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Palm Springs Conference H Sizzling Success I
The setting was a beautiful
desert oasis- Palm Springs,
site of the 1989 PRAC-CSPRA-
LEAGUEjoint conference. This
four day event wasn't all
tropical drinks at pools ide,
and teeing off the first tee
in balmy 90-degree weather
though. The conference also
had muchsubstance for those
rangers whoattended:

past the time alloted. Hats
off to 'Ibmfor a fantastic
jobi

OO:NF.BRBNCB BDrQUBT: Twoof
PRAC'sfinest memberswere
honored at this gala occasion.
Pat Hayes from Fremont was
awarded the first Professional
Citation Award. Palo Alto's
Jerry Lawrence, PRAC'sfirst
President, was the second
recipient of a PRACHOnorary
Membership. PRACalso
presented CSPRAwith a huge
birthday cake honoring the ir
25th anniversary. Former Palm
Spt:'ings mayor, Fra:nk Bogart,
presented an informative
kleynote speech before
attendees danced the night
away.

POST-conFEREnCE ISSUE
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OPENING SESSION: This
gathering brought over 100
people to listen to Henry
Agonia, Director of the
California Department of Parka
& Recreation, and the
presidents from.PRAC,CSPRA,
and LEAGUE.The following two
panel discussions on resource
:ma.nage:m.entVB. faci 1i ty
development and situations
involving park cooperative
associations were also quite
informati ve.

IN CLOSING: Congratulations to
the organizing committee for a
great job. For those who
attended, I hope your
experience was rewarding. See
you next year in Chico!

PRAC EDUCATIONAL FORtIJIS: Tom
Hofsom:m.er,PRACVice
President, did an outstanding
job organizing sessions on the
Bay Area Ridge Trail", Off-Road
Bicycling, and Homelessness in
Parka. Bach session packed
the room",and generated enough
interest to have gone we11

Bill. BeDiJr iclts
PBAC PreBi4e~
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Highlights
EXECOTIYB BOARD KHBTING
KARCII 9, 1989
PALM SPRrNGS RAOQUBT CLUB

The fo~lowing are highlights
of the 1989 S:r;ringBxecutive
Board Meeting for PRAC:
VERBAL JUOO SEMINAR- Coastal
Representative Annette Co~eman
suggested that PRAC sponsor a
work:shop on weapon~ess defense
for rangers. Chr is Crocklett
and Bruce Baker wi~l join her
in organizing this activity.
1990 TRAINING- Coastal
Representative Glenn Kinney is
working on sponsoring a two to
three day 'WiIdlands
Firefighting class in the
S:r;ringof 1990.
SOUTHHRN MEMBERSHIP INCRHASE-
Southern Re~esentative Brnie
Del Rio noted that membership
in his region increased 95% in
1988.
TRAINING TAPBS- Brnie Del Rio
also will make "professional
park ranger" training tapes on
public contact available to
PRAC agencies.
BAY RIDGE TRAIL RHSOLUTION-
PRAC member Dennis Danielson
askled the Board to support Joy
resolution the San Francisco
Bay Ridge ~ail Project. The
Board a~oved a resolution o£
support.
FALL VORKSHOP- PRAC President
Bi11 Handr icks suggested that
two concurrent sessions be
offered. Topics pr-esented £or
inclusion were staff
:m.anagementand intarpr-etation.
The Fa~l Workshop COJDlll.ittee
cons ists o£ Bruce Bakler, Chr is

Crocklett, Bill Hendricks, and
Jerry Lawrence.
DUES RHSTRUCTURING- The Board
agreed to increase Student
memberships to $10, and
Associate memberships to $15.
The increases are necessary to
cover basic costs. The
increases will take effect in
October 1989.

1990 CONFBRBNCB- The 1990
Conference will be held March
6-9 in Chico, California.
PRAC SCHOLARSHIP- A $200
scho larship was appr'ovad and
wa LL Joe awarded in the Sum.m.er
of 1989.

Welcomes Hnd Farewells
On The PBHC Board
At the PRAC Board Meeting in
Palm Springs, certi£icates of
appreciation were presented to
Coastal Repr-esentativa Annette
Coleman and ~easurer Bruce
Baker for the ir outstanding
service to the Association.
Their enthusiasm on the Board
wi 1L Joe missed.

New officers we~comed to the
Board include:
COASTAL RBPRHSENTATIVHS-
Glenn Kinney, LARPD
Judy MOrris, City o£ Fremont
TRBASURBR- Barry Murphy,
Sacramento County
SOUI'HBRN RBPRBSENTATIVH- Ernie
de 1 Rio, Lake Cahum.a.



PRHC 198B Statement
AS OF 12/31/88

INCOME Total

Memklerships
Training
Interest Income
Sales
Conference
Savings Trans:fer
Scholarship Donations

$2717
1395

49
171

o
50

350

EXPBNSBS

Total $4732

Executive Board
Publications
Service Charge
Manager Pee
Conference
Training
Awards
Travel
Scholarship
Consulting Fees

BXPBNSBS
Board Costa $1010
Publ ications 787
Bank Charges 3
Bxecutive Fee 0
Travel 444
Conference 0
Training 440
Decals 164
Mugs 389
Sholarship 250
Awards 113
Refunds 45
Total $3645
Balance 1987 $ 533
Income /Bxpenses $1087
Balance 1988 $1619

Total
BMlce T. BaJcar
Treasurer
Karch 1, 1989

$5639

$1124
1200

o
600
250
500
150
500
250
795

$5639

Help CalifDrnia Wildlife
On Your Tax Form
If" Iike the m.ost o:fus"
you're still blankly looking
at your incom.plete tax :forma
here may be a little incentive
to get this lourdensome task
done.
Check Iins 45 on your
Cali:fornia State Tax Return
and designate a few dollars to
protect the 254 species of
planta and animals enda.ngered
in Cali:fornia. All your
donations are deductible.

