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On Novamber 14th, Northwest Regional Director
of the National Park Service, William Briggle, and far
park superinterdents, and regional technical staff,
met with conservation orgamizations in Seattle.

Mount Rainier Park Associates representatives included
See Stam, Polly Dyer, and Bob Aesgerter. The following
is a synopsis of information important to MIPA

which was dissaninated at this meeting.

Bids for the Nisqually Road project will be received
on Novarber 26th of 1986. In the rush to adjorn for
elections, ard with a hudget on the President's desk,
Congress did not authorize experditires from the Higsay
Trust Fud for new projects. A contract camot be

avarded until the next Cogress authorizes firds in 1987.

Bab (hardler, Superinterdent of Olympic National Park,
described the restoration work that is proposed for
the Soldic Road. Citizen cocern for more care and
thought in the manggement of the matural resorce is
being heard.

Stephen Mather, the ackiowledged father of the
professional Natiomal Park Service, had a dream to
comect the western parks with a scenic road systen.
He personally paid one-half the cost of the Tioga Toll
(See "Park Manegers'' p. 2)

Having been raised in northeastern Chio, vwhere Fall
colors are as spectacular as any in Vemmont, 1've long
felt, with all its scenic grandeur, the West was
ghortchanged in the Aufimncolor department.  However,
this past Septenber I was fortimate awught to experience,
for my first time, the aspen in fall dress cutside of
Estes Park, (Golorado. So this was vhat Jom Derver had
been singing about all those years! The prpose of the
trip to (loredo was to atterd a confererce
by the Natiral Resources Law Center of the University
of Colorado entitled "Exterral Developrent Affecting the
Natioral Parks: ing 'The Best Idea We Brer Had'."

Of all the matiomal parks, M. Rainier is one of
the most threatenad by development autside its
bamdries. Clesr-cutting right wp to the Park's borders
is glaringly in evidence frum any higher elevation
within the Park, air quality is compromised by slash
baming, the proxdimity of a large population results in
overuse of the Park on most weekends, development of
tourist attractions along access mads contrilutes to
traffic congestion, and so it goes. The list of past,
arrent, ad futire development that threatens aur Park
and the other 3% wnits within the Park Service is log,
but the consensus of the conference attendees was that
the greatest threat was public ignorance. In ny opimon,
the Park Service does precicus little to edrate the
visitor about issues coceming the parks, especially
controversial issues. In contrast, ore of the dbjectives
of Mt. Rainier National Park Associates is ''to prodce
ad provide edicational materials and programs for its
marbers and the public.’ This newsletter offers an
opportunity to dissamnate information on a variety of
timely topics concerning the Park; T would suggest that
vhen you heve finished reading your copy, pass it along
to a friend, pointing aut the marbership formm. As was

(y (e "Sumit” p. 2)
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Road on the eastern side of Yosenite. Washington State
was huilding the highway across the rortheastern comer
of Mant Rainier in 1928 when Mather had a stroke and
the state named the highway the 'Mather Parkuay.”
Followirg his death on Janery 22, 1930, the Secretaries
of Tnterior and Agricultire gave federal designation,

Now the Forest Service is proposing to cut 25 million
board fest amually in patches from 10 acres to 20
acres, fran mature thiming to clear cutting. Mo cuts
waald be within 1/2 mile of the road or visible from
the road. Visibility fram the Park has rot been
discussed. One "Veg!' suggested linirg wp the foresters
vho mede this proposal and clearcutting then with a
chain saw.

The State of Oregon has recently adopted regulations
on slash huming vhich are stricter than the earlier
stadards adopted by the State of Washirgton. Simce
the Washington standards were adopted, new research has
down that there is a significant relationship between
slash huming ard visibility, and that buming earlier
in the year has less impact. The Oregon standard does
ot allow slash bums during July and Apust except by
special permit when weather conditions prevent earlier
activity.

