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AMERICA DESERVES CLEAN AIR,
CLEAN WATER, & A CLEAN CLEANSER.

SRR

Trust Bon Ami‘to do your
cleaning. The 96-year-old cleanser
with the chick on the can.

WHATS IN IT?

1. Feldspar & Calcite. These
natural ingredients polish away
stuoborn soil & stains.

9. Biodegradable
Detergent. Cuts grease fast.

3. Oxygen Bleach. Attacks
tough stains.

4. Sodium Carbonate.
Conditions your water.

WHAT'S NOT IN IT?

No noxious gases to pollute

the indoor air you breathe. No
chlorine. No phosphorus. No
irritating fragrance. No harsh
silicas to harm the things you
love.

It means Bon Ami® cleans
clean. Doesn't scratch the way
rough silica cleansers like Ajax”
and Comet” do.

It doesn't poliute. It's the

cleanser recommended by
such famous names as Corning;
Corelle; Pyrex; West Bend,
Faroerware, Tappan; Rival’
and many others.

Bon Ami takes care of the
things you care about. Your
stainless steel appliances. Your

cookware. Your sinks. Your tubs.

Your tile. Your environment.
Yes, your environment.
We believe that America

deserves a clean cleanser. On

Photo: Pesin

that, we shall never compromise
Even though we're still a small
company competing with giants.
We need your support
Even your moral support. If
you're with us, write to
Gordon T. Beaham lIl, president,
Faultless Starch/Bon Ami
Company, 1025 West 8th St
Kansas City, MO 64101

Bon Ami’

“HASN'T SCRATCHED YET"*

'



Dennis Brownridge

Overflight Problems, page 14

Editor’s Note: The Gramm-Rud-
man-Hollings bill to reduce the fed-
eral deficit had just passed Congress
when NPCA talked with Represen-
tative Bruce Vento; and, of course,
Washington, D.C., was in an uproar.
The implications for the parks are
still somewhat of a mystery; but the
direction should be clear.

Gramm-Rudman must be used ju-
diciously, to trim what fat exists in
the federal budget. Wholesale bud-
get slashing—Ilike the bill itself—is
the grand gesture, the instant solu-
tion to a job no one really wanted to
face. But it is absolutely necessary to
predict the long-term effects of such
slash-and-burn tactics.

In the case of the parks, the need
is obvious. The population continues
to increase; and the desire for open
space—parks, wilderness, beaches—
continues to increase. If Gramm-
Rudman keeps us from adding parks
to the system we will be saddling
our children with a spiritual deficit
as well as a financial one.
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_Commentary

Pruning the Federal Budget

The Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act to balance the federal budget has been
touted as a major threat to discretionary federal programs, such as the budget
for the national parks. The concern is that this law to reduce the deficit will
do more than prune the federal government, that it will cut off significant
branches, leaving only a trunk and a few overloaded limbs.

First of all, Gramm-Rudman is not a new issue for the parks. Since the
creation of Yellowstone, various forces have tried to either “whittle away”’
the park system, as former NPS Director Newton Drury said, or abandon the
parks as “waste.” But the National Park System is not waste; its essential
value is proved by the hundreds of millions who visit the parks each year.

In the broadest context, the parks are part of the overall federal commit-
ment to the environment. In 1975, approximately three cents of every federal
dollar was spent on the environment; that is, parks, forests, and environmen-
tal protection. By 1985, the federal government cut its commitment to one
cent.

In 1980, 40 million acres of Alaskan parkland were grafted onto the existing
40 million acres in the system. Yet today, the total number of park personnel
is practically the same as it was before that doubling. Of course, some might
argue that the parks were probably wasteful to begin with and that cuts were
appropriate unless they caused stress or overload.

Overload: some three million acres of privately owned land—inholdings—
lie within the boundaries of the national parks, yet the present rate of
acquisition makes only a small dent in the backlog each year. Overload: more
and more people visit the parks every year, yet bare minimum staffing means
that interpretive programs must be cut. Overload: the loss of the grizzly in
Yellowstone is probable by the year 2000. The plight of the grizzly is a public
disgrace; and it is a symbol of other plant and animal losses that don’t
command the visibility of the grizzly. Overload: cultural treasures, such as the
Statue of Liberty, require a major citizen campaign to restore one of our
nation’s most important symbols. What happens to our other cultural re-
sources that aren’t as visible or dramatic as the statue?

We can’t wait for citizen fund-raisers to maintain or restore the parks. We
made a commitment to each park when it was added to the system.

All of these problems have evolved because we still treat the parks as a
“discretionary” federal program. Now we must sharpen our skills to counter
this misperception of one of the world’s greatest ideals.

In creating our National Park System, we committed ourselves to preserv-
ing these places for each generation. Further, unlike the protected landscapes
of other nations, we said that the parks should be open to all citizens, not just
a royal few. We also committed ourselves to the principle that all Americans
have an equal right to their heritage. As our nation grows, matures, and
evolves, we must reflect these cultural changes in our park system, yet
preserve shrinking natural habitats.

To maintain the park system, we must have an adequate annual budget.
Deficit reduction is not the only critical concern we face as a nation. As we re-
duce the deficit, we should focus on preserving those programs that, from

| generation to generation, represent the very best of our nation.
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__Feedback___

We re interested in what you have fo
say. Write Feedback, 1701 18th
Street, NW, Washington, D.C.
20009. (Letters may be edited for space
considerations.)

A Joint Effort
I was pleased to recognize Canyon
de Chelly National Monument on
the cover of your September/Octo-
ber 1985 issue. It was especially
gratifying that the caption for both
the cover photograph and the pho-
tograph on page 15 noted the monu-
ment is on Navajo tribal land, but is
administered by the National Park
Service.

This unique relationship between
the Navajo Nation and the NPS has
resulted in a joint management
planning effort for the monument.
The planning team is interested in
any comments National Parks read-
ers may have regarding their experi-
ences at Canyon de Chelly National

Monument as well as any sugges-
tions they may have for future joint
management.
Joan Hughey, Park Planner
NPS Southwest Region

Paving Paradise
For the past 25 years while visiting
Yellowstone, I thought the prime
objective for the NPS was to protect
and preserve the ecosystem. Since
Fishing Bridge is an area that is
needed for the protection of the
grizzly, I say close the area.

Many years ago, Old Faithful
campground was closed to protect
the ecosystem. Now it is a giant
parking lot. If Fishing Bridge is
closed, will the NPS make a big
parking lot there too? It sounds like
the Park Service is just looking to al-
leviate another traffic problem.

Are we really saving the grizzly? I
haven’t seen a bear in Yellowstone
National Park in ten years. [ hope
the National Park Service is trying to
save the grizzly and not accommo-
date more tourists.

Louis Cassella
Millford, Connecticut

A Rare Tweet'

The Cuban Yellow Warbler.
The Florida Sand Hill Crane.
The Snail Kite.

Some of the rarest birds in the world.
You can look for them in one of the rarest places in the world.
Everglades National Park—A World Heritage Site.

More than 300 species have no trouble finding their way here

every season.

And neither will you. Just take the Florida Turnpike to Florida City

and follow Park signs.

When you get here, you'll also find great fishing, canoe rentals, patio
boat rentals, nature walks, a 102 room lodge, spacious cottages, out-
standing bayfront restaurant” and museum.

10% Is For The Birds!

If you're an Audubon Society or Sierra Club member. present your membership card
when you check in and we'll donate 10% of your total lodging bill to your local Chapter.
Call for reservations and free brochure. Call 305-253-2241 or 813-695-3101.

FLAMINGO LODGE

Marina & Outpost Resort

IN EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

‘in season

TW S smcesme A subsidiary of Canteen Corp. and an authorized concessioner of the National Park Service.
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Gilbert F. Stucker Honored
Trustee Emeritus status was bestowed
upon Gilbert F. Stucker, former
NPCA Board Chairman, at the asso-
ciation’s biannual Board of Trustees
meeting. In a letter to current Chair-
man Stephen McPherson, Mr. Stucker
stated:

The years of association with all of
you at NPCA span the most mean-
ingful and gratifying period of my
professional life—sharing in your
high purposes and your equally high
expectations and accomplishments.
Looking back, I am mindful of what
a signal distinction it has been to be
one of you, and how special our
organization is.

You really can’t box us into any
set classification. We are a one and
only. We are not and never were
simply a board of trustees and staff
and members. We are a commu-

nity—a community of the spirit. .. a

single spirit that animates all of our
endeavors and makes us one, one
body, one driving force. It is a spirit
in which the world is viewed not as
static fact, but as possibility; not for
what it is, but for what it can be.

r

Explore

THE

WORLD

Questers

WITH

Travel with a purpose. Search out
plants and animals, birds and flowers. In-
vestigate art and antiquities. Study rain for-
ests, mountains and tundra, seashores,
lakes and swamps. With Questers you have
time to photograph, absorb, reflect. Your
guide is a naturalist, tour parties are small,
accommodations first-class

Our current Directory of Worldwide
Nature Tours describes 32 tours to the
Americas, Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania
and Australasia. Among them are Alaska,
Galapagos, Patagonia, Iceland, Norway,
Scotland, Japan, Bhutan, China,
Madagascar, Tanzania, Botswana, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and Hawaii
Learn about them all &

Send for
Questers World

name

address

city state 2Ip

QUESTERS

Worldwide Nature Tours

Dept. NPC

257 Park Ave. South
New York, NY 10010
(212) 673-3120




_ The latest Word

Lawsuit to Loosen Sewer Rules
Poses Problem for Assateague

An upcoming court de-
cision in Maryland
could affect the quiet
waters of Assateague
Island National Sea-
shore. This test case
also has implications
for land use and de-
velopment around the
country.

The Worcester Cir-
cuit Court is scheduled
to rule on whether
Maryland has the right
to put restrictions on
sewage-treatment
grants. The restrictions,
‘ in effect, limit develop-
| ment.
| The suit results from
| an out-of-court agree-
| ment reached in 1979
‘ by a coalition of envi-
|
|
|
\

[
|

ronmental groups, the
county sanitary com-
mission, and the state
of Maryland. At issue
was the state and
county’s plan for a
new $8.7-million sew-
age treatment facility
for the fast-growing
southern Maryland re-
sort town of West
Ocean City, which lies
across the bay from
the national seashore.

The plans for the
plant included stringent
limitations on the
types of lots that
could be served. Sewer
hookups were prohibit-
ed for wetlands, prime
agricultural lands, and
undeveloped lots creat-
ed from flood plain
land after 1977.

This past January, a
local developer, whose
40 acres of flood plain
land was only recently
subdivided, challenged

6

these restrictions and
sued the state and
county.

Spearheaded by the
Committee to Preserve
Assateague Island Na-
tional Seashore, a co-
alition of 13 environ-
mental and civic
groups, including
NPCA, have intervened
in the suit on the side
of the state.

If the court decides
in favor of the devel-
oper, environmentalists
foresee far more
crowded conditions in
the community and
waters around Assatea-
gue Island.

“For some reason,
there haven’t been
many litigated cases on
this issue,” said the
coalition’s attorney,
Timothy Linden of the
Washington, D.C., law
firm of Arnold and
Porter, “so we are very
much interested in the
outcome.”

NPCA Campaign
To Limit ORVs
On Cape Cod

“As many as 500 vehi-
cles a day—dune bug-
gies, jeeps, and camp-
ers—have been driving
up and down the 25-
miles of Cape Cod
National Seashore,”
says NPCA Grasssroots
Coordinator Laura Loo-
mis. “They damage the
fragile dune system
and mar the experience
of thousands of swim-
mers, sunbathers, and
picnickers.”

Environmentalists
sued the National Park
Service (NPS) to limit
off-road vehicles
(ORVs) at the national
seashore. The judge in
the case urged the
NPS to consider the
impact these vehicles
have on other visitors.

The NPS then devel-
oped a new plan,
making 17.5 miles of
the beach off limits to
ORVs. The plan was
challenged by ORV
owners, who asked the
Cape Cod Advisory
Commission for a pub-
lic hearing.

In response, NPCA’s
grassroots staff issued
an “alert” to generate
a letter-writing cam-
paign to the NPS,
timed to coincide with
the meeting. The meet-
ing was packed with
as many environmen-
talists as ORV enthusi-
asts, and the mail was
overwhelmingly in fa-
vor of the NPS plan
to limit access of
ORVs.

If you would like to
receive this action alert
or be put on the mail-
ing list, write Laura
Loomis, Grassroots Co-
ordinator, NPCA, 1701
18th St. NW, Washing-
ton, D.C.

Permit Renewal
For Sequoia Dam
Stirs Controversy

Early in this century, a
spate of dams were
carved out in national
parks, and the contro-
versy over these dams
has ebbed and flowed
ever since.

Congress is now
considering the renewal
of a special-use permit
for a 73-year-old hy-
droelectric facility on
the Kaweah River in
Sequoia National Park.
NPCA recommends re-
moving the structures
or limiting the special-
use permit.

Whether the park
and its water-power
projects can safely co-
exist is a matter of
opinion. Recent Nation-
al Park Service studies
have documented ill
effects on everything
from aquatic flora to
wildlife habitat and re-
creation.

Southern California
Edison Company,
which holds the per-
mit, downplays the
problem. Testifying in
January before the
Senate Subcommittee
on Public Lands, power
company representatives
argued that only low-
er-elevation brush and
scrub chaparral are at
stake; not the High Si-
erra wilderness and gi-
ant sequoia trees for
which the park is bet-
ter known.

At the hearings,
Steve Whitney, NPCA
natural resources coor-
dinator, pointed out
that the chaparral
country claims “the
highest biomass pro-
ductivity for both
plants and animals of
any segment of the
park,” serving as the
primary support for the
deer and mountain lion
populations.

Whitney said that
water leaking from the
aging structures has led
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to erosion of the land-
scape, and that even
more serious failures
could soon occur if re-
pairs are not made. He
also recommended bet-
ter monitoring of the
dam and amelioration
of all damage to the
park.

In general, he said,
NPCA favors removal
of the hydroelectric
project. Short of this,
NPCA would settle for
prohibiting its expan-
sion and imposing a
ten-year limitation on
the special-use permit.

Bill Would Ban
New Hydropower
In the Parks

In a development relat-
ed to the Sequoia dam
issue, Representative
Richard Lehman (D-
Calif.) recently intro-
duced legislation to
ban any new water
power projects in na-
tional parks or monu-
ments. The bill also
requires congressional
approval for the ex-
pansion of any existing
hydroelectric facilities.

Lehman is all too
familiar with the prob-
lem. His congressional
district includes Yosem-
ite National Park,
where San Francisco
recently attempted to
expand the 85-year-old
Hetch Hetchy power
plant on the Tuolomne
River.

Lehman’s legislation
would strengthen the
arm of Congress in
regulating water proj-
ects within national

NATIONAL PARKS (] MARCH/APRIL 1986

parks. The bill also
would require an Inte-
rior Department permit
for any water develop-
ment project, and Inte-
rior approval for any
major maintenance, re-
pair, or reconstruction.

“In the past,” Leh-
man told members of
the House Water and
Power Subcommittee,
on which he serves,
“legislation authorizing
specific projects within
national parks has giv-
en carte blanche to
water development.”

A member of the
House Parks and Re-
creation Subcommittee,
he noted that 18 na-
tional park areas house
a total of 108 dams.

