


Commentary

Bedrock
The nation’s course leads onto un-
certain terrain. We are in quaking-
bog country—political and economic
muskeg. To keep from sinking, we
have to move fast. But our mounts,
once under disciplined restraint,
have slipped their bridles and taken
off. Our only hope, it appears, is to
slog it out to firmer ground on our
own two feet.

That, in bold outline, is how our
national situation looked to me on a
recent nine-week trip my wife and I
took across the country—the first in
many years.

We were astonished and dismayed
with what has and is taking place.
Beneath the shifting surfaces of the
times, the features by which we had
come to know the human landscape
and learned to read its meanings, are
disappearing. Places and objects,
plural and diverse—fine homes, use-
ful historic buildings, farmland, ex-
panses of natural woodland and
prairie—are being blotted out by an
overlay of wall-to-wall, repetitious,
jazzed-up schlock.

We drove rubble-bordered look-
alike highways, linking sleazy
look-alike towns to razzle-dazzle
look-alike cities. We ate taste-alike
food in look-alike restaurants and
slept in huge, look-alike motel com-
plexes—when, that is, we could
sleep. Sleep does not come readily
when, night and day, the incessant
beat of machine civilization engulfs
one—gutting the land, spawning
boom-and-bust, mobile-home me-
tropolises, pandering to instant
wants, instant satisfaction—serving
short-term goals.

Where, in all this, we wondered,
was the ground on which people
could secure their present faith and
future hopes? Where were the un-
derpinnings?

It was in the national parks that
we found bedrock. In the great pri-
meval areas we stood on unshakable
foundations—on the outcroppings
of that basic reality that grounds the
universe and from which this and
every nation derives its substance.

Here, we were in the presence of
primary America, timeless and en-
during, where love of the land—this
land—must first have been felt,
growing into that love of country
which our historic sites and monu-
ments tangibly and so dramatically
embody.

These places are a tribute to all
Americans. They mark us. They
mark how far we have come on hu-
manity’s journey into conscious-
ness—how far we have developed a
sense of earth and the miracle of
being.

They mark, in strongest terms, the
part of us represented in the Nation-
al Park Service. The men and women
who devote their lives to the care of
these areas are more than just con-
cerned; they are involved and strug-
gling—and they face increasingly
difficult times. Underfunded, under-
staffed, many of them working long
hours on their own, they need your
help. They need your understanding
and cooperation.

NPCA is helping—with all stops
open. Its Awards Program, conduct-
ed in close cooperation with park
officials, seeks to bolster the sagging
but crucially important interpretive
services. A newly launched NPCA
program is organizing citizen action
at the local and regional park levels.
An NPCA study is underway to de-
termine visitor capacity within se-
lected, sensitive park areas. A recent
NPCA-sponsored field conference
was concerned with the future of the
parks—a matter never to be taken
for granted. It calls for the perpetual
vigilance and effort of all of us.

—Gilbert F. Stucker
Chairman of the Board

Editor’s Note

Few people have visited the new na-
tional parks, preserves, and monu-
ments in Alaska since Congress cre-
ated them in 1980. Many of these
parklands are remote, wild, and dif-
ficult to reach. That is their appeal.
This issue of National Parks briefly
describes each of the Alaskan park-
lands—old as well as new—provides
information and cautions about vis-
iting them, and outlines the tremen-
dous problems of managing them.
In his commentary on this page
NPCA chairman Gil Stucker re-
counts his reactions after a conti-
nent-spanning journey last year,
where he found inspiration and our
American heritage only in the na-
tional parks. Alaska now is the way
our country was maybe two hun-
dred years ago—vast, wild, un-
spoiled. There, too, is our American
heritage preserved, and there is our
inspiration. Perhaps few of us will
ever see Alaska. Those who do will
count themselves fortunate. Yet
those of us who never will see Alas-
ka’s national parklands want them
to remain as they are. Despairing of
spreading cities and growing traffic,
we want to know that a vast, wild,
pristine land endures. We want to
know that rugged peaks pierce the
clouds and uncounted glaciers grind
down the mountains, that millions
of birds return each spring to the
tundra to repopulate the skies, that
salmon still struggle toward their
destiny in the waters of their birth
and that giant brown bears still wait
for them, that the cries of wolves
echo through the cold darkness and
caribou, hearing them, huddle closer.
The rallying cry for the thousands
of people who worked for the dream
of unspoiled Alaskan parklands was
“our last frontier!” Now all of us
must make sure that the Alaskan
dream will truly be “our lasting fron-

tier.”—EHC
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NPCA Annual Report-1901

At best, 1981 was a tough year for the National Park Service (NPS). But NPCA, its members, trustees, and
staff responded in unprecedented ways, rallying to the defense of the national parks.

Mitigation of park threats went virtually unfunded, unstaffed, unattended. The Administration proposed
slashing the NPS budget for completing existing, authorized units of the National Park System; and some
areas were proposed briefly for deauthorization. Cultural resources continued to deteriorate, and historic
objects and artifacts were left uncared for. Wildlife—such as the endangered humpback whale, the grizzly
bear, and the fabulous birds of the Everglades—continued their decline. Changes in policy resulted in
increased use of airboats, snowmobiles, and oversand vehicles in a variety of parks. Efforts continued to
weaken the Clean Air Act’s protection for national parks and wilderness areas.

Although many of these threats to the natural and cultural resources of the National Park System’s units
are the cumulative result of many years of neglect or ignorance, many others arose only in 1981 and are the
direct result of policy changes brought about by Interior Secretary James Watt.

To address these problems, NPCA
organized a “State of the Parks”
conference in September 1981 in
Jackson Hole, Wyoming. More than
fifty people—attorneys, writers,
teachers, businessmen, and other
leaders and advocates—examined
specific and general problems, de-
bated solutions, and devised princi-
ples and recommendations to guide
national park managers and con-
cerned citizens in protecting the na-
tional parks. NPCA later published
details of the problems addressed,
speeches presented, and final recom-
mendations. (National Parks in Cri-
sis, 1982, $20; $14 to members. Or-
der from Information Dynamics,
Inc., 111 Claybrook Drive, Silver
Spring, MD 20902.)

Major Issues
Alaska: Since former President
Carter signed the Alaska Lands Act
(Public Law 96-487) on December 2,
1980, thus doubling the size of the

NPCA president Paul C. Pritchard vis-
ited the Glen Canyon Dam in March
1981 to learn firsthand about the pro-
posal to increase peaking power capac-
ity there. NPCA fought the proposal
because of the increased damage it
would wreak downriver in the Grand
Canyon.
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National Park System, NPCA and
other conservation organizations
have had to fight the Reagan Ad-
ministration for funds, staff, and re-
source protection for the new areas.
NPCA also opposed major aspects of
the Alaska regulations, which weak-
ened standard NPS policies on ve-
hicular access and the carrying of
firearms and which have been ap-
plied to old park areas (Denali, Kat-
mai, and Glacier Bay) as well as the
new areas. In addition, the Adminis-
tration has cut funds for the new
Alaska areas so that these areas are
neither fully operational nor ade-
quately protected.

Deauthorization and Deletions:
In the spring, NPCA was given a
copy of a Department of the Interior
memo indicating that the NPS had
been ordered to build a case to
deauthorize at least five National
Park System units—Santa Monica
Mountains, Cuyahoga, Indiana
Dunes, Fire Island, and Sleeping
Bear Dunes. NPCA opposes any and
all such actions.

We released the memo to the
press and to Congress. The proposal
to deauthorize caused a huge outcry.
NPCA'’s initiative led to oversight
hearings in which Secretary Watt
was forced to back down from his
plan to deauthorize any parks.

In addition, NPCA contested pro-
posals to delete significant areas
from several National Park System
units, including Voyageurs, Sleeping
Bear Dunes, Olympic, and Pictured
Rocks.

ORVs: NPCA questioned a deci-
sion by the NPS at Cape Cod Na-
tional Seashore to continue off-
road-vehicle (ORV) use of the
beaches and dunes. After conducting
five years of research at Cape Cod,
the NPS concluded that ORV use is
seriously damaging the seashore.
Cape Lookout National Seashore has
similar ORV damage, but North
Carolina politicians and local oppo-
sition have fought NPCA efforts to
get the National Park Service to ban
these vehicles.

Teton Wilderness: NPCA and
other organizations intervened in a
lawsuit brought against the Interior
Department by oil companies that
sought access to the Teton Wilder-
ness in Wyoming for oil and gas de-
velopment. This area is an essential
part of the greater Yellowstone eco-
system and is critical habitat to the
endangered grizzly bear.

Clean Air: Congress must reau-
thorize the Clean Air Act. Industry
and the Reagan Administration have
targeted the Act for significant
weakening, especially the provisions
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that protect air quality in the nation-
al parks. NPCA works as a member
of the National Clean Air Coalition
but focuses on two provisions of the
Act—the so-called PSD (prevention
of significant deterioration) section
and the visibility protection section.
In particular, NPCA led the fight to
establish the concept of protecting
“integral vistas” at the national
parks.

Other Action

This past year NPCA involved itself
with a number of other issues:

® Opposed Administration-
endorsed proposals to allow snow-
mobiles in Yosemite, Sequoia/Kings
Canyon, and Lassen Volcanic na-
tional parks, and ORVs on the wild
beach of Assateague.

® Testified against the deletion of
Black Bay from Voyageurs National
Park.

® Worked for the Isle au Haut leg-
islation for Acadia National Park.

® Testified on federal land acquisi-
tion policy.

® Filed a lawsuit with the Envi-
ronmental Defense Fund against
proposed pesticide application to
Fire Island National Seashore.

® Submitted recommendations on
the Shenandoah National Park Gen-
eral Management Plan.

® Fought Interior plans for in-
creased peaking-power generation at
Glen Canyon Dam.

® Supported amendments to the
Geothermal Steam Act to protect
parks from adjacent geothermal de-
velopment.

® Challenged NPS plans to radi-
cally alter the final approved plan
for Mammoth Cave National Park.
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® Opposed commercial fishing,
airboats, and new power-plant emis-
sions in Everglades National Park.

NPCA would like to see a signifi-
cant portion of the dwindling native
tallgrass prairie preserved for future
generations. To that end, NPCA has
been examining strategies and alter-
natives through Steven Burr, our re-
gional representative in Kansas.
Ranchers have been included in dis-
cussions because many issues in the
Flint and Osage hills concern them.

NPCA has been working on an-
other issue that has a great deal of
support in the rural community—
agricultural land preservation. If ar-
eas can be held as agricultural-land
preserves, some of the problems in
preserving a tallgrass prairie would
be solved. The idea also could buy
more time for educating both the
local and national public on the val-
ues of preserving prairies. It may
also provide some legal options, such
as a ranchland trust, that do not yet
exist.

NPCA conducted a major cam-
paign to raise private monies for its
Threatened Park Facility Fund. We
raised more than $50,000 toward a
goal of $95,000 to help restore his-
toric structures including the visitor
center at Bandelier National Monu-
ment in New Mexico. NPCA's thir-
ty-four-member Project Committee
of prominent New Mexicans in-
cludes business leaders, historians,
archeologists, architects, Native
Americans, lawyers, and a member
of the New Mexico State Supreme
Court.

NPCA acted on many other issues
in the West:

® Testified at NPS hearings on

opening national parks in California
to snowmobiling.

® Spoke out in support of the San-
ta Monica Mountains National Rec-
reation Area at a symposium in Los
Angeles.

® Worked against threats to south-
ern Utah National Park System
units—a nuclear waste disposal fa-
cility adjacent to Canyonlands, tar
sands mining in Glen Canyon, graz-
ing in Capitol Reef, and coal strip-
mining adjacent to Bryce Canyon.
Taken collectively, the National Park
System units of southern Utah are
the most threatened in the country.

Budget Problems

The Department of the Interior’s
budget, like those of many other
agencies, was cut severely by the
Administration. Through the long
budgetary process NPCA fought to
strengthen the financial underpin-
nings of the National Park System.

Secretary Watt recommended the
deepest cuts for the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF), which
is used—in part—to purchase na-
tional parklands and also recom-
mended cuts for the Youth Conser-
vation Corps, the Historic
Preservation Fund, and new areas
study efforts.

Most of the money for the LWCF
comes from payments oil companies
make to the government for leases
on the outer continental shelf. Even
though $900 million per year is
available, Congress actually has
been appropriating about $500 mil-
lion in recent years. Secretary Watt
recommended appropriating only
$40 million in Fiscal Year (FY) 1982
(which started in October 1981). He
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In a workshop at NPCA'’s “State of the Parks” conference in
September 1981 (left), Charlotte Read, president of Save the
Dunes Council, describes the problems of local activists who
are trying to combat the many threats to Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore on Lake Michigan. Listening to Charlotte
are NPCA staff members Karen Raible (left) and Laura Beaty.

At right, John Hunter, superintendent of Bandelier Nation-
al Monument, shows NPCA Southwest regional representa-
tive Russell D. Butcher one of the rotten beams on the roof of
the monument’s visitor center. Restoration of Bandelier’s
charming pueblo-style visitor facilities was the first project
for NPCA’s new Threatened Park Facility Fund in 1981.

Pam Butcher

also recommended that $250 million
be taken back from appropriations
already made in FY 1981.

In a stunning set of victories,
NPCA and other conservationists
defeated the Administration. Con-
gress rescinded only $90 million of
the requested $250 million and ap-
propriated $149 million for the
ILWCEF in FY 1982—more than three
times the amount recommended by
Secretary Watt.

NPCA, of course, was most con-
cerned with that part of the IWCF
used to buy land for exisfing units of
the National Park System. That in-
terest and the work of many of our
members, who wrote letters to their
senators and representatives, paid
off. The National Park Service re-
ceived critically needed land acquisi-
tion funding in FY 1982.

The National Park Service operat-
ing budget was also increased.
NPCA recommended an increase of
$50 million over FY 1981 levels ($535
million) to maintain park facilities
and improve resource management.
Congress appropriated approximate-
ly $70 million over FY 1981 levels.

The Administration had proposed
using LWCF money for park facility
maintenance, rather than for land
acquisition as the fund is legally in-
tended. NPCA opposed the pro-
posed amendment because a huge
backlog of authorized but unac-
quired lands exists, and much of the
unacquired land is threatened by de-
velopment.

Not every program fared so well
as the Land and Water Conservation
Fund. One that was severely crip-
pled was the Youth Conservation
Corps (YCC), which gave young
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people work experience on conser-
vation projects in parks and other
federal areas. The YCC was one of
the few federal programs that more
than paid for itself in the amount of
work performed. Cutting the pro-
gram makes little sense. NPCA is
supporting legislation to revive
youth conservation employment.
Representatives Seiberling (D-Ohio)
and Moffett (D-Conn.) introduced
the Public Lands Conservation, Re-
habilitation, and Improvement Act
(H.R. 4861). Initial House hearings
were held in December. Further ac-
tion is expected in 1982.

Grassroots Activities
NPCA created a new grassroots net-
work, the National Park Action
Project (NPAP), and the project is
proving to be a key success. The goal
of NPAP is to develop a locally
based network of individuals or or-
ganizations to act as “protectors” or
“watchdogs” for each National Park
System unit. To date, more than 70
of the 333 units in the National Park
System are covered.

NPCA members are getting more
involved through the Contact pro-
gram. Contacts are members who
write letters and attend meetings in
response to NPCAlerts on important
issues. In 1981 the number of Con-
tacts grew from 1,200 to more than
2,500.

Some of the issues the Contacts
worked on during 1981 include regu-
lations for the new Alaska parks,
maintaining the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, helping to
strengthen the Clean Air Act, pre-
venting adverse development on the
boundary of Petersburg National

Battlefield in Virginia, and deterring
commercial fishing at Everglades
National Park.

NPCA'’s cooperative program with
local conservation organizations ex-
panded in 1981, and now our Asso-
ciated Organizations number nine-
teen.

NPCA created another grassroots
link—this time with the Garden
Club of America. Each Garden Club
chapter nationwide has selected con-
tacts who will work with NPCA,
particularly on local national park
problems.

Wildlife Issues
The Reagan Administration zealous-
ly desires to cut wildlife protection
so NPCA has worked especially hard
to uphold protection for wildlife, es-
pecially in the national parks.

NPCA successfully supported im-
plementing vessel regulations for
Glacier Bay National Park in Alaska.
The regulations were designed to
protect endangered humpback
whales from harassment while they
summer in Glacier Bay.

Seeking to take advantage of the
sympathetic Reagan Administration,
commercial fishermen petitioned the
National Park Service to halt the
phaseout of commercial fishing in
Everglades National Park. The
phaseout had been instituted be-
cause mullet and other fish basic to
the survival of Florida Bay’s ecosys-
tem have declined dramatically in
recent years. NPCA joined in a
strong public protest against the
fishermen'’s petition, and the park’s
superintendent did recommend that
the petition be denied. Secretary
Watt’s final decision is pending.



NPCA urges removal of non-native an-
imals from national parks because they
damage habitat of native species. In
Death Valley, at right, for example,
burros severely overgrazed the area in
the foreground. In dramatic contrast,
grasses grow lush inside the enclosure
in the background, from which burros
were excluded.

NPCA continued its involvement
in exotic and endangered species
problems. After removing the feral
burro population from Grand Can-
yon National Park, the National
Park Service issued a management
plan for Death Valley National
Monument that focuses on eliminat-
ing 2,500 burros there. Although
NPCA supports the Park Service’s
intent to remove the burro because
the animal causes extreme environ-
mental damage, we found the pro-
posed ten-year program too long. In-
stead, we have recommended that
the National Park Service remove fe-
ral burros within three years.

NPCA also objected to the slow
approach the Park Service is taking
to remove the exotic mountain goat
that damages Olympic National
Park. The present three-year experi-
mental program will relocate ap-
proximately 150 of the estimated 700
goats.

Carrying Capacity
In response to the problems created
by escalating visitation to the na-
tional parks, NPCA embarked on a
project to help determine carrying
capacity for National Park System
units. Recreational carrying capacity
is the amount of use an area can
withstand before resources are de-
graded and visitor experience dimin-
ished.

Working with a task force of rec-
reation experts, NPCA will develop
a method for measuring user im-
pacts. This methodology will be
tested in a variety of National Park
System units. NPCA will then urge
systemwide adoption and applica-
tion of the methodology.
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Cultural Allies
The cultural treasures of the Nation-
al Park System received new citizen
support during 1981. The reason for
that support is the disclosure of
threats to cultural, as well as natural,
resources as identified in the “State
of the Parks—1980" report.

NPCA, with the help and assis-
tance of others, developed the Cul-
tural Resources Coalition and spon-
sored two meetings in 1981. The
meetings provided a forum for the
Director of the Park Service and in-
dividuals concerned about cultural
resources—historic and prehistoric
sites, monuments, memorials, battle-
fields. The Coalition also made the
Director more aware of the decline
in professional National Park Service
employees trained as archeologists,
architects, historians, curators, and
the like. To encourage high stan-
dards among NPS cultural-resource
managers, the Coalition supports in-
house training programs and the hir-
ing of trained professionals.

Growing concern over the well-
being of National Park System units
in the Mid-Atlantic states (Virginia,
West Virginia, Delaware, Maryland,
and Pennsylvania) has resulted in
the formation of an independent
Mid-Atlantic Regional Council.
During 1981 NPCA set out to find
citizens who would be willing to
help protect the parks in that region,
address current threats, and identify
potential threats. Because 23 of the
27 park units in the region are cul-
tural parks (i.e. established because
of their historical significance), the
Council will focus on specific threats
to these cultural parks.

