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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE TO PLEA

‘by Steve Newsdm, PLEA President

Greetings, PLEA Members and Park Law Enforcement Professionals.

Since the Florida conference, we have been busy with
many issues. I'm pleased to announce that PL.E.A. now
has an Executive Director. Captain Carl Nielsen from
Florida received the unanimous vote of the board for this
position and he's already working hard on advancing
P.L.E.A. throughout the United States. Captain Nielsen and
| attended the P.L.E.A. conference this past September in
lllinois. It was a great conference thanks to the efforts of
Jeff Dietrich, President of the lllinois P.L.E.A. Association,
who spear-headed the conference. It was great to see that
the PL.E.A. National Chapter was able to reach out to one
of our state affiliates.

Blake Frigon has resigned his position as Treasurer of
PLE.A. He has also resigned his position with the John-
son County Park District in Kansas and has moved on to the
private sector. This move will enable Blake to work regular
hours and spend more time with his family. | would like
to thank him for his enthusiasm and dedication to PLEA.
We will miss him, but wish him the best of luck in his new
endeavors. As of this writing, a new Treasurer has not yet
been assigned.

The Board met during the annual N.R.PA. Conference in
Seattle this past October. PL.E.A. members present includ-
ed Stuart Foland, Fred McCormick, Bill Jacobs, Rick Hakke,
Tom Wakolbinger, Josh Dehoux, myself, and Carl Nielsen,
via telephone. As always, this annual conference was very
beneficial and | encourage all of you to make an effort to
attend it. Some excellent ideas are always discussed and
valuable information gained from the network of people
involved with the conference. One of our goals is to pro-
vide, to park administrators, insight into the changing role
of park law enforcement officers and how those changes
are being met. The annual conferences provide excellent
opportunities and resources to assist with our endeavors.

PLE.A.is on the move and we need the assistance of all
park law enforcement professionals. If you use any of the
products or services of the companies that sponsor our
website and our organization during the annual conferenc-
es, we need to know. The companies listed on our website
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include Polaris, Glock, Smith & Wesson Flashlights, Whelen,
CM\I, Inc,, Stalker, 5.11 Tactical Gear, Lasermax, Harley David-
son Motorcycles, M/A-Com, and Budweiser. Please let us
know if you have purchased items offered by these compa-
nies, or used any of their services during 2005 or 2006. We
hope to expand our pool of sponsors and ultimately offer
more to our members. We want to approach prospective
sponsors with positive information on the benefits of spon-
soring an organization like PL.E.A. This information can
be forwarded to me via email at snewsom@greatparks.org.

In closing, we would like to thank you for visiting our
website and we encourage you to join this great organiza-
tion. Your input and suggestions on what PL.E.A. can offer
to its members are always welcome. It seems that where
budgets are concerned, an agency is likely to make its first
cuts in their law enforcement divisions. The knowledge
we bring back to our administrators from our conferences
will, hopefully, have positive impacts on their decisions. We
all know that successful parks, preserves and natural areas
need us now more than ever.

Keep up the good work and be safe.

Steve Newsom



Chicago 2007

recently voted the Third Best City to Visit!

Three hour dinner cruise
aboard the Spirit of Chicago
on Lake Michigan with buf-
fet, entertainment and four
hour open bar.

Gordon Graham-Why Things
Go Right, Why Things Go
Wrong. Nationally renown
law enforcement speaker.

Standard rooms will be
102.00 plus tax. Group code
for on-line reservations is
FPDD or mention the PLEA
Conference over the phone.

Hyatt Lisle

1400 Corporetum Dr.
Lisle, IL

Ph: (630) 850-1234

For more information contact Rick Haake:630.871.6417
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INDUSTRIES INC.

See our website for special offers on the exciting vehicles from Polaris for
Park Law Enforcement or click here. Polaris is proud to be a sponsor for PLEA!

WHeLEN

5.1]1 racticaL series |
LaserMax is focused on one goal: to provide tools

that save lives. We support PLEA!
www.lasermax.com

2m.. JA4E

Alcohol Testing Supplies and Equipment
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Custom Robotic Wildlife, Inc.
Custom Robotic Wildlife has been a world-leader @ Smitll &‘\Tesson
Sl FLASHLIGHTS |

in remote-controlled robotic decoys for over ten
years. Keep up the good work, PLEA!
Visit us at www.wildlifedecoys.com




PLEA MEMBERS MEET IN SEATTLE AT NRPA

by Stuart Foland, PLEA Editor

On October 10-14 members of the Park Law Enforcement Association and other
important dignitaries that PLEA contacted to speak at the sponsored sessions met
at the National Park and Recreation Congress and Exposition Annual Conference
in beautiful downtown Seattle, Washington. Most of the educational sessions were
held at the Washington State Convention and Trade Center.

