


Join authors Derck Ford and Dalton Muir
as they explore Castleguard, a narrow
valley with an enormous system of deep
caves. Over 100 full colour photos reveal
the fascinating story of this unique
landscape in Banff National Park. A
reading must for caving enthusiasts!
Catalogue number R62-223-1985E
Hardcover $41.95 (Canadian)

Renowned artist, Robert Bateman captures
the majesty of Canada’s wildlife in his

18" x 24" poster, Winter Sunset Moose.
Suitable for framing.

Catalogue number R62-205-1984

$17.95 (Canadian)
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Perfect for gift-giving or for personal use,
the agenda, designed for use in any year.
features 52 colourful photos of national
parks, historic parks and heritage canals.
Catalogue number R62-198-1985
$11.95 (Canadian)

1985 is a year for celebration. People everywhere are
being invited to participate in a host of lively activities
marking Canada’s National Parks Centennial.
To commemorate the Centennial, Parks Canada has de-
veloped these handsome products. Here’s an ideal op-
portunity to explore the beauty of Canada’s national and
historic parks and heritage canals. To order these items,
send a cheque or money order payable to the Receiver
General of Canada to:
The Canadian Government Publishing Centre,
Ottawa, Canada, K1A 0S9

Please specify catalogue numbers for each item. All
prices include shipping costs.

National Parks
Centennial

The activity book, created for children
aged 7-12. serves as a fun-filled
educational tool developing an awareness
of and stimulating an interest in Canada’s
national park system.

Catalogue number R62-207-1985E
$4.75 (Canadian)

Centenaire des
parcs nationaax
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Editor’s Note: Like the grizzly in
Yellowstone National Park, a num-
ber of circumstances have combined
to force the Florida panther into a
few patches of protected land. Un-
like the grizzly situation, once this
small population of Florida panthers
is gone, the entire species will

be gone.

Juggled water resources, high-
pressure development in South Flor-
ida, hunting, and road kills are all
part of the problem. Although the
state is working with federal agen-
cies and conservationists to save the
panther, the population numbers
only 20-some animals—and there
are no guarantees.

Reauthorization of the 1973 En-
dangered Species Act, which is still
in congressional committee, will
help enforce protections for species
that are on the decline. But, as Homo
sapiens take over more and more of
the planet, we must be ever more
vigilant in protecting the plants and
animals with which we share this
world.
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_Commentary

The Right Stuff

Behind Florida Governor Bob Graham at least 50 children were running on
the white sand along the Gulf of Mexico. The place, Grayton Dunes, Florida.

As I followed, I recalled the times I had been a part of park dedication
ceremonies. My presence here at Grayton Dunes represented the results of
the combined efforts of people who knew something was right and who
knew that we needed to work together to achieve what was right.

The story is a simple one. A bank had gone into default. The Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) had taken over the bank’s assets. The
FDIC decided to sell the property that the bank had title to, including some of
the last dune and beachfront property in Florida. The state offered to buy the
property at fair market value, but a state law requires that the state make
public the property appraisal before any transaction can take place.

Developers stated that they would offer a few dollars more than the state’s
bid. And, unfortunately, the FDIC said they would sell to the highest bidder.

At this point, the State of Florida asked NPCA for assistance. NPCA, with
the help of other conservation organizations, contacted the FDIC. After
months of communication and struggle, the FDIC relented and the property
was sold to the state.

If it had not been for the personal involvement of Governor Graham in
making this issue come alive, this effort to save Grayton Dunes may not have
succeeded. The land could have been sold to developers, and lost to future
generations. It is with this same kind of commitment on the part of Governor
Graham and his fine staff that we conservationists are able to reinvigorate the
Everglades coalition.

As I stood there, looking out over the white sandy beach cut from 20-foot-
high sand dunes, I knew then what we were doing was important and critical
for those people who would enjoy this park forever.

It was a joyous occasion. The dedication ceremony helped me justify
everything that our members and trustees want NPCA to do, everything that
NPCA'’s staff is dedicated to doing. And, of course, none of this would have
been possible without the commitment of our members.

Thank you for making Grayton Dunes State Park possible.

NATIONAL PARKS [ JULY/AUGUST 1985




__Feedback___

Were interested in what you have to
say. Write Feedback, 1701 18th
Street, NW, Washington, D.C.
20009. (Letters may be edited for space
considerations.)

Preserving the Prairie
I read with interest the articles “To
Make a Prairie” and “Shaping a
Tallgrass Sanctuary” [March/April
1985].

Supporters of the Tallgrass Prairie
National Preserve proposal may be
especially interested to know of ef-
forts to preserve prairies in other na-
tional park areas.

Here in Iowa there has been a
surge of interest in preserving what
is left of the state’s virgin prairies
and in rehabilitating some lands
back to their natural prairie state af-
ter agricultural use.

Malcolm Berg, Superintendant
Herbert Hoover NHS, lowa

Banning Bikes

I would like to encourage NPCA to
work for severe restrictions of
mountain bike use on NPS-adminis-
tered lands [May/June 1985]. Moun-
tain bikes can be destructive to the
land and to the enjoyment of others.
Plans should be made now to man-
age their use because once that use is
established, it will be difficult to
eliminate that use from environmen-
tally or aesthetically destructive
situations.

Lee Balick

Las Vegas, Nevada

Caving It
Your article on caves by Jim Glover
and the Images column [May/June
1985] were both excellent.

I was sorry to see that Timpano-
gos Cave National Monument was
left off the list. In addition to regular
guided tours at Timpanogos, there
are also special history and geology
tours of the cave. Candles are used
on the history tour to give you a
feeling of what it was like to be an
early cave explorer.

Nathaniel Goodman
Salt Lake City, Utah
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The Story Bei
the Scenery

Lavish full color books in the large 9x12” format,
feature America’s greatest scenic photographers and
finest interpretive text.

SEQUOIA-KINGS CANYON ZION GRAND CANYON
BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY ACADIA DEATH VALLEY
HAWAII VOLCANOES YOSEMITE YELLOWSTONE
MOUNT RAINIER EVERGLADES GRAND TETON
BRYCE CANYON GETTYSBURG CRATER LAKE

$275
ONLY each

Plus $1.00 Postage
per order

Order From: KC Publications
P.O. Box 14883N, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114
Brochure Mailed With Order

The Cuban Yellow Warbler.

The Florida Sand Hill Crane.

The Snail Kite.

Some of the rarest birds in the world.

You can look for them in one of the rarest places in the world.

Everglades National Park— A World Heritage Site.

More than 300 species have no trouble finding their way here
every season.

And neither will you. Just take the Florida Turnpike to Florida City
and follow Park signs.

When you get here, you'll also find great fishing, canoe rentals, patio
boat rentals, nature walks, a 102 room lodge, spacious cottages, comfort-

able cafeteria and museum. 10% IS I_.or The BirdS!

If you're an Audubon Society or Sierra Club member, present your membership card
when you check in and we'll donate 10% of your bill to your local Chapter.
Call for reservations and free brochure, and ask about our special summer rates,
now through October 31, 1985. Call 305-253-2241 or 813-695-3101.

FLAMINGO LODGE

Marina & Outpost Resort
IN EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK

TWSmncesme A subsidiary of Canteen Corp. and an authorized concessioner of the National Park Service.




_ The Latest Word_

NPS Director Mott Presents

His 12-Point Plan

William Penn Mott be-
gan his stewardship of
the National Park Ser-
vice by outlining his
concerns at a June 6
meeting at Yellowstone
National Park.

Regional directors,
conservationists, and
the press heard Mott’s
12-point plan for the
National Park System;
and NPCA Vice Presi-
dent T. Destry Jarvis
said, “It's been a long
time since the Park
Service has had a di-
rector who is as strong
a leader and as conser-
vation oriented as Bill
Mott.”

One of Mott’s major
concerns is providing
park visitors with a
quality experience. He
pointed out that, on
occasion, driving
through Yosemite is
like driving over the
San Francisco Bay
Bridge at rush hour.

For instance, during
the Memorial Day
weekend the crush at
Yosemite was so great
that the number of
cars exceeded the num-
ber of parking spaces
in the valley. The NPS
closed the park gates;
yet, the park received
only one letter of
complaint.

To avoid this sort of
situation throughout
the system, Mott be-
lieves limitations are
necessary. He pointed
out the NPCA/NPS
cooperation on carry-
ing-capacity studies. To
facilitate quality experi-
ences, he would ac-
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for the Parks

company limitations
with information di-
recting visitors to other
park or recreation
areas.

Among Mott’s main
concerns for the parks
are:
® protecting natural,
cultural, and recreation-
al resources;
® pursuing—rather than
merely studying—land
protections through
purchases, easements,
and other means;

e providing more inter-
pretive services for vis-
itors and getting citi-
zens more involved in
park issues.

NPS Director Mott
also made clear that
Interior Secretary Don-
ald Hodel backed this
plan for the National
Park System.

Hansen Proposes
Wilderness Bill
For Utah's Parks

Rep. Jim Hansen (R-
Utah) has proposed a
bill that would add
635,708 acres of na-
tional parkland in Utah
to the national wilder-
ness system. Hansen's
bill (H.R. 2670) only
affects lands already
within the park sys-
tem; and, in most
cases, his recommenda-
tions are the same or
slightly less than the
National Park Service
recommendations.
Hansen proposed
54,450 acres in Arches
(NPS: 61,547); 16,303
acres in Bryce (NPS:

20,810); 4,370 acres in
Cedar Breaks (NPS:
4,830); 260,150 acres in
Canyonlands (NPS:
287,985); 179,815 acres
in Capitol Reef (NPS:
218,305); and 120,620
acres in Zion (NPS:
126,585).

NPCA Vice President
T. Destry Jarvis said,
“The Hansen bill
misses the mark by
not including any wil-
derness acreage in the
Glen Canyon National
Recreation Area, an
area that needs it
most.”

There is no mention
of protecting Davis and
Lavendar canyons from
nuclear dump site
plans, or of paving
park roads. These pro-
visions, however, may
be added to the bill
during committee
hearings.

At this time, Hansen
is still intent on allow-
ing permanent grazing
in certain park areas as
well as paving the
Burr Trail, Kigilia
Road, and a number of
other park roads. Cur-
rently, Hansen says he
is no longer proposing
to pave the Confluence
Overlook Road in
Canyonlands.

Forest Service,
BLM Move Ahead
With Interchange

The Interior and Agri-
culture departments are
now seeking comments
on the broad plan to
interchange 35 million
acres of Bureau of
Land Management and
Forest Service lands.

The purpose of the
planned interchange is
to block together par-
cels of federal land so
they can be managed
more efficiently and
effectively.

NPCA agrees with
the goals, but NPCA
Vice President T.
Destry Jarvis pointed
out some other consid-
erations. “In the past,”
says Jarvis, “national
forest, park, and wild-
life refuge boundaries
often were drawn with
little regard for ecosys-
tems, ridgelines, water-
sheds, and other natu-
ral features. Any large
federal interchange of
lands should be de-
signed to remedy this
situation.”

NPCA also recom-
mends that some small
parcels of federal lands
that lie next to nation-
al parks might be bet-
ter managed by the
National Park Service.
An example is the five
wilderness study areas
adjacent to Pinnacles
National Monument.

Two major problems
must be worked out in
any such interchange.
First, Congress must
approve the inter-
change.

Second, various inter-
est groups will un-
doubtedly lobby hard
to have federal lands
in their area managed
by the agency most
closely aligned with
their interests. Energy
developers and ranchers
prefer dealing with the
BLM; and timber com-
panies favor the Forest
Service.

The 30-day comment
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period ends July 8, and
comments should be
sent to BLM/Forest
Service Interchange,
PO. Box 21219, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20009-
0719.

Task Force
Recommends
Tallgrass Park

The task force charged
with studying a Tall-
grass Prairie National
Preserve recommended
that Congress waste no
time in establishing
such a park.

The June 6 statement
called for a park of
approximately 50,000
acres. The task force
suggested that lands
around the preserve
should be considered
for scenic easements.
They also recommended
that oil/gas production
and grazing continue
on preserve lands.
NPCA commends the
task force.

ORRRC 1l Gets
Extension and
Proposed Slate

The life of the new
Outdoor Recreation Re-
sources Review Com-
mission (ORRRC II)
has been extended
from 12 to 18 months,
and it has a new
name—the President’s
Commission on Ameri-
cans QOutdoors. For
months there has been
speculation on the
membership of the
commission.

Even without a for-
mal announcement, the
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names on all the lists
include: Gov. Lamar
Alexander (R-Tenn.),
Sen. Malcolm Wallop
(R-Wyo.), Sen. ]. Ben-
nett Johnston (D-La.),
Rep. Morris Udall (D-
Ariz.), Rep. Barbara
Vucanovich (R-Nev.),
Frank Bogert, Sheldon
Coleman, Derrick Cran-
dall, Gilbert Grosvenor,
Charles R. Jordan, Wil-
ber F. LaPage, Rex
Maughan, Patrick F.
Noonan, Stuart North-
rop, and, probably,
William K. Reilly.

At a Conservation
Round Table luncheon
hosted by NPCA in
Washington, D.C., Inte-
rior Secretary Donald
Hodel said that he
stands behind this slate
of candidates.

Landowner Plan
Would Drain
Jean Lafitte

Louisiana landowners
want to drain 3,000
acres that are hydro-
logically connected to
Jean Lafitte National
Historical Park. As of
this writing, Environ-
mental Protection
Agency hearings on
this issue are scheduled
for June 18.

Because of the low-
lying land around New
Orleans and the intri-
cate levy system to
control flooding, drain-
ing this adjacent land
would affect 1,200
acres within the park.
A 300-acre swamp that
now has a visitors’
trail would be turned
into open water.

By breaching dams

and undoing the dam-
age caused by water-
control devices, the
NPS has reestablished
natural water drainage
at Jean Lafitte. If the
landowners were al-
lowed to carry out
their plan, it would
destroy the natural ebb
and flow of water in
the park and the area’s
intricate hydrological
relationship to the Gulf
of Mexico.

As Park Superinten-
dent James Isenogle
said, “You can’t drain
this swamp without
draining the Gulf.”

Arizona Aqueduct
Jeopardizes
Saguaro Park

The first link in the
Central Arizona Project
(CAP) is complete, and
now more water will
be diverted from the
already overused Colo-
rado River.

On May 22, the Bu-
reau of Reclamation
(BuRec) let the water
flow into the CAP’s
Granite-Reef Aqueduct,
which ends approxi-
mately 75 miles north
of Phoenix. The Phoe-
nix link is due to
open this December.

Eventually, in 1991,
the canals will carry
water as far south as
Tucson—within the vi-
cinity of Saguaro Na-
tional Monument. Sa-
guaro, however, is
already beset by urban
development.

To limit degradations
to Saguaro, NPCA
Southwest/California
Representative Russ

Butcher has made sug-
gestions for the Bu-
Rec’s recent draft envi-
ronmental impact
statement.

These suggestions
include:
® burying the entire
aqueduct as a pipeline
along the route of the
West Side Plan;
® constructing wildlife
crossings over aqueduct
canals in the vicinity
of Saguaro;
® insulating pump ma-
chinery and construct-
ing pump facilities be-
low ground level to
cut down noise;
® routing the proposed
transmission lines along
the aqueduct rather
than along the western
edge of the park, and
designing the power
poles to prevent raptor
electrocution;
® minimizing the dam-
age caused by con-
struction to the health-
iest population of
threatened fishhook
cactus in existence—or
rerouting the pipeline
around that land;
e coloring the concrete
of the canal to blend
in with the desert’s
earth tones.