Speed Essential
In Reclaiming
The Everglades

“This is the year we
really have to push to
protect the Everglades,”
said NPCA President
Paul Pritchard with
uncommon urgency.
Pritchard made this
statement in Marco,
Florida, where he was
addressing a mid-Janu-
ary meeting of the Ev-
erglades Coalition.

Representatives of 17
major conservation
groups and state and
federal agencies are
backing the ambitious
reclamation program
launched by Florida
Governor Bob Graham
in 1983, a program
they view as a model
for other states.

The long-range pro-
gram, which includes

$300 million for land
acquisition alone, is
designed to reverse the
ravages of decades of
development on the
three-million-acre, sub-
tropical wild lands.

In addition to hold-
ing the line on envi-
ronmental devastation,
Pritchard offered one
political reason why
time is of the essence.
He noted that Graham
plans to leave office
this year and is ex-
pected to run for the
Senate. Successive gov-
ernors might not be as
fervent in carrying out
the program, Pritchard
warned.

A paramount aim of
the Everglades plan,
which Graham detailed
in the July/August Naz-
tional Parks, is to re-
store the natural water
flow of the fragile
wetlands.

In addition, the state
plans to purchase
thousands of acres of
land to enlarge Big
Cypress National Pre-
serve, thus protecting
the endangered Florida
panther.

Lee lacocca
Fired as Head
Of Statue Panel

On February 13, Interi-
or Secretary Donald
Hodel fired Chrysler
Corporation Chairman
Lee lacocca as head of
the commission over-
seeing the Statue of
Liberty restoration.
Although some say
the Administration had
political motives, Hodel
cited conflict-of-interest

as the reason, pointing
out that lacocca was
also the head of the
private foundation that
is raising funds to fi-
nance the restoration.

Iacocca helped the
foundation raise $233
million, $3 million
more than its goal.
While NPCA praised
the effort, it said that
decisions concerning
park resources must re-
main in the hands of
the National Park
Service.

NPCA Announces
Photo Contest
For Members

NPCA is calling for
photographs that ex-
press the essence of
our national parks, in-
cluding scenics, wild-
life, and cultural re-
sources.

The contest is open
to any member of
NPCA, and entries are
due by October 1,
1986. Look for more
information in the
May/June issue of Na-
tional Parks.

Corrections
They may look like
they belong in Colora-
do, but the La Sal
Mountains are actually
in Utah (National
Parks, Jan/Feb, page
38).

The only archeologi-
cal “digs” allowed in
the National Park Sys-
tem are those done as
research projects by
park or regional arche-
ologists (Jan/Feb, page 8).




Prize-winning
Books on Parks

Stylish and learned publications
from the cooperating associations

The National Park Service Division of Publications

has won countless awards; and is the leading federal

agency in publications excellence. But there is an

unofficial arm of NPS publishing that is only now
beginning to receive overdue recognition: the cooperating associa-
tions. Without fanfare, these nonprofit, educational organizations
publish and sell books in park visitor centers.

Where the NPS itself cannot, for one reason or another, publish
the park story or various aspects of it, the associations have filled
visitors’ needs. Educating park visitors is, after all, a mandate of the
cooperating associations. For many years, their support was appre-
ciated only within the NPS; often, only within individual parks. Now
cooperating association publications are capturing national literary
and design prizes. And, increasingly, the associations and their
publications are being accepted on their own—not just as an exten-
sion of the NPS.

Here are a few of the most recent, outstanding publications from
the cooperating associations—a diverse collection from one of the
National Park Service’s greatest assets.

—James Murfin

A Naturalist’s Notebook

Robert G. Johnsson, illustrated by
John Dawson; Great Smoky Moun-
tains Natural History Assn.; Great
Smoky Mountains NP, Gatlinburg,
TN 37738; 130 pages, $10.45 (soft).*

A Naturalist's Notebook was called
the “most original of all publications
in the [1983-1984] competition” by
the judges of the cooperating associ-
ations” books awards. Based on the
splendid museum exhibit at Great
Smoky’s Sugarlands Visitor Center,
the book’s large, 11-inch-square
pages reproduce John Dawson’s
sketches, with text by NPS natural-
ist Bob Johnsson.

Dawson sketches with enough
detail to satisfy the realist, but a cer-
tain vagueness gives birds and
squirrels—and even leaves and blos-

*Including postage and handling

8

soms—motion on the page. And
Johnsson’s clear approach to nature’s
intricate webs of life brings the
whole project into focus.

A Naturalist’s Notebook is spiral-
bound, and there’s room to make
your own notes . . . and to color, if
you like. Even at its size, this book is
a joy to take into the field.

Those Who Came Before

Robert H. and Florence C. Lister;
Southwest Parks and Monuments
Assn.; 221 N. Court Ave., Tucson,
AZ 85701; 184 pages, $12.95
(softcover), $36.00 (hardbound).*

Those Who Came Before is an elegant
presentation of southwestern ar-
cheology in the National Park Ser-
vice, a statement as filled with
contradiction as the field of archeol-
ogy itself. While most books on this

subject are as dry as digging in the
ruins of Bandelier at 112 degrees in
the shade, Those Who Came Before
manages to entice the reader into an
incomparable adventure.

Mind you, archeologist Robert
Lister is no Indiana Jones swinging
through the Temple of Doom, but
he has done something that few be-
fore have accomplished. Lister,
along with his wife Florence, an ex-
pert in ceramic research, relates the
explorations and investigations of 28
NPS sites in Arizona, Colorado,
New Mexico, and Utah.

In straightforward and unstilted

: prose, they make prehistoric cultures

and the search for their remains ex-
citing. More the story of 19th- and
20th-century explorers who have
deciphered the centuries-old bones
and ashes of early cultures, the book
still tunes our ears to the spirits of
the past.
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Those Who Came Before is a model
of its kind and a recruiting docu-
ment for the science. Years from
now, the National Park Service will
measure their accomplishments in
the Southwest by the lasting power
of this book.

River Runners of the Grand
Canyon

David Lavender; Grand Canyon
Natural History Assn.; Box 399,
Grand Canyon, AZ 86023; 188
pages, $13.95 (soft).*

When a cooperating association
needs a park history, it goes with a
writer who has a consistent record
of well-written manuscripts, whose
work sweeps across the landscape
with broad strokes, but who is not
afraid to peek and poke into crevices
and pull out gems secreted away by
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Left: from Where Do I Look, a chil-
dren’s book on the Grand Canyon, by
Jacque Franklin; photo by George H.
H. Huey. Above: from River Runners
of the Grand Canyon, by David Laven-
der (historical photo, 1912). Right: from
Let Us Remember, The Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial; photo by Jeff Ploskonka
(copyright Smithsonian Institution).

both man and nature. David Laven-
der’s work matches this description,
especially so in River Runners, one
of his best books yet on the West.

Remarkable for his productivity,
Lavender is no stranger to the NPS
or cooperating associations. And he
is no stranger to the Colorado River
and the Grand Canyon. He brings
life and excitement to the history of
Colorado River adventurers, from
John Wesley Powell to those who
traveled through Glen Canyon in
1963, just before it disappeared un-
der the waters of manmade Lake
Powell.

River Runners demonstrates the
care with which writer, designer,
and publisher worked together to
produce a piece of art. The selection
of 75 historic photographs, and the
integrated type and page design
make the book a likely contender
for the 1985-1986 awards.

Let Us Remember, The Vietnam
Veterans Memorial

Parks and History Assn.; Box
40929, Washington, D.C. 20016; 32
pages, $4.50 (soft).*

Harper and Row published the de-
finitive book on the Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial, and a magnificent
book it is. The cooperating associa-
tions show what they do best: Lef
Us Remember is a fully illustrated (38
color and black-and-white photo-
graphs), concisely written and well-
designed booklet for the Washing-
ton, D.C., visitor.

Keepsake is a terrible word and
suggests something that goes in a
drawer and is never seen again. But
the true definition is “anything kept
as a token of friendship.” And that’s
what this publication should be. No

Continued on page 10
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one should leave Washington with-
out it.

The photographs are touching
without being maudlin. The text
says only what it should: what the
memorial is, why it is, and how to
use it. This booklet is an example of
what cooperating associations are all
about—helping visitors to NPS sites
discover, understand, and, most of
all, remember.

Alaska National Parklands, This
Last Treasure

William E. Brown; Alaska Natural
History Assn.; Anchorage, AK
99501; 128 pages, $7.45 (soft), $18.50
(hard).*

Bill Brown, in the foreword to this
1981-1982 award winner, said, “‘I
write with two views of Alaska. Out
one window, blue sky frames jagged
peaks of the Chugach Mountains,
mottled with snow and spring’s en-
croaching green. Turning, I watch a
raven glide . . . on a downdraft to-
ward Cook Inlet’s glacial tidewaters.
Distantly, where the Chigmit
Mountains hinge the Alaska and
Aleutian ranges, snowfields and
clouds blur in a sun-shot sky misty
with ocean moisture.”

Despite its pipeline and its bud-
ding metropolises, Alaska is still wil-
derness. Spread across this broad
canvas of rivers and valleys, moun-
tains and plateaus are some of
America’s unspoiled treasures. Los-
ing himself in the wilderness, Brown
paints wonderful word-pictures.
The work of many fine photogra-
phers, including those in the NPS,
has been woven into a simple, yet
powerful, design to help make this
book a classic.

S ome 60 to 70 major interpretive

books, trail guides, informa-
tional folders, and posters are pub-
lished each year by cooperating
associations. The association pub-
lishing program dates back to the
1920s. Until recently, however, most
of this park literature was a meager
selection of unimaginative trail
guides and poorly designed park his-
tories.

In 1974, the National Park Service
decided to help the cooperating
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associations improve their publica-
tions. Their double-barreled ap-
proach consisted of a training pro-
gram and an awards competition.

Training programs were estab-
lished in every area, from writing
and editing to printing and mer-
chandising. Books and brochures be-
gan to reflect new printing tech-
niques, design concepts, and a more
visitor-oriented approach to inter-
pretation—in short, a completely
different style of publishing.

The cooperating associations got
help from children’s author Jean
Fritz; Barry Lopez, author of Winfer
Count and Of Wolves and Men,; poet
Tony Beasley; writer/photographer
Stephen Trimble; editor Edward
Purcell; writer/editor Paula Degen;
and award-winning designers Chris-
tina Watkins and Cameron Poulter.

To spice things up, in 1974 the bi-
ennial publications competition was
launched in conjunction with that
year’s biennial meeting of the co-
operating associations. To be sure,
there were those who felt it was a
gimmick. But when the first winners
were announced and displayed,
there was no question the publica-
tions were worthy of attention.

The judges’ comments and criti-
cisms have been instrumental in im-
proving the whole publications pro-
gram. Although the seven judges
have varied, among them have ro-
tated a few “constants.”

All of the judges are non-NPS,
nongovernment professionals from
the Washington, D.C., area: Robert
Lautman, photographer; Kurt Wei-
ner, publisher; Theodore Amussen,
publications director; Michael
Frome, naturalist; John Burwell,
photographer; John Michael, printer;
Francis Smyth, publications director;
Hulon Noe, art director; T. Destry
Jarvis, NPCA; William Perry, natu-
ralist; David Sparks, historian; and—
always the chief judge—Howard
Paine, National Geographic Society
art director.

When the competition was started
in 1974, there were only 60 entries.
Gross sales of cooperating publica-
tions were about $6 million that
year. The 1983-84 competition ac-
cepted 170 entries. Gross sales in
1984 were $20 million.

The net proceeds from these sales
are donated to national park inter-
pretive programs. In 1974, interpre-
tive programs received $550,000
from the sale of cooperating associa-
tion publications. In 1984, sales were
$5 million.

Publisher Alfred Knopf and his
friend Freeman Tilden, the “father
of park interpretation,” both of
whom were dedicated to national
parks and to excellence in publish-
ing, would have been proud.

The following are the 1983-1984
winners:

Freshwater Wilderness, Yellow-
stone Library and Museum Associa-
tion (interpretation), and “Director’s
Award” for best publication;

Those Who Came Before, South-
west Parks and Monuments (schol-
arly publication);

Dinosaur: The Dinosaur National
Monument Quarry, Dinosaur Na-
ture Association (interpretation);

A Naturalist’s Notebook, Great
Smoky Mountains Natural History
Association (interpretation);
Timpanogos Cave: Window into
the Earth, Southwest Parks and
Monuments Association (guide);
Aztec Ruins National Monument,
Gran Quivira National Monument,
Hubbell Trading Post National
Historic Site, Pinnacles National
Monument, Southwest Parks and
Monuments Association (trail
guides);

Denali Alpenglow, Alaska Natural
History Association (newspaper);
Where Do I Look? Grand Canyon
Natural History Association (chil-
dren’s book);

California Gray Whale, Coastal
Parks Association (poster);

The Guadalupes, Carlsbad Caverns
Natural History Association (new
edition of previous publication);
Where the Mountain Meets the
Sea, Pacific Northwest National
Parks and Forests Association (joint
venture with commercial publisher).

James Murfin, former NPS cooperat-
ing association coordinator, is the au-
thor of numerous books, including the
award-winning Gleam of Bayonets,
which focuses on the Battle of Antie-
tam.
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Vento Takes Charge

The Ghairman

of the House Suhcommittee on Parks
Presents a Challenging Agenda

NPCA: How did you get interested in

national parks and public lands issues?

Rep. Vento: [ taught science—that is
probably one way. Also, coming
from Minnesota, the outdoors is
part of our life: hunting, fishing,
picking mushrooms, just being out.
Plus, I think there is a strong con-
servation heritage in Minnesota,
coming from second-generation im-
migrants. They came from an envi-
ronment where land was valuable,
so they are interested in what we do
with our land.

I, obviously, take a special interest
in these issues, but I don’t think I am
unusual in terms of values. When |
served in the Minnesota legislature,
we were action-oriented. We did
things. There’s strong support for
parks and public lands in Minnesota
and I don’t think most people in our
area are necessarily plugged into the
idea of buying their own little piece
of the environment somewhere.

What's behind my interest in des-
ignating national parks is a very
American ideal—common owner-
ship of resources. When I was a kid,
we didn’t have a lake cottage and
our Sunday recreation was going up
to the Saint Croix River or to picnic
in a park.

You pay your taxes and you can
go when you want. You run into
problems when you start charging
people to come onto public lands.
Not that there shouldn’t be some to-
ken charged, but it shouldn’t be a
barrier to use of publicly owned
land.

NATIONAL PARKS MARCH/APRIL 1986

Rep. Bruce Vento, D-Minnesota

“Gramm-Rudman has
a lot of problems. | don't
think you can put the national
budget on automatic pilot. We
should be making those
decisions ourselves.”

Chas Geer

NPCA: Which brings up the Gramm-
Rudman-Hollings law fo balance the
budget. How will that affect the parks?
Rep. Vento: Oh, I think Gramm-
Rudman has a lot of problems, not
the least of which are the constitu-
tional hurdles it has to survive. I
don’t favor anything automatic that
goes on without public decisions.
And I don’t think you can put the
national budget on automatic pilot.
We really should be making those
decisions ourselves.

If this leads to budget changes
without increases in revenue, it’s go-
ing to be devastating to the Depart-
ment of Interior and the National
Park Service. Fees are generally a to-
ken amount and will never make up
the difference. You'd have to raise
them to astronomical amounts to
make up for the losses that would
occur. For example, Gramm-Rud-
man may mean you don’t have the
park personnel to collect the fees.

