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A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

Today I left footprints on the ocean floor... 

Tide times vary daily. 

The world's highest tides. Some of the oldest mountoins on the plonet 
Rivers thot stretch from breothtoking to beautiful! Whales, dunes, 
wildlife and a whole lot more. From the preserved sanctuaries of our 
National and Provincial Parks to spectacular natural sites, we welcome 
you to discover the wonder next door in New Brunswick Canada! 

Experience 
the Bay of 
Fundy... One 
of the Marine 
Wonders of 
the World! 
The world's highest tides? 
That's right, they happen 
right here, twice 
a day, every day, in 
New Brunswick's Bay 
of Fundy! You can actually 

walk on the ocean floor and then just six hours later, you can 
kayak above the very same spot! The tides rise and fall the 
height of a small building on a daily basis! They carve massive 
flowerpot rocks and expose millions of years of evolution with 
sedimentary rock and fossils. 

It's an amazing Natural Wonder to witness but that's not all! 
The tides attract an awesome show of wildlife... some of the 
best whale-watching on Canada's East Coast and countless 
shorebirds reeling above the coast! 

Tour Two Spectacular 
National Parks! 
New Brunswick is home to two of Canada's 
National Parks. In Fundy National Park, 
the world's highest tides host a rich marine 
ecosystem, teeming with birds and all 
kinds of plant life. From lush inland 
forests to towering seaside cliffs, 
it's 80 square miles 
(206 square kilometres) 
of wonder! 

Hike nearly 78 miles (125 kilometres) of incredible trails past 
hidden waterfalls, through deep river valleys and along 
awesome coastal vistas. Relax in a heated saltwater pool, take 
in a round of golf and learn the mysteries of the Bay of Fundy 
at the interpretation centre. And stay the night in first-class 
camping facilities. 

One of the wonders of the Acadian coast is Kouchibouguac 
National Park! Endless stretches of sand dunes, fragile grasslands, 
and incredibly warm water are the hallmarks of this park. 
Kayak past a herd of seals sunning on a sandbar. Follow a 
series of boardwalks to some of the warmest saltwater north of 
Virginia! The water is so warm that the lagoon here has been 
known to reach up to a high of 78.8°F (26°C)I A birdwatcher's 
delight of pristine forests, sprawling nesting grounds for hundreds 
of species of birds, in a near-perfectly preserved ecosystem. 

Provincial Parks, Natural Sites 
and Endless Trails... 
From touring the oldest mountain 
range in North America to 
canoeing the mighty Miramichi, 
New Brunswick has nine provincial 
parks, countless natural sites, 
incredible inland rivers and 
waterways, plus a vast network of ^i^m^^^^^^^^^ 
trails to take you to each and every wonder! Experience one 
of the last remaining sand dunes on the northeastern coast of 
North America at the Irving Eco-Centre, La Dune de Bouctouche. 
Explore the sandy coast of Miscou Island, where the oldest 
wooden lighthouse in the Maritimes is still in operation. 

And there's more! Stroll down historic 
city streets. Enjoy fabulous lobster dinners, 
shopping for local crafts and a vibrant 
nightlife pulsing with live entertainment! 
And from four-star hotels to seaside BBB's, 
we have all the modern amenities you 
need to round out your vacation! 

It's a world of Natural Wonder and it's 
waiting to welcome you next door in 
New Brunswick, Canada! 

Tomorrow I'll open a door to a world of Natural Wonder, 
next door in New Brunswick, Canada! 

-«^ New y?g Nouveau * 
Brunswick 

C A N A D A 
Visit us on-line or call for your FREE 

New Brunswick Vacation Planning Kit 

vwA/vJourismNewBrunswick.ca/Parl<s 
1 800 561-0123 
CfieYjV out our neighbours at 

www.TourismNaAfimnswia\.ca/Na'ghbours 

http://www.TourismNaAfimnswia/.ca/Na'ghbours
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Return of the Swift Fox 
The smallest canid carnivore in 
North America will again roam 
Badlands National Park in South 
Dakota thanks to a three-year 
reintroduction effort at the park. 
By Todd Wilkinson 

The Forecast: 
Hazy Skies Continue 
The president's Clear Skies 
Initiative has been presented as 
the solution to dirty air in our 
national parks, but conservation
ists say it will fall far short of pro
tecting our parks and the health 
of American citizens. 
By Rob Schulthesis 

Labor of Love 
Thousands of people across the 
country volunteer their time to 
help the underfunded Park 
Service with duties that range 
from cataloguing species and pet-
roglyphs to clearing trails. 
By Phyllis Mcintosh 

Cover: An adult swift fox surveys 
its surroundings from a badger 
hole in a northern Montana 
prairie. 
Photo by Jeff Henry. 
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O U T L O O K 

C l e a r i n g the Air 
The president's Clear Skies Initiative will not improve the 

conditions in the parks faster than existing laws. 

Recently, I traveled to 
Shenandoah National 

Park with my family to 
enjoy a hike. It was an 
unusually clear day, and 
the views from the his
toric overlooks along 
Skyline Drive were crisp 
and clear. They were so 
clear you could almost imagine the out
line of the Washington Monument in 
the far distance. The views at Shen
andoah at one time stretched all the way 
to Washington, D.C, but it has been 
more than seven decades since that was a 
possibility. Those crystal days are few 
and far between, and may become even 
rarer over the next few years—especially 
if the Bush administration is successful 
in pushing its Clear Skies Initiative, now 
stalled in Congress (see story, page 26). 

Shenandoah is a remarkable slice of 
southern Appalachian natural history 
and beauty. The park supports a rich mix 
of mountain forests and streams, out
standing wildlife habitat, artifacts that 
testify to prehistoric and more recent 
cultures, a wide range of historic build
ings as well as those built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, and a dazzling 
array of recreation opportunities. It is the 
destination of choice for 1.5 million 
people each year. 

But beneath its magnificence, Shen
andoah is a park in jeopardy. It is one of 
the nations five most polluted parks. In 
fact, the park's dirty air has earned it a 
slot on NPCA's Ten Most Endangered 
National Parks list. 

As part of the National Parks Legacy 
project, the president promised to elimi

nate haze from the na
tional parks. Clear Skies 
will not improve the con
ditions in the parks faster 
than existing laws and 
may make air quality in 
some parks even worse. 
The Bush administration 
also promised to listen to 

the concerns of communities and restore 
and renew the national parks, but has 
not yet done so. 

A power plant has been proposed five 
miles outside of Shenandoah National 
Park—that plant will almost certainly 
affect the air of the park as well as the 
community that surrounds it, yet the 
administrations Clear Skies Initiative 
and the elimination of a program called 
New Source Review all but stifle the 
Park Service's voice in what effect these 
plants will have on our nation's most sig
nificant treasures. 

On one hand, the administration 
encourages the Park Service to engage 
with communities that surround the 
parks and understand how these areas 
are inextricably linked; on the other, the 
administration errs on the side of disem-
powering its own agency. 

The administration has a clear re
sponsibility to protect these incredible 
places as well as the health of the human 
population. By ignoring the advice of its 
own citizens and agencies, and by weak
ening the Clean Air Act, the administta-
tion is not fulfilling its role as the stew
ard of the land and its people. 

Thomas C. Kiernan 
President 
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A floor lamp that spreads 
sunshine all over a room 
The Balanced Spectrum" poor lamp brings many of the benefits 
of natural daylight indoors for glare-free lighting that's 
perfect for a variety of indoor activities...now available for under $100! 

E ver since the first human went into 
a dark cave and built afire, people 
have realized the importance of proper 

indoor ligliting. Unfortunately, since Edison 
invented the light bulb, lighting technology has 
remained relatively prehistoric. Modern light fix
tures do little to combat many symptoms of 
improper lighting, such as eyestrain, dryness or 
burning. As more and more of us spend longer 
hours in front of a computer monitor, the results 
are compounded. And the effects of indoor light
ing are not necessarily limited to physical zoell 
being. Many people believe that the quantity 
and quality of light can play a part in one's 
mood and work performance. Now, there's a 
better way to bring the positive benefits of natu
ral sunlight indoors. 

The Balanced Spectrum" floor lamp will 
change the way you see and feel about your 
living or work spaces. Studies show that sun
shine can lift your mood and your energy levels, 

but as we all know the 
sun, unfortunately, does 
not always shine. So to 
bring the benefits of 
natural daylight indoors, 
use the floor lamp that 
simulates the full spec
trum of daylight. You 
will see with more clarity 
and enjoyment as this 
lamp provides sharp 
visibility for close tasks 
and reduces eyestrain. 

Its 27-watt compact 
bulb is the equivalent 
to a 150-watt ordinary 
light bulb. This makes 
it perfect for activities 
such as reading, writ
ing, sewing, needle
point, and especially 
for aging eyes. 

Bigger isn't always 
better. We've looked 
at lots of lights, but this 
one offered the benefit 
of dual light levels of 27 
and 18 watts of power. 

Use the 
Balanced 
Spectrum" 
floor lamp... 

You don t need 

the Sun to get 

many of the natural 

benefits of daylight 

• Replicates the true spectrum 
of natural sunlight 

• See with clarity and enjoyment 

• Creates natural, glare-free light 

• Dual position switch for 27 and 18 
watts of power is equivalent to ISO 
and 100-watt incandescent bulb 

• Provides sharp visibility 

• Elevating and luminous 

• Flexible gooseneck design 

• Instant-on, flicker-free light 

What's the difference 
w i t h Balanced Spectrum"'? 

The value of a light source is measured by how 

well it renders all colors of the visible spectrum 

without bias. The Color Rendering Index (CRI) is 

measured on a scale of 1-100. The bulb used 

in the Balanced Spectrum" lamp is an excep

tional light source with a CRI of 84. This will 

provide better vision and energy savings 

through a full spectrum of light with a brighter 

bluish tint verses the same area 

lit by lighting with more of 

an orange or reddish tint. 

Height as shown: 50' 

...and when you 
need a source 
of natural light 
for close-up tasks 

There are bigger, higher wattage lights, but 
that doesn't make them perfect for reading or 
close work. This lamp has a flexible gooseneck 
design for maximum efficiency, with an 
"Instant On" switch that is flicker-free. The 
high-tech electronics, user-friendly design, 
and bulb that lasts five times longer than an 
ordinary bulb make this product a must-have. 

This l ight can change the 
way you live and work 

As a commercial photographer, I proba
bly give more attention to lighting than 
most people and therefore was impressed 
with the smooth, soft daylight quality of 
your lamp. 

Dennis M. 
Richmond, VA 

/ sit in my comfortable chair after my 
husband has gone to bed, and I turn that 
lamp on. It makes it so nice because it's 
like daylight over my chair... I don't get 
sore eyes like I used to. 

Grace A. 
Margate, FL 

Results may vary. 

Try the Balanced Spectrum'" floor lamp 
with this special offer! Due to our over
whelming customer response, TechnoScout 
can offer this fantastic floor lamp for under a 
$100. The Balanced Spectrum" floor lamp also 
comes with a one-year manufacturer's limited 
warranty and TechnoScout's exclusive home 
trial. Try this product for 30 days and return it 
for the full product purchase price if not com
pletely satisfied. 

Balanced Spectrum" floor lamp 

was $129.95, now... 

item* ZY-3269 only $ 9 9 . 9 5 + S&H 

Please mention promotional code 25870. 

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 

800-844-4216 ^ x » t - • 
7i) order by mail with check or money order, or by credit 
card, please call for total amount plus Sc?H. To charge it 
to your credit card, enclose your account number and 
expiration date. 
Virginia residents only—please add 4.5% sales tax. 

TECHNOSCOUT 
1998 Ruffin Mill Road 
Colonial Heights. VA 23834 

www.technoscout.com N 
CO 

All rights reserved © 2003 TechnoBrands. Inc. CO 
Not affiliated with Venlux. Inc or with HappyEyes* co 

...for hobbies... 

...at work... 

http://www.technoscout.com
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About NPCA 
WHO WE ARE 
Established in 1919, the National Parks Con
servation Association is America's only private, 
nonprofit advocacy organization dedicated sole
ly to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the 
U.S. National Park System. 

WHAT WE DO 
NPCA protects national parks by identifying prob
lems and generating support to resolve them. 

WHAT WE STAND FOR 
The mission of NPCA is to protect and enhance 
America's National Park System for present and 
future generations. 

EDITORIAL MISSION 
The magazine is the only national publication 
focusing solely on national parks. The magazine 
creates an awareness of the need to protect and 
properly manage park resources, encourages an 
appreciation for the natural and historic trea
sures found in the parks, and informs and inspires 
individuals to help preserve them. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Members can help defend America's natural and 
cultural heritage. Activists alert Congress and the 
administration to park threats; comment on park 

planning and adjacent land-use decisions; assist 
NPCA in developing partnerships; and educate 
the public and the media. For more information, 
contact our grassroots coordinator, extension 
222. 

HOW TO DONATE 
For more information on Partners for the Parks, 
contact our Membership Department, extension 
213. For information about Trustees for the Parks, 
bequests, planned gifts, and matching gifts, call 
our Development Department, extension 145 or 
146. You can also donate by shopping online at 
www. npca.org, where 5 percent of your pur
chases is donated to NPCA at no extra cost to 
you. 

QUESTIONS? 
If you have any questions about your member
ship, call Member Services at 1-800-628-7275. 
National Parks magazine is among a member's 
chief benefits. Of the S25 membership dues, $6 
covers a one-year subscription to the magazine. 

HOW TO REACH US 
National Parks Conservation Association, 1300 
19th St, N.W., Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036; 
by phone: 1-800-NAT-PARK; by e-mail: npca® 
npca.org; and www.npca.org. 

E D I T O R ' S N O T E 

V o l u n t e e r i n g 

After enjoying our 
story on Little Big

horn National Bat
tlefield in the last issue, 
a reader sent this mes
sage: "Perhaps I am missing something, 
but with all of the colleges and universi
ties around the country, some would 
jump at the chance" to archive and cata
logue historic documents—a critical 
need identified in our story. 

The fact is that students, retirees, and 
other folks who care deeply about the 
national parks volunteer at hundreds of 
national parks throughout the country. 

Thousands of volunteers devote hun
dreds of hours to the parks. These dedi
cated people fill a valuable role, but they 
cannot make up for the lack of staff (see 
story, page 30)—a need that is not like
ly to improve with the funding that has 
been earmarked for the National Park 
Service. Congress passed an appropria
tions bill this fall that includes an 
increase of only $55 million—not 
enough to cover cost-of-living increases 
for existing staff, let alone add positions. 

Make no mistake: Volunteers provide 
valuable services to the country's parks. 
The Park Service estimates that in fiscal 
year 2002, 125,000 Volunteers-In-Parks 
(VIP) contributed 4.5 million hours of 
service at 340 national parks, monu
ments, battlefields, and offices. The 
value of their work is calculated to be 
more than $72 million. 

Volunteers staff bookstores, organize 
libraries, set up computer systems, cata
logue museum items, conduct education 
programs, serve as campground hosts, 
and portray living history characters. 
Interested in joining the ranks of these 
dedicated park lovers? Go to www.nps. 
gov/volunteer or to www.volunteer.gov/ 
gov. Opportunities abound. 