Correction

Custer Battlefield Na-
tional Monument is
raising money to pur-
chase a strip of private
land running through
the monument. The
parcel is 9000 acres,
not 900 acres, as re-
ported in the May/
June issue. So far,
$100,000 has been
raised toward that end.




Vacances au Nord
Northern Holiday

National parks in Canada
offer activity and adventure
from coast to coast

The Canadian national park system—~Parks Canada—covers

the breadth of the North American continent, from Terra Nova

National Park in Newfoundland to Pacific Rim National Park in
British Columbia. Rock-strewn eastern coastlines; the grasslands and
waterways of the interior; raw peaks and glaciers in the Canadian
Rockies; the frozen lands of the Yukon and Northwest territories; and
the wild beaches of the Pacific shore are all part of Parks Canada.
These parks do not feel foreign to Americans; they have visitor centers,
campgrounds, supply stores, and sports facilities. But they are different.
Just the park signs—printed in both French and English—are a simple
reminder of a history separate from our own. Parks Canada contains 31
national parks and the system is still growing. Here we present a cross

section of Canadian parks.

GRros MORNE

Box 130, Rocky Harbour; Bonne
Bay, Newfoundland AOK 4NO;
(709) 458-2417

Those who venture to Newfound-
land can find on its windswept east-
ern coast one of the most geologi-
cally curious parks in the world.
Gros Morne, with its moody fjords
and fine salmon and trout fishing,
tells a singular story of plate tecton-
ics at work. The hills that fringe the
Atlantic are composed of ancient
rock from the earth’s mantle that
was squeezed up when two plates
collided to form the Appalachian
Mountains more than half a billion
years ago.

The sea, too, is filled with wonder.
On a dark night trace a trail in the
water and see your path light up
from the glow of tiny, light-produc-
ing dinoflagellate plants. To explore
the park, follow the 13.5-kilometer
James Callaghan Trail through
steep-walled valleys, coniferous for-
ests, heaths, and even alpine tundra.
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PrRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Box 487; Charlottetown, Prince
Edward Island C1A 7L1;

(902) 672-2211

The beaches of Prince Edward Island
are known as some of the best in
Canada. And the view from a lazy
spot on Cavendish Beach takes in
sand dunes and dramatic, red sand-
stone cliffs.

Canadian parks often offer more
purely recreational activities than
American parks; and here you will
find tennis courts, a golf course, a
lawn-bowling green, as well as
Dalvey-by-the-Sea Hotel.

In fact, the renowned “Green Ga-
bles” golf course is named for the
house made famous in the book,
Anne of Green Gables. The birth-
place of author L.M. Montgomery is
a highlight of the park.

—NMichele Strutin

PoiNT PELEE

R.R. 1; Leamington,
Ontario N8H 3V4;
(519) 326-3204

Like Cuyahoga and Gateway in the
United States, Point Pelee attracts a
large number of visitors from nearby
urban areas, such as Toronto and
Windsor. The park—a glacier-
formed sandspit on the shores of
Lake Erie—is the southernmost in
the Canadian system. It has miles of
beaches, but is most famous for its
wealth of birds.

During spring and fall migrations,
thousands of warblers and other va-
rieties stop at the marshlands and
forest that make up Point Pelee. An-
other migration period brings mon-
arch butterflies, who festoon the
trees like bright orange flowers. To
view all of this airborne activity,
Parks Canada has constructed ob-
servation towers and a boardwalk
that stretches across the marshlands.
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National Parks of Canada
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Terntorlds

United States

Scotia

KEY 5 Kootenay 11 Nahanni 17 Point Pelee

6 Waterton Lakes 12 Wood Buffalo 18 St. Lawrence Islands
1 Pacific Rim 7 Banff 13 Prince Albert 19 La Mauricie
2 Mount Revelstoke 8 Jasper 14 Riding Mountain 20 Auyuittug
3 Glacier 9 Elk Island 15 Pukaskwa 21 Forillon
4 Yoho 10 Kluane 16 Georgian Bay Islands 22 Kouchibouguac
KoOTENAY KLUANE

Box 220; Radium Hot Springs,
British Columbia VOA 1MO0;
(604) 347-9615

One of Canada’s famed Rocky
Mountain parks, Kootenay offers
dramatic views of Mount Wardle,
cascading waterfalls, alpine lakes,
and deep rockbound canyons. The
ochre beds of the Paint Pots area
provided the Kootenay Indians with
paints for ceremonial dances; and
the vermilion and ochre earth still
delights the eye.

After hiking the Marble Canyon
Nature Trail, visitors can soak out
any stiffness at Radium Hot Springs.
Now a center of visitor activity,
these geothermally heated waters
were once enjoyed by the Koote-
nays, who had scooped out a simple
gravel pit.
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Haines Junction,
Yukon Territory YOB 1L0;
(403) 634-2251

Climbers and the apocryphal ice
worm are about the only forms of
life on the vast ice fields and glaciers
that form the interior of Kluane Na-
tional Park. Canada’s highest moun-
tains spawn these rivers of ice, but
all of the park is not so formidable.

In the warmer areas of Kluane,
Dall sheep, moose, mountain goats,
and grizzlies browze the alpine
meadows and valleys. The magni-
tude of wilderness is so great that
Kluane and the adjoining Wran-
gell-St. Elias National Park in the
United States have been declared a
United Nations World Heritage Site.

Camping and fishing for Arctic
grayling are among summer’s activi-
ties. And a full range of winter
sports is possible for most of the rest
of the year.

23 Fundy

24 Kejimkuijik

25 Prince Edward Island
26 Cape Breton Highlands
27 Gros Morne

28 Terra Nova

29 Grasslands
30 Northern Yukon
31 Mingan Archipelago

PAciric Rim

Box 280; Ucluelet,

British Columbia, VOR 3A0;
(604) 726-7721

Gray whales, sea lions, and harbor
seals frequent the waters of Pacific
Rim National Park, on the far west
coast of British Columbia’s Vancou-
ver Island. Visitors to the park can
view these sea mammals from wild,
spray-splashed promontories, search
out tide pools, surf, or hike through
lush rain forests at the edge of the
continent.

Those with a taste for the primi-
tive can hike and camp along the
rugged, 72-kilometer West Coast
Trail, which follows the coastline
through dense rain forest. The trail
is actually one of three units that
comprise Pacific Rim. The other two
are Long Beach, a stretch of sand
and stark headlands that is both the
most accessible and the most popu-
lar unit; and the Broken Islands
Group, about 100 islands that can be
reached only by boat.



P-O-R-T -A-L"S
of the San Antonio Missions

Photographs by Bernhard J. Suess

portal is a door, an entrance.
Often the word is used to

describe the structure around the
door and porches of a church. It is
also the “communicating part of an
organism, specifically, the point at
which something enters the body.”
Bernhard Suess’ portals are all of
these things, as his statements here
reveal.

Literally, they are photographs of
doors and windows of San Antonio
Missions National Historical Park, a
group of frontier institutions built
by the Spanish in the early 17th cen-
tury. They were religious, educa-
tional and defensive communities
that were created to protect Spanish
lands from French encroachment
and to introduce the Indians to the
Spanish civilization and the Chris-
tian religion.

10

The missions were self-sustaining
complexes with fields, workshops,
housing, schools, and churches. In
time there was a network that
spread through Texas; but the four
pictured here are strung like pearls
along the San Antonio River.

Like all long lives, the history of
these missions is complicated: they
have been moved, sanctified and
desanctified, resanctified, and re-
stored in part. Once abandoned ru-
ins, they became the concern of in-
dividuals, private groups, the State
of Texas, and, eventually, the Na-
tional Park Service. Today, they
form an urban park—a sanctuary of
green in the midst of downtown San
Antonio—and each mission also
serves a distinct parish, with a priest
and a religious community.

From 1978, when the park was

designated, until 1983 when it
opened, the National Park Service
went through complicated negotia-
tions with the Catholic hierarchy on
how to protect and present both the
historical value and the religious in-
tegrity of the missions. Today, the
NPS worries about zoning boards,
airplane noise, and adjacent devel-
opment as it tries to determine just
what is the essential experience of
the San Antonio missions.

’ark Ranger Betty Calzoncit
thinks that the type of cooperative
planning being instituted now is a
forerunner of solutions that will be-
come increasingly necessary as cities
expand and more historical sites are
protected. So, the missions are a por-
tal to the past and an introduction to
the future.

—Judith Freeman
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Illustrations courtesy of the NPS
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MissioN CONCEPCION

This stone church with its twin tow-
ers was dedicated in 1755, and it is
the oldest, unrestored stone church
in the country. The acoustics of the
vaulted church are said to be on a
par with the Mormon Tabernacle.

Concepcion’s exterior, like the
other missions, was painted with
Moorish designs in brilliant burnt
sienna, light red, yellow ochre and
cerulean blue—colors that were still
bold into the 1920s. Inside are still
some of the original frescoes.

The sculpted shell design of the
infirmary window at left is also
found throughout the missions. It

“These pictures were
taken in 1978, during
my first visit to the mis-
sions. There was some-
thing serene about this
window, a sense of
harmony I tried to cre-
ate by putting it dead
center—usually a bad
place for a subject in a
photograph.

“In contrast, at the
stairway I was taken
by the harsh light at
the top and the soft
light next to it. As I
took this shot I consid-
ered how many feet
had climbed these
steps over the years.
Whenever I look at this
picture I feel a padre
has just passed a mo-
ment before.”

symbolized baptism and was a fa-
vorite expression of Spanish faith.
The Moorish arches and stairway
above reflect the “plateresque” style
of architecture that contrasts bare
walls and ornamental doorways.

The friars who built here were
men of commitment, zeal, and learn-
ing; but they were not trained as
architects. The Indians working with
them had been nomadic hunters
who had been gathered into mission
communities to learn European skills
and religion. Yet, the subtlety and
sophistication of their combined
work is awesome.
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“It took a few minutes to get a symmetry between
the arches, walls, and gate. I was str uck by the handwork that
went into making such a thing. Surely a labor of love, complex in construction

“A heavy thunderstorm was
rolling in, so I took this shot
quickly. I was struck by the
texture of the wall compar ed to
the bare ground, the set-in
doorway and timber in the
wall above the door. 1 re-
sponded to a strong sense of
tactile sensuousness there.”

12

and yet simple in beauty.”
MissION SAN JOSE

Called “the most beautiful church
along the entire frontier of New
Spain, the rim of Christendom,” San
Jose is the most elaborate of the mis-
sions, with a baroque facade, ornate
statuary, frescoes, and a rose win-
dow. It was renowned for its beauty
and its strength. The “Queen of the
Missions”” was a remarkably suc-
cessful venture, economically as well
as spiritually.

Here were the largest number of
baptisms and neophytes. The mis-
sion walls were 600 feet long on each
side, making it a “veritable fortress”
against Comanche and Apache raids.
At one time 1,200 acres were under
irrigation, and there was a herd of
more than 4,000 longhorns. An inge-
nious flour mill and the largest gra-
nary of all the missions allowed San

MisSION SAN JUuAN

San Juan, the simplest of the mis-
sions, has been called undistin-
guished. Now we recognize in its
plain beauty the subtlety and grace
of traditional southwestern architec-
ture. San Juan never enjoyed the
prosperity of the other missions. Its
beginnings were so humble that the
church was not built separately, but
as part of the surrounding protective
walls; and there are no decorations
or freestanding bell tower.

In 1780, when the missions were
at their peak, the economic
underpinnings of the entire mission
system were destroyed. The Spanish
governor declared that all unbranded
cattle were property of the state, and
he required that a fee be paid on
each head. Cattle had been the real
wealth of the missions, allowing
them to support their Indian com-

Jose to support its own community
as well as supply surplus crops to
the military and townspeople.

munities and to trade with the
towns and the military. Now they
could no longer support themselves,
and they went into decline.

The Catholic Church lost interest
in its New World missions. San Juan
was partially secularized in 1794 and
was placed under the administration
of the Mission Espada. All the mis-
sions were fully secularized in 1824.
By that time many mission buildings
had become ruins, and for the next
16 years they were used as stables. It
was not until 1840, when Texas
gained its first bishop, that the res-
toration of the missions began.
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MissioN EsPADA

The most southerly of the missions
along the San Antonio River, Mis-
sion Espada was also the last to be
established. Espada became a center
of learning, and it is credited with
the compilation of Texas’s first text-
book, the only written record of the
Coahuiltecan Indian language. The
Espada aqueduct irrigation system
was so well engineered that it is still
being used and is the oldest in the
country.

By the mid-1800s, Mission Espada
lay in ruins. Gradually small contin-
gents of monks and priests were sent
to all the missions to establish
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schools, hold services and, make
what repairs they could.

In 1868 Father Francis Bouchu, al-
though assigned to another church,
began to work on Espada. He rebuilt
walls, made records and drawings of
fading artwork, and repaired statu-
ary. Eventually, he left the most
complete documentation extant of
the art and architecture of the mis-
sion period, which has been invalu-
able for the restoration of all the
missions. Bouchu’s work was typical
of the kind of continuing personal
commitment that saved the missions
from extinction.

“Like the other mis-
sions, Espada is still a
functioning church.
There was a wedding
mass taking place
while I wandered qui-
etly outside. Again, I
was struck by the ele-
gant simplicity of the
building, but even
more by a feeling of
continuity of spirit—
that the parishioners
here were similar to
those who had come
before and those who
would come later. The
mission is not a historic
relic; it has a life of its
own.”
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Erasing Man’s Mark
in the Everglades

Florida’s innovative plan
lets water take its course

by Governor Bob Graham

’Pdition in Florida has been bro-
ken—destruction of the Florida
Everglades will be halted, even re-
versed. Our “Save the Everglades”
program will change a time-honored
obsession with ditching and draining
of wetlands that predates Florida
statehood.

In the past, the Kissimmee River,
Lake Okeechobee, and the Ever-
glades formed a 9,000-square-mile
natural water system that stretched
220 miles from Orlando to the
southern tip of the state. Rainfall
around Orlando replenished a chain
of several hundred lakes ranging in
size from a few acres to 54 square
miles. Water flowed southward
through the natural sloughs that
connected the lakes, eventually
meeting to form the Kissimmee
River.

During periods of low rainfall, the
water meandered 98 miles through
hundreds of oxbows on the Kissim-
mee’s serpentine channel to Lake
Okeechobee. When rain was heavy
the river would overtop its banks
and slowly flow overland through
40,000 acres of marsh on its way to
the lake.

Sometimes, during the summer
rainy season, Lake Okeechobee
would also overflow its 32-mile
southern shore, spilling water and
nutrients into the Everglades. The
water then flowed south through a
40-mile wide, 100-mile-long
sawgrass marsh, at a rate of only a
foot a day.

As water interacted with sawgrass
debris, peat and muck were formed.
Each foot of this rich ground took
centuries to create. During the past
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4,000 years the Everglades developed
the largest single tract of organic soil
in the world—more than 3,100
square miles in area and 12 feet
deep.

South Florida was one of the most
abundant wetland areas in the
world. This environment attracted
and supported more than two-and-
a-half-million wading birds, as well
as millions of migratory water birds.
Ninety percent of the commercially
valuable fish from the Florida Bay
spend a portion of their life cycle in
the estuaries of the Everglades. The
fresh water flowing into these estu-
aries created one of the most pro-
ductive fisheries in the world.

