accessory 
Every RV Needs. 

With the world's 
largest selection 
of RV accessories 
and supplies, the 
Camping World 
catalog is a must 
for every RV. 
It's like having 
a store next 

door. Shop 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. Call today for a FREE catalog. 

1-800-626-5944 

CAMPING WQRLD 

Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, Zion, 
Arches, Yosemite, Rocky Mountain 
and the list goes on - 125 maps of over 45 National 

Parks plus recreation areas throughout the USA 

"Perhaps the best topographic maps of national 
parks are being produced by Trails Illustrated" 

Spokane ( hrontcle 

"The nicest topos we've ever seen" 
Hackpacker Magazine 

"...accurate, weather-worthy" , 
Outside Magazine 

'...handsomely illustrated" 
The Denver Post 

'...a boon" 
USA Weekend 

For a free 
catalog, contact 
Trails Illustrated 

PO Box 3610 
— m. CO 80439 

00)962-1643 

Trails Illustrated - More than a map 
Sold around the world - Ask for them by name 

™iLSIILUSTR4TEDK 

100% Guaranteed 
100% Effective 
100% Chemical-free 
NATURAL BUG REPELLENT 

Halurolly Free insect repellent repels (leas, 
mosquitoes, black flies, gnats, daggers, 
among others, guaranteed! Contains all 
natural ingredients including: cedar 

wood.cilronello and eucalyptus oils - NO D.E.E.T! 

Two sizes: 2 oz. S4.95, 8 oz. $11.95 (spray or flip lop) 
Shipping/Handling: S0I0/S2. , S10-25/S3., S25-50/S4. 

NATURALLY FREE 
RT 4, Box 4753, Shelburne, VT 05482 • 802-985-5601 

Grizzly Gear Keeps your food away from bears!' 
Our simple one-rope, two-pulley system wilt hoist 
250 be of gear out of any bear's reach' With quality 

I engineering and the finest anodized aluminum 
'components, this complete kit will withstand the 

harshest camping condtoons' 559 95 (+S&H) 
no-rtak, 60-day, money-back guarantee 

To order or request information, call l-BOO-215-6733 (MC/Visa) 
^orwnlc Gnnly Geir, 7767 E Quaker K.I. i hvhanl Part. NY I4I27X 

I - PLAINS INDIAN CEREMONIAL PIPES - | 
O w n an authent ic , spiritual symbol o f 
w e s t e r n history. Handcra f ted exclusively 
by N a t i v e A m e r i c a n artisans f r o m 
tradi t ional sacred quarr ies . 

Free brochure 
-800-500-6679 

Jumper S p r . n p ™ , D e p t NPIO. I 4 Irvne Par*. SL Paul. M N SS I 02 

http://Bu.hrk.-ll
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Intriguing and Unique Stationery 

i oul] rally love our envelope! end •tttwocty made from 
government surplus topographic maps. (Even non-map lovers 
arc intrigued by our Xicolopcs*™) A truly inspired recycling 
idea? "Geoloptt"™ come in various sizes and meet U.S.P.S. 
requirements. \X'c guarantee your correspondents will open the 
mail when they sec this unique, fascinating item. Very 
affordable. Free samples. New England Cartographies. P.O. 
Box9369-N. North Amherst, MA 01059. (4111 549-4124. 

RESORTS 

nuncio ^ 

& GLACIERS! 
Explore the wonders of America's 

largest National Park from the comfort 
of our first-class contemporary lodge. 

KENNICOTT 
GLACIER LODGE 

l -S<!0 -582-5128<^e 
Box M3MS-NP, Anchorage, AK "9510 

VIRGIN ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK 
ST.JOHN.USVI 
PELICANS PERCH, 
A SWEET COTTAGE 
MINUTES FROM PARK 
SLEEPS FOUR; PRIVACY, 
CHARM & GLORIOUS VIEW. 

708-328-3897 

* Star Hill Inn * 
an astronomer's retreat in the rockies 
The Ideal vacation getaway! 7 charming cottages, 200 
wooded acres, 7300' elev. Near 2 NWR, Nat'l Forests, 
270* sp. birds, Santa Fe, skiing, private, fireplaces. On-
site observatory, rental 'scopes, ast. & ornith. wksbps. 
Star Hill Inn NP, Sapello NM 87745, 505)425 5605 

TOURS/TRAVEL 

PUT SOMI MAGIC I N YOUR Lire! RAI i IDAHO'S MIDDLC 
FORK SALMON, SNAKE I N HELLS CANYON OO IHEUPPER 
AMAZON I N EQUADOR. HIKE THE ROCKIES, TREK HEPAL 

OR OARGE THE CANALS OF FRANCE. 