Polly Dyer, the "velvet rock of Northwest Ewiron-
mentalism,' urged expansion of the Muunt Rainier Natiomal
Park boudries on all sides. Polly cited the historical
compramises over boudries and the reed to have the
entire ecosysten under unified management. When Polly
asked Willian Briggle how ghe should lobby Congress
on aother issue, he respoded with true respect,

"Far be it for me to try to tell you how to loby."

The best news pf the two hours is that William
Pern Mott, Director of the National Park Service, is
willing to consider a proposal for legislation to
desigrate the Wildermess Areas in the three Washington
Mational Parks. A lomg-rarge goal from the inception
of Mot Rainier Natioral Park Assaciates, the task may
be wpmn us sooner than expected.  The Wilderness Society
will heve a staff person in Washington State December
17-19 working on organization.

~Bob Asgerter

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEFTING, TUESDAY, JANUARY 13th

7:00 BM, Bob Aegerter's residence. Contact Sue at
8-1155 for information or to place items o the
agerda.

MOUNT RAINIER NATTONAL PARK ASSOCIATES WINIER QUITNG
SATURDAY, MERCH 14th. Place: Alexarder's Contry Im
autside Park boudry. ot tubs, dimer, and overnight
stay in a wonderful historic imn. Meximum is 24 people
($26 per person), and minimrn about 16 ($39 per person).
$20 deposit due at next Poard meeting (per person).

2

Qur total cost for resarvirg the wole im will be
$24 (irchuding tax). Price will include bot tubs,
total use of upstairs areas, plus one large breskfast
in the moming. More discussion on this at the next
Roard meeting. Please contact Margie Goulden at
(206) 8633265 for rore infommation. We plan to
have a very good time, and recammend vou meke your
reservations for this event early.

(St p. 1)

roted by an attomey experienced in ewirormental cases,
phblic outery, not laws, has prevented most develomment
from occurring, but the piblic must be made avare of
the issues.

Qur national perks represent vhat our culture takes
pride in, what we feel is worthy of preservation for
the fubre. As Dr. Al Rmte, historian at University
of Washington, noted during the confererce, the park
idea was awisioned by those in the 1800's as a vay to
carpensate for deficiencies in Averica's cultiral
heritage as campared to Rrope's. Whereas we lacked
F0-year-old cathedrals, we did have Yosamite Valley.
Unforturately, momentalisn, rather than ewironmentalism,
was the basis for setting the boudries of may parks.
Tt vasn't until the 19%0's that the concept that
boundries should be defined by ecosystans was developad.
Fifty years later, may of aur parks still face problems
stemming, fram borders that make ro ecologic serse.

Dr. Rnte corcluded that security for the parks will
ot be achieved wtil the United States (i.e., the
pblic) decides "'that its parks are more dnportant for
vhat they provide the mation rather then for what they
might day to the mational economy.' TIs a park worthy
of protection anly if it can tum a profit on touris?
The National Park Organic Act itself contains an
irherent conflict between preservation ad use, which
ro cart has yet to directly address. Partial legal
protection of the perks rests in mery other acts, such
as the Clean Air Act, trne National Frwiromental Folicy
Act, and the Fidangered Species Acty but, even
collectively, these laws do mot adeqately protect
against development on adjacent lads. To vhatever
extent possible, both admnistrative and legislative
actions must be used to resolve conflicts. Tocal
zoning ordirences and land use regulations sean a
possible saurce of protection (the haphazard

t of Route 161, South Hill to Fatowille,
cames to mind). But, according to conference speakers,
zoning issues are extrarly camplex.  Cooperation
awng local, state, and federal agancies is difficult
at best, each agercy acutely avare of the others'
turf; litigation between agercies, such as NES ardd
(See "Sumit' p. 3)
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USES, is taboo. Particularly in the Reagan admimistration,
politicization of the NPS has ocaurred, mxh to its
detriment.