Through NPCA’s National Park

Action Project, park “protectors”
represent historic sites, battlefields,
and archeological sites as well as the
natural resources within the Nation-
al Park System. NPCA’s commit-
ment to the cultural parks was en-
hanced also by our close working
relationship with the Council on
America’s Military Past (CAMP) and
the Civil War Round Table Asso-
ciates (CWRT).

In cooperation with the Mount
Vernon Ladies’ Association of the
Union and other local associations,
NPCA put together a management
plan for Piscataway Park in Mary-
land. Established in 1961, the park
preserves the historic scene from
Mount Vernon (George Washing-
ton’s home) and the remains of near-
by Fort Washington.

NPCA’s continuing association
with organizations devoted to pre-
serving our cultural and natural her-
itage ultimately will ensure that
those resources receive the highest
quality protection and interpreta-
tion.

With the help of our members,
contributors, and allies,

NPCA can continue to make a sig-
nificant impact on the preservation

of America’s cherished cultural and
natural national parks.
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National Parks & Conservation Association

Financial Report—1981

1981
INCOME
$1,268.0

OTHER

GRANTS

REVENUES
In Thousands $

CONTRIBUTIONS

MANAGEMENT
& GENERAL
CONTRIBUTIONS

FUND RAISING

MEMBERSHIP

FUND RAISING

MANAGEMANT
& GENERAL*

EXPENSES
In Thousands $
PROGRAM SERVICES 1981
$799.1 EXPENSES
69% $1,158.2
1980
PROGRAM SERVICES EXPENSES
$641.8 $1,038.8
MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL & PROMOTION
*Includes extraordinary item; see note 5 to Financial Statement

RENEWAL & PROMOTION

Charts by James F. O’Brien, © NPCA

Comments on NPCA'’s 1981 Financial Report

NPCA'’s 1981 income from contribu-
tions and grants increased by 48 per-
cent and 159 percent, respectively,
over 1980. Although unrestricted
foundation and corporate grants ac-
counted for part of this increase,
grants for special projects were the
primary source of the increase.

We received funds to work specif-
ically on preservation of the tallgrass
prairie; on expanding our work on
cultural resources; on instituting the
National Park Action Project; on
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means to determine carrying capaci-
ty of individual national park units;
on the Threatened Park Facility
Fund, with Bandelier National Mon-
ument as our pilot project; on the
conference on the “State of the
Parks”; and on an award program for
national park interpreters.

NPCA began a Corporate Sponsor
program, with six corporations (par-
ticipating in 1981) providing support
for the general operations of the As-
sociation.

Membership increased again this
year, with a count of 33,135 for the
period ending December 31, 1981,
compared with 32,633 at the end of
1980. Although this increase was
modest, it was achieved on a very
tight budget with no additional
funds. In addition, as is illustrated in
the accompanying charts, we are
spending an ever-increasing percent-
age of our funds on program ser-
vices.
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Financial Statements—December 31, 1981
Balance Sheet

ASSETS
Cash
Checking account
Interest bearing accounts
Accounts receivable
Accrued interest receivable
Inventory
Investments—at book value
(Note 1)
Prepaid expenses
Fixed assets (Note 2)
Other assets

TOTAL

LIABILITIES AND FUND
BALANCES
Liabilities
Accounts payable
Notes payable (Note 3)
Employees’ payroll taxes
withheld
Accrued expenses

Total liabilities

Fund balances
Unrestricted fund
Restricted funds
Total fund balances

TOTAL

December 31

1981 1980
$104,295 $ 52,105
202,400 155,210
13,555 23,154

3,713 <
7,005 2,769
198,351 193,314
9,490 16,442
254,122 264,185
11,969 12,172
$804,900 $719,351
$ 72,877 $ 93,244
499,467 503,294
1,513 1,395
4,500 4,682
578,357 602,615
48,393 40,610
178,150 76,126
226,543 116,736
$804,900 $719,351

Statement of Revenue, Expenses and Changes in Fund Balances |
Year Ended December 31

|

1981 1980
Unrestricted Restricted
Funds Funds Total
Revenue
Membership dues (Note 1) $ 549,164 $ - $ 549,164 $ 522,491
Other operating income 73,576 - 73,576 14,881
Investment income 58,588 - 58,588 8,626 |
Gain (loss) on sale of ?
investments ( 7) - ( 7 8,557
Contributions, bequests
and grants 347,548 239,165 586,713 319,896 |
Total revenues 1,028,869 239,165 1,268,034 874,451
Expenditures
Program services
Parks and conservation 165,149 124,974 290,123 162,005
Urban regional parks
and land use planning 61,226 - 61,226 53,473
Immigration and population 31,078 12,167 43,245 55,870
Information services 404,523 - 404,523 370,417 |
Supporting services f
Management and general
(Note 5) 54,872 - 54,872 158,954
Fund raising 85,435 - 85,435 42,412 |
Membership solicitation 218,803 - 218,803 195,624
Total expenditures 1,021,086 137,141 1,158,227 1,038,755 |
Excess (deficiency) of revenue 3
over expenditures 7,783 102,024 109,807 ( 164,304)
Fund balances January 1 40,610 76,126 116,736 281,040
Fund balances December 31 $ 48,393 $178,150 $ 226,543 $ 116,736 ‘

See accompanying Notes to Financial Statements.

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:

DECEMBER 31, 1981
Note 1. Summary of Significant Accounting
Policies

Method of Accounting: Assets, liabilities,
income and expenses are recognized on the
accrual basis of accounting.

Investments: Investments are carried at cost
or at market value on the date received from
the donors. Fair market value at December 31,
1981 and 1980 was approximately $218,775
and $236,609, respectively.

Depreciation: Depreciation of fixed assets is

computed on the straight-line method at rates |

calculated to prorate the cost of the applicable
assets over their useful lives.

Membership Dues: Membership dues are
recorded as income in the period received.

Note 2. Fixed Assets
Original cost and accumulated depreciation of

fixed assets at December 31, 1981 and 1980 |

are as follows:

1981 1980
Land $ 66,470 $ 66,470
Office building 263,860 263,860
Office furniture and
equipment 65,012 64,835
328,872 328,695
Less: Accumulated
depreciation (141,220)  (130,980)
187,652 197,715
Fixed assets—
Depreciated cost $254,122  $264,185

Depreciation charged to operations for the
years ended December 31, 1981 and 1980 was
$10,240 and $10,165, respectively.

Note 3. Notes Payable
Notes payable at December 31, 1981 were as
follows:

Mortgage Note: Payable $6,307 per month,
including interest at 14.75%, secured by a
deed of trust on the Association’s land and
building $497,739

Equipment Note: Payable $144 per month,
including interest 1,728

Total: ... ..., $499,467

Note 4. Pension Plan

The Association has a non-contributory pen-
sion plan covering all full-time employees
and it is the Association’s policy to fund the
cost as it accrues, which was $18,259 and
$29,653 for 1981 and 1980, respectively.

Note 5. Management and General Expendi-
tures

Management and General expenditures for |

the year ended December 31, 1980 includes

$100,000 for settlement of the former Presi- |

dent and General Counsel’s employment con-
tract.



Report of Independent
Certified Public Accountants

To the Board of Trustees of
National Parks and Conservation
Association

We have examined the balance sheet
of National Parks and Conservation
Association as of December 31, 1981
and 1980, and the related statements
of revenue, expenses, and changes in
fund balances and of functional ex-
penditures for the years then ended.
Our examinations were made in ac-
cordance with generally accepted
auditing standards and, accordingly,
included such tests of the accounting
records and such other auditing pro-
cedures as we considered necessary
in the circumstances.

In our opinion, the financial state-
ments referred to above present fair-
ly the financial position of National
Parks and Conservation Association
at December 31, 1981 and 1980, and
the results of its operations for the
years then ended, in conformity
with generally accepted accounting
principles applied on a consistent
basis.

Thomas Havey & Co.

Washington, D.C.
January 22, 1982
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Statement of NPCA President

People are the parks. We at NPCA are grateful for
the state of our finances, especially when we refer
back to our previous financial situation at the end
of 1980. More important, and unreflected in this
report, is the great display of individual commit-
ment by our members, by park supporters, by our
staff, and by our Board of Trustees. If it had not
been for the extra effort of all of these groups of
people, NPCA could not have overcome the dra-
matic deficit of 1980.

This year the world’s finest national parks are
threatened beyond anything in previous years. We
believe that preserving our country’s natural and
cultural heritage transcends politics and special in-
terests and that therefore all political parties, all
administrations, and all interests should support the
goal of protecting our national parks. We are partic-
ularly pleased by the help we have received from
foundations and corporations during the past
year—support that demonstrates their concern for
our American heritage.

Although the national parks and our Association
face a very demanding future, NPCA will continue
to seek new sources of support and new friends.

We wish to take this opportunity to express our
sincere appreciation to all who contributed to
NPCA'’s efforts in 1981. Without the crucial help of
our members and contributors, NPCA could not
effectively accomplish its goal—the continued pro-
tection of America’s natural and cultural heritage
represented in her national parks.

—Paul C. Pritchard
President
National Parks & Conservation Association
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Sitka waterfront with Russian blockhouse to the right, by Ed Cooper

SITIKA

Russian Outpost in Alaska

Raisa Scriabine

N T AT - N
Russian Orthodox icon in Sitka, by Raisa Scriabine



Southeast Alaska, with its fabu-
lous fishing, endless fjords,
and spruce-covered mountains, fea-

tures a lively mix of cultures that
enhance the area’s natural attributes.
Stout threads of past history weave
a strong, complex pattern in the
present-day cultural fabric of towns
along the coast.

Today, Russian Orthodox
churches dot the shoreline at An-
goon, Hoonah, Juneau, and Sitka.
An old Russian blockhouse stands
on the Sitka waterfront. Serving
flaming sourdough at the Wicker-
sham House in Juneau, Ruth Allman
tells the story of how her uncle
Judge James Wickersham introduced
the First Alaska Statehood Bill in
1916. In Juneau and Skagway, dance
halls standing in the shadow of
abandoned mines churn out the top
ten tunes for the modern-day pan-
ners who have made it down the
mountain with a bit to show for the
day’s effort.

I went to Alaska to study the Rus-
sian cultural and religious influence
on Alaskan Native life. My first stop
was Sitka, on Baranof Island, once
the active nucleus of Russian Ameri-
ca and now a bustling tourist town
and the site of Sitka National His-
torical Park.

The gold panners and dance hall
girls never made it to Sitka, but the
Russian fur merchants did. Sitka,
known then as New Archangel, was
the colonial headquarters of the
Russian-American Company, an Im-
perial-chartered trade organization
dealing in furs, grains, lumber, and
shipping. The Russian-American
Company was the driving force be-
hind the Czarist reach into North
America.

At least 80,000 visitors come an-
nually to sample the lingering ves-
tiges of Alaska’s Russian heritage
displayed in this mist-covered city.
Samovars, lacquered palekh boxes,
and even recent vintage tea from
Moscow can be found with the usu-
al “Alaskana” for sale. Antique
shops off the main streets carry
more valuable treasures still—old re-
ligious icons and family relics from
the time when this Southeast Alas-
kan town was indeed the heart of
Russia’s colonial domain. The No-
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voarkhangelsk dancers, a local
group, perform flashy Russian folk
dances for visitors to the Centennial
Building near the marina. Walking
through this popular tourist town,
one realizes that where more than a
century ago Russians capitalized on
Alaska’s natural resources, today
that Russian heritage provides a
livelihood for Alaskan entrepre-
neurs.

Sitka, in its time, was the cultural
center of Russian America, a fron-
tier-style St. Petersburg East. Where
strains of spoken French could once
be heard in the streets and silk ball
gowns rustled in the wind, now
tombs commemorating the past—
the Baranof castle site, the Princess
Maksoutoff grave, the reproduction
Russian blockhouse, docksite, and
saltery ruins—stand quietly in the
face of active new construction.

Although Sitka’s Russian heritage
is the aspect most actively adver-
tised, the cohabitation of three cul-
tures makes this city by the sea
Southeast Alaska’s special gem. Rus-
sian, American, and Tlingit tradi-
tions have mingled and clashed; yet
each group has emerged with its
own distinct cultural integrity intact.

Sitka National Historical Park
brings together the city’s diverse
cultural features in a 107-acre coastal
setting that is visited by bald eagles,
black-tailed deer, brown bear, and
humpbacked whales. The park has
three distinctive features: the Kik-
sadi Tlingit fort site; the Southeast
Alaska Indian Cultural Center; and
the Russian Bishop’s House.

“We're primarily an urban park,”
Chief Ranger Gary Candelaria
pointed out. “The visitor center and
cultural center are within easy walk-
ing distance from downtown Sitka,
so for much of the year the park is a
major recreation center for towns-
people.” Most of the park’s acreage
is wedged between downtown Sitka
and the sea, with the Russian Bish-
op’s House standing inside the town.

It is easy to forget the nearby
town while strolling from the visitor
center along a quarter-mile path
studded with totem poles to the
Kiksadi fort site at the edge of the

Continued on page 14

y Ed Cooper

Spruce forest at Sitka N

Opposite, boats nestle in the protected,
misty harbor at Sitka while the solid
Russian blockhouse stands guard.
Magnificent icons, like the one shown
at bottom, Our Lady, Joy of the Afflict-
ed, attest to the time in Sitka’s history
when the Russian Orthodox Church
was a powerful influence in the colony.
Above, a path leads through the tower-
ing spruce forest at Sitka National
Historical Park.
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The Tlingits

The Tlingit people migrated to
Southeast Alaska long before either
Russians from across the Bering
Strait or settlers from the Lower For-
ty-Eight arrived. They settled on the
coast of the peninsula, developing
an independent village on the island
where Sitka now stands. Men, wom-
en, and children reaped the bounty
of the land and sea around them,
gathering berries and crabs, hunting
birds and bear, and fishing for salm-
on and seals.

Tlingit children were taught to re-
spect the spirits of animals and the
cycles of nature with which their
lives were entwined. The people de-
veloped a rich spiritual symbolism,
based on their close relationship
with nature, and they wove these
symbols into baskets and carved
them on house posts and panels.
Carved into the totem poles that
tower along the walkway in Sitka
National Historical Park are legends
and family histories from genera-
tions of Tlingit and Haida Indians of
Southeast Alaska.

These totem poles were collected
between 1901 and 1904 during the
travels of Alaska territorial governor
John G. Brady, who had a great in-
terest in this Native culture. The
past eighty years have taken their
toll on the collection, however. Al-
though many attempts have been
made to restore the carved and
painted cedar poles, only ten or so of
the original collection remain in the
park today. This display is supple-
mented, however, by the craftman-
ship of a new generation of Native
artisans, working and teaching oth-
ers in the Sitka National Historical
Park Cultural Center.

Visitors to the cultural center this
summer will have the opportunity to
watch a reproduction carving project
recreating one of the totem poles
from the historic 1904 Brady collec-
tion.
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ocean. President Benjamin Harrison
originally set aside the acreage for
the park in 1890 to protect the site of
the fort where, in 1804, the last ma-
jor battle was fought between the
Russian-American Company and
the Kiksadi clan of the Tlingit Indi-
ans. Though the Russians eventually
succeeded in burning Fort Shish-
kee-nu, the Kiksadis never surren-
dered. No peace treaty was ever
signed between these Natives and
the Russians.

The fort was never reconstructed.
Its dimensions have been redrawn
on the grassy knoll where the spruce
log palisade once stood. A commem-
orative plaque marks the spot. The
fort evokes a remembrance of things
past, but the path to it, watched over
by rows of hundred-year-old Tlingit
and Haida totem poles, links the
past to the present: pole-carving and
other Southeast Alaskan Native
crafts are a continuing tradition at
the park’s cultural center.

Operated by the Alaska Native
Brotherhood, the cultural center en-
courages the perpetuation of tradi-
tional Native skills of all kinds. Here
Tlingit craftsmen teach new genera-
tions the art of Indian beadwork, sil-
ver carving, and basketry. The fresh
scent of cut cedar fills the air at the
adjoining visitor center where an
impressive collection of historic
handicrafts on display includes Chil-
kat robes handwoven from moun-
tain goat wool and dyed bright blue
and yellow.

In town, the National Park Service
is actively restoring a remnant of
Sitka’s Russian religious heritage—
the Russian Bishop’s House, one of

Esther Littlefield, an instructor at the cultural center, works on a beaver design robe
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the few historic downtown build-
ings not touched by the Sitka fire of
1966. The House, to be opened to
the public on a limited basis this
summer, was once home to Ivan
Veniaminov, the first Russian Or-
thodox Bishop to serve Alaska, later
canonized St. Innocent.

Throughout his life in Alaska,
Veniaminov worked to close the gap
between Native residents and Rus-
sian colonists. His contributions
ranged from fostering literacy to
pioneering conservation. Venia-
minov translated part of the New
Testament into Aleut, compiled a
grammar of the Aleut language, and
wrote an as yet untranslated history
of the Aleutian Islands. He helped
curb seal slaughter by studying the
breeding cycle of fur seals and sup-
porting strict harvesting limits.

The Russian Orthodox Church re-
mains active in Sitka today. St. Mi-
chael’s Cathedral houses the finest
collection of Orthodox pictorial and
liturgical art in Alaska, a sight not to
be missed during a visit to Sitka. The
priest at St. Michael’s, Evgeny Bur-
dukovsky, embodies the melding of
cultures at Sitka perhaps more than
any other person I met there. He is
an Aleut with a Russian name work-
ing in a parish that consists primari-
ly of Tlingit Indians. “I remember
the beauty of my old wooden church
in the Aleutians,” he told me. “It
made an incredible impression on
me when [ was small. While other
children played at games, I played at
giving communion.” The first Rus-
sian missionaries came to the Aleu-
tian Islands in 1794, and on these
barren, windswept volcanic islands
the Orthodox faith took its firmest
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root in Alaska. Today, most Aleuts
follow the Russian Orthodox faith,
despite the fact that the colonial
Russians decimated and virtually
enslaved the Aleut population dur-
ing the days of Russian America.

I left Sitka to visit Orthodox par-
ishes in the Yukon-Kuskokwim, Ke-
nai, Kodiak, and the Aleutian Is-
lands. I found a wealth of evidence
of Russian influence on Native life
during my travels. For example, in
the Yukon Delta, in the swampy
Alaskan Southwest, I found that Yu-
pik Eskimo words for imported ob-
jects such as hammer, bowl, bell,
and bread have Slavic origin. On the
Kenai Peninsula, I found a fusion of
artistic styles in iconography: a
wooden icon of the Mother of God
adorned by native beadwork. An-
other icon portrayed the subject in
Indian dress. In Nikolski, Alaska, a
tiny village on an island in the Aleu-
tian chain, an old Czarist bell still
rings daily in the steeple of a small,
white-washed frame structure
known as St. Nicholas Church.

The colorful history of Russian
America and the living spirit of Or-
thodoxy among the Natives of Alas-
ka has brought numerous specialists
from the Soviet Union to study Sit-
ka. In August 1979 the first United
States/Canadian/Soviet conference
on Russian America was held to
share scholarship on the history, an-
thropology, and geography of the
Czarist colony. Four years earlier ex-
iled Russian writer Alexander Sol-
zhenitsyn had come to Sitka to find
the roots of his heritage.

Yesterday, Sitka was the seat of a
Russian mercantile colony. Today,
Sitka National Historical Park inter-
prets the mix of Russian, Tlingit,
and American culture and history
that is unique to this many-faceted
gem set into the edge of a coastal
island in rugged Southeast Alaska.

Raisa Scriabine is a former Interior Depart-
ment coordinator for international environ-
mental programs, currently Director of Pub-
lic Affairs for the International Union for
the Conservation of Nature. Her research in
Sitka was made possible by Myr. and Mys.
Gerret van Sweringen Copeland of Green-
ville, Delaware, and the American Russian
Heritage Association.