As the water flowed through the
Everglades toward the coast, it re-
charged the Biscayne Aquifer (a nat-
ural underground water reservoir),
the only source of fresh water for
southeast Florida.

Tday, the system has been so al-
tered by engineering and devel-
opment that the entire water flow
has been disrupted. The Kissimmee
chain of lakes has been intercon-
nected by canals and their natural
fluctuations taken over by engineer-
ing schedules. The Kissimmee River
was channelized to become a flood-
control canal.

Lake Okeechobee was also diked
and put on a regulated schedule.
Through a system of dikes and spill-
ways its level was kept low enough
to keep it from overflowing season-
ally. In fact, the water level of the
Everglades was drastically lowered.
The flow, which was naturally sea-
sonal and gentle, is turned on and

off like a giant water faucet. Large
sections of this ecological system are
dry while others are flooded.

The consequences have been dire.
At one time, salt water flowed in-
land and sullied the fresh water sup-
ply; nesting sites have been burned
or drowned; deer herds have been
left to starve. Wildlife populations
have been decimated. These efforts
to help society have caused more
harm than good.

Interest in draining the Everglades
is as old as Florida itself. In 1845,
when Florida became a state, the
first legislature declared the Ever-
glades “wholly valueless” and asked
Congress for assistance in land rec-
lamation.

In 1879, Florida sold four million
acres to Hamilton Disston, a Phila-
delphia manufacturer—and also
promised Disston half of all the rest
of the land that he could drain. By
1890, Disston had constructed a ca-
nal connecting the Caloosahatchee
River to Lake Okeechobee and ca-
nals connecting the Kissimmee
lakes, and he had partially dredged
the Kissimmee River.

Toward the end of the 19th cen-
tury, agriculture expanded to the
partially drained land. The impetus
for further flood control and drain-
age grew. Before the beginning of
World War |, four major drainage
canals had been dug from Lake
Okeechobee through the Everglades
into the Atlantic. In 1925, Lake
Okeechobee was diked.

By 1970, most of the remaining
Everglades had been surrounded by
dikes and the Kissimmee River had
become a canal. Tamiami Trail (U.S.
41) and Alligator Alley (State Road
84) ran across South Florida, block-
ing the sheeting action of water
through the Everglades.

Golden Gate Estates, a massive
subdivision of canals and inland wa-
terfront lots, had been carved out of
the Fakahatchee Strand. The East
Everglades was developed for both
residential and agricultural uses.

Drainage of the wetlands had
been a great success—the develop-
ment and economic health of South
Florida can be credited in large part
to it. Without it, the rich agricultural
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Governor Bob Graham and Marjorie
Stoneman Douglas survey the Ever-
glades. Douglas made protection of the
Everglades her life’s task; Graham ini-
tiated a program to save it.

district south of Lake Okeechobee
and urban southeast Florida could
not exist. However, today, the needs
for fresh water, recreation, open
space, and a healthy environment
for a rapidly growing population
cannot be met unless the Kissim-
mee-Lake Okeechobee-Everglades
system is revitalized.

By the year 2000 the Florida popu-
lation will exceed 15 million. The
Biscayne Aquifer, the only source of
fresh water for this area, is supplied
by the Everglades. As the population
along the southwest coast nears a
million people, the Big Cypress
Swamp and the Fakahatchee Strand
will become increasingly important
for water supplies.

The economy of South Florida
also depends on a healthy Ever-
glades. In 1983, approximately 38
million tourists spent more than 22
billion dollars enjoying our warm
weather, beautiful beaches, and
clean outdoors. Visitors to Ever-
glades National Park have averaged
more than 600,000 a year. This rep-
resents 15 to 30 million in tourism
dollars.

Agriculture in South Florida is a
$2-billion-a-year industry. In 1984,
over $750 million of sugar cane and
vegetables were produced on the
700,000 acres of rich peat soils south
of Lake Okeechobee. These soils
owe their existence to natural water
levels—as does a healthy environ-
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ment, the economy, and the social
system of South Florida. It all de-
pends on water.

W began developing a plan for
the Everglades in 1982 by
analyzing existing conditions:

e The Army Corps of Engineers
had converted the Kissimmee River
to a 48-mile-long, 200-foot-wide,
30-foot-deep canal at the cost of
100,000 acres of wetlands.

e Waterfowl in the basin de-
creased by 90 percent and fish popu-
lations by almost 50 percent.

® The canal allowed water to flow
into Lake Okeechobee 11 times
faster than what was natural, with-
out the cleansing process of its
movement through the marsh.

e Wildlife was being increasingly
jeopardized by the man-made floods
and droughts. Between 1962 and
1983 woodstorks nested successfully
only three years because extreme
changes in water levels prevented
them from feeding. Altered water
levels during nesting season also
caused declines in the number of
bird species, including white ibis,
anhingas, and limpkins.

e In 1978, 32 percent of the alli-
gator eggs in Shark River slough had
been drowned. The fisheries in Flor-
ida Bay and the estuaries of the
southwest coast have diminished
markedly during the past 20 years
due to water management practices.

e Everglades National Park re-
ceived either too little or too much
water because flow had been re-
duced to avoid flooding new homes
and farms.

e The Florida panther, one of the

Gene Li/South Florida Water Management District

most endangered species on earth,
faces extinction. Once prevalent
throughout the southeastern United
States, the 20 to 30 that remain all
live in the Big Cypress Swamp,
Fakahatchee Strand, and Everglades
National Park.

e Alligator Alley dammed some
areas of the Everglades. The high-
way traffic poses a threat to the
Florida panther and all other animals
in the area.

O n August 9, 1983, we initiated
the Save Our Everglades
Program with this goal: By the year
2000 the Everglades will look and
function more like it did in 1900
than it did when the program was
initiated.

Our program includes the first at-
tempt to restore a major federal ca-
nal—the Kissimmee River—to its
natural condition. The initial phase
will be to acquire the entire river
floodplain. With construction this
fall of three dams across the canal,
the water will be diverted back into
the old river channel. This will re-
establish more natural water levels
on a 12-mile stretch of the canal and
restore 1,300 acres of marsh.

Working with the Florida Game
and Freshwater Fish Commission,
the South Florida Water Manage-
ment District will restore natural
water levels on a 60,000-acre area of
Everglades that has been
overdrained, much of it no longer
functioning as a wetland.

Legislation has allowed experi-
mental release of water into the park
through the East Everglades for the
first time in years. These actions,
plus water releases to the park that
are more seasonally appropriate,
have already benefited wildlife.

Conversion of Alligator Alley to
Interstate 75 offers an opportunity
to correct existing hydrological
problems and also to protect the en-
dangered Florida panther and other
animals by constructing safe animal
underpasses.

It is planned that transportation
funds awarded to the state will be
used to purchase land as an addition
to the Big Cypress National Pre-
serve. This integrates the needs of
people—a new road—with protec-
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Parklands protect much of South Florida; federal and state land purchases would protect the rest of panther habitat.

tion of the environment in a mutu-
ally beneficial manner. Since 1983,
the state has purchased 55,000 acres
adjacent to Everglades park.

A major effort is being made to
save the Florida panther from ex-
tinction by acquiring private
inholdings in the Big Cypress Na-
tional Preserve and establishing a
Florida panther refuge in the
Fakahatchee Strand.

The state has an extensive panther
research program underway and is
considering a captive breeding pro-
gram. Panther warning signs are
posted on highways through pan-
ther habitat, and night-time speed
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limits have been reduced. Brochures
on the panther are handed to motor-
ists at toll booths on Alligator Alley.

S ave Our Everglades represents a
challenge never before under-
taken. The course to restoring natu-
ral water flow patterns to South
Florida will be long and arduous.
Florida cannot reach this goal alone.
Federal and congressional involve-
ment will be essential. Several lead-
ing national conservation organiza-
tions, including NPCA, are forming
an Everglades Coalition to nurture
public involvement.

With the help of an enlightened

and concerned public we will save
our Everglades. And we look for-
ward to a day when protection of
America’s natural systems no longer
requires innovative programs but
uses tested, traditional approaches.

Governor Bob Graham continues to
champion environmental reform in his
second term. He has gained approval of
the Save Our Rivers Act, which has
brought more than 100,000 acres of
wetlands into public ownership, and
initiated the Save Our Coasts Program
to purchase $200 million in coastal
lands, as well as the Save Our Ever-
glades Program.
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South Florida’s Land Puzzle

Federal, state, and private agencies

purchase protection

‘ I 'he estimated 20 to 30 panthers

still surviving in the South
Florida region have the dubious dis-
tinction of being the nation’s most
endangered mammals. The decima-
tion of their populations serves as a
prime example of the short-sighted
land-use decisions that create eco-
logical crises. And the panther is not
the only animal—or natural re-
source—threatened by current con-
ditions in the Everglades.

Just as the Everglades ecosystem
must be viewed as a whole, the job
of restoring the basin to its former
condition requires a comprehensive
approach. Although the Save Our
Everglades program, initiated by
Florida Governor Bob Graham, em-
phasizes restoring water flow and
wildlife habitat, South Florida’s
growing requirements for clean wa-
ter, transportation, and recreational
land have also weighed heavily in
the planning process.

The Players: Public

The State of Florida cannot carry
the burden of an ambitious restora-
tion program by itself. The federal
government and the private sector
must cooperate for the program to
succeed. Of course, a key factor is
the amount of available funds. Con-
gress, especially, will have to appro-
priate the amount of money neces-
sary to bring the Everglades program
to fruition.

Save Our Everglades requests that
the National Park Service and the
Fish and Wildlife Service—both un-
der the Department of the Interior—
acquire a substantial amount of the
land in the Fakahatchee Strand just
to the west of Big Cypress. Florida
already has established the Fak-
ahatchee Strand State Preserve and
is committed to purchasing more
land. A plan for cooperative acqui-
sition among the two federal agen-
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cies and the state could preserve all
panther habitat west of State High-
way 29.

The Federal Highway Administra-
tion under the Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) also has a key role
to perform. The State of Florida
wants DOT to redesign the pro-
posed Interstate-75 (Alligator Alley)
to include more wildlife underpasses
than are contemplated in DOT’s
plans. The state has even offered to

The Department
of Transportation is
holding up wildlife
underpasses, even though
they would protect
the panther.

offset some of the costs of these un-
derpasses.

Currently, the Everglades program
is being held up by DOT. Even
though the wildlife underpasses
would further protect the panther,
DOT says an amended environmen-
tal assessment is required before the
highway project can progress.

Furthermore, because interstates
have few access points along their
routes, DOT would have to pay sev-
erance damages to property owners
whose road access would be affected
by 1-75. Florida, however, would
like to see that money applied to-
ward the outright purchase of the
property instead.

If the lands are purchased out-
right, conservationists propose that
they be added to Big Cypress. This
protection would limit development
north of the preserve and would
simplify problems associated with

restoring sheet flow of water to the
Everglades.

The Players: Private

Local, state, and national con-
servation organizations recently met
at NPCA’s Washington, D.C., head-
quarters to rejuvenate the old Ever-
glades Coalition. Representatives
from NPCA, the Sierra Club, Audu-
bon, National Wildlife Federation,
and other groups participated. The
focus is to keep Everglades restora-
tion moving forward on the federal
level.

Two prominent land conservation
organizations—the Nature Conser-
vancy and the Trust for Public
Land—are acquiring options to pur-
chase several large tracts west of Big
Cypress. These lands, which ulti-
mately will be bought by the State
of Florida, will be protected from
purchase or development by specu-
lators.

NPCA'’s National Park Trust is
also contributing toward protections
in South Florida. Through the gen-
erosity of a concerned Florida con-
servationist and the cooperation of a
like-minded landowner, we pur-
chased a 20-acre parcel in panther
habitat. NPCA is currently consider-
ing several other key purchases,
which eventually will be turned over
to the National Park Service as part
of Big Cypress National Preserve.
Until then, the land will be managed
as a wildlife preserve.

—Robert Pierce

You, too, can make a difference.
Each tax-deductible contribution
received for NPCA’s panther
project will be turned into land-
saving action.

Send your donations to NPCA'’s
“Save the Panther” fund. Use the
enclosed envelope insert for your
gift. Do it today.
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Panthers at the
Vanishing Point

Florida works to save America’s
most endangered mammals

he sun was breaking over the

feathery tops of the cypress
trees, but it was still too dark to turn
out the lights of the big produce
truck moving through the wilds on
the highway between Miami and
Naples. Driver Ronald Townsend
shifted his gaze to the grassy strip
bordering the lonely two-lane road.
A face stared back at him from the
weeds.

“I knew when I saw it that it was
a panther,” he said. “I knew because
I was born in these woods.”

Townsend slowed and turned the
truck around. “I know a panther
doesn’t just lay beside the road.” He
stopped near the big cat, between
the pavement and a metal guard rail
bordering a canal. “He got up and
walked under the guard rail,” said
Townsend.

Fearful of approaching the pan-
ther alone, Townsend sped to the
nearby town of Ochopee, found a
wildlife officer, and returned to the
scene. “The panther was still lying
there, right where I left him. The
officer couldn’t see him, he blended
so well in the grass.”

Shortly, the area was alive with
activity as officials from a half-
dozen agencies, including the Na-
tional Park Service, gathered to aid
the stricken animal. In the commo-
tion, the panther crawled into the
canal and swam to the far bank. Un-
able to boost himself up, he held on
with his front paws.

From a rowboat, a net was maneu-
vered under the panther to keep him
from falling farther into the water. A
veterinarian with tranquilizers ar-
rived by helicopter. Soon the large,
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by Juanita Greene

tawny cat was in the helicopter
bound for Naples, his head resting
on the vet’s lap.

Thus began one of Florida’s most
intensive efforts to save the life of
an endangered species. The panther,
who was a victim of a highway hit-
and-run accident, suffered crushed
back legs, a broken foot, and a split
tongue.

Two University of Florida veteri-
narians flew from Gainesville by
private plane to assist in emergency
treatment. They returned to Gaines-
ville with the panther, by then
named “Big Guy.” At the university
veterinary school hospital, orthope-
dists inserted steel plates in Big
Guy'’s legs and foot in a series of
operations.

“The surgery was just as sophisti-
cated as any work done at the uni-
versity medical center,” said Tom
Logan, chief of wildlife research for
the Florida Game and Freshwater
Fish Commission.

The state cannot afford to lose any
panthers. The Florida subspecies,
Felis concolor coryi, is down to a
population of about 30.

State wildlife biologist Chris
Belden, who has studied the
Florida panther for many years as
leader of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s Panther Recovery Team,
says this rare subspecies has several
distinct characteristics. They include
flecks of white on the shoulders, a
cowlick on the back, and a crook in
the tail.

Other distinguishing marks were
observed much earlier by Charles B.
Cory, former curator of Chicago’s

Field Museum, for whom the Florida
panther is named.

“It is somewhat smaller and more
rufous in color than its northern
brethren, and its feet are smaller in
proportion to the size of the ani-
mal,” wrote Cory in 1896. As he ob-
served, the average male weighs 100
pounds or more; and the average fe-
male weighs 10 to 15 pounds less
than the male.

At one time there was a bounty on
panthers in Florida. They were le-
gally hunted until 1958. In 1967 they
went on the first federal endangered
species list. In 1979 Florida made it a
felony to kill a panther. And in 1982
Florida school children chose the
panther as the state animal.