During the two days of seminars, all was mot doan and
gloam; constnetive ideas were discussed.  The most
striking of these in my mind, was the concept of focusing
o altermatives, as presented by a Baulder attomey, David
Mastbam. He advises that when a park wnit is threatened
by extermal development, the NBS 'hust explore and develop
altermatives to the which could fulfill the needs
of the project and is designed to meet without threatening
park vahes." The altematives can inchude land exchange,
zaing, pachases, and should allow for consideration of
state and private lamd options, as well as federal.

Historian Wallace Stegrer referred to the mational
park idea as "'the best idea we ever had." But keepirg
this idea a reality is a responsibility all of us must
bear. Your membership in MRNPA is ore clear indication
that you acknowledge this responsibility. Past experiece
tells us that the NES does rot possess 4ll the skills
necessary to do what neads to be dore; MRPA and  kindred
organizations play a vital role.

—Se Stam

PARK ROALS FAST d.CBED
State Highways 410 ard 123, which pass through
Mot Rainier National Park on the east side, closad
for the winter Novermber 29th. 410 will be closed at
the north park boudry near Crystal Moatain junction,
according to Superintendent Neal Guse, and 123 will be
closed about 2 miles inside the south entrance at the
Junction with Stevens Canyon Road, Read coditions for
all roads inside the Park may obtained from the ranger

station (206) 569-2211, or a 24-our ot lire at
(206) 569-23:3. &
N

COYMPIC NATTONAL FOREST FLAN QUT

The Forest Service preferved altermtive for the
630,000 acre Olynpic Natiomal Forest calls for tinber
sales vhich average 186 million board feet arrually,
down from the existing goal of 248 million. Betwesn
1973-82 sales 319 miliion while harvests
averaged 770 million board feet. Roadless areas autside
designated wildemess would decrease from 87,600 to
53,000 acres. Spottad owl managenent areas (SMAs)
would remein at 29. Twice as mxh scenerey would be
protected near roads under the plan.

GRAND CANYON SEIS LIMITS

The FAA has amourreed it will bar non-camercial
flights within about 2,000 feet of the cayon rim, and
reqire special parmission for tour operators to fly in
the restricted areas. Most camercial operators will
be required to remin above the rim.

RAILS TO TRAILS
A NEW APPROACH ‘IO THE NATTONAL PARK

It is now being recognized that abandoned railways
would make excellent bikesays, hikeays, or horse
trails to muntain areas suwch as Mt. Rainier National
Park. In a smll vay, auto traffic would be lessered,
and the hare and tortoise approaches would be safer
for them than corpeting with the ato traffic.

In 1831, access to the rorthem side of the
Mantain was achieved after Bailey Willis directed
constriction of a trail comecting the Northern
Pecific Railroad at Fairfax with Spray Park. His
trail was wp the Carbon to Brans Creek, Grindstore
Carp, just south of the present Mowich Road, ad
upstream to Grater (Mowich) Lake. Willis was an
explarer-mountainesr and geologist amployed by the
railroad, ad his trail was initially designed to
pamie land-huying, settlements, coal-mining and
tourist travel. He also huilt a trail fran Geindstone
Camp straight south to Ashford.

By 1884, mountaineers were using it for summit
climbs via the Winthrop Glacier. later explorers
followed the Carbon River all the wvay wp to its
glacier,

Then in 1908, the Seattle Momtaineers took the
N.P. rail from Seattle to Fairfax in July for their
samer outirg in the Park, which was based for thwee
weeks in Spray Park. Supplies care in by trail and
over the Bailey Willis trail. From Fairfax, the
first might's camp was about eight miles wp Brans
Creek. The next ten miles took them to Spray Park.
These auting menbers made explorations and clinbs
east as far as Chanepecosh ard west to Indian
Berrys

The Tacama Muntainesrs' first atting was in 1912
by the Tacam Eastermn (Milwaskee) to Ashford, ad
to Mt. Wow by trail.

In 1912, Tre Muntaineers began a sumer outing
rear Faston (on the present Jomn Wayne Trail) and
traveled over the Cascade Crest to the White River,
across to Spray Park, and hare by train fran Fairfax
to Seattle. They caild even by icecream at the
Fairfax general store. Canwe mow? Guess mot.