Linda M. Rancourt 
Editor-in-Chief 
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L E T T E R S 

No-Take Z o n e s , P h i l o s o p h i c a l D i v i d e 

In the Zone 
"In the Zone" [November/December 
2003] misrepresents anglers' views. 
Many of us oppose no-take zones be
cause neither science nor common sense 
justifies them. There is no justification 
for banning non-commerical angling on 
a personal basis in large zones. 

Traditional regulations work well, as 
shown in Yosemite and Everglades na
tional parks, where recreational fishing is 
fostered but commercial uses prohibit
ed. Everglades has the best fishing regu
lations anywhere, proving that dracon-
ian, across-the-board prohibitions are 
not necessary. 

Total no-take marine reserves are 
touted by some as great successes, but 
truthfully, the few that have added to 
fish populations did so simply because 
they eliminated commercial overfishing. 
Properly regulated personal fishing vir
tually never needs to be prohibited. 

Our national parks should continue 
to embrace recreational fishing and 
always remember that anglers usually are 
the best stewards of the resource. 

Karl Wickstrom, Editor-in-Chief 
Florida Sportsman magazine 

Editorial Reply: NPCA has consulted 
with recreational fishing groups such as 
Bonefish-Tarpon United that are strong 
leaders in conservation and will contin
ue to work with these groups to ensure 
the future health of our fisheries. 

To see more letters, visit www.npca.org. 

Philosophical Divide 
Thank you for the excellent article com
paring the Bush legacy to Teddy Roos
evelt's legacy [November/December 
2003]. I am an independent voter, but I 
am disgruntled with the Bush adminis
tration's environmental policies. There is 
no chance he will get my vote in 2004. 

There are Republicans who care for 
the environment and look at long-term 
consequences versus short-term gain. 
Unfortunately, I don't think any of them 
are linked to this administration. 

As Republicans for the Environment 
say, the environment is not a partisan 
issue. If we are to make progress that will 
benefit us all, both sides must do away 
with their extremists and find solutions 
with their optimists. 

Todd Hartman 
Huxley, Iowa 

Denali's Wolves 
The article on Denali wolves [Septem
ber/October 2003] misrepresented two 
of my scientific positions. First, by a wolf 
"family lineage" I am referring to com
bined social [learning-based] and genet
ic continuity, not simply the former. 
Second, the article quotes Denali super
intendent Paul Anderson as saying that I 
think habituation is good for the Denali 
wolves. That has never been my posi
tion. It is not even accurate to describe 
them as being habituated in the unnat
ural sense commonly implied. Their 
fearless behavior toward people is closer 
to the natural, "wild" behavior of this 
species than the fearful response 
Anderson would like to instill. This fear
less behavior has remained much the 
same throughout my 38 years of research 
on these wolves and has not shown any 
indication of evolving into serious 
aggression toward people. 

I was also disappointed that the article 
represented only one side of another 
contentious issue—that there is "con
stant turnover" among individual Denali 

wolves and groups and that human 
killing exerts only minor impacts. That 
is not what my research shows. Con
sider, for example, that the current 
Toklat/East Fork alpha female is only the 
fifth in the last 33 years, one of which 
maintained the position for 12 or 13 
years. In the Savage family, the same 
alpha and beta males maintained their 
positions for at least seven or eight years. 
Toklat/East Fork has persisted as a fami
ly throughout the 38 years of my re
search. Savage was well established when 
I began studying it in 1966 and lasted 
another 16 years until eliminated almost 
certainly by human killing. Headquart
ers lasted 11 years until eliminated by 
human killing. Four other groups scat
tered throughout the northside park/ 
preserve lasted at least 12 to 16 years, 
and in none of these terminations can 
human causes be excluded. At any given 
time there are ten to 20 groups in this 
overall area; hence, a half dozen persis
tent groups is anything but insignificant. 

The oft-quoted 3 percent and 60 per
cent estimates for human- versus wolf-
caused deaths are derived by unrealisti-
cally ignoring the many potential indi
rect and lingering effects of human 
killing on these complex social systems. 

Gordon Haber 
Denali Park, AK 

WRITE TO US 

Send mail to: Letters, National Parks, 
1300 19th St., N.W., Suite 300, 
Washington, DC 20036. Letters can 
also be e-mailed to npmag@npca.org. 

"YOU ARE HERE" 

This monument was designated in 
1956. It celebrates cultural diversity 
and the rich history of our country. 
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ParkScooe 
News and N o t e s 

BY RYAN D O U G H E R T Y 

W I L D L I F E M A N A G E M E N T 

Bear Attack Raises 
Questions at Katmai 
Park looking at ways to protect 

visitors in remote wilderness. 

KATMAI N.P. , ALASKA—A fatal bear 
attack that left two people and two bears 
dead at Katmai National Park and 
Preserve raises questions about how the 
Park Service should best walk the fine 
line between allowing remote wilderness 
access while also protecting the lives of 
visitors and wildlife. 

Timothy Treadwell, 46, and Amie 
Hugenard, 37, of Malibu, California, 
died in early October on a camping and 
bear-watching trip at a lake adjacent to 
Kaflia Bay, on Katmai's outer coast. One 
or more bears, drawn to the remote 
wilderness area because of salmon in the 
lake, mauled the travelers to death—the 
first known bear killings at Katmai. 
While investigating the incident, Park 
Service staff, in self-defense, shot and 
killed two charging brown bears. 

The travelers were videotaping bears 
at the lake, officials said, noting that 
Treadwell was widely known for his rap
port with bears. Park Service officials, 
however, had long feared that Treadwell 
would be killed by bears and repeatedly 
warned him not to get too close to the 
animals or disrupt their natural behavior. 

"At best, he's misguided," then-super
intendent Deb Liggett told the 
Anchorage Daily News in 2001. "At 
worst, he's dangerous. If he models 

Brown bears at Katmai are usually harmless to park visitors if not disturbed. 

unsafe behavior, he's ultimately putting 
the bears and other visitors at risk." 

The Park Service is doing a standard 
review of the incident, but the agency 
does not expect significant changes to its 
policy of allowing wilderness access. 

"We think that the rules are sufficient 
and sound," said Superintendent Joe 
Fowler. "People are attracted to these 
wilderness areas, where there's always an 
element of risk. That's probably the rea
son some people are drawn to them." 

Still, some have called for the Park 
Service to get tougher on visitors who 
break the agency's rules around wildlife 
and to better educate the public on 
wilderness safety. 

"The tragic bear killings highlight the 
danger of camping in areas of high bear 
activity and show the need for the Park 
Service to manage park visitors to pre

vent this from happening again," said 
Jim Stratton, NPCA's Alaska regional 
director. "There is a clear need for more 
funding to put more rangers inside the 
park," he said, "and the Park Service 
must aggressively pursue those who vio
late the rules, such as touching and inter
fering with natural bear behaviors." 

The Park Service and the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game recently 
developed a "Best Practices" report for 
safely viewing bears on the Katmai coast. 
Among its recommendations: Do not 
approach a bear in close distances; avoid 
surprise encounters; secure all food 
sources; and in remote wilderness areas, 
consider bringing small, transportable 
electric fences to protect a campsite. 

For further information, visit www. 
npca.org/wildlife_protection/threats/ 
bearattack.asp. 
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NPCA News and Notes 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
BOZEMAN, Montana—The Bush administration recently approved the Roundup 
power plant in central Montana, despite repeated warnings by the National Park 
Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that pollution from the plant would impair 
visibility in Yellowstone National Park and the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife 
Refuge (Park Scope, March/April 2003). The coal-fired power plant is expected to cre
ate air pollution and haze at levels that would harm views and air quality in the parks 
and other regions of Montana. In response to the administration's action, several con
servation groups, including NPCA, have filed suit in Washington, D.C, to force the 
Department of Interior to protect Yellowstone's air. The groups call the decision a case 
of politics trumping science. "We could have clean air in Yellowstone, a clean plant, 
and more jobs for Montanans," said Tony Jewett, NPCA's senior director of the 
Northern Rockies region, "but D.C. political appointees are trading away clean air. It's 
a shameful episode undermining these places that belong to all Americans." 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The National Park Service recently launched an online pro
gram, "Hispanic Heritage Parks: An Iberian Project," dedicated to the 16 park sites in 
the park system of Iberian or Spanish heritage. The program, at www.nps.gov, is avail
able in both Spanish and English and commemorates the importance of Hispanic her
itage in the national parks. Visitors to the site can take virtual tours of the featured park 
sites, including Coronado National Memorial in Arizona, Cabrillo National Monument in 
California, De Soto National Memorial in Florida, and San Antonio Missions National 
Historical Park in Texas. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Legislation to protect the last wild and genetically pure buffalo 
in America was introduced to bipartisan support in November. The Yellowstone Buffalo 
Preservation Act, H.R. 3446, would end years of seasonal hazing, capture, and killing of 
buffalo in and around Yellowstone National Park by federal and state agencies (Park 
Scope, January/February 2003) until specific, common-sense conditions are met. The 
bill, offered by Reps. Maurice Hinchey (D-N.Y) and Charles Bass (R-N.H.), mandates 
efforts to allow Yellowstone buffalo to use public lands, through incentives and coop
erative efforts with adjacent landowners and ensures that buffalo in Yellowstone are 
under the sole jurisdiction of the Park Service. In winter and early spring months over 
the past decade, nearly 3,000 Yellowstone bison have been slaughtered to limit the pos
sibility of disease transmission to cattle—although such a transmission has never 
been documented in the wild. "People find it inconceivable that this symbol of the 
American West is routinely slaughtered for simply roaming onto public lands next to 
Yellowstone National Park," said Tony Jewett, NPCA's senior director of the Northern 
Rockies region. For more information or to take action, visit www.npca.org/action. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Recent legislation signed into law by President George W. Bush 
calls for a new education center to be built beneath the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
(Park Scope, April/May 2002), but a provision in the bill also banned any future memo
rials on the National Mall. The bill calls the cross-axis of the Mall "a substantially com
pleted work of art," within which no future memorial or visitor center can be built. 
NPCA has pushed for a ban on new memorials on the National Mall to protect the 
power of existing memorials and preserve the Mall's few remaining open spaces. Sen. 
Craig Thomas (R-Wyo.) was one of the lawmakers who attached the ban to the edu
cation center bill. 

H I S T O R I C P R E S E R V A T I O N 

Waves of Concern 
Roll at Assateague 
Proposed private control of park 

buildings spurs development fear. 

A S S A T E A G U E I S L A N D N . S . — 

Could Assateague Island, the mid-
Atlantic's only national seashore, known 
for its serenity and wild horses, one day 
look like Atlantic City? 

Some concerned citizens posed that 
question after hearing that the Park 
Service was considering handing over 12 
aging buildings, including the Coast 
Guard Station—considered the park's 
most valuable cultural resource—to 
commercial groups to pay for their 
upkeep. Critics decried the plan as one 
that would open the door to develop
ment on the island and eventually leave 
it looking like the ultra-developed beach 
towns up north. 

"Critics talk about commercial devel
opment, but that's a loaded word," said 
Superintendent Mike Hill. "All we're 
talking about is preserving these histori
cal structures" including several build
ings once used for duck hunting. "The 
word development brings to mind sub
divisions and high-rises and things we're 
not talking about here," he said. 

Among the uses for the buildings that 
a marketing firm suggested were an edu
cation and research center, campsites, a 
vacation rental center, or a bed-and-
breakfast. Each use could financially sus
tain itself and pay for the upkeep of the 
structures, said Hill. The park is now 
studying whether the buildings are his
torically significant. 

"If they are, the question becomes 
what can we do to preserve them, and 
how do we pay for it?" he said. "If they 
aren't, then the question is how will we 
dispose of them properly. 

"Hopefully, we'll complete these stud
ies before the buildings fall down," said 
Hill. "The deterioration of the structures 
is getting ahead of us," he added, "so 
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we're trying to figure out how to preserve 
them. We're in a race against time." 

One local group, the Assateague 
Coastal Trust, opposes any commercial 
activities or new construction on the 
island. A vocal critic of the park's plan
ning is the recently formed "Citizens for 
the Preservation of Assateague." The 
group fears the precedent that would be 
established by allowing a commercial 
interest to control park resources and the 
effect that redevelopment could have on 
the endangered piping plover, which 
nests near the Coast Cuard station. 

"If they can put commercial activity 
in an area set aside for protecting threat
ened species, the whole island could be 
opened up to it," said Jay Cherrix, a local 
kayak guide. "We are fighting the rede
velopment of these buildings, because 
human activity in these sensitive areas 
will hurt Assateague's resources." 

Hill concedes that, in a perfect world, 
the Park Service would maintain control 
of the structures. But he said the park is 
cash-strapped and under an executive 
order to try adaptive partnerships to pre

serve aging resources. 
"So the goal is to find a group 

or cooperator to use the Coast 
Guard station in an environmen
tally responsible way and pay for 
its upkeep," said Hill, "which 
would be wonderful." 

Assateague's dilemma is not 
unique. National parks through
out the country must preserve 
cultural resources on a shoestring 
budget, and the situation is en
couraging many park units to ex
amine potentially harmful com
mercial partnerships. 

"On average, for every dollar a 
park needs for daily operations, it 
gets only 65 cents," said Joy 
Oakes, NPCA's Mid-Atlantic 
regional director. 

"Parks are forced to preside 
over mediocrity and decay or 
look for helping hands. Until 
Congress is willing to fully fund 
the parks, the Park Service will have to 
look for ways to bridge the gap," said 
Oakes. 

The Park Service will try to protect the island's nat
ural beauty while preserving aging buildings it can 
no longer afford, such as the Coast Guard station. 

"Some partnerships will be seamless, 
but other proposals will be controversial 
and even inappropriate," she said. 
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N P C A News and N o t e s 

NPCA Noted 

History Restored 
A new visitor center brings life to 
San Francisco Maritime National 
Historical Park. A partnership 
between the National Park Service 
and Kimpton Hotels and 
Restaurants has revitalized the 
site and re-opened to the public 
the park's Haslett Warehouse. The 
10,000-square-foot visitor center, 
which shares the ground floor of 
the warehouse with Kimpton's 
Argonaut Hotel, presents opportu
nities for educational events, lec
tures, and film screenings. The 
visitor center houses new exhibits 
and interactive technology that 
visitors can use to experience 
park history. Rent paid by the 
hotel will help the park to pre
serve its fleet of historic ships. 

S t e w a r d s h i p A w a r d 
Dave Uberuaga, the superinten
dent of Mount Rainier National 
Park in Washington, was honored 
with the Stephen Tyng Mather 
Award for his dedication and 
numerous contributions to the 
National Park System. 

Uberuaga, who has spent nearly 
20 years at Mount Rainier, has 
worked tirelessly within the Park 
Service and with Washingtonians 
and public officials to build under
standing, cooperation, and sup
port for management decisions 
based on protecting and preserv
ing Mount Rainier and its staff. 
Each year since 1984, NPCA con
fers the Mather Award, named for 
the first director of the National 
Park Service, to a Park Service 
employee who has demonstrated 
exemplary park stewardship as 
well as both initiative and 
resourcefulness in promoting 
resource protection within the 
Park System. 

—Jenell Talley 

V I S I T O R E X P E R I E N C E 

New Visitor Center 
Telling River's Story 
Center casts light on overlooked 

Mississippi River site. 

MISSISSIPPI N.R.R.A., MINN.—Since 
becoming a national park site 15 years 
ago, the Mississippi National River and 
Recreation Area has told the rich story of 
the Mississippi River and its impact on 
the Twin Cities—but with little recogni
tion. Thanks to its new, innovative visi
tor center in the Science Museum of 
Minnesota, though, the site's profile is 
increasing. 

