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P.L.E.A.
LOSES A
LEADER

Commander
Newell S. Rand

Newell S. Rand Jr., 54, commander of the
Prince George's County Division of the
Maryland-National Capital Park Police,
died of a heart ailment on March 19th.
Newell Rand, was the vice-president of
P.L.E.A. at the time of his death. He
served in the capacity of secretary from
1993-1995, and was very instrumental for
a number of years within the organiza-
tion. His death, for those that knew him
came as a surprise. He was respected by
the his officers in his agency, and for the

Park Law Enforcement Association
members who knew him. The organiza-
tion will be at a great lose without his
presence.

Newell S. Rand, Jr. was born September
1, 1942 in Bloomfield, New Jersey to
Newell and Irene Rand, Sr. He attended

Muskingum College, the University of
Maryland and American University. From
1965-67 he served with the Maryland
Army National Guard. On April 1, 1967
he wedded his beloved Donna Weikert.

Duirng this same year Newell entered the
ranks of the Maryland -National Capital
Park Police, Prine George's County Divi-
sion. Newell was named Division Chief
in 1990. During his tenure as Commander
he instituted a Bicycle Tactical Unit, Park
Police D.A.R.E. Citizens Police Academy,
and the Park Community Volunteer
Alumni Association. He expanded both
the patrol services section and the vehicle
fleet, reinstitut~d a Motorcycle Unit and
greatly expanded the training within the
department.

Throughout his carreer he was awarded
twice Officer of the Year, and received
over 50 letters of commendations and ap-
preciations.

P.L.E.A. on the World
Wide Web

www.parkranger.com

The Park Law Enforcement Association,
board of directors, passed a resolution at
their last meeting that would expand the

.horizons of the organization by listing
itself on the world wide web. The domain
name can be found under
www.parkranger.com. The web site
will give P.L.E.A. a better opportunity to
serve it's membership.

The web site, which opened in the middle
of June, will be used to communicate with
other park law enforcement agencies, and

members. People surfing the web will be
able to find out about P.L.E.A., and it's
mission. People can enroll and join the
organization on the web page if they

would like. Students will be able to learn
a few things about park law enforcement,
both the positives and negatives. You

will be able to order merchandise off of
the web site, or share information about
your agency. Job opportunities and
internship programs, will be listed and
updated monthly. Training and confer-
ence workshops will be advertised, along
with the option to E-mail board of
directors information or questions. A
directory of all members is in the process.

Please send us your pictures and text to
our mailing address so that your agency or
specialized patrol can be seen on the web.
The first week we went on line, there were
a documented 2,500 hits on our web site,
that's a lot of people searching for
information about P.L.E. A., and it's
resources.

Find us by searching the web, and see how
you are at patrolling the Cyber Park.



When I sat down to write this message for
the Newsletter, I knew it would be a
difficult and somber task. It would be

-_iIIl necessary to formally announce the
unfortunate. death of our friend and
colleague Newell Rand. As many of you
already know, Newell unexpectedly
passed away a few weeks after his return

, from the P.L.E.A. Conference in North
Carolina. Those of us who have worked
closely with him, feel a great sense of
loss. Newell was not only a friend, but
also a dedicated professional committed
to the Association's mission. He was a
great help to me personally in spite of his
own work load as P.L.E.A.'s vice-
president and the Commander of the

A MESSAGE FROM
YOUR PRESIDENT

CHIEF RANGER TIM CURTIN

Dear Members: Maryland National Capital Park Police.
Newell cared a great deal for the
Association and Park Law Enforcement
profession, he is missed by his friends and
respected by all of us.

I have asked the current treasurer, Chief
Ranger Steve Pokrywka to assume the
duties of vice-president and Captain
Norm Lapera to move from the secretary's
position to treasurer. With the Board's
concurrence, a member will be selected to
serve as the new secretary and formally
appointed at the mid-year meeting in
October. We have a lot to accomplish
before the Annual Conference in Febru-
ary of 1998 in Fort Meyers, Florida, but
with the continued support of the Board
and P.L.E.A. members, I am confident we
will meet our goals.