The basic problem, though, will
be that a high fee structure will de-
stroy that American concept of pub-
lic ownership of resources by pricing
some people out of the national
parks.

NPCA: There is talk of closing re-
gional offices of the National Park Ser-
vice. Is it conceivable we would have to
close some parks?

Rep. Vento: That’s conceivable, but
very undesirable. This is just the
most obvious problem. I fear having
parks open without adequate, well-
trained personnel. These people are
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as important as the resources. With-
out interpretation, you may be blind
to the resource. Or the resource
could become abused because peo-
ple don’t know how to use it.

Park Service personnel are an im-
portant resource themselves. In one
instance, a person may be working
in Lowell, Massachusetts, a historic
park district, and the next time
working at Gates of the Arctic in
Alaska. The same person can work
in both types of areas. That’s the
kind of resource you have in terms
of people.

That need [for personnel] is going
to be compounded by Gramm-Rud-
man, which mandates cuts without
any rational plan. Of course, all that
can change if the Administration
and others admit to the needs for
additional revenues and provide the
funding necessary for the programs
we want.

NPCA: Obviously, this will affect the
expansion of the National Park Sys-
tem. Are there particular, represen-
tative areas that should be added?
Rep. Vento: I absolutely am not go-
ing to be limited in my role as chair-
man of the National Parks and
Recreation subcommittee. There are
certain responsibilities that I have
with respect to designation of Na-
tional Park System areas. Obvi-
ously, the lack of revenue is a seri-
ous thing, but I don’t think we can
stop the world because of it.

With regard to parks, I think the
issues that need to be addressed are
critical. We have a couple of new
proposals—Great Basin National
Park is one—and we have to move
ahead. Unless we make decisions
with regard to land use, parks, and
appropriate use, we're going to miss
the opportunity. That would be a
great disservice to the American
public.

The Great Basin isn’t represented
in the park system. It should be, and
I think Wheeler Peak is a good ex-
ample of that type of area. The
Tallgrass Prairie is a possibility.

Regarding cultural and historical
parks, [ would like to see a better
representation of the women'’s role
in our society. I think other cultural
examples—Spanish history, the
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“The NPS should use
the legal tools available.
In hearings on threats to
the parks it was clear the

Service is not pursuing
its lawful remedies.”

American labor union movement,
for instance—are not well repre-
sented. We might be able to tie some
of that together with some natural
areas that are not represented.

I think we have to designate other
wild and scenic river systems in the
near future because, if we don’t, we
are going to lose the opportunity.
We’ve simply had more flexibility
in the past because of the high-qual-
ity pristine rivers and available land.

We will have to establish more
urban parks for people in population
centers. And I think we’ve got to re-
classify some areas where the pro-
tections are not working. Chaco
Canyon in New Mexico [a national
historical park] should possibly be
reclassified as a national park.

In talking with park personnel, we
found that we should be looking at a
Northern Plains area in North Da-
kota. In Alaska, continued challenge
of the decisions made there will be
important activity.

So, I think we are still in a dy-
namic stage. I don’t think proposals
should be limited by the actions of
Gramm-Rudman. Realistically, it’s
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going to be a hurdle, but I person-
ally intend to fight to see that we
keep on track with the decisions we
should be facing up to.

NPCA: Do you have a philosophy on
how much federal money should be
spent on roads and other improvements
in parks? For instance, the Burr Trail
is an issue right now.

Rep. Vento: When you have roads
and other facilities that were in the
parks prior to designation, generally
the use continues as it existed in the
past, as long as it doesn’t interfere
with the purpose for which the park
was created.

I think with the Burr Trail you
have a basic conflict: people who
want to do a major upgrading of the
road and use it for purposes that are
different from past use. This is the
very sort of thing we have to guard
against.

I think the Park Service has legal
tools to fight this. The irony is that
not only do you have people saying,
“We want to do this for local eco-
nomic reasons,” but they want to
use Park Service funds, which is an
outrage. That kind of use of national
dollars is especially galling.

We have money to upgrade roads
in parks where they facilitate inter-
pretation and protect the resource.
That’s a hell of a lot different utili-
zation than I understand with the
Burr Trail proposals. We must guard
against the misuse of resources that
will adversely affect parks for pri-
vate—or state—gain.

NPCA: We found, in the 1980 “State

| of the Parks Report,” that many of the

problems in parks were caused by the
actions of other federal agencies. Is
there a way to protect parks through
the negotiation process?

Rep. Vento: We surely encourage
[Interior] Undersecretary [Anne]
McLaughlin, but Interior’s negotia-
tion concept does not provide for a
higher protection of parks. I think
parks are special and much more
vulnerable.

With the Yellowstone Ecosys-
tem—it’s good to study and under-
stand ecosystems. But I think that if
we're looking at park protection,
then we should be looking at things
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like a Park Protection Act, which
would lay down working relation-
ships between agencies in which
parks receive a special consideration.

I think the National Park Service
should be using the legal tools that
are available. We had extensive
hearings on air pollution and threats
to the parks, and it’s clear the Park
Service is not pursuing its lawful
remedies.

We can keep buying to protect the
land, but unless the NPS exercises
its legal authority, we'll fail.

NPCA: There's been talk of a trust
fund for parks within the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, which
could soften the blow when appropria-
tions for parkland acquisition changes
drastically from year to year . . . .
Rep. Vento: I think it’s a good idea,
but getting the money out of it
would be a problem. Going through
the appropriations committee is like
going through the eye of a needle.
But you need that congressional pre-
rogative: accountability, making cer-
tain what the Park Service is doing
with the money, and not just
handing it over to the
Administration.This two-step pro-
cess [authorization, then appropria-
tion] has been around for a long
time. Although there could be im-
provements to eliminate some of the
fits and starts as they affect park
funds and policies.

One of the great advantages we
have with land designation is that
once we designate an area, we put in
place certain limitations and require-
ments for authorization of appropri-
ations. But it is aggravating not to
get the full funding.

Fortunately, up to this point,
funding has been pretty orderly. Of
course, in the last years of the Rea-
gan Administration they’ve fallen
behind miserably in terms of dealing
with the inholding commitments
that have been made. But the pres-
sure is building and they’re going to
have to respond.

Acquisition funding is going to
continue to be a source of contro-
versy. [ don’t know if there’s any
way around that without losing
some accountability.

We do have to keep the pressure
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“To give in by saying we're
not going to designate
parks because you're not
providing an orderly flow of
money ... we would be
defeating ourselves.”

on in terms of designating. To give
in by saying that we're going to quit
designating because you’re not pro-
viding an orderly flow of

money . ... We would end up de-
feating ourselves.

NPCA: What about greenlining?
Rep. Vento: The Pine Barrens have
not worked out as well as we would
have liked, but there are a number
of ideas we could explore for the fu-
ture. For instance, instead of using
easements, we could buy property,
put certain environmental restric-
tions on it, and put it on the open
market. Basically, we could custom-
ize the regulations for protection.

There’s also the idea of a land
bank where individuals could do-
nate land for a park. Even if that
land were not park material, we
could use the land to trade for other
areas with park characteristics or to
round out boundaries at existing
parks.

NPCA:. .. and tax incentives?
Rep. Vento: Trying to derive land
protection—or any policies—

Rep. Vento with ranger at St. Croix River; by Mark Nelson

through the IRS is damn hard. But
the IRS has provided tax credits for
historical properties that are based
on qualitative evaluations of protec-
tive measures taken at the site. The
problem is a familiar one of a lot of
people looking for loopholes.

NPCA: Because of budget-cutting, do
you see any reassessment of the local
and state dependency on federal dollars
in the public park process?

Rep. Vento: You need a viable state
partner in this process. It isn’t possi-
ble for the national government to
come in and say, “I'm from Wash-
ington and have all the answers.”
It’s much better to get a little home-
grown expertise. It helps develop
consensus and understanding. That’s
one of the great advantages of the
federal grant programs: they give
state and local government guidance
and some leverage in terms of local
dollars.

But the national government is
better off insulated from the paro-
chial concerns in states. If we had to
wait for the state government in
Alaska to designate parks . ... Even
in my own state, with the problems
at Boundary Waters, we would still
be without protection for these mag-
nificent resources if it had not been
for congressional intervention. We
need a Mo Udall or a John Seiberling
who are not subject to local pres-
sures. We need the objectivity of
national government.

NPCA: What do you see as the future
role of the conservation community?
Rep. Vento: There’s a significant
role for interest groups to play, espe-
cially in educating the public. Our
culture is changing from a rural base
to a more urban base and not as
many people see or take part in the
land. We have to do a better job of
educating—through the values of
parents, through programs like
scouting, through the willingness of
people to take leadership roles.

Even so, the American mindset
focuses on land, precious places that
ought not to be lost.

For instance, I imagine I'm going
to retire to the Boundary Waters, get
out to where it’s beautiful. It’s a
dream. It’s a dream we all have. s
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Overleaf: Grand Canyon by David Muench
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‘Views

The pure silence of Grand Canyon

0 n the footpath of Bright Angel
Trail or along the banks of

the Colorado River as it cuts
through the inner gorge of the
Grand Canyon, the tranquility of
hikers is pierced by the almost con-
stant roar of aircraft taking sight-
seers on expensive tours. The air-
craft sound like angry mosquitoes as
they enter the vast chasm, chiseled
by nature about 25 million years ago
during the Paleozoic Era.

Below, an eerie quiet envelopes
the remote backcountry trails, a
quiet few people ever experience
and one of the canyon’s most re-
markable features. Not even the rus-
tle of leaves or the swoosh of the
mighty Colorado River disturbs the
serenity of the canyon—until the
aircraft fly over again.

Backpackers, with their canteens
of water, hike down the Bright An-
gel or Kaibab trails into 100-degree
heat, anticipating the hard, several-
thousand-foot hike out of the can-
yon. They have come in search of a
peacefulness that visitors say is un-
surpassed anywhere on earth.

““Generations of people have come
to the canyon to experience the in-
credible silence of the place,” says
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overflights

by Kathryn Kabler

Forty-nine companies offer aerial tours
of the Grand Canyon out of Tusayan,
Arizona, the town closest to the south
rim of the national park. The battle
concerning air rights over the parks
centers on the Grand Canyon because
air-tour businesses there reap about
$50 million a year.

Dennis Brownridge

is shattered by constant

Dennis Brownridge, a Tucson geog-
raphy teacher who has hiked much
of the canyon. “The quiet is more
impressive than the colors of the
sunsets. Most people have never ex-
perienced anything like it.”

With their rotors beating like
machine guns, the helicop-
ters swoop off the Abyss on the
west rim of the majestic canyon
where it drops 3,500 feet to the
Tonto Plateau. The air ships disap-
pear from sight then reappear again
as they zip from one butte to an-
other—through Confucius Gap and
around the ancient ruins of the
Anasazi Indians.

The noise of their engines rever-
berates continuously throughout the
canyon. Even commercial jets at alti-
tudes of 30,000 feet and military jets
flying low to sightsee disturb the
tranquility of the backcountry.

“The noise is like Chinese water
torture,” Brownridge says. “Just as
you settle back to relax, another
plane comes over and tenses your
muscles. It makes you angry.”

It is ironic that the park known
for its cathedral quiet now has the
most disturbing noise. Although
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Grand Canyon has the worst over-
flight problem, it is by no means the
only national park under seige by
loud military aircraft and profitable
sightseeing companies eager to take
tourists on quick trips through
America’s crown jewels.

e At Fort Jefferson National Monu-
ment off the Everglades in the Gulf
of Mexico, century-old bricks are
dropping into the moat of this pre-
Civil War structure as military jets
make high-speed turnarounds.
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® Fighter pilots from air bases near
Sequoia-Kings Canyon national
parks in California streak through
the parks’ narrow canyons, practic-
ing for combat missions. The sound
is deafening, and some hikers have
been forced to the ground by the
low-flying aircraft.

® At Cumberland Island National
Seashore in Georgia, light airplanes
buzz the waterfront and even land
on the beach, endangering sunbath-
ers and fishermen. The landings are

illegal, but the state of Georgia has
never given the National Park Ser-
vice (NPS) law-enforcement author
ity on the beach. So the practice
continues, even though part of the
island is designated wilderness.

® Hikers in the backcountry at Yo-
semite National Park in California
say commercial aircraft flying on the

Yosemite Valley (above) lies along a

transcontinental air route, and air-
planes are a common park sight.
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transcontinental route from San
Francisco are ruining the quiet they
seek among the park’s famed granite
mountains.

0 nly recently has the NPS be-
gun to address the problem

of noisy and potentially dangerous
air flights over America’s national
parks. The controversy has pitted
environmentalists against air-tour
operators.

The NPS seems caught in the
middle. It must balance a dual man-
date: to protect and preserve the
natural beauty of the parks while
making them available for visitors.

At Grand Canyon, some environ-
mentalists have called for a complete
ban on all scenic flights over the
park. National Parks and Conserva-
tion Association, however, has pro-
moted a more balanced approach in
which flights would be restricted in
some areas and perhaps banned dur-
ing some months of the year.

Air-tour operators, on the other
hand, argue that their services make
the canyon experience available to
tourists on short visits to the park as
well as to the handicapped and el-
derly. They contend that, unlike
campers, they leave no refuse.

Ronald Warren, general manager
of Grand Canyon Airlines, calls the
air tours “the cleanest method of
seeing the canyon.” Environmental-
ists point out that the tour compa-
nies do pollute—both the quiet and
the clear skies.

“The last thing we're trying to do
is annoy someone,” says Joel Rash,
director of operations for Grand
Canyon Helicopters.

That is also the aim of park offi-
cials at the Grand Canyon who are
engaged in the lengthy and cumber-
some process of trying to balance the
desires of environmentalists and air
operators. Russ Butcher, NPCA’s
Southwest/California regional rep-
resentative, says the NPS ““is bend-
ing over backwards” to hear all sides
and come to a reasonable solution.

“It’s a definite conflict,” Butcher
says. “People who take river trips
will get off their boats, walk up to a
waterfall in the lower part of the
canyon, and a helicopter will be
hovering overhead. The roar of the
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helicopter is magnified inside the
canyon and the vibrations one feels
are intense.

“This is a problem and the Park
Service is addressing it, trying to re-
solve it through direct dialogue,” he
added.

I . he Grand Canyon air traffic

problem is at a crucial point,
and NPS efforts to resolve the prob-
lem have gained national attention.
Park managers across the country
are watching and waiting for the
Grand Canyon solution, which

“At times you can
count four planes at a
time, ten in a couple
of minutes. It’s like
a beating hammer.”

likely will be used as a model for
similar aircraft problems at parks
across the country.

This situation is further compli-
cated by the fact that the NPS does
not have jurisdiction over its own
air space, but can only complain to
the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. (The question of jurisdiction is
now being studied by the Solicitor’s
Office of the Interior Department.)
Recently, the NPS and the Federal
Aviation Administration issued an
advisory requesting that aircraft fly
at least 2,000 feet above the national
park. But that advisory is ignored
every day.

John Guthrie, deputy superinten-
dent at Grand Canyon, says, “We're
trying to talk it over, but if it gets to
the point where we’re playing hard-
ball, our position has to be to protect
the resource . . . and that means we’d
have to advocate restricted flights.”

Last year, Yosemite was con-
fronted with a similar controversy
when a Fresno, California, outfit
proposed scenic flights over the park
that Ansel Adams chronicled with
his awe-inspiring photographs. So
far, park officials say the scenic
flights have been quite limited and
have not posed a problem, particu-

larly over the heavily traveled Yo-
semite Valley.