The center features rotating exhibits, 
ranger talks, park trip information, and 
merchandise and draws hundreds of vis
itors each day. 

"Since its opening in August, the cen
ter has met all of our expectations, which 
were high," said JoAnn Kyral, park 
superintendent. "Visitors are looking at 
and diving into exhibits and interacting 
with park rangers. It's making people feel 
more a part of the Mississippi." 

The national park unit's boundaries 
comprise a 72-mile 
stretch of the 2,350-
mile Mississippi, on 
which American In
dians depended for 
trade, food, and 
water centuries ago. 
The river's conflu
ence with the Minn
esota River was an 
early outpost for the 
U.S. military and a 
key locale for fur 
traders. 

Further down
stream, tens of thou
sands traveled along 
the Mississippi and 
settled at St. Paul, 
the river's upper end 
point for steamboat 
navigation. 

"We know the reason the Twin Cities 
grew was because of the river," said 
Kyral. "The visitor center will bring 
recognition to the park site and show 
why the Mississippi River is nationally 
significant. 

"It is a gateway of information about 
the river, including the 16 partner sites 
within the park," she added, noting that 
the center provides information and 
park trip planning materials for each of 
the Park Service's 388 park units. 

Although building the visitor center 
inside a museum was a first for the 
National Park Service, it seems a natural 
fit, economically. The visitor center cost 
about 5750,000 to build, compared 
with the several millions of dollars the 
Park Service would have spent to build a 
stand-alone facility. The partnership will 
likely pay dividends long-term, too, as 
some of the museum's 800,000 annual 
visitors learn about the park site. 

"The Science Museum is the best 
partner a park could have," said Kyral. 
"The museum staff's vision and under
standing helped keep this partnership 
alive during many years that we strug
gled to get Rinding for this center. They 
saved a spot in the museum for us for 
nearly four years, which shows how 
much they valued the partnership." 
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P A R K T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

Retro Yellow Buses 
Back in Yellowstone 
Buses provide alternative to less 

environmentally friendly options. 

Y E L L O W S T O N E N . P . , M O N T . — 

A version of the historic Yellow Bus, 
friendly to visitors and the environment, 
will return to Yellowstone National Park 
this spring—and it could one day be a 
celebrated fixture across the National 
Park System. 

The modern-day version of the Yellow 
Bus—which in the 1930s was common 
in parks such as Yellowstone and 
Glacier—holds as many as 32 passen
gers, can run on alternative fuels, and has 
a low floor design that complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. The bus 
also features a retractable roof, offering 
visitors fresh air and a better view of the 
scenery, and it can double as a snow 
coach in the winter. 

"The buses can adapt to all seasons," 
said Laura Loomis, NPCAs transporta
tion director, "and they pioneer a com
fortable and educational method to see 
and learn about parks. Many national 
parks and gateway communities could 
really benefit from them." 

Supporters of the buses see them as 
alternatives to higher-impact vehicles, 
such as the noisy and polluting snow
mobiles that roam Yellowstone in the 
winter months. 

"Because they're quiet and driven by 
trained guides, buses will have less of an 
impact on air, wildlife, and the park's 
soundscape than snowmobiles," said 
Steve Bosak, NPCAs legislative officer. 

The buses not only fit the Park Ser
vice's need for an all-season transit vehi
cle but also may be used for municipal 
and private-sector transportation, said 
Kerry Klingler, project manager of the 
Idaho National Engineering and En
vironmental Laboratory. 

The multi-seasonal buses cost 
$175,000 each. Congress recently ap

propriated $1.9 million for six buses in 
Yellowstone, which will be operating this 
spring and then used as snow coaches 
next winter. NPCA is calling for in
creased congressional funding for buses 
in other parks to offer visitor-friendly 
transportation and alleviate traffic con
gestion. Similar shuttle systems have 
been successful at national parks such as 
Zion and Acadia. 

"We strongly support the expansion 
of alternative transportation in parks 
where there's a need for it," said Bosak. 
"People are realizing that there's got to be 
a better way to see a park than sitting in 
a traffic jam." 

Legislation now before both the 
House of Representatives and Senate 
addresses needs for alternative trans
portation in parks—and could authorize-
as much as $90 million to pay for new 
buses and shuttle systems. 

"The buses are ready to provide an 
attractive option for visitors seeing our 
national treasures," said Loomis. "All 
that is needed is more funding from 
Congress." 

HLitorlc^W ® ® D Tj" @ 

May 17 will mark the 50th anniversary of 
Brown v. the Board of Education, the 
landmark Supreme Court case that ended 
school segregation. On that date in 1954, 
the Supreme Court declared that "sepa
rate educational facilities are inherently 
unequal," thus violating the 14th 
Amendment of the Constitution, which 
guarantees all citizens "equal protection 
of the law." Historians say the ruling 
inspired African Americans to fight 
against racism and injustice, leading to 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act. Brown v. Board 
of Education National Historic Site in 
Topeka, Kansas, commemorates the rul
ing and its impact on America. The site 
consists of the once-segregated Monroe 
Elementary School, where the Brown 
lawsuit began. For more information, visit 
www.nps.gov/brvb or call 785-354-4273. 
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Rhinoceros Fossils 
Found at Wind Cave 
Remains of 32-million-year-old 

rhino give clues of area's history. 

W I N D C A V E N . P . , S . D A K . — 

When Dr. Greg McDonald looked 
down and saw a row of teeth protruding 
from the ground in Wind Cave National 
Park's backcountry, he knew he was on 
to something. 

"Then I saw a skull in place and a jaw 
next to it," he said. "We were all thrilled 
to find that. It was enough to make my 
day, my month—and then it got better 
every time we moved some dirt." 

Once the dirt had cleared, McDonald 
and his crew discovered fossils from a 
32-million-year-old, cow-sized rhinocer
os. Thrilling as that discovery was, 
McDonald and the rest of the crew grew 
more and more excited when they began 
finding other remains, such as prehis
toric bones of a greyhound-sized horse, a 
deer, a rabbit, and a dog. 

"This was mote than we would have 
dared to hope fot," said McDonald. "To 
find remains from the other animals 
helps us to reconsttuct what the ancient 
ecosystem of the Wind Cave area was 
like 32 million years ago—which ani
mals were there and what was going on." 

Scientists believe that the patk's cave 
system was much smaller and probably 
inaccessible to large animals when the 
rhinocetos roamed the area. But the dis
coveries will cast further light on the 
development of the Great Plains, which 
ate believed to have had a climate similar 
to Florida's millions of years ago, as the 
plains emerged. 

As is the case with most sites of high 
elevation that have experienced erosion, 
fossil finds are very rare in South 
Dakota's Black Hills, said McDonald. 

"Most previous discoveries have been 
single bones and isolated teeth, bits and 
pieces," he said. "To find not only a 
complete skull and jaws but part of a 

skeleton as well was totally unexpected 
and extraordinary." 

The rhinoceros fossil, tentatively 
identified as a Subhymcodon sp., is 
believed to be a distant cousin of today's 
thinoceros in Africa. Its age was extrapo
lated from what is already known about 
the species in other areas. 

"Part of what we'll be looking at is 
whether this site where the animal died 
was much lowet 32 million years ago 
and later pushed up, or were the Black 
Hills already in place and this animal 
was living in higher elevation than we 
knew," he said. "If so, that would give us 
a better understanding of the range of 
habitat this animal could live in." 

The ctew, which began its work in 
July, was led by McDonald and consist
ed of staff from Badlands National Patk, 
the Mammoth Site of Hot Springs, 
South Dakota—the world's largest 
mammoth research facility—and Wind 
Cave National Park. They 
worked for almost a week to 
stabilize the fossils and temove 
them. 

Weighing nearly twelve 
hundted pounds, the fossil 
material, encased in sediment 
and plaster jackets for protec
tion, was transported to the 
Mammoth Site to ptepare the 

specimen. It quickly sparked interest 
from visitors and staff. 

"We are very excited about this dis
covery and hope people will stop by the 
park to view our display on the [rhinoc
eros remains] and other fossils found at 
the site," said Superintendent Linda L. 
Stoll, "along with stopping at the 
Mammoth Site to view the wotk in 
progress." 

Added McDonald: "As expected, the 
researchers were very excited about it. 
But the enthusiasm and desire of the 
park staff to do the project tight just 
blew me away. There was just a lot of 
excitement when we told them what we 
had come up with. 

"It teally goes to show you," he added, 
"that you nevet know what types of neat, 
exciting resources will turn up in a park." 

To learn more about the discovery and 
to view photos and video clips of the dig, 
visit www.nps.gov/wica. 

Dr. Greg McDonald excavates the remains ol the ancient rhinoceros found protruding from 

the ground at Wind Cave. Above: a diagram of the rhinoceros' skeleton. 
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L E G I S L A T I O N 

Final Spending Bill 
Shortchanges Parks 
Appropriations bill fails to stop 

privatization, road construction. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . — T h e Dep
artment of Interior's final 2004 spending 
bill, signed into law recently by President 
Bush, allowed the administration's pro
cess for privatizing park jobs to proceed 
and left parks and public lands vulnera
ble to harmful road construction. 

The final bill requires the Department 
of Interior to spend no more than $2.5 
million on job outsourcing studies and 
related expenses this year and to exten
sively report back to Congress on how 
studies are going. 

The first privatization studies are 
expected to examine Park Service jobs at 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
in San Francisco, and more studies are 
expected next year. 

"The good news is that Congress 
clearly remains quite doubtful about and 
is attempting to force more transparency 
into the administration's privatization 
process," said Craig Obey, NPCA's vice 
president of government affairs. 

"The bad news is that [NPS] still has 
to waste millions of its scarce dollars on 
a Hawed process ihat does more to hurt 
rather than help the national parks." 

The final bill did not include park-
protective language related to R.S. 2477, 
a 19th century statute written to pro
mote expansion in the West that leaves 
parks vulnerable to right-of-way con
struction and off-road vehicle use— 
despite the fact that a large majority of 
the House supported the language. 

The final spending bill includes a $55 
million increase in funding for park 
operations, amounting to an increase of 
3.5 percent. The amount fell short of last 
year's $68 million increase and well short 
of the $178 million boost sought by 
NPCA's Americans for National Parks 
campaign. The parks continue to oper

ate with only two-thirds of the needed 
funding—an annual shortfall of more 
than $600 million. 

This year's increase does not cover 
cost-of-living increases for existing staff, 
let alone the addition of new staff, and 
could result in some parks reducing staff 
and cutting programs. 

Though the bill fell far short of meet
ing the funding needs of the national 
parks, according to NPCA, it provided 
funding increases for a handful of 
important projects: 
A $5 million for Valley Forge National 
Historical Park in Pennsylvania to pur
chase land that had been bought for 
development of a subdivision. 
A $3.5 million for the acquisition of 
threatened lands near Big Thicket Na
tional Preserve in Texas. 
A $1.25 million for Fort Clatsop 
National Memorial in Oregon to 
acquire sensitive coastal lands in a his
toric area that represents the culmina
tion of the Lewis and Clark expedition. 
A Nearly $1 million to Frederick 
Douglass National Historic Site in 
Washington, D.C. to rehabilitate the 
structure. 
A $900,000 to Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument in Arizona to 
boost visitor and resource protection 
along its 30-mile border with Mexico. 
A $750,000 to Obed Wild and Scenic 
River in Tennessee toward the purchase 
of 1,231 privately owned acres remain
ing within the river's boundary. 
A $500,000 for Santa Monica Moun
tains National Recreation Area in Calif
ornia to improve the park's environmen
tal education; the park now has a two-
year waiting list for education programs. 
A $160,000 for Mount Rainier National 
Park in Washington to maintain more 
than 150 historic park resources. 

NPCA Noted 

Tatee 

For updates on park funding and the pri
vatization and R.S. 2477 efforts, visit 
NPCA's online Take Action center at 
www.npca.org/action. 

Park Ranger Honored 
Last November, Park Ranger Amy 
Garrett received NPCA's Freeman 
Tilden Award for her work using 
fiber-optic educational technology. 
Each year, the award is given to 
an individual who has successful
ly developed or delivered an 
effective interpretive program. 
Garrett, who works at Homestead 
National Monument of America, 
uses fiber optics to offer a real
time interactive learning experi
ence to students and teachers in 
urban and rural parts of Nebraska. 
Her program enables some 3,000 
students at 35 schools to interact 
with rangers and other park pro
fessionals. Students are exposed 
to high-tech equipment, such as 
global-positioning units and calcu
lator-based labs. Program topics 
include natural and cultural 
resources, career opportunities, 
and the Park Service mission. 

Global W a r m i n g 
NPCA and other conservation 
groups attended Alaska 
Conservation Foundation's confer
ence to discuss the effects of 
global warming on Alaska and its 
national parks. Congressional 
offices, universities, and other 
event participants hoped the con
ference would increase awareness 
of global warming and its impact 
on Alaska's natural environment, 
specifically the coastline and its 
fish. A link between the drop in 
Yukon River king salmon and 
global warming was presented, 
and participants stated that global 
warming has caused Cape 
Krusenstem National Monument 
and Bering Land Bridge National 
Preserve to lose pack ice and 
shoreline due to the erosion 
caused by storm waves. 

—Jenell Talley 
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Spring & Summer Vacation Planner 

Life Altering 
Alaska can change your life. 

The people, the place, the 

beauty, an overwhelming 

majesty that exists in no other 

place on the planet, that's 

Alaska. Visit and it will become 

a part of your soul forever. 

Alaska. More mountains than 

buildings, more wildlife than peo

ple, more glaciers than stoplights. 

And it's all closer than you 

can imagine. Travel to Alaska by air, sea, land or a combination of all three. Each has 

its advantages and offers a unique perspective. With the exception of cruise ships, all 

transportation modes operate year-round. Alaska. Beyond your dreams. Within your 

reach. For your FREE Official Alaska State 

Vacation Planner visit us at: 

www.TravelAlaska.com/npl 
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Tk< *2xp*2KKt\c*2 is pric*2KSS. 
Alaska - you've been dreaming of Her for years. The legendary 

beauty... a place where you'll find wildlife, glaciers and 

mountains in epic proportions. Unspoiled, unobstructed, 

unlike anything you've evet experienced before. And you 

can find it all and more in the FREK official Alaska 

travel guide. Simply mail us the reply card or visit us 

online at www.travelalaska.com/npc 

Mt. McKinlcv, Dcnali National Park & Prcscrv Beyond Your Dreams. Within Your Reach. 

« book is r n u n ••• 

http://www.travelalaska.com/npc
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Springtime Cruising: American Cruise Lines offers tours of Souths inner byways 
Imagine the breathtaking scenery and serenity of cruising 

the smooth inner waterways of America's South near the 
Atlantic Coast. Envision the lush vegetation and the rich 
assortment of wildlife along the winding rivers of America's 
South. Picture spectacular Antebellum South mansions and 
Victorian homes, as well as a mixture of 18th and 19th cen
tury structures representing diverse architectural styles. 

These images can become a real experience by taking the 
seven-night Historic Antebellum South Cruise from 
American Cruise Lines. Vacationers hop aboard either one 
of two 49-passenger cruise ships, the American Eagle or the 
American Glory, which provide a relaxing, casual environ
ment for sightseeing-filled days, complete with onboard lec

turers and natu
ralists and special 
visits from local 
experts. 

