
PEACE BILL CA. B. - 80s} MIGHT ENDANGER LOCAL
PARK AGENCY USE OF THE TITLE "RANGER"

A bill is now before
the Calif ornia State
Assembly which would
make it a
misdemeanor for any
pers on, at her t han
P .O.S. T. certified
peac e offic ers,
designat ed employees
of the Calif ornia
Depart ment of
Forest ry, and Stat e
Par k Rangers to use
the title "ranger, park
ranger, forest ranger,
or cferivat ions". This
bill was authored by
Assemblyman Peace
(R - San Diego), and
has passed the
Assembly's parks and
wildlife, and ways and
means committees. It
has als 0 pass ed the
floor of the Assembly
and is pending passage
in the Senat e.
The Calif ornia
Associat ion of
Recreation &. Park
Districts, in opposition
to the bill, stated that
this bill "may have
fiscal impact (on
agencies) r elat ed to

employees, ... and will
confuse the general
public who is
accust omed to
addr easing park
war kers as rangers.
The use of this title by
federally
commissioned (eg.,
national park service)
employees in
California would also
be in conflict with the
pr op os ed bill.

The major proponent
of the Peace Bill is the
St at e Park Peace
Officers Association
of Calif ornia
(SPPOAC).

at hers OPP osing the
bill include the:
Calif orrna Park &
Recr ea t i on Societ y,
Calif orrna Associa t ion
of County Park
Direct ors, City of
Fremont, Sacrament 0
County Parks &.
Recreation
Depart ment , and. the
Calif orrua
Depart ment of Parks
&. Recreation.

The Park Rangers
Ass ocia t i on of
California Joins in
opposing this bill.
PRAC members
concerned about the
impact this bill may
have on their agency
ar e enc ouragecf to
contact the Governor,
as many stat e senat ors
as possible. It is
requested that they
vote no on the Peace
Bill when it comes
before them. PRAC
me mbers should als 0
encourage their
agency t 0 officially
oppose the Peace Bill
through resolution or
lettertotheState
Senate and the
Governor.

For more information
on the t ext of the bill
cont act Doug Bryce,
PRAC Executive
Manager, (916 )
383-2530. Far a
complet e list of the
California Stat e
Sena t e cant act Chris
Crockett, at (408)
226-2147.
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TEENAGER BIITEN BY RATTLESNAKE IN SIMI VALLEY PARK
Excerpted From. An Article By
SU5an Chasen In The
Marcb.29, 1989 Issue Of The
The Enterprise

Aaron Williams, 14,
of Simi Vall ey vas in
serious but stable
condit ion ... aft er
being bitt en by a
rattlesnake in
Chumash Park north
of Indian Hills.

And.a ranger is
credit ed with saving
the teen's life.

... "I'm very thankful
that he was with a
ranger when it
happened," (Williams
mather, Krist ine
Robinson) said.

Lt. Donald Watstein,
a senior park ranger
for the Rancho Simi
Recreationand Park
Distnet was on hand

when the bite
occurred.

"He radioed for an
am bulanc e and ...
contr all ed the spr ead
of the poison,"
ace ording t a Willia ms '
cousin, Brandy
Tomlin.

"The ranger really
saved his1if e," she
said. " If the boys
were just there by
themselves, it could
have been fatal."

Willia ms said he and
three friends had a BB
guninthepark,and
the ranger was
escart inerthe m out
when the bit e
occurr ed .... "on a path

with a little bit of
grass and I st epped on
the snake and it bit
me, and Ijumped
away so it wouldnt
get me again," he
said.

The snake, he said was
about 3 1/2 feet long.

Editor's Note: Lt.
Donald Watst ein is a
member of PRAC.

WHAT DOES A RANGER DO WHEN A RATTLESNAKE
VICTIM IS ENCOUNTERED?

First aid f or rangers who encount er ra tt Iesnake bite victims is quit e simple
but the r equir edst eps ar e essent ial. Though qillt e toxic, snake veno m
causes fewer deaths annually than bee st ings and light ening st rikes.
American Red Cross emergency first aid procedures include the following:
1. The pri mary threat to watch for is shock. Keep the victim st ill and
relaxed. Place the victim in a seat ed reclining position and cover them.
This position ensures that any bitten appendage will be lower than the
heart.
2. Engage the EMS syst em immediat ely - Call For Help!
3. Make sure the bitten body part is kept lower than the heart, and plac e a
rest rict ing band. bet we en t he bite and t he heart. Tourneq uet s ar e not
recommended; you should be able to slip at least one finger between the
band and the skin.
4. Monitor the victim's vital signs every 3-5 minut e (eg., breathing and
pulse).
5. If an ambulance or paramedics are more than one hour away, gently
transp ort t he vict im to a designa t ed medical facil t y or rend ezvous point.
6. Use of a snake bit e kit should only be considered if medical assistance is
more than two hours away, Follow kit directions when USing.
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PRAC HIGHLIGHTS

From The Executtve Bnard Meeting
April 21, 1989

Foothills Park, Palo Alto, CA.