Although the number of Yosemite
fly-overs may increase, no national
park suffers the air assault that
Grand Canyon does. Sharon John-
son, a Yosemite employee who
hiked the Grand Canyon last spring,
says:

““At times you could count four
planes at one time, ten in a couple of
minutes. It’s like a beating hammer.
I'm an avid user of the backcountry,
and I find the constant drone dis-
turbing.”

S cenic air flights began at the
Grand Canyon in 1926, but

in the last ten years the number of
air operators has more than tripled.
Forty-nine companies offer scenic
tours out of Tusayan, a town that
lies next to the park’s south rim.
And flights originate in Los Angeles,
Las Vegas, and Phoenix as well.

Last year, approximately 400,000
tourists paid from $50 to $200 for
scenic tours of the canyon. Most of
these tours took less than an hour.

Flight operators estimate the tour
business at Grand Canyon alone is a
$50-million-per-year industry. They
say they provide a needed service for
many of the canyon’s 2.5 million an-
nual visitors.

Air tours allow the handicapped
to view the park. And flight oper-
ators say that older visitors are more
likely to view Grand Canyon from
the air. As America’s population
ages, their services will be more in
demand, air operators argue. They
also point out that they help the
NPS by reporting park emergencies
and assisting in search-and-rescue
missions deep in the inner gorge of
the canyon.

Robert J. Donaldson, chief pilot
for Grand Canyon Airlines and pres-
ident of Grand Canyon Flight Oper-
ators Association, which represents
22 flight companies, says, “We don't
want to turn this into a Coney Island
... the star of our show is the Grand
Canyon.”

Viewing the canyon by air—par-
ticularly by helicopter—is

an unforgettable experience. One

swoops within a hundred yards of
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Overflights allow visitors to experience the breadth, depth, and drama of the

canyon—but at the expense of hikers seeking to escape the roar of civilization.

Cheops Pyramid or the Osiris Tem-
ple; and the patina of reds that cov-
ers many of the buttes glows like
desert varnish.

Some air passengers are overcome
with emotion at the visual splendor.
Others equate the canyon flight
with a religious experience.

Hikers find their experiences with
Grand Canyon aircraft unforgettable
in quite another way. At any one
time, a dozen aircraft may be buzz-
ing through the canyon.

In fact, the 1977 NPS Towler
Study of backcountry hikers found
that they were distracted by aircraft
up to 71 percent of the time. A 1978-
1980 study concluded that aircraft
noise was evident in some areas of
the canyon up to 95 percent of the
time, or an average of 47 percent of
the time. In a 1983 NPCA study, re-
source managers at more than 50 na-
tional park areas throughout the
country said they had significant
overflight problems.

Currently, several studies are un-
derway to examine the effects of air-
craft noise on a variety of wildlife
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and on cultural treasures. In the
meantime, park officials, environ-
mentalists, and air-tour operators
are trying to hammer out a solution.

The NPS recently completed a se-
ries of public meetings on the issue,
and has developed several strategies.
Steve Hodapp, chief of resources
management at Grand Canyon, says
they are now refining these strate-
gies and working toward a draft
management plan. The National
Park Service plan is expected out in
late spring.

But some environmentalists insist
on a total ban. They say that the
NPS is violating the law by allowing
aircraft to use the park without im-
posing any regulations on over-
flights.

NPCA believes that a ban is not a
realistic solution. It favors a com-
bination of several management op-
tions, including:
® minimum altitude restrictions;

o flight patterns that avoid areas
popular with backcountry hikers;

® a ban on canyon flights during
certain times of the day, particularly

Dennis Brownridge

the early morning and late after-
noon. People on the ground cherish
these times because of the awesome
quiet;

® a ban on aircraft at certain times of
the year, perhaps in January, Febru-
ary, or March. Many hikers visit the
canyon during these months, but the
demand for air tours is low.

“If we end up with these kinds of
meaningful changes, [ think that
people who visit the canyon by heli-
copter or by fixed-wing plane could
continue to do so without any ap-
preciable problem for ground users,’
says Butcher.

“These seem to hold out the most
hope,” he added. “The air operators
don’t want a black eye. They want
to be accepted and to get along with
the Park Service.”

A s for military flights, the NPS

seems almost helpless. Two
years ago, a Sequoia National Park
helicopter was involved in a near
mid-air collision with a low-flying
military jet. At Death Valley and
other national park areas close to
military installations, sonic booms
cause headaches.

Because the Department of De-
fense has no real policy directing its
aircraft to avoid national parks, the
NPS can only deal with military
overflight problems incident by in-
cident. In such cases, an accurate de-
scription of the plane must be re-
corded. But backcountry hikers say
the phantom jets fly too fast to get
the necessary information.

Meanwhile, military jets continue
to “hotdog”” through park canyons,
often blasting the sound barrier.
Scenic tour companies send their
ranks of helicopters and airplanes
across the skies of America’s crown
jewels, disturbing the pristine envi-
ronment President Woodrow Wilson
intended to preserve when he signed
the National Park Service Organic
Act in 1916.

Says one hiker: “You grit your
teeth, you clench your hands. It gets
to your soul. Something has to be
done.”

’

Kathryn Kahler is a national cor-
respondent for Newhouse News Ser-
vices, covering justice and the law.
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Tributes left at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
help friends and relatives say goodbye

Reflections

n the brilliant sunlight of a sum-
mer day the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial loses some of its grimness.

Brightly dressed tourists and their
popsicle-toting children help to
soften the impression of the somber
expanse of names. But, on the spe-
cial days—like Memorial Day or
Veterans Day—the memorial asserts
its poignancy.

On those days more than the
usual number of veterans visit the
memorial, usually wearing some
piece of their former uniform. Fam-
ily members of deceased veterans
often choose these days to visit the
wall—to seek out and touch the
name of a lost son or daughter, hus-
band or father.

At the base of the memorial,
many visitors leave offerings, as if
trying to reach out to the dead
through the wall’s polished granite
surface. The wall, so simple and un-
adorned, seems to invite embellish-
The prize-winning design for the Viet-
nam Memorial was criticized as a black
cut in the ground; few realized that the
memorial would also reflect the sky.
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by James Carman

ment, as though the tributes com-
plete the memorial’s meaning in
some way.

The need to leave something at
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial has
been strong for people who were
touched by the war; tributes began
appearing at the bottom of the wall
from the moment it was dedicated in
November of 1982. Yet, the phe-
nomenon of the offerings took ev-
eryone by surprise.

People often visit the wall to face
their grief, to discard some token of
their sorrow there. They leave flow-
ers and American flags, and more
personal offerings such as pictures,
military medals, childhood toys, and
letters:

We weren 't friends while you
were alive, we were only kids. [
would have liked the man you
would have grown to be. The Gus
(Alexander) I knew wouldn 't have
cared much for flowers, but the
man he would have grown fo be
would have appreciated their na-
ture and their life.

Love, Susan

[ feel so close to you when I am
at the wall, when I see, feel, and
touch your name on the black
granite wall. [ feel pride.

"See ya, Buddy'~ He carried
me on his back to the helicopter,
said, "“See ya, Buddy, " and went
off to fight. I went home. You were
sent home, though, to rest always.

[ came to the wall and tears fell as
[ said, "“See ya, Buddy."’

At first, National Park Service of-
ficials did not know what to do
with the letters and other objects,
although they realized it was inap-
propriate to throw them away. The
objects were stored in a maintenance
yard at regional headquarters, but
the NPS was concerned about dam-
age. They moved the objects to a
room; and it became overcrowded. It
was then that Pam West, the re-
gional Park Service curator for the
Washington, D.C., area, suggested
that the people at M.A.R.S. assume
responsibility for the collection.
M.A.R.S. is an acronym for the
Museum and Archeological Regional

21



FIRST BATTALION L
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Like the other tributes left at the memorial wall, this teddy bear (top) will be taken
to the Museum and Archeological Regional Storage Facility (M.A.R.S.) a National
Park Service museum where it will be catalogued and preserved (above). Most of
the tributes at the wall clearly have a personal significance, but written informa-
tion is seldom left with them. The M.A.R.S. curators are anxious to learn about
articles in the collection; if you have left a tribute at the wall, please see the end of
the story about how to contact M.A.R.S. with background information.

Right: the dedication of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial was a moving moment
for the nation. Soldiers came from every state, representing every war since World
War I. Grown men stood in groups with their arms around each other, crying and
laughing. Soldiers stood at the wall, tracing their friends’ names. Feelings of solace,
pride, and relief spread through the crowd. It was both a funeral and a celebration.




Preceding page: photography by Carolou Marquet (top left); Tracy A. Woodward (left); and Michael Wilson (right).

Storage Facility, located in Lanham,
Maryland. Stored in this large, brick
museum are objects from various
national parks and historical build-
ings around Washington, including
Clara Barton’s personal flag collec-
tion, and obsolete lock mechanisms
from the C & O Canal.

When they took over the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial collection in
1984, the M.A.R.S. staff was already
familiar with techniques for preserv-
ing and cataloguing museum materi-
als. The NPS collects every item left
at the memorial (except perishables).

The tributes left at the memorial
are brought in weekly. Of the 30,000
objects stored at M.A.R.S., about
2,000 comprise the Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial collection.

Currently, the collection is being
““stabilized,” a process of identifying
and preserving each object as it en-
ters the museum. Offerings are
placed in an airtight, environment-
controlled cabinet.

A 30-day waiting period is neces-
sary to establish the NPS’s legal
ownership. Anyone can reclaim an
object left at the memorial during
this period, but so far no one has.

In fact, the only inquiries that
M.A.R.S. has received about the
tributes have come from people who
want to donate an object directly to
the collection. That, however, is im-
possible. There is only one way for
something to enter the collection: it
must be left at the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial. This requirement sepa-
rates the collection from other mu-
seum collections, according to its cu-
rator, David Guynes.

“The unique thing about this col-
lection,” Guynes says, “what makes
it valuable, is that we don’t have
any hand in selecting the objects.
They all were left by people as ex-
pressions of their feelings about a
contemporary event. Because of
this, the tributes’ interest as histori-
cal documents is much greater than
if we had selected them.” As a re-
sult, the collection is unassailably
authentic.

We can only speculate why
people began leaving objects
at the memorial. Certainly, they felt
the need for a private expression of
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grief, to personalize the wall in some
way. But Guynes also believes that
people may be using their tributes—
like the ancient Celts—to convey
messages to the soldiers listed on the
wall.

“In Celtic Western Europe,”
Guynes says, “certain wells were
thought to be entrances to the un-
derworld. When the Romans in-
vaded Western Europe, they found
these wells stuffed full of valuable
objects, as votive offerings. The
Celts communicated with the dead
by throwing valuable objects into
these sacred wells.

“In this sense, the Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial is a sacred well, in

“One reason
the collection
has been kept is the
amount of trouble that
people went to to protect
these objects. You see
objects laminated to
make them last.”

which tributes are placed in the ef-
fort to communicate with the dead.
It is not an unprecedented religious
act, but it is unique in America, and
in contemporary times.”

Whatever the motivation, one
cannot help but be moved
by the tributes. Some objects—like
the letters and poems, the well-worn
teddy bear, or the framed photo-
graph of King, a German shepherd
killed in Vietnam—clearly speak
from the heart. Other items, such as
long, angry written statements, re-
call the turbulent polemics of the
Vietnam era.

Always, it is the tributes left by
the Vietnam veterans themselves
that express, perhaps, the purest
portrait of sorrow. Their offerings
express regret or relief, a recognition
of sacrifices made, the awful anguish

of watching people they knew get
killed.

KIA 15 Jan 69, Panel 34W, Line 9,
Had 6 months left to retire with 30
years active duty. A MARINE'S
MARINE"

Another veteran left a 50-page
narrative of his experience in Viet-
nam from the moment he arrived
until the time he left. Some tributes
are even written in Vietnamese.

Such documents, with the ex-
traordinary number of medals—in-
cluding Bronze Stars and Purple
Hearts—and a large assortment of
military clothing, make this an im-
portant historic collection.

ny academic analysis, however,
must wait until the collection is

better organized. David Guynes and
his assistant, Mike Harmon, are kept
busy simply categorizing the ob-
jects—putting all the medals to-
gether, for instance, and sorting the
different kinds of hats.

Once the preliminary work is fin-
ished, Guynes hopes to enlist the aid
of veterans to help with identifica-
tion. Only a Vietnam veteran could
recognize certain pictures or refer-
ences to Vietnam locales. Guynes
plans to arrange tours of the collec-
tion through veterans’ groups in or-
der to stimulate interest and to re-
cruit volunteers.

The curators would like to open
the collection to the public, but the
M.AR.S. people are reluctant to
make the collection part of a con-
ventional museum. Although the
Smithsonian Museum of American
History has been mentioned as a
possible exhibition space, many peo-
ple would like to see the collection
become part of the traveling exhibit
on the memorial that is now being
displayed throughout the country.
However the collection is displayed,
the Park Service and the Vietnam
veterans agree that the objects
should not be separated from their
original context, the Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial.

““One of the reasons the collection
has been kept,” says Guynes, “is the
amount of trouble that people went
to to protect these objects. You even
see objects laminated in plastic to
make them last. We feel we are do-
ing what the visitors wanted, even
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The M.A.R.S. facility is collecting the
widest assortment of Vietnam memo-
rabilia extant.

though they didn’t articulate that
desire.”

There is every indication that the
tributes will keep appearing. Guynes
speculates that the attention the col-
lection has received will keep alive
the desire to leave offerings at the
wall. Increasingly, people are prepar-
ing their tributes more carefully; and
Guynes thinks that future tributes
may become more elaborate and ar-
tistic.

Stdnding at the Vietnam Veter-

ans Memorial and reading the
list of names, one can become over-
whelmed by their sheer number.

NATIONAL PARKS MARCH/APRIL 1986

One can forget the personal tragedy
that each name represents, the grief
that remains for each soldier’s fam-
ily and friends.

But the tributes demand atten-
tion. The simple sorrow of a child’s
crayon drawing for her father can be
more affecting than the wall itself;
and, too, a mother’s words to her
dead son:

I am not ashamed of the tears I
shed for you, for you are worth the
pain of every one of them. I love
you and miss you.

Mom

James Carman, who works for U.S.
News and World Report magazine, is
also a freelancer who writes both fic-
tion and nonfiction.

David Guynes, the curator of
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
collection, would appreciate
help collecting background in-
formation about the tributes left
at the Vietnam War memorial.

If you have left a tribute at the
wall, please send information
about the object, the person, or
the event being memorialized to
the M.A.R.S. facility. Your name
will be kept confidential on re-
quest.

Contact: David Guynes, Cura-
tor; Museum and Archeological
Regional Storage Facility; P.O.
Box 283; Lanham, Maryland
20706.
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Sometimes it is necessary to cele-

brate what did nof happen
in the national parks. There is no
man-made volcano erupting on
schedule at Glacier National Park;
no cable cars filled with tourists
lumber across Grand Canyon and up
Yosemite’s Half Dome.

Over the years the National Park
Service has been presented with
many harebrained schemes for “im-
proving” the parks. Some were
taken so seriously that architectural
plans were drawn up and the ideas
covered in magazines such as Scien-
tific American and Harper's Weekly.
Since the inception of the National
Park System with the creation of
Yellowstone in 1872, a tug-of-war
has existed between those who want
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the parks to be preserved in their
natural state and those who want
them developed for recreation.