NATIONAL PARKS MAY/JUNE 1982

The Russian
Bishop’s House

The Russian Bishop’s House, now
in the process of restoration, reveals
a remarkable chapter in Sitka’s colo-
nial history. Built in 1843 by the
Russian-American Company at the
request of the Czar, the rambling
spruce log house displays a rural
style of Russian architecture adapted
for the New World.

The house’s first tenant was the
remarkable Bishop Innocent, other-
wise known as Father Veniaminov.
After working extensively as a mis-
sionary among the Aleuts and Tlin-
gits, Veniaminov served for six years
as the bishop of the Russian Ortho-
dox diocese of Alaska and the Bering
Strait. Veniaminov has been remem-
bered as something of a renaissance
man, because, along with his conser-
vation work, translations, writing,
and church administrative duties, he
occupied himself by building clocks,
scientific instruments, and furniture.

During Veniaminov’s tenure in
Sitka, and for years afterward, the
house was the center of church ac-
tivity in the growing colonial com-
munity. Eventually, various other
marks of an active religious commu-
nity sprouted up: St. Michael’s Ca-
thedral, a seminary, and a school run
by the church. To this day, many
furnishings, elaborate icons, and
books and papers remain to attest to
the era when the bishop’s house act-
ed as the cultural link to the Moth-
erland for Russian settlers far from
home.

After the sale of Alaska to the
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Russian Bishop’s House, circa 1885, l\.mon.xl Park Service

United States in 1867, the economic
and religious ties between the colo-
ny and its homeland were strained;
and after the Russian revolution in
1917, those ties were severed. The
spruce log structure that once sym-
bolized those ties became soaked
and rotted, unprotected from the
wet climate by a foundation. The
house was abandoned, but it alone
of the historic Russian buildings sur-
vived the ravages of a town fire in
1966.

Realizing its value, the National
Park Service acquired the property
in 1972 and immediately began the
task of cataloging, studying, and re-
storing the structure and artifacts
within. During the past few years,
the house has undergone a transfor-
mation from a sagging gray building
to a striking landmark, freshly
painted ochre with gray trim and a
red roof. Old architectural plans and
detailed documents unearthed from
Russian-American Company records
have proven invaluable to preserva-
tionists working to restore the build-
ing and its contents to precisely their
original condition.

Park craftspeople will be busy this
summer with interior restoration
projects, and visitors may have a
chance to watch the work as it pro-
gresses. Because of park budget cuts,
however, tours of the house will be
limited to twice weekly, at best, this
summer, so call the park for specifics
before visiting.
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With careful planning, a
frip fo the national parks of
Alaska can be an
experience of a lifetime.

Visitors in search of Alaska have often sought an illusive quarry. Since the
Danish explorer Vitus Bering sighted the westernmost shores of the
New World in 1741, our understanding of “The Great Land” has consisted of
a puzzling blend of history and surmise, wild exaggerations and mysterious
blanks. Tales of the Klondike and of World War II battles fought on Alaskan
soil focused on tiny fragments of a sprawling land mass one-fifth the size of
the Lower Forty-Eight states. Even the discovery of oil at Prudhoe Bay in 1968
helped conjure a lopsided image of the state. Headlines spurred the notion of
a vast and frozen wasteland whose sole redeeming value seemed to be an
abundance of raw materials—minerals, timber, oil, and gas—resources that
would help make life more livable elsewhere. But the prodigious giant has
finally stirred, and its unexpectedly diverse features have captured the imagi-
nation of many Americans.

The new understanding and appreciation for our forty-ninth state derives
largely from political developments in the 1970s. That decade witnessed the
settlement of longstanding land entitlements to the 70,000 Native Eskimos,
Aleuts, and Athapascan people and to the State of Alaska as a final step in the
transition to statehood. These land settlements have proved to be the most
generous in American history. When Congress studied remaining federal
lands for possible addition to our national systems of parks, refuges, forests,
and wild and scenic rivers, Alaska’s incredibly diverse natural and cultural
wonders came to light.

Even well-traveled visitors were astonished to learn of miles of rolling sand
dunes with balmy summer temperatures north of the Arctic Circle. Rich
archeological sites revealed thousands of years of human survival using
subsistence techniques that form the very heart of today’s Native cultures.
Research uncovered even the faint footsteps of man’s migration from the Old
World to the New World at the close of the Ice Age. And pristine waterways
featuring Alaska’s matchless pageantry of scenic wonders and wildlife stirred
visions of an earlier, untrammeled American frontier. Here, too, was the
chance to give lasting protection to the finest recreational and scientific
opportunities remaining in the public domain.

With congressional attention came increased media coverage and a height-
ened public perception of the real Alaska. It was not long before people
started making discoveries of their own. Visitors sought out the proposed
national park areas even before their boundaries were established, and they
flocked to such longstanding parks as Sitka, Glacier Bay, Katmai, and Mount
McKinley (now Denali). “The distances seem great,” points out National Park
Service Regional Director John Cook, “but Alaska parklands are a good deal
more reachable than Yellowstone was back in 1872. The methods of travel are
a bit different, and that’s going to take some adjusting.” The process has
already begun.—Fd.

OUR LASTING FRONTIER

Traveling ro the National Parlss of Alaska
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Nancy L. Simmerman
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A year after the celebrated Alas-
ka Lands Act added ten new
parklands to the National Park Sys-
tem and expanded three others, vis-
iting those tantalizing peaks and
rugged rivers has become an attain-
able dream. Before you start think-
ing about spending your summer va-

cation at Wrangell-St. Elias National
Park and Preserve, however, heed

the advice of someone who has lived
and traveled in Alaska for more than
twenty years. Traveling to and with-
in the Alaskan parks is vastly differ-
ent from visiting national parks in

the “Lower Forty-Eight.” Automo-
bile travel, for example, is practically
nonexistent in Alaska’s wilder
reaches; traveling by small plane is a
way of life there. In many cases, a
local charter boat, plane, or dog team
will be your only means of access to
a national park in Alaska.

Once you arrive at your vacation
spot, you will likely be completely on
your own. Don’t count on a park
ranger to bail you out of trouble—
there are only about forty-seven
rangers to serve a4/l the new park-
lands. That comes to more than one

s

Arrigetch Peaks, Gates of the Arctic National Park, by Nancy Simmerman

million acres per ranger. In most new
parks and preserves the only trails
you'll find are those marked by cari-
bou herds or grizzly bears. With few
exceptions, these new parklands
consist of vast wilderness areas.
Therein lies both their appeal and
their risk.

Planning a trip to an Alaskan na-
tional park is a major undertaking,
then, requiring the guidance of ex-
perienced travelers, careful research
of the area you wish to explore, and
an appreciation for the Alaskan way
of life and travel.




The People
Wherever you go in Alaska, you'll
meet fascinating people. Alaska’s
residents include gold panners, trap-
pers, and businessmen; enterprising
bush pilots and professional tour
guides; Ph.D.s who've chosen life in
the bush over academia; and those
who choose to carry on a traditional
lifestyle using ingenious survival
techniques developed by Eskimo,
Aleut, and other Native cultures
centuries ago.

The subsistence culture of Alas-
kans living on park land was pro-
tected in the legislation along with
natural features. As a visitor to these

Guided Trips
Whatever your interest and energy
level, a rewarding visit to one of
Alaska’s national parklands is possi-
ble. If you are visiting Alaska for the
first time, I highly recommend that
you use one of the fine tour service
companies to guide you on your trip.
The tours these companies provide
range from “luxury” cruises and
sightseeing tours to rugged back-
country ventures.

Use resources like Alaska maga-
zine and The Worlds of Alaska, the
official publication of the state divi-
sion of tourism, to find the right
guide service for your needs (see
“Bookshelf,” page 39). The great ad-
vantage in using a guide service is
that Alaskans with years of experi-
ence in getting around in their home
state will research, plan, and guide
your trip for you. These services can
substantially reduce the risk of trav-
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parks, you should observe certain
rules of backcountry etiquette. Re-
spect the longstanding, traditional
hunting and fishing grounds of peo-
ple you encounter. Ask permission
before camping on land that may be
privately owned. Don’t intrude on
the privacy of people who live in the
bush. And, because supplies in the
backcountry are hard to come by, try
to give more than you take. If you
follow these rules, you may gain an
insight into the Alaskan way of life
in the backcountry that will greatly
enrich your visit.

el in unknown territory and can
eliminate the worry of unexpected
cost, leaving you free to enjoy your
trip.

Tours can offer almost any combi-
nation of transportation: cruise ship,
ferry, bus, airplane, railway, rental
car, or—in season—dog sled and
cross-country skis. With many plans
you can arrange to “jump tour” to
visit friends or explore independent-
ly. Some companies provide “cus-
tom tours” for groups so that you
can choose an itinerary that exactly
fits your group’s needs. Costs per
person depend on services provided,
of course, and generally range from
$100 to $200 per day for longer jour-
neys down to $75 per day for two-
or three-day trips.

Some tour services even provide
itineraries that include all the com-
forts of home. You can arrange a day
trip that encompasses a “wildlife
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Kobuk Eskimo drying whitefish, by Robert Belous, NPS

Planning Your Route
Whether visiting the backcountry
for an afternoon hike or for a three-
week adventure, always carry U.S.
Geological Survey topographic maps
showing your route and the adjacent
lands. Two useful sizes are pub-
lished—the 1:250,000 scale (3.9 miles
per inch) gives an overall view of the
landscape and major features like
mountain peaks and drainages; the
1:63,360 scale (one mile per inch)
provides the rich detail necessary for
selecting your route and for finding
camping spots and drinking water.

watch” bus ride through Denali’s
foothills followed by an air taxi trip
to dinner at one of Fairbanks’ fine
restaurants. Many tourists enjoy
cruises in Southeast Alaska’s Inside
Passage, stopping at myriad coastal
parks featuring natural drama and
colorful history—including Sitka,
Glacier Bay, and Klondike—a very
special part of Alaska. These “luxu-
ry”’ tours are generally limited to the
few more accessible parks, parks
near towns, or those along the coast-
al ferry route—Alaska’s Marine
Highway. Whether you choose to
explore this state from a floating ho-
tel featuring fine cuisine, or in a
kayak supplied with dehydrated
stew, or any way in between, you
will be constantly reminded that you
are in Alaska, a wild land that com-
mands special attention from visitors
and demands special precautions as
well. Read on for more tips.
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Many of the remote parklands are
mapped only in the less detailed
scale at present.

Lay out each day’s mileage on the
map, being ultra-conservative when
estimating the distances to be cov-
ered. Wilderness cross-country trav-
el by foot or skis can be frustratingly
slow if you encounter large fields of
tussock grass, deep snow, or many
miles of brush. On the other hand,
excellent trails created by wild ani-
mals can speed you on your way.
Near river headwaters, boaters can
encounter low water conditions re-

Guided wilderness trips are an ex-
cellent way to, quite literally, “get
your feet wet” in the Alaskan parks.
They range from easy floats down
placid rivers to strenuous backpack-
ing treks and demanding climbs up
glaciated peaks. What better way to
learn how to cross a glacial stream,
ward off Alaska’s legendary mosqui-
toes, stalk Dall sheep with your
camera, identify wild edible plants,
or handle your first face-to-face en-
counter with one of Alaska’s over-
sized grizzlies?

Wilderness guides in Alaska are
highly qualified; many are specially
trained in first aid and natural his-
tory as well as in outdoor travel.
Prices for these trips depend on the
extent of air travel and specialized
equipment supplied (rafts, kayaks,
climbing gear).
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quiring laborious lining of boats or
extensive portaging through heavy
brush.

Plan to spend one day in camp for
every four or five on the trail. If you
don’t need this “time cushion” to
make up for unexpectedly slow trav-
eling, you'll invariably want to ex-
plore an inviting side valley, picnic
on a peak, or sleep through a rainy
day. Likewise, plan no route mileage
for your drop-off or pick-up days if
park access requires extensive air
taxi or charter boat travel. Weather
or the emergency needs of other cli-

Your Own Wilderness Trip
Unless you are experienced in Alas-
kan wilderness travel, don’t attempt
a trip without consulting someone
who knows the area firsthand. Na-
tional Park Service officials warn
that although you should leave your
itinerary with park rangers, park
budgets and manpower are so con-
strained that rescue missions in the
vast new parks are not a certainty
for campers in distress. “People go
out in the backcountry all the time,
and we may not hear from them for
six months. There’s not much we
can do but hope they got home
okay,” remarks one ranger.

In planning your own trip to a
park, you can arrange with a charter
pilot to be dropped off, set up a
permanent camp, explore the imme-
diate area on day hikes, and be
picked up later at the same spot. Or
you can make an extensive cross-

Kayaker at Katmai, by George Wuerthner

ents might even delay your drop-off
a day or two. A similar delay can
occur on your pick-up day, so carry
extra food.

If your trip plans move like clock-
work, rejoice and add the “found”
hours to your time cushion. Be on
time for your charter connections,
and cooperate fully with the air taxi
pilot or boat skipper. They know the
country intimately, so accept their
judgment about safe flying or boat-
ing weather, landing and pick-up
sites, and how much cargo they can
carry.

country trip between two access
points, your route limited only by
your imagination and stamina. Be
conservative when estimating your
party’s skills and physical condition,
and select a destination and route
well within your abilities. Write to
the park superintendent, of course,
for detailed information about the
area you’ll be visiting and the condi-
tions you can expect. (See page 20.)

Read in advance about the general
area, its history and culture. Your
appreciation for the land and its hu-
man and animal inhabitants will
grow, and you’ll learn useful route
and survival information as well.
(See “Bookshelf,” page 39, for sug-
gested reading.) For centuries Eski-
mos, Aleuts, and other Native
Americans have successfully lived in
harmony with Alaska’s land and
wildlife. With proper preparation,
you can enjoy that harmony.
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Other Tips
Most visitors to Alaska find June
through September the most hospi-
table months for either backcountry
travel or cruise trips. Skiers tend to
prefer the clean, deep snow, clear air,
and long, sunny days of March and
April. “Break-up,” that ignoble peri-
od of slush and mud, hits Southcen-
tral and Interior Alaska in May and
is best left to locals, who rediscover
each spring the dubious treasures
hidden by the preceding seven
months of snow cover.

A visit to an Alaskan wilderness
park is not to be undertaken light-
ly—very real dangers exist—but
backcountry travel has a way of
challenging you and revealing
strengths you didn’t know you pos-
sessed. A person visiting the Alas-
kan wilderness for the first time can
expect to face new, unsettling anxi-
eties, a normal reaction for those ac-
customed to city or rural living in
the Lower Forty-Eight where help—
medical or otherwise—is often just
minutes away.

TAKE NO RISKS; be sure the

Alaska Parklands
Reference List
Aniakchak National Monument
and Preserve
PO. Box 7, King Salmon, AK
99613
(907) 246-3305
Bering Land Bridge
National Preserve
PO. Box 220, Nome, AK 99762
(907) 443-2007
Cape Krusenstern National
Monument
PO. Box 287, Kotzebue, AK 99752
(907) 442-3890
Denali National Park and Preserve
PO. Box 9, McKinley Park, AK
99755
(907) 683-2294
Gates of the Arctic National
Park and Preserve
PO. Box 74680, Fairbanks, AK
99707
(907) 452-5363
Glacier Bay National Park
and Preserve
PO. Box 1089, Juneau, AK 99802
(907) 586-7137
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odds for safety and a successful trip
are overwhelmingly in your party’s
favor. Choose your companions and
your guides carefully, for your life
may depend on their judgment.

With careful preparation and rea-
sonable caution, your visit to an
Alaskan wilderness park can be one
of the finest experiences of your
lifetime.
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Katmai National Park and Preserve
PO. Box 7, King Salmon, AK
99613
(907) 246-3305

Kenai Fjords National Park
PO. Box 1727, Seward, AK 99664
(907) 224-3874

Klondike Gold Rush
National Historical Park
PO. Box 517, Skagway, AK 99840
(907) 983-2299

Kobuk Valley National Park
PO. Box 287, Kotzebue, AK 99752
(907) 442-3890

Lake Clark National Park
and Preserve
PO. Box 61, Anchorage, AK
99513
(907) 271-3751

Noatak National Preserve
PO. Box 287, Kotzebue, AK 99752
(907) 442-3890

Map by James F. O’Brien, © NPCA

Sitka National Historical Park
PO. Box 738, Sitka, AK 99835
(907) 747-6281

Wrangell-St. Elias National Park
and Preserve
PO. Box 29, Glennallen, AK
99588
(907) 822-5235

Yukon-Charley Rivers
National Preserve
PO. Box 64, Eagle, AK 99738
(907) 459-8001

Other Sources of Information:
Parks and Forests Information
Center
540 West Fifth Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 271-4243
U.S. Geological Survey (for maps)
PO. Box 25286, Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225
or
PO. Box 12, New Federal
Building
Fairbanks, AK 99701
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Maar Crater, Bering Land Bridge, by NPS

Aniakchak National Monument
and Preserve

One of the largest calderas in the
world, rugged Aniakchak stretches
six miles from rim to rim and
reaches forty-four hundred feet
above lush cdastal grasslands, the
Gulf of Alaska, and the Bering Sea.
Stormy northern waters create un-
stable weather on the volcano slopes
and in the caldera, with violent,
gusting winds, heavy precipitation,
and a nearly permanent cloud cover
at fifteen hundred feet, flowing over
the edges of the caldera in spectacu-
lar “cloud niagaras.” Aniakchak Na-
tional Wild River heads at tur-
quoise-blue Surprise Lake inside the
caldera and cascades through a two-
thousand-foot-deep cleft in the cra-
ter rim. This remote area can be
reached by air taxi from the town of
King Salmon, a scheduled airline
stop from Anchorage.
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Bering Land Bridge National
Preserve

More than ten thousand years ago,
hunters followed migrating game
herds to North America from Asia
across the 900-mile-wide Bering
Land Bridge, now inundated by the
Bering and Chukchi seas. The pre-
serve protects important archeologi-
cal and paleontological sites and
provides hunting and fishing
grounds for local Eskimos. Great
flocks of migratory ducks, geese,
sandhill cranes, and swans inhabit
this vast treeless region of wet tun-
dra flatlands and rolling hills. Seals,
walruses, and Beluga whales swim
the icy waters of the nearby Bering
Sea. Expect cool, foggy weather in
the summer with constant, coastal
winds. The preserve contains no
Park Service facilities, nor develop-
ment of any kind; but several Eski-
mo villages lie just outside the
boundaries. The preserve can be
reached by air taxi from Kotzebue or
Nome.

