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PEACE BILL (A.B.
PARK AGENCY

A bill is now before
the California State
Assembly which would
make it a
misdemeanor for any
person, other than
P.O.S.T.certified
peace officers,
designated employees
of the California
Department of
Forestry, and State
Park Rangers to use
the title "ranger, park
ranger, forest rax_ﬁizr,
or derivations". is
bill was authored by
Assemblyman Peace
(R - San Diego), and
has passed the
Assembly’s parksand
wildlife, and ways and
means committees. It
has also passed the
floor of the Assembly
and is pending passage
in the Senate.

The California
Association of
Recreation & Park
Districts, in opposition
to the bill, stated that
this bill "mayhave
fiscal impact (on
agencies)related to

- 805) MIGHT ENDANGER LOCAL
USE OF THE TITLE "RANGER"

employees,... and will
confuse the general
public who is
accustomed to
addressing park
workers as rangers.
The use of this title by
federally
commissioned {eg.,
national park service)
employees in
California would also
be in conflict with the
proposed bill.

The major proponent
of the Peace Bill is the
State Park Peace
Officers Association
of California
{(SPPOAC).

Others opposing the
bill include the:
California Park &
Recreation Society,
California Association
of CountyPark
Directors, City of
Fremont, Sacramento
CountyParks &
Recreation
Department, and the
California
Department of Parks
& Recreation.

The Park Rangers
Association o
California joins in
opposing this bill.
PRAC members
concerned about the
impact this bill may
have on their agency
are encouraged to
contact the Governor,
as manystate senators
as possible. Itis
requested that they
vote no on the Peace
Bill when it comes
before them. PRAC
members should also
encourage their
agency to officially
oppose the Peace Bill
throughresolution or
letter to the State
Senate and the
Governor.

For more information
on the text of the bill
contact Doug Bryce,
PRAC Executive
Manager, (916)
383-2330. Fora
complete list of the
California State
Senate contact Chris
Crockett, at (408)
226-2147.
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Excerpted From An Article By

Susan Chasen In The

March 29, 1989 Issue Of The

T he Enterprise

Aaron Williams, 14,
of Simi Valley wasin
serious but stable
condition ... after
being bitten by a
rattlesnakein
Chumash Park north
of Indian Hills.

And a ranger is
credited withsaving
the teen’s life.

.."I’m very thankful

when the bite
occurred.

"He radioced for an
ambulance and ...
controlled the spread
of the poison,”

according to Williams’
cousin, Brandy
Tomlin.

"The ranger really
saved hig life," she
said. " If the boys

TEENAGER BITTEN BY RATTLESNAKE IN SIMI VALLEY PARK

with a little bit of

assand [ stepped on
the snake and it bit
me, and [ jumped
awayso it would’nt
get me again,” he
said.

The snake, he said was
about 3 1/2 feet long.

Editor’s Note: Lt.
Donald Watstein isa
member of PRAC.

were just there by
themselves, it could
have been fatal."

Williams said he and
three friends had a BB
in the park, and
the ranger was
escorting them out
when the bite
occurred.... "ona path

that he was witha
ranger when it
happened,” (Williams
mother, Kristine
Robinson) said.

Lt. Donald Watstein,
a senior park ranger
for the Rancho Simi
Recreation and Park
District was on hand

WHAT DOES A RANGER DO WHEN A RATTLESNAKE
VICTIM IS ENCOUNTERED?

First aid for rangers who encounter rattlesnake bite victims is quite simple
but the required steps are essential. Thoughquite toxic, snake venom
causes fewer deaths annually than bee stings and light ening strikes.
American Red Cross emergency first aid procedures include the following:
1. The primarythreat to watch for is shock. Keep the victim still and
relaxed. Place the victim in a seated reclining position and cover them.
}'Il‘his position ensures that any bitten appendage will be lower than the
eart.
2. Engage the EMS system immediately- Call For Help!
3. Make sure the bitten body part is kept lower than the heart, and place a
restricting band between the bite and the heart. Tournequets are not
recommended; youshould be able to slip at least one finger between the
band and the skin.
4,:,_1M o)nn or the victim’s vital signs every 3-5 minute (eg., breathing and
pulse).
5. If anambulance or paramedics are more than one hour away, gently
transport the victim to a designated medical facilty or rendezvous point.
6. Use of a snake bite kit should only be considered if medical assistance is
more than two hours away. Follow kit directions when using.