Both railroads were used in July of 1914 by two
Seattle Muntaireers (Mr. & Mes. Charles Gleason),
wo did a cross-cantry backpack fran Paradise to
Spray Park (on the east side), and aut down the
Willis trail to Fairfax for rebum to Seattle.

Then in 1915 sare things The Tacama
Muntaireers carcelled their New Years' auting at
Lorgmire due to the discontinuance of a moming and
evening passenger run by the Tacara Eastem to
passager service., In the sumer, the sae grap
did an auting to the Beljica area using the aftermom
train. Auto stages took them to Messler's ranch
just short of the Nisqually Fntrace. Packhorses
(See "Rails" p. 4)
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vere used to take the party's supplies to Lake Gristire
for the second night. They hiked to Goat lake and
climbed over Mt. Wow, returming by Tahom Creek, and
stayed at Adhford overnight. The next night, Tacamens
settlad an the train to Ashford, and auto stages to

B‘y19i7, a road up the Carbon River was advocated with

ahotel to be huilt at its end near the Carbon River.
Cutings and highline backpacks in the Park often started
and eded at Fairfax at this time. The fares were lower
m the N.P.  than the Milvakee.

In 1918, autos were increasingly used for visiting
the Park, or auto stages ("'rubberneck wagons'"). i
fares were ""too high'' and passerger schediles mot at the
right time of day.

On the rorth side, the first road was huilt 1923-25
on the sauth side of the Carbon River to Cataract Cresk,
The railroad then ceased taking passengers to The
Mantain, The Tacam Eastern discontirued service about

this time also, when roads were inproved to the Nisqually

side.

Rails for passergers had now bowed out to the private
auto. coal mining and logging kept the trains ruming
for a time, but after mining ended ad the logging tnck
ma:?sa;peaxed,theraﬂlﬁmbeganto@tm.

In recent years, little by little the ties ad rails
are vanishing, hut the railways ramin for the far-
sighted. There is a great need for more country bike
paths off the dargerous highways, as well as trails for
horses ad , ad Mt. Raimier Park is a great
place to go. Hikers could also travel the old lines in
sections. After all, the early native Americans and
settlersallrodemrsesorwalkaitor&elvhntam

WILILIFE PROJECTS UPATE

A stidy is being made by Oregon State University of
the amount of sulfur and heavy metal in subalpine fir
reedles, lower plants such as lichens, ad goat hair, in
Mant Rainder National Park.

Awsudylsalsotmrgnachmtm}?arkonplant

frequency and biamss ircrease in a year's tinme and plant

response to elk grazing,
Tipact of elk herds in the Park are recorded in the

(4)

Elk Monitoring Report, 1986 by Jdm Scott, Roger
(hristorhersen and Stanley E. Schlegel.

Four pair of plots, each consisting of a feced
control area ard an unferced test area, 'Wwere sampled
to measire changes in species composition and percent
of cover. The vegetation plots were located in the
rortheast portion of...(the Park) at Bear Park,

White River Park, Framnt Basin, and Yakina Park."

This study foud "o dramtic changes in species
carpostion or pacent cover. . Paxent of "tare
grond”’ declined for all vegetation plots'...
implying that elk activity had little impact on
Tare graad camposition.

"Census indices indicate that the sout (elk)
herd is continiing to decline in size, ax sggest
that the north herd may be stabilizing...with an
overall calf to cow ratio of 35/100 ad mo mjor
charges in vegetation cover ad caposition evident.'

This year's observations were agmented by aerial
census taking on five flights over the eastern half
of the Park with pilot Bob Greyell. The report's
authors recammend continuation of this asrial censusing
techiqee to aid in uderstanding trends in elk
popdlation ad ealuating vegetation plot data.