The Historic 
A n t e b e l l u m 
South Cruise de
parts from either 
C h a r l e s t o n , 
South Carolina, 

or Jacksonville, 
Florida, with spring 
and fall departure 
dates. Charleston 
ranks as one of the 
top cruise destina
tions because of its 
magnificent his
toric district with 
spectacular gar
dens and 18th century architecture and its famous Fort 
Sumter National Monument. 

And then there's Savannah, one of the nation's largest his
toric districts known for its vast collection of 18th and 19th 
century buildings and homes, as well as beautiful streets, 
spacious squares, and azalea-laden parks. 

Other notable attractions along the way include St. 
Simons Island, complete with a lighthouse, Christ Church 
and Retreat Plantation, and Jekyll Island, famous for winter 
homes of the Rockefellers and Vanderbilts. The final cruise 
destination is pristine Amelia Island, Florida, near 
Jacksonville with its historic Centre Street and charming 
Victorian homes. 

A M E R I C A N 
C R U I S E L I N E S 

One Marine Park.Haddam, CT06438 

800-814-6880 

S M O O T H W A T E R S 

SOUTHERN CHARM 
8 Dny, 7 Night Cruise 

Smooth inland waterways, springtime's 

explosive colors, historic mansions and 

plantations, glittering bays and moss-

draped oaks set the scene of American 

Cruise Lines' 7-Night Historic Antebellum 

South Cruise. Enjoy this unique itinerary 

aboard our brand new 3t-stateroom 

American Glory, featuring by far the largest 

passenger spaces of any ship of its kind. 

With oversized staterooms including large, 

opening picture windows, beautiful glass 

enclosed lounges and personalized service, 

you will truly enjoy the best of the 

Antebellum South. 

18 J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y 2 0 0 4 



Advertisement 
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Golf in Arizona 
Arizona is a world-class destination 

for golfers. With spacious layouts 
intended to challenge golfers without 
breaking their spirit, our champi
onship courses have numerous tees to 
satisfy any skill level of play. 
Pictured: Las Sendas Golf Club 

Nature & Adventure - Arizona-Style 
Arizona boasts natural 

attractions and adventure in 
one of the world's most varied 
and beautiful playgrounds. 
From snowy mountain 
ranges, roaring rivers, pine 
forests, and unusual flora and 
fauna, Arizona offers some
thing for everyone. 

Culture & Heritage 
Arizona is a melting pot of culture 

and heritage. From prehistoric residents 
to European and Spanish influences, the 
cuisine, customs and traditions enrich 
our state. Today museums, symphonies, 
art galleries, and theaters offer a variety 
of cultural attractions. 

Birding 
Bring your binoculars. 

Arizona is one of the best 
bird-watching areas in the 
country. Wildlife sanctuar
ies and preserves are locat
ed throughout the state 
and all are renowned for 
scenic beauty and excellent 
birding opportunities. 

For more information, go to ArizonaGuide.com 
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Remember the first time you discovered your wild side? 

Wont to know where this is? Visit arizonaguide.com. 

Reacquaint yourself with all creatures great and small in Arizona, where natural habitats 
are not only preserved but revered. Come to Arizona. For your free travel packet, contact 
the Arizona Office of Tourism toll-free at 866-770-3392. 

ARIZONA 
G R A N D C A N Y O N S T A T E 

http://ArizonaGuide.com
http://arizonaguide.com
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Outer Banks showcases North Carolina natural beauty, culture, and history 
The first English settlers endured many hardships to reach 

The Outer Banks. Thankfully, your trip is much eas
ier. Come lose yourself among our uninhabited 
islands, endless inshore sounds, deep maritime 
forests, and timeless beaches. 

The Outer Banks serves as a terrific venue to 
admire natural beauty and become immersed 
in the culture and rich history of the 
region. 

The Outer Banks Visitors Center 
of North Carolina offers a range of 
visitor services, information about 
major attractions, activities, events, 
accommodations, and dining, and 
gift items for sale ranging from 
shirts to caps. 

For your free Outer Banks Travel Cuide 
and Getaway Card, call 1-877-298-4373 
or visit www.outerbanks.org. 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE OUTER BANKS TRAVEL GUIDE AND VALUABLE GETAWAY CARD, GOOD FOR 

D I S C O U N T S T H R O U G H O U T THE O U T E R B A N K S . 1 -877-OBX-4FUN OR VISIT www.ou te rbanks .o rg 

Duck • S o u t h e r n Shores • Kitty Hawk • Kill Devil Hills • Nags Head • Roanoke Island • Hatteras Island 

$eOuttr%m£s 
Of NORTH CAROLINA > „ / 

WHERE DREAMS STILL TAKE FLIGHT. 
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Turning Nickels into Dollars 
Maggie L Walker National Historic Site tells the story of a woman whose business 

and humanitarian leadership created opportunity for blacks and women. 

B Y R Y A N D O U G H E R T Y 

T hat Maggie L. Walker made his
tory by becoming the first 
woman to found and lead a 

bank, one that, in her words, could "take 
the nickels and turn them into dollars," 
seems fitting. Throughout a childhood 
marked by poverty and despair, Walker 
learned early on how to overcome adver
sity, to make nothing into something— 
values that guided her through a most 
extraordinary life. 

Walker was born in 1867 in 
Richmond, Virginia. The mysterious 
death of her stepfather nine years later 
plunged her family into poverty. Her 
mother washed clothes to support her 
family, and by helping her, Walker 
learned first-hand about self-sufficiency. 
"I was not born with a silver spoon in 
[my] mouth," she said, "but instead with 
a clothes basket atop my head." 

At age 11, Walker joined the First 
African Baptist Church, whose members 
prayed and worked together to boost the 
community. They inspired her. She stud
ied scripture, which later surfaced in her 
writings and speeches, and participated 
in church activities. Two years later, 
Walker joined the local Independent 
Order of St. Luke, an organization that 
aided African Americans in times of 
trouble. Within a decade, she would use 
her fiscal sense and public relations 
know-how to turn the struggling Order 
into a successful financial organization. 

Walker graduated from the Rich
mond Colored Normal School at age 
16, but not before organizing a strike 

RYAN DOUGHERTY is news editor. 

Walker lived in this house, 
now a national historic site, 
for 30 years. 

among black students to fight unequal 
graduation ceremonies held for blacks 
and whites. She then taught elementary 
school for three years, and, in 1886, 
married Armstead Walker Jr., a brick 
contractor. In those days, it was illegal 
for married women in America to teach, 
so Walker worked to improve the Order, 
fostering opportunity for women. 

"If our women want to avoid the traps 
and snares of life," she said, "they must 
band themselves together, organize, and 
acknowledge leadership for themselves." 

By 1901, Walker also sought to 
empower women and blacks economi
cally. She established a savings bank run 
by the Order. "Let us put our money 

together at usury among ourselves and 
reap the benefits ourselves." Two years 
later, the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank 
became the first bank in America found
ed and led by a woman. It remains today 
as Consolidated Bank and Trust Com
pany, the country's oldest continually 
operated African-American bank. 

By the time Walker's family moved to 
110 1/2 East Leigh Street, she was 
known as a dynamic leader in Rich
mond's thriving black community of 

Jackson Ward. Besides found
ing a bank, devoting decades 
to the Order, and caring for 
her husband and two sons, 
Walker found time to start a 
weekly newspaper, advise orga
nizations such as the National 
Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People 
(NAACP), and work with 
leaders such as W.E.B. DuBois. 

But Walker again suffered tragedy in 
1915, when her husband was accidental
ly killed. That left her in charge of her 
bustling household, which now includ
ed her sons' wives and, later, four grand
children. Walker supported the family 
through her investments and hard work 
until 1934, when she died at home of 
diabetic gangrene. 

By then, Walker was widely known as 
a progressive and talented woman who 
created opportunity and advocated 
equal rights for oppressed blacks and 
women. Those who knew her best, how
ever, remembered Walker in simpler 
terms: a woman who never lost sight of 
her devotion to family and faith. MR 
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Return 
of the 

Swift Fox 
The smallest can id carnivore in North 

America will again roam Badlands 

National Park in South Dakota, thanks to a 

three-year reintroduction effort at the park. 

By Todd Wilkinson 

Biologists have begun to transport swift 

foxes from Colorado to Badlands National 

Park in South Dakota. Foxes are released 

near prairie dog colonies, which provide a 

source of cover. Prairie dogs, considered 

pests by ranchers, are a ready source of 

food for the swift fox. 

O
n a recent afternoon at 
Badlands National Park 
in South Dakota, a 
prairie dog colony comes 
to life. Jittery prairie dog 

sentinels stand on their hind legs, bleat
ing warnings that a scattered group of 
invaders is approaching. Nearby, a resi
dent badger emerges from its den in a 
puff of dust; a burrowing owl sprints 
through the short grass to snatch a 
mouse diving for cover; and coyotes 
position themselves beside a warren of 
prairie dog holes, ready to pounce. 

Healthy prairie dog towns have been 
associated with more than 100 different 
animals and birds, yet even among this 
wealth of critters, a few are missing. 
Soon, thanks to a new three-year rein
troduction effort, one of these crea

tures—the swift fox—will be back in the 
picture. 

In the fall of 2003, biologists began 
transplanting wild swift foxes from 
Colorado into the national park and the 
surrounding Buffalo Gap National 
Grasslands. Led by park biologists Greg 
Schroeder and Doug Albertson, the plan 
calls for 30 foxes to be turned loose 
annually through 2005. The animals 
will be released near prairie dog towns 
because they provide the greatest cover 
and a ready source of food. South 
Dakota is regarded as a premier location 
for reintroduction because its prairie dog 
colonies remain free of the sylvatic and 
bubonic plagues, which in other states 
have killed prairie dogs and other ani
mals, including black-footed ferrets. 

The smallest wild canid on the conti-
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Badlands is a combination of eroded htitles, pinnacles, spires, and the world's largest protected mixed-grass prairie. 

nent and roughly the size of a house cat, 
the swift fox began to disappear from its 
former haunts in the latter half of the 
20th century. Prairie ecologists noticed 
that both swift foxes and their western 
desert cousin, the kit fox, were caught in 
a dangerous downward slide. Conser
vationists began a campaign to list the 
animals as a threatened species under the 
federal Endangered Species Act. 

In 1995, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service said that the listing was warrant
ed but precluded by other priorities. 
Recognizing that listing could possibly 
hasten calls for restrictions on land use, 
representatives from ten states joined 
together with independent researchers 
and officials with the Fish and Wildlife 
Service to form the Swift Fox Con
servation Team. The objective was to 

slow the decline of existing swift fox 
populations. A major component of the 
strategy also called for re-establishing 
swift foxes in suitable areas. 

Still, the proposal was initially met 
with skepticism when it was presented 
before the powerful South Dakota 
Animal Industry Board, which protects 
the interests of livestock producers. 
Advocates for the fox's reintroduction 
eventually won an endorsement from 
the board, in part, because it was clear 
the animals posed no threat to livestock. 

"Too often, efforts to protect imper
iled species are framed within a context 
of conflict. Yet the reintroduction of 
swift fox to Badlands reaffirms the value 
of parks and the opportunities that can 
arise when people come together to 
work toward common, creative solu-

Foxes are outfitted with a radio collar that 
enables researchers to track them. 
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Remote, expansive western parks like Badlands offer premier opportunities to restore natural ecosystems. 

Badlands' landforms are geological art, manifested from a 
unique blend of creation and decay. 

tions," says Mark Peterson, who oversees 
NPCA's State of the Parks initiative. "I 
think what's happening here could very 
well become a model for other places. 
The $70,000 being spent annually 
recovering swift fox at Badlands is a bar
gain, and the dividends that are going to 
come from this modest investment will 
only grow." 

Dating back to at least the end of the 
Pleistocene era, swift fox inhabited a 
wide swath of bison country covering 

ten states and a few 
Canadian provinces, 
extending more than 
350,000 square miles 
from Texas northward 
to Saskatchewan and 
Alberta. The animals' 
sleek frames and fleet 
speed endeared them 
to nomadic peoples. 
The Oglala Sioux, 
for example, whose 
Pine Ridge Reservation 
encompasses the South 
Unit of Badlands Park, 
named one of their 
ancient warrior soci
eties, the Tokalas, in 

honor of swift foxes. 
The animals also were mentioned in 

the journals of explorers Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark. In 1805, 
when the explorers came up the 
Missouri River near present-day Great 
Falls, Montana, Lewis offered the first 
detailed written description of swift fox 
in his diary and later captured a speci
men that was shipped home to President 
Thomas Jefferson. However, over the 
next 150 years, a number of factors 

caused swift fox numbers to decline. 
Widespread habitat alteration caused by 
the near annihilation of bison was 
among the biggest. The foxes prefer 
short- and mixed-grass prairie. Without 
bison to graze the lands, the grasses grew 
tall. In addition, prairie dogs, considered 
a pest by ranchers but one of the fox's 
primary foods, were reduced to less than 
5 percent of their historic range. Besides 
prairie dogs, the mostly nocturnal swift 
foxes also subsist on a diet of insects and 
small rodents, including ground squir
rels, rats, mice, and voles. 

In its purest sense, the effort at 
Badlands is the result of a blossoming 
public-private partnership initiated in 
South Dakota by media mogul Ted 
Turner, who owns several large bison 
ranches in the region including the Bad 
River Ranch, just east of the national 
park. 

Under the auspices of the Turner 
Endangered Species Fund, led by biolo
gist Mike Phillips (who, as a federal sci
entist in the 1990s, oversaw the reintro-
duction of wolves to Yellowstone), swift 
foxes were first returned to the 138,000-
acre Bad River Ranch in 2002. Studies 
show the ranches could support a swift 
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The reintroduction of foxes builds 

upon the quiet successes of 

several other wildl i fe reintroduction 

programs at Badlands... 

fox population of more than 200. 
The following summer, Turners biol

ogists were again granted permission to 
trap and transport swift foxes from a 
thriving wild population in southern 
Wyoming, while a corresponding team 
from Badlands secured foxes from east
ern Colorado. "We've gleaned some 
valuable insights from the Turner team," 
Schroeder says. "They've been great to 
work with and very supportive of what 
we're trying to do. We've got a lot of 
heads thinking about doing this right." 

The reintroduction of foxes builds 
upon the quiet successes of several other 
wildlife reintroduction programs at 
Badlands, where in recent years the park 
has been a stage for restoring the most 
endangered land mammal in North 
America, the black-footed ferret. Ferrets 
rely almost entirely on prairie dogs as a 
food source. A self-sustaining popula
tion of 200 ferrets exists primarily in 
Buffalo Gap National Grasslands, where 
15 years ago they were considered extir
pated. In addition, the park has offered 
sanctuary to a growing plains bison herd 
and a band of Rocky Mountain bighorn 
sheep. 

Researchers have identified more than 
1,000 different threatened and endan
gered species that once were native to 
national parks. Large and remote west
ern parks like Badlands represent some 
of the best opportunities for restoration. 

"We are looking to reassemble as 
many pieces as we can of the original 
ecosystem puzzle," Schroeder says. 
"Watching foxes out here again is 
exciting." 