Downtown Seattle is a diverse community encompassed by large bodies of
water meandering around the metro area such as Puget Sound, Green Lake, Lake
Union, Lake Washington with the Space Needle

lining the landscape. There are many historical e
districts and major touring opportunities in and
around the region such as Mount Rainer to Bill
Gates home, but PLEA members were here to
learn something new, network with other mem-
bers, recreational professionals, etc., and to attend
the PLEA Mid-Year Board Meeting. The Board ac-
complished many things at this meeting, includ-
ing the goals for the upcoming year.

Also, | want to mention that next
year's annual PLEA conference will
be held in Lisle, lllinois, June 5-8,
2007, hosted by the Forest Preserve
District of DuPage County. For more
information, please refer to the PLEA
website at www.parkranger.com. We
hope to see everyone there!

continued




The first PLEA sponsored session begin on Tues-
day, October 10 and we were fortunate to have
Thomas Mefferd, Director, DuPage County Office
of Homeland Security back again for the second
consecutive time at the conference, basically for
a Part Il presentation on this very important topic
titled “Developing and Implementing Disaster
Plans” This session was well attended and the
empbhasis of this session was that agencies need
to review their existing disaster plans and/or
developing an integrated crisis manual for those
who that do not have current procedure in place
in the event of a disaster. Mr. Mefferd did a won-
derful job and was very well received by all that
attended.

On Thursday, October 12 PLEA was honored
to have Dr. Jerry Jaax, Associate Vice Provost
For Research Compliance and University Vet-
erinarian at Kansas State University present on
the topic of “The Bioterrorist Threat: Is It a Real
Possibility”. Dr. Jaax is not only known nation-
ally on this topic, but internationally as well
and has given hundreds of presentations on
this related topic. Dr. Jaax described the ba-
sic issues associated with bioterrorist threats,
recognizing the potential catastrophic effects
upon major segments of local, regional and
national levels. Emergency preparedness and
general response to a bioterrorist threat was
also discussed.

Thanks Dr. Jaax for coming to Seattle!




On Friday, October 13 PLEA was excited
to have Officer Josh DeHoux with the
Johnson County Park Police Department
in Shawnee Mission, Kansas present on
the topic of “Deadly Discoveries: Devel-
oping Safety Programs for Meth Trash".
Officer Dehoux talked about components
of Methamphetamine labs and what park
workers should be looking for to reduce/
eliminate risks or contact with materials
associated with the hazards of Meth labs.
Officer DeHoux also discussed how to
develop and implement a meth recogni-
tion training program within their respec-
tive agency which require meetings with
individual park and facility managers.

| would like to congratulate Officer
DeHoux on a job well done!




LEGISLATIVE UPDATE FALL 2006

by Mike Burko
Introduced/Pending:

HR 6179 Clean Town Act

Sponsor: Rep Pearce (R-NM)

A bill to establish guidelines and incentives for States to establish criminal drug dealer registries and
to require the Attorney General to establish a national criminal drug dealer registry and notification
program, and for other purposes.

HR 6089 lllegal Immigrant Deterrence and Public Safety Act

Sponsor: Rep Sensenbrenner (R-WI)

A bill to restore the Secretary of Homeland Security’s authority to detain dangerous aliens, to affirm
the inherent authority of State and local law enforcement to assist in the enforcement of immigration
laws, and for other purposes.

HR 5825 Electronic Surveillance Modernization Act

Sponsor: Rep. Heather Wilson (R-NM)

Authorizes the use of electronic surveillance for foreign intelligence purposes, including against
agents of a foreign power.

Allows the AG to authorize the emergency employment of electronic surveillance if the AG deter-
mines that an emergency situation exists to obtain foreign intelligence information before an order
authorizing such surveillance can be obtained.

Allows the President to authorize electronic surveillance to acquire foreign intelligence infor-
mation without a court order for up to 45 days following a terrorist attack against the United
States.

HR 4437 Border Protection, Antiterrorism, and lllegal Immigration Control Act of 2005
Sponsor: Rep Sensenbrenner (R-WI)

It makes it a felony to be in the United States without a valid visa and establishes stiff penalties for
anyone who helps illegal immigrants. It also includes provisions of the Clear Law Enforcement for
Criminal Alien Removal (CLEAR) Act. The provisions are intended to increase the number of local law
enforcement agencies that enforce federal immigration law during officers“routine course of duty.’

PLEA needs your help! Visit our discussion board at www.parkranger.
com and contribute your ideas and experience. We want to know how
you think PLEA can grow as an organisation and how we can best fulfill
our mission of helping the park law enforcement community. There is
a forum topic set up for this, so please contribute and let us know how
you think PLEA can add value to its members and continue to fulfill our
mission.
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PLEA Calendar of Events

June 6-8

Become a PLEA Member!
Just fill out this application and send it in with your check, money order, or credit card
number! You'll be supporting this newsletter, the conferences and our mission to serve our
parks and the public in the best possible way by sharing information and resources within
the park law enforcement community.

Name
Address
City
State

Zip

E-Mail (necessary for receiving the .pdf newsletter)
Agency
Your Title

Form of Payment- Check _____ Money Order____ Purchase Order __
Credit Card# Exp. Date

$25.00 Individual PLEA Members $100.00 Agency Membership