Cape Krusenstern National
Monument

Gracefully curving along the Chuk-
chi Sea, one hundred fourteen beach
ridges hide a wealth of archeological
treasures. The ridges contain arti-
facts from every major period of Es-
kimo occupation of North America
dating back at least 6,000 years. Lo-
cal Eskimos continue to hunt marine
mammals from the shores of the
cape—known locally as “Sealing
Point.” Near the coast, countless
small lakes dot the flat tundra wet-
lands; rolling low hills farther inland
feature great expanses of tussock
grass, discouraging all but the hardi-
est foot traveler. Musk oxen, once
exterminated in the region, now
thrive there along with caribou,
moose, brown bears, and wolves.
Expect cool, overcast, foggy weather
in the summer with constant, strong
winds. No facilities are available for
visitors. Access to the monument is
by air taxi or charter boat from Kot-
zebue.
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Tundra cranberries, Denali National Pa

Denali National Park and Preserve
Almost four million acres were add-
ed to Mt. McKinley National Park
and the whole area was renamed
Denali, the mountain’s original Ath-
apascan name. New sections include
the southern slopes of the Alaska
Range with immense, winding gla-
ciers flowing from Mount McKinley
and Mount Foraker, and the precipi-
tous granite Cathedral Spires to the
southwest. A northern addition fea-
tures boreal-forested flatlands and
the rolling Kantishna Hills, impor-
tant habitat for caribou, moose,
brown bears, and wolves. Summer
weather is pleasant, often warm and
dry in the lowlands, with cooler
temperatures and more precipitation
in the mountains. This is the most
developed of the Alaskan parks. Ex-
cellent visitors’ facilities are found at
the park entrance, including a hotel
and campgrounds. Check the park
brochure for details. The northern
addition can be reached via the park
road or by air taxi. Access to the
southern addition is by foot from
the end of a primitive dirt road or by
air taxi from Talkeetna.
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rk addition, by B. E. Norton

Gates of the Arctic National Park
and Preserve

A vast, remote wilderness straddling
the Arctic Divide in the Central
Brooks Range, this area was first ex-
plored by Robert Marshall in 1929
and eloquently described in his
book, Alaska Wilderness. The
“Gates of the Arctic”—Boreal
Mountain and Frigid Crags—stand
as sentinels along the North Fork of
the Koyukuk River one hundred
miles north of the Arctic Circle. An
excellent wilderness park for ex-
tended trips by backpackers, river
runners, or skiers, the Arctic tundra
offers easy walking, and its rivers
flow clear and gentle. The entire area
supports thriving populations of
bear, moose, wolves, and caribou.
Slopes north of the divide are tree-
less, but river valleys on the south
side are forested. Geography deter-
mines weather as well, with warm,
dry summers in the lowlands south
of the range; cooler weather with
more precipitation and clouds in the
mountains; and cool, dry summers
north of the divide. The park is most
commonly reached by air taxi from
Bettles (Evansville).

Gates of the Arctic National Park, by George Wuerthner

Glacier Bay National Park
and Preserve

Fifty-seven thousand remote acres
along the Gulf of Alaska coast, from
Cape Fairweather north to the Alsek
River were added to the park to pro-
tect important fish and wildlife hab-
itat. Famous for its massive tidewat-
er glaciers and ice-choked fjords,
Glacier Bay should be on the itiner-
ary of every visitor to Alaska. Cruise
ship passengers, backpackers, and
boaters brave the frequent cold rains
and overcast weather to view the
awesome rivers of ice as they tumble
huge chunks into the bay. Hump-
back whales sounding and lunge-
feeding in the bay provide another
rare experience for visitors. Bartlett
Cove in Glacier Bay provides food,
lodging, and interpretive programs.
The park is accessible by scheduled
air service to Gustavus from Juneau
or by commercial cruise ships and
sightseeing boats. Concessioner-op-
erated tour boats make daily cruises
to the glaciers and will drop off
backpackers and kayakers.
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Katmai National Park and Preserve
Rolling hills in the north part of the
park provide brown bear habitat and
sockeye salmon spawning grounds.
Originally established in 1918 to
preserve the Valley of Ten Thou-
sand Smokes, aftermath of the ex-
plosive eruption of Mt. Katmai in
1912, the park is equally famous for
its especially abundant, huge brown
bears. Not so well known, but de-
serving of a nature lover’s attention,
are the scenic and intricate bays of
the remote southeastern part of the
park bordering the Pacific Ocean.
Frequent rain and strong winds
characterize the weather in this park,
but periods of breathtakingly clear
weather make every raindrop
worthwhile. A concessioner operates
several small wilderness lodges and
daily van tours to the Valley. The
National Park Service provides a
campground and ranger station with
interpretive programs at Brooks
Camp. Scheduled amphibious char-
ter planes serve the lodges from the
town of King Salmon (reached from
Anchorage via daily scheduled air
service). Air taxi service is also avail-
able at King Salmon.
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Kenai Fjords, by NPS

Muir Inlet, Glacier Bay, by George Wuerthner

Kenai Fjords National Park
Fronting on the stormy Gulf of Alas-
ka, steep-walled fjords incise the
glaciated Kenai Mountains. Valley
glaciers draining from the Harding
Icefield drop icebergs into tidewater;
dense conifer rainforests rim the
mountainsides. The steep terrain
limits hiking opportunities. Expect
to see mountain goats, all kinds of
seabirds, and herds of seals and sea
lions, and glimpses of engaging sea
otters. The maritime climate makes
for cool weather, heavy rainfall, and
overcast skies throughout much of
the summer. Boaters should be ex-
tremely cautious in the hazardous
waters. The park is accessible from
Seward by floatplane and by both
sail and powerboat charters. Sailing
between Seward and Kodiak, the
Alaska state ferry provides offshore
views of the park but does not stop
there.

Klondike Gold Rush National
Historical Park

An enduring memorial to the fren-
zied Gold Rush days of 1898, this
park ranges from an interpretive
center in Seattle’s Pioneer Square to
precipitous mountain passes on the
Alaska-British Columbia border.
Ghosts of those hardy pioneers still
walk the barrens of the Chilkoot
Trail in the Alaskan section of the
park. Expect persistent rain, strong
winds, and several miles of residual
snowfields along the trail in sum-
mer. The railway is a popular visitor
attraction, so reservations for both
passengers and vehicles are neces-
sary. Skagway, offering the ameni-
ties of civilization, is serviced by the
Alaska state ferry and scheduled air
service and is a port of call for most
cruise ships to Southeastern Alaska.
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Noatak River

Kobuk Valley National Park
Nestled between the Baird and War-
ing mountains on the southern
slopes of the gentle western Brooks
Range, this park encompasses the
unexpected Great Kobuk Sand
Dunes, a representative section of
the broad Kobuk River valley, and
the entire watersheds of several Arc-
tic rivers, including the Salmon Na-
tional Wild River. One of North
America’s most extensive archeolog-
ical sites, Onion Portage, lies in the
eastern section of the park. Com-
prised of more than thirty distinct
layers of middens and other arti-
facts, the site reveals signs of human
occupation as long as 12,500 years
ago. Uplands contain important mi-
gration routes and winter ranges of
the large western Arctic caribou herd
as well as moose, brown and black
bears, and wolves; and the wetlands
of the Kobuk River valley attract a
variety of migrating waterfowl.
Summer weather is often warm and
dry, although long periods of cool
drizzle can dampen spirits. Tempera-
tures over 100°F have been recorded
on the sand dunes. Access is by
chartered boat from Kiana or Am-
bler or by scheduled air service or air
taxi from Kotzebue.
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Sunset, by John Kauffmann, NPS

Lake Clark, by Keith Trexler, NPS

Lake Clark National Park
and Preserve

Granite spires, steaming volcanoes,
turquoise lakes, gleaming glaciers,
restless seashores, and abundant
wildlife—Lake Clark National Park
is a masterpiece. Astride a major
earth fault in the Alaska Range, the
park reaches from tidewater on
Cook Inlet to the top of 10,197-foot
Mount Redoubt volcano, which
erupted in 1966, spewing ash over
Anchorage. Moose and black bears
wander the forested valleys; caribou
and brown bears roam the tundra-
covered foothills; Dall sheep scram-
ble on the peaks; and abundant wa-
terfowl nest in the coastal marshes.
Bald eagles thrive throughout the
park. Summers can be cool in the
mountains, with overcast skies and
frequent precipitation near the coast,
drier and sunnier inland. A ranger
station at Port Alsworth on Lake
Clark is the only NPS development
at present, although accommoda-
tions are available at privately
owned lodges located within the
park. The park is most easily
reached by air taxi from Anchorage,
Kenai, or Homer, or via scheduled
air service to Iliamna.

Kobuk Sand Dunes, by Robert Belous, NPS

Noatak National Preserve
One of the finest large wilderness
areas remaining in the world, the
treeless sweep of gentle mountains
emphasizes the moods of the Arctic
sky; the endless summer days of the
high latitudes create a tranquil pace
of life. The Noatak National Wild
River drains westward through a
broad, gently sloping valley in the
Brooks Range to empty into the
Chukchi Sea near Kotzebue. Al-
though this is one of the more re-
mote parklands, it attracts many
boaters and hikers. Wildlife popula-
tions, abundant by Arctic standards,
are limited by the slow-growing
northern vegetation. Watch for the
western Arctic caribou herd enroute
between its wintering grounds south
of the Kobuk River and summer
calving areas north of the Brooks
Range. Brown bears, moose, wolves,
wolverine, and Dall sheep common-
ly reside in the preserve. Summer
weather can be clear, still, and 85°F,
or windy, rainy, and as cold as 30°F.
Access is via air taxi from Bettles
(Evansville) or Kotzebue.
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Charley River, by B. E. Norton

Sitka carving, by Tom Offutt

Sitka National Historical Park
Set among the park’s towering hem-
locks, exquisitely carved Tlingit and
Haida totem poles seem to have
been released by the spirits of the
stately conifers. In this quiet forest
refuge, site of the 1804 ““Battle of
Sitka,” where the Tlingit Indians of-
fered their last major resistance to
Russian fur-trader domination, you
can watch reproduction totem poles
being carved by Indian artisans. Not
far from downtown Sitka, the park
is a “must” for every traveler to the
area. The Park Service provides ex-
cellent interpretive programs and a
picnic area. Downtown Sitka, its
spires standing in the shadow of a
dormant volcano, offers everything a
traveler might desire—fine lodging
and restaurants, historic and cultural
attractions, all set against a stunning
seascape backdrop. The Alaska state
ferry, most cruise ships, and sched-
uled airlines stop in Sitka.
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Wrangell-St. Elias National Park
and Preserve

Alaska’s most extensive and rugged
glaciated wilderness, Wrangell-St.
Elias is “braggin’ country,” featuring
some of North America’s highest
peaks, including snowy Mount St.
Elias at 18,008 feet. The spectacular
Malaspina Glacier extends nearly
one and a half the times the size of
the state of Delaware; the massive
Bagley Icefield stretches eighty-five
miles long, four thousand feet thick.
The weather can be cool and rainy,
with severe winds on the mountain
peaks. Mountain goats and Dall
sheep claim the cliffsides; and cari-
bou, moose, black and brown bears,
and wolves roam the lowlands. The
old buildings of Kennecott Copper
Company, built in the early 1900s to
exploit the rich copper deposits,
continue to be a popular visitor at-
traction. Air taxis operate from Cor-
dova, Gulkana, Glennallen, North-
way, Valdez, and Yakutat.

Mt. Sanford dwarfs a young caribou at Wrangell-St. Elias, by B. E. Norton

Yukon-Charley Rivers
National Preserve

A pleasant, undisturbed wilderness
of low, forested mountains extends
on either side of the placid Yukon
River. The Fortymile caribou herd
migrates through the preserve,
moose and bear occupy the low-
lands, and Dall sheep graze high on
the mountain slopes. Other than
boaters traveling on the Yukon, few
people visit the preserve. One primi-
tive airstrip near the headwaters
provides river-runners access to
Charley National Wild River. Most
visitors come to see the sleepy, his-
toric towns of Eagle and Circle, once
major supply points for gold seekers
at the turn of the century. The pre-
serve is easily reached by charter
boat from either of the towns where
limited accommodations and ser-
vices are available. The area enjoys
the warm, dry, sunny summers typi-
cal of the subarctic interior climate.

Nancy L. Simmerman, a freelance
photographer and writer and resident
of Alaska since 1959, co-authored 55
Ways to the Wilderness in South-
central Alaska, a hiking, canoeing,
and ski-touring guidebook. She is cur-

rently completing a comprehensive book
called Alaska’s Parklands, fo be pub-
lished in 1982 by The Mountaineers
(Seattle), describing one hundred eleven
protected lands in Alaska, both state
and federal.
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Alaskan Wildlife Portfolio

A strong appeal of the national parklands in Alaska
is their wealth of wildlife. Here thrive many ani-
mals that are scarce elsewhere in our country—
grizzly bears, wolves, bald eagles, trumpeter swans,
wolverines—as well as others unique to the North-
land, like caribou and Dall sheep, and still others
common elsewhere. Here in Alaska are summer
breeding grounds of marine mammals and myriads
of waterfowl, shorebirds, and songbirds. The Alaska
Lands Act added 43.6 million acres to the National
Park System, 53.8 million acres to the National
Wildlife Refuge System, and 3.4 million acres to the
National Forest System. That vast amount of land is
hard to imagine, but in Alaska animals must range
over huge territories to find enough nourishing food
to sustain life.
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Steve Kaufman

The largest land predator on earth, the Alaskan brown bear
(right), is lord of the Alaskan wilderness. Katmai National
Park provides the last sanctuary anywhere for a large popu-
lation of unhunted brown bears. The antlers of the bull
caribou above are still bloody from the loss of their velvet
covering. At left, a vixen blinks sleepily as she awakens at
sunrise at 3:00 a.m. in the north addition to Denali National
Park.
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Robert Belous
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A spunky golden eagle fledgling
(above) seems quite capable of defend-
ing himself and his nest-mate. At right,
a mountain goat surveys his lofty king-
dom in the Wrangells, one of the few
places in the world noted for both Dall
sheep and mountain goats. Below, a
seal pup in Glacier Bay sunbathes on
an ice floe while its mother forages
nearby.

Robert Belous
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Alaska Land Scramble

So you thought the Alaska Lands Act

settled everything? Read on . . .

“Parks are rarely perfect when the
ink dries on the legislation.” That
sentiment, expressed by conserva-
tionists and federal land managers
alike, is especially true for Alaska
lands. In December 1980, at the elev-
enth hour of the Carter Administra-
tion, it made more sense to get an act
passed with compromises than to
wait for the incoming Reagan Ad-
ministration to block the act.

The question now is how do we
protect those 100-million-plus acres
of parklands, wildlife refuges, and
national forest wilderness from the
flanking actions of the Reagan Ad-
ministration and from skirmishes
among federal, state, and Native
Alaskan agencies?

In Alaska the rules are different
than in the Lower 48. You can drive
a snowmobile in designated national
forest wilderness, even build a fish
hatchery. An airplane is a legal
means of transportation on any fed-
eral land in Alaska. A large portion
of what the National Park Service
(NPS) administers fits a land desig-
nation called “preserve,” where
sport hunting is legal. Subsistence
hunting is even allowed within na-
tional park boundaries.

Subsistence hunting and fishing,
which accommodates all people who
live off the land and allows Alaskan
Natives to continue a centuries-old
way of life, was a wise provision to
the Alaska Lands Act. Unfortunate-
ly, the bare-bones 1982 NPS budget
allows for only one fulltime park
ranger per 1.9 million acres; so illegal
hunters don’t even need to be wily.

Because the Act required much
compromise to pass at all, the origi-
nal intention to include entire eco-
systems didn’t work out. And Interi-
or Secretary James Watt is trying his
best to open up as much land as
possible to exploration and develop-
ment. Moreover, Watt has halted
studies that could provide for new

Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
wilderness areas.

One of Watt’s most outrageous
actions was his attempt to make the
U.S. Geologic Survey the lead agen-
cy in studying the effects of oil and
gas exploration on wildlife in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
This is the job of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, which manages the
refuge. A U.S. district court has
ruled in favor of conservationists
and Alaskan Natives, who sued
Watt over the issue: The action is
bad conservation and illegal. Interior
is still appealing.

Sport hunters and the Administra-
tion are even gearing up to push
more national parkland into the
“preserve” category and thus open
up more land for “pleasure shoot-
ing.”

The most promising way of solv-
ing the complex land management
mess legislated by Congress is by
land exchange. Ideally, land ex-
changes could shape consistent and
integral land patterns. The Interior
Department, however, ordered the
National Park Service to use only
other parklands as trading stock to
“improve” park boundaries, instead
of less environmentally sensitive
BLM land. Interior is even eyeing
designated wilderness areas as ex-
change stock. Secretary Watt’s ma-
neuvering subverts any benefits and
protections that land exchanges
could provide. But land exchanges
bear watching because they can set
precedents and shape the future of
Alaska lands:

® McCarthy Exchange. The state
of Alaska owns some 20,000 acres in
the middle of Wrangell-St. Elias Na-
tional Park. Because the state favors
selling its land (for possible subdivi-
sion), conservationists advocate ex-
change of these lands with available
BLM acreage. Watt does not. The
NPS has been forced to offer up for

Michele Strutin

sacrifice acreage in four other na-
tional parks.

® Chugach Exchange. To comply
with the Act, the Administration is
looking for acreage that would im-
prove some Chugach Native lands
and improve conservation units.
Somehow, the Administration has
included for Chugach Natives, Inc.,
pristine lands of the Bremner River
Valley in Wrangell-St. Elias—one of
the most remote areas in all Alaska.
This deal doesn’t look like improve-
ment to conservationists. Chugach
Natives, Inc., doesn’t even want this
property, but the Administration
leaves them no choice.

o St. Matthew Island Exchange.
Native corporations want to trade
some of their holdings for 2,560
acres of wildlife refuge wilderness
on St. Matthew Island. The corpora-
tions would then lease the island to
ARCO for oil exploration/develop-
ment. When ARCO completes its
work, the corporations would give
the land back: no longer wilderness,
but oil-company refuse.

® Kurupa Lake Exchange. The ex-
change of BLM Petroleum Reserve
land for Kurupa Lake, a Native
holding, added the lake to Gates of
the Arctic National Park and is the
only completed exchange as of this
writing. Though small, the scenic
Kurupa Lake parcel provides key ac-
cess to Gates of the Arctic.

NPCA would like to see more ex-
changes like this one. Whatever the
results of land exchange, though, the
boundary lines on Alaska maps will
change again—and again.

You can help. Ask to be put on the
mailing list for draft planning docu-
ments, then send your comments.
Write: John E. Cook, Director; NPS
Regional Office; 540 W. 5th Ave.,
Rm. 202; Anchorage, AK 99501.
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footprints.” For those of us who seek out the backcountry

' ‘ost of us have heard the slogan, “Take only pictures, leave only

when we visit national parks, low-impact camping has be-
come an important skill. Our footprints, however, are not always as
innocuous as the slogan implies. Footprints can erode trails, destroy
plants, and disturb ecosystems. Without realizing it, we humans can
damage the very wild places we pledge to preserve. . ..

WALKING LIGHTLY

by Sam Curtis

New studies have revealed that
certain kinds of habitats are more
susceptible to damage from hiking
and camping than was previously
recognized. Factors such as soil
moisture, steepness of incline, and
kind of plant cover must be taken
into account by backcountry visi-
tors. For example, wet areas around
lakes and streams, in meadows, near
snowbanks and swamps—in fact
any ground thoroughly dampened
by rain or snow—become considera-
bly softened and thus more fragile.
Heavy footsteps in these places
make deep impressions that tear up
the roots of low ground cover and
act as small holding areas for water.
Years of continuous use may result
in the formation of bogs along trails
in some types of habitat and deep
furrows in trails in other habitats.

According to a three-year investi-
gation on footgear design funded by
the National Park Service and L. L.
Bean Company, among others, lug-
soled boots, in particular, can dam-
age moist earth. The study found
that “during wet summers or in the
spring and fall when moisture con-
ditions are usually high . . . imprints
left by hikers wearing lug-soled
boots would significantly contribute
to greater trail rutting and degrada-
tion.”

Steep slopes covered with loose
rock or soil are also susceptible to
damage by hikers’ footsteps. Hill-
sides composed of sand, gravel, and
scree tend to shift under the pressure
of footsteps. Walking on these
slopes disturbs the natural cohesion
in soil surfaces and pulls out the
plants that would normally help
prevent erosion.