Once the animal ranged across the
southeastern states to the Louisiana-
Texas border. Now it is found in
only a few places in Florida and ev-
ery panther death is met with in-
creasing public anguish.

The highway is the biggest threat.
Nine Florida panthers have been
killed by motor vehicles in the last
eight years. The animal is struggling
to survive in a wilderness habitat
increasingly surrounded by develop-
ment. Its territory lies in one of the
nation’s fastest growing areas, just a
half-hour’s drive from Florida’s
heavily populated Gold Coast.

The people of Florida wonder and
worry: can the state accommodate
continued rapid growth and still
save the panther?
The entire species numbers about two
dozen. Florida is considering using Big
Guy (right) in a captive breeding pro-
gram.
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he task would be easier if the

panther had chosen a more re-
mote area to make its last stand. It
survives in the wet backcountry of
the South Florida interior because
much of the area was nearly inacces-
sible until recent times. Although
strays are occasionally found in
other parts of South Florida, today
the panther lives and breeds in three
main areas: Everglades National
Park; Big Cypress National Preserve,
immediately north of the park; and a
dense water jungle west of the pre-
serve called the Fakahatchee Strand.

Most of the 30 subspecies of feline
found in the United States—also
known as mountain lions, cougars,
pumas, and catamounts—exist in the
West in numbers large enough to
keep them off the endangered spe-
cies list. Because of highways that
divide its habitat and hunters that
kill the deer it eats, the Florida pan-
ther is not as fortunate.

Despite the interest in the Florida
panther, they are elusive creatures.
The panther roams the Everglades, a
sea of grass formed by more than a
million acres of marshy wetlands in
the eastern part of the South Florida
interior. Watered by overflow from
Lake Okeechobee and rivers to the
north, the Everglades spreads out at
the tip of the state.

In Everglades National Park, Flor-
ida panthers are most concentrated
in an area called the “Hole in the
Donut,” which once was cleared and
farmed. This area supports a sizable
population of deer, the panther’s
principal food.

Yet, not much is known about
park panthers, said Oron Bass, park
wildlife biologist. Two years ago, the
Florida game commission verified
the presence of two adult males, two
adult females, and one subadult fe-
male in the park.

To assist in a study of the park’s
panthers, the National Park Service
hired Texan Roy McBride, a noted
panther tracker who uses specially
trained dogs that can track and tree
panthers. But the panthers in the
Everglades study were not treed,
tranquilized, and equipped with ra-
dio collars, as happens with some of
the panthers in Big Cypress National
Preserve and the Fakahatchee.
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The study of the park panthers is
but one of many underway to rescue
the animal from extinction. The
state game commission, adminis-
tered by a five-person board ap-
pointed by the governor, has many
recommendations to consider, in-
cluding the status of Interstate-75.

The plan to complete Interstate-75
by upgrading a two-lane toll road
called Alligator Alley is being held
up because of concern for the pan-

Air plants
of passionate red cling
to the branches. Ferns
choke the damp forest floor.
Hidden among this tangled
and difficult terrain
is the last population
of Florida panthers.

ther. The Alley, built in the 1960s
between Fort Lauderdale and Na-
ples, cuts across the bottom of the
state and is one of only two east-
west roads bisecting the Everglades
and the Big Cypress Swamp. The
other is the Tamiami Trail, which
Big Guy was trying to cross, com-
pleted in 1928 after a number of
years of arduous dredging.

The state has asked the Federal
Highway Administration to redesign
the interstate, which will cut
through the Fakahatchee Strand as
well as Big Cypress. It wants 23 un-
derpasses and 13 bridge modifica-
tions to facilitate wildlife crossings
and help prevent road kills. One
federal official said the whole 76-
mile interstate link might be aban-
doned because of the additional cost
of the wildlife underpasses and
other proposed environmental im-
provements.

Ahough some panthers make
their home in Everglades Na-
tional Park, even more appealing to
them is the Big Cypress Swamp, a
2,400-square-mile area north and

west of the Everglades, only part of
which is in Big Cypress National

Preserve. The 547,000-acre preserve
is administered by the National Park
Service in cooperation with the state
game commission, which is in charge
of panther research in all areas out-
side Everglades National Park.

Few big cypresses are left in Big
Cypress Swamp, but small cypresses
spread across much of this land.
From the air, low ground covered
with cypress mounds looks like roll-
ing hills. And long, thin stretches of
tropical hardwood swamps—called
strands—Ilace the area. In between,
higher ground supports forests of
pine and sabal, the ubiquitous palm
with the feather-duster top that is
Florida’s state tree.

Giant woodstorks, another endan-
gered species, find sanctuary among
the cypresses. Air plants of passion-
ate red cling to the branches. Ferns
choke the damp forest floor. In the
strands grow orchids and other
plants found nowhere else in North
America. The most stately of palms,
the tall royal, is also native to the
strands. Occasionally, amid all this
greenery, the limestone that under-
lies the area crops out in bald spots
on the surface.

Hidden among this tangled and
difficult terrain is part of the last
population of Florida panthers. Be-
cause there are so few of the animals
left, the Florida game commission
has come up with new regulations to
better protect the panther’s habitat
within Big Cypress Preserve. These
regulations include restricting hunt-
ing dogs, all-terrain tricycles, some
other rubber-tired vehicles, and
airboats in the preserve.

Efforts to protect the panther have
upset Florida hunters. Although it is
prohibited within Everglades Na-
tional Park, hunting is allowed in
Big Cypress and in state conserva-
tion areas. So hunters have roamed
the wilds outside the park at will for
generations, taking deer and wild
hogs. They bitterly protest the new

Florida panthers are at home in the
wetlands of Big Cypress Swamp, part
of which is a national preserve (right).
Inset: researchers tree a panther in or-
der to radio-collar the animal. So far,
the Panther Recovery Team is radio-
tracking five cats.
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game commission regulations for Big
Cypress National Preserve.

Easily visible from the air are the
countless tracks through the pre-
serve made by thousands of off-road
vehicles that cross it continually
during hunting season. The contrast
with the adjacent, undamaged na-
tional park area—where no off-road
vehicles are allowed—is startling.

The new rules came after the gov-
ernor’s Panther Technical Advisory
Committee asked the game commis-
sion to reduce the hunting pressure
in the Big Cypress Preserve. The
committee expressed concern that
hunters may be competing with the
panther for deer.

Committee members fear that lack
of proper nourishment is responsible
for a form of distemper, called feline
panleukopenia, found in the panther
population. The distemper could af-
fect the reproductive rate of the spe-
cies, said Tom Logan. The study of
panthers inside Everglades National
’ark, where no hunting is allowed,
may answer some questions about
the relationship of hunting to the
disease.
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Dcspitc the request of the advi-
sory committee, the game
commission has decided to make no
changes in the hunting quotas until
it has completed a long-term, exten-
sive study of the deer population in
the preserve. Quotas on the number
of deer taken would further anger
the state’s powerful hunting constit-
uency.

Game Commission Director Rob-
ert Brantley has said he fears if the
commission moves too fast with se-
vere hunting restrictions in the Big
Cypress Preserve, some hotheaded
person might seek out and kill pan-
thers in retaliation.

The hunters played an important
role in congressional approval for
the purchase of Big Cypress Na-
tional Preserve in 1974. In return,
they were guaranteed continued use
of the preserve.

Oil companies and mineral rights
owners also supported the purchase
after winning a similar guarantee. As
a result, much activity deemed detri-
mental to the panther takes place in
the preserve.

To further minimize adverse im-

Michael H. Franci

Highways, housing tracts, industry,
and agriculture have pushed the pan-
ther into the recesses of Big Cypress,
the Fakahatchee, and Everglades.

pacts, the state required Exxon
Company USA to build a $4.5-mil-
lion pipeline from its new well field
at Raccoon Point, in the heart of
panther habitat on the eastern edge
of the preserve. The state figured
that piping the oil out rather than
trucking it out would keep distur-
bances to panther habitat at a mini-
mum and would cut down the risk
of oil spills.

In order to allow for oil well con-
struction, an all-weather, 11-mile
access road was approved. The en-
trance to the road—at the Tamiami
Trail—is barred by a locked gate;
and the entrance and road are
guarded around the clock at Exxon’s
expense.

Hunters heatedly objected to the
road, saying that it formed a barrier
for both hunters and wildlife. Each
group—the oil company and the
hunters—blames the other side for
imperiling the panther.
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Dr. Melody Roelke (above), of the Pan-
ther Recovery Team, searches in the
Fakahatchee Strand for a radio-col-
lared cat. The collar helps researchers
track the panther’s movements. In
May, the team got help from the Flori-
da Game Commission, which banned
the use of all-terrain vehicles in Big
Cypress Preserve, restricted the use of
hunting dogs, and put quotas on the
number of people allowed to hunt deer.

Eventually, the state wants to re-
turn the oil development area to its
natural state. When Exxon closes the
field, it will have to remove the road
and the rigs and restore the area to
as near its original condition as pos-
sible.

For now, however, the rigs and
pipeline remain in panther habitat.
Workers at the Raccoon Point field
occasionally see the panther and of-
ten find its tracks on the sandy well
pads. Some have developed a keen
interest in the elusive neighbor, and
carefully photograph the footprints
it leaves behind.

Ahough the panther has more
than two million acres of
public land to roam in South Florida,
parts of its habitat may be lost to
development. Some of the prime
habitat is in private hands and might
be turned into vegetable fields or
improved pasture. One 530-acre
tract often crossed by panthers has
been approved by Collier County for
a Ford Motor Company test track.
On the positive side, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service is considering
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the purchase of 37,000 acres in the
Fakahatchee Strand north of Alli-
gator Alley. Florida is expanding its
50,000-acre preserve south of the Al-
ley. And Governor Bob Graham, as
part of his Save Our Everglades pro-
gram, has proposed purchasing
165,000 acres on either side of the
planned interstate to protect those
border areas from a rush of develop-
ment.

In addition to efforts that would
protect the panther in the wild, the
rescue of Big Guy and his subse-
quent recovery has heightened the
state’s interest in a captive-breeding
program. Originally, the game com-
mission planned to return Big Guy—
now renamed a more dignified
“Jim”—to the wild. His condition,
however, is not good enough; and he
still is in seclusion at the game com-
mission’s research lab in Gainesville.

“We are trying to make arrange-
ments for some place to develop the
captive propagation part of the pro-
gram,” said Logan. “The female
would have to come from the wild.”

Offspring from a captive-breeding
program would be released in other

Telemetry shows panthers have pre-
dictable paths across highways; an un-
derpass could have prevented the acci-
dent to Big Guy (above).

areas of Florida considered good
panther habitat, such as large
ranches, forests, or swamps. The
program would take careful plan-
ning and the close cooperation of
private landowners.

Captive breeding may be part of
the solution to protect the panther.
Expanding protections for its habitat
and constructing underpasses to the
proposed interstate are others.
Whatever decisions are made in the
next few years will affect the Florida
panther for all time. The road to ex-
tinction still is open.

“Civilization in general is the
main threat to survival of the pan-
ther,” says Logan. “Virtually every-
thing we do infringes on the ani-
mal.”

Juanita Greene, environment writer for
the Miami Herald, last wrote for Na-
tional Parks on water problems in Eo-

erglades National Park.
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From Kluane to Cape Breton Highlands,
Parks Canada celebrates its 100th year

By Barry Sadler

I he origins of Canada’s national

park system lie in a chance dis-
covery made in November 1883,
near the present town of Banff.
Frank McCabe and William
McCardell, two workers from the
transcontinental railway then being
driven through the front ranges of
the Rocky Mountains, found some
natural hot springs near the base of
Sulphur Mountain. Now known as
the Cave and Basin, this area formed
the basis for what was to become
Banff National Park.

Soon after this discovery, other
railway workers began to use the
springs, and a number of shacks
were erected nearby. During 1885,
conflicting claims for title to the hot
springs attracted the attention of the
federal government in Ottawa.

On November 25, 1885, the gov-
ernment reserved ten square miles
around the hot springs from “sale or
settlement or squatting.” The Hot
Springs Reservation was the first
step toward the establishment of a
national park.

A survey noted that the area sur-
rounding the reserve “presented fea-
tures of the greatest beauty and was
admirably adapted for a national
park.” As a result of this survey, in
June 1887 the reserve was expanded
to a 260-square-mile oblong block of
land called Rocky Mountains Park.
(In 1930 the park name was changed
to match the townsite of Banff.
Originally known as Siding 29 on

Overleaf: Moraine Lake, in the Valley
of Ten Peaks, reflects the splendor that
moved Canada to preserve Banff in the
late 1880s.
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Point Pelee, on the shores of Lake Erie,
is a migration stop-off for millions of
birds, such as this prothonotary
warbler.

the railroad line, Banff was given a
Scottish name because many of the
railway executives of that time were
Scots.)

In the previous year, other land
reserves had been set aside along the
route of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. These areas laid the founda-
tions for Yoho and Glacier national
parks, as well as for the later expan-
sion of Banff.

‘ atalysts for the national park

idea in Canada were the same
as those at work in the United
States. The country’s natural and
scenic wonders—mineral springs
and the vast landscapes of the Cana-
dian Rockies, in the case of the first
parks—were deemed worthy of pro-
tection.

Initially, the primary purpose of
Rocky Mountains Park was to pro-
vide for visitor use and enjoyment.
In this respect, the park’s enabling

Parks Canada/]J.R. Graham

legislation borrowed heavily from

the Yellowstone National Park Act.
Landscapes were protected to sup-
port recreation and tourism rather

than for compelling environmental
principles.

Rocky Mountains Park served as a
prototype for other reserves; and,
until 1914, park management cen-
tered on tourism. The overriding in-
tent was to develop a resort—cen-
tered on the spa at Banff—that
would attract an international clien-
tele.

The town of Banff was surveyed
and settled; coach roads to the Hot
Springs and other points of interest
were constructed; and visitor accom-
modations were provided. A zoo and
an animal paddock were completed
and landscape “improvements” in-
cluded the introduction of exotic
plants.

The Canadian Pacific Railway
(CPR), through investment and ad-
vertising, played a major role in the
development and promotion of
Banff National Park. CPR was also
influential in securing other park re-
serves in the region.

CPR’s park alliances were similar
to those forged between American
railroads and western parks such as
Yosemite and Yellowstone—and for
the same sort of reasons. The com-
pany had a monopoly on access to
the Canadian Rockies, and it used
this edge to build hotels and related
facilities at Lake Louise, Field, and
Glacier House.

The first decade of the twentieth
century saw increasing numbers of
park visitors. This led to the expan-
sion of Banff, Yoho, and Glacier na-
tional parks—measures that were
supported by CPR.

Banff grew from 260 to 5,000
square miles. This enormous in-
crease included areas where coal
mining and logging occurred.

The inclusion of these activities,
which are incompatible with con-
servation, illustrates the attitudes of
that period. Destruction of vegeta-
tion and illegal hunting of wildlife
went virtually uncontrolled, despite
park regulations. People also be-
lieved that, in order to make the
town of Banff suitable for tourism,
nature had to be tamed. Wildlife
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North American red foxes (above) are
indigenous to Canada’s northern
climes. The U.S. had to import Europe-
an foxes for sport-hunting.

was controlled by fences, and vege-
tation was manicured.

Looking back to the geography
and ethics of the frontier, the strik-
ing thing is not incompatible uses,
but that parks were established
in the first place. By 1914, the sys-
tem contained eight national parks:
six in the western mountains, one on
the prairies, and only one—St. Law-
rence Islands—in the more heavily
settled East.