Schroeder and Albertson released the 
animals in a remote, rolling corner of 
Badlands near a prairie dog colony on 
the edge of designated federal wilder
ness. Every fox is equipped with a radio 
collar that enable researchers to track its 

movement on the landscape. "This is an 
experiment that began the day the cage 
doors were opened, and it's going to con
tinue as long as there are foxes," 
Schroeder says of research involving the 
Park Service, Marsha Sovada with the 
U.S. Geological Survey's Biological 
Resources Division, and Dr. Jon Jenks 
from South Dakota State University. 

The hope is that as swift fox popula
tions take hold at Badlands, Bad River 
Ranch, and other sites, animals will 
eventually recolonize a wider area of 
prairie. 

"Badlands and Bad River are the first 
beach heads, but for this to work, you've 
got to have more than beach heads. You 
need human cooperation," Phillips says. 
"You can have all the habitat in the 
world, yet unless people are willing to 
consciously make room for wildlife in 

their daily lives, we'll continue to repeat 
the old patterns that caused problems." 

For Badlands biologist Schroeder, a 
native of South Dakota who grew up 
close by in Wall, restoration represents 
an exciting new frontier. "If you are 
looking at the United States as a whole, 
this is one of the few geographical areas 
that remain relatively untouched. We 
still have native prairie inside the park, 
which because of the remoteness and 
ruggedness of the land around it, got 
passed by when the settlers came 
through," Schroeder says. 

"Every day that we're out here, 
whether it's tracking ferrets or swift 
foxes, we have to pinch ourselves. It's 
hard to believe we're getting paid to do 
this work. We're able to look into the 
past because these animals bring us clos
er to understanding what a healthy 
prairie ecosystem was really like." I P 

Todd Wilkinson, of Bozeman, 

Montana, is a regular contributor 

to National Parks. 

Swift foxes thrive in short- and mixed-grass prairies. 
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THE FORECAST? 
HAZY SKIES 
CONTINUE 

solution to dirty air in our national parks, but conservationists 

say it will fall far short of protecting our parks and 
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the health of American citizens. 



By Rob Schultheis 

L
ast September, the president 
made a swing through 
Michigan to tout his Clear 
Skies legislation that would, 
he said, help to reduce air pol

lution, while at the same time maintain 
jobs and bolster the economy. The pres
ident said the legislation would replace a 
"confusing, ineffective maze of regula
tions for power plants." 

He chose to make his announcement 
at a Detroit-Edison-owned plant in 
Monroe, Michigan, one of the largest 
coal-fired power plants in the country 
and, as it happens, Michigan's single 
biggest source of air pollution. 

What the president did not mention 
during his speech before scores of 
Detroit-Edison employees is that in 
addition to dumping tons of mercury, 
carbon dioxide, sulfur, and nitrogen 
oxide into the air and into the lakes of 
western Michigan, some of that noxious 
mix of emissions may be adding to the 
haze and higher asthma rates elsewhere 
in the country—a situation that conser
vationists say will not improve under the 
presidents initiative. 

A new boom in power plant building is exacerbating the pollution problem. 

A $6-million study—called the Big 
Bend Regional Aerosol and Visibility 
Observational (BRAVO) study—reveals 
that pollution from power plants as far 
away as the Ohio and Tennessee valleys 
is an important factor in the declining 
air quality of Big Bend National Park, 
which sits on the Texas border between 
Mexico and the United States. For years, 
the American Lung Association has 
maintained that pollutants from power 

On most days, visibility at Big Bend, above, is moderately hazy, at best. 
Great Smoky Mountains, left, is one of the country's five most polluted national parks. 

plants in the Ohio Valley were landing in 
the New England states, causing the 
high ground-level ozone in Maine as 
well as the high mercury levels in the 
states streams, rivers, and lakes. Dirty air 
traveling from the industrial Midwest 
has also been blamed for poor visibility 
and pollution in at least three of the five 
most polluted parks in the country: 
Shenandoah, Great Smoky Mountains, 
and Mammoth Cave national parks. 

Sulfur dioxide and sulfate particles— 
key elements that degrade visibility— 
can travel hundreds of miles on the 
wind. According to a May 2001 General 
Accounting Office (GAO) report to 
Congress on air quality and respiratory 
problems in and near Great Smoky 
Mountains, on hazy days most of the air 
masses reaching the park generally 
passed through the industrial Midwest. 

This is the first time, however, that 
studies have suggested that these same 
pollutants may be clouding the vistas 
over Texas skies. For years, the declining 
air quality at Big Bend has been blamed 
on two coal-fired power plants south of 
the border in Mexico. But in 1999 a dif
ferent picture was revealed by the 
BRAVO study. From July through Oc
tober of that year, scientists carried out 
an intensive study of the airborne pollu
tants affecting Big Bend. Research sites 
in Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and 
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Located far from the 

nearest cities and 

industrial centers. 

Big Bend's vistas once 

extended for more than 

a hundred miles. 

Louisiana tagged Big Bend-bound emis
sions from specific areas of the United 
States and recorded levels there. Final re
sults have not been officially released, 
but this much is already known: Pol
lutants from power plants as far away as 
eastern Texas and the Tennessee and Ohio 
valleys are important factors in Big Bend's 
declining air quality. A State of the 
Parks® report on Big Bend, released by 
NPCA in November, also identified air 
pollution as one of the park's challenges. 

Located far from the nearest cities and 
industrial centers, Big Bend's vistas once 
extended for more than a hundred miles. 
Today, visitors find moderately hazy 
views on most days, and on a few days 
each year, Big Bend experiences the 
worst visibility within any western 
national park. Texas local Jack Lamkin, 
who first visited the park in 1956 and 
who for years headed the volunteer 
group Friends of Big Bend National 
Park, describes the visibility today as 
"tremendously impaired." 

Whether in Texas or Tennessee, power 
plant pollution blocks the scenic views 
that visitors expect to find in our parks. 
Congress addressed this problem by cre
ating special provisions to protect air 
quality in certain national parks. Both a 
1977 amendment to the 1970 Clean Air 
Act and the Environmental Protection 
Agency's Regional Haze rules require 
that air quality at Big Bend and other 
parks be brought back to natural condi
tions by cleaning up all domestic sources 
of the park's air pollution. But this may 
be difficult to achieve with a recent push 
to systematically dismantle core pro
grams of the Clean Air Act. 

In the September 29, 2003, New 
Yorker, editorial writer Elizabeth Kolbert 

On a few days each year, Big Bend has the worst visibility of any western national park. 

drew a razor-sharp picture of how the 
Bush administration handles the prob
lem of air pollution, using the coal-fired 
Monroe generating plant as an example. 
The plant pumps a noxious brew of poi
sons into America's air every year: 
46,000 tons of nitrous oxide, a chief 
ingredient in smog; 100,000 tons of sul
fur dioxide, which causes acid rain and 
haze; and 17.5 million tons of carbon 
dioxide, the main human-made factor in 
global warming. 

Under the Clean Air Act, a program 
titled New Source Review (NSR) 
requires power plants to upgrade their 
pollution controls, using the best tech
nology available, whenever they modify 
or upgrade their facilities. Experts esti
mate that if the operators of the Monroe 
and other power plants overhauled the 
facilities and were required to comply 
with NSR, the plants' output of sulfur 
dioxide would drop by 90 percent. For 
the Monroe plant, that means 10,000 
tons per year. 

Other pollutants would be similarly 
reduced. But the Bush administration 
steadily has been rolling back the Clean 
Air Act's safeguards by rewriting regu
lations that prompted the Clinton 
administration to take legal action 
against 51 power plants that violated 

the Clean Air Act. In addition, it has 
moved to slice the Environmental 
Protection Agency's enforcement budget 
to its lowest levels ever. 

Clear Skies outlines a "cap-and-trade" 
approach, which builds on a sulfur-diox
ide emissions-trading program imple
mented in the 1990s. This approach 
would establish an overall limit for the 
amount of a certain pollutant to be emit
ted nationwide. Utilities that reduce 
their pollution can sell credits to other 
utilities. Although there is broad support 
for a market-based approach, proper 
safeguards must be in place to protect 
communities and parks from receiving 
disproportionate amounts of pollution 

Even though the Bush proposal 
includes cuts in the pollution that causes 
smog, soot, and mercury poisoning, the 
cuts are not as deep as the reductions 
that would result from enforcing the law 
already on the books—and the proposal 
delays reductions for up to a decade. 

Not surprisingly, the energy industry 
has been a major player in the Bush 
administration's "reform" of environ
mental regulations. According to 
Kolbert s New Yorker piece, executives of 
the Southern Company, which owns 23 
coal-fired plants formerly targeted by the 
Clinton administration for clean-up, 
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and which is also a major contributor to 
the Republican Party, wrote directly to 
Vice President Dick Cheney in 2001 
asking that New Source Review regula
tions be axed. On New Year's Eve 2002 
and again in August 2003, the Bush 
administration announced an across-
the-board rollback of the New Source 
Review program. 

In addition, Clear Skies would pave 
the way for companies to build power 
plants close to national parks without 
determining what effect their emissions 
would have on air quality in the park. 
The National Park Service (NPS) has 
had a seat at the table whenever new 
power plants were proposed that would 
affect a park's air quality, no matter 
where those plants were located. Under a 
provision of the Clear Skies Initiative, 
the Bush administration plans to drasti
cally limit NPS participation to new 
power plant permits within 31 miles of 
park boundaries. 

As both the BRAVO study and CAO 
report, emissions from much greater dis
tances affect park air quality. Even before 
officially rewriting the laws with Clear 
Skies, the Bush administration has been 
ignoring experts within NPS and limit
ing their ability to review these permits. 
Mammoth Cave National Park in 
Kentucky, already considered one of the 
nation's most polluted parks, is now 
threatened by the Thoroughbred 
Cenerating Facility, 50 miles from the 
park's boundaries in Muhlenberg 
County. Despite evidence that the coal-
fired plant would further damage 
Mammoth Cave's air quality, the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky has given 
Thoroughbred its stamp of approval. 
Yellowstone National Park in Montana 
is threatened by the proposed Roundup 
Power Plant, about 120 miles from the 
park's northeast corner. NPS models 
have shown that the Roundup plant 
would degrade air quality in Yellowstone 
at least 29 days each year, but this evi
dence was "overruled" by the Interior 
Department. NPCA and other groups 
have filed suit to overturn the Interior 
Department's ruling. The groups, which 
include the Greater Yellowstone Co
alition, The Wilderness Society, and a 
Denver resident, said the federal agencies 

made suggestions that would allow the 
Roundup plant to operate without 
harming the air quality in Yellowstone. 
But, they said, those suggestions were 
overridden by the Bush administration. 

Exacerbating the pollution problem is 
the new boom in power plant building 
in states like Kentucky and Virginia, 
brought about by deregulation of the 
energy industry. Twenty-two new pro
posed power plants are on the books in 
Kentucky, and since deregulation in 
1998, 16 new plants already are operat
ing or under construction in Virginia; 
and 20 more have been proposed. Most 
of the power generated from the new 
and proposed plants in Virginia would 
be sold to out-of-state consumers. One 
plant currently going through the per
mitting process in Virginia is less than 
five miles from Shenandoah National 
Park's northern entrance. Shenandoah 
already suffers from some of the worst 
air quality in the country, a situation that 
has earned it a slot on NPCA's Ten Most 
Endangered National Parks. The park's 
streams are tainted with high acidity, its 
ozone levels are worse than those in most 
major cities, and it has dramatically 
degraded views. 

Thanks to opposition from a number 
of groups, including NPCA, the Clear 
Skies Initiative is stalled in Congress. But 

the Bush administration continues to 
lobby for it relentlessly, even though the 
legislation does not appear to be moving. 

Nearly three years ago, President Bush 
announced that one of the goals of the 
National Parks Legacy was to reduce 
haze in the national parks, and to 
achieve this through Environmental 
Protection Agency action. Few would 
argue that this goal has been met. In fact, 
one western environmentalist suggests 
that instead, the Bush administration is, 
"covering up bad air with hot air." 

Whatever you call it, so far, it has been 
nothing but bad news for Big Bend, 
Shenandoah, Mammoth, Yellowstone, 
and all the other national parks choking 
on the haze. In the president's own 
words, "Good stewardship of the envi
ronment is not just a personal responsi
bility, it is a public value. Our duty is to 
use the land well, and sometimes not to 
use it at all. This is our responsibility as 
citizens, but more than that, it is our 
calling as stewards of the earth." » • 

Rob Schultheis is a journalist 

living in Utah who has written extensively 

about the environment. 

Poor air quality and low visibility take away from the Great Smokies' natural beauty. 
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Thousands of people 

across the country 

volunteer their time to 

help the understaffed 

and underfunded Park 

Service with duties that 

range from cataloguing 

species and petroglyphs 

to clearing trails. 

Labor 
of Love 

By Phyllis Mcintosh 

At Petroglyph National Monu
ment in New Mexico, 15 vol
unteers—mostly retirees— 
have spent more than 15,000 

hours scouring a 17-mile-long escarp
ment to locate and document the park's 
ancient rock carvings. Over the past six 
years, they have found 21,000 petro
glyphs, again as many as were known 
when the park was established in 1990, 

and they expect to discover a few thou
sand more before concluding their 
search. 

At Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park in North Carolina and Tennessee, 
hundreds of volunteers have joined with 
scientists in what is expected to be a 20-
year project to inventory every species in 
the park, a list that could top 100,000. 
So far, they have discovered more than 
2,700 life forms—from bats to slime 
molds—previously unknown to exist in 
the park and 380 that were completely 
new to science. 

These are just some of the ways in 
which ordinary citizens are pitching in 
to assist an underfunded and under
staffed National Park Service (NPS) and 
enhance the park experience for millions 
of visitors every year. They are part of the 
Park Service's Volunteers-In-Parks (VIP) 
program, which Congress authorized in 
1970 as an official means for the agency 
to accept voluntary help and to provide 
volunteers with liability and workers' 
compensation coverage. 

In fiscal year 2002, 125,000 VIPs 
contributed 4.5 million hours of service 

Volunteers have found and documented 

more than 21,000 petroglyphs at Petroglyph 

National Monument, New Mexico. 
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at 340 national parks, monuments, bat
tlefields, and offices. NPS calculates the 
value of their work at more than $72 
million—a huge return on the $1.5 mil
lion the public invested in recruiting, 
training, and supporting the volunteers. 

At Shenandoah National Park in 
2002, for instance, 518 volunteers, 300 
of them from the Potomac Appalachian 
Trail Club, donated 41,375 hours of 
their time, equating to roughly 
$668,000 of service, according to 
NPCA's State of the Parks report on the 
park. The State of the Parks reports 
assess the health of a park's resources, 
and a portion of the detailed report 
reviews the impact of too few staff and 
too little money. Each of the eight State 
of the Parks assessments completed so far 
mentions the importance of volunteers 
in caring for the parks but also points 
out that volunteers, although valuable, 
should not be a substitute for full-time 
staff. Shenandoah, for instance, reported 
in 2000 that it had 84 fewer full-time-
equivalent employees than needed to 
protect resources and maintain high-
quality visitor experiences. 

"Without the work of volunteers, we 
would not be able to provide the level of 
service we are providing at this time," 
says Joy Pietschmann, service-wide coor
dinator of the VIP program. "Volunteers 
do some work that otherwise would not 
get done and free up staff for other tasks. 
Because of their contributions, we are 
better able to serve both the public and 
the resources throughout our system." 