WILDERNESS SOUTHEAST 
711 SANDTOWN SD 

SAVANNAH. GA 31410 
<9I2)897-510« 

W o r l d w i d e B i k i n g , W a l k i n g , Runn ing , 

Cross-Country Sk i ing & Mul t i -Spor t Vacations 

F O R FREE C A T A L O G S C A L L 

1 - 8 0 0 - G O - A C T I V E 

510-527-1555or Fax: 510-527-1444 
1 Sir. Sth St., Suite A401 Berkeley, CA 94710-1740 

GRAND CANYON 
STEAM TRAIN ADVENTURE 

Authentic steam trains from Williams, Ariz. 
Beautiful scenery, historical sites, live Western 
entertainment, and the breathtaking Grand 
Canyon make this an unforgettable adventure. 

Leave driving & parking worries 
behind! 

Great overnight package deals, call 

your travel agent or 1-800-THE TRAIN. 

GRAND CANYON RAILWAY 
Preserving our national heritage. 

The world's #1 active travel company 

BACKROADS 

DENALI 
KENAI FJORDS • WRANGELL-ST. ELIAS 

NATIONAL PARKS 

• G u i d e d N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Safar is 
S i n c e 1 9 7 7 

• D e n a l i B a c k c o u n t r y L o d g e 
W i t h i n Denali Nat ional Park 

Kan tishna, Alaska 

ALASKA *?*??*»* 
WILDLAND Cotor

fl^
hure 

ADVhNTl Rl-s 

PO Box 389 G.rdwood, Alaska 99587 
8003348730 

Just two weeks can 
make a difference 

Join an Earthwatch expedition to study 
timber wolves in Minnesota, save rainforests 

in Mexico, build solar ovens in Kenya... 

150 leading scientists need your help now on 
two week research projects in fields from 

archaeology to ornithology. Expeditions in 
national parks and worldwide! 

Tax-deductible contributions support the 
research and cover food and lodging expenses. 

No experience necessary. 

EARTHWATIH 
a nonprofit founded in 1972 

(800)776-0188«info@earthwatch.org 

Tours for Active Folks Over 50 
Experience fine hotels & regional 
cuisine as you trek across the West 
with our knowledgeable guides. 
Lodging, meals, ground transport 
included. 

Wralk'n t h e W a s t • 376C Kockrimmon Blvd. 
Colorado Springs. CO 8Q919 - (719) 531 -9577 

SWISS ALPS 
Moderate DAY hiking tours 2 o* * peeks Ride up above tiee 
line and hike down Over 50 optional length hikes basing one 
meek at 10 churning mountain villages in 3 or 4 stai hotels 
Write tor bee brochure 

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS _ 
7831 CI.Ms.de Oi cuulccp-iir £7 

»k,on QH 44313 swissair^ 

A 
L 
A 
s 
K 
A 

I I I - . , . , , . i l l . . 
Okefcnokee Swamp. Paddle 
it... Everglades Kavak coastal 

tieorgia. hike through 
rainforest, m .norkcl the leers 

,,l (tentral America. 
Wilderness adventulee 

emphasizing natural and 
cultural history, and ecology. 

Free catalog. 

a i ' m - w -

\ . (;/rtysrf//- //S/f/r/vtr-i-i 

"in Alaska's newest State Park 

Enjoy photograpliinfi »• doee '"•"W', <*• •VfE8 

conibinHtinn of land and sea wildlife from EAGI.ES 

I.I VI KLETS. KODIAK BROWN BEAR In SEA 
OTTER ami excellent saimoivhalihut fishing, 
FJefbint log lodge and gncst c a b i n with snpcri. 

Iix-al cuisine for 12 guests Floatplane W H 

!

Color limchnn'.lnlemational ivIeivtKvs. 

Radio phone tin: 17s i,l u 
Rov k Shannon Randall 809 ITS 6412 
Seal Bay, AK996OT MP FAXtW-4tttt-tBll 

D R K . A I I r l I T -

DO IT! 
IS 
lis 
• I •-
I J M 
s- © 
A _ ^ 

Rivit ODYSEUVS WCST 
RCHOTC OMMtn WotiDwiw 
Wiistjiss} P0Bo.»9 NP.(tMutit 'A(iw.lD(]li6 

mailto:info@earthwatch.org
http://CI.Ms.de
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s»a 7fT a»r« i 
YELLOWSTONE 
AND SOUTHWEST MONTANA 

WILDERNESS TOURS 
n r m F T T m r ^ Natumlist guided 1-7 da\ tiiutv wildlife 
I U ! l ! £ U 2 i t t l f i l phouVniph>. history, ghosl towns & 

Box 963, Livingston. 
Montana 59047 

more. Small groups, all ages & abilities. 
(all fur a him-hunr! 