A recent study performed by Da-
vid Cole, research ecologist with the

U.S. Forest Service, casts doubts on
the validity of some hiking and
camping practices that were, until
recently, considered low-impact. Re-
search in the Eagle Cap Wilderness
Area of Oregon found that less dam-
age results from hiking in meadows
and open forests than from hiking in
densely forested areas. This conclu-
sion has been supported by similar
findings in Yosemite, the Madison
Range of Montana, and the Bound-
ary Waters Canoe Area.

Cole also questions the practice of
camping in “areas with no signs of
previous use” as a way to keep dam-
age to the environment to a mini-
mum. He points to a number of
studies that show that even light use
can severely damage a site. One such
study conducted in the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area found that
“heavily used campsites (those occu-
pied 61 to 90 days per season) had
lost 87 percent of their ground cover,
while lightly used sites (0 to 30 days
per season) had lost 80 percent.”

Cole concludes that the best way
for backcountry campers to keep
from disturbing wilderness habitat is
to use campsites that already exist.
This rule may be especially useful in
alpine areas, where researchers esti-
mate that complete recovery of dis-
turbed sites can take as long as a
thousand years.

Long-term research on this com-
plex issue is essential to our com-
plete understanding of how to enjoy
and protect fragile wild habitats. In
the meantime, the tips listed here
can help us tread more lightly in
park wildlands.

Sam Curtis is a freelance writer living
in Bozeman, Montana.

On the Trail

® Don’t take short-cuts or cut across
switchbacks.

® Avoid walking on trail shoulders
or parallel to the main trail.

e If remaining on a muddy or ob-
structed trail proves difficult or dan-
gerous, make a wide detour, walking
far off the trail in a path that others
are unlikely to follow.

o At the end of your trip, notify the
agency responsible for maintaining
the trail of any obstacles or hazard-
ous conditions that exist.

Off the Trail

® Walk abreast instead of single file.
e Skirt around damp and boggy
areas.

® Walk on snow and rocks when-
ever you can do so safely.

® In mountainous areas, follow the
backbones of gradual ridges instead
of cutting down steep side slopes.

® If you must hike on a steep slope,
make your own switchback as you
ascend and descend.

® Do not glissade down gravel or
scree slopes.

® Avoid the use of deeply treaded
hiking boots except where safety de-
mands their use.

In Camp
® Wherever existing campsites are
available, use them.
o When no campsites exist, select a
location at least 100 feet from open
water, avoiding moist areas.
e If you have a choice, camp in a dry
meadow or open forest rather than
in a dense forest.
® To avoid damaging plants, make
your camp on snow, sand, or rock
when possible.
® Use a large-capacity, collapsible
water container to reduce wear and
tear caused by repeated trips to your
water source.
® Wear soft, smooth-soled mocca-
sins or tennis shoes around camp.
® Spend no more than one or two
nights at any one campsite.

Note

Many of the national parks have de-
veloped their own special policies
for camping in backcountry areas.
Follow specific park guidelines and
regulations, where given.




A Quick Checklist for Travelers

PARK TIPS

national parks. This list of publications and tips includes some

' ‘uch information exists to help travelers plan vacations to the

of the most useful general information.

Orders and inquiries concerning Government Printing Office (GPO)
publications should be sent to the Superintendent of Documents, U.S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. Include the
title, stock number, and full payment by check or money order.

Additional information concerning the national parks may be ob-
tained by writing to the superintendent of the park you are interested
in visiting; or write to the Office of Public Inquiries, National Park

Service, Washington, D.C. 20240.

Park Prices
In 1982, 63 parks (out of 333) are
charging enfrance fees, ranging from
50¢ for people on bicycles or with
tours to $1-$3 per private passenger
vehicle.

Entrance fees will remain stable
for at least the next few months, but
special-use fees have increased and
fees for campsites now range be-
tween $4 and $6 per night.

Save Money
1982 Golden Eagle Passport. For per-
sons under sixty-two years of age.
Good for one calendar year. Costs
$10 and admits the purchaser and all
traveling with that person in a pri-
vate, noncommercial vehicle to all
National Park System entrance-fee
areas at no charge. Does nof cover
special-use fees. Apply in person or
write National Park Service, 18th &
C Sts., N.W,, Room 1013, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20240.

Golden Age Passport. Free to citi-
zens or permanent U.S. residents
who are sixty-two years of age or
older. Good for lifetime of holder.
Provides the same admission privi-
leges as the Golden Eagle pass plus a
50 percent discount on camping and
other use fees. Apply in person with
proof of age.

Golden Access Passport. For people
who are physically disabled or blind.
This passport provides the same
privileges as the Golden Age pass.
Apply in person and bring some

proof of eligibility for federal dis-
ability programs.

All three types of passports may
be obtained at any park that charges
an entrance fee.

Backcountry Camping
In order to protect fragile areas and
provide a measure of solitude, the
Park Service issues free permits to
limit the number of persons permit-
ted in certain sections of backcoun-
try at one time. Most areas issue per-
mits on a first-come, first-served
basis; however, when one area is
closed, backpackers usually will find
that another area in the same park is
available. For information on per-
mits and backcountry regulations,
write to the superintendent of the
park of your choice.

Read All About It
National Parks of the United States:
Guide and Map. Handy pocket fold-
out map of the nation shows all
units of the National Park System.
Guide includes a chart that lists the
activities, facilities, and services of
each park, from guided tours to
campgrounds. 1980 edition. GPO
Stock #024-005-00771-7. $2.00.

Complete Guide to America’s Na-
tional Parks. New 336-page trip-
planning directory provides descrip-
tions, maps, and directions to each
park plus information on activities,
accommodations, and more. $7.95
plus $1.30 postage and handling per

copy (D.C. residents add $.40 sales
tax each). Send check or money or-
der to National Park Foundation,
Department PA, Box 57473, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20037.

Access National Parks, A Guide for
Handicapped Visitors. Describes park
facilities for disabled persons. GPO
Stock #024-005-00691-5. $4.00.

Visitor Accommodations. 1980-81
edition of booklet that lists lodgings,
places to eat, and other services run
by concessioners within the parks.
GPO Stock #024-005-00777-6.
$4.25.

Guide fo Lesser-Known Areas of the
National Park System. Lists more
than 160 of the less-frequented
parks; includes information on ac-
commodations and available activi-
ties. 1981 edition. GPO Stock #024-
005-00794-6. $4.00.

Index of the National Park System
and Related Areas. New 1982 edition
of hundred-page booklet with al-
phabetical listing, state-by-state de-
scriptions and much useful informa-
tion on more than 330 parks. GPO
Stock #024-005-00763-6. $3.75.

Reserve a Spot
Computerized campground reserva-
tions can be obtained for 3,000
campsites in seven parks during the
1982 season. The national parks in-
volved are Yosemite and Sequoia/
Kings Canyon (Calif.), Grand Can-
yon (Ariz.), Rocky Mountain
(Colo.), Shenandoah (Va.), Great
Smoky Mountains (Tenn.-N.C.),
and Cape Hatteras National Sea-
shore (N.C.).

Reservations may be made at
more than 600 Ticketron outlets na-
tionwide, by mail or in person (but
not by phone). You can make reser-
vations no more than eight weeks in
advance. The mailing address is
Ticketron Reservation Office, Box
2715, San Francisco, CA 94126. Res-
ervation forms may be obtained by
writing Ticketron or the Office of
Public Inquiries at the National Park
Service. Mention your Golden Age
or Access pass when making reser-
vations. The charge for reservations
is $2 plus the prepaid cost of the
campsites ($4-$6 per night).

Check with the superintendent of
the park you want to visit to find
out if campsite reservations (includ-
ing group and hike-in campsites) are
required.




NPCA Report

Two Dam Projects
Stopped at Dinosaur

The waters of the Green and Yampa
rivers, which flow through Dinosaur
National Monument, are safe from
dams—for the time being. According
to NPCA’s Southwest Representa-
tive Russ Butcher, the principal
source of money for two proposed
dams on Colorado’s free-flowing
Yampa River has backed out.

Colorado Ute, a public power util-

ity serving northwestern Colorado,
" cited greatly increased cost estimates
as its reason for withdrawing finan-
cial backing for the long-proposed
dams on the Yampa River (as much
as $300 million for actual construc-
tion costs plus several times that fig-
ure for financing).

Cross Mountain Dam would be
only nine miles upstream from Di-
nosaur National Monument, and Ju-
niper Dam would be twenty-five
miles farther upstream. As of this
writing, the dam proposals have nof
been canceled, however. The appli-
cation is still pending before the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion; but the commission could dis-
miss the licensing application unless
other financing and a show of need
are forthcoming.

These developments give hope to
those who cherish the free-flowing
Yampa River. The Yampa, which
winds though magnificent Yampa
Canyon in Dinosaur, is the last un-
dammed major tributary of the Col-
orado River.

Ben Harding, National Park Ac-
tion Project representative and exec-
utive director of the Friends of the
Yampa, says, “We're happy to see
that Colorado Ute now recognizes
the economic infeasibility of the
proposed dams. But we feel any cel-
ebration now is premature. This
project has been promoted as far
back as 1905.”

Another dam proposal that threat-
ens Dinosaur has been postponed
until the latter half of the 1980s. The
Bureau of Reclamation (BuRec) is
postponing the addition of another
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generator and the rewinding and
uprating of the three existing gener-
ators at Flaming Gorge Dam until
results of a similar project at Glen
Canyon Dam become available. The
additional generating power would
increase flow capacity by 50 percent,
seriously affecting riparian habitat
downstream on the Green River.

The Provo, Utah, BuRec office
points out that demand for electric-
ity has dropped substantially. It is
also true that the BuRec faces a stiff
fight with environmentalists over
the lack of a promised regional envi-
ronmental impact study.

These dam postponements are
good news for some twelve thou-

sand visitors per year who run the
Yampa and Green rivers and for all
who care about the protection of Di-
nosaur National Monument. But, as
Russ Butcher points out, park pro-
ponents will need to watch these
threats in the years ahead.

Seiberling Stands
Firm for Parks

In the wake of testimony that re-
vealed the breadth and depth of
abuses to our national parks, Repre-
sentative John Seiberling (D-Ohio)
introduced a new park protection
bill. Seiberling, chairman of the
Continued on page 35

Death Valley: from Pick and Shovel Prospectors
to Mile-wide Strip Mines

Mining activities in Death Valley
National Monument, though still
extensive, have been declining dur-
ing the past forty-nine years. Repre-
sentative James Santini (D-Nev.) has
called for the General Accounting
Office (GAO) study entitled “Min-
ing on National Park Service
Lands—What Is at Stake?”

Although Santini states he does
not support opening up our national
parks to mining, he feels that “sub-
stantial mineral deposits” in Death
Valley National Monument could be
vital to our nation’s future energy
supply. If legislation results from
this GAO study, the monument will
be seriously endangered by renewed
mining.

Despite the decline in mining, the
monument is already one of the
most thoroughly prospected areas in
the West. Death Valley National
Monument was established in 1933
to protect the dramatic but extreme-
ly friable landscape of the Mojave
Desert. Only four months later,
mineral prospecting was authorized
in the monument to accommodate
the traditional pick-and-shovel
prospector who enhances the pio-
neer atmosphere of the place. That
authorization took place before the
time of big strip-mine operations.

Then, in 1976, Congress passed a
moratorium on opening new surface
mines and halted all new mineral
claims. The moratorium on surface

disturbance expired September 1980.

Recently, talc and gold-mine op-
erations in Death Valley National
Monument have been approved, but
both have yet to start production.
Many mines in the monument, such
as some owned by the U.S. Borax
and Chemical Corporation, which
has approximately 3,000 acres of
patented claims, have been closed
for more than twenty years. Other
mining companies have increased
production since passage of the 1976
Mining in the Parks Act.

It is ironic that any mine expan-
sion is even contemplated for the
monument. Borate and talc are the
main minerals extracted from Death
Valley (and what is mined of those
minerals in the monument repre-
sents an insignificant amount). Both
are exported; neither mineral mined
in the monument is nationally signif-
icant. Yet “national significance” is
the tag Representative Santini wants
to pin on Death Valley mining.

Present mining activities in the
monument are allowed by law. But
NPCA advocates acquisition of a//
claims not yet in production, espe-
cially those in the popular and high-
ly visible Furnace Creek Wash area,
site of the famous Zabriskie Point
and Manly Beacon landmarks. Only
then will the austere beauty of
Death Valley National Monument
be protected.

—Scott Barringer, NPCA intern
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Grassroots Park Protectors State Their Case

The National Park Action Project
(NTPAP) held its organizational
meeting February 3, 1982, at NPCA
headquarters in Washington, D.C.
The goal of the meeting was how to
accomplish NPAP’s own version of
the “new federalism”’; that is, how
can local groups better protect their
region’s national parks?

To this end, NPCA’s President
Paul Pritchard suggested identifying
the problems individual parks face
and finding common threads. People
mentioned external threats, such as
industrial, mineral, and residential
development; neutralizing the an-
tagonism of antienvironmental local
residents; alternate methods of pro-
tection and land acquisition; en-
croachment on wildlife; the National
Park Service (NPS) itself, which
some representatives faulted for
holding back on protecting the
parks; the ORV controversy. . . .

NPAP representatives were as
varied a lot as the list of park prob-
lems. The parks they represent range
from the historical monuments
within the nation’s capital to the
vast natural reserves a continent
away on the Olympic Peninsula in
the State of Washington. Some rep-
resentatives described themselves as
born conservationists, some grew
into the position, and some were
forced to become conservationists by

. events around them.

Willis Peterson is in the third cat-
egory. He describes himself as a for-
mer engineer who became a protec-
tor of Manassas National Battlefield
when he bought a house near the
park and was told that the Marriott
Corporation was going to build a
huge theme park fifty feet from his
front window. He became an envi-
ronmental activist.

Terri Martin has a windblown,
southwestern look, and a precise
way of explaining the land problems
in the Four Corners region. Starting
in 1973 at Glen Canyon NRA, she
worked as a seasonal ranger with the
Park Service over a seven-year peri-
od, growing more and more dis-
turbed by the accumulating degra-
dations. Now Terri and other
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southwestern representatives such as
Jane Whalen try to quell environ-
mental brush fires that break out
near their region’s national parks—
Bryce, Arches, Canyonlands, Zion.

NPAP representative Edward
Towle used to work as a curator for
the Smithsonian Institution. One as-
signment took him to the Virgin Is-
lands and he liked the place so much
he never left. He is helping to pre-
serve the Virgin Islands as the pris-
tine place he chose to make his
home.

Many other activists attended the
conference: Martin Litton, river run-
ner, president of the Federation of
Western Outdoor Clubs, and all-
around environmental activist, looks
as much like a Shakespearean actor
as he does an outdoorsman; Norma
Schaeffer, who was on the Glacier
fire patrol before outdoors was “in,”
now keeps her eye on the integrity
of the Indiana Dunes National Lake-
shore as a member of the Save the
Dunes Council; Father Barry Hagan,
who includes among his duties that
of protecting Fort Clatsop National

Memorial, the historic site on the
Oregon coast that marks the west-
ernmost point of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition; Dama Rice and
Judy Johnson, recipients of NPCA’s
1981 Park Conservationist Award.
In addition to outlining specific
and general park problems, the
NPAP sought ways to communicate
effectively: through local media and
with each other via NPAP’s Wash-
ington, D.C., coordinator Jim Welsh.

Park Hearings

During three days succeeding the
conference, NPAP representatives
testified at the oversight hearings on
threats to the natural and cultural
resources of the National Park Sys-
tem. The House Subcommittee on
Public Lands and National Parks is
chaired by Representative John Sei-
berling (D-Ohio), who made it clear,
right off, how the situation stands.

Seiberling said, “For the cost of
one nuclear aircraft carrier, we could
clear up all land acquisition prob-
lems.”

In the opinion of Representative
Bruce Vento (D-Minn.), vacationing
in the National Park System is a “rec-
reation bargain,” but he cautioned

NPAP representatives at House hearings (left to right): Hooper Brooks (Gateway
1), and Joe Zysman (Fire Island).

NRA), Dave Startzell (Appalachian Trai
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that “the greatest threat [to the Sys-
tem] is buffer-zone infringement.”
NPCA President Paul Pritchard,
who led the list of NPAP’s thirty
witnesses, suggested the need for
regular State of the Parks reports.
The one report that was done (in
1980) listed more than 4,000 individ-
ual threats to the System’s 333 units;
and, as has been pointed out, resolu-
tion of these threats is more likely if
the issues are kept before the public.

Rare Wood Collecting

Begin to collect and display rare, exotic
and beautiful examples crafted in the
form of magnificent Wood Eggs. Catalog
gives description and interesting history
of 52 woods from all over the world.
Includes 10 favorite American woods.
Nood & gps an iveseslehle

ave precions

Send $1.00 for Wood Egg Catalog

Woods of the World, Inc.

Box 24007, P-582, Cincinnati, OH 45224

Pritchard noted that the “bio-
sphere reserves are triply threat-
ened.” Biosphere sites, such as
Olympic and Virgin Islands national
parks, are chosen by the United Na-
tions as especially representative of
specific ecosystems, and Pritchard
insisted that the reserves must serve
“as biological benchmarks for the
state of the environment in general.”

Using graphics to illustrate his
point, NPCA'’s Federal Activities Di-
rector T. Destry Jarvis dramatically
revealed the situation that exists at
some of our national parks. Photo-
graphs of the gaping, open-pit Bor-
axo Mine at Death Valley National
Monument and the landscape deci-
mated by burros at the same monu-
ment prompted Representative Sei-
berling to contrast the eyesores with
his impression of the place:

“We were impressed by the
threats that mining constitutes to

the park, and were overwhelmed by
the beauty of that environment. As
Neil Armstrong said of the moon, ‘it
is a magnificent desolation.””

The NPAP witnesses were divided
into regional panels, and each person
presented testimony relating to indi-
vidual park problems. Some of the
topics covered included acid rain and
a potential excess of World’s Fair
visitors in the Great Smoky Moun-
tains; possible boundary deletions at
Voyageurs; the gradually disappear-
ing Hopewell Earthworks at Mound
City in Ohio; the proposed nuclear
waste dump site next to Canyon-
lands.

Despite the extent of park prob-
lems, the consensus was that now
the lines of communication are open
and NPAP representatives can work
from a position of grassroots
strength.

—Michele Strutin

RAISED RELIEF MAPS

SHOW A LOT MORE...of the terrain
of the eastern/western regions of the
U. S. Mainland and Hawaii.
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NPCA Recommends New Ways
to Keep Parks Healthy

In testimony representing NPCA,
Paul Pritchard indicated ways in
which the National Park Service
(NPS) should be given the authority
to more fully protect our parks.

“Without such new authority and
direction from the Congress, the
park resources will be doomed,” said
Pritchard.

NPCA'’s Legislative Proposals

® Prohibit any federal action that
leads to development inconsistent
with the integrity of any park land,
unless no alternative exists.

® Authorize NPS superintendents
to make small grants and provide
technical assistance to local govern-
ment to help prepare plans for pri-
vate lands surrounding parks.

® Authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to establish zones on private
lands around parks where regula-
tions are needed to protect these
parks from incompatible activities
(and compensate land owners when
necessary).

® Acquire inferests in land where
incompatible uses exist, which
would not require full-fee acquisi-
tion or NPS management of the
land.

® Require the NPS director to

submit an annual “State of the
Parks” report to Congress.

® Require a comprehensive report
(to be completed within three years)
on the current legislative boundary
of each park including recommenda-
tions as to boundary additions.

e Authorize and appropriate an-
nual funds for mitigating “Signifi-
cant Resource Problems” of great
magnitude.

Administrative Proposals

® Upgrade the NPS Natural Re-
sources Management Division; and
hire thirty additional resource mana-
gers/trainees and assign them to
highly threatened parks.

e Update all management plans to
address threats specified in the
““State of the Parks—1980" report.

e Allocate up to 10 percent of
each park unit’s annual funds for a
complete inventory of its natural
and cultural resources.