&

The Signpost



PRAC HIGHLIGHTS

From The Executive Board Meeting
April 21, 1989
Foothills Park, Palo Alto, CA.

The Board, and
nenkers of the
Park Rangers
Association of
California met on
April 21, 19889.
The following are
items of
gignificant
intere=st addressed
during ths
mesting:

—Membership—

Az of April 21,
1989 there wers
170 members in
PRAC.

—New Student
Representative-
PRAC President,
Bill Hendricks,
appointed Rod
Turnsr a= ths new
Student
Repre=sentative.
An employee for
g2ix seasons at
Yosemite National
Park, Rod is=
currently a
gtudent at CSU-
Chico. Warm
greetings to Rod
for accepting this
respon=sibility.
~Trail
Construction
Workshop Beview—
PRAC member Dennis
Danielson noted
that the workshop
held April 21,
1989 was a
succe=s=2. The
rrezentations and
krochure packet
wvere kkoth well
done. There were

46 participants,

representing 26
agencies. A
repeat of this
program iz planned
in the next few
years.

—-I1990 Fire
Training Trainipg-
Coastal
Representative,
Glenn Kinney noted
that live fire
training would not
be possible dus to
liability. A 32
hour classroon
course iz plannsed
for Sxring of
1990.

A

-1989 Fall
Vorkshop— The
committee i=
working on a
two—day workshop
on sthnic
interxretation,
and resource

nanagemnsnt.
- 1990

PRAC/CSPRA/LEAGUE
Conference— The
1990 conference
will be at ths
Holiday Inn in
Chico.

- 1989 Ranger
Summer Games— This
event iz scheduled
for Thursday,
August 10, 1989 at
Foothills Park in
Palo Alto. There
will ke a golf
tournament in the
morning, and other
games in the
aftearnoon. Mark
your calendars!

For further
information
contact Bill
Hendricks, PRAC
Pre=sident at (415)
663- 9305.
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THREAT TO
BODIE STILL
LOOMS

In the March/
April 1989 issus
of The Sigunpost an
article alertsd
PRAC memkers to
planz for a strip
nine which
threaten=s the
historical ghost
towvn of Bodie in
the sastern Sisrra

Nevada Range.

At yresgstime, this
issue is still
rending approval
before the Mono
County Board of
Supservisors, and
the Governor of
California.

Therefore, the
support of
informed citizens
ig still crucial
in order to defeat
thi=z proposal,
opposed by kboth
PRAC and the
California Stats
Park Rangers
Asgociation
(CSPRA). Voice
your ockjections by
writing Governor
George Deukmajian,
State Capitol
Building,
Sacramento, CA.,
95814.

For more
information, or if
you wigh to mnaks a
donation to save
this valuable
hisgtorical
resource write:

CSPRA-SAVE BODIE!,

P.0O. Box 28366,
Sacramento, Ca.,
95828. '

The Sionpost

COMMITTEE
WATCH 1}

PRAC President
Bill Hendricks
wishes to
encourage membsrs
to kecome involved
with one of the
current comnittees=s
which are
addressing issuss
critical to the
Azsociation.
People arse nseded
for the following
committees:
—Audit, people are
needsd to review
PRAC’= finances
for 1988 in ordser
to comply with
2tatse guidelines.
—Standards and
Training, people
are needsed to plan
the Autumn 1989
workshop. The
thems iz "The
Ranger’s Role With
Varied Culture=s".
Preliminary
planning i= also
to begin for the
Spring 1990
workshop.
~Legiglative,
menbers are needsed
to officially
oppose AB 805 (The
Peace Bill, Ses
page 1).
~-Scholarship,
people nsedsd to
review/select
recipients for the
PRAC scholarship.