The Board, and
membersof the
Park Rangers
Association o:f
California met on
Apr:-il 21, 1989.
The following are
items of
signi:ficant
interest addressed
during the
meeting:

-JJle1ltbershi.p-
As of April 21,
1989 there were
170 mem.bersin
PRAC.
-New S1;udeDf:
Bepresezzt;.rl; ire-
PRACPresident,
Bill Hendricks,
appointed Rod
Turner as the new
Student
Representative.
Anemployee for
six seasons at
Yosemite National
Park, Rod is
currently a
student at CSU-
Chico. Warm
greetings to Rod
for accepting this
responsibility.
-Trail
CoDBtruc1;roD
lIorJulbop Rev iew-
PRAC:memberDennis
Danielson noted
that the workshop
held Apr:-il 21,
1989 was a
success. The
presentations and
l::rochure packet
were both we11
done. There were
46 participants,

representing 26
agencies. A
repeat o:f this
pr:-ogra:m.is planned
in the next few
years.
-~990 Fire
TraiBiDg TraiDiDg-
Coastal
Representative,
Glenn Kinney noted
that live :fire
training would not
ke possible due to
liability. A 32
hour classroom.
course is planned
for Spr:-ing of
1990.

-~9B9 Fa:L~
lIorl1lBhop- The
co:m.m.ittee is
working on a
two-day warkshop
on ethnic
interpr:-etation,
and resource
:m.ana.gement.
-~990

PBAC/CSPBA/LBAGUR
Co~ereDCe- The
1990 conference
will be at the
Holiday Inn in
Chico.
- ~989 'BaDger
SU1lUfler Ga.es-- This
event is scheduled
:for Thursday,
August 10, 1989 at
Foothills Park in
Palo Alto. There
will be a golf
tournament in the
morning, and other
games in the
afternoon. Mark
your calend.ars!

For further
information
contact Bill
Hendricks, PRAC
President at (415)
663- 9305.
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THREAT TO
BODIE STILL
LOOMS

In the March/
April 1989 issue
of The Signpost an
article alerted
PRAC:membersto
plans for a strip
mine which
threatens the
historical ghost
town of Bodie in
the eastern Sierra
Nevada Range.

At pressti:me, this
issue is still
pending a~oval
before the Mono
County Board of
Supervisors, and
the Governor of
California.

There:fore, the
supp::>rt of
infor:med citizens
is still crucial
in order to defeat
this pro}?Osal,
opposed Joy looth
PRACand the
California State
Park Rangers
Association
(CSPRA). Voice
your objections by
writing Governor
George Deuk:m.ajian,
State Capitol
Building,
Sacra:m.anto, CA.,
95814.
For more
information, or i:f
you wish to m:akea
donation to save
this val ualol.e
historical
resource write:
CSPRA-SAVBBODIEl.~
P.O. Box 28366,
Sacra:m.anto, CA./I
95828.

-.

COMMITTEE
WATCH !!

PRACPres ident
Bill HendricJ.03
wishes to
encourage me:mbers
to become invo 1ved
with one of the
current committees
which are
addressing issues
cr i tical to the
Association.
People are needed
for the following
co:mm.ittees :
-Audi~, people are
needed to review
PRAC's :finances
for 1988 in order
to comply with
state guide lines.
-StiUldazvJB and
Trai..ui»g, people
are needed to plan
the Autumn 1989
workshop. The
theme i_s "The
Ranger's Role 'With
Varied Cultures".
Pre 1iminary
planning is also
to begin :for the
Spring 1990
workshop.
-LegiBl.ati1fl'e",
members are needed
to officially
opPOse AB 805 (The
Peace Bill, See
page 1).
-Scbo1.ars.b.ip II'

people needed to
review/select
recipients for the
PRACscholarship.

Interested PRAC
members should
contact Bill
H.endricJ.03, PRAC
Pres ident, at
(415) 663-9305.



L.A. Park Rangers Given Limited
Police Powers

The mor~ngafter two
teenage grrIs wer e
raped and one shot in
Griffith Park, Los
Angeles Mayor Tom
Bradl ey visited the
park to sign into law
an ordinance that
gives rangers limit ed
police powers to
control disorderly
cand uct , unsaf e
driving and other
unlawful actions.