® Monitor Biosphere Reserves for
biological change and submit data
with recommendations to Congress
every five years.

® Implement immediately the
NPS recommendation to establish
“SWAT” teams specifically trained
to help resolve major park threats.
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Continued from page 32

House Public Lands and National
Parks Subcommittee, proposed the
National Parks Protection Act of
1982 (H.R. 5552) at oversight hear-
ings on February 22, 1982.

A strong defender of public lands,
Seiberling said, “Graphic evidence of
imminent dangers to the parks has
been brought to our attention.”

Secretary of the Interior James
Watt was present at the hearings to
make clear the Administration’s po-
sition on park problems and the
budget for the parks. Because the
hearings took place the day after his
explosive and misleading wilderness
pronouncement on “Meet the
Press,” Watt answered questions on
that policy as well as expected ques-
tions on park fee increases.

In response to the way Watt has
been exercising his responsibilities
as steward of the parks, Seiberling
dressed down the secretary.

“I have been particularly dis-
turbed by some of the recent deci-
sions of the Secretary, which will
have the effect of making it much
more difficult for [Congress] to ob-
tain detailed information about the
activities of the Department of the
Interior,” said Seiberling. “I believe
that we cannot take lightly any such
efforts to interfere with the dis-
charge of our own duties on behalf
of the American people. It is not my
intention to permit such policies to
stand in our way.”

The Park Protection Act would be
one way that Congress could dis-
charge its duty on behalf of the peo-
ple. To some extent, the specific
points of H.R. 5552 parallel the com-
ments NPCA has made on park pro-
tection: report regularly to Congress
on the State of the Parks, use federal
lands adjacent to parks in ways con-
sistent with park protection, help lo-
cal governments plan wisely for ar-
eas adjacent to the parks.

NPCA'’s Paul Pritchard praised the
bill, saying “it finally gives the Na-
tional Park System the protection
that Congress intended when the ar-
eas were first established. With this
bill the parks can truly be preserved
for future generations.”

Wrrite to your representative and
ask him or her to support H.R. 5552.
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EPA Seeks to Dump Ban
on Coyote Poison

The coyote is called “trickster” by
the Navajos, “killer” by sheep
ranchers, and “survivor” by those
who appreciate the species’ tenacity.
If the Interior Department and the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) get their way, whole local
populations of coyotes may be called
“terminated.”

The reason: the Fish and Wildlife
Service’s drive to reregister Com-
pound 1180, the lethal poison that
former President Nixon banned in
1972 as a solution to predator control.

Compound 1080 (sodium fluoro-
acetate) was banned because it is
dangerous, not only to coyote popu-
lations, but also to the whole food
chain, including humans: A total of
thirteen people have died accidental-
ly from the effects of Compound
1080 poisoning.

In concert with Defenders of
Wildlife, National Audubon Society,
and other conservation organiza-
tions, NPCA has submitted testimo-
ny against reregistration to the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s
hearings on Compound 1080.

In a sense, the coyote problem is a
human problem. We have killed off
wolves, bears, and mountain lions
that help control the coyote popula-
tion by competing with coyotes for
prey. Also, herding techniques (vigi-
lant sheepherders and guard dogs)
that used to control sheep killers
have waned in a society that encour-
ages mechanical and chemical solu-
tions to predation.

The studies that led to the 1972
ban on Compound 1080 showed that
wide use of the poison not only was
dangerous; it was actually an inef-
fective way to control coyote preda-
tion of sheep. Poisoned bait does kill
coyotes, but unless one targets the
sheep killers in particular, the indis-
criminate killing of coyotes has been
shown to have little effect on the
predation problem. (This criticism
applies to another practice the Fish
and Wildlife Service would like to
reinstate: “‘denning,” that is, exter-
minating litters of coyote pups in
their dens.) If coyote populations are
greatly reduced in an area because of

Coyotes—survive too well.

indiscriminate killing, the rodent
population goes up and farmers’
crops suffer. And many other ani-
mals—dozens of mountain lions and
bears, hundreds of dogs, and thou-
sands of foxes—have died from eat-
ing the poisoned bait meant for coy-
otes.

Ranchers would like to get to the
root of their problem by using 1080
in sheep collars so that predators,
when they go for the throat, will
consume the poison, not the sheep.
The problem with this method—in
fact with any use of Compound
1080—is that the poison kills slowly
and deteriorates slowly; secondary
poisoning can and does occur. For
instance, bald eagles, which are
scavengers, would be poisoned by
eating the carcass of a coyote that
died from Compound 1080.

The EPA has hampered the coali-
tion that is fighting reregistration of
Compound 1080 by obstructing ac-
cess to background information in
its supposedly open files. In the end,
though, the burden of proof lies
with the agencies seeking reregistra-
tion, not with environmentalists.

The basis for claiming that Com-
pound 1080 is safe enough to rereg-
ister is research data compiled by Dr.
Ernest Kun, a biochemist at the Uni-
versity of California. The EPA has
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quoted Dr. Kun’s research as new
evidence for 1080. The agency has
assumed that the research proves far
more than Dr. Kun says it does,
however. Both he and the universi-
ty’s legal department have protested,
stating that the EPA has distorted
and misrepresented his work.

Huey Johnson, secretary of the
California Resources Agency,
summed up the situation succinctly:
“Secretary Watt’s new predator con-
trol policies are no more based on
scientific evidence than the Salem
witch trials.”

Parks for People,

Not Profits

Interior Secretary James Watt’s pro-
posal to charge park visitors addi-
tional user fees has fallen flat. So far.
Though the national parks will not
be turned into “natural” amusement
parks—with tickets to touch a red-
wood, passes to view the geysers—
Watt would like the parks to pay off
in profits by including new user
fees, such as for parking lots and
backcountry camping.

The mandate of park managers is
to protect park resources and pro-
vide for the visitor. “Selling” the
parks is not part of a superinten-
dent’s job description. Yet, in a
memo to National Park Service
(NPS) Director Russell Dickenson,
Watt stated that he would like to
“base senior executive service and
merit pay actions and promotions in
part on financial performance.” Be-
cause no definite criteria exist for
measuring park managers’ perfor-
mance in protecting resources and
accommodating visitors, NPCA be-
lieves that measuring performance
by what the park balance sheet says
could too easily become the standard
by which NPS employees would be
judged.

Opponents of Watt’s proposal do
not quibble with charging reason-
able entrance and campsite fees.
Adding fees for every sort of park
recreation would make parks too ex-
pensive for much of the tax-paying
public, however, and our public
parks could become the domain of
the monied elite. Commenting on
this proposal in a press statement,
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NPCA President Paul Pritchard said,
““Parks are for people, not for profits.”

Because entrance-fee raises must
be approved by Congress and user-
fee raises do not, Secretary Watt has
ordered park managers to raise exist-
ing recreational-use fees. Visitors to
the national parks will notice those
increased fees this summer. Watt
also proposed new kinds of user
fees: boat launch fees, parking lot
fees, horse trail fees, backcountry
camping fees. Charging tolls for
highways on park property, such as
George Washington Memorial Park-
way (a major Washington, D.C,,
commuting corridor), was even in
the plans until the idea was dropped
as impractical.

In his statement, Pritchard also
noted that backcountry camping
fees are also an impractical idea.
Much of the money the National
Park Service would make in fees
would be lost in salaries for collect-
ing the fees. Even now many of the
parks’ entrance stations are not fully
staffed because the administrative
costs outweigh the additional en-
trance fee income.

Before howls of protest forced
Secretary Watt to withdraw his bill
for rewriting, his fee program even
went so far as to include a federal
fee permit for hunting and fishing
on public lands.

Everglades Dedicated as
Subtropic Heritage Site

Everglades National Park was offi-
cially dedicated as a World Heritage
Site April 6, 1982. The United Na-
tions recognizes the park as such be-
cause it is an outstanding example of
a subtropical environment.

Everglades also has more than
thirty protected animal species, in-
cluding North American crocodiles,
panthers, and the largest number of
bald eagle breeding pairs on the East
Coast.

Although Everglades faces many
threats from the surrounding urban
environment (such as depletion of
the water table), Superintendent
Jack Morehead believes that the
park’s World Heritage distinction
helps advertise the fact that this
park is a significant, critical habitat.

Park
Briefs
A disease that has contributed to
the deaths of fifty bighorn sheep in
Yellowstone National Park is being
allowed to run its course. A form of
conjunctivitis, the disease that has
blinded the bighorns occurs natural-
ly and should run its course relative-
ly soon, according to park biologist
Mary Meagher.
The Historic American Buildings
Survey (HABS) works as an adjunct
to the National Park Service (NPS)
documenting the historic structures
on NPS property. Fortunately, the
HABS had recorded the vital statis-
tics of Marshall House and F.D.R.’s
birthplace, both of which were dam-
aged by fire this past year. The Park
Service supports strengthening the
HABS program so that the group can
complete documentation of NPS
historic structures (less than 25 per-
cent have been documented).

' June 5 marks the U.N. Environ-

ment Programme’s (UNEP) World
Environment Day. In addition to a
May conference in Nairobi, Kenya,
an awards ceremony, and a chil-
dren’s poster contest, UNEP is en-
couraging religious groups to dedi-
cate the June 5th weekend as
sabbath for Stewardship of the
Earth.

National Park Service

In Alaska, the National Park Service is
making a point of hiring Native Alas-
kans who have extensive knowledge of
land and wildlife management issues.

Above: In the waters of the Kobuk
River in northwest Alaska, NPS Re-
gional Director John Cook (left) meets
with rangers Bud Rice and Gladys
Komack, an Eskimo whose family has
lived in the Kobuk Valley for genera-
tions.
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Put West Virginia on your calendar and join us for the
3rd Annual White Water Benefit Raft Trip

Set aside May 28th for an exciting trip down the New
River—the oldest river in the Western Hemisphere.
Travel thru the scenic New River Gorge from
Thurmond, West Virginia, with the expert staff of
Wildwater Expeditions Unlimited.

The complete one-day package costs only $58 per
person. And, for the third straight year, all proceeds
from the day’s rafting will be donated to NPCA.

For more information and a reservation form write to:

NPCA Raft Trip
Wildwater Expeditions Unlimited
PO Box 55 ® Thurmond, West Virginia 25936

Space is limited, so write today!

Written by noted architectural FIRST TIME IN PRINT
historian Charles E. Peterson,

the Moore House report takes A must for students of history, or
the reader through the step-by- architecture!

step restoration of this .
historically significant structure. SPECIAL-Charles E. Peterson will

Made famous by the surrender autograph all copies of the deluxe edition

of Lord Cornwallis to George
Washington and the Allied

o French Forces, this house was
e Site of the Surrender—Yorktown I Please send me ______ copies of

SB IR SN bul_ldlng The Moore House at the special members' price of
restored by the National Park i
Servion. ‘Tha Book las | O Deluxe Edition— $8.45 (Reg. $9.95)

' O Paperback Edition— $4.20 (Reg. $4.95)

compendium of letters plus $1.25 postage and handling per order
photographs, drawings,

archaeological and
architectural data relating

——————————

\ J to the house.
The definitive ¥
o A NATIONAL Sity
text on historic |!lJ PARKS & :
structures CONSERVATION = =
restoration. NESS sssocuron iy

NPCA, 1701 18th St. N.W. Washington DC 20009

——————————————
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Quality, design, features and fit.

ALPINE SYSTEMS
Box 189. , Lafayette, CO 80026

The ___3V 40\
American Hiking
Society...

To explore, enjoy and
preserve America’s trails

The American Hiking Society
1701 18th Street, N.W
Washington, D.C. 20009

YES! I wish to lend my support to the preserva-
tion of America’s trails. Please enroll me as a
member of The American Hiking Society:

Life $500
Family $25
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Foreign $25
Student $10
Senior Citizen $10

Dues & Contributions are Tax-Deductible
Total amount enclosed $
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Address

Feedback

Pictograph Moderne

My attention was captured by your
picture of the Navajo pictograph in
Canyon del Muerte [September/Oc-
tober, page 13]. Seeing the actual
pictograph was interesting, but the
photograph gave me the necessary
information to do my own transla-
tion—a prize-winning water color of
the cliff. [See below.]

Helen Reeder

Balboa Island, California

Toeing the Line
After reading “Toeing the Line”
[March/April, page 27] by Owen
Hoffman, I am outraged. The idea
that Park Service personnel cannot
voice opposition to management de-
cisions is archaically absurd.

It is disheartening to learn that
even in our own government, with
valuable properties like our recrea-
tion areas at stake, employee intimi-
dation is being used to control oper-
ations.

It seems that Park Service employ-
ees must unite in their opposition
and speak out against management
policies that they find inappropriate.
After all, it is the employees, not the
administration, who work directly
with the public and the parks and
are most knowledgeable when issues
concerning the visitor arise.

It is easy to see how personnel
morale can suffer under such stress.
What can the citizen do? I feel the
breakdown of morale is t4¢ most im-
portant issue concerning the future
of our parks.

David Petronic
Seattle, Washington
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Fees and Facts
I wholeheartedly agree with Presi-
dent Reagan—government is too
big. I also wholeheartedly believe in
the value of protecting our wilder-
ness. Horns of the dilemma. Perhaps
our park system needs to charge to
make a profit, which can be used to
buy new parks.

I, who wish to preserve, seldom
visit the parks, am an armchair root-
er. But people who do visit would
seem to have a personal interest and
should pay more for the system than
those who remain at home. Lower
taxes, but higher entrance fees
would even out.

Eleanor Schmidt
Jackson Heights, New York

Actually, fees bring in less than 7
percent of the approximately $700 mil-
lion it costs to run the National Park
System (see “People, Not Profits,”” page
36, this issue).

—Editor

Natural Wonder
Over the past two years I have lived
and worked in Yellowstone National
Park, so I really appreciated the Jan-
uary/February issue.

As far as the Island Park Geother-
mal Area goes, I am totally against it.
Yellowstone geothermal areas are in
a delicate balance and usually the
slightest underground disturbance
greatly affects them. I realize the
search for energy is a never-ending
task, but why destroy one of the few
wonders this world has left?

David C. Lich
Pocatello, Idaho

Gone But Not Forgotten
I must call your attention to a factual
error: “No unit has been cut out of
the National Park System.” [January/
February, page 8.] This is simply not
so. Sullys Hill National Park was dis-
established, as were four national
monuments (Shoshone Cavern, Lew-
is and Clark Cavern, Fossil Cycad,
and Vernedrye). It would be unfortu-
nate if Watt and Arnett find out about
this, and twist the facts to suit their
objectives.

David E. Dobak

Beaverton, Oregon
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Bookshelf

The Common Sense Medical Guide
and Reference, by Newell Breyfogle
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book
Company, 1981), 414 pages, $6.95
softcover. This clear and concise
guide to emergency first aid covers
medical emergencies from snake
bites to shock and explains clearly
each step of the care process. The
handy size and waterproof, wash-
able cover make it an ideal compan-
ion for the outdoorsperson.

Nature Photography: A guide to
better outdoor pictures, by Stan
Osolinski (Englewood Cliffs: Pren-
tice-Hall, Inc., 1981), 175 pages,
$29.95 hardcover. Stan Osolinski
gives the amateur photographer/na-
turalist professional advice on how
to take better nature photographs.
His step-by-step, illustrated, non-
technical approach is helpful.

Gorp, Glop & Glue Stew, by
Yvonne Prater and Ruth Dyar Men-
denhall (Seattle: The Mountaineers,
1982), 204 pages, $6.95 paperback.
Recipes galore from 165 outdoor ex-
perts, gathered by Yvonne Prater
and Ruth Dyar Mendenhall, who
have also included anecdotes and
valuable tips on outdoor cooking
from the contributors.

Rand McNally National Park
Guide, by Michael Frome (New
York: Rand McNally & Company,
1982), 200 pages, $7.95 paperback. In
this fully revised and updated six-
teenth edition of the Rand McNally
National Park Guide, author Michael
Frome offers practical information
and tips on traveling in the national
parks. Mr. Frome gives a short de-
scription of each park and lists high-
lights and activities, accommoda-
tions, and seasonal events.

Alaskan National Parklands: This
Last Treasure, by William E. Brown
(Anchorage: Alaska Natural History
Association and the National Park
Service, 1982), 112 pages, $10.95
hardcover. William E. Brown takes a
look at the beauty and grandeur of
the new Alaska parklands in this
handsome, full-color book. The
book is divided into three geograph-
ical-historical sections: the Pacific
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Rim, the Interior, and the Far North.
For each section the author describes
individual parklands, then gives his-
torical background. A seven-year
veteran of the Alaska office of the
National Park Service, Mr. Brown
shows a clear understanding of and
love for Alaska.

Alaska National Interest Lands, by
Celia Hunter (Anchorage: Alaska
Northwest Publishing Company,
1981), 242 pages, $14.95 softcover.
From the Alaska Geographic Society
comes this handsomely illustrated,
complete guide to the Alaska lands
former President Jimmy Carter
signed into the National Park Sys-
tem in December 1980. Includes in-
formation on location, size, access,
flora and fauna, recreational oppor-
tunities, and human use of each
park.

The Worlds of Alaska (Juneau:
Alaska State Division of Tourism,
1982). Worlds of Alaska, revised and
published yearly, is a compilation of
useful travel information and attrac-
tions of the state. For a free copy,
write the Alaska State Division of
Tourism office, Juneau, AK 99811.
The Milepost 1982 (Anchorage:
Alaska Northwest Publishing Com-
pany, 1982), 500 pages, $9.95 soft-
cover. One of the most accurate and
comprehensive travel guides to
Alaska and the North. The Milepost
includes mile-by-mile logs of all ma-
jor roads and access routes, plus
how-to information on air, rail, and
water travel.

Carved History, by Marilyn Knapp
(Anchorage: Alaska Natural History
Association, 1980), 28 pages, $1.25
paperback. Carved History examines
the fascinating history of Sitka Na-
tional Historical Park’s totem poles
and house posts. After a brief over-
view of totemic art, Marilyn Knapp
takes a closer look at individual Sit-
ka poles and house posts and the
legends behind them.

Alaska’s Native People, by Lael
Morgan (Anchorage: Alaska North-
west Publishing Company, 1979),
304 pages, $19.95 softcover. A com-
prehensive work on the social, cul-
tural, and historical background of
Alaska’s native people. Well illus-
trated with color photographs and
language/locator maps.
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Reader Interest Survey

We want to know how interesting
readers found each item in this
month’s issue of the magazine. Please
circle the number in the column to
the right of each title that best de-
scribes your reaction. You may en-
close comments or suggestions if you
wish. Please mail the form to Editor,
National Parks, 1701 18th Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20009.

Very ~ Somewhat  Not
Interesting Interesting Interesting

COMMENTARY

(inside front) 1 2 3
EDITOR’S NOTE

(inside front) 1 2 3
ANNUAL REPORT

(v. 4) 1 2 3
SITKA NHP

(n. 12) 1 2 3
AK TRAVEL

(r. 16) 1 2 3
AK PORTFOLIO

(r. 26) 1 2 3
AK PROBLEMS

(r. 29) 1 2 3
WALKING LIGHTLY

(r. 30) 1 2 3
PARK TIPS

(r. 31) 1 2 3
NPCA REPORT

(rp. 32-36) 1 2 3

Dinosaur NM 1 2 3

Seiberling Bill 1 2 3

Death Valley 1 2 3

NPAP 1 2 3

Coyotes 1 2 3

NP Fees 1 2 3

Everglades NP 1 2 3

Park Briefs 1 2 3
FEEDBACK

(r. 38) 1 2 3
BOOKSHELF

(v. 39) 1 2 3
THE LATEST WORD

(v. 45) 1 2 3

Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor

How would you
rate the cover? 1 2 3 4

Additional comments

You may publish comments [
Your name and address (optional):
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Alaska’s oldest and most respected guiding
company offers wilderness adventures by kayak
canoe. raft. backpack and skis Completely
outfitted expeditions into the wilds of Glacier
Bay. Admiralty Islkand. W Chichagof Russell Fiord.
Juneau Icecap Alaska's outside coast Group
and specialty trips for photographers. fisher-
men University credit available Expenenced
cerfified Alaskan guides Limited party size.