Interestad PRAC
menbers should
contact Bill
Hendricks, PRAC
President, at
{415) 663—-9305.



L. A. Park Rangers Given Limited
Police Powers

The morning after two
teenage girls were
raped and one shot in
Griffith Park, Los
Angeles Mayor Tom
Bradley visited the
park tosigninto law
an ordinance that
gives rangers limited
police powers to
control disorderly
conduct, unsafe

driving and other
unlawful actions.

...The city’s 25
rangers still are not
authorized to carry
firearms, but they now
have certain
immunities from civil
and criminal liability.
Additionally, the
assault of a park
ranger onduty... is
now a felony.

In the past, the hands
of our park rangers
have literally been
tied because theydid
not have the authority
to effectivelyarrest
and cite law violators
who disrupt, destroy
and invade our parks,"
Bradley said.

"Under the newlaw,...
when park propertyis
damaged, the ranger
can take quick action.
Today we are are
giving our park
protectors the tools
theyneed," he said.

...Park rangers are
regularly involved in
law enforcement and

public safetyduties,
ranging from the
issuance of citations
for infractions to full
custodyarrests.

"Rangers are faced
with situations that
may require
immediate
apprehension and
arrest.... However, in
the past, rangers
would make citizen
arrests which expose
the arresting officer
to a personal suit.”

{Bradley)... called the
upgrading of the park
rangers status
something that has
beenneeded for a
long time. Theyhave
certainlydone their
iobs well in the past,

ut now theyare faced
with different
dangers.

Editor’s Note: This
article culminates a
series of articles "The
Signpost” has printed
regarding the plight of
park rangers in the
City of Los Angeles.
PRAC commited its
support when the
Yangers were
attempting to obtain
peace officer povwers.
PRAC is gratified that
Mayor Bradleyand
The Los Anﬁeles City
Council took the
actions noted above.

Strange LAWS!

Did you know that
survivors of an
airplane crash
cannot be buried in
Riverside County

(Califormia)?

Of course this is not
true. But,stranger
still, are some real
laws, such as...

-It is against the law
for a monster to
enter...Urbana, IL.
-In Santa Ana, CA.,
tWO0 O more persons
may not congregate
for the purpose of a
discussion onthe
sidewalk.

- In Memphis, TN., it
is against the law to
sell yo-vos and teddy
bears on Sunday.

-In Miami,FL., it is
against the law to
imitate animals.

-In Boston, MA., an
old law prohibits the
taking of baths on
Sunday,

- In Baldwin Park,
CA., it is unlawful to
ride a bike ina
swimming pool.
-(And finally) InLos
Angeles, CA., itis
pr%%jbit ed for a wife
to beaten witha
leather strap wider
than two
inches...except with
her written
permission.

If you have some
strange laws to
enforce, drop "The
Signpost Editor" a line
at (408) 226-2147.
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PARK RANGERS ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA
Executive Board Officers

1989
President Past President Southern Rep.
Bill Hendricks John R amirez Ermie Del Rio
Marin Municip al Tulare County Santa Barbara County
W ater District (209) 733-6612 (805) 685-4658
(415) 663-9305
Vice President Coastal Representative " The Signpost' Editor
Tom Hofsommer Glenn Kinney Christophe r Crockett
Sacramento County LARPD Santa Clara County
(916) 3662072 (415) 449-0491 (408) 226-2147
Treasurer Coastal Representative ‘Cal Rangey’' Editor
Barry Murphy Judy Morris Vacant
Sacramento County City of Fremont
(916) 3662072 : (415) 25243
Becretery Valley Representative EXECUTIVE
Michelle Alex Dave Lydick MANAGER
Sacramento County Sacramento County Doug Bryce
(316) 366-2072 (916) 366-2072 (916) 383-2530
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