Early in the 1900s, the first phase
of Canada’s national park

development was supplanted by
more well-considered conservation
planning. The conservation ethic,
which spread from the United
States, resulted in several important
reforms that were initiated between
1908 and 1914. Most notable was the
hiring of wardens to enforce stricter
hunting and forestry regulations.
Banff National Park’s boundaries
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were drastically reduced to conform
to the watershed and thus permit
more efficient management. This
move was reinforced when the gov-
ernment in Ottawa created a strong,
centralized national park service.
The park service, now known as
Parks Canada, curtailed local auton-
omy in decision making.

The period between World Wars 1
and II was characterized by expan-
sion of the system and consolidation
of policies. During this time, the
number of national parks doubled
and the types of ecosystems became
more diversified. New parks in-
cluded Wood Buffalo in the north;
Prince Albert and Riding Mountain
in the interior plains; and Prince Ed-
ward Island and Cape Breton High-
lands in the maritime provinces.

Incompatible uses were gradually
phased out of existing parks, al-
though mines and other industrial
plants operated in Banff National
Park throughout the 1920s. A grow-
ing emphasis on conservation fos-
tered the gradual regeneration of
wildlife and vegetation destroyed
during the earlier, unregulated era of
park development.
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A benchmark of this period was
the passing of the National Park Act
in 1930. According to the law:

“The Parks are hereby dedicated
to the people of Canada for their
benefit, education and enjoy-
ment . . .and ... shall be maintained
and made use of so as to leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of fu-
ture generations.”

This law is the mainstay of park
philosophy, though the dual man-
date of preservation and use has al-
ways been a source of tension.

Tourism and the facilities to ac-
commodate park visitors continued
to grow during the 1920s and 1930s.
Roads were built to connect the
Rocky Mountain parks of Banff, Jas-
per, Yoho, and Kootenay. And the
automobile helped bring urban con-
veniences to these distant and rug-
ged areas.

Winter sports were already a
long-standing tradition in Banff. But
the interwar period saw the develop-
ment of skiing camps at Sunshine,
Lake Louise, and Mount Norquay.
All of these are now major downhill
skiing areas.

During this era, facilities were
minimal and visitor pressures rela-
tively modest. In retrospect, it is
easy to see why park publications of
the day could refer to Banff National
Park as providing “rigid sanctuary
conditions,” and in the next passage
state that Banff was “unsurpassed in
the field of outdoor recreation.”

Both conditions could apply, as
long as the major parks remained
remote and inaccessible to the bulk
of the population. All of that was
soon to change.

Seeds of the modern dilemma
were sown in the postwar
boom. An expanding population—
with increased leisure time, greater
disposable income, and the mobility
conferred by the near-universal
ownership of private automobiles—
brought the potential conflict be-
tween park preservation and visitor
use into progressively sharper focus.
Between 1950 and 1960, visits to
Banff National Park doubled. By
1967 they had doubled again, and
the figure had reached two million.
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Canada’s national parks were threat-
ened by their own success.

In response to visitor demands,
accommodations and services ex-
panded accordingly. Because of the
1960s ski boom, new equipment was
installed at the parks’ existing
downhill areas. By the late 1960s,
private enterprise was putting on the
pressure for more development. Lo-
cal and Calgary business interests
made applications to stage the 1968
and 1972 Winter Olympics at Banff.

The arguments surrounding the
plan to bring the Olympics to Banff
marks a critical watershed in Cana-
da’s national park history. For the
first time, use and development
stirred public concern and political
controversy.

An effective conservation lobby
was mounted. This intervention
marked one of the first waves of the
gathering tide of Canada’s new envi-
ronmental movement. During the
late 1960s, groups of citizen activists
emerged to focus attention on the
inadequacies of the national park
system.

In 1968, at the first Canadian Con-
ference on National Parks, people
pointed out two obvious flaws in the
system. First, it was not represen-
tative of all the national regions and
landscapes of Canada. Second, parks
such as Banff were trying to meet
too many demands, trying to be all
things to all people.

Parks Canada attempted to meet
these challenges during the 1970s
with varying degrees of success. It
began to round out the system by
establishing new parks in the north-
ern territories. (The Yukon and the
Northwest Territories are not prov-
inces and are administered directly
by the federal government.) New
parks were added in the central and
eastern provinces where there was—
and still is—a serious imbalance be-
tween the number of visitors and the
amount of parkland.

Between 1968 and 1972, nine new
parks were created, followed by four
more between 1978 and 1984. The

Around timberline, the slopes of Mt.
Edith Cavell in Jasper National Park
are covered with heather and other
wildflowers.
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newest park, Northern Yukon,
stretches west from the Babbage
River to the Canada-United States
border where it adjoins the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. Both areas
protect the calving grounds of the
vast Porcupine caribou herd, as well
as some of the most spectacular
landscapes on the continent.

Te earlier expansion was some-
thing of a crash catch-up pro-
gram. By the late 1960s, however,

Parks Canada had adopted a method

From 1950 to 1960,
visits to Banff doubled.
By 1967 they doubled again
and reached two million.
Canada’s national parks
were being threatened by
their own success.

for identifying the types of new
parks the system needed. These re-
quirements were based on the con-
cept of “natural regions” conceived
by the U.S. National Park Service.

Canada is divided into 39 natural
regions; and present policy stipulates
that each region merits national park
representation. The present park
system, however, has a number of
shortcomings.

Some natural regions, notably the
Rocky and Columbia mountains in
the West, are overrepresented. On
the other hand, ten natural regions
have no representation, though all
have candidate areas worthy of in-
clusion.

Current plans call for 20 new
parks to complete the system: ten in
the northern territories and ten in
the provinces. Parks Canada would
like to add five in this centennial
year. Completing the system by the
year 2000 is not impossible.

Assembling parcels of land in the
settled areas, however, is both a
costly and a complicated task. Grass-
lands National Park—two separate

blocks in southwestern Saskatche-
wan along the international bound-
ary—was established in 1981 after
nearly 20 years of negotiation.

Although they are within feder-
ally controlled territory, northern
parks must be planned with due re-
gard for the traditional rights and
uses of native people. For instance,
at Auyuittug—on Baffin Island, just
across from Greenland—subsistence
hunting is allowed.

Parks Canada must also decide
how to accommodate increasing
numbers of visitors while preserving
the natural and cultural resources of
the parks. The 1979 National Parks
Policy, the most recent planning doc-
ument, does a creditable job of ad-
dressing preservation and interpreta-
tion in the system.

Critics, however, have been quick
to point out the inconsistencies be-
tween park policy and the way that
policy has been carried out in recent
decisions on tourism and recreation.
Central to this issue is the manage-
ment planning process—the mecha-
nism for specifying visitor develop-
ments and activities.

Launched in 1969 and 1970, an
early series of “provisional master
plans” for the four mountain na-
tional parks (Banff, Yoho, Kootenay,
and Jasper) generated a fair amount
of controversy, largely because of a
proposal for a new resort village at
Lake Louise. This scheme was halted
in 1972 after a further round of
stormy and ill-tempered public
hearings.

Four years later, another minor
controversy erupted over plans to
expand the Sunshine ski area. The
plans included greater summer use
of the area’s alpine meadows. In this
instance, the proposals went ahead
as part of a long-range program to
establish overall limits for use and
development.

I he next chapter in this story is

presently being written. In
1982, Parks Canada began finalizing
their general management plans for
Banff, Jasper, Kootenay, and Yoho
national parks.

Three options were developed:

e Option A basically emphasizes
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Canadian environmentalists believe that more wild lands, such as Mt. Thunderhead in the Yukon, must be protected.

maintaining the natural character of
the parks;

® Option B bases future visitor use
on existing facilities and services;

® Option C stresses increasing the
role of tourism and meeting the
needs of visitors.

Public review indicated that ap-
proximately one-half of all respon-
dents preferred Option A and ap-
proximately one-third favored
Option B.

The initial disposition of Parks
Canada is toward the second option;
but the implications are by no means
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clear. For example, just how much
and what kind of expansion from
the existing services base will be al-
lowed?

A public outcry is underway and
the final decision has not yet been
made. The path that is chosen will
certainly affect Canada’s 31 national
parks and, undoubtedly, the much
larger number of provincial parks,
historic sites, and other heritage re-
serves.

Imminent management decisions
concerning Banff—the national park
where it all began and still the sym-

bol of Canada’s national park sys-
tem—may prove to be the bell-
wether for the next hundred years of
Parks Canada.

Barry Sadler serves as the director of
the Institute of the North American
West; and he is a consulting associate
with the Banff Centre School of Man-
agement.

Sadler is also a member of the
project management team for Heritage
for Tomorrow, which also includes
Gordon Nelson, Robert Scace, Gilles
Lemieux, and Susie Washington.
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CANADA'’S PARK HERITAGE IN THE MAKING

I he centennial of Canada’s na-

tional parks provides an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the achievements
to date. Canadians must also explore
innovative ways of safeguarding our
timeless natural and cultural assets.
Heritage for Tomorrow, a national
grassroots organization, was set up
for that purpose.

Heritage for Tomorrow has estab-
lished a series of public meetings in
the provinces and northern terri-
tories. The purpose of these caucuses
is to prepare reports that will make
clear what each of these regions
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needs to preserve its natural and cul-
tural resources.

The organization has identified
nine major issues relevant to the fu-
ture of Parks Canada. They are:

1. Understanding the meaning of
heritage;

2. Ideology and a broader view of
heritage;

3. Wilderness, wildlife, and wildlife
habitat;

4. Completing and extending the
heritage system;

5. Managing land use in and around
heritage areas;

Patrick Morrow/First Light

6. Tourism, development, and heri-
tage areas;

7. Planning and management alter-
natives;

8. Politics, planning, and manage-
ment;

9. International aspects of heritage
areas.

September 4-8, 1985, the Cana-
dian Assembly will meet at the
Banff Centre in Alberta to discuss
and act upon the suggestions for
Parks Canada presented by Heritage
for Tomorrow.
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Cold Shots
by Marjorie Corbett

Canadian photographer Pat Morrow
is best known for his dramatic pur-
suit of the highest peaks on seven
continents. With only one left to
conquer—Vinson Massif in Antarc-
tica—he has spent much of the past
year preparing for his capstone, most
recently by trekking to the North
Pole.

Yet, the peaks are not the only
reward. The people who live in
those remote, vertical landscapes
lend an intimate touch to his adven-
tures and his photographs. Over the
years, his subjects have included na-
tional parks of both Canada and the
United States.

How did you get involved in the project
to scale the highest peaks on all seven
continents?

After the Everest climb in 1982, |
realized I had already done three of
them—North America, South Amer-
ica, and Asia. It just seemed a logical
project to pursue. There were only
four left and they were easy.

Are you documenting this project on
film?

Yes. I am also working on a book
about it. I have most of the chapters
written, and it will be heavily illus-
trated.

Have you covered any of the national
parks in the United States?

A fair amount. The one place I've
done a lot of work in is the deserts
of Utah and Arizona—canyon coun-
try. I've spent months down there
and haven’t even scratched the sur-
face yet.

Have you recently returned from the
Pole?

We are just back from the North.
We were training for the trip to Ant-
arctica. We flew up to the Pole and
stayed in little communities, where
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“Getting to shoot in
interesting places, like the
Pole, you need to know who
to talk to.”

we got the flavor of the North. We
also climbed a mountain on Elles-
mere Island. Five of us were dropped
off and had the chance to use our
equipment to see if we could deal
with conditions similar to those in
Antarctica. We made the ascent of
the peak on the western side, which
overlooked the ocean. It was 57 be-
low zero.

' Did you take pictures under those con-

ditions?

Somehow, we kept the cameras
alive. They froze up fairly quickly,
but we kept rotating them. The cold
is hard on the body of the camera
because there is all kinds of con-
densation when you pull the camera
from its warm case. That’s some-
thing you have to learn, how to
carry and protect your equipment in
severe conditions.

What is your favorite equipment for
wilderness shots?

I have settled on a Pentax MX. It has
a small, lightweight body with man-
ual settings, which helps when
you’re taking pictures in sub-zero
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temperatures. When skiing, it’s cru-
cial that your cameras and equip-
ment are lightweight. I can usually
get away with only two lenses—a
28mm and an 80-t0-200mm zoom.

You have been working in cold north-
ern climates a lot, is that becoming a
specialty?

I don’t really gravitate toward cold
climates, but my work often takes
me there. I prefer moderate climates
like anybody else, but I've done a lot
of ski photography, so I have
learned to cope with the weather.

How and where did you get your start
in photography?

I grew up in Kimberly, British Co-
lumbia, a small town at the edge of
the Purcell Mountains. As a teen-
ager, my photography developed
along with my climbing interest. I
studied journalism in Alberta and
spent several years working at a lo-
cal newspaper as a photographer,
where I learned how to talk to
people.

The people you were photographing?
No, the people I had to talk to to set
up shoots. Getting around to inter-
esting places, like the trip to the
North Pole, you need to know who
to talk to.

You go to some rather remote spots, do
you see your settings through the people
who live in those places?

Yes, what makes it so fascinating are
the people who live in those moun-
tains. These people are true moun-
tain people. Their world is either up
or down once they step outside their
doors.

The subjects you choose are unusual
enough that it requires inside connec-
tions to get to some of these places?
When I travel to a remote culture, |
try to find a person from the area
who can act as interpreter, guide,
and who can help get me there in the
first place. I do a lot of research be-
fore I leave for a remote area, that
way I am prepared for the worst.
And the best, too.

Marjorie Corbett is a regular contribu-
tor to National Parks.
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Cerro Torre, Argentina; photo by Pat Morrow
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\ William Penn Mott Sworn In
‘ As New Director of NPS

William Penn Mott, the new director of
the National Park Service, has served
on NPCA'’s Board of Trustees for the
past four years.

C & O Canal, Rock Creek

Saved from Hotel Project
On May 30, a federal judge ruled
against the National Park Service
and a development company, deny-
ing construction of a major hotel and
office complex along Rock Creek
Park in Washington, D.C. Environ-
mental organizations and attorney
Cornish Hitchcock have won the
first round in their ongoing battle
against plans to construct a 52-foot
hotel and a 60-foot office building.

“It’s an important ruling for the
national parks,” said Hitchcock,
“because it recognizes that land re-
sources are scarce and should be ex-
panded; but not at the expense of
land already in the National Park
System.

“This decision puts limits on the
National Park Service’s ability to
barter away park resources.”

The buildings would have blocked
views and disturbed the waterfront
scenery of Rock Creek Park and
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William Penn Mott has spent most
of his life creating, managing, and
developing funding for parks, first
for the National Park Service and
then for his home state of California.
Now he has the job of managing the
world’s foremost park system. On
May 29, Mott was sworn in as the
new director of the National Park
Service by Interior Secretary Donald
Hodel.

Hodel has said of Mott, “[He] is
known the world over for his inno-
vative approaches to developing and
protecting the parks while helping
them to serve better the needs of
people.”

After receiving degrees as a land-
scape architect from Michigan State
University and the University of
California-Berkeley, Mott entered
the NPS where he helped create Cra-
ter Lake and Sequoia-Kings Canyon
National Parks, and Death Valley
National Monument. From the 1940s
through the 1960s, he took on the
challenge of developing a park sys-
tem for the city of Oakland and then
for the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict. His innovative work attracted
the attention of then-Governor Ron-
ald Reagan, who appointed Mott as

C & O Canal National Historical
Park, both National Park System ar-
eas that wind alongside the Potomac
River.