PARK RANGER
HONORED FOR RESCUE

NATIONAL WATER SAFETY
CONGRESS CITES

ARIZONA
LAKE PLEASANT'S

RANGER T. 1. HARRIS

Thomas "TJ." Harris, a 14-year veteran
of the Maricopi County Recreation
Service Department's Ranger Staff, was
honored by the National Water Safety
Congress for a heroic water rescue last
year of a prisoner at Lake Pleasant
Regional Park, in Phoenix, Arizona.

Ranger Harris was at a boat launch ramp
waiting to transport an arrested man to

jail. The handcuffed prisoner, who was
being transported by water patrol, was .
wearing a personal flotation device. He
attempted to escape from the patrol boat
in which he was riding in, and jumped into
the water. After several attempts to
retrieve the prisoner, the flotation device
came off the prisoner and he began to
sink. Watching from the dock, T J. Harris
persuaded a fellow park patron to take

him out to the prisoner in their boat. He
jumped into the water without a life
preserver, along with Shelly Shepherd, a
wildlife manager for the Arizona Game
and Fish Department, and with a flotation
cushion were able to subdue the prisoner
and load him back into the patrol boat.

P.L.E.A. salutes, Ranger TJ. Harris
for a job well done!
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PARK LAW ENFORCMENT ASSOCIATION
Board Member Roster 1997

Tim Curtain / President
Chief of Ranger Police
Forest Preserve District
of Dupage County
P.O. Box 2339 (185 Spring)
Glen Ellyn, IL 60138
(630)942-6066
Fax (630)942-6172

Ralph Hays, Chief Ranger
Johnson County Park Police
7900 Renner Road
Shawnee Mission, Ks 66219
(913) 438-7275
Fax (913)438-8074

Jerry Wimpee
Rt.2, Box 39-2
Rockwell, TX 75087
(214) 771-5581

James C. Lindsey
Investigator, US Park Police
National Capital Region
100 Ohio Drive S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242
(202) 523-5067

John R.Byrd, Sr.,Sergeant
Durham Park Rangers
Parks and Recreation
101 City Hall Plaza
Durham, NC 27701
(919) 560-4383
Fax (919) 683-6366

ILLINOIS PLEA
Tom Schultz
McHenry Co. Conservation Dist.
6512 Harts Road
Ringwood, III 60072
(815) 678-4774
Fax (815) 678-2904

ARIZONA PLEA
Gary Nellis
City of Mesa
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Div.
P.O. Box 1466
Mesa, AZ 85211-1466
(602)644-2942 Fax (602)644-3799

PLEA OFFICERS

Steve Pokrywka / Vice-president
Chief Park Ranger
Wyandotte County Parks
3488 West Drive
Kansas City, KS 66109
913) 299-3121
Fax (913) 299-9051
PLEA EDITOR / WEB SITE HOST

BOARD MEMBERS

Stephen W. Thomas, Chief Ranger
City of Albuquerque
Open Space Division
P.O. Box 1293
Albuquerque, NM 87103
(505) 873-6620
Fax (505) 873-6628

Bill Jacobs, Captain
Minneapolis Park Police
3800 Bryant Ave.

Minneapolis, MN 55409
(612) 370-4777
Fax (612) 370-4831

Dale Reatherford,Sergeant
Hamilton County Park District
10245 Winton Road

Cincinnati,OH 42531
(513) 474-3004

Fax (513) 521-2606

Joe R. Henderson, Jr., Chief
Florida Park Patrol
3900 Commonwealth Blvd.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000

(904)488-5757 Fax (904)922-5841,
STATE AFFILIATES

PENNSYLVANIA PLEA
Jay Browning
Lancaster County Parks

Visitor Service & Protection Div.
1052 Rockford Road
Lancaster, PA 17602

(717) 295-3605
Fax (717)295-3598

OHIOf'LEA
L. Nathaniel Pinkard
Mill Creek Metro Park District
816 Glenwood Ave.
Youngstown,OH 44502
(330) 744-3848
Fax (330)740-7132

1998 PLEA Conference Coordinator

Carl R. Nelsen, Captain
Commander, District 3
Florida Park Patrol
2434 Edwards Drive
Ft. Meyers, Florida 33901
(941) 332-6966 Fax(941 )332-6970