1989 Budget
Approved Karch 9, 1989

INCOME
Memklerships
Training
Interest
Sales
Conference

$3000
1530
115
150
574

Come on "kick in a couple for
the critters ! "
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Status LilllitatioDS- Out o:f 21
agencies polled, seven allowed
their rangers to carry
P.O.P.E. (Peace of:ficer
pt"otecti ve equ.ipm.ent). The
remaining 14 agencies did not
authorize use of P.O.P.E.

City []f Los Rngeles Survey On Hanger Qualifications
Released To PRRe members

SlJIDIITTBD BY BRUCH BllB'RR,
LOS GATOS PARKS & FORBSTRY

In Fekruary 1989, Anna
Waisgerber :fromthe City o:f
Los Angeles Parks & Recreation
Department subm.itted a survey
of qu.alifications for park
rangers in the State of
Cali:fornia.

The survey was part o:f an
ef:fort to grant peace o:f:ficer
status to the City's ranger
:force. The Los Angeles City
Council a~oved peace o:fficer
status :for its rangers on
February 1, 1989. Rangers are
nowrece iving 320 hours of
police academytraining, but
wi11 remain unarmed.

Twenty-one park agencies
responded to the survey. The
:following results were
t.a.bulated:

AGBNCI TYPES- Seven agencies
were municipal, one was state,
three were special districts,
and tan were county.

PEACH OFFICER STATUS- Nineteen
agencies had. rangers
classified as peace o:fficers.
Twoagencies had rangers
classified as public of:ficers.

SALARY RMlGBS- Ranger salaries
ranged :from$17,000 to
$37,000. The State o:f
Cali:fornia paid the best wage
at top step. The City o:f
Oakland paid the }:)estat entry
step at nearly $26,000 per
year.

TraiDi..».q- All ranger agencies
with peace of:ficer status
required a minimum.of 40 hours
training. All agencies, hut
one, whoauthorized use o:f
P.O.P.E. required a minimumo:f
200 hours training.

Job Corner
The :following agencies are
recruiting :for park ranger
positions:

PARK RANGER I
DonPedro Recreation Agency,
deadline-TBA, call (209)
852-2396.
PARK RANGER
Midpeninaula Regional Open
Space District, dealine-TBA,
call (415) 949-5500.
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S8VE BODIE
Rangers Rise To Defend Bodie From mining Threatl

:NEWS ImLHaBE SUBJIITTHD BY
THE CALIFORNIA STATE PARK RANGBBB ASSOCIATION

Alarmedthat an o:penpit mining
o:peration in MonoCounty might
destroy the historic ghost town
of Bodie~ the California State
Park Rangers Association (CSPRA)
has formed a s:pecial co:mm.ittee
to raise public awareness.

"Bodie is not only a state
historic park. It is also a
national histor ic landJD.ark,"Don
Murphy,CSPRAPresident p::Jints
out. II It is the best pr-eserved
ghost town in California, and
certainly the most interesting
ghost town anywhere in the
West. II

Strip mining of tbree-and-a half
square miles of high desert on
the boundary of the old town is
being considered by Galactic
Resources, Ltd., a
multimillion-dollar
international corp::Jration loaaed
in Canada. (Under the current
plan), the top half of 600 foot
high Bodie Bluff and the rest of
the mile-long ridge that forms
the backdrop for the old town
would be stripped. The gold
would be removed by a new
cyanide-leaching pr-ocess much
more effic ient than the methods
used in Bodie1s heyday.

Upon the ridge, the old mines
and mine buildings, which in the
their time gave Bodie its reason
for being, would be destroyed.
In addition, CSPRAfears that
blasting and the rumble of
oversized trucks hauling
thousands of tons of ore could
well shake downthe fragile old

buildings of the town itself.

And its not just Bodie at
stake. The U.S. Bureau of
Land Managementrep::Jrts five
o:perating strip mines on its
land throughout California,
and six more applications are
:pending. Four such mines are
pt:'op::Jsedfor MonoCounty
alone.

Proliferation of such mining
is destroying the
irreplaceable wilderness
values in manyparts of the
desert. Aesthetic factors are
only the first casualties of
these acti vi ties. Everyday,
birds and other animals die in
cyanide-laced settling p::Jnda
(despi te measures to scare
them away).... (Also), Mono
County would lose a :permanent
tourist attraction.

PRACmembersinterested in
helping save Bodie should
write Governor Deukm.ajian,
State Capitol Building,
Sacramento, CA., 95814; and
their legislators, CSPRA
urges. Also vrri te the Mono
County Board of Su:pervisors,
which plays a key role in
approving this pt:'oject.

"We could also use funds to
help get the word out," Murphy
notes. Donations can be made
to: CSPRA-SAVBBODIE!,P.O.
Box 28366, Sacramento, CA.,
95828.
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The Signpost is published by the Park Rangers Association of California
(PRAC). The Association mailing address is P.O. Box 28366, Sacramento,
California, 95828.

The Signpost editor is Christopher Crockett. Contributing editors and
writers are as noted in each issue. Articles of 1,000 words or less are
welcome. All submissions become the property of PRAC,and may be
edited without notice. subrrusstons should be mailed Christopher
Crockett, Coyote River Parkway, 985 Hellyer Avenue, San Jose, Californ la,
95111. Information can also be submitted by telephone at (408) 225-
0225.

The Signpost is published bimonthly. Submission deadlines are the
last day of February, April, June, August, October, December for each
appropriate issue.
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