—Arlene Coxde

BOK REVIE-—

Wildermess Above the Sourd, The Story of Mot Rainier
National Park, Northiand Press, Flagstaff, Arizoma,

9% (511.55

Artlir D. Martinson has written 2 smll (8x9)
gort (74 pages) history of the humen involvement
with the Muntain. Tt is worth the price for the 29
or more gotos by Asahel Grrtis. With chapters
on early exploration, first clinks, the creation axd
develoment of the park and a firal plea for preser-
vation of the wildemess, Martinson presents a well-
balanced and well-written history. The quality of
his research is so evident that I wish he would have
given us more abaut the compramises on the boundry
wen the park was created, the relation with the
Tacam Eastern Railroad and the Northern Pacific,
relations between the Park Service and the cocess-
ioraires, and the wfulfilled plan of the 1920's to
arxircle the mountain with a road inside the perk.
Sxh a history needs to be written, and it is hoped
that Martinson, a history professor at Pacific
Luthern University with extasive experiace in the
park, will contire with the task. In the meantime,
Paradise Todee has a handsare momento to sell to the
valley onlookers.

—Boh Asgerter ._




HELP WANTED!

Did you know that each issue of the Munit Rainier
National Park Associates newsletter costs 5% to print ad
meil? What have we been doing to keep the cost down? By
Increasing aur mailing list to over X0 we now have hulk
mailing privileges fram the U.S. Fostal Service, resulting
in reducad mailing costs. By acquiring romprofit statis
fmntheIntermlRevm_eServioe,aﬂ:mﬂjrgcostsPﬁve
ﬁr&merred.nadtothecmrmtcostof&kgﬁrpiece.
Pbever,hecm@qje:tarnaﬂjrgooststojrcreaseas
tl’ePostalServiceraisesratesintheyearsdyead.

Wt can we do to redre aur printing costs? By
Increasing our metbership, and this the number of res-
lettersuegﬁnt,uecanénatplyminearpﬁntirg
Costs per menber, For instance, it costs S0¢ per copy
to print 230 copies of the newsletter. If we could
imreasearnmbershiptoS&)aﬂ:pﬁntﬁ‘gcostsv}mld
be aroud 3¢ per copy.

Wat can you do to help? Our immediate goal is to
Ircrease our menbership to 500. By spreading the good
word about MNPA among aur friends, relatives and
associates, we can achieve this goal ard at the sae time
get more people irmolved in o overall effort. When you
aretlma@qr&ﬁﬂ;gﬂﬁsmqsletter,pleasepassitmto
a friend, relative hisiness associate or PErson you meet
hiking. Eramrage them to join and becare irvolved with
aur grap of dedicated conservationists.

Imhﬂedmﬁﬁlﬂ]isrmsletterisagremtrcc}me that .

explains MANRA, its purpose, achievements and goals. Tt's
being mailed to 1,000 conservationrmindad irdividuals in
the Tacam area. Please pass yor copy alag to a friend
orpostitmtkebﬂjetmboatdatmrkaratyarlo&al
library. If you could use more copies just call Jeff or
Margie Goulden (206-863-3265).

Wiﬂlt}EJanBryrﬂusletteritistﬁreaneagainto
rerew your membership in MINPA. By renewirg, row you are
savirg the cost of sending reneual rotices (about L
per motice). Also, at this time would you consider
joining a comittee? Our committess have had some solid
achievelmtswerﬂ'epastmnyearsarﬂaregeadng@
to do same exiting work in the coming year.

Chrismasarxil\IsJYearsarebdﬂrdLB,s;rmgis
aruxﬂtkecormrardthereisalottobea:cmp]is}*ai
in the coming year. S0 serd in your rerewal today, sign
Lpforaccrmitteearﬂgetafriaﬂormtojoin.
Thanks for your help.

—Jeff Goulden

NW IS THE TIME FOR ROUNDRY CHANGES

Sirce the formation of Munt Rainier Mational Park
Associates in 1985, we have been studying the Park's
baurdries with an eye toward futire changes. Initially
ar Bardries Germittee began its work as part of a
natiowide effort by the National Parks and Comservation
Association (NBCA). But recent events are pushirg bourdry

Clear-cut

changes to the top of the MNPA agerda.