As early as 1874, Knut Forsberg, a
former architect to Emperor Napo-
leon III, had a plan. He submitted a
proposal to Secretary of Interior Co-
lumbus Delano for an ideal Yellow-
stone, including a national
raceground, national rowing club,
swimmers’ school, institutes for
farmers and gardeners, and several
health centers offering water and
gymnastic therapy, as well as “thou-
sands of grounds,” harboring private
villas and other structures.

At one time it was thought that an
inclined railway should be built in
the Grand Canyon of the Yellow-
stone. First proposed in 1890, the
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Grandiose schemes for the parks that

would have made the sublime ridiculous

by Stephen Kemp
Hlustrations by Rosalyn Schanzer

plan was approved by Yellowstone’s
superintendent and the Secretary of
Interior, and the contract was
granted. In fact, the engineering
drawings for the railway still exist in
the Yellowstone archives. The plan,
however, was revoked because of
fear for the railway’s impact on the
park. This decision set the precedent
against commercialization of the
parks.

So, no colored lights now illumi-
nate Yellowstone’s geysers and Yel-
lowstone Lake has not been
dammed to provide water for Idaho
farmers; and we can savor the tri-
umph of good sense.

Stephen Kemp has been a seasonal
ranger-naturalist at Yellowstone.



THE MAN-MADE Vorcano (left): A surplus of natural gas in Shelby, Montana,
and a lack of volcanoes in Glacier National Park inspired newspaper coverage
from Los Angeles to Washington, D.C., for this proposal in 1923. The surplus
gas would be piped 60 miles to Chief Mountain, where it would be used to
create eruptions that, according to the articles, would “rival Vesuvius or any of
the other Old World ‘smokers.” ”” It was thought the artificial volcano would
melt its own crater and light up the countryside for miles, creating “Montana’s
greatest continuing show.”

MANAGED WATERFALLS (right): In 1892, the head forester of the state of
California proposed “restoring” some of Yosemite’s waterfalls with a series of
dams and a 20-mile diversion flume. He complained that in late summer, when
most tourists visited the park, the falls deteriorated to “discolored streaks” and
“insignificant dribbles.” His plan would delight the visitors by ensuring a
dramatic flow of water throughout the tourist season.

SPANNING THE SKIES (below): Engineering breakthroughs in the 1920s made the
hard work of hiking down into canyons seem passé. In 1928, articles in Scientific
American praised the comforts of European cable car travel. “No special dress or
outfit will be needed as before to reach elevated regions, as tourists in their
ordinary clothes can step into comfortable cars and be carried up the lofty
heights of the mountain.” Cableways—Ilike those in the Swiss Alps—were
proposed, but not built, for Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Yosemite, and
Guadalupe Mountain national parks.
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the score against park pests

I ntegrated pest management

(IPM) has been called, “the
holistic approach” to pest control.
This method of pest management
became government policy in 1979,
but even before that the National
’ark Service had been looking for
more natural ways to control pests
and park exotics.

IPM adds research and evaluation,
public information, and biological
manipulation to the more traditional
methods of pest control such as poi-
soning and trapping. Scientists first
monitor the environment to evaluate
the effect of pest damage; then, they
* use a combination of strategies,
chemical and nonchemical. The NPS
has always been restrictive about
pesticide use; and nonchemical
treatments—physical, cultural, and
biological controls—are always con-
sidered first.

Physical controls include flyswat-
ters, mousetraps, glue boards, and
window screens; cultural controls
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include the use of pest-resistant va-
rieties of plants, such as roses, that
are resistant to fungal diseases. The
biological pest controls seem the
most fascinating, and include mi-
crobes; insects such as tiger beetles,
ichneumon wasps, praying mantises;
and other natural enemies.

At present, the National Park Ser-
vice is using and evaluating biologi-
cal control agents in more than 15
parks. For example: the musk thistle
weevil eats the seeds of the musk
thistle and has held that plant at bay
at Wilson’s Creek National Battle-
field; wasps control manure flies at
Mount Rainier National Park; milky
spore disease bacteria are used at
Longfellow National Historical Site
where they infect Japanese beetle
grubs.

Other IPM techniques may not, at
first, be recognized as pest control
treatments. For instance, Glacier Na-
tional Park requires that its conces-
sioners feed their pack animals only

processed oat pellets so exotic weed
seeds will not be transported into
the backcountry.

Disseminating information is an
important element of IPM. Re-
searchers at Great Falls Park reduced
the number of yellow-jacket stings
suffered by visitors simply by re-
quiring that concessioners provide
firm-fitting trash can lids and covers
for the soda containers. These tech-
niques are now used by other parks.
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TiGER BEeTLES (top left) are small and
voracious. Commonly found in the
moist, sandy soil of stream banks and
forest paths, they eat flies, mosquitoes,
and other irritating pests.

The ubiquitous LADYBIRD BEETLE (far
left), known by children as the “lady-
bug,” is a successful aphid- and scale-
insect-eater that is bred commercially
and sold to gardeners for pest control.

GREEN LYNX SpiDER (left) feeding on a
fly on a butterfly milkweed. This spi-
der does not spin a web, but hides in
blossoms where it preys on flower-eat-
ing insects. Spiders are unfairly ma-
ligned; they are one of the most benefi-
cial groups of invertebrates.

Hatched cocoons of the parasitic
BracoNiD Wasp (above), a common
but seldom-seen pest predator that
feeds on destructive caterpillars, such
as this sphinx moth caterpillar.

An adult braconid lays its eggs on
the body of a caterpillar; the hatched
larvae then burrow under the skin and
consume the insides of the host; when
ready to pupate they pass back outside
the skin where they spin their cocoons
and wait for metamorphosis.
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For You . . . For Gifts!
Bargains from the

NPCA Quality
Merchandise
Collection

Order now from the NPCA mini-
catalog shown. Just match the
catalog letters in the illustration to
those in the order form below. Com-
plete the coupon and mail it to
NPCA with your payment. Prices
include postage and handling.

A. Polo shirt, U.S. made, green with
white NPCA emblem-516.95 A-1.
Polo shirt, white with green NPCA
emblem-$16.95. Cotton/polyester
knit. Order men's sizes MS (34-36),
MM (38-40), ML (42-44), MXL (46);
women's sizes WS (6-8), WM
(10-12), WL (14-16).

B. T-Shirt, U.S. made, machine
washable, cotton/polyester, white
w/permanently silk-screened kelly
green NPCA logo-55.95. B-1.
T-Shirt, kelly green with white logo
-85.95. Sizes: S, M, L, XL.

C. Full-color Parks poster by famed
New Yorker cover artist. Ready to
frame $4.95.

D. Handsome, dishwasher-safe
stoneware coffee mug. Green NPCA
logo fired on soft tan mug. Individ-
ually packed-55.50.

E. Show you're on the NPCA team.
Baseball-style cap with NPCA logo
in kelly green on white front with
matching green bill and mesh. One
size fits all-54.95.

F. Suntamer snap-back visor with
green bill and NPCA green logo on
white front-54.95.

G. Historic Bass Harbor Light note-
cards and envelopes, 15 ea. per
box-§7.50.

H. Metal litho full-color pins (9 dif-
ferent parks emblems & NPCA
emblem), All 10-57.50.

I. NPCA lapel pin, green and gold
enamel- $3.50.
J. NPCA decal-.50 each.

K. NPCA patch, green and gold
embroidered-5$2.00.

Order all merchandise with money-
back guarantee of satisfaction.

National Parks and Conservation Association Member Services 3/86
1701 Eighteenth Street, N.W,, Washington, D.C. 20009

Please send me the quantities I have specified of NPCA products and publications listed below.
I understand that all prices include postage and handling.

Cat. Quant. Product Price

No. Ordered Name of Product Description Size Each Total

A Polo Shirt Green w/white emblem| $16.95

Al Polo Shirt White w/green emblemy $16.95

B T-Shirt White w/green emble: $ 595

B-1 T-Shirt Green w/white emblem $ 5.95

C National Parks Poster Full color 24"x36" | S 495

D NPCA Coffee Mug Green/tan 11 o0z S 5.50

E NPCA Cap Baseball style Universal | § 4.95

F NPCA Visor Suntamer Universal | S 4.95

G Boxed Stationery 15 notes & envs. $ 7.50

H Nat Parks Pins (1 NPCA) Sets of 10 $ 7.50

| NPCA Lapel Pin Green & gold emblem $ 3.50

J NPCA Decal s .50

K NPCA Patch Embroidered S 2.00
Name TOTAL ORDER
Address O Ienclose $
City. State Zip D.C. residents add

6% sales tax.



Members
____comer___

Whitewater Rafting Trip
Kick off the 1986 summer season by
joining NPCA on its 7th annual
whitewater rafting trip down West
Virginia’s thrilling New River. Come
spend an adventurous and exhilarat-
ing Friday of Memorial Day week-
end shooting the rapids with NPCA.
Space is limited, so sign up now to
assure your spot in May. (See ad on
page 41.)

Travel Calendar

In conjunction with Questers Tours
and Travel, NPCA offers to mem-
bers and friends four exciting and
breathtaking guided tours during
1986. This year’s travel program of -
fers a look at spectacular parks in
Panama, Costa Rica, Norway, Ecua-
dor, the Galapagos Islands, and the
Everglades. The first trip will be to
Panama and Costa Rica. Both these
countries have wonderful birding

areas and are recognized for their
outstanding efforts in conservation.
(March 17-30)

Explore the cultural and natural
splendor of the Central Valley of Ec-
uador, which is rimmed by 30 volca-
noes. On this trip you’ll see the co-
lonial architecture of Quito, and
visit the Indian market at Otavalo.
Also, enjoy a day’s trip to Cotopaxi
National Park.

After a week in Ecuador, the
group will fly to the Galapagos Is-
lands. Here observe some of the
most fascinating and astounding
wildlife. Many of the species you
will see are found only on the Ga-
lapagos Islands. This is an extraordi-
nary opportunity to get close to seals
and sea turtles and various other
wildlife. (July 20-August 5)

Our trip to Norway provides a
completely different kind of experi-
ence. Norway'’s terrain is rugged and
varied. This trip emphasizes Nor-
way’s natural history: study the
treeless mountain heaths, moorland,
and the tundra of the North with its
cover of mosses.

Stops will be made in the taiga, a
vast belt of conifer forest, as well as
in the forests that form the treeline
on Norway’s mountain ranges. (June
15-July 5)

The final tour of 1986 will be to
our own Florida Everglades. Join us
as we tour the Dry Tortugas, Sani-
bel, and America’s only subtropical
wilderness. (November 6-16)

For more information, see our ad
below or contact NPCA Trips, 1701
18th St., NW, Washington, D.C.
20009. (202) 265-2717.

List Exchange
Several times a year, NPCA ex-
changes membership lists with other
conservation organizations whose
programs and goals may interest
you. These exchanges provide
NPCA with an opportunity to in-
crease membership and, therefore,
our effectiveness.

If you would prefer not to have
your name included in the list ex-
change, please write to us: NPCA
Membership Dept., 1701 18th Street,
NW, Washington, D.C. 20009.

Explore the World with NPCA

The 1986 NPCA & Questers
Joint Travel Program

The objective of the NPCA Travel
Program has been to offer mem-
bers and friends the opportunity to
observe first-hand the natural his-
tory and beauty of our national
parks. For 1986, we have broad-
ened the program to include areas
outside the United States. You will
be accompanied by an interpretive
naturalist from Questers, Amer-
ica’s leading operator of nature
tours. One fee covers all costs,
including first class accommoda-
tions and all meals. The groups are
small. Please join us.

Panama & Costa Rica

March 17-30, 1986

Diverse tropical habitats, volcanos,
parks, the Canal & San Blas Islands.
Norway

June 15-July 5, 1986

The forests, fjords, national parks,
bird cliffs, reindeer & wildflowers.
Ecuador & the Galapagos

July 20-August 5, 1986

The Andes, national parks, mar-
kets, & an unforgettable Galapagos
cruise.

The Everglades

November 6-16, 1986

The only subtropical wilderness in
America + Dry Tortugas & Sanibel.

For complete information and an
official Tour Registration Form,
call or write:

National Parks and Conservation
Association

Public Affairs Office

1701 18th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20009

(202) 265-2717
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Ron Sanford

by Marjorie Corbett

Award-winning photographer Ron
Sanford has all the angles on birds
and buffalos. Not content with
photographing wildlife from the
ground, he has taken to hanging off
helicopters and out of planes to get
his shots.

What's it like to do aerial photogra-
phy, and what kinds of aircraft do you
use?

I use old, fixed-wing planes and he-

licopters. I need slow planes, that are

unpressurized so I can take the win-
dows out or open the door to get a
clear shot. And, I have to be able to
communicate well with the pilot.

How do you anticipate your shot?
Anticipation is everything in aerial
photography—gauging the angle of
the sun, time of day, and the angle
of approach. You try to catch every-
thing the first time.

In a plane, I shoot at a very fast
speed to allow for camera shake.
Since I use Kodachrome 64, I shoot
wide open. One of my favorite
lenses for aerial photography is a
180mm with an aperture of f2.8, be-
cause I can shoot at 1/1000 or 1/
2000 of a second. Focus is not criti-
cal, because I use long lenses.

Tell me about your most recent aerial
assignment.

I was photographing bighorn sheep
in the California desert from a heli-
copter. It was great because they
strapped me in, and I was able to
hang out of the ’copter, standing on
the skid. I had a radio headset to
communicate with the pilot, who
knew his stuff. He put me right
where I wanted to be.

\ How do you handle your camera while
you re hanging off the skids?

I've usually got two Nikons with
motor drives. I use an F-3 and an FE-
2. Each is loaded with Kodachrome.
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“With wildlife, there’s
no such thing as flying
over your target twice.

Animals get scared off.”

When I'm over the target, | hammer
away, using the motor drive, be-
cause I've got just seconds to get a
shot.

This must be especially tricky with
wildlife.

With wildlife you become an oppor-
tunist. There is no such thing as go-
ing over your target twice. Animals
get scared off, and I don’t like to
overwhelm wildlife with a chase;
the animal becomes desperate, and |
don’t want my photographs to show
traumatized animals.

You have photographed from the
ground also. How do you get your best
shots?

I've logged a lot of footsteps in the
mountains. It doesn’t do any good to
chase wildlife; they can outrun you,
outsmell you, and outhear you.

I use a 180mm lens almost exclu-
sively, so I've got to get close. Up
close is where it all happens. A few
years ago, I gave up hunting and,
ever since then, animals have made
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themselves available to me in a way
they never did before. I think they
can sense your attitude.

You ‘ve worked with Ansel Adams.
How has that affected your work?
Black-and-white photography has
two distinct steps—field work and
darkroom work. You can create a
special feeling by manipulating the
negative in the darkroom. That’s
what Ansel Adams did, he created
his own vision of a scene by his art-
istry in the darkroom. He didn’t live
within the limits imposed by film
manufacturers or camera designers.

I work in color photography. I am
particularly interested in how Koda-
chrome can be manipulated in the
darkroom.

What is your secret?

There is no secret to photography.
Everyone has access to the same
equipment and chemicals. I just use
them differently to compensate for
the difference between what my eye
sees and what the film can capture.

For example, if a slide has a good
exposure for the sky, but the fore-
ground is dark, I can reshoot the
slide using a dichroic light source [a
color filtering device with yellow,
cyan, and magenta filters], a 1:1
macro lens, a bellows, and a Minolta
camera with 5071 Kodak duping
film. I can dodge and burn, just like
in a black-and-white darkroom.