The problem began when the NPS
agreed to rescind a 20-foot height
restriction that it holds on the land
that Rosewood Hotels, Inc., wanted
to develop.

The 20-foot height restriction was
imposed in 1938 when the NPS ac-
quired the C & O Canal for develop-
ment as a national park area. The
NPS allowed the parcel in question
to remain in private hands, but in-
sisted on the height restriction in or-
der to protect the visual integrity of
the C & O Canal and Rock Creek
Park, which was then nearing com-
pletion.

In exchange for rescinding the
height restriction, the NPS would
have acquired permanent access
along the riverfront and Rock Creek.
And the developers had agreed to
donate $1 million for landscaping

head of the California state park
system.

Under his direction, the California
park system—one of the largest and
most well developed in the coun-
try—doubled in size. During his
1967-1975 tenure, he also charted a
new course by being the first to hire
women park rangers.

Mott has helped develop park
system plans for Australia and Costa
Rica; has made Oakland Zoo and
surrounding Knowland Park a self-
supporting resource for that city;
and, as president of the California
State Park Foundation for the past
ten years, was instrumental in rais-
ing more than $50 million to pre-
serve and expand California’s park
system.

Until his appointment as NPS di-
rector, Mott served on NPCA’s
Board of Trustees. As such, one of
the goals for a healthy park system
that he has long emphasized is the
concern of people for their parks.
Mott believes that educating citizens
to the values of the park system, and
getting them involved in that system
will heighten their commitment to
preserving parks for themselves and
for future generations.

parkland upriver from the hotel
complex.

The NPS was working toward an
overall plan that could eventually
link all the parcels along the Poto-
mac River as it flows past Washing-
ton, D.C. As part of this green-space
plan, the District of Columbia would
donate its riverfront holdings to the
NPS.

The NPS agreed to the exchange
because it said the Secretary of the
Interior has the right to make such
exchanges. U.S. District Judge Bar-
rington Parker disagreed, saying
that—by law—the exchange cannot
“alienate property administered as
part of the National Park System.”

By rescinding the height restric-
tion as part of the exchange, the
NPS would have alienated terri-
tory—in this case, air space and sce-
nic easements—under its control.
The National Park Service and the
developer have already filed an ap-
peal.
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Manassas to Get Help from
Civil War Relic Hunters

The 312-acre Brawner Farm at Ma-
nassas National Battlefield Park in
Virginia has, in past months, suf-
fered from the intrusion of relic
hunters and the subsequent disap-
pearance of Civil War artifacts.
Now, a local group has offered to
help the National Park Service ex-
tract and catalogue national park ar-
tifacts.

Part of the problem was that the
farm had been designated as park-
land, but never purchased. To pro-
tect the farm from relic thieves, the
court recently ruled for a Declara-
tion of Taking, in which the prop-
erty immediately transfers to the
NPS, and the heirs of the former
owner receive fair-market value for
the land.

Park managers were concerned
that relic thieves would destroy arti-
facts that provided important in-
formation about the first and second
battles of Bull Run. The situation
became heated when a September
29, 1984, Washington Post article on
artifact thievery at the then pri-
vately owned Brawner Farm de-
scribed the activities of “a scruffy
assortment of gravediggers and relic
hunters.”

This sort of publicity spurred John
Blunk, president of the Northern
Virginia Relic Hunters Association,
to contact Superintendent Rolland
Swain with his concerns about the
impression of his organization that
was being created.

According to Blunk, “the purpose
of the Northern Virginia Relic Hunt-
ers Association is to locate, recover,
catalogue, and preserve history.” He
says the association focuses on Civil
War history, and emphasizes that
their policy mandates that they
abide by the law.

In response, Superintendent
Swain spoke to the group at one of
their meetings “in order to improve
understanding of the park position
and to dispel any stereotypes formu-
lated by either side because of the
news story.”

In addition, Swain set up an NPS
booth at the 13th Annual Civil War
Relic and Memorabilia Show that
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was held in Virginia this past April.
The booth contained information
about the Archeological Resources
Protection Act, national park metal
detector regulations, and general in-
formation about the NPS position
on artifact hunting in parks and
other federal lands.

Superintendent Swain described
people “as generally interested and
concerned, as the booth was busy all
day long.”

As a result of communication on
both sides, the Northern Virginia
Relic Hunters Association offered its
help in NPS archeological research
projects. Both Swain and regional
archeologist Dr. Stephen Potter fore-
see this volunteer help as potentially
beneficial to the park.

Because of tight funding, the offer
makes economic sense. The volun-
teers would help prevent thievery
while extracting, recording, and pre-
serving artifacts valuable to the na-
tion’s history.

Dr. Potter says the tentative
project would provide the NPS with
archeological information about the

Second Battle of Manassas and
would create a better appreciation of
archeological preservation in the
minds of the volunteer relic hunters.
He is working toward a ratio of six
volunteers to one staff member and
has outlined steps for implementing
the program:

® NPS archeologists develop the re-
search design of the project, and es-
tablish specific survey areas;

e Volunteers are chosen, with assur-
ance by club officers that artifacts
will be treated appropriately. (Custer
National Battlefield Park in Mon-
tana, which has a similar volunteer
program, has had a few problems in
this regard);

e Hold a project workshop to dis-
cuss with participants how the tal-
ents and energies of the volunteers
will be used;

® Begin systematic field work.

The one constraint on the imple-
mentation of this program is the lack
of adequate National Park Service
staff to supervise participating vol-
unteers.

—Karen Brewster, NPCA intern

NPCA Purchases Inholding
For Acadia National Park

Acadia National Park in Maine is
dotted with inholdings and, because
of the way the park’s enabling leg-
islation was written, the National
Park Service cannot purchase these
inholdings itself. Recently, NPCA’s
National Park Trust bought four
acres on the western side of Acadia’s
Mount Desert Island, which will be
donated to the park.

Like much of the island, the parcel
was being sought for development—
in this case, residential housing.
With NPCA’s purchase, the
inholding can now remain consistent
with the surrounding parkland
woods of pine and birch.

In order to protect Acadia from
increasing development, the Na-
tional Park Trust has begun a fund-
raising compaign to purchase
inholdings, which will be transferred
to the NPS. For more information
about the Acadia Fund, write Na-
tional Park Trust, 1701 18th St. NW,
Washington, D.C. 20009.

The birch and pine woodland above,
located on Mount Desert, is part of
NPCA'’s purchase for Acadia.

Robert Pierce
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For You . . . For Gifts!
NPCA Bargains in Books and Collectibles

Order now from the NPCA mini-catalog
above. Just match the catalog item
identifying letters to those in the order
coupon below. Complete the coupon
and mail it to NPCA with your payment.
Prices include postage and handling.

A. Polo shirt, green with white NPCA
emblem. Cotton/polyester knit. Order
men’s sizes S(34-36), M(38-40),
1(42-44), XL(46); women's sizes S(6-8),
M(10-12), L(14-16)—$16.95 A-1. Same
as above, white with green emblem—
$16.95. B. Full-color Parks poster by
famed New Yorker cover artist. Ready
to frame—$4.95. C. NPCA Citizen
Action Guide tells how to deal with
destructive OSVs on National Sea-
shores; softcover—$2.00. D. National
Parks in Crisis; conservation leaders
explore the problems and future of our
National Parks; hardcover—$13.95.

E. Greenline Parks explores land con-
servation trends for the '80s and be-
yond; softcover—$9.95. F. The Moore
House, a case history in historic struc-
tures restoration; softcover—$4.20;
hardcover—$8.45. G. Historic Bass
Harbor Light notecards and envelopes,

15 ea. per box—$7.50. H. Metal litho
full-color pins (9 different Parks em-
blems & NPCA emblem); all 10—$7.50.

I. NPCA lapel pin, green and gold
enamel—$3.50. J. NPCA decal—-.50

5
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in Crisis

each. K. NPCA patch, green and gold

embroidered—$2.00.

Order all merchandise with money-back
guarantee of satisfaction.

National Parks and Conservation Association Member Services
1701 Eighteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009

Please send me the quantities I have specified of NPCA products and publications listed below.
I understand that all prices include postage and handling.

Cat. Quant. Product Price
No. Ordered Name of Product Description Size Each Total
A Polo shirt Green w/white emblem $16.95
A-1 Polo shirt White w/green emblem $16.95
B National Parks Poster Full color 24"x 36" $ 495
C Citizen's Action Guide Softcover Book $ 2.00
D Nat'l Parks in Crisis Hardcover book $13.95
) Greenline Parks Softcover book $ 995
F The Moore House Hardcover Ed. $ 8.45
Softcover Ed. $ 4.20
G Boxed Stationery 15 notes & envs. $ 7.50
H Nat'l Parks Pins (1 NPCA) Sets of 10 $ 7.50
| NPCA Lapel Pin Green & gold emblem $ 3.50
J NPCA Decal $ .50
K NPCA Patch Embroidered $ 2.00

TOTAL ORDER
O Ienclose $

D.C. residents add
6% sales tax.



Clearcutting Planned Near
Redwoods. The Forest Service has
just released its management plan for Six

Rivers National Forest in northern California; and the
plan spells trouble for nearby Redwood National Park.
The Forest Service proposes to clearcut a substantial
swath of forest along the pristine Smith River, which
runs through the park. Runoff in the clearcut area could
load the river with sediment and pollutants, thus devas-
tating the watershed and ruining the river as it flows
through the redwoods.

.
American Conservation Corps Moves in House. The
bill to create a conservation corps that would employ
young people to help preserve the country’s natural re-
sources has passed two House committees and is ex-
pected to come up for a floor vote within the next few
weeks. Language to include $75 million over three years
for the corps was dropped in favor of “such sums as may
be necessary.” The Senate has introduced an ACC bill,
but has taken no action beyond that.
®

Sequoia-Kings Canyon Bighorn Study. The NPS is pre-

paring an environmental assessment as a first step in
reintroducing bighorn sheep to Sequoia-Kings Canyon
National Park. Depending on funds and the availability
of bighorns from donor herds, reintroduction could take
place within the next several years.

°
Cape Krusenstern/Red Dog Mine Exchange. On May
23, NPCA testified at House hearings in support of a land
exchange at Cape Krusenstern National Monument in
Alaska. The exchange would provide the Northwest
Alaska Native Association with a transportation corridor
through the park, which it needs to reach its Red Dog
Mine. In exchange, the National Park Service would get
lands that contain the upper drainages of at least four
streams that carry sediments to the Cape’s archeologi-
cally important beaches.

s
Petrified Forest Addition in Senate. The House passed
legislation to add 40 acres containing Anasazi artifacts to
Petrified Forest National Park, Arizona. In Senate hear-
ings, Senator Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.) expressed con-
cern that Santa Fe Railroad owns the subsurface mineral
rights to this parcel. Goldwater would like to see a land
exchange involving Bureau of Land Management acreage
so that the National Park Service would get the Petrified
Forest addition without complications.

Maggie Walker House Open,
But Only Intermittently

Maggie Walker was born on July 15,
1867, soon after the Civil War. Be-
fore she died she had founded and
been president of a bank; had estab-
lished an insurance association; and
had organized a civic group—St.
Luke’s—that successfully fostered
black economic development in
Richmond, Virginia. She died in
1934, and her house remained occu-
pied but unchanged for almost 50
years. In the late 1970s, Richmond
leaders asked Congress to make it an
historical site.

After extensive renovation, the
Maggie Walker National Historical
Site will be opened to the public on
Sunday, July 14, a day before the
anniversary of Walker’s birthday.
The NPS did have the funds to reno-
vate the house; however, staffing
the house is another question.

Funds that would allow the NPS
to hire staff—interpreters and oth-
ers—come from a different budget

When Richmond, Virginia, leaders petitioned Congress to name the Maggie Walk-
er house as a national historical site, it was thought that it would take very little
work to put the building in shape. Little did anyone realize that the building
would have to be stripped down to its lathes to be repaired. Under the wallpaper
was a crumbling structure. On July 14, the National Park Service will open the
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and that cupboard is bare. For the
time being, those interested in view-
ing the house will have to schedule a
tour with the NPS.

NATIONAL PARKS JULY/AUGUST 1985

house to the public. Because of a limited budget, however, the schedule after that
has not been determined. Although the house appeared to be in good shape, the
photo above (left) shows the extent of the repairs necessary in the front bedroom.
Right: a view of the same room after renovation.
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Air Pollution: No. 1 Threat
To National Park System

On May 21 and 22, the House Sub-
committee on National Parks and
Recreation held hearings on the in-
creasing problems of air pollution in
all units of the National Park Sys-
tem. Chaired by Representative
Bruce Vento (D-Minn.), the com-
mittee heard testimony on how all
kinds of air pollution—including
acid rain—are destroying the natural
and cultural resources parks are
meant to protect.

“What we are finding,” said
Vento, “is that air pollution repre-

sents the number one threat to the
parks.”

Superintendents from Great
Smoky Mountains, Sequoia-Kings
Canyon, Everglades, Grand Canyon,
and other parks confirmed the ur-
gency of the situation. They told of
how pollution is masking our moun-
tain ranges and eating away the
plant life of our parks.

Senator Max Baucus (D-Mont.),
whose state includes Glacier and
Yellowstone national parks, said,
“Areas such as national parks are
Class I airsheds. Stringent standards
regulate their air quality. But re-
cently, I have become concerned that

Marjory S. Douglas Receives Award Named in Her Honor

Marjory Stoneman Douglas, who has devoted her life to saving the Florida Ever-
glades, accepts the first annual NPCA award named in her honor. “I am very
grateful and happily astonished to receive this award. I pledge that every penny
will be spent to the best possible advantage, especially for the Everglades environ-
ment,” she said during the award ceremony on April 12 at the Society of the Four

Arts Building in Palm Beach, Florida.

NPCA Trustee Gordon Beaham, III (left), president of the Faultless Starch/Bon
Ami Company of Kansas City, Missouri, presented Douglas with $5,000, a certifi-
cate, and an engraved pewter bowl. The Bon Ami Company will sponsor this
award for the next four years. The Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award will be
presented by NPCA each year to an individual who has made an outstanding effort
to protect an area within the National Park System. NPCA President Paul Pritchard
(right), who moderated the ceremony, said that Douglas’s work is an example of
the difference a private citizen can make in environmentalism.
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these special standards may not be
enough.

“These standards protect against
immediate or localized pollutants,
but may not do the job of protecting
national parks from pollutants com-
ing from long distances. | am refer-
ring to acid rain.”

In her wide-ranging testimony,
Susan Buffone, NPCA’s clean air
program coordinator, said, “The
pristine character that distinguishes
these national treasures is being
needlessly squandered—gradually
whittled away to mediocrity.

“The air is being fouled, the acid-
ity is robbing the land and water of
its fertility. The Great Smoky
Mountains may one day be only
smoky. For, once gone from our na-
tional parks, really clean air may be
gone forever.”

Pollution and acid rain, said
Buffone, are killing fish in the wa-
ters off Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore, acidifying high mountain
lakes in Rocky Mountain National
Park, damaging historic monuments
at Gettysburg, destroying red spruce
forests at Great Smokies, and even
corroding the Statue of Liberty.

Almost all of the 225 ponderosa
pine trees studied at Saguaro showed
ozone injury. In addition, Buffone
pointed out that “the 15 copper
smelters in the [southwest] region
contribute approximately 10-30 per-
cent of the total man-made light ex-
tinction in the Golden Circle of na-
tional parks in southern Utah and
northern Arizona. These parks—
Zion, Canyonlands, Mesa Verde,
Bryce, and others—are some of the
most stunning in the system.”