Rico Tours " 
Simply Costa Rica 

(800) 280-7426 
• Adventure Travel • Diving Explorations 
• Horse Trekking • Photo Safaris 
• Sailing Safaris • Beach Vacations 
• Nature Tours • National Park Tours 
• Volcano Tours * White Water Rafting 

* Customized Itineraries 
an AnArrvw AMI T'avrl. In* Company 

Archaeology Tours—Southwest Rock Art: Santa Fe, 
Canyon de Chelly, Utah. San Juan River trip: ruins and 
canyons of southeastern Utah. Ohio moundbuilders: 
Hopewell mounds, huge geometric earthworks. Sonoran 
desert: Hohokam ruins, Spanish missions. Arizona. 
Northern Mexico. First Class. Expert guides. 

TheRichocoloolcol consecuancu 
\530t Central NE. * 1218 Albuquerque, 

X NM 871C8 (505) 266-1540 

Southwest Ed-Ventures 
• Chaco Canyon. Mesa Verde, Canyon 

De Chelley, Lake Powell and more 
• Archaeology. Geology, Wilderness. 

Environmental and Cultural Studies 
• River Trips, Backpacking. Van Tours, and 

Basecamp Hiking - 4 days to 2 weeks 
Four Corners School of Outdoor Education 
800-525-4456 FREE CATALOG 801-587-2156 

HistoryAmerica TOURS 
presents a unique learning tour 

of the Old West 

Kit Carson: 
Trailing the Legendary Scout 

August 21-27, 1995 
Host city: Albuquerque 

led by HISTORIAN GUIDE 
Mike Koury, owner of 

The Old Army Press 
HIGHLIGHTS WILL INCLUDE: 

Canyon de Chelly 
Kit Carson's home and 

Martinez Hacienda in Taos 
Fort Garland 

Boggsville 
Bent's Old Fort 

Cimarron's historic St. James Hotel 
Rayada 

The Governor's Palace in Santa Fe 

for a free brochure contact 
HistoryAmerica TOURS 
1-800-628-8542 

Classic River Adventures 

I D A H O 
O R E G O N 

C A L I F O R N I A 

1 to 12 day River Trips 

Call for free catalog and friendly advice 

1-800-652-ECHO 

ECHO: THE WILDERNESS C O M P A N Y 
S529P Telegraph Atv Oakland. CA 94609 

Fiu 510-652-5987 t-mail:74627.121S9cempnurvexom 

lii Alaska, dnii'l miss 

See more wildlife, including whales and colorful 
puffins. Cruise to the face of an active tidewater 
glacier. Learn more about the natural wonders of 
Alaska, and benefit from our 20 years of 
experience in Kenai Fjords. 

FCENAI FJORDS 
T O U R S 

Call for FREE Trip Planning Information 

(800) 478-8068 
P.O. Box 1889 - Dcpl. NP Seward. AK 9966 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Walkabouts 

Nature. Hiking & the Outdoors 
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track; Australia's Outback, 
Tropical North, & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CO. 
_ Box 3042-P, Santa Barbara. CA 93130 

5 7 9 F B05) 687 12*2 

HUDSON BAY COAST 
Summer Polar Bear Viewing Excursions 

Historical & Wildlife Photo Tours 
TUummdmmm Safrvu /tdoc*tuica Jltd 

#A-I70 Harbison Ave W.. Winnipeg 
MB. Canada. R2L 0A4 (204) 667-1611 

s-^ SpecttBRQ M AMQ MVWQTt Tovt • N 
An experience ol a lifetime in pristine Katmai National \ 

Park and trie Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. 14 people ^ 

per trip. Assured bear viewing, abundanl wildlife, marine life \ 
n and a variety of birds. Outstanding photo 

opportunities. 

For more information, 
8 0 0 - 7 6 2 - 5 6 3 4 (USA) 

907-486-2628 • Failine: 907-488-5666 • P.O. Box 8630 • Kodiak. AK 99615 

Getting Too Many 
Conservation 
Mailings? 

Occasionally, on a limited and 
selective basis, NPCA makes its 
membership list available to other 
organizations whose goals and 
programs might interest you. 

If you prefer not to be included 
with the names we make available, 
let us know and we will remove 
your name from the list. 