I use Kodak Wratten neutral den-
sity filters to bring out the highlights
in underexposed areas. To build
contrast, I use a different kind of
film—PKM 25 Kodachrome.

You seem to have developed your own
philosophy about photography.

I was greatly influenced by Ansel
Adams. Like him, I don’t believe in
the limitations of the film or the
camera. [ want to tell my story. A
camera is just a tool; and technical
skills are basic. But that is not what
it is all about. I believe if we can get
beyond the f-stops and shutter
speeds, the camera can become an
extension of ourselves. And, that is
what is important.

' Marjorie Corbett is a regular contribu-

tor fo National Parks.
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Mountain Lion; photo by Ron Sanford
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_NPCA Report_

Montana Authorizes Hunt
Of Yellowstone Bison

Good fences don’t necessarily make
good neighbors in Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, where a controversy is
raging over how to contain park bi-
son that roam beyond their usual
winter range onto private lands.

Ranchers say the bison are endan-
gering their cattle—and livestock is
Montana’s bread and butter. At
stake on the other side: the last re-
maining wild bison herd in the
nation.

Under pressure from nearby
ranchers and sportsmen, the state
legislature authorized the first legal
bison hunt in a quarter of a century.
What ranchers fear is a cattle dis-
ease—brucellosis—that causes cows
to abort their calves. It is estimated
that as many as half of the 2,000 bi-
son in the herd are carriers, although
they are naturally immune.

Many wildlife experts see bru-
cellosis as a threat only in theory. At
recent congressional hearings on the
Yellowstone ecosystem, NPCA Pres-
ident Paul Pritchard agreed with
them, saying that “there is no medi-
cal evidence documenting the trans-
mittal of the disease to cattle. Much
of the furor over bison,” he said, “is
based on a fear that, in reality, may
not even be a problem.”

Among the professionals who beg
to differ is Owen James, assistant
veterinarian at Montana’s Depart-
ment of Livestock. “It depends on
how much proof you need,” he said.
“We haven’t had a controlled ex-
periment in a laboratory, but we've
seen clean cattle infected as the two
animals mingle.”

Last year, state game wardens
shot and killed several dozen bison
that crossed park boundaries. Local
hunters protested, however, saying
that they should have a share in the

open season.

Steven Whitney, NPCA’s natural
resources coordinator, calls this more
of a “protein harvest” than a sport.

that herd members wander outside park boundaries where hunters await them.
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“The bison just stand there. Hunters
drive up in jeeps, blast away, then
go home and fill up two freezers.”

Before the hunt ends June 30, the
Montana Department of Fish, Wild-
life, and Parks will have given the
green light to a few dozen hunters
selected from thousands of appli-
cants. Many state officials as well as
the nonprofit Fund for Animals,
which has brought suit to halt the
hunt, insist that there is a more be-
nign solution: fences. Others say
fences are not practical, given the
rugged terrain.

To manage the herd, the National
Park Service is required to rely on
natural processes: bison have low
reproduction rates and many of the
animals fail to survive the hard
Montana winters. Because of recent
mild winters, however, the herd
seems to be growing faster than ex-
pected; and the NPS is now study-
ing other ways of containing its size
and movement.

Arson Destroys Buildings
At Cape Lookout Seashore

It has been two decades since the
federal government designated
Shackleford Banks Island on North
Carolina’s lower Outer Banks as part
of Cape Lookout National Seashore.

Finally, last June, the government
purchased the last of the property on
the eight-mile-long barrier island.
On New Year’s Day Shackleford
Banks officially became part of the
seashore. That same day, the visitor
center was destroyed by fire.

Back in June, National Park Ser-
vice (NPS) personnel put the word
out: occupants of 65 fishing shanties
on the island had until midnight,
December 31, to remove their per-
sonal property. Most of those occu-
pants were, in fact, squatters, with
no deed to the land.

NPS staff knew the reaction
would be heated. They just underes-
timated /ow heated.

Before the new year dawned,
many of the shanties, together with
the Cape Lookout Visitor Center on
nearby Harkers Island, were burned
to the ground. The estimated
$300,000 worth of damages to the
visitor center included the loss of
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tional Seashore. That same day, angry former residents and squatters set ablaze the visitor center, destroying wildlife research.

hundreds of books and irreplaceable
data from wildlife research.

It is not hard to imagine how one
could grow attached to the island.
Shackleford Banks features the pris-
tine beaches, dunes, and salt
marshes that characterize the other
barrier islands in the 55-mile chain.
The NPS plans to manage the island
as a wilderness area, in keeping with
the public’s wishes. The few resi-
dents with deeds to their land have
been duly compensated; the agency
has paid out $8 million and allowed
some to lease the land for the re-
mainder of their lives. But the over-
whelming majority of vacation resi-
dents had no legal claim.

Of late, Shackleford has been a
“hotbed of animosity,” says Chuck
Harris, Cape Lookout’s chief of park
operations. But “the people who had
these camps definitely knew their
rights or lack thereof,” says seashore
Superintendent Preston Riddel.

He points out that public hearings
on the issue were held as long ago as
1978. And residents had six months
after the government officially ac-
quired the land “to decide what they
wanted to do.”

Local conservation groups, to-
gether with the state and the FBI,
have put a price on the arsonists’
heads, the state alone setting a re-
ward of $10,000.

“Business is bound to suffer as a
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result of the fires,” says Harris. Nev-
ertheless, the NPS intends to rebuild
the visitor center. It also plans to in-
stall a new ferry dock, bringing to
four the number of ferries carrying
visitors to Cape Lookout’s islands.

Congress Earmarks Money
To Pave, Gravel Burr Trail

In the 1986 funds Congress appro-
priated for the national parks, it in-
cluded $8.1 million to gravel and
partially pave the Burr Trail, part of
which runs through Capitol Reef
National Park and Glen Canyon Na-
tional Recreation Area. The move is
unusual, however, because Congress
also stipulated that it must pass au-
thorizing legislation before this
money can be spent.

During consideration of this issue
in the Senate-House conference
committee, representatives Sidney
Yates (D-Ill.) and Les AuCoin (D-
Ore.) worked to ensure that paving
the Burr Trail would not be a fore-
gone conclusion. The efforts of
Yates, who is chairman of the House
Interior Appropriations Subcommit-
tee, and AuCoin were the major fac-
tor in keeping the debate open.

What this means is that the de-
bate concerning Burr Trail is far
from over. It simply shifts the de-
bate from the appropriations com-
mittees to authorizing committees.

In the appropriations conference
committee, Utah Senator Jake Garn
(R) sought the money for paving ap-
proximately 12 miles of the 66-mile-
long dirt road and for graveling the
remainder. But authorizing legisla-
tion could be different.

NPCA President Paul Pritchard
said, “Spending federal money on a
project that is environmentally de-
structive, unneeded, and costly is in
direct conflict with the thrust of
Gramm-Rudman, which both Utah
senators say that they strongly
support.”

National Park Service Director
William Penn Mott, Jr., has pro-
posed putting the Burr Trail under
NPS management and constructing
an interpretive visitor center at one
end of the trail.

Although NPCA supports NPS
jurisdiction for the road, the associa-
tion believes that paving is unnec-
essary and would threaten fragile
desert landscapes, all of which have
wilderness characteristics. Pavement
and gravel would also mar the ex-
perience of traveling a rural, scenic
roadway that is more in keeping
with the integrity of the surrounding
wild lands.

For more information on the Burr
Trail controversy, write Terri Mar-
tin, NPCA Rocky Mountain Re-
gional Office, PO. Box 1563, Salt
Lake City, Utah 84110-1563.
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Barge Gouges Out Wetlands
At Jean Lafitte Park

The oil industry is important in
Louisiana; just how important was
discovered by National Park Service
officials at Jean Lafitte National His-
torical Park.

Prairie Oil Company had received
a permit from the State Coastal
Management Division to move a
drill-rig barge through Bayou Boeuf,
at Jean Lafitte’s Barataria Unit. On
September 26, tugboats shoved the
50-foot-wide barge through the 30-
| foot-wide channel, scouring out a
section of bayou, destroying wildlife
habitat, and threatening the hydrol-
ogy of the Barataria.

By shearing off the sides of the
bayou, the barge stirred into suspen-
sion 14,000 cubic yards of soil. This
wreckage is causing the surrounding
wetlands to drain faster and deeper
at low tide and to flood more precip-
itously at high tide. The hydrologi-
cal changes will alter the vegeta-
tion—grasses could give way to

shrubs—which will, in turn, affect
the area’s wildlife.

The Barataria and other wetlands
act as nurseries to an incredible
wealth of sea life: fishes, oysters,
shrimp, and the plants and small or-
ganisms on which they feed. This
marine life and the Louisiana fishing
industry is being squeezed on all
sides by development.

“The Barataria estuary has been
hacked up by the oil industry,” says
Jean Lafitte Superintendent James
Isenogle.

Oil exploration—drilling and
dredging—is causing an influx of
saltwater from the south; and the
spreading New Orleans megalopolis
is dumping pollution into wetlands
from the north. As one result, the
band of oyster beds is becoming
narrower and narrower.

The State Coastal Management
Division, which manages wetlands
waterways—even those within the
park—had issued a permit to Prairie
QOil, allowing the company to move
their drill-rig barge to another site

2 '-t -

A massive drill-rig barge forces its way through a much smaller bayou, endanger-

ing wetlands and wildlife in Jean Lafitte National Historical Park.

36

National Park Service

along Bayou Boeuf. After the wreck,
the state agency asked the oil com-
pany to assess the damage it had
caused and recommend mitigation
measures.

Isenogle said that asking the per-
petrator to assess the damage was
... ridiculous. What the company
is looking for is a quick fix. They
want the NPS to maintain mitiga-
tion structures and monitor their ef-
fectiveness. That’s not the obliga-
tion of the American taxpayer.”

Isenogle called the recently com-
pleted assessment “inadequate,” but
said that “at least it was not a
whitewash.”

The assessment takes into account
the effects of saltwater intrusion,
pollution, and erosion in these wet-
lands as a result of the incident. It
does not, however, address the over-
all hydrological health of the af-
fected wetlands.

On January 7, the Delta Region
Preservation Commission, the park’s
advisory council, held a meeting on
this problem. To avoid similar inci-
dents, the commission resolved that
Louisiana should donate all state-
owned water bottoms in Jean Lafitte
National Historical Park to the park.
The commission also recommended
that the Coastal Management Divi-
sion cede its authority within the
park’s boundaries to the National
Park Service.

In addition, the Delta Region
Commission asked the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisher-
ies to complete an independent as-
sessment of the damage. This as-
sessment, which will be reviewed by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and state agencies, is due out before
spring.

The Mississippi River is no longer
allowed to overflow its banks; so its
silty waters can no longer rebuild
wetlands. “We lose 40 square miles
of wetlands in Louisiana each year,”
says Isenogle.

The state cannot afford misad-
ventures like the one that occurred
on Bayou Boeuf. And NPCA be-
lieves the National Park Service
should have the authority to man-
age and protect all resources within
the boundaries of Jean Lafitte Na-
tional Historical Park.
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22 “Man in Space”
Landmarks Designated. On
January 8, Interior Secretary Donald Hodel

designated 22 national historic landmarks “represent-
ing the early years of the American space program.” A
few years ago, the NPS initiated a study of 350 sites
relating to aspects of our space program: the effort to
land a person on the moon, planetary exploration, the
role of satellites, among others. The successes and trage-
dies of America’s space program are part of our effort to
expand the frontiers of knowledge; it is the role of the
NPS to protect these places as part of our heritage.

®

River Conference in April. The eleventh National Con-
ference on Rivers will take place in Washington, D.C,,
and will focus on hydropower. Hydropower can be a
cheap, clean source of energy if the river and its wildlife
resources are treated with care. Some hydropower
projects, however, are built only with profit from power
sales in mind. The April 4-6 conference, sponsored by the

American Rivers Conservation Council, will look at the
issues. For more information, contact ARCC, 322 4th St.
NE, Washington, D.C. 20002; (202) 547-6900.

°

Rails to Trails—a Recreation Network. NPCA and other
groups are supporting a new agenda: securing America’s
many abandoned railroad rights-of-way and converting
these undeveloped strips to hiking and biking trails. Rail
use has declined: 5,151 railroad miles were abandoned in
1982 alone. The demand for recreation areas is high and
the supply is low, especially near urban areas, which are
bisected by many abandoned rail lines. Ultimately, the
new Rails-to-Trails Conservancy sees a transcontinental
trail network.

°
Donations Secure Rocky Mountain Inholding. Since
1983, the Rocky Mountain Nature Association has been
collecting dimes and dollars to acquire the Jennings tract,
a 39-acre inholding that lies in Rocky Mountain National
Park’s Kawuneeche Valley. The nonprofit, cooperating
association put donation boxes up near park visitor cen-
ters, and was able to come up with the $87,000 necessary
to buy the inholding for the park.

New Mexico Badlands
Proposed for Park System

Representative Bill Richardson (D-
N.M.) introduced legislation at the
beginning of the new year to make
El Malpai, in northwest New Mex-
ico, a national monument. El
Malpai, which means “the Bad-
lands,” is a dramatic landscape of
lava flows, cinder cones, and sand-
stone escarpments that has been
proposed as a park area several times
during the past 50 years.

Richardson’s bill (H.R. 3684) in-
cludes 351,000 acres, of which
193,000 would be designated wilder-
ness. The main problem with the
bill, as NPCA sees it, is that the area
would be managed by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM).

The association believes that if El
Malpai is designated a national
monument—a park system designa-
tion—the NPS should manage it. If
the BLM manages El Malpai, the bill
should include strong protective lan-
guage so the BLM will have the leg-
islative muscle to protect it, and the
area should be named with a non-
NPS designation.

Volcanic activity took place at El
Malpai between 3,000 and 10,000
years ago, creating lava tunnels that
have been described as “wider than
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New York subways.” Russ Butcher,
NPCA'’s Southwest/California rep-
resentative, says the wildflowers
that seasonally dot the black lava
surface “look like some strange, ori-
ental garden because of the color
contrasts and asymmetrical shapes.”
When Richardson introduced the
El Malpai bill, he also introduced an
important complementary bill (H.R.
3685), which would cede manage-
ment of the 33 Chacoan outliers to
the NPS. These outlying pueblos,
which were an integral part of the
Anasazi Indians’ Chaco Canyon cul-
ture, are now managed by a bureau-
cratic tangle of the NPS, the BLM,
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
The bill would simplify manage-
ment and protection of these rich
cultural sites. NPCA will support
this bill at upcoming House Parks
Subcommittee hearings in Santa Fe.

NPCA Forms Chapter

In the Empire State
NPCA launched a New York chap-
ter in November, marking the orga-
nization’s first chapter and the first
time NPCA has formally involved
itself in state park issues.

For its part, the Empire State has
racked up its own firsts. As NPCA

President Paul Pritchard pointed out
at the fledgling chapter’s November
forum in Saratoga Springs, the state
is a leader in the park movement.

To New York’s credit is the cre-
ation of the nation’s first state park
at Niagara Falls; both the first state
park system and the first statewide
system of urban cultural parks; and
the first greenline park, the Adiron-
dacks.