Retirees represent probably the largest 
single category of volunteers, but stu
dents, families, Boy and Girl Scouts, and 
various oilier groups also swell the ranks. 
Special interest organizations often offer 
their expertise to help out with special 
events or projects. The Christian Motor
cycle Association, for example, assists 
with the annual Sturgis Rally, which 
attracts some 3,000 motorcyclists to 
Devils Tower National Monument in 
Wyoming. 

One organization, the Student Con
servation Association (SCA), specializes 
in placing young people in volunteer 
positions in national, state, and city 
parks as a way to interest the next gener-

Apostle Islands is besieged by volunteer applicants eager to maintain its lighthouse. 

ation in conservation. Every year, some 
3,000 SCA members provide valuable 
service to the National Park Service. 

NPS also recruits special groups of 
volunteers whose backgrounds and skills 
bring an extra dimension to their work. 
Through its International Volunteers-In-
Parks program, more than 100 people a 
year come from all over the world to 
work on projects in America's parks and 
in return receive valuable training in 
park management, wildlife research, and 
environmental education. An Artists-In 
Residence program places volunteer 
visual artists, photographers, sculptors, 
performers, writers, and craft artists in 
27 parks—from Acadia to Yosemite— 
where they present workshops and 
demonstrations for park visitors. 

Through a partnership with the Na
tional Park Foundation and the Envi
ronmental Alliance for Senior In
volvement, NPS has created a Volunteer 
Senior Ranger Corps, which enlists older 
adults to work with local youth on spe
cific projects in more than a dozen parks. 
At Homestead National Monument of 
America in Nebraska, for example, 
Senior Corps volunteers and their young 
helpers have scanned and digitally 
archived an extensive collection of pho-

A volunteer, in red, helps Park Service 
employees record data at Yellowstone. 

tographs of early homesteaders. NPS has 
also launched a Volunteer Laureate 
Program, Pietschmann says, to recruit 
experts, in fields such as geology and 
archaeology, who will travel to parks to 
assist with projects as needed. 

Throughout the park system, volun
teers of all ages, interests, and skills are 
lending a hand. Many perform routine 
maintenance—clearing trails, picking 
up litter, removing graffiti, eradicating 
invasive plants, maintaining gardens, 
landscaping grounds, and repairing his
toric structures. At park headquarters, 
volunteers staff visitor centers and book
stores, organize libraries, set up comput
er systems, and catalogue museum 
items. Still others conduct education 
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In 2002, volunteers kept tabs 

on condor nesting sites along 

the rim of the Grand Canyon 

and monitored sea turtle 

nests at Hawaii Volcanoes 

National Park, Padre Island 

National Seashore in Texas, 

and Buck Island Reef 

National Monument in the 

Virgin Islands. 

programs, talks, and tours, serve as 
campground hosts, and portray living 
history characters. 

Not surprisingly, a number of volun
teer jobs center around wildlife. In 2002, 
volunteers kept tabs on condor nesting 
sites along the rim of the Grand Canyon 
and monitored sea turtle nests at Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park, Padre Island 
National Seashore in Texas, and Buck 
Island Reef National Monument in the 
Virgin Islands. On Saint Croix National 
Scenic River in Wisconsin, 26 high 

school students and their teacher spent 
750 hours measuring and identifying 
freshwater mussels to help NPS protect 
the rivers diverse mussel population 
from the non-native zebra mussel. 

At Channel Islands National Park off 
the southern California coast, hardy vol
unteers hiked to remote locations of 
Santa Cruz Island to help spot and cap
ture golden eagles that were preying on 
native foxes. Last summer, volunteers 
also could sign up to help survey sport 
fish populations at Biscayne National 
Park in Florida and count bison in 
Yellowstone. 

At some parks, volunteers assist with 
the important job of visitor safety. 
During summer 2002, Preventive 
Search and Rescue volunteers at the 
Grand Canyon aided more than 118 
inner canyon hikers and checked to 
make sure that hundreds more had ade
quate food, water, and equipment. At 

Volunteers build a snow shelter. 

Last year, volunteers counted bison at Yellowstone National Park. 

Klondike Cold Rush National His
torical Park in Alaska, an SCA volunteer 
helped to escort two disoriented hikers 
back to park headquarters and treat 
them for hypothermia. Roving volun
teers patrol cycling trails and hike cliffs 
along the Potomac River at Great Falls 
Park outside Washington, D.C., provid
ing information, checking on visitor 
safety, and rendering first aid when 
needed. 

Some park tasks defy categorization. 
Volunteers have removed candle wax 
and lint along the Candlelight Cave 
Tour route at Jewel Cave National 
Monument in South Dakota; placed 
23,110 candles on Antietam National 
Battlefield for a memorial illumination 
at the Maryland Civil War site; aided in 
restoring a historic square rigger at Salem 
Maritime National Historic Site in 
Massachusetts; and helped visitors find 
names on the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial on the National Mall in 
Washington. At Big Cypress National 
Preserve in Florida, a retired naval officer 
fills backpacks with essential supplies for 
sixth graders' field trips and leads some 
of the students on forays into the 
swamps as a volunteer with the Parks as 
Classrooms program. 

A few jobs are particularly enticing. 
Every summer Apostle Islands National 
Lakeshore at Lake Superior, Wisconsin, 
is swamped with applicants eager to 
serve as volunteer lighthouse keepers. At 
Denali National Park and Preserve in 
Alaska, some 75 volunteers—mostly sea
sonal employees at nearby hotels—sign 
up to walk or run the park's 30 sled dogs 
during cool summer evenings. In the 
winter, the dogs work steadily on sled 
patrols of the park, but in the summer 
their exercise is otherwise limited to 
pulling wheeled sleds around a track 
during visitor demonstrations. Some 
volunteer dog walkers become so 
attached that they adopt their amine 
friends when the dogs retire from the 
park around age nine, says kennel man
ager Karen Fortier. 

Park personnel say it is impossible to 
overstate the value of their volunteers. 
Diane Souder, chief of interpretation 
and outreach at Petroglyph National 
Monument, calls the work of the volun-
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Volunteers help visitors find names at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the National Mall. 

For information about volunteering in the national parks and a list 
of current opportunities, log on to www.nps.gov/volunteer. Even vacationers 
are welcome to pitch in and help with short-term projects at some parks. 
Check at the visitor center or call ahead to the park you will be visiting to learn 
about opportunities. 

For more extensive information about volunteering on federal lands, 
including those administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
Bureau of Land Management, check www.volunteer.gov/gov. 

teers there "priceless both in terms of 
resource protection and in terms of visi
tor understanding." Until the volunteer 
team located and documented the thou
sands of petroglyphs, "we just didn't have 
a clue as to the extent of the cultural 
resource here." 

Jeanie Hilten, coordinator of the 
Discover Life in America species inven
tory project at Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, notes that volunteers 
serve an important educational role in 
the community. "Besides helping us 
directly with the project, they spread the 
word to family and friends about the 
importance of biodiversity and our con
cerns about threats to the park's 
resources." 

To recognize and encourage its most 
loyal VIPs, the Park Service is in the 
process of creating a Master Volunteer 
Ranger Corps to honor those who 

donate at least 500 hours each year and 
a Presidential Volunteer Ranger Corps to 
pay tribute to the more than 500 volun
teers who already have accumulated at 
least 4,000 hours of service. 

Many volunteers feel they are reward
ed every day they spend in the park. "It 
is so great just to get outside and climb 
over the rocks under that beautiful sky," 
says Jean Brody, a veteran volunteer at 
Petroglyph National Monument. "The 
second reward is thinking about the peo
ple who created these drawings hun
dreds or even thousands of years ago and 
trying at least a bit to get inside their 
minds." Then, there is the simple joy of 
working with people of similar interests. 
The petroglyph group has enjoyed such 
camaraderie that, with their work at the 
monument nearly complete, they are 
going out as a group to document petro
glyphs on other public and private lands. 

NPCA research indicates that there is 
still "a huge potential reservoir of people 
who are open to the idea of volunteering 
some of their time on behalf of the 
parks," says Mark Peterson, director of 
NPCA's State of the Parks Program. In 
preparing the first four of its State of the 
Parks Assessments—for Adams National 
Historical Park in Massachusetts, Glacier 
National Park in Montana, Point Reyes 
National Seashore in California, and 
Rocky Mountain National Park in 
Colorado—NPCA surveyed people in 
gateway communities about their will
ingness to volunteer in the parks. "What 
surprised us was that about 40 percent of 
those responding said they would be 
interested in volunteering," Peterson 
says. "We found this not just in one park 
but consistently." The irony is that the 
parks are not equipped to take full 
advantage of this wealth of volunteers. 
"Volunteers do not come free," Peterson 
says. "To make effective use of volun
teers' time requires an investment of 
park staff to train and guide them and 
nurture the relationship. But the parks 
are stretched thin just trying to meet 
everyday demands and do not have the 
leisure of being able to accept an unlim
ited number of volunteers." 

Still, Peterson adds, the National Park 
Service, along with other federal agen
cies, often attracts more volunteers than 
it can effectively use. Why are so many 
people willing to donate their precious 
time? "I think it means that the Park 
Service is held in such high esteem by 
the public that they're eager to associate 
themselves with it," he says. "Also, peo
ple truly do love the parks and being in 
the parks, and volunteering is a way to 
give back what the parks have given 
them." » • 

Phyllis Mcintosh last wrote 

for National Parks about 

Little Bighorn Battlefield 

National Monument. 
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R A R E & E N D A N G E R E D 

Gett ing the Picture 
Hawaiion picture-wings are among the most remarkable 

of the islands' 10,000 native insect species. 

B Y J E N E L L T A L L E Y 

Aword of advice 
before you uncon
sciously swat the 

next pesky fly buzzing over 
your head: don't, not if you're 
in Hawaii. You could be con
tributing to the extinction of 
threatened Hawaiian picture-
wings, special breeds found 
only in the 50r state. 

Picture-wings are part of 
the Hawaiian Drosophilidae 
family, widely considered the 
most remarkable and inten
sively studied group of the 
state's nearly 10,000 native 
insect species. More than 500 
species of Drosophilidae have 
been named and described; 
an additional 250 to 300 
await identification at the 
University of Hawaii. 

Drosophilidae—both its 
Drosophila and Scaptomyza genera—are 
renowned in the scientific community. 
The flies are viewed as model organisms. 
The genera help scientists better under
stand how new species are formed. New 
theories of evolutionary biology have 
been developed and tested as a result of 
research that has been conducted on the 
Drosophilidae family, particulary picture-
wings, part of the Drosophila genus. 

"Research on this group of insects 
from every aspect of biology has enabled 
scientists to not only test classical con
cepts of biology, but, more important, it 
has provided an opportunity to formu-

JENELL TALLEY is a staff writer. 

late new ideas," says Dr. Kenneth 
Kaneshiro, director or the Center for 
Conservation Research and Training at 
the University of Hawaii. 

"This group has been recognized as 
one of the best groups for investigating 
the dynamics of evolutionary process," 
he says. It has been illustrated in biology 
texts as examples of historical biogeo-
graphy and the radiation of species. 

Although the Drosophilidae family 
may be represented by more than 1,000 
species, some of those individuals' num
bers are falling. Picture-wings, like 
numerous Hawaiian species—25 per
cent of the country's endangered and 
threatened plants and birds are found in 

Hawaii—are one such exam
ple. Some scientists worry 
that the species eventually 
could be eradicated. 

Biologists at the University 
of Hawaii and the Pacific 
Island Ecosystems Research 
Center have surveyed pic
ture-wings in Hawaii Vol
canoes National Park since 
1971. Results suggest a long-
term decline for many spec
ies. Some populations are so 
small they could be eliminat
ed by a natural event such as 
a hurricane. 

In January 2002, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
announced plans to list 12 
species of picture-wings as 
candidates for the Endan
gered Species list. Several 
other species were named 

shortly thereafter, expanding the candi
date list to 15. Researchers believe that 
number could grow to 50 once more 
data are gathered. 

About one-third of the world's Dro
sophila. including picture-wings, occur 
only in Hawaii. The species arc located 
throughout the high islands of the 
Hawaiian archipelago, a group of 132 
islands, reefs, and shoals that includes 
Haleakala and Hawaii Volcanoes nation
al parks and stretches some 1,500 miles. 

Each picture-wing proposed for list
ing as endangered is found on only a sin
gle island. Each breeds in only one or a 
few related plant species, some of which 
also arc threatened or endangered. 
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Picture-wings, two of which are shown here facing 
each other, have spectacular courtship displays. 



Several species of picture-wings are 
found within certain areas in Haleakala 
National Park. They are more wide
spread in Hawaii Volcanoes National 
Park. The flies are associated with native 
plants in both wet and dry conditions in 
both parks. 

The species are restricted to native 
Hawaiian ecosystems, most of which are 
found in higher elevations with cooler 
temperatures, and likely could not sur
vive outside of such habitats. If, say, the 
male flies are exposed to temperatures 
above 70 degrees Fahrenheit, even for a 
few minutes, they could become sterile. 

Individual species, however, have 
adapted to various environments within 
the ecosystems. Some occupy dry forests; 
others live in rainforests. For this reason, 
biologists and scientists believe that pic
ture-wings represent an extraordinary 
case of habitat-specific evolution, per
haps more than any group of animals in 
the world. 

"Any impact on these native ecosys
tems will have consequences on these 
insects," says Kaneshiro, "which are, for 
most of the species, [already] found in 
relatively low population sizes." 

Hawaiian Drosophila became threat
ened when humans and invasive alien 
species, such as the non-native western 
yellowjacket wasp, began to inhabit the 
islands, according to Kaneshiro. Habitat 
degradation caused by alien weeds and 
wild animals, such as mouflon sheep, 
deer, and pigs, also have contributed to 
the species' declining numbers. Habitat 
lost or damaged because of fire, biologi
cal pest control, and predation from 
alien insects, particularly ants and wasps, 
have played a part in the picture-wings' 
threatened status, as well. 

Collectively, picture-wings, often 
referred to as the "birds of paradise" of 
the insect world because of their spectac
ular courtship displays, are the largest 
Drosophila species, although their mor
phologies, size, and color are varied. 

Many are about the size of common 
houseflies, mammoth compared with 
their mainland relatives, with wingspans 
exceeding 20 millimeters. Others are 
extremely small, with less than a five-
millimeter wingspan. Some are a shiny 
black with no markings on the wings, 
while others have color patterns on their 
body, abdomen, and head and elaborate 

markings on their wings. 
The flies have three main body parts: 

a head, thorax, and abdomen. Two 
antennae protrude from the front of the 
head between their eyes. Their wings 
and three pairs of legs are attached to the 
thorax. 

Their lifespan varies, depending on 
the species. Some live only a few days, 
whereas others live close to a year and are 
sometimes kept alive in a laboratory. 

Hawaiian picture-wings and other 
Drosophilidae have supplied the scientif
ic community, and the general public, 
with a wealth of biological knowledge 
over the years. 

"The results [of research on the genus] 
have been applied to...controlling agri
cultural pests, such as tephritid fruit 
flies—Mediterranean fruit fly, Oriental 
fruit fly—and we are now beginning to 
use these flies for biomedical and phar
maceutical research," Kaneshiro says. 

Protecting the picture-wing species, 
and the rest of the Drosophilidae family, 
by preserving and restoring its natural 
habitat and eliminating invasive alien 
species is vital. The benefit to human
kind is too great not to. • 
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Tumacacori tells the story of southern Arizona's natives and its first European settlers. 