As you koow frar a glarce at a map, M. Rainjer
Natiomal Park is sirrounded by three matioml
forests: the Wenatchee on the east, the M. Raker-
Soquelimie on the rorth, ad the Gifford-Pinchot
on the south. National forest lards, admimistered
by the U.S. Forest Service, are rot protected fran
developments sich as logging and ki resorts. In
fact, the White River Ranger District of the M.
Baker-Snoqualimie National Forest, which lies on the
Park’s rorthern flank, has been the center of intense
timbering for meny years — same of the nost extensive
logging amyvhere in the United States.
Satellite photographs show that the lands to the
rorth and west of Mt. Rainier National Park have
been logged right w to the Park boundries.

Because the Forest Service seams bent uypon sich
intensive development of its lands, and becase
those developments degrade the experience ad
resagrces in the Park, MROPA inevitably tock an
interest in mational forest memagement, ad in
aiditicnstot}EParkfmnﬂ'estmﬂjxgmtioml
forests. Qr interest care into sharp focus last
autum when the Wenatchee Mational Forest released
a draft land-use nevegemant plan for pdblic comment.

With the establishment of the Norse Pesk and the
h&]JianO.El}.glasDﬁ}_den‘essesjnlg&,ueﬁaght
that Mt. Rainier National Park's eastem flank was
well protected ggainst develggment. The Weratchee
Forest Plan ended any sich ideas. In ome of its
worst provisions, the Plan failed to prohibit
logging inside the Mather Parkvay corridor, vhich
s between the wilderness areas along Highway 410
east of (hinook Pass.

Inmediately MIPA called for a transfer of the
Mather Parlvay from the Forest Service to the
National Park Service (NPS), either as an addition
to Mt. Rairnder Park, or as a separate NBS wnit.
We also asked for the establishment of a Naches
Pass National Momment, because the Wenatchee
Forest Plan proposed to build a logging road over
this famus picreer gateway. If the Forest Plan
for the Wenatchee bodes so poorly for protection of
lards adjacent to the Park, we can only fear vhat
will arrive with the draft plans for the Mc. Baker-
Sroquatimie and the Gifford-Pinchot, where, wnlike
the Wenatchee, logging has ruled for decades. The
release of these two draft Forest Plans is expected
in early 1987. Upon their release, MRAPA will
have its hards full of work to do.

In other news, Congress, just before its
adjorrment last Cctober, passed a bill exchanging
lards between Olynpic National Park and Olympic
National Forest. Sponsored by Sen. Den Bans, the
bill put sare park lands into recently established
(See "bodry Charges'' p. 6)
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Forest Service Wilderness Areas. At the sare time, many aljustments is costly, to say the least. MOPA
acres of forestad lands, which the Forest Service had marked anticipates sperdirg $1,000 or more durirg the
for the ax, gained protection by transfer into Olympic’ mext two years in order to redraw the Park’s
Mational Park, In aidition, the NPS was given control of boudries for the better. Owvicusly, we need yar
the tidal zore ad of Ozette lake from Washington State. generous contribution of $5, §15, $25, $100 —

(learly the Congress is willing to pass legislation if whatever you can give to this program.  If you
the i1l irvolves reasonable ad low-profile exchanges of itemize your dedrtions, you can still dedct ay
lards between the Forest Service ad the NBS. Clearly contribations to MRVPA over and above dues from your
sch legislation works to protect endangered lands if federal income taxes. Won't you please renaw your
conservationists meke their case to Congress, as we did marbership, ad sed a little more with your dues?
in the Olympic bill. Clearly an opportunity has arisen — ——Jim Rl

for similar legislation for Mt. Rainier, if MAPA mmkes a R

persuasive case before  Congress now. Y Ve
No matter vhat conservationists do, the Park Service ad r

the Forest Service intend to push the 100th Corgress for — 1917-18 FLOCODS OF TAHDMA AND KAUTZ (REEKS