Norm Lapers / Treasurer-Secretary
Captain Park Police
East Bay Regional Park District
17930 Lake Chabot Road
Castro Valley, CA 94546
(510) 881-1833 ext. 3100

Fax (510)538-7743

Richard Greer, Chief Ranger
Hamilton County Park District
10245 Wanton Road
Cincinnati, OH 45231
(513) 521-3980
Fax (513) 521-2606

Dr. Bruce Wicks, Assoc. Professor
Department of Leisure Studies

University of Illinois
104 Huff Hall
1206 South Fourth St.
Champaign, IL 61820
(217)333-4410
Fax(217) 244-1935

R. Daniel Crone, Park Ranger
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Sayorville Lake
5600 N.W. 78th Ave.
Johnston, IA 50131
(515) 276-4656
Fax (515) 276-2088

KANSAS PLEA
Stuart Foland
Johnson County Parks
Raanger Headquarters
7900 Renner Road
Shawmee, KS 66219

(913) 438-7275
Fax (913) 438-8074

1999 PLEA Conference Coordiantor

Stephen W. Thomas, Chief Ranger
City of Albuqerque / Open Space Division
P.O.Box 1293
Albuquerque, NM 87103
(505) 873-6620
Fax (505) 873-6628



CURRENT MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

NAME mDI~DUAL _

TITLE AGENCY-------------------------------------------- ------------------AGENCY~IRM _

ADDRESS (StreetIPOB) --------~------------------------------------------------CITY STATE ZIP _

WORK PHONE, NEW MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL _

1 Individual $ 20.00
Agency s 70.00I-------State Affiliate $150.00 1st ,

1 --= State Affiliate $ 70.00 Rene
VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED ~---------

ACCOUNT NUMBER~ ~SA MC _

EXP.DATE _

ACCOUNTNAME ~---------~~~S~IG~NATURE------~----

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE NATIONAL RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION (NRPA)
PATCARTRIGHT P.L.E.A. IS
NATIONAL RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION AFFILIATED WITH THE
2775 SOUTH QUINCY STREET, Suite 300 NATIONAL RECREATION
ARLINGTON, VA. 22206-2204 AND PARK ASSOCIATION
800/626-6772

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES

AGENCY MEMBERSHIPS
Recently requests were made of the P.L.E.A. Board of

Directors to establish Agency Memberships. The stated reason for
this move was to assist agencies in joining officially. Many
agencies have little trouble paying for an "agency membership"
but balk at paying individual memberships, even though these
memberships are in strictly professional organizations. By de-
signing a new membership category many agencies were able to
join en mass. Because of the inequities in agency size across the
nation, benefits had to be strictly managed in this category. Thus
the following benefits are offered to Agency Members: (1) Full
membership privileges to the agency as in individual member-
ships, and (2) Reduced rates for official P.L.E.A. Functions
(Conferences, Educational Events, etc., for all agency employees
without the need for each employee to join P.L.E.A. individually.
Because of the cost of printing and distributing PLEA only one
copy of PLEA would be sent to Agency Members. Though the
Board of Directors authorized reprinting and distribution by these
members. P.L.E.A. membership is decidedly inexpensive when
compared to other professional organizations. The Agency Mem-
bership allows agencies to financially support P.L.E.A. and
receive benefits from that membership.

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
(1) One vote per membership on official P.L.E.A. issues.
(2) Four issues per year of PLEA: Journal of the Park Law

Enforcement Association.
(3) Membership I.D. Card.
(4) P.L.E.A. Patch.
(5) P.L.E.A. Window Decal.
(6) Bi-Annual Park Law Enforcement Agency Directory.
(7) Reduced Rate for P.L.E.A. Sponsored Conferences and

Educational Events.
(8) Access at a reduced rate (or free as available) of special

P.L.E.A. sponsored publications.
(9) Eligible for election to the Board of Directors and appoint-

ment to various committees.
STATE AFFILIATES

State Affiliates are groups within states which have
organized along the guidelines established by the P.L.E.A. Board
of Directors. State Affiliate receive one seat on the Board of
Directors automatically and take an intimate role in developing
the future of P.L.E.A. There is a $150.00 affiliation fee. If your
state is not currently an affiliate contact the President ofP.L.E.A.
for details on how to start.