NPCA'’s suggestions for improv-
ing air quality in the parks include:
® Making sure that by December
1985 the Interior Department pub-
lishes its list of integral vistas (views
that are so important to the essence
of a park that the air quality of those
vistas must be protected);
® Collecting baseline data within the
parks so the NPS can determine the
extent of pollution-caused damage;
® Implementing a 12-million-ton
emission reduction program to clean
up the air in the East;
® Clamping down on smelter emis-
sions in the West.
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DON’T SET OUT WITHOUT THEM
-
For more than half a century, the Peterson Field Guides have been the first choice for anyone

who wants a better understanding of the natural world. More than 30 different guides are
available, all prepared under the personal
supervision of Roger Tory Peterson.

p— L ERA  Just two of the authoritative

w_ﬂiﬁlw% Peterson volumes you'll want to pack:

A FIELD GUIDE TO SOUTHWESTERN AND

TEXAS WILDFLOWERS

The most complete and useful book on the subject
available today. From the cacti of the desert to the alpine
blossoms of the mountains, more than 1,500 species are
covered—virtually every type of flowering plant you're
likely to see in the region. $12.95

A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN REPTILES AND
AMPHIBIANS

Just Published—Second Edition, Revised

The classic guide to western lizards, turtles, snakes, sala-
manders, and toads is now better than ever. This new
edition features more detail, newly discovered species,
updated scientific facts, plus expanded coverage, includ-
ing Baja California. $1795, hardcover; $12.95 paper

/Make it a Peterson-
your guide to the
world around you.

For more information on the
Peterson Field Guide Series, write:
Peterson, ¢/o Houghton Mifflin
Company, 2 Park St., Boston,

Massachusetts 02108
Q Houghton Mifflin Company

Houghton Mifflin Compar

Jackets: Robert Anthony, Inc
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Glacier’s Robert Haraden
Wins Second Mather Award

Two years ago NPCA created the
annual Stephen T. Mather Award to
honor public employees who risk
their careers to protect the environ-
ment. This year’s winners include
people who have taken positions on
issues against the orders of their su-
periors, lost jobs or promotions, or
have been forced into early retire-
ment. Because of their commitment,
encroaching development was
halted, pollution was controlled, and
the public was informed and in-
volved in issues that have long-term
consequences for the health of our
environment and our society.
Robert Haraden, the 1985 national
winner, is superintendent of Glacier
National Park. He won the $1,000
Mather Award because of his con-
tinued support for park resources.
An example is his willingness to go
public with criticism of OMB direc-
tive A-76, which instructed the Na-
tional Park Service to contract out a
variety of park maintenance respon-
sibilities to the private sector. NPS
professionals strongly opposed the
directive, but Haraden was the only

Glacier Superintendent Robert
Haraden (above) was willing to testify
before Congress against the plan to
contract out park jobs.
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superintendent willing to testify
against it. Because of his efforts,
Congress passed legislation that re-
stricted the use of A-76.

There were six regional winners,
all of whom risked their futures for
their principles:
® Gaylord L. Inman, refuge manager
for the Brigantine National Wildlife
Refuge in New Jersey, led the fight
against the development of 15,000
residential units along the refuge
boundary. He also resisted the intro-
duction of hunting and trapping into
the refuge. For his efforts he was
forced into early retirement.
® Roger Contor, NPS regional direc-
tor for Alaska, resisted attempts to
open Alaska’s parks to sport hunting
and inappropriate development.
® Midwest regional winner John
Winters, chief of water quality for
the State of Indiana, worked for im-
proved water quality throughout his
career, fighting the repeal of clean
water legislation each year.
® Joseph 1. Gill, chief of the Coastal
Wetlands Division of the Missis-
sippi Bureau of Marine Resources,
risked his job to protect coastal wet-
lands by denying ecologically dam-
aging dredging permits in the face of
extreme political pressure.
® Felix Smith, environmental assess-
ment specialist for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, alerted the public
to heavy metal contamination at
Kesterson Wildlife Refuge in Cali-
fornia. Despite threats to his career
he documented the contamination,
which was caused by irrigation run-
off from a Bureau of Reclamation
project, and educated the public and
administrators of the Fish and Wild-
life Service.
® Joyce Kelly was chief of
Recreation, Cultural and Wilderness
Resources Division for the Bureau of
Land Management. Her nomination
by 18 environmental organizations
attests to her good work. She insti-
tuted valuable conservation policies,
created training courses and out-
reach programs, and worked against
environmentally harmful BLM pro-
grams in the face of constant resis-
tance as well as staff and budget cuts
for her department. She is currently
working for the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

Custer Park Takes Stand
To Preserve Battle Site

Custer Battlefield National Monu-
ment is divided in two segments by
private lands, which developers are
eyeing for possible purchase. One
300-acre plot, in particular, is for
sale; and park officials fear that this
plot will be lost to development.

The land lies adjacent to the bat-
tlefield where cavalry officers Reno
and Benteen tried to hold off ad-
vancing Sioux and Cheyenne forces.
It offers unmatched views of that
battlefield and undoubtedly con-
tains historic artifacts from the time
of the siege.

Recent archeological discoveries at
the site of the Battle of the Little
Bighorn—where Sitting Bull, Crazy
Horse, and their warriors over-
whelmed Custer and his 7th Cavalry
in 1876—have turned up artifacts
that broaden our understanding of
the battle. The National Park Ser-
vice’s 1985 archeological survey crew
have found more than 1,300 items (a
record number), including the eye
piece for a telescope, cartridge cases,
a cavalry boot, picket pins for teth-
ering horses, a brass Indian bracelet,
and clasp knives.

Ballistic studies of battlefield dis-
coveries tell archeologists what
kinds of rifles were used, provide
new information on how many Indi-
ans had rifles, and make clear the
positions of the various forces. The
NPS fears that with the sale and
development of private lands be-
tween the battlefield sites a part of
history will be lost.
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Court Decision Would Cut

Yampa’s Flow in Dinosaur
The Yampa River, which winds
through the deep recesses of Yampa
Canyon in Dinosaur National Mon-
ument, is the last undammed major
tributary of the Colorado River. But
a recent Colorado district court deci-
sion could alter the river’s free-flow-
ing and unregulated nature through
Dinosaur.

The court denied applications for
minimum in-stream flow rights.
This action could pave the way for
dam projects and dam-controlled
water levels.

In response, the federal govern-
ment filed for a motion to alter and
amend the court’s decision in favor
of the Colorado River Water Con-
servation District (CRWCD). The
U.S. government says that Dinosaur
National Monument needs a certain
minimum amount of water for three
basic reasons:

1. to sustain endangered species of
fish;

2. to ensure healthy riparian ecosys-
tems, and;

3. to maintain recreational rafting.
Scientific research completed for
the National Park Service shows that
minimum instream flows are needed
to maintain riparian vegetation and

endangered species of fish, such as
the humpback chub. Yet, CRWCD
based its court arguments not on the
amount of water needed for endan-

gered species, but on the fact that
recreational rafting needs were not
part of Dinosaur’s enabling legisla-
tion. The water district also claims
that there would be adequate flows
for the endangered fish.

CRWCD is the primary sponsor
of the controversial Juniper-Cross
Mountain dam project that has been
proposed for the Yampa River. Col-
orado-Ute, the regional utility com-
pany and the project’s cosponsor,
withdrew its support in 1982. They
said the project was economically
unfeasible. Recent studies indicate
that the demand for electrical power
in that area has declined.

Although CRWCD has now
dropped the Cross Mountain dam
project, it may proceed with plans
for the Juniper dam. In addition, the
application for construction and
development of the Juniper-Cross
Mountain project is still pending be-
fore the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC). The Environ-
mental Defense Fund has filed a mo-
tion with FERC to dismiss that
application.

A more permanent alternative to
protect the free-flowing Yampa is to
designate it as a Wild and Scenic
River. Reaching Wild and Scenic
River status would require a long
political process in Congress; but it
is one of the best chances environ-
mentalists have to protect the
Yampa River.

The problem on the Yampa River

Over the millennia, the Yampa River
(above) cut a dramatic canyon through
what is now Dinosaur National Monu-
ment, which straddles the borders of
Colorado and Utah. A recent court de-
cision could threaten the Yampa'’s sta-
tus as the last free-flowing tributary of
the Colorado River.

GaME FisH OF THE
ROCKY MOUNTAINS
A Guide to Identification
and Habitat

by De Miche! Pyosn

map - 6" x 9"
ISBN 0-87358-372-8 - SC $6.95

ISBN 0-87358-349-3 - SC $9.95
ISBN 0-87358-365-5 - HC $14.95

FROM NORTHLAND PRESS (¥8) i

The Trumpeter Swan

I Wi

t and Photography by Skylar Hamsen

THE TRUMPETER SWAN
GAME FISH OF THE ROCKY TRAINS OF DISCOVERY Text and photographs by
MOUNTAINS by Alfred Runte Skylar Hansen
by Dr. Michel Pijoan 96 pages - 16 color, 50 b&w photos 84 pages - 50 color photos
80 pages - 11 color illustrations map - 9" x 77%" map - bibliography - 9" x 774"

ISBN 0-87358-357-4 - SC $9.95
ISBN 0-87358-358-2 - HC $22.00

Please send me

_ plus $1.25 shipping
and handling per book. (Arizona residents please add
5% sales tax.)

Enclosed is my check/MO for $
Please charge the book(s) to my
MC VISA American Express

Cardnumber
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Signature _________
Ship to:
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Address
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... a priceless commodity
in todays marketplace.

The information re-
sources of the US Govern-
ment are available at a
Depository Library near
you. Without charge.

For the location of the
Federal Depository Li-
brary in your area, con-
tact your local library or
write to the Federal
Depository Library Pro-
gram, Office of the Public
Printer, Washington, DC
20401.

Information

Federal Depository
Library Program

This program is supported by The Advertising Council and 1s a
public service of this publication

NATIONAL PARKS CHALLENGE:
The Colorado Plateau Project

Join NPCA’s Rocky Mountain Rep. Terri
Martin on an educational adventure
through Utah’s red-rock Canyon Country
and discover the beauty of some of our
most spectacular national parks—Zion,
Capitol Reef, Canyonlands—and the seri-
ous threats posed by strip mines, power
plants, and a nuclear waste dump. This
six-week course includes field seminars
and backpacking as well as meetings with
resource specialists. Course date: Sept. 9—
Oct. 18. Tuition: $710 (approved for
credit)

Wildlands Research Institute
3 Mosswood Circle
Cazadero, Ca. 95421

707-632-5665
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is only one of a number of western
water rights issues. The various fac-
tions—federal, state, and local agen-
cies as well as environmental orga-
nizations and private companies—
involved in these questions must
reach a consensus on water policy
and strategy.

Ben Harding, NPCA’s National
Park Action Program representative
for Dinosaur National Monument,
said, “The time for action is right
now, before this case or any other
western water issues reach crisis
proportions.”

Although there are no simple so-
lutions to the water conflicts that
continue to proliferate in the West,
Interior Secretary Donald Hodel
said, “If we sit back and do nothing
now, we will face—at the very
least—local or regional crises in the
future.”

—Kirsten Bevinetto, NPCA intern

Yosemite’s Merced River
A Target for Dam Project

From its origins in the high Sierra,
the Merced River flows through the
heart of Yosemite National Park.
The South Fork follows the southern
boundary of the park and flows
through the Wawona area; and the
Main Fork cleaves Yosemite Valley,
providing a focal point for El Portal,
which is fast becoming adminis-
trative headquarters for the national
park.

Both forks of the Merced River,
however, have been under scrutiny
for hydroelectric projects. Dams and
diversion tunnels are being proposed
for areas just outside the park in the
Sierra National Forest, which is ad-
ministered by the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice.

NPCA opposes development in
these areas because it would
threaten park wildlife, cultural re-
sources, recreational values, and sce-
nic vistas—particularly along the
popular Arch Rock entrance to the
park. If the river were designated as
Wild and Scenic, however, it would
be protected from these develop-
ment plans.

Recently, the Merced Irrigation
District (MID) abandoned its South
Fork proposal because it did not

prove economically viable and be-
cause the project stirred up too much
controversy. But this good news is
tempered by indications that MID is
interested in selling their engineer-
ing studies to another prospective
developer.

The Main Fork is another story.
The Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) recently ac-
cepted the Main Fork project for re-
view. This acceptance signals the be-
ginning of the licensing review
process.

The Main Fork project proposes a
10-foot-high movable dam that
would divert water from the river
into a 3.7-mile-long tunnel and
through a 22-megawatt turbine be-
fore being returned to the natural
riverbed.

The diversion would begin just
outside the national park; and ap-
proximately 650 cubic feet of water
per second would be skirted around
the El Portal section of the river.
Thus, the natural flow of the Mer-
ced River—plus scenic vistas and
recreational opportunities—would
be degraded along a most critical
stretch of the river.

The Forest Service at the Sierra
National Forest is currently evaluat-
ing the Merced for Wild and Scenic
River status. In addition, Congress-
man Tony Coelho (D-Calif.), whose
district contains the Merced, is con-
sidering a Merced Wild and Scenic
River bill.

According to Steve Whitney,
NPCA'’s natural resources coordi-
nator, “The Merced River issue
presents a real opportunity for our
membership to provide us with di-
rect and timely assistance. Both the
Forest Service and Congressman
Coelho need to know that the entire
river system deserves Wild and Sce-
nic status, and that it is unacceptable
to trade away national park values
for poorly conceived development
proposals.”

To support Wild and Scenic River
status for the Merced, write Super-
visor Jim Boynton, Sierra National
Forest, 1139 O Street, Room 3017,
Fresno, California; and Represen-
tative Tony Coelho, 403 Cannon
House Office Building, Washington,
D.C. 20515.
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The world through
nature tOUrs.

Travel with a purpose.

Search out plants and animals, birds and
flowers. Explore rain forests, mountains and
tundra, seashores, lakes and swamps. With
Questers you have ample time to photograph,
absorb, reflect. Your guide is a naturalist, tour
parties are small, accommodations first-class.

Our current Directory of Worldwide Nature
Tours describes tours to: In the Americas—
Okefenokee, Alaska, Hawaii, Canadian Rock-
ies, Churchill, Mexico, Amazon, Patagonia,
Galapagos, Peru. In Asia—Nepal, Bhutan, Sri
Lanka, Japan. In Australasia—New Zealand,
Australia, Papua New Guinea. In Africa—
Madagascar, Mauritius, Kenya. In Europe—
Iceland, Greece, Ireland, Switzerland, Scot-
land.

Learn and discover with Questers. Write or
call today for your free copy of the Directory of
Worldwide Nature Tour/s.

QUESTERS
Worldwide Nature Tours

Dept. NPC, 257 Park Avenue South
New York, NY 10010 « (212) 673-3120

ALASKA
DISCOVERY

Alaska's oldest and most respected guiding
company offers wilderness adventures by kayak,
canoe, raft, backpack and skis. Completely
outfitted expeditions into the wilds of Glacier Bay,
Admiralty Island, W. Chichagof, Russell Fjord,
Tatshenshini/Alsek and Stikine rivers. Group
and specialty trips for photographers, fisher-
men. University credit available. Experienced,
certified Alaskan guides. Limited party size.

For information write P.O. Box 26NP, Gustavus,
AK 99826. Phone (907) 697-2257.