legislation. For sae time, the agacies have wanted to The . on thei Vo' .
5 i Mantaineers on their amual New Year's outing
switch Forest Service lands to the NBS vhere park roads to Reimier left Asaford ou the Moming of Decerber 28,

briefly leaveMt.Paﬁﬂ&ra’g[(].a@td‘earﬂmarGarapemdm 1917, firg to matber Flsa Grelle, "in high spirits,
latelastyeartheage‘mcj:sfuallyam;eygdthemxﬂry high temperatire, axd high water. Of course mo one took
near the Crystal Montain ski Resort. To their surprise, the rain sericusly, for all were certain that soon they

they discovered that the top of one ski lift encroaches " : . 0
into M. Rainier National Park — a violation of federal e o e ot o 25 s
law. A transfer of the affected acreage out of the Park of srow in the montains, folloved by 9 days of varm
ad into the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest would in. Vhen the rar rejacmd",@rma&@s it vas to
resolve the sitation. Therefore both agencies intend to fird that the hesvy corcrete bridge had been throan
push Qorgress for legislation mmgmme' in a heasp and submerged.  Park Superinterdent, Rasbum
@thmtgxﬁmtebgforeCagl;essmamﬁltmaier aﬁhisnml*@dva]jantlyfellﬂiaemterc’)fa ’
ad]usmtofParkmmrlesﬁfmsmplytmgmﬂtr&@:s cadar tree, only to have it becore partially subrerged,
i?jagﬂmmﬁpmmmmmﬂm% along with mery subsecuent felled trees, all of vhich
In axition to the Vter Paluey and Neches P o oo B e st
National Moument already discussed, several matioml Scmehowg, | later six of the part | ad

forest areas should logically becare parts of Mt. Raimier
National Park. The Glacier View Wildemess just north
of the NMisqually entrarce is essentially admnistered
de facto by the Park Service right row. lands in axd
rear the Clesrvater Wilderress, particularly around
(henigis and Pinochle Creeks, should be added to the Park's
nortiwestern comer. More Park additions should be : .
corsidered near Chanepecosh an the rortheastern side. Ea;ly?}emxt@mngfm&egrmpagam

Barly in 1987, MRIGA sill put fopether its caprdnsive  SUZPAe 4n the rain tefore Tibom Fork. By 9 A,

all hed crossed ad they were on their way to Lorgmire.

pushed on to longmire. But their crossing became
unsafe shortly, ard soon darkness forced the remining
cutirg manbers to tum back to the Park entrance.
Here, Mrs. Raghumn put her large studio at the disposal
of the woren, while the men slept on the floor of the
office across the read.

mposalforbu:d:ychargesmﬂMt.RajnierI\htioml Tre Katz, Fork had ially e ard wis :
Park. As the Forest Service releases draft plans for ! +doe M1 partiall " overfloding
the Mc. Paker-Soqualmie and the Gifford-Pirchot Natiorel s bridge b the @élgd;s good, ” cccarding to

, Grelle. Nisqually es dhove
Forests, MOPA will carefully study and respond to the Sy— ?sti]lmld,artitba,gﬁrty bled past

agercy's proposals.  And throughout this year and 1988 o -
MAPA must take its case to Corgress as expected 1egisiatim te mar:_tgﬂ gngiﬁae z}f&e&dﬁ domred “Hjﬂmr o
winds its way into law. Only Congress can agthorize charges intotl'EP.. b I;m Such 'E‘he"irmn;natﬂ%
in Mt. Raimer's borders, axd/or exchanges of lands bebwesn 1 ) .
the NS ardd the Forest Servi mmof_&eday,ardaﬁams&gé&%m

You are the critical link in all this important work. anel ainfall, catpared t o 5 b o Ko
First, we need your ideas and suggestion about bourdary Hat s 1 gsizegrecfl v Wil I&K‘geam: :
charges. When the Forest Service releases the draft plans, hed oo bi m{’aﬂ e test this last
MRWPA will ask you to send a letter criticizing the agecy's (g ﬁmmi%es’ - glan%rea ;
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("1917-18 Floods" p. 6)
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ier most of the way downstresm, ad overflowing and

widening Iower down to damege vegetation in its course.