Under the chapter’s purview will
be state and municipal parks as well
as national parks. An overriding leg-
islative concern, according to Laura
Loomis, who oversees NPCA's
grassroots programs, will be ade-
quate funding and staffing for the
national and state park areas in New
York. Its 17 national park areas in-
clude Fire Island, Saratoga, Sagamore
Hill, Gateway, Women’s Rights, and
the Statue of Liberty.

Among the many other goals
agreed upon at the autumn confer-
ence: increased public access to
developing waterfronts; environ-
mental bond act funds for acquiring
waterfront areas, and statewide poli-
cies to guide their management and
use; statewide policies to acquire
land for urban parks; and a list of
sites available for purchase as open
space.
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Clear Cutting Destroying
World-class Wilderness

South Moresby is one of North
America’s most valuable and fecund
wilderness areas; and it is in danger
of being forever scarred by clear-cut
logging. This past December, the
British Columbia provincial govern-
ment lifted a temporary moratorium
on development that had been pro-
tecting South Moresby from further
devastation.

The South Moresby group of is-
lands is part of the Queen Charlotte
Archipelago, which lies 40 miles
south of the Alaska panhandle and
80 miles west of the British Colum-
bia coast. Besides its wealth of out-
standing marine and terrestrial life,
South Moresby is also the ancestral
home of one of North America’s
oldest civilizations, the Haida
Indians.

In fact, the island group has been
identified as the only area in North
America that combines the kinds of

natural and cultural resources that
would make it a U.N. World Heri-
tage Site in either respect.

Canada’s federal government rec-
ognizes that South Moresby de-
serves and requires immediate pro-
tection from logging, mineral
exploration, and offshore oil ex-
ploration. The British Columbia pro-
vincial government controls deci-
sion-making over environmental
matters within its boundaries, how-
ever, and the province was under
pressure to lift the moratorium on
development.

British Columbia has a reputation
for responding more energetically to
economic threats than to appeals for
environmental quality. And envi-
ronmentalists say the timber indus-
try has a strong hold on B.C. gov-
ernment policy.

At the forefront of the battle to
save South Moresby as wilderness
are the Haida Indians whose lineage
in the area dates back more than
8,000 years. The Haida have an ab-

An aerial view of South Moresby’s Lyell Island, off Canada’s west coast, docu-
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ments clear-cutting scars in one of North America’s finest natural areas.
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original land claim over the entire
Queen Charlotte Archipelago that
the Canadian government is willing
to renegotiate, but the British Co-
lumbia government refuses to recog-
nize.

In order to stop Western Forest
Products of Vancouver, which has
begun logging South Moresby’s Ly-
ell Island, the Haida have set up hu-
man blockades on the company’s
logging road. As of December 6, 70
Haida people had been arrested and
placed in local jails. A spokesperson
for the Haida announced that they
will continue to block the road until
the logging stops or until all 2,000 of
their people are behind bars.

Responding to recent communica-
tions with the Island Protection So-
ciety, a coalition of Canadian envi-
ronmentalists, NPCA recently
organized an international coalition
to protect South Moresby. Repre-
sentatives from NPCA, the Sierra
Club, Audubon, and other conserva-
tion groups met with Alan Gottlieb,
Canada’s ambassador to the United
States, to discuss the situation.

NPCA President Paul Pritchard,
who is spokesperson for the coali-
tion, said, “We find it ironic and
contradictory that the B.C. govern-
ment encourages tourism by de-
scribing the province as ‘supernatu-
ral” at the same time it is creating a
wasteland at South Moresby and all
over the province by allowing clear
cutting.”

Clear cutting at South Moresby
would destroy habitat of the world’s
largest species of black bear. The is-
lands also have the highest density
of nesting bald eagles in Canada and
the world’s highest concentration of
Peale’s peregrine falcons.

The largest sea lion rookery along
the Pacific coast exists there. And
eleven species of whales as well as
some of the richest salmon grounds
in the world can be found in the wa-
ters around the islands.

Some of the world’s largest red
cedar, sitka spruce, yellow cypress,
and western hemlock trees are
found on the islands—a temptation
for timber companies—along with
the world’s largest number of totem
poles in their original location.

—Caroline Hale, NPCA intern
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Recreation Commission
Holds First Hearings

A recent public hearing for the Pres-
ident’s Commission on Americans
Outdoors (PCAQO) drew more than
50 witnesses from federal, state, and
local agencies as well as from
recreation and conservation orga-
nizations. Witnesses at the January
hearing, which was held in San
Francisco, discussed topics ranging
from the pros and cons of user fees
on federal lands to the importance
of the Land and Water Conservation
Fund.

River runners said that more river
protections were needed throughout
the Wild and Scenic Rivers System.
And off-road vehicle users said they
would like greater access to public
lands, including wilderness.

Amy Meyer, the NPCA National
Park Action Project representative
for Golden Gate National Recreation
Area (GGNRA), testified on the
need to protect park boundaries
from encroachment. Meyer, who is
also the cochairperson of the

INCILSMC? [ 1.7,
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GGNRA advisory committee,
pointed out that this urban national
park area is being threatened by
three proposals: a Veterans Admin-
istration parking lot, a Coast Guard
station, and construction on the ad-
jacent Army base.

In December, PCAO met in Aus-
tin, Texas, to work out an agenda for
the coming months. Activities in-
clude taking a national public-opin-
ion poll and researching case studies
of innovative recreation facilities
and programs.

The commission will hold public
hearings in Indianapolis (March 6),
Reno (March 23), Boston (April 3),
Atlanta (April 23), and Denver (May
14). Additional hearings are sched-
uled for late May and early June.

NPCA publishes a free monthly
newsletter updating the work of the
commission. If you would like to re-
ceive the newsletter or are interested
in testifying at any of the upcoming
public hearings, write Kathy Sferra,
PCAQ Coordinator, NPCA, 1701
18th St. NW, Washington, D.C.
20009.
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for years of rugged use.

[J Much more stable than a
canoe or kayak.

O Perfect for cruising, fishing, ~\
and family fun. \ K
Folding, Rigid and Kit Boats
Prices from $359 Y
We also stock boats by
OLD TOWN. MERRIMACK
AND AQUATERRA
FACTORY DIRECT PRICES
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
Folbot. Inc

PO Box 70877
Charleston. SC 29405-0877

\

CALLTOLLFREE 24 HOURS A DAY

800-533-5099

(In SC.. Alaska. and Hawaii, call: 1-803-744-3483)

B ety V) N .
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almost nonstop.”

National Parks

“A work of original and painstaking scholarship,
very well written and carefully documented. I read it

Joseph Sax, author of
Mountains Without Handrails
Reflections on the National Parks

Yellowstone

— A Wilderness Besieged —

a new book by Richard A. Bartlett
464 pages, illustrated, $24.95

“A stunning, provocative look at the life and times of the
Yellowstone visitor, manager, and concessionaire. .
is clear and away the best manuscript ever written about
Yellowstone National Park.’

University of Arizona Press

This

Alfred Runte, author of
The American Experience

NAME

To order, send $24.95 + $1.00 postage & handling to:

National Parks & Conservation Association
1701 Eighteenth Street NW, Washington, DC 20009

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE
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RED
ROCK
RANCH

Jackson Hole, WY

Plan a family vacation
in the picturesque
Bridger-Teton National
Forest at the beautiful
Red Rock Ranch

B Riding
m Hiking
B Fishing
B Relaxation

For brochure or
additional information
call or write

Mr. Ken Neal

P.O. Box 38
Kelly, Wyoming 83011

307-733-2225
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Grand Canyon Road:
Arizona’s First Parkway

Arizona has gained its first official
state parkway, 40 miles of State
Route 67, which stretches through
Kaibab National Forest and Grand
Canyon National Park. In the pro-
cess, the state set an example of how
environmentally concerned citizens
can play a key role in guiding and
negotiating highway improvements,
even with traditional adversaries
such as highway planners and engi-
neers.

Kaibab Plateau North Rim Park-
way, as the road is now called, is
among the most scenic in the West.
It runs for miles through national
forests of ponderosa pine, white fir,
and aspen, and for half its route
through verdant meadowlands.

Built in 1938, two-thirds of the
parkway is now slated for upgrading
and reconstruction. The segment
passing through the park was up-
graded several years ago. But the re-
maining portion, which extends
from Jacob Lake Junction southward
to the northern boundary of the na-
tional park, is badly in need of re-
pair.

NPCA led the push for parkway
status. “We felt parkway designa-
tion would enhance chances of
maintaining the road’s highly sensi-
tive scenic quality,” says Russ

Butcher, NPCA’s Southwest/Cali-
fornia representative.

While state parkway designation
carries no regulatory teeth, it is
taken seriously by highway engi-
neers, timber firms, and others. And
the roadway’s environmentally sen-
sitive status may affect Forest Ser-
vice decisions regarding adjacent
lands.

“It means ‘this is something spe-
cial—don’t mess around with it,” " as
Butcher puts it.

Butcher continues to head a 12-
member citizens steering committee
that was involved in the Federal
Highway Administration’s (FHWA)
environmental impact statement.
The group has been invited to stay
on and monitor the design and con-
struction.

Committee members range from
state and federal officials and repre-
sentatives of environmental orga-
nizations to the owners of a nearby
inn and a local timber firm.

“The committee has been able to
resolve problems that could have
held up the work for years,” says
Robert Arensdorf, an environmental
planning engineer for FHWA.

The advisory process has worked
so well that the FHWA has orga-
nized a similar task force for the re-
construction of Mt. Lemmon Road
in the Santa Catalina Mountains,
just north of Tucson.

Bright Angel Point, on the north rim of the Grand Canyon, lies along the route of

Arizona’s newly designated Kaibab Plateau North Rim Parkway.

NPCA

NATIONAL PARKS

MARCH/APRIL 1986



Reagan’s Acid Rain Report
Stops Short of Solution

The alarming environmental toll of
acid rain and a recommended $5-bil-
lion program to combat the bur-

| geoning problem were the subjects

| of areport submitted to President
Reagan and Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Brian Mulroney in early January.
The report grew out of the Quebec
City summit that took place last
March.

This report represents the first
time the Reagan Administration has
admitted that acid rain is a culprit in
destroying environmental quality. In
| response, NPCA said it was “woe-
| fully disappointed” that, after a year
of effort, the representatives of the
two leaders did not come up with
any specific goals or any real solu-
tion to the acid rain problem.

NPCA further believes that the
crucial goal is to reduce the emis-
sions that cause acid rain, rather
| than develop new technologies per
| se. Scientists agree that a 12-million-
ton reduction in pollutants is imper-
ative if we are to halt acid rain.

The leaders’ report, a somber
warning on the devastating effects
of sulphur dioxide emissions on
| lakes, streams, and forests, was pre-
| pared by “special envoys” ap-
pointed personally by the two poli-
ticians. Former U.S. Transportation
Secretary Drew Lewis, now head of
| Warner-Amex Cable Television,
| presented the report to the Presi-

dent. Former Ontario Premier Wil-
| liam Davis was his country’s repre-
sentative.

Canada has set in motion its own
acid rain program, but holds the
| United States responsible for the li-
| on’s share of the problem. Reagan,
however, has balked at acid rain
remedies in the past, and shows no
inclination to follow the course of
treatment that Lewis and Davis pre-
| scribe: a five-year program in which
the U.S. government and industry
jointly fund the $5-billion program
to explore cleaner ways of burning
coal in factories and power plants.

NPCA agrees that new technolo-
| gies must be developed, but reit-
erates that reducing pollutants is the
| primary target.
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Scott Ray

NPCA’S SEVENTH ANNUAL WHITEWATER TRIP
FRIDAY MAY 23

Spend a day rafting in West Virginia’s New River Gorge—one of
our newest national parks and one of the most popular stretches of
whitewater on the East Coast. The complete one-day package costs
only $69.52 plus tax per person. Price includes lunch and camping
the night before. And all proceeds from the trip will be donated to
NPCA. For brochures and reservations, write NPCA Raft Trip,
Wildwater Expeditions Unlimited, PO. Box 55, Thurmond, West
Virginia 25963.

(

Enjoy America’s Park Areas With

The Story Bebind
the Scenery

Lavish full color books in the large 9x12” format,
feature America’s greatest scenic photographers and
finest interpretive text.

SEQUOIA-KINGS CANYON ZION GRAND CANYON
BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY ACADIA DEATH VALLEY
HAWAII VOLCANOES YOSEMITE YELLOWSTONE
MOUNT RAINIER EVERGLADES GRAND TETON
BRYCE CANYON GETTYSBURG CRATER LAKE

Order From: KC Publications $4 50
ONLY EACH
P.O. Box 14883N, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 Plus $1.00 Postage
Brochure Mailed With Order per order




A gripping, 2 hour aerial adventure
you'll never forget.

Five years in the making, this life-like videotape
takes you on the most thrilling panoramic flight
ever recorded of the Grand Canyon. You'll shoot
the rapids and soar through narrow gorges to
breath-taking music. A must for every VCR -
brary. Available in VHS or Beta —
Hi-Fi Stereo — $52.19
Critically Acclaimed
Send check or money order to:
der 10° FREE
Norman Beerger Productions DETAILS
3217 S. Arville Street - MM
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102 702-876-2328

Postage and handling included along with Grand
Canyon map and route of /I:?hl and geological
data. Dealer inquiries invite

[ Agency Press

[J Alaska Discovery

[J Alpine Adventure Trails Tours

[J Norman Beerger Productions

Deva Natural Clothes

Flamingo Lodge Marina &
Outpost Resort

Folbot, Inc.

Henderson Camp Products

Koksetna Wilderness Lodge

Moki Mac River Expeditions

Northland Press

Outdoor Alaska

Questers Worldwide
Nature Tours

1 0

000

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Mail to: National Parks Advertising Office
10 Beech Street
Berea, Ohio 44017
Mar/Apr 1986
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Congress Passes 1986 Funds
For National Park Service
In the closing days of 1985, Congress

finally passed the Fiscal Year (FY)
1986 Department of Interior budget,
which includes the National Park
Service budget. In a year of general
belt-tightening, funding for the Na-
tional Park Service budget was fairly
generous.

The Administration had recom-
mended a 33 percent cut in the NPS
budget, but Congress refused to go
along with the vast majority of the
proposed cuts.

For example, Congress added $23
million to the Administration’s re-
quest of $213 million for mainte-
nance, which includes national park
visitor centers and other facilities
and campgrounds. It more than dou-
bled the Administration’s $50-mil-
lion request for building visitor fa-
cilities, rehabilitating historic
structures, and other construction.

The NPS will get $100 million for
park roads, many of which are de-

teriorating. The money comes from
a special account in the Highway
Trust Fund.

Congress also added $1 million so
that nine more national parks could
have air-quality monitors. At
present, air monitors exist at ap-
proximately 30 parks that have
Class I air (that is, parks with the
most pristine air).

National parks that already have
air-quality monitors include Ever-
glades, Shenandoah, Canyonlands,
Rocky Mountain, Mesa Verde, and
Mount Rainier national parks,
among others.

The Administration had recom-
mended only $10 million for Na-
tional Park Service land acquisition.
Congress, however, appropriated
$48 million to acquire unpurchased
parklands at Santa Monica Moun-
tains, the Appalachian Trail, Sleep-
ing Bear Dunes, and other park sys-
tem areas. In addition, Congress
appropriated $22 million for NPS
land acquisition in the FY 1985 sup-
plemental appropriations bill.

WE’RE LOSING.