Item.*1 Em.broidered
Sweatshirts

Item.
*3

Em.broidered
Golf Shirts

Item.
#5

Silk Screened
T-Shirts

BeavywelCht 9os·S...,at.bJrt a..nable
In fore.~ green.. red, n.aq. and black
a-al $ 18_95 .
size 2al $ 20.96

Item.
#2

Em.broidered
Golf Hats

Banes l00'M. Cotton Pique Knit.
A~abJe In white. red ••• h. blaclt,
.ayY and foreat CreeR
s-al $ 22.95
2:d $ 24.95

Item.
#4

Em.broidered
Golf Shirts

l00'M. Cotton. available In white
and black
s-x! $ 10.95
2x! $ 12.9S
3x! $ 12.95

Item.
#6

Em.broidered
Cotton Poplin

Jacket

Available in white or black.
One size fits all
$9.95

Ouler Bano 100% cotton pique knit
_/cont,...t eoUar Colora: rcd body
_/na'YY coUar a fore.t pJac:ket. jade body
.•.J royal eoUar a: concord placket •
......mebody w/nayY coU..,. •. forest.r.Jaeket.
concord body _I n.".,. eoU.., • Ja •
placket
.-:<1 $ 24.95
2:<1 $ 28.1>5

Color: forest ,reen W'I tan liftiJ\,
a-x! $ 55.95
2d $ 57.95
3d $ 59.95

PARK LA 'W ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATI01'"J
MERCHANDISE
ORDER FORM

l'JEM" DESCRIPTION QUANTITY COLOR SIZE PR]CEEACH TOTAL

ADDRESS

~AME ADD SI.OO FOR XXL

IU>DRESS ADD S200 FOR XXXL

CITYISTATEIZIP POSTAGE AND HANDLING $2 So
PHONE GRAND TOTAL

MAIL TO:

stephen. P~k.
Chid Ranaer
Wyandotte County Paries
3••• Wart Drive
lean ••• City. KS 66109
9131299~$$O
9131299-9051

Guarantee:
JCnot compJetely satisfied with your purchase
plcaac return within 30 day. Cora rofUnd
or replacement
We will accept personal checks. cashier's chcc;ks
or ~oney orders payable to P .L.E.A.
Allow 2-4 weeks Cor delivery



PARK LAW ENFORCEMENT ADVERTISERS

6232 Nieman RoodKiva Dye
Manager

Shawnee,K~ 66203

Tel: (913) 268-8792

Fax: (913) 962-1553

BBS: (816) 421-7026
Printing
Copying

Graphic Design
Digital Network http://www.sirspeedy.com

Smoke Shop

"Take a turn on Tobacco Road"

Tom Earp Westfield Center
8155 State Ave.
K.C., KS 66112
913/334-4567

Dave Keyes

Premium Cigars, Cigarettes, Smokeless & Accessories

YOUR ADD HERE
REACHING OVER 5,000 PARK ENTHUSIAST

ASK FOR STEVE/913-299-3121
REACHING OVER 5,000 PARK LAW

ENFORCEME~T ENTHUSIST

PAINTINGROOFING

PO·BOY CONSTRUCTION CO.
Interior Exterior

"We Can Darn Near Do Anything"

STEVE & TRACI POKRYWKA
299-3355

2520 Summit, Kansas City, MO 64108·2427
'.

Sandy Gennings
Store Manager

816-221·2232
Ext. 224

Jeff Waggoner
913-268-1122

1-800-809-2453
12205 W. 63rd St.
Shawnee, KS66216

-Truth,Knowledge & Really Great Sikes

L.L. e~ '71«-.
ri~L.~

200 W. 98th St. • Kansas City, MO 64114
816-941-4042

~@
~ GLOCK, INC.