For information wrnte P O Box 26NP. Gustavus
AK 99826 Ph (907) 697-3431

i
Vanety of ar sea package tours. Short seaplane
flights to or from yacht Cruise close to glaciers and
wildhfe including whales Only tours with walk
ashore and that anchor at face of a glacier every

GLACIER BAY
NATIONAL PARK

& Licensed for 46
s sleeps 34

overnight trip. Skipper naturalist with most ex
pene

tact your travel agent or

Glacier Bay Yacht/Seaplane Tours

Box 424, Juneau, AK 99802
Office 76 Egan Drive

Twin Diesel USCG

EXPLORE ALASKA

Yukon River Float
Arrigetch Pks. Backpack
Wrangell Mts. Horse Trips
Kobuk Sand Dunes Photography
For more information contact
WILDERNESS: ALASKA/MEXICO
Dept. NPCA, 51192 27th N.E.,
Seattle, WA. 98105 (206) 522-5315

> 1in Glacier Bay 147,000 nautical miles dunng
> years These tours feature attractions others
Fares from $155 For brochures and reservations

Ph: 907/ 586 6835

MISTY FJORDS
NATIONAL MONUMENT

Scheduled Day Excursions
and Overnight Trips
Outdoor Alaska

Dale Pihlman
Box 7814 N, Ketchikan, Alaska 99901
(907) 225-6044, 247-8444

#2 ADVENTURE CENTER,
XY

Adventure Travel Specialists

UNIQUE, EXOTIC TOURS FOR
PHOTOGRAPHERS, NATURALISTS
AND BACK PACKERS

*x Experience a photographer's
dream, trekking to EVEREST
BASE CAMP amidst the most
magnificent scenery on Earth. 28
Days $1490. 8 Days $510

* Hike the Fox Glacier and the ma-
jestic splendour of the Milford
Track in New Zealand's Fjordland
National Park. 10 Days $515 16
Days $873.

* Photograph lions and cheetahs
on a camping safari in the Game
Parks of East Africa. 15 Days
$920.

» Raft, sail, hike, canoe, photograph
from AUSTRALIA'S BARRIER
REEF to ZIMBABWE's Victoria
Falls.

For Information & Your 56 page
ADVENTURE TRAVEL CATALOG
contact:
5540-NP College Ave., Oakland, CA 94618
(415) 654-1879
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TRAVEL ADVENTURES

Adventures For Everyone!
Our trips feature:
® Glacier Bay
® Denali National Park
® The Brooks Range
e Katmai National Park
® Inside Passage
as well as other areas of Alaska.

Choose your own adventure—
from kayaking, backpacking
and whitewater rafting to ferry
cruises, cozy lodges and
drive-your-own packages.

For reservations and
information call toll-free:

800-227-8480
in California call:
415-329-9013

Alaska Travel Adventures
525 University Ave. #610-T
Palo Alto, CA 94301

ALASKA
PHOTO

SAFARI

The ultimate Alaska Experience! See and
capture the Great Land, its scenic grandeur,
colorful and diverse heritage, rich cultures
and teeming wildlife. Visit the Arctic, Mt.
McKinley, the exotic Pribilof Islands, Katmai,
Glacier Bay and more. This itinerary

is paced to provide the best
opportunities for photography
and observation. For best
selection of departure date,
reserve now. Write for a free
color brochure or see your
travel agent.

) ALASKA
gﬁ’g EXPLORATION

HOLIDAYS AND CRUISES

1500 Metropolitan Park Bldg Dept. NP-PS5
Seattle, WA 98101

NAME

ADDRESS

cTY STATE ZIP
Division of Alaska Tour & Marketing Services, Inc
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The 1982 Program
C 1704 TTOgI KEEP A

tour. We search out the plants and animals, birds
and flowers...and explore rain forests, mountains and
tundra, seashores, lakes and swamps. There is ample - cotton terry cloth
time to photograph, absorb, reflect. Naturalist guides, Deats summer heat 2
small tour parties, first-class accommodations. ways: Use it to wipe your

perspiring brow or douse it
in water, wring it out and

Worldwide Nature Tours Asia and Africa ~ wear to keep cool at camp-
. Israel: 16 days. Mar 15 Oct 18 « The Himal ‘ija, 2 ing, fishing and hunting
1982 I)cparturk5 n Q,Y “ 7 ; A ayas 2 Colors: Navy Blue, Powder
Th . 23 days. Mar 18. Oct 7 « India: 23 days. Jan 30 .8 | Biue. White. Yellow
The Americas Oct 30. Nov 27 « Sri Lanka: 18 days. Feb 19 Sizes: S(6%-67), M(7-7'). L7',-T%). XL (7%7%).
Everglades: 11 days. Apr 8. Nov 4 « Hawaii: 15 Nov 19+Kenya: 23 days. Feb 4. July 22. Oct 21+ XXL(7%-77) $7.75 ppd.
Feb 14, Mar 21, Oct 10, Dec 19+ 7 , , 3
days. Feb 14, Mar 21.Oct 10, Dec 19-Alaska: 17 Zimbabwe & Botswana: 19 days. July 8. Aug 5 Order Today! Money Back Guarantee!
days. June 12, 26. July 10. 24. Aug' 7 * Pacific A ,seralasia H - er for $ ]
Northwest: 12 days. June 20. Aug 1 + Superior T R e e A .
¥, JUNG;, U'J perioi Australia & New Zealand: 30 days, Feb 13. Oct 2+ (Add sales tax for shipment into CA, CO. D.C I
Forest Canoe Trip: 9 days. July 10. Aug 14+ North- A IL. MA, MI, MN, PA, WA)
e A New Zealand & the Milford Track: 22 days ]
west Canada: 16 days July 2 « Churchill SH 1
Feb 12 Nov 12 » The Complete Australia RUSH my #2002 Terry Cloth Toweling Hat.
11 days. July 17 «Newloundland: 16 days June 13+ F€0 % T4 P Color |
Baja California: 11 days. Apr 16. Oct 15+ Southern 32 9ays. Sept 3 Wars 1
Mexico: 14 days. Feb 14 Dec 19« Costa Rica & To learn more, write requesting the 1982 [ 1
Panama: 16 days. Feb 13. Nov 20. Dec 18+The Directory of Worldwide Nature Tours Indicate if aaress 1
Amazon: 17 days. Jan 17, May 9. July 4 you are interested in any particular tour and we wi Gty
Aug 8. Oct 10, Nov 14 « Galapagos: 15 days send the corresponding Detailed Itinerary State Zip |
Jan 28, Apr 22, July 15 Aug 5. Oct 28 » Peru Send me your FREE outdoor catalog. I
23 days. July 17. Nov 6+ Patagonia: 21 days. Nov 6 g R et |
+ Trinidad & Tobago: 11 days. Mar 8. Nov 8 y ' ‘ gz 2 g g ]
Europe : |
=P TR TPy e TRl IR
Iceland: 16 days, June 11. July 2. Aug 6 + Islands QUESTERS Dept. ZNP. Fifth & Union, Seattle, WA 98124 |
Highlands of Scotland: 21 days. May 27. July 15 ) e o . T — o — . o
Aug 19 « Switzerland: 17 days. July 16. Aug 13« Questers Tours & Travel, Inc. - _
Greece: 19 days. Mar 29, Sept 20 + Spain Dept. NPC, 257 Park Avenue South y
20 days. Apr 16, Sept 3 New York, NY 10010+ (212) 673-3120

Whli_'eWOfef Snake River
Rafting _ Hell’s Canyjon

Six days on a wilderness river trip L
s through the deepest gorge in North .
In west America. 85 miles of river offering A Blﬂﬂk&t That Wl"

whitewater thrills, awesome scen- H 2

ery and excellent fishing. For our LaSt d Llfetlme

- - -
VI rg I nla catalog of river trips, including 100% wool blanket, made in

Snake/Hell's Canyon, contact: UTAH of finest long staple
ECHO: western wools. Permanently
The Wilderness Co.,Inc. moth proof, flame resistant,
6529 NP Telegraph Avenue pre-shrunk and washable.
Oakland, California 94609 Perfect for camping or any
(415) 652-1600 home decor. Unconditionally
guaranteed; complete satis-
Maine Windjammer faction or your money back.
vin . Soft, luxurious charcoal gray
Sailing Vacation with a rich red stripe on each
Coasting Sciconars end. Weighs four pounds.
onthe New and Gauley Rivers ) Isssc B, Evans gde 9$(15f|ts %Ueen tor f.lé“’sme
18 Miles - 21 Major Rapids . .F h eas. eacn, Posipaia.
Aprilto November cwishkrenc Name
For adamonal intormation Wl‘(’k‘\) ("TUIS(’S Address
or reservations call or write City I
Mountain River I P 2 !
Tours, Inc. " i Brochures | REAVES TRADING COMPANY
P O Box 88nre Sunday Road 1 3954 EVANS RD.
Hico, West Virginia 25854 CAPTAINS LEE & FOSS, Box 482K I. DORAVILLE, GA 30340 J
304 658-5817 Rockland, Me. 04841 Tel. 207-594-8007 — —
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( Valley
Fo
Countr

Pennsylvania

The perfect
lace
o discover
America.

Then...and now.

Our history

is only the beginning.
Send for free color brochures:
Valley Forge Country

- Convention & Visitors Bureau
DrawerN ¢ P.O. Box 311
Norristown, Pa. 19404

BIG DEAL,
YOU BOUGHT A HAT.

NOW, LET’S SEE YOU
RIDE, COWBOY.

Ballooning, Whitewater Rafting,
Back packing and Horsepack trips make
The West wilder than ever. Over 100
fully-outfitted trips to choose from.

For a Free Brochure, Write or Call:

AMERICAN WILDERNESS
EXPERIENCE.

P.O. Box 1486 / Dept. C, Boulder, CO 80306
(303) 444-2632

— UNIQUE
WILDLIFE
T-SHIRTS Ao eacte

WOOD DUCK, COUGAR
TIMBER WOLF, PUFFIN
OSPREY, MANATEE
HUMMINGBIRD...

i 3%»‘ Each rich color design
beautifully HAND-SCREENED
on finest QUALITY T-Shirts!

MEN'S ‘Beefy’ T-Shirts
‘8 2‘15 100% COTTON
EA FOR

lllustrated
Catalog 50¢

(S.M.L,XL.)
SR SHIPPING. 5200 FIRST T-SHIRT
Dgaarmyace $100 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL T- SHIRT

Ioctfelis 1\ RBORSIDE SHOP
INVITED

BOX 874-N, CAMDEN, MAINE 04843

Readers Services

Adventure Center

_ Alaska Discovery

_ Alaska Exploration Holidays
Alaska Travel Adventures
Alpine Adventure Trails Tours
American Wilderness Experience
Arctic Waterways
Burd Products

Deva

ECHO: The Wilderness Co., Inc
Eddie Bauer, Inc.

Glacier Bay Yacht/Seaplane Tours
Harborside Shop

Hubbard

John Hopkins University Press
Lowe Alpine

Mountain River Tours, Inc
Outdoor Alaska

Questers Tours & Travel, Inc.
REI Co-op

Reaves Trading Co.

Valley Forge Visitors Bureau
Western Walkabouts
Wilderness: Alaska/Mexico

Send name and address:
National Parks, Advertising
Office, Ten Beech St.,

f N MAY/JUNE Berea, OH 44017
) GET OUT OF | 141K ABOUT A WALK ABOUT!
L7 % YOUR JEANS! WALK INTO ALPINE MEADOWS ALONG
pPa \ GLACIER-CARVED LAKES WITH THE
3 } \ -..and into our sturdy, FREEDOM OF A PACK
@ Groups of six or | ® No experience needed
( \\\ pure cotton oA \Oeq]joomi"i r‘L‘iS:zEd QCS:!:DFiaswecg—uZEy te"‘cs
\ ¢ \ drawstring pants. MONTANA WYOMING COLORADO
Lo { Offered in ELL WESTERN WALKABOUTS inc.
£ 3 1 Natural ® Russet @ Sky Blue \ 2576 Albion St, Denver. C0 80207  (303) 355-8964
Plum e Black ® Navy
{  State hip/waist measurements
/ ( i Moderate DAY hiking tours, 2 or 4 weeks. Ride up above tree
// { {315 Fostpaid and Fully Quarartead line and hike down Over 50 optional length hikes basing one
/ - tal Swaich week at 10 charming mountain viilages in 3 or 4 star hotels
% i st s Write for free brochure
a cottage industry ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS
Dea s 4
BoxNP-2 Burkittsville, MD 21718 783L Chffside Or H
k J Akron OH 44313 SW|Ssalr

RCTIC
ATERWAYS

(The Gentle Rafters)

g

Otfers the safety and comfort of modern river rafts and skilieg
guides Join us on an archic wilderness trip on the Copper
mine River in Canada s unspoiled Northwest Territories We
take a maximum of 8 guests on an incomparable wilderness
adventure See the splendor of the arctic in tull bloom' See
and photograph faicons eagles wolves carbou moose and
much more in this unspoiled land or hish for arctic char gray
ling and trout In teeming waters Sex or age 1s no barner WE
ARE THE EXPERTS ON THIS RIVER' Two weeks all inclusive
US $125 00 or $1 440 00 Canadian Write Arctic Water
ways Stevensville Ont LOS 1S0 Canade

e Y%

N/

4

Exclusive, Excitin magged
Outdoor Gear from ﬁhl 0-0p

REI Co-op offers one of the largest selections of outdoor-
oriented equipment, apparel and accessories. Whether you
hike, climb, run, ski, kayak or cycle, REI Co-op has a
unique assortment of goods, competitively priced, to send

you on any pursuit.

Send for a free color catalog today and explore the world of
outdoor adventure at REI Co-op. We guarantee satisfaction

or your money back!

Please send me a free color catalog.

Name

Address ____

City

State ZIP

i
co.op

88NPB

P.0. Box C-88127, Seattle, WA 98188
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If you will be one of the more than 300 million visitors
to America’s national parks this year, Mammals of the National Parks
is designed especially for you.

Written by Richard Van Gelder, one of the nation’s leading authorities
on mammals, this attractive, informative guide describes where to
spot mammals in each of the forty-eight national parks and selected
national monuments and concisely describes the more than
sixty species found there. With sixteen full color photographs,
thirty black and white ones, and a map of each individual park.

For the tourist and armchair travelers.

$24.50 hardcover $9.95 paperback
Available at your bookstore or use this coupon.

Return to: The Johns Hopkins University Press
Baltimore, Maryland 21218

copy (ies) of Mammals of the National Parks by Richard
O $24.50 hardcover O $9.95 paperback

1 wish to order
G. Van Gelder for
Name
Address
City Zip

O Check or money order enclosed

O Charge Mastercard No Exp. date
Visa No Exp. date
Signature.

Maryland residents please add 5% sales tax

e vl

b — —— — —— — ——

The scope, complexity and gravity of the crisis
facing America’s National Park System is
thoroughly examined by distinguished citizens
and conservation leaders in this landmark
publication. In addition to alerting the public
to the current problems, this book provides a
framework for the development of a compre-
hensive National Park System plan.

This work represents must reading for all
citizens concerned with the future of our
national parks as well as an invaluable ac-

quisition for libraries.

CONTENTS INCLUDE . . . Problems in the National Park System: The
Conservation Challenge of the 80s; The Un-greening of the National Parks; The
Compromise Called for; State of the Parks 1980: Problems and Plans; Adjacent
Lands and Intermingled Ownership Problems; Visibility in Our National Parks;
Blueprint for Comfort: A National Park-to-Park Railway; History as Part of Nature;
The Park Service as Curator; Battlefields Under Fire: Challenges for Alaska's New
Parklands; How Much Will We Pay to Save the Parks?Planning for the Future:A
Plan for the National Parks; A Watershed Conference on the National Parks; Do We
Really Need Another National Park System Plan?; They Ain't Making Wilderness
No More; Time to Catch Up: Bamboo, Silk, and Wings: Education and the National
Parks: Building a Broader Park Constituency; National Park Ideas. Recom-
mendations:General Principles;: Internal Management and Conflicts; External
Threats and Opportunities: Politics and the Parks.
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A critical examination of the prob-
lems and the future of America’s
cherished national parks. ..

Politics and the parks

Conservation challenges for the 80s
Innovative proposals

The un-greening of our parks
Battlefields under fire

Threats, opportunities, conflicts

And many more authoritative articles

240 pages: profusely illustrated: clothbound;
Jacketed; published price: $20.00

Please send me/us:
copy(s) of National Parks in Crisis
0 NPCA special member price: $14.00*

O check enclosed

NAME _
ADDRESS _ - — —

CITY _ - STATE ZIP
*Add $2.00 for first book and $1.00 for each additional copy if order is not prepaid

Send to: Information Dynamics, Inc., 111 Claybrook Drive, Silver Spring,
MD 20902

O please bill O purchase order
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Classifieds

50¢ per word—minimum $7.50. Send copy with check to
Classified Advertising Manager, National Parks, 10
Beech Street, Berea, OH 44017, or call 216/243-8250.

LOS PINOS RANCH, Cowles, New Mexico, near Santa
Fe, Peco Wilderness. Accommodates 16 in relaxed atmo-
sphere. June to October. No poisonous snakes, scorpi-
ons, mosquitoes. Magnificent riding, trips, trout, excel-
lent food. Address: 13 Craig Road, Morristown, NJ
07960, May to September, Rt. 3, Box 8, Tererro, NM
87583.

Alaska

ALASKA FLOAT TRIPS—Experience your newest Na-
tional Parks, Refuges and Rivers by canoe, kayak or raft.
Box 8264A, Anchorage, AK 99508.

ALASKA—COMPARE LOW COST TOURS. Send for
‘GREAT ALASKA TOUR NEWS.” Independent itiner-
aries capture Northland’s essence. Year around, McKin-
ley Glacier Tours, PO. Box 2315, Anchorage, Alaska
99510-2315.

ALASKAN SAILING ADVENTURES. Sail away from
the crowds and discover the Alaskan wilderness on
board 43’ yacht. 12 day trips, May-October. EXPLORE
THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS on private yachts. 12 day
trips, year round. Individuals welcome. Brochure avail-
able. Ocean VOYAGES, 1709 Bridgeway, Sausalito, CA
94965. (415) 332-4681. .

Travel /Tours

“DOUBLE K" country adjoins Rainier Park in Washing-
ton’s magnificent Cascades. Spectacular hiking. Flowers,
birds, wildlife. Brochure. Double K, Goose Prairie, WA
98929.

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Country Vacations in cabins with
fireplaces. Swimming, tennis, fishing. 20% early season
discounts. Brochure. Loch Lyme Lodge, Box NP, Lyme,
NH 03768.

Real Estate/Rentals

Worlds Fair Smoky Mountain Visitors, Bed and Breakfast
Asheville, N.C. provides accommodations in fine homes.
Meet and enjoy locals $35.00 per night. 217 Merrimon
Ave., Asheville, N.C. 28801 (704) 258-9537.