From the desert bloom 

at Saguaro National Park 

to conquistadors at 

Coronado, southeastern 

Arizona offers a diversity 

of landscapes and history. 

Here are five national 

park units that should not 

be missed on any week-

long trip to the area. 

A TRIP TO TuCdOn COUNTRY 

F 
By Bill Updike 

unky and fun, Tucson, Ari
zona's rich natural and anthro
pological history reflects a 
diverse heritage primed for 
discovery. Though less cos

mopolitan than Phoenix, Tucson ambles 
in a way that seems more appropriate to 
the old West and southern Arizona. 

The scenery surrounding the city is 
outstanding, and its weather, legendary. 
Tucson rests in the midst of four moun
tain ranges: the Santa Catalinas to the 
North, the Rincons to the East, the 
Santa Ritas to the South, and the 
Tucsons to the West. 

In the wintertime, visitors might be 
treated to one of the rare storms that 

Mexican pinyon pine, Schorls yucca, and 
beargrass decorate Chiricahua in winter. 

blanket the higher elevations with snow. 
If you happen to be in Tucson on such a 
day, head to the foothills for a hike from 
the arid desert into a forest of snow-
covered cacti. 

Spring is also an excellent time to visit 
Tucson and tour the region's national 
parks. In March, depending on the win
ter rains and snowfall, wildflowers begin 
to reveal themselves. Gold poppy, desert 
marigold, globemallows, penstemon, 
verbena, larkspur, and desert lupine 
cover the desert in a cornucopia of color. 
If you're more interested in flowering 
cacti, April and May are the best months 
to visit, when saguaros, various cholla, 
prickly pear, pincushions, hedgehogs, 
and claret cups bloom during these 
months and occasionally into June. 
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Tucson boasts a long history of 
human habitation and functions as a 
good jumping off point for visitors inter
ested in learning about the history of 
southeastern Arizona. Tucson provided 
shelter for various people: the ancient 
Hohokam, more modern Pimas, 
Spanish explorers and missionaries, and 
later settlers. 

A week-long vacation could be spent 
exploring Tucson. However, for a more 
expansive and inspiring immersion, visi
tors should step out of the city and into 
the areas national parks. 

Saguaro National Park 
Because of its proximity to downtown 
Tucson, Saguaro National Park should 
be a first stop for visitors to the south
eastern Arizona parks. The park protects 
thousands of acres of desert plants and 
wildlife, including stands of its name
sake, the saguaro cactus. Called the 
"monarch of the Sonoran Desert," the 
saguaro exhibits fascinating adaptations 
to the tough desert environment. 

Ancient and modern American 
Indians used parts of the saguaro for 
food, ceremony, and shelter. Evidence of 
the Hohokam, or "those who have van
ished," appears in petroglyphs in the 
parks western section. Visit Signal Hill 
to see some examples. For hiking 
options, both the East and West districts 
offer many excellent trails of moderate to 
difficult challenge. Those interested in 
the backcountry experience should head 
to Saguaro East, which features many 
trails in the Rincon Mountains. 

For more information on the park, 
visit www.nps.gov/sagu/index.htm or 
call 520-733-5158. 

Tumacacori National 
Historical Park 

Tucson's next nearest national park unit, 
Tumacacori National Historical Park, 
relates the history of Spanish missionar
ies in the "New World." Originally 
founded as the Mission San Cayetano de 
Tumacacori (later changed to San Jose 
de Tumacacori) by the legendary Jesuit 
Eusebio Francisco Kino in January 
1691, the mission was created to convert 
the local Pima Indians to Christianity. 

In 1767, the Spanish King Charles III 

banished the Jesuits, for political reasons, 
from Spain and all of her colonies world
wide, including the Pimeria Alta. The 
Franciscan order took over the area and, 
circa 1800, Fray Narciso Gutierrez 
began working with masons and Indian 
and Spanish laborers on a church at 
Tumacacori to replace the previous Jesuit 
structure. However, because of warfare 
and the missions relative poverty, the 
church would not be completed until 
the 1820s. The Franciscan-built church at Tumacacori. 

Saguaro National Park protects thousands of acres of desert plants, including its name

sake, the saguaro catcus, seen above with teddy bear cholla and brittlebrush. 
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Park visitors can marvel at what 
remains of the 1800s structure and 
imagine the struggles that the early 
missionaries faced. On your way from 
Tucson, be sure to visit the impressive 
San Xavier del Bac mission. Called the 
"White Dove of the Desert," San 

Xavier del Bac was the third mission of 
Arizona. It became the principal mis
sion at the beginning of the 19th cen
tury. For more information about 
Tumacacori National Historical Park, 
visit www.nps.gov/tuma/ or call 520-
398-2341. 

Coronado National Memorial 
Another park that tells the story ol the 
early Spanish exploration of the 
American Southwest, Coronado Na
tional Memorial marks the countryside 
where explorer Francisco Vasquez de 
Coronado first led his detachment into 
Arizona in 1540 during the search for 
the fabled "Seven Cities of Cibola." 
Although the cities were said to be 
"large...with streets lined with gold
smith shops, houses of many stories, and 
doorways studded with emeralds and 
turquoise," the expedition never found 
any wealth in the modest pueblos of the 
region. Rather, the explorers discovered 
hardship and encountered indigenous 
peoples of the Southwest. The unsuc
cessful journey terminated after reaching 
the Great Plains of Kansas. Coronado 
would later face judgment for his im
proper treatment of the Indians on his 
return to Mexico in 1542. 

Many stories surround the expedi
tion: from Spanish explorers, to 
Franciscan priests, to a Plains Indian 
that Coronado's people called "The 

NATIONAL PARKS 
CORPORATE 

PARTNERSHIP 

At NPCA, we value our National Parks Corporate 

Partners, which demonstrate the role an 

engaged private sector can play in safeguarding 

our national parks. 

Archer Daniels Midland Company 

Bloomberg, LP. 

The Coca-Cola Company 

Delaware North Companies, Inc. 

EMC Corporation 

Georgia-Pacific Corporation 

The Home Depot 

Pitney Bowes, Inc. 

Willkie Farr & Gallagher 

For more information, please contact Curt Withrow, 
director of corporate relations, at 

cwithrow@npca.org, or 800-628-7275 ext.156. 

C H E C K I T O U T ! 
National Parks'advertisers invite you to find out more about their destinations, products, 
and services. Check out their web sites or caU them at the numbers listed below. For addi

tional information, please return the reader service card or log on to www.npca.org! 

Alaska Railroad 
800-544-0552 

www.alaskarailroad.com 

Alaska Tourism 
888-921-8771 

www.travelalaska.com 

Alpine Adventure Tours 
888-478-4004 

www.swisshiking.com 

American Cruise Lines 
800-814-6880 

www.americancruiselines.com 

Arizona Office of Tourism 
866-663-6640 

www.GrandandBeyond.com 

Arizona State Parks 
602-542-1993 

www.azstateparks.com 

Bradford Exchange 
www.collectiblestoday.com 

Edward R. Hamilton 
Booksellers 

www.erhbooks.com/ftc 
800-677-3483 

International Coin & 
Currency, Inc. 
800-451-4463 

www.iccoin.net 

Kennicott Glacier Lodge 
800-987-6773 

www.kennicottlodge.com 

Maine Windjammer Assoc. 
800-807-WIND 

www.sailmainecoast.com 

McAllen Chamber of 
Commerce 

877-MCALLEN 
www.mcallencvb.com 

National Collector's Mint 
888-NAT-MINT 

www.natinalcollectorsmint.com 

New Brunswick, Canada 
800-561-0123 

www.tourismnewbrunswick.ca/ 
wonders 

Next Ten 
800-222-4106 

www. nextten .com 

Outer Banks, NC 
800-OBX-4FUN 

www.outerbanks.org 

Sierra Trading Post 
800-713-4534 

www.sierratradingpost.com 

Springfield, Missouri CVB 
800-678-8767 

www.visit-springfield.com 

Sunrise Tours 
800-881-8804 

www.travelsunrise.com 

Techno Brands 
800-992-2966 

www.technoscout.com 

West Virginia Tourism 
800-CALL-WVA 

www.wvstateparks.com 
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The Coronado monument tells the story of Spanish exploration of the American Southwest. 

Turk," who was determined to lead the 
expedition to the Plains where, it was 
hoped by the beleaguered Indians, the 
Spanish would perish. Visitors can hike 

the short Coronado Peak Trail at 
Montezuma Pass for an expansive view 
of the San Rafael Valley (looking west), 
and the San Pedro Valley in Mexico. 

From that location, visitors can imagine 
the legion of Spaniards, with their coats 
of mail and shiny helmets, searching for 
gold and fame and finding dust and 
iniquity. 

For more information on the park, 
visit www.nps.gov/coro/ or call 520-
366-5515. 

Fort Bowie National Historic Site 
Continuing the tour east from Tucson 
and into more modern times, Fort 
Bowie National Historic Site chronicles 
the battles between the U.S. government 
and the Apache Indians. Fort Bowie was 
originally constructed in 1862 to secure 
safe passage through the pass and access 
to Apache Spring, what the Spanish 
called "Puerto del Dado" (the "Pass of 
Chance"). The fort provides a look at a 
complicated affair in U.S.-American 
Indian relations. 

In 1861, a band of Apaches raided a 
ranch and kidnapped the son of a 
Mexican woman living on the ranch. 
The settler, John Ward, wrongly 
claimed that the Chiricahua Apache 

Together we can keep our national parks 
just as they are. We need your help now-
as an NPCA Trustee for the Parks. 

Please call 1-800-628-7275, ext 219, 
or send your tax-deductible contribution 
of $1000 or more along with your name, 

address, phone, and email, to NPCA, 
Trustees for the Parks, 1300 19th St., 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

3 

T O G E T H E R , WE CAN MAKE NO D I F F E R E N C E . 

http://www.nps.gov/coro/
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Fort Bowie National Historic Site chronicles the battles between the U.S. government and the Apache Indians. 

chief, Cochise, and his men were 
responsible and demanded that some
thing be done. Second Lt. George 
Bascom entered Apache Pass and invit
ed Cochise into his tent, and informed 
the Chiricahua leader that they would 
hold him hostage until the boy and the 
settlers stock were returned. Offended 
by Bascom's implications, Cochise 
knifed his way through the tent and 
escaped. Cochise began warring on U.S. 
soldiers and settlers in the area. Between 
1862 and 1886, soldiers from Fort 
Bowie campaigned against Apaches, 
first led by Cochise and then by the 
famous Geronimo. 

Unlike most national park units, Fort 
Bowie can be accessed only by a 1.5-mile 
hiking trail. The hike makes the discov
ery of the ruins of the Butterfield Stage 
Station and the fort rewarding and pro
vides visitors with an opportunity to 
experience the beauty of the areas high 
desert. When traveling during the 
warmer months, remember to bring a 
lot of water and sunscreen. 

For information on the park, visit 
www.nps.gov/fobo/ or call 520-847-
2500. 

Chiricahua National Monument 
The final stop on the tour of the south
eastern Arizona parks, Chiricahua Na
tional Monument provides an excellent 
setting for understanding the human 
history of the region as well as immers
ing yourself in the area's interesting nat
ural environment. Named after the 

The Chiricahua Mountains' ecosystem differs from the surrounding low desert. The land 
boasts a diverse collection of trees, plants, and wiIdflowers. 

http://www.nps.gov/fobo/


A male vermillion fly

catcher at Agua 

Callente Park, Tucson. 

Birding in Southeastern Arizona 

In addition to its natural splendor and anthropological intricacies, south
eastern Arizona is famous for its birds. Saguaro National Park boasts 
many birds, including Gila woodpecker, gilded flicker, cactus wren, 
phainopepla, and elf and screech owls. Observant visitors might see 
hummingbirds, acorn woodpeckers, gray-breasted jays, spotted 
towhees, painted redstarts, white-winged doves, and Montezuma quails 
at Coronado National Memorial. Because of its proximity to the Mexican 
Sierra Madres, Chiricahua National Monument also has many unusual 
birds, such as the hepatic tanager, red-faced warbler, and the outstand
ing elegant trogon. 

Outside of the national parks are a number of wonderful birding sites. 
Some local favorites include Agua Caliente Park, 
Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge, Cave Creek 
Canyon in the Chiricahuas, The Nature Conserv
ancy-run Patagonia-Sonoita Creek and Ramsey 
Canyon preserves, and the Willcox Playa. For a more 
extensive list of the Southeastern Arizona Birding 
Trail, visit www.seazbirding.com. 

A cactus wren, atop a saguaro cactus, is one of many 

species to be seen in the Southwest. 

An NPCA charitable gift annuity can: 
• Increase your financial security by receiving guaranteed fixed 

payments for your lifetime. 

Reduce your tax burden with savings on capital gains and income taxes. 

Help NPCA protect the parks for future generations. 

To receive our free brochure, Giving Through Gift Annuities, call 

our toll free number 1-877-468-5775, visit our website, 

www.npca.org/giftplanning, or return the form below. 

NPCA Gift Planning Department 

130019th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

giftplanninginpca.org • www.npca.org/giftplanning 

Please send information on Charitable Gift Annuities to: 

Name 

Address 

City . State . - Z i p -

To receive a personalized illustration, please provide your birthdate(s): 

1 2 

_l I would consider including NPCA in my estate plans. 
I/F04 
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Current Annuity 

Payout Rates: 

Age Rate 

70 6.5% 

75 7.1% 

80 8.0% 

85 9.5% 

For information, 

call toll-free 

1-877-468-5775 

Protect parks whil6 
increasing your 
income! 
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Welded tuff columns at Chiricahua. 

Chiricahua Apaches, who called it the 
"Land of Standing Up Rocks" (English 
translation), the monument's most 
dramatic characteristic is its hoodoos, 
spires, columns, and balanced rocks 
formed from volcanic eruptions and ero
sion millions of years ago. 

One of the area's "sky islands," the 
park's ecosystem is much different from 
the surrounding low desert. Abounding 
in trees, plants, and wildflowers and 
receiving more precipitation than the 
desert, the Chiricahua Mountains boast 
a diversity of plant and animal life. Lucky 

visitors can spy rare animals, includ
ing coatimundis and peccaries (also 
called javelinas), and colorful birds. 

Because of their fruitfulness and 
relatively moderate climate, the 
Chiricahuas provided a haven for the 
Apaches and later pioneers. Among 
the early settlers were Swedish immi
grants Neil and Emma Erickson and 
the Stafford family. A daughter of 
the Ericksons, Lillian, and her hus
band Ed Riggs, turned the home
stead into a guest ranch in the 
1920s. Lillian dubbed it Faraway 
Ranch, because it was so "godawful 
far away from everything." It was 
largely through the work of Lillian 
and Ed that the area first received 
attention and was later designated a 
national monument. 

Visitors can explore Faraway 
Ranch, Stafford Cabin, and the more 
than 17 miles of trails in the park. A 
campground is open all year on a first-
come, first-served basis. For more infor
mation on the park, visit www.nps. 
gov/chir/ or call 520-824-3560. I P 

Bill Updike is a writer living in 

Washington, DC, who formerly 

lived for a time in Tucson. 