Jim McNally
Assistant Manager

law Enforcement Services

6000 Highlands Pkwy.
Smyrna, GA 30082
U.S.A.

Telephone: (404) 432·1202
Telex: 543353 Glock All UD

Fax: (404)433-8719



IT COULDN'T BE FINER THAN TO BE IN
NORTH CAROLINA

18th Annual P.L.E.A. Conference

The 18th Annual Park Law Enforcement
Association Conference was held in
Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina. Hosted
by the Durham Park Rangers, the
conference was a huge success. With an
array of top notch educational sessions,
and park facility tours, the conference
went off without a hitch. Sergeant Ranger
John Byrd and Captain Dwight Pettiford,
served as P.L.E.A. host throughout the
four day event.

This was a beautiful town, a very
professional agency, and another chance
for park law enforcement to get together
and share common interest.

Durham Park Rangers, we salute you for
your fine job. Thanks again!!!

CLASSROOM TRAINING

BULL DURHAM STADIUM

LIVE BEAR DISPLAY AT
DURHAM FACILITES

OCT. 31, 1997
P.L.E.A. BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MID-YEAR MEETING / NRPA

CONFERENCE
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

RSVP / PRESIDENT CHIEF
RANGER TIM CURTIN AT

1-630/790-6070

PARK RANGERS FOIL BANK ROBBERS
In an attempt to ditch the get-a-way
vehicle from a bank robbery, a robbery
suspect was seen putting a car into gear,
and letting it roll into a Kansas City Lake
Park. The bank robbery which occurred
at a Kansas City Boatman's Bank ended
with the arrest of two gentlemen after an
investigation conducted by Wyandotte
County Park Rangers in Kansas City, and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Things started off wrong for the two
thieves, when they were seen conversing
in a shopping center parking lot, just
around the comer from the bank prior to
the robbery. One of the shopping center
tenants alertly wrote down the license tag
number of the car they were in. She
passed it on to police authorities, after.
hearing about the robbery. She stated,
"That they looked like they were up to no
good," after seeing one of them putting a
sky mask on, during this warm september
day.

Later in the day, Wyandotte County Park

Rangers in Kansas City, were notified of
a car that just went into their lake.
Arri ving minutes after the car submerged,
with air bubbles still surfacing, Park
Rangers questioned several people at the
scene. Witnesses were not sure if there
were any occupants, so Park Ranger
Water Patrol dove into the water to
determine whether there were occupants
or not. After Park Rangers became
certain that there were no occupants, and
a witness saw one individual walk away
from the scene and go use the pay phone,
the investigation swung into full gear.

A vehicle was retrieved from the lake
which had an N.C.I.C. hit in the
computers as the bank robbery vehicle.
Park Rangers, assisted F.B.I. Agents in a
sting operation at the salvage yard where
the car was being held. The owner of the
vehicle, who was a suspect, contacted
Park Rangers authorities the next day
about the car they recovered in the lake,
which he thoughtfully reported stolen the
day of the robbery, the gentleman wanted

to retrieve personal belongings from the
car at the salvage yard. Park Rangers met
him with handcuffs, and arrested the
individual. He was throughly questioned,
admitted to the bank heist, and gave up
his partner. They were selected from a
line up as the bank robbers, and one of
them as the individual that tried to ditch
the car. Both individuals are serving 25
year prison terms for their efforts. Park
Rangers were commended by F.B.I.
authorities for their attentiveness and
professionalism in the investigation.

PLAN AHEAD
19TH ANNUAL

PLEA CONFERENCE
FORT MEYERS, FLORIDA
FEB 28 TH - FEB 29, 1998
CONTACT CARL NIELSEN

(941) 332-6966
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Calender Of Events
a

OCT. 29 - NOV.2, 1997 ~A NATIONAL CONGRESS
"5ALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
703 / 820 - 4940

"I don't care who you are --let me see your license!"

OCT. 31, 1997 PLE.A.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
NRPA NATIONAL CONGRESS
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
630 / 790 - 6070 • Tim Curtin

FEB. 25 - FEB. 29, 1998 PLE.A. 19TH ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
FORT MEYERS, FLORIDA
941 /332-6966 • Carl Nielsen

FEB.1999 PLE.A. 20TH ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
505/873-6620 • Steve Thomas
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