SANIBEL ISLAND, FLORIDA: Lovely 2-bedroom
condo on Gulf. Pool, tennis, birding, shelling. Minimum
rental 2 weeks, special rates monthly or seasonal. (312)
858-5525—Wesley, 62 Forest Ave., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137.

ALLAGASH CANOE TRIPS. Wilderness adventure in
Maine and Canada. Trips for teens, adults, families,
women. Brochure. Warren and Beverly Cochrane, Dev-
on Road, Lee, MA 02138 (413) 243-9893."

ANASAZI COUNTRY SAFARIS. Van camping tours to
the major sites of the Four Corners Country. Monument
Valley, Navajo Country and the Hopi Mesas. Learning
Adventures, Box 214, Boulder City, NV 89005 (702) 293-
5758.

NORTH CASCADES ADVENTURES! Join us for back-
packing, rafting, kayaking, bicycling, skiing, climbing
and more. Trips and instruction for all ages and abilities.
Free brochure. Liberty Bell Alpine Tours, SR122 Maza-
ma, Washington 98833 (509) 996-2250.

CANOE through beautiful Prime Hook National Wild-
life Refuge. Contact WAPLES MILL POND CANOE-
ING—Rentals, Camping, Lodge—Routes 1 & 5, Milton,
DE 19968 (302) 684-8084.

FREE ADVENTURE CATALOG!!! Over 500 tours in the
United States, Mexico, Canada, and 20 foreign countries.
Rafting, canoeing, kayaking, skiing, treking, sailing, and
diving. World Wide River Tours, Dept. N.P, 121 River
Terrace, New Braunfels, Texas 78130. 800/531-7927

NEW ZEALAND WALKABOUT: Escorted nature and
hiking tours in NZ’s scenic National Parks, plus the
Milford Track. Pacific Exploration Company, Box
3042-W, Santa Barbara, California 93105,

Compliment your visit to the 1982 World’s Fair in Knox-
ville, Tennessee, with a study of the—ECOTONES OF
THE SMOKIES—"An Educational Ecological Experi-
ence” in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park
(located 50 miles south of Knoxville). Educational tours
into America’s most visited national park conducted by
teachers and researchers from area universities with
training and experience in interpreting the history and
ecology of this complex region. For a descriptive bro-
chure write: Ecotones, Inc., PO. BOX 1865, Knoxville,
Tennessee 37901.

RAFT, PADDLE, OR KAYAK THE GRAND CAN-
YON! And help save the Colorado! Licensed raft trips
and kayak support at low prices as benefit to FRIENDS
OF THE RIVER in its effort to protect the Canyon from
“Peaking Power.” Write For Southwest, Box 1115, Flag-
staff, AZ 86002.

Resort/Ranches

CAPE COD—to national seashore 25 miles, wooded,
secluded, lakeside cottages, Garrett Acres, 12 Garretts
Lane, W. Barnstable, MA 02668.

SAIL WINDWARDS! New Stevens 47’ Cutter. Boat
cost, two weeks: $230 to $290/person. May to Decem-
ber. Experience optional. Chesapeake weekends also,
May and October. David V. Webber, PO. BOX 97,
Chadds Ford, PA 19317. 215/793-1129.

Merchandise

GO WILD! Exciting new game about Yosemite National
Park. 133 playing cards are beautiful color photos of
waterfalls, wildflowers, birds, animals, trees, Indian,
Fisherman, etc. A game of luck, learning, strategy, and
fun. Earn 300 points and GO WILD! Only $5.95 LAF &
LEARN GAMES, PO. Box 1305-C, Woodland Hills, CA
91364.

OLD STATE, RAILROAD, COUNTY, CIVIL WAR
MAPS. 70-120 years old. All States. Stamp for catalog.
Northern Map Co., Dept. NP, Dunnellon, FL 32630.

Just Published! Geologic map of the Hurricane Fault
Zone and Vicinity, western GRAND CANYON, Arizo-
na. 39 x 54 inch wall map. Precision printing on topo-
graphic base. Covers Lava Falls to Diamond Canyon.
Guaranteed appeal for Canyon buffs and all Geologists.
$9 postpaid. Plateau Mapping Project, Box 3681, Lara-
mie, WY 82071.

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT—Send for free 80-page cata-
logue of unusual Camping, Hunting and Military Per-
sonal Equipment. Famous Wooly Pully Sweaters, Cam-
ouflage T-Shirts, Uniforms, Food, etc. BRIGADE
QUARTERMASTERS, 266-NP Roswell Street, Marietta,
Georgia 30060.

“I LIKE IT WILD. . .."” Enjoy, promote conservation
awareness and/or raise funds with wilderness/wildlife
posters, note cards, T-shirts, slide sets. WILDERNESS
DREAMS, Box 4455—NPCA, Shawnee Mission, KS
66204.

CALIFORNIA CLAY WORKS—unique earthen figu-
rines from natural red clay, also lighter colors available.
Specializing in Pre-Columbian replicas. You commission
artist—send description and/or picture with size and
color specifications. 6" kiln fired figure, $24.00. 8” kiln
fired figure, $27.00. Prices include postage, handling,
sales tax. Send check or money order, allow six weeks
for delivery. CALIFORNIA CLAY WORKS, 14116
Quinnault Road, Apple Valley, CA 92307, 714/247-9831.
Money back guarantee. If not satisfied, send purchase
back and we'll refund your money.

VIEWS OF THE NATIONAL PARKS in full color, 16 x
20 inches. Ideal for framing in homes, clubs, schools, and

offices. Send for list. PHOTO CLASSICS, Dickerson,
MD 20842.

PUREST WATER POSSIBLE from an appliance you can
own. NEW AGE HEALTH PRODUCTS, 423 Mill Street,
Worcester, MA 01602. (617) 754-6916.

Noah’s CAP™ Whitewater kayaks, materials, technolo-
gy. Flexible prices. $324 already 5X stronger hull. Outfit-
ted twenty pounds/designs. Catalog. route 3, box 193b,
bryson city, nc 28713. Pick up your boat in the Smokies.

REPLACEMENT TENT CAMPER CANVAS. All
makes—all models—Priced reasonable—Fit guaranteed.
Discount prices on canopies, add-a-rooms and RV acces-
sories. CAMPER AND RECREATION, Loyal, Wis.
54446. (715) 255-8142.

FEP'S FLY DOPE. BLACK FLY REPELLENT. Free sam-
ple. Send $1.00 for catalog. Farrington and Farrington,
Box 2163, Sarasota, Florida 33578. Dealers Inquire.

TRAIL FOODS—SURVIVAL FOODS. Discount cata-
logs, $1. Chuck Wagon Foods, 908 Howard Avenue,
Billings, Montana 59102.

Publications

PLAN PARK TRIP AROUND WEATHER. Guidebook
describes week-by-week climate normally associated
with forty-one national parks, monuments, other popu-
lar locations. Fourteen western states. Recommend best
week(s), weatherwise, to visit favorite area. $3.95 ppd.
RECREATION WEATHER, PO. Box 971-NP, Deer
Park, WA 99006.

HUMMINGBIRDS are WILD VISITORS. LEARN to
ATTRACT them. “ATTRACTING & FEEDING HUM-
MINGBIRDS,” 16 pg. PHOTO-ILLUSTRATED BKLT,
$1.00 ppd. WOODSWORLD, 218 BUENA VISTA AVE,,
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95062.

Travel, Adventure, and Exploration books. The usual
and the unusual. Free catalog from The Armchair Ex-
plorer, Dept. NP, 333 Bellam Blvd., San Rafael, CA
94901.

HOW TO GET TO THE WILDERNESS WITHOUT A
CAR. New 200 page book details how to visit Alaska’s
glaciers, Yellowstone, Canadian Rockies, redwoods, and
80 other areas in Western North America using public
transportation. $7.95 postpaid. Returnable if dissatisfied.
Lee Cooper, Box 80584-A, Fairbanks, Alaska 99708.

Conservation

HISTORIC PRESERVATION of Civil War sites is our
main concern. If you're interested in the preservation of
our Civil War heritage, join Civil War Round Table
Associates—$10 a year for monthly Digesf, annual Con-
gress of CWRT's. Box 7388N, Little Rock, AR 72217.

Protect Mother Earth by joining a hardline, no-compro-
mise, radical environmental group! Membership
$10/year. Earth First! PO. Box 26221, Salt Lake City, UT
84126.

Schools

SMOKY MOUNTAIN FIELD SCHOOL. Experience the
wildlife and beauty of the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park. Intensive 5-day and weekend workshops
include Wild Mammals, Wildflower Identification,
Birds, Outdoor Photography, Kayaking and more. Co-
sponsored by Great Smoky Mountains National Park
and the University of Tennessee Division of Continuing
Education, SMOKY MOUNTAIN FIELD SCHOOL,
2016 Lake Avenue, Knoxville, TN 37996-3515, (615) 974-
6688.

NPCA Reminders

Help NPCA protect the parks with your photos and
slides of the natural beauty of and threats to our Nation-
al Parks. Send donated photos to Office of Public Af-
fairs, NPCA, 1701 18th St., N.W.,, Washington, D.C.
20009.
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The Latest Word

NATIONAL AQUARIUM
GETS A SECOND CHANCE

The National Aquar-
ium story remained
a cliff hanger for
months: Would the aquarium close, would

it remain open, and if so, how? Congress
had not allocated any funds for the
aquarium in its 1982 budget.

Just when it seemed the aquarium would
have to close its doors, the National
Aquarium Society was formed to take over
responsibility of the 622 specimens from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Chaired by Mrs. Malcolm Baldrige, wife of
the Secretary of Commerce, the private,
nonprofit organization is charging admis-
sion ($1 for adults, 50¢ for children) and
raising other monies through memberships,
donations, and an "Adopt a Fish" program
to cover aquarium expenses and to make
capital improvements.

The National Aquarium, which was found-
ed in 1873, will remain at its present
location in the U.S. Commerce Building in
Washington, D.C.

WATT
IN THE WILDERNESS

The March hearings on
Interior Secretary
James Watt's highly
controversial Wilderness Protection Act of
1982 (H.R. 5603) produced little substan-
tive debate. The hearings did produce
much vituperation and great theater be-
cause the participants knew the specifics
of Watt's bill and had already chosen
sides.

Watt, who prides himself on his deter-
mination never to compromise, threw in an
ad 1ib at the end of his testimony that
was meant as evidence of his concern.
With a dozen or so TV cameras focused on
him, Watt intoned, "[This bill] is a com-
| promise; we think a wise compromise."

Later, Representative Phillip Burton,
whose own Wilderness Protection bill
(H.R. 5282) would provide the protections
that Watt's bill lacks, questioned Secre-
tary Watt closely on the differences be-
tween the two proposals. In a jocular
vein, Watt suggested that combination of
the bills would "make an interesting
marriage." Representative Burton looked
down over his spectacles and answered,

NATIONAL PARKS . MAY/JUNE 1982

"Let's just make it a date."
Conservationists are incensed by H.R.
5603. They say that Watt's intent for
wilderness areas is duplicitous and his
legislation would devastate these wild
places. Specifically:
® The present Wilderness Act allows for
mineral development in wilderness areas
through December 31, 1983; after that date
wilderness areas would be closed--perma-
nently protected from development. Watt's
bill would protect wilderness areas until
the year 2000; then all wilderness areas
--including those in national parks--could
be opened to mineral development.
® A caveat in Watt's bill would allow the
President to withdraw any area from the
wilderness system for an undefined "urgent
national need." The Congress would have
only sixty days to propose specific legis-
lation to check the President's move.
e H,R. 5603 would wreck chances for
potential wilderness areas by ordering
Congress to include these "further
planning" areas in the wilderness system
in a limited amount of time. If Congress
missed the deadline, the public would miss
out on additional wilderness: The areas
would become immediately available for
development. Right now these areas are
fully protected unless Congress acts to
bar them from inclusion in the wilderness
system.

PARK SERVICE AGREES
T0 KILLING COUGARS

Bowing to pressure
from local sheep
ranchers and the
Mexico Department of Natural Resources,
the National Park Service (NPS) has de-
cided to allow state agents to pursue
mountain lions into Carlsbad Caverns Na-
tional Park--and kill them. If Texas goes
along with this program of killing cougars
in national parks, agents could also de-
stroy mountain lions in Guadalupe Moun-
tains National Park, which is right across
the state border from Carlsbad.

The sheep ranchers allege that mountain
lions are responsible for destroying
large numbers of livestock. The Park
Service admits that little is known about
the population and distribution of moun-
tain lions in the Carlsbad area and appar-
ently it has decided that the protection
of the ranchers' interests takes prece-
dence over protection of park wildlife.
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Recently, the Park Service has been
reluctant to contest the taking of preda-
tors. In 1979 NPS personnel found five
illegal traps in Guadalupe that belonged
to the Game and Fish Department of New
Mexico; yet the Park Service barely
protested.

This attitude is a throwback to the
early 1900s when even park managers be-
lieved the only good predator was a dead
one. Over the decades the Park Service
had changed its attitude toward mountain
lions and other native predators. Real-
izing the important role predators play in
the balance of an ecosystem, the Park Ser-
vice ordered a ban on killing them in the
parks; that is, until now.

The Carlsbad decision also opens the
door for residents adjacent to other
parks who seek permission to kill preda-
tors. If killing predators is allowed in
one national park, this untenable prece-
dent may be applied to all the parks.

How you can help: Protest the Park
Service's decision to allow the hunting of
mountain lions in Carlsbad National Park
by writing to the Hon. G. Ray Arnett,
Assistant Secretary; Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks; U.S. Dept. of Interior; Washington,
D.C. 20240.

CONSERVATIONISTS PROPOSE
SMART BUDGET FOR EPA

Year by year
the Reagan Ad-
ministration
has hacked away at the budget for the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
This drive to emasculate the agency could
put a virtual halt to the EPA's ability to
fight against polluted air and water,
tcoxic wastes, and all the problems it
should be involved in.

NPCA and ten other environmental groups
have come up with an alternate budget that
makes sense. The plan would cut monies
for nuclear development and dam and high-
way construction projects; eliminate cer-
tain tax breaks for companies involved in
0il exploration; and collect more royal=-
ties from companies that mine for hard-
rock minerals.

The money saved would upgrade energy
conservation and mass transit programs;
be used to buy park land; and, above
all else, allow the EPA to protect
our environment.
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NPCA PUBLISHES GUIDE
TO PROTECT SEASHORES

Dune buggies and
the like wreak
havoc on our na-
tional seashores. NPCA's Citizen's
Action Guide to Over-sand Vehicles in the
National Seashores, published this spring,
explains how these vehicles affect wild-
life, visitor enjoyment, the very sub-
stance of barrier islands such as Cape
Lookout National Seashore. The booklet
also tells what you can do to help.

To order a copy, Send a check or money
order for $2.50 to NPCA, 1701 18th Street
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009.

PARK SERVICE STONEWALLS
ON CULTURAL PARKS REPORT

When Congress
received the
"State of the
Parks Report" in 1980, it became obvious
that the parks' cultural resources were
neglected. In November 1980 word went out
to all park managers to complete a survey
of the cultural resources--including arti-
facts, ships, buildings, earthworks--in
their respective parks. Most surveys were
returned to National Park Service (NPS)
headquarters in January 1981.

The Park Service has had a year and a
half to compile and publish these reports.
NPS Director Russell Dickenson promised
the House Interior Subcommittee on Public
Lands and National Parks that they would
see the report by February 1982. The sub-
committee is still waiting.

The incident at Franklin D. Roosevelt's
home is a pertinent example of what can
happen when protection or even acknowl-
edgement of hazards is put off. The re-
port from the F.D.R. Historic Site stated:
"Years of deferred maintenance have re-
sulted in severely deteriorated and unsafe
conditions (e.g. the electrical system at
the home of Franklin D. Roosevelt consti-
tutes a fire hazard)." This report was in
the hands of Park Service administrators
in Washington, D.C., by January 1981. The
fire predicted in the report occurred in
February 1982.

This incident typifies the problems
caused by inadequate maintenance. Because
of minimal funding and a lack of trained
personnel, the future existence of ten
million objects, artifacts, and journals
(a collection second only to the Smith-
sonian's) is at stake. If the NPS doesn't
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have even basic data on archeological and
historical sites (and in many cases it
doesn't), the visitor is cheated out of an
accurate picture of our history.

The National Park Service was created
to protect America's heritage. The indi-
vidual reports of damage and danger to our
cultural resources are alarming. And yet
the Park Service keeps putting off publi=-
cation of its report, and its responsi-
bility to our cultural parks.

In the House, clean air standards con-
tinue to be threatened by H.R. 5252, which
would erode visibility protections and
allow five times more pollution in our
parks. H.R. 5252 would also eliminate
Prevention of Significant Deterioration
provisions from all parks established
since 1977 and from most nationally pro-
tected areas regardless of when they were
established. Write your representative:
Clean air and H.R. 5252 don't mix.

CLEAN AIR ISSUES
FOGGED BY FIGHTING

Reauthorization of
the Clean Air Act has
turned into one of
the hardest fought legislative battles
this year. Despite the undisputed fact
that most Americans, regardless of their
political persuasion, want clean air--
cleaner air--both House and Senate could
be leaning heavily toward bills that would
do just the opposite. It is imperative
that people who want clean air make their
opinions known.

The Senate Environment Committee, by
vote of 16 to 0O, proposed weakening pro-
tection for the clean air sections of this
country. The proposal fails to adequately
protect parks or park additions included
in the National Park System since 1977.
It would also degrade air quality protec-
tions for Alaska's national parks and re-
lated areas. Fortunately, this proposal
would allow protection for "integral
vistas," those spectacular views that are
actually outside park boundaries.

Senators Byrd (D-W.Va.), Eagleton
(D=Mo.), and Ford (D-Ky.) have introduced
legislation that could virtually destroy
the pristine air that is left in this
country. On a given number of days each
yvear, polluters could choke Class I (pris-
tine air) areas with as much as 15 times
the amount of pollution now allowed.

The Clean Air Act provisions that pre-
vent deterioration of clean air would be
stripped totally from all parks and park
additions created since 1977 and from all
monuments, wildlife refuges, Wild and
Scenic rivers, preserves, seashores, and
primitive areas. Byrd's bill downgrades
the goals of the visibility protection
program and specifically prohibits pro-
tection for "integral vistas." Write your
senator: Condemn the Byrd bill.
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HIGHWAYS TIGHTEN THE
NOOSE AROUND GLACIER

One highway propos-
al wasn't enough.
The Forest Service
and the Federal Highway Administration are
trying to upgrade yet another road on the
boundaries of Glacier National Park.

For safety reasons, it is necessary to
widen U.S. Highway 2, a narrow two-lane
access corridor to Glacier. Although a
widened two-lane would more than meet the
projected traffic needs, the state highway
department of Montana wants to expand the
road to a four-lane highway.

Now the Forest Service and the Federal
Highway Administration plan to pave the
North Fork Road, which winds along the
northwest boundary of Glacier. In com-
ments on the plan, NPCA objected to the
paving because "it will unnecessarily sac-
rifice the outstanding and increasingly
rare resources and wilderness character of
nearby Glacier National Park for the con-
venience of high-speed travel."

According to conservationists, the Park
Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the dirt road does need spot im-
provements. But paving it would encourage
both high-speed traffic and increased hu-
man activity in an area now freely tra-
veled by grizzlies and grey wolves.

Joe Shellenberger, an NPS administrator
at Glacier, says buffer-zone infringe-
ments, such as improved roadways, are
affecting wildlife and "making an island
out of the park."

Because a paved road would threaten
both the grizzly and the grey wolf, the
Fish and Wildlife Service has issued a
jeopardy opinion under the provisions of
the Endangered Species Act. The Highway
Administration chooses to defy the Act and
continues to push for paving the road.
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