... The city's 25
rangers still ar e not
aut horiz ed t a carry
firearms, but they now
have certain
immunities from civil
and en minal liabili ty .
Additionally, the
assault of a park
ranger on duty ... is
now a felony.

In the past, the hands
of our park rangers
have lit erally been
tied because they did
not have the authority
t a effectively arrest
and cit e la w violat ors
who disrupt, dest roy
and invade our parks,"
Bradley said.

"Under the new law, •..
when park pr op ert y is
damaged, the ranger
can take quick act ion.
Today we are are
giving our park
pr at ect ors the tools
they need," he said.

...Park rangers are
regularly involved in
law enf arc em ent and

public safety duties,
ranging fr am the
issuance of citations
f or infract i ens t a full
cust ody arr est s .

"Rangers ar e fac ed
with situations that
may require
immediate
appr ehensi on and
arrest. ... However, in
t he past, rangers
would make cit izen
arrests which expose
the arr est ing of~ic,~r
to a personal SUIt.

(Bradley) ... called the
upgrading of the park
rangers status
something that has
been needed for a
long time. They have
certainly done their
jobs well in the past,
but now they are faced
with different
dangers.

Edi tor's Note: This
art icl e cul mina t es a
s eri es of art icl es "The
Signpost" has print ed
regarding the plight of
park rangers in the
City of Los Angeles.
PRAC commited its
support when the
rangers were
att empting t a obtain
peace officer powers.
P RAC is gratified that
Mayor Bradley and
The Los Angeles City
Council took the
acti ens not ed above.

Strange LAWSI
Did :youknow that
su:rvi.vnrs of an
airplane crash
cazmnt be buried in
Riverside County
(California)?

Of cours e this is not
true. But, st ranger
still, are some real
laws, such as ...
-It is against the law
for a monst er to
enter ... Urbana,IL.
-In Santa Ana, CA.,
two or more persons
may not congregate
for the purpose of a
discussi on on the
sidewalk.
- In Memphis, TN., it
is against the law t a
sell yo-yes and teddy
bears on Sunday.
-In Miami,FL., it is
against the law to
imitat e animals.
-In Bast on, MA., an
old law prohibits the
taking of baths on
Sunday,
- In Baldwin Park,
CA., it is unlawful to
ride a bike in a
swimming pool.
-(And finally) In Los
Angeles, CA., it is
prohibit ed for a wife
t a beat en with a
leather strap wider
than two
inches ... except with
her written
per mtssi on.

If you have some
st range laws t a
enforce, drop "The
Signp ost Edi t or" a line
at (40B)226-2147.
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PARK RANGERS ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA
Execu.tiw Board Officers

1989

Preaiclsnt
BillHendricks
Merin Mun:i.cipal
Water District
(415) 66.T93J5

Pad Preaiclsrrt:
JOM R a.mi:rez
TUlare County
(al9) 7.n-6612

SouthBr:n Rep.
Emie DelRio
Santa Barb ara County
(005) 68&4658

Viee President
Tom Hofsomm.er
Saeramento County
(916) 366- ar12

Coastal. Representative
Glenn Kinney
LARPD
(415) 449-0491

"The Signpost" Editor
Christopher Crockett
Santa Clara County
(408) 226-2147

''Cat ~t' Edi10r
Vacant

~asurer
Barry Murphy
Saerarnento County
(916) 366-2)72

Coastal. Representative
Judy Morris
Cit.yof Fremont
(415) 329-2423

Secretary
Michelle Alex
Sacram.ento County
(916) 366-2)72

Valley RepreseJrtati:ve
Dave Lydick
Sacr9J'Cl.entoCounty
(916) 366-2)72

EXECUTIVE
MANAGER
Doug Bryce
(916) 383-2Bll

The Signpost is published by the Park R~rs Association of Califomia (PRAC). The Association
mailing address is P.O. Box~ Sacramento, CA., 95828. n.e SipIpoat editor is Christopher
Crocket.t. Articles of 1,000 words or less are welcome. All submissions become the property of
PRAC, and may edited without nctace . Submissions should be mailed to Christopher Crocket~ 33J
Vi.ewparkCircle, San Jose, CA., 95136. Infonnation can be submitted by telephone at (408)
226-2147. The SigJllpostis published bimont.hly. Submission de adline.s are the last day of Fe bru 8.lY,
April, June, Augu~ October, December. Dated material should be submitted at least two months
prior to the desired print date.