The BATEAU
by DEVA

A 19th century work shirt re-

patterned for today's men

and women. A generous cut
and shoulder gussers provide

\ superb comfort and freedom

* of movement.

.\, Offered in: Narural ® Navy

Brown e Liloc ® Plum @ Purple

Black @ Grey @ White ® Russet

$24 Postpaid and Guaranteed
State bust/chest and hip measurements

DEVA, a cottage industry
Box EABB, Burkittsville, MD 21718

M/CVISA orders: (301) 473-4900

CATALOGUE & SWATCHES 50 cenrs

With Folbot
eExplore streams,
rivers, lakes
and sea coasts.
*Quiet, comfortable,
easy paddling.
*Quality construction
for years of
trouble-free use.
*Much more stable
than a canoe or kayak.
®Perfect for cruising,
fishing. and family fun.
Folding boat from  $689
Rigid boat from $645
Boat Kits from $359
Single & 2-seat models.

“ £ SR

A gripping, 2 hour aerial adventure
you'll never forget.

Five years in the making, this life-like videotape
takes you on the most thrilling panoramic flight
ever recorded of the Grand Canyon. You'll shoot
the rapids and soar through narrow gorges to
breath-taking music. A must for every VCR li-
brary. Available in VHS or Beta — $49.95,

Hi-Fi or Stereo — $59.95

Send check or money order to:

Norman Beerger Productions ®

3217 S. Arville Street

Las Vegas, Nevada 89102 702-876-2328

Postage and handling included along with Grand
Canyon map and route of l;ghi and geological
data. Dealer inquiries invited.

Sailing rigs available. i
Affordable Quality — Factory Direct Price
Since 1935
r Send $1.00 for color catalog -I
' (mailed First Class) '
| Folbot, Inc. |
| P.O. Box 70877, Dept. NP785 |
] Charleston, SC 29405-0877 |
' Name I
‘ Address I
| A
City State Zip |
Bei—————— iy -
o
e
! p&obo
o\

Alaska Discovery
Norman Beerger
Productions

Canadian Government
Publishing Centre

oo

O

[0 Deva Natural Clothes
[0 Flamingo Lodge
(J Florida Division of Tourism
O Folbot, Inc.
0 Houghton Mifflin Company
[0 Northland Press
O Questers Tours & Travel
Name
Address
City
State Zip

Send to: National Parks, Advertising
Office, Ten Beech St.,
Berea, OH 44017
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__Classifieds

75¢ per word—minimum $12.00. Send copy with check
to Classified Advertising Manager, National Parks, 10
Beech Street, Berea, OH 44017, or call 216/243-8250.

W'I’“ravel / Talrs ]

TURQUOISE COAST OF TURKEY: Escorted tours to
Greco-Roman archeological sites, charming villages, re-
mote islets by motor-ketch. Outfitters for Sierra Club,
etc. WILDERNESS WORLD, PO. Box 310, Flagstaff,

AZ 86002. (602) 774-6468.

NEW ZEALAND/AUSTRALIA WALKABOUTS: Es-
corted and independent hiking and nature tours. New
Zealand's scenic National Parks and Milford Track; Aus-
tralia’s Outback and Great Barrier Reef. PACIFIC EX-
PLORATION CO., Box 3042-W, Santa Barbara, CA
93130. (805) 687-7282.

DEATH VALLEY and MOJAVE DESERT: Guided
camping safaris via 4-wheel drive vehicles. Scheduled
and custom tours. Brochures. DESERT TRAILS TOURS,
PO. Box 1923, Barstow, CA 92311. (619) 256-3430.

ALLAGASH CANOE TRIPS. Wilderness adventure in
Maine and Canada. Trips for teens, adults, families.
Brochure. Warren Cochrane, Box 713, Greenville, Maine
04441.

EXPLORE ANASAZI ARCHEOLOGY. Birding, Ecology
of Zion, Bryce, Monument Valley. Small Camping
Groups. Our 17th year. LEARNING ADVENTURES,
1556 Georgia, Boulder City, NV 89005.

TRAVELING TO YELLOWSTONE PARK? 1985 Guide-
book. Accommodations, Rate, Sights, Tours, Maps, Pho-
tos, 92 pages. $6.95 postpaid. RSG Publications, Dept.
NP, 205 South Main, Livingston, MT 59047.

WPublications

HIKING BOOKS and MAPS. Select from over 400

worldwide titles. Free catalog. Footprints, PO. Box 3191,
Dept. N, Boulder, CO 80307.

rapids. Ages 14 and up. Contact 945 Pennsylvania St.,
Dept. NP-85, Denver, Colorado 80203. (303) 837-0880.

“BACKPACK HIKING"” You'll enjoy this valuable out-
door book. Send $2.00: Merit, Box 20834, Baltimore,
Maryland 21209.

Merchandise

DINOSAUR TRACKS; INDIAN Arrowheads and Tools;
Rare fossils; Beautiful gemstones. Request specific free
catalogs. Cornell, 383 Union, Springfield, MA 01105.

SMOKEY BEAR/WOODSY OWL. FREE catalog. Jew-
elry, T-shirts, Toys, Patches, Gifts, More. Box 3524A,
Moscow, Idaho 83843.

- Schools

ANTIOCH/NEW ENGLAND GRADUATE PRO-
GRAMS: Combines coursework and internship; individ-
ualized approach. MASTER OF SCIENCE IN TEACH-
ING/ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES: Coursework
includes: ecological theory, environmental science, field
ecology (ornithology, geology, botany), political econo-
my of environmental issues, environmental education
philosophy, etc. Teacher Certification available. MAS-
TER OF SCIENCE IN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT:
interdisciplinary work in Environmental Science, Orga-
nization and Management. Prepares individuals for lead-
ership of organizations involved in management of envi-
ronmental resources. Further information contact:
ANTIOCH/NEW ENGLAND GRADUATE SCHOOL,
BOX NP, KEENE, N.H. 03431. 603/357-3122.

National Park Service approved Seasonal Law Enforce-
ment Ranger Training Academy, 7 week, 300-hour pro-
grams starting Oct. 7 through Nov. 22, 1985, and March
17 through May 2, 1986. Weekend Academy Jan. 11
through April 26, 1986. Contact Stephen R. Dodd, Cuya-
hoga Community College, 11000 Pleasant Valley Rd.,
Parma, Ohio 44130 or (216) 842-6565 for registration
materials.

COLORADO OUTWARD BOUND SCHOOL. Outdoor
excitement in the Rockies, Utah canyonlands, and on the

Real Estate/Rentals

FOR SALE. Holly Hill Wild Life Refuge. Historic Spot-
sylvania County, Virginia. 68 acres Piedmont near wil-
derness, 16 acres pasture. House, barn, kennel, shop, 2
ponds. Protected Virginia scenic easement. Blue Ridge 50
miles, Fredericksburg 20, Charlottesville 60, Richmond
30, Washington 75. Contact: Holly Hill Wild Life Ref-
uge, Route 1, Box 1090, Partlow, Virginia 22524.
703/895-5704.

Bed & Breakfast

BED AND BREAKFAST GET-AWAYS—Offer hikers,
cyclists, fishermen, whale watchers, sightseers old world
hospitality with a western flavor. Delightful accommo-
dations, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California, British
Columbia. Double: $25-$45 including full breakfast. Free
brochure: SASE NORTHWEST BED AND BREAK-
FAST, 7707 SW Locust St., Portland, OR 97223. (503)
246-8366.

Resorts/Ranches

LOS PINOS RANCH. Cowles, New Mexico, near Santa
Fe, Pecos Wilderness. Accommodates 16 in relaxed at-
mosphere. June to October. No poisonous snakes, scor-
pions, mosquitoes. Magnificent riding, trips, trout, ex-
cellent food. Address: 13 Craig Road, Morristown, NJ
07960; May to September, Rt. 3, Box 8, Tererro, NM
87573.

VIRGIN ISLANDS. 12 beautiful private homes in peace-
ful St. John, surrounded by national park, completely
furnished. Sleep 2 to 12. summer rates from $400 for 2.
Imbrie, Box 426, St. John, USVI 00830. (809) 776-6680.

Miscellaneous

INVENTIONS, ideas, new products wanted! Industry
presentation/national exposition. Call free 1-800-528-
6050. Ext. 831.

DESIGN, DETAIL & TECHNOLOGY....
introducing the PEREGR'NE

S

ever conceived.

by A4ontejjiana

The Peregrine incorporates new innovations in design, materials and systems that
make itthe most comfortable, advanced, state of the art, lightweight hiking boot

To acheive ideal sole flexibility and yet maintain optimum torsional rigidity, we
X utilize a Flex Rib™ Shank(1) extending from arch to toe, made of special nylon Surlyn
~ compound. We have used this Innovation in our technical climbing boots
with tremendous success!

In place of the conventional heavy steel shank, which can
rust and break, we use a nylon shank (2) that is light
weight and very strong.

Therubberlug sole features an EVA insert(3) extending

from heelto arch. This provides controlled shock absorb-

tion while the overall stability of the boot is maintained.
We offer this boot with the best insole system (4) available
today. Superfeet® is a system which is the result of 12 years research

and developmentbythe world's leading specialists in sports medicine. The Superfeet
Sport™ is the first Inshoe System™ that is designed to: reduce foot injuries, absorb
shock, increase comfort and improve performance.

The upper is made of top grade, full grain leather, smooth side out, featuring a one
piece design (5) with a bellows tongue closure. The overall durability of the boot is
enhanced substantially as there are no seams or overlapping leather parts exposed. A
rubber toe guard (6) prevents wear. Padded ankle and tongue sections assure com-
fort. Fully leather lined.

For more information, please contact your nearest backpacking specialty shop or
write us for a free Montelliana Cataloque: Brenco Enterprises, Inc., Dept. 10, 7835
So. 180th Street, Kent, WA 98032.




Members
___cComer___ ,
!

Summer is a good time to catch up

on some reading. To add to your

summer reading list, NPCA would

like to reintroduce several books

that we have offered in the past,

' along with a new book recently pub-
lished by NPCA.

National Parks in Crisis contains a
selection of papers presented at
NPCA’s 1981 conference held in
Wyoming. Distinguished citizens
and conservation leaders dissect the
scope, complexity, and gravity of the
crises facing America’s National
Park System. $13.95.

Greenline Parks: Land Conservation
Trends for the Eighties and Beyond
defines both the complex concepts
and the practical steps necessary for

VIEWS OF THE
GREEN
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landscape protection by using meth-
ods that do not depend on acqui-
sition. This report was first pre-
sented at an international conference
in Germany in 1983. $9.95.

The Moore House was the first his-
toric building to be restored by the
National Park Service. The report by
Charles E. Peterson was the progeni-
tor of all reports on historic struc-
tures prepared by the NPS during
the past 50 years. The Moore House is
a significant document in the history
of the American preservation move-
ment. It contains numerous photo-
graphs and step-by-step descrip-
tions of the restoration. $8.45.

World National Parks: Progress and
Opportunities is a compilation of
writings and research papers that
represent 21 nations. The book was
published in Belgium and presented
as a token of gratitude to the United
States on the centennial of the cre-

ation of Yellowstone National Park
in 1972. Topics include history, ma-
rine parks, and scientific research,
and combine to make fascinating
reading. $9.95.

Views of the Green has just been
published by NPCA. Its brings to-
gether the diverse park perspectives
of European and American conser-
vation leaders who attended NPCA’s
German Conference in 1983.

The book explores the differences
in carrying capacity, land availabil-
ity, philosophy, and private citizen
participation, along with conserva-
tion history as both groups explore
conservation ideas.

Views of the Green makes good
reading for people interested in park
policy, or for those who are planning
a nature trip through Europe. $9.95.

To order, write: Membership Co-
ordinator, NPCA, 1701 18th St.
N.W.,, Washington, D.C. 20009.

Expert, Free-Wheeling, Candid Idea
Exchanges on National Parks Preservation

RESW Vivis of the Green

Presentations from New Directions for the Conservation of Parks
An International Working Conference
Edited by Paul C. Pritchard, President, NPCA

Nevee from NPCA!
Only $9.95 Paperback

““ Every reader will benefit

Read the candid exchanges, the working pa-
pers of more than 40 internationally renowned
conservationists from North America and both
Western and Eastern Europe. Their goal in this
1983 conference: to exchange and integrate pres-
ervation ideas for national parks.

Don’t miss this unique compilation in our age

of “environmental transition.” Find out why
changing the habitat in newly created European
national parks is the first goal toward nature con-
servation . . . how England, Germany, Canada,
and the United States view recreational uses of
parks . . . what resolutions the experts agreed
upon . .. and more.

T TO ORDER, MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! ws ws wm wn wm W W o o

Mail with your payment to: NPCA, Dept. MD, 1701 18th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009

from these discussions @ Please send me copies of Views of the Green (paperback) at $9.95 m -
among EuropeanandAmer- © Name Ienclose $ 1
ican advocates of both the ¥ Address 4
similarities and differences B city State Zip i
in national park concept. "’ N i
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—Park Portfolia___

The Channel Islan

S

O n a clear day, the Chan-

nel Islands—that wind-
swept group of islands just off
the coast of southern Califor-
nia—appear to be only a
stone’s throw away from the
mainland, and in sun they
seem to beckon us nearer yet.
But when the weather shifts
and fog swirls in soft haloes
around them, the islands re-
cede into the distance, assum-
ing a brooding and forbidding
countenance.

Accessible only by boat, the
islands are miles yet eons
away from the crowds, the
noise, the frenzy. Birds and
seals are the only throngs

46

here, the murmur of wind and
waves the only sounds, and a
change of weather the only
restive element in the serenity
of island life.

Once in the Santa Barbara
Channel, we become an inte-
gral part of that strange island
world, whose beauty lies in
stark simplicity. One with na-
ture, we are exposed and vul-
nerable to its laws, quixotic
though they sometimes seem
to be. Although sunny days
are frequent, there is always
the chance that a fog may de-
scend or a storm may sudden-
ly break. And the wind must
always have its wanton way.

Peter Howorth

But these elements only en-
hance the mysterious elegance
of the islands. And when the
waves swell, the breakers
crash, and the foghorn blares
its melancholy warning, we
realize that there is one thing
here that is more pervasive,
more dominant than the
weather. It molds the islands,
affects the habits of the island
life, and nourishes all. That
tyrant and benefactor is the
sea—and its dominion is total.

Excerpted from Channel Islands: The Story
Behind the Scenery, written by Peter C.
Howorth; KC Publications, Box 14883, Las Ve-
gas, NV 89114. $3.95 postpaid.
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Thomas Cowell

The whiskers of the harbor seal opposite are so sensi-
tive that they can pick up sound vibrations underwa-
ter; and his huge eyes allow him to spot prey in dim
ocean light. The nudibranch at top is an elegant sea
slug with a mane of exposed gills. Above, the island
kelpfish camouflages itself with color. And, at right,
the strawberry anemone looks like a flower, but is
actually a voracious animal.
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F 200 mile per hour speed A Pet building

when it dives. But the per- high above
egrine falcon cannot survive | Gateway Arch National Park

alone against the ravages of and the Mississippi River.

a threatening environment. In this lofty sanctuary,
Now an endangered three peregrines a year will

species, falcons need help. be reared. And hopefully

And employees of Pet Incor- | this swiftest of all winged

porated in Saint Louis have creatures will grace Midwest

joined the fight to save skies once again.

PET

An iC Industries Company