100 days a year, you can’t see across the Grand Canyon.
That’s how bad the air pollution has become. If this
information shocks you — if you'd like to help fight
the mounting threat to our 334 national parks —

write for membership information to:

National Parks and
Conservation Association
Box 1000, Harper's Ferry,
West Virginia 25425
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__Classifieds

90¢ per word—minimum $15.00. Send copy with check
to Classified Advertising Manager, National Parks, 10
Beech Street, Berea, OH 44017, or call 216/243 8250.

|

LOS PINOS RANCH. Cowles New Mexico, near Santa
Fe, Pecos Wilderness. Accommodates 16 in relaxed at-
mosphere. June to October. No poisonous snakes, scor-
pions, mosquitoes. Magnificent riding, trips, trout, ex-
cellent food. Address: 13 Craig Road, Morristown, NJ
07960; May to September, Rt. 3, Box 8, Tererro, NM
87573.

Travel/ Tours

PERU EXPEDITION. June 28 for 3 or 4 weeks. Basecamp
in Quebrada Quilcayhuanca with major peaks. Then
Nevado Huascaran if desired. lowa Mountaineers, PO.
Box 163, lowa City, lowa 52214

ALLAGASH CANOE TRIPS. Wilderness adventure in
Maine and Canada. Trips for teens, adults, families.
Brochure. Warren Cochrane, Box 713, Greenville, Maine
04441.

CANYONLANDS EDVENTURES. FAMILY LEARN-
ING VACATIONS. Canyonlands and Arches National
Parks, Colorado River. Natural history-geology-archeol-
ogy. Rafting, horseback, jeeping, motel or camping.
Canyonlands Field Institute, Box 68P, Moab, UT 84532.

NEW ZEALAND/AUSTRALIA WALKABOUTS: Es-
corted and independent hiking and nature tours. New
Zealand's scenic National Parks and Milford Track; Aus-
tralia’s Outback, Far North, and Great Barrier Reef. Ex-
tensions to Fiji, Tahiti, and New Guinea. PACIFIC EX-
PLORATION CO., Box 3042-W, Santa Barbara, CA
93130. (805) 687 7282.

o Schools

COLORADO OUTWARD BOUND SCHOOL. Out-
door excitement in the Rockies, Utah canyonlands and
on the rapids. Ages 14 and up. Contact 945 Pennsylvania
St., Dept. NP-86, Denver, Colorado 80203. 303/837-
0880.

Bed & Breakfas‘tm

MAINE—ACADIA NATIONAL PARK—If you can’t be
a house guest on Mt. Desert. . .be ours. PENURY HALL
Bed & Breakfast. Box 68, Southwest Harbor, Maine
04679 207-244-7102.

. Resorts/ Ranches

From DOUBLE K, hike Washington’s William O Doug-
las and Norse Peak Wilderness, Rainier National Park.
Comfortable Accommodations. Excellent Food. Bro-
chure. Goose Prairie, WA 98929.

IDAHO WILDERNESS. Small family homestead on
beautiful Selway River. No roads. Access by horseback
along historic Nez Perce Trail. Comfortable cabin ac-
commodations, home-style meals, fine trout fishing, rid-
ing, hiking, nature study. Two weeks - $895. Selway
Lodge, Box 1100-N, Hamilton, MT 59840.
MIDDLETON RANCH in southern Aruond accommo-
dates 8 in comfortable ranch house. Excellent riding,
food, Jacuzzi, and pool. Ideal for small groups who enjoy
privacy. Bed & Breakfast or full service September-
April; single, double, group rates. Write MIDDLETON
RANCH, PO. Box 504, Amado, Arizona 85640.

Real Estate/Rentals

BAY ISLANDS HIDEAWAY, Small inn on beach w/
amenities in the beautiful Western Caribbean, $35
sgl/$55 dbl., meals included. Brochure. CLUB GUAN-
AJA ESTE, P O. Box 40541, Cincinnati, Ohio 45240.
(513) 825-3845.

Merchandlse

ADORABLE TREEFROG T-shirts. All cotton, American
made. Adult sizes: S/M/L/XL in pink, blue or tan. Only
$11.95 postpaid. EyeOpeners, Inc., PO. Box 234NP,
Townsend, TN 37882.

DINOSAUR TRACKS; INDIAN Arrowheads and Tools;
Rare fossils; Beautiful gemstones. Request specific free
catalogs. Cornell, 383 Union, Springfield, MA 01105.

AMERICA’S FINEST SQUIRREL/STARLING-PROOF
DIALABIRD FEEDERS, HOMES. Free Catalog. KO-
PECKY, 1220 N Ridge Road, Hypoluxo, Florida 33462.

BLACK BEAR AND CUBS Wraparound design T-
shirts. 50/50 Cot/Poly American made. Adult sizes:
S/M/L/XL in natural or gray. Only $10.95 postpaid.
EyeOpeners, Inc., PO. Box 234NP, Townsend, TN
37882.

Mlscellaneous

RETIREE OI’PORTUNITY Business for Sale. Book-
lover’s Dream. Fully operating Paperback Exchange in
small New Hampshire town. Low overhead. Reply:
Chempack, Box 85, Gedney Station. White Plains, NY
10605.

SPACE AGE FOODS' Gourmet dlmng anvwhcrc 5-year
shelf life. Details: Westwind, 21210 Arrow Hwy. %66,
Covma CA 91724.

Pubhcatlons

WOODALL S 1985 TENTING DIRECTORY contains
listings of campgrounds throughout the U.S. where tent
campers are welcome. Tent-rental parks, public and pri-
vate campgrounds, tourist attractions, camping accessory
stores are listed. EASTERN EDITION-$7.80; CENTRAL
EDITION-$7.80. WESTERN EDITION-$7.80. (Includes
postage and handling.) Prepaid orders only to: WOO-
DALL’S TENTING DIRECTORY, Attn: N. Schlenz, 500
Hyacinth Place, Highland Park, lllmoxs 60035.

WILDCOUNTRY BOOKS—the source for trail gmdes
and x-c skiing, backpacking, climbing, and canoeing
books. Send 20¢ stamp for catalog. 236 South 3rd,

= Ile Monlrose CO 81401

WILDCOUNTRY BOOKS - Your outdoor books!ore
Trail guides plus books about wilderness adventure,
backpacking, climbing, bicycling and nature. FREE
CATALOG! 236 South Third,

=161K, Montrose, CO

American Heart
Association

'IEW

h‘lx YPRING /L

NORTHLAND PRESS

Dept. NP
P.0. Box N, Flagstaff, AZ 86002
602/774-5251

SEASONS OF THE WIND: A Naturalist's
Look at the Plant Life of Southwestern
Sand Dunes

By Janice Bowers

Foreword by Ann Zwinger

ISBN 0-87358-393-0 $10.95 March

IN THE PATH OF THE GRIZZLY

By Alan Carey

ISBN 0-87358-394-9 $11.95 April

A Western Horizons Book

FORMAN HANNA, PICTORIAL
PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE SOUTHWEST
A Copublication with the University of
Arizona Student Union

ISBN 0-87358-396-5 $14.95
Currently Available

EARLY DAYS: Photographer George
Alexander Grant and the Western
National Parks

By Mark Sawyer

Foreword by Horace M. Albright

As the first official photographer for the
National Park Service, Grant was given
the responsibility of documenting the
entire scope and character of the parks.

By Arthur D. Martinson
“‘The Mountain™

Photographs from the 1930s and 1940s
are reproduced from Zion National Park,
Utah: Canyon de Chelly, Arizona; Yose-
mite Valley, California; and many others.
ISBN 0-87358-397-3 $19.95 April

WILDERNESS ABOVE THE SOUND: The
Story of Mount Rainier National Park

has attracted the

WRITE FOR
COMPLETE
CATALOG

curiosity of human beings for as long as
it has been visible. It has been a place
of worship. a source for medicine, and

a directional locator. The author illus-
trates the history of Mount Rainier Na-
tional Park and the battle waged to pre-
serve it.

ISBN 0-87358-398-1 $11.95 May
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TRAVEL
TOUR GUID

KOKSETNA LODGE
Lake Clark National Park & Preserve
for a wilderness experience you will
always'treasure

¢ hiking

® boating

¢ wildlife and bird observation

® photography

® quiet

Write: Hornberger

KOKSETNA
P. O. Box 230
[liamna, Alaska 99606
Call (907) 781-2227

MISTY FJORDS _

NATIONAL MONUMENT TOURS
50" MV. Misty Fjord Day
Cruises and Overnight Kayaking.
Dale Pihiman
(o ) Box 7814-NP
‘!/ =2 Ketchikan, AK 99901
iy B (907) 255-6044
225-3498

Moderate DAY hiking tours, 2 or 4 weeks. Ride up above tree
line and hike down Over 50 optional length hikes basing one
week at 10 charming mountain viilages 1n 3 or 4 star hotels
Write for free brochure

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRA|L§ TOUR§ s 4
783L Chiffside Dr sw'ssalru

Akron OH 44313
s

Looking for places to go?
Exciting things to do?

Then consult our advertisers,
they want to help YOU!

RADIO MAP®Is Your Guide
to Miles of Music.

~of?

FM stations are arranged in driving sequence along
interstates and keyed according to program format.

The 64-page Southeast Edition covers Florida, Georgia,
Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia.
$3.00 each plus 50¢ postage. Mail check or money order to
AGENCY PRESS, P.0. Box 1602, Greenville, SC 29602.

A PERFECT SHORTS STORY

for men and women

Handcrafted in our
lushly textured, pre-
shrunk pure cotton,
the drawstring waist
adjusts to a perfect fit
Two hip pockets & a
generous cut for

f 5 \
exquisite comfort M ‘;)
$14 ppd & guaranteed e
Offered in: Natural  Navy « White * Gre
Plum + Purple * Brown * Lilac * Apricot

Russet » Green « Black * Powder Blue
State waist/hip measurements (up to 44 )

DEVA, a Cottage Industry

Box NP66, Burkittsville, MD 21718
M/C, VISA orders: (301) 663-4900

CATALOGUE & SWATCHES $1 (refundable

ALASKA
DISCOVERY

Alaska's oldest and most respected guiding
company offers wilderness adventures by kayak,
canoe, raft, backpack and skis. Completely
outfitted expeditions into the wilds of Glacier Bay,
Admiralty Island, W. Chichagof, Russell Fjord,
Tatshenshini/Alsek and Stikine rivers. Group
and specialty trips for photographers, fisher-
men. University credit available. Experienced,
certified Alaskan guides. Limited party size.

For information write P.O. Box 26NP, Gustavus,
AK 99826. Phone (907) 697-2257.

Ask your
dealer to show

you the complete
line of WHITE STAG, tents,
@eping bags and backpacks.

4

Helping America_ns\
discover America.

see the Parks from the river. ..

MOKI MAC

River Expeditions Inc.
Your National Park Service
Concessionaire for Grand
Canyon and Canyonlands
National Parks.

MOKI MAC... specialists
in memorable river and
combination tours . . . from
one day to two weeks.

Call or write for free brochure.

MOKI MAC

River Expeditions, Inc.

p.o. box 21242
salt lake city, utah 84121
(801)943-6707
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'S AMER]CA-

DAVID MUENCH

“America’s greatest
landscape photographer.”

PUU KUI<Ui PHOTO MAGAZINE

T WA

NATUZE'S AMER]CA

156 PAGES / FULL COLOR / HARDCOVER

PUU KUKUI (Hawaii)

SLICKROCK

ATLANTIC

Order now these special Gallery
posters and book from NPCA and
Arpel Graphics. Just match the item

with the order coupon below MONUMENT VALLEY
Mail to NPCA with your payment

l National Parks and Conservation Association Member Services 3/86 |
1701 Eighteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009
| Please send me the quantities | have specified of the products and publications listed below:
. | ‘ |
' Cat. | Quantity Product
No. |Ordered Name of Product Description | Size Price | Total
l Nature’s America Hardcover Book |12”x12”|$40.00
| Puu Kukui Gallery Poster i_’h" x 36" [ $22.00 | |
Slickrock Gallery Poster 26" x36"|$22.00 |
e e e 4
” vl e |
| Alantic Gallery Poster  |26” x36" | $22.00 j
—r T
- 5 wla |
| Monument Valley Gallery Poster 26" x36" | $22.00 |
Columbine Gallery Poster 24" x 36" $22.00
| | ———— i —1
TOTAL ORDER -
| Name lenclose $ ~
DAVID MUENCH
| Address D.C. residents add 6% sales tax.
COLUMBINE

Please include $5.00 for postage
| City State Zip and handling per order.




Death Valley

—Park Portfolia_

Death Valley is undeniably desert. But what a
stimulating and exciting desert it is. Lying in
southern California between the high, cold Great
Basin Desert to the north and the warmer Mojave
Desert to the south, it is the best of both.

True, most of the valley floor is saltpan, a vast
accumulation of salts that covers 200 square miles
upon which no life can grow. And, true, tempera-
tures in Death Valley, especially on its floor, can
be extreme. Summertime temperatures in the cen-
ter of the valley often surpass 120 degrees Fahren-
heit. Such statistics reinforce the misconception of
Death Valley as a land unremittingly harsh, one
that man would do well to avoid. To get a truer
picture, one must add other aspects of Death Val-
ley that are not so well known.

Surrounding the salt, huge alluvial fans flow
gracefully from deep within the mountain can-
yons. Rugged mountains dominate the gently
sloping fans and the flat saltpan. On the highest
peaks the snow gleams, a shattered reflection of
the smooth, white salt below. And there are many
ridges and canyons within this vast country that
are seldom seen. Among these varied landscapes
are vistas that rank among the most breathtaking
the world has to offer.

Excerpted from Death Valley: The Story Behind the Scenery, by
William D. Clark, photographs by David Muench; KC Publi-
cations, Box 14883, Las Vegas, NV 89114. $4.50 postpaid.




Deserts can be defined in several ways:
They are lands receiving less than ten
inches of rainfall per year: Death Valley’s
average is one-and-a-half. Their potential
evaporation exceeds actual rainfall: Death
Valley’s potential evaporation rate is
about 150 inches per year. And, of course,
they are hot: In 1913 Death Valley’s hot-
test officially recorded temperature was
134 degrees Fahrenheit—in the shade.



Backcountry in Denali National Park.

Alaska’s braided rivers.
Million-year-old ice water
warmed to 34 degrees.

Thawing since the Pleistocene Epoch, the glacial outflow in
Denali National Park sends an icy necklace of braided rivers a thousand
miles to the Bering Sea.

Ralph Tingey, Denali National Park Service, points out that climbers
scaling the 20,000 foot slopes of Mt. Denali consider crossing the braided
rivers just as tricky as climbing the mountain. “The water is 34 degrees,
often waist deep, moving at 10 to 12
miles per hour—and the river bot-
toms are dangerously slippery.”

s

S o . . . . ... /Pet lncorporated .
PanAm pilot Bil . ngsy calls the Denali braided HEAKI‘LAND
Cooley, who usually rivers “the diamond necklace on ¢
j;lsiebsorg;r Der;)ali at the bosom of the north”—and con-

y eet, about to : -
hove “the irue Alaskan s@ermg the rare beauty of the
experience’’ region, Pet Incorporated appeals to

visitors to pack out all containers
for minimum impact on our National Parks. Pet makes
good, nutritious foods to restore your energy—like
Heartland Cereal, Orleans Shrimp, Underwood Meat
Spreads, Old El Paso, and Pet Evaporated Milk.

- a
An IC Industries Company