Just attach a current label from 
National Parks magazine and send 
it to us at the address below. 

We'd like to assist you 
with your membership 
concerns! 

] I missed an issue of National 
Parks magazine (please specify) 

7JI am receiving duplicate mailings 
(please include both mailing labels) 

I changed my name or address 
(please indicate your change below) 

JPlease do not exchange my name 

Identification number 

Name 

Address 

City, State, & Zip 

If your membership concern is not 
addressed above, please write or 
call us at 1-800-NAT-PARK. 
Attach the mailing label from the 
latest issue and mail to: 

(Place label here) 
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P A R K P U R S U I T 

Park Overpasses 

PARK PURSUU tests your knowledge 
of the history and the natural 
resources represented within the 

National Park System. Clues can be 
found in past issues of the magazine, in 
books, or in literature about the parks. 

The May / June quiz focuses on 
bridges found within the units of the 
National Park System, and information 
has been provided to aid you in identi­
fying the places depicted. The national 
parks contain a variety of historic high­
ways and bridges, the focus of a His­
toric American Engineering Record 
(HAER) exhibit at the Department of 
Interior building in Washington, D.C., 
this past spring. 

Last year marked the 25th anniver­
sary of the HAER of the National Park 

Service (NPS). HAER was established 
in 1969 under a three-way agreement 
involving NPS, the American Society 
of Construction Engineers, and the Li­
brary of Congress. HAER's purpose is 
to survey and document America's his­
toric, industrial, engineering, and trans­
portation resources through measured 
and interpretive drawings as well as 
other means. Many of the historic struc­
tures inventoried by HAER are in the 
National Park System. 

Before the introduction of the autos, 
many national parks were inaccessible 
except to the hardiest of adventurers. 
Along with automobiles came the need 
for roads and bridges to carry visitors 
into the parks. Although in recent years 
the influx of traffic traveling these high­

ways has become a hardship for some 
parks, many of the bridges and road­
ways are awesome feats of engineering 
and architecture. Some roadways were 
built using only manual labor, and some 
bridges are works of art. While the traf­
fic jams may not be appreciated, the 
effort and creativity that went into de­
signing and executing these construc­
tion feats should be. 

If you are unable to wait until the 
next issue for the answers, call our 900 
number from a touch-tone phone (see 
page 8). Answers to the March/April 
quiz are: 1. Ozark National Scenic 
Riverways, Missouri; 2. Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal National Historical Park, 
Maryland; 3. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., 
Memorial Parkway, Wyoming. 

1 At one time, park 
visitors could fish 
from this timber 
trestle bridge. But 
cutthroat trout spawn 
in the gravelly area 
beneath it, and 
fishing is no longer 
allowed. The bridge 
spans a river with the 
same name as the 
park. What is the 
name of the bridge, 
and what national park 
site is this? 
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2. This Neoclassical 
bridge provides a 
monumental 
connection between 
two national park 
units. The bridge also 
links two national 
parkways that today 
are used as commuter 
routes to and from 
this busy Eastern 
city. What is the 
name of the bridge? 

3 This viaduct is a famous 
feat of civil engineering. 
Much care was taken to 
sculpt both the parkway 
and the viaduct into the 
surrounding landscape. 
The goal was to leave the 
impression of a park 
without borders. Rather 
than just providing 
spectacular mountain 
views, the parkway was 
intended to expose 
visitors to a variety of 
rural scenes. What is the 
name of the viaduct, and 
what national park site is 
this? 
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Cleanser 

Cleanse Her 

We nuke lion Ami Cleanser different from most 
cleaning products. We believe in cleaning well 
with fewer chemicals. Bon Ami has no chlorine, 
phosphates, perfumes or dyes. With simple 
ingredients, you can keep your home really 
deanl 

Our cleanser is fonnulated from a bkxlegradahle 
detergent that cuts grease and dissolves surface 
dirt. With just enough abrasive muscle to move 
residue and tough buildup. Bon Ami is gentle 
enough for fiberglass vet tough on stains and 
grease. 

The Faultless Starch Bon Ami Company also 
believes in supporting efforts which benefit the 
environment That's why we have sponsored 
annual awards with The National Parks and 
Conservation Association since 1985. The 
awards recognize individuals who have 
achieved positive results through environmental 
activism, preserving and protecting America's 
National Parks. 

Bon And Cleanser. Simple ingredients that really 
clean vour home. 

1025West8thStreet KansasOtv. Missouri 61101-1200 
Doing bushes on Planet Eartb 