ALASKA 

w 1-800-987-6773 ^ 
Gracious hospitality and fine dining in the 
heart of the Wrangell-St. Elias National Park. 
Historic mines, spectacular glaciers, 
flightseeing, rafting, 
www.KennicottLodge.com 

ALASKA 

The historic Faraway Ranch at Chiricahua was a guest ranch in the 1920s. 
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TEXAS 

Texas Tropics 
Nature Festival 

March 25-28, 2004 

MfAMEN •' 

1-877-MCALLEN (622-5536) 
www.mcallencvb.com • ttnf@mcallencvb.com 
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National Historic Site. 
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WWW.TRAVELSUNRISE.COM 

Visit Wilson's Creek National 
Battlefield, Ban Pro Shops Outdoor 
World. Wonders of Wildlife and 
much more in Springfield, Missouri. 
('ome...ex|K-rienee Springfield's 
unique brand ol hospitality. 

Call or click today for your 
free Vacation Planner 
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SWISS ALPS 
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mountain villages 
2-week. 10-day and 1-week 

trips offered 
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F O R U M 

Parks for Sale 
In a quest for funds, park managers are employing methods to raise money 

that compromise the ideals used to establish the National Park System. 

B Y B R U C E C R A I G 

Our national parks have always 
been at risk. In the early days, 
commercial railroads and im

mense hotels constructed in key scenic 
areas posed the greatest threats. Today, 
the integrity of our National Park Sys
tem is endangered by a critical lack of 
funds. The resulting trend toward com
mercialization puts the en
tire system at risk. 

Despite an infusion of 
money over the past decade, 
a multi-billion dollar repair 
and maintenance backlog re
mains. Federal salary costs 
and ever-rising operational 
expenses each year eat away 
at the meager increases. As a 
consequence, park managers 
are forced to slash opera
tional budgets, in some cases 
by 40 to 60 percent. The 
result? Peeling paint and pot
holes, loss of interpretive and 
educational programs, and 
elimination of seasonal ran
ger positions. 

The Bush administration's answer has 
been to push the Park Service increas
ingly toward privatization. The adminis
tration is subjecting up to 58 percent of 
Park Service jobs to a process that could 
leave many of them in private hands. 
Even more disturbing is a trend among 

BRUCE CRAIG, a former national park ranger, is the 

director of the National Coalition for History, a 

Washington, D.C.-hased advocacy organization, 

and president of the Conservation and Preservation 

Federation of America. 

park managers to raise money from the 
private sector. 

Commercial sponsorship in the parks 
always has been a controversial subject 
within professional park manager circles. 
In the late 1990s, the Park Service was 
forced to reject a plan that would have 
enabled corporations to become "official 

sponsors" of the parks. Under the Clin
ton administration plan, corporations 
would have been able to make tax-free 
contributions to the Park Service and 
buy the naming rights of park units. 

The Bush administration, however, 
has a different view toward corporate 
support for the parks. Earlier this year, 
Interior officials embraced a commercial 
sponsorship scheme advanced by Pepsi 
Corporation to kick-off the National 
Football League season by featuring 
giant Pepsi-Vanilla banners on the 
grounds between the U.S. Capitol and 

the Lincoln Memorial. Critics were 
rightly outraged at the dimensions of the 
commercial displays that had no legiti
mate place on the National Mall in the 
first place—a display that led to a con
gressional backlash and new restrictions. 

At General Grant National Memorial 
in Manhattan, Park Service officials 

approved an invitation-only 
event attended by 600 peo
ple—a taping of a musical 
performance by pop music 
diva Beyonce Knowles slated 
for broadcast on the 4th of 
July as part of the Macy's 
Independence Day televi
sion special. In the past, park 
guidelines have forbidden 
such activities in parks unless 
they have "a meaningful 
association between the park 
area and the events." 

Though one could argue 
that practically any 4th of 
July event could be consid
ered "patriotic" in nature 

and hence have a connection to the site, 
the program at Grants tomb possessed 
no meaningful connection to Grant. It 
was a mockery of policy and disrespect
ful of the final resting place of a presi
dent and a national hero. 

At Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area, managers approved a fundraising 
program where boxed chunks of the 
famous federal prison on Alcatraz Island 
are sold as souvenirs. The sale of chips 
off the old cell block to tourists may 
make a little money for the park, but the 
sale of cultural remnants and specimens 
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is a dangerous deviation from time-hon
ored Park Service historic preservation 
policies and practices. Management 
guidelines state that the sale of "any 
object or item that is fashioned from or 
incorporates parts" of various classes of 
historic resources and objects "is an of
fense against the ethical standards upon 
which the service was founded." 

Today, like many former Park Service 
employees, I'm offended by such fund-
raising schemes. I'm offended by the 
bombardment of corporate and com
mercial messages on billboards that line 
the way to park entrance stations, by 
corporate logos plastered on park litera
ture, and by corporate "recognition" 
statements on visitor center and travel
ing exhibits. Most of all, I'm offended by 
the "beggar-bear" mentality that perme
ates the ranks of park management. 

In this country, we are bombarded by 
commercial messages and incessant cor
porate advertising. Shouldn't national 
parks be treated differently? Shouldn't 

they be the one place deemed to be com
mercial-free zones? National parks are 
places where we can be free from anxiety, 
city noise, and pollution. They should 
be places we can go to relax, appreciate 
the solitary value of wilderness, and edu
cate young people to appreciate the value 
of sanctuary for wildlife. At historic sites, 
we should be free to contemplate the 
events that have shaped our nation's his
tory without a corporate message pro
moting the local wax museum or trinket 
shop. Battlefields and national cemeter
ies should remain places where we can 
pass on our democratic values to the 
next generation and teach them the 
importance of paying homage to the sac
rifices of our ancestors. 

Alternatives to commercialization 
may involve steps the administration, 
taxpayers, and some park users may not 
be prepared to embrace. First, we must 
be prepared to accept higher admission 
and user fees, and all of these funds must 
be dedicated to the Park Service. 

Concession operations that include 
the thousands of campgrounds, restau
rants, and hotels in the parks must be 
opened up to more frequent competitive 
bidding. 

And as Americans we must be willing 
to tell President Bush and members of 
Congress that we are willing to pay high
er taxes, provided that more federal 
money is dedicated to the parks. More 
than $ 1,500 for every man, woman, and 
child in America is now dedicated to fi
nance the reconstruction of Iraq. Are we 
each prepared to devote an additional 
$ 15 annually for the parks? This amount 
alone would double the Park Service's 
budget and allow us to enjoy our nation
al parks "unimpaired" for the "enjoy
ment of future generations" as mandated 
in the Park Service's 1916 Organic Act. 
With such an influx of public money, 
the Park Service could afford to abandon 
commercial schemes. We cannot permit 
the Park Service to sacrifice its ideals for 
the mighty buck. J P 

MARKETPLACE 

AUTHORS WANTED 
Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manscripts of all 

types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, juvenile 

and religious works, etc. New authors welcomed. Send 

for free 32-page illustrated booklet D-63 

Vantage Press, 516 W 34th St., New York, NY 10001 

Coveted First 1968 
S-Mint Proof Set 

O N L Y $ 9 . 9 5 21 elsewhere 

Includes a 40% silver Kennedy half dollar in 
superb proof quality! Since 1968. S-mintmark 
(San Francisco) proof sets have been regarded as 
America's finest ever. Each 5-coin set comes in its 
sealed see-through case, assuring flawless beauty. 
You'd pay over twice our price in a competitor's 
catalog. Onlv $9.95. Limit 3. Add $2 postage. 
Order #10548.30-Day No-Risk Home Exam
ination: Money-Back Guarantee. To order by 
credit card call toll-free. Or send a check or money 
order to: International Coins & Currencv 

62 Ridge St.. Dept. 4438 
Montpelier.VT0560l 

Order at 1-8(8)451-4463 
www.iccoin.nel (many more ureal deals) 4438 
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Edward R. Hamilton, Bookseller 
543 Oak. Falls Village CT 06031-5005 

L _ www.erhbooks.com/ftc — J 

http://www.iccoin.nel
http://www.erhbooks.com/ftc


Y O U A R E H E R E 

Humble Beginnings 
This national monument is dedicated to one of the country's most influential and, 

at times, controversial leaders of the late 1800s. 

T his site honors a renowned educational leader, social activist, lecturer, and 
author. The sites namesake was born into poverty in 1856 on a tobacco farm 
within the confines of a tiny kitchen cabin (reconstructed in the photo above). 

With no money but eager to learn, the undeterred future scholar worked as a janitor 
to pay for a higher education. He later became an instructor at the school he attend
ed. He was appointed president of another Southern college and served as an advisor 
to numerous business leaders and several presidents, including Theodore Roosevelt. 
Have you visited this park? Do you know which one it is? [ANSWER ON PAGE 7.] 
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Get a closer look...8o times 
closer with SuperZoom 
compact binoculars. 
Optical breakthrough brings you closer 
to the action. 

Are you tired of lug
ging around bulky 
binoculars on hikes 
or to sports events? 
Are your c u r r e n t 
binoculars too big to 
fit in your purse for 
the theater? Have 
you just skipped 
on buying binocu
lars because they 
are too expensive? 

Binoculars are 
always useful if you're 
a bird watcher or 
sports enthusiast, 
but many for sale are 
big, bulky and lack 
any impressive fea
tures despite their 
high prices. 

We have the 
answer. Introducing 
optical technology 
that brings every
thing 80x closer in a 

^ ^ ^ ^ ™ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ smaller package. The 
Carson SuperZoom compact binoculars are 
some of the smallest on the market, and they 
still include all the features you'll want and 
need. You never know where or when you may 

From this view... 

• 8ox zoom-3 times 3 
as powerful as most 
binoculars 

• Compact-about half 
the size of most 
binoculars 

• Great for sporting 
events, bird watching, 
races, air shows 
and more. 

• Can be used with 
sunglasses 

• Only 12.5 oz 
• Affordable 

want them to 
take a closer look 
at the natural 
world. With excellent ™ 
zoom capabilities, they 
clear up distant objects and 
prevent eyestrain. 

Even with their small size, you won't 
have to compromise on magnification and clar
ity. The SuperZoom binoculars feature high 
performance prisms and ruby coated lenses that 
provide unsurpassed infrared and ultra-violet 
protection. The coated lenses were developed 
using expert optic technology to produce 
exceptionally sharp, high-contrast images. Our 
binoculars have the capacity to allow you to view 
objects at 20x magnification and then zoom-in 
for pinpoint accuracy with 80x power. The 
center focus knob and independent right diopter 
adjustment offers maximum focusing capability, 
all without ever losing sight of the object you are 
viewing. With its one-touch zoom lever and sure 
grip finish on the body, you'll never miss seeing 
the action clearly again with our binoculars. The 
binoculars also come with a tripod adapter for 
ultra-still viewing. The designers thought of 
everything. You can even roll down the comfort 
eyecups so you can view through your binocu
lars while wearing sunglasses. Complete with 
protective case with belt loop and a worry-free 
neck strap, you'll take them everywhere. 

...to this! 

High-performance optical 
technology for today's 
on-the-go consumer. 

If weight, size, eyestrain, or risk of loss are pre
venting you from taking your binoculars with 
you when you want them, Carson SuperZoom 
compact binoculars are the answer. And, with 
this special direct offer, they're an exceptional 
value you just can't miss. They come with the 
manufacturer's lifetime limited warranty and our 
30-day money-back guarantee; if you're not 
completely satisfied, simply return the binoculars 
for the full purchase price, no questions asked. 

Call now to take advantage of our 

special direct offer. 

Carson SuperZoom Binoculars 

§Jo*cj |$ i49-95 + S&H. 

Promotional Code CSB275-04 
Please mention this when you call. 

Toil-Free 24 hours a day 

1-800-222-4106. 
To order by mail, please call for details. 
We can also accept your check by phone. 

See more innovative products at 
www. NextTen. com 

NEXTTEN 
products for your next ten years. 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. CSB275-04 
Burnsville, Minnesota S5337 Jtm 

For fastest-service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 8 0 0 - 2 2 2 - 4 1 0 6 

akthrough 



NEW U.S. GOV'T 
SILVER BUFFALO DOLLAR 

as a 
100 Mil Pure Silver Proof for only $ 9 9 5 

WASHINGTON. D.C. Corp. ID Center. 
Tuesday, 8:55 AM — Today history is 
being made! The National Collector's 
Mint announces the limited advance 
striking of the 2004 Silver Buffalo 
Proof heralding America's new Silver 
Buffalo Dollar. It's the first time James 
E. Fraser's Buffalo and Indian Head 
design has ever appeared on any coin, 
since the famous Buffalo Nickel was last 
minted in 1938. 

The new U.S. Mint silver dollar is 
much rarer than the Golden Sacagawea 
Dollar. And, the extraordinary 2004 
Silver Buffalo Proof is even more scarce. 
This magnificent issue features the beau
tiful frosted American Buffalo against a 
mirror-like background on the obverse. 
On the reverse, the classic Indian Head 
design stands out in striking relief. 

ADVANCE DISCOUNT PRICE 

The issue's price will be set at S35.00 
for each proof. But, during this limited 
advance striking period, this .999 pure 
silver clad masterpiece can be yours for 
only $9.95. But you must act NOW to 
take advantage of this Special Advance 
Striking offer. The edition is limited to 
10,000 pieces worldwide. THIS MAY 
BE THE ONLY OPPORTUNITY YOU 
WILL EVER HAVE TO ACQUIRE 
THIS SILVER MASTERPIECE! 

Each 2004 Silver Buffalo Proof 
comes with a Certificate of Authenticity 
and is individually numbered. Distri
bution will take place in registration 
number order. So, the earliest orders 
receive the lowest registration numbers. 
A deluxe velvet presentation case is 
available for an additional charge. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Composition: 100 mil .999 Pure Silver 

Clad Base 
Weight: -loz. avdp 
Diameter: 39MM Silver Dollar Size 
Condition: Individually Struck Proof 

Series: BB Edition 
Limit: 10.000 
Registration: By number in ascending order 

STRICT LIMIT 

There is a strict limit of five Proofs per 
customer. Orders will be filled on a first-
come, first-served basis. Nonethe-less, if 
the 2004 Silver Buffalo Proof is not 
everything we promised, send back your 
order within 30 days by insured mail and 
we'll promptly refund yout purchase 
price. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. 

HOW TO ORDER 

Call now to ensure availability, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week with your 

credit card or we'll take your cheek by 
phone. Call toll-free 1-888-NAT-MINT, 
Ext. 4814 (1 -888-628-6468). Timely mail 
orders will be accepted if directed to: 
National Collector's Mint, Dept. 4814, 
4401A Connecticut Ave. NW, PMB-850. 
Washington, DC 20008. Nonetheless, late 
orders may not be honored and remit
tance will be returned uncashed. 

You may order one 2004 Silver Buffalo 
Proof for $9.95 plus $2.50 shipping, 
handling & insurance, 3 for only $35 
ppd., or 5 for only $55 ppd. Deluxe vel
vet presentation case is only $3.50 each 
ppd. So, don't delay. Avoid disappoint
ment and future regret. ACT NOW! 

CALL TOLL-FREE, ASK FOR EXT. 4814 

1-888-NAT-MINT 

-es^. National Collector's Mint. Inc. is an independent, pn-
((ju.\ sate corporation not affiliated with the U.S. tpnernmeni 
\»J5U! with headquarters at 8 Slater Street. Port Chester. NY 
^ ^ 10573,1-800-4524381 C2003 NCM 42421. 

Announcing the National Collector's*^*' Mint tribute to the... 

Visit din website i t : www.Hcmiiit.coii! 

http://www.Hcmiiit.coii