—Idith Goodran
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FLONRS IN THE OID GROWIH

Mrh attention has bee paid to old-growth
recently, particularly in relation to national
forest plaming. Three rational forests share
bondries with M. Rainier National Park, and it
is thought that in same portions they may share
mobile old-growth irhebitants sich as spotted
owl and merten as well. What is old-growth ad
how does it differ from second-growth timber
stards which succeed logged areas? Oldegrowth
stands, as defined by Forest Service researchers,
contain mature trees, a milti-layered canopy,
usually, amd trees of several age classes, smags
ad down material and oocasional open spots.

decline, although depending upon species, they
may live for hundreds of years more. Depending
upm elevation and climate and other factors,
there are various kirds of old-growth, with
different tree species and accampenying
plants and animals.

Secord-growth, particularly if memaged, is likely to
consist of trees vhich are similar in age, and to be
hervested vhen relatively yarg, before achieving the
diverse plant and animal life of the old-growth stage.
Mrh of the nutrient material from the forest soils is

o, ha) .
Pra w"o’)“?ﬁﬂ‘ :I;\'J“’?‘?': T

Pterosporn  gndromedea MOQOH,OPG upifiorc
Bined
inedrops Indian Pipe

locked up in the wood of the trees; mxch of the sun-
light neaded by plants to nenufactire food is
screened aut by the forest cancpy. Plants growing
in the uderstory, then, need to be adapted to these
special conditions. Plants without green leaves,
which have been called saprophytes, are an extrane
examle of such adaptation. Most of leamed that
Yive on dead organic matter with the help
of frgi intertwined in thejr roots. New high-powered
microenopes have enabled a Swedish researcher to
discover that those who named the pinesap long

: @ .o had at least as mrch wderstanding of the

plant as did the scientists vio later
discribed saprophytes. Pinesap roots mot
only are comected with fungi, these same
fimgi have also penetrated tree roots.
The fungi, which are decamposers, brask
down dead organic matter ad fumish
minerals to both tree and smwll forest
flower. The tree fumishes other
nutrients menufactured by its leaves, and
s0 the "saprophytes’ may te parasites of a
sort, after all.

The jry is aut on other kirds of
saprophytes,' hut it is strogly suspected
they behave in similar ways. It is clear,
however, that this group of plants can
neither live without ore or nore hosts,
nor can sievive in full sunlight.

Pinesap is entirely yvellowish or
reddish, with flowers modding in a huch

Hypapmis maonotropa frem the tcp of a thick stalk 1t is camm
Pinesap in the Park's mountain woods, while Indian

Pipe, similar in shape tut white and having only
oe flower, was more common in lowlad forests before
they ware cut.  Tips of both these plants om upard
as seeds develop.

Pinedrops are taller, a rich o color and

0 (See "Flowers' p. 8)
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felicitously-named.  Urn-shaped flowers similar to salal
or redroma harg individually from the stem, as do the
raundish seed capsules which ramin on dried stams for a
vear or more after seeds have dispersed. Cardystick,
with a pirk-and=hite striped sten, is more scarce at
Rainier, althouh apparently & mountain forest plant.
The plants mentioned so far are in the heath fanily,
related to heathers and rhododendrons.  Other leafless
plants, the coralroots, are matbers of the orchid family.
Again,t}erearedjfferar:esbe&eenlmatdhigfﬂr
elevation forests. The purple Mertens coralroot is more
cammon in the Park, while the trown-spotted coralroot
vwas more camon in lowland forests autside. Other
orchids are koown to have root fungi, but possess green
leaves. These are white-stresked in the case of the
widespread rattlesnake orchid. The showy calypso orchid
ccours infrequently in the Park, preferring like Tndian
Pipe (ad spotted o), slightly lower elevations. Fark
woods have very tiny, greenfloverad orchids called tway-
blades becase they have one pair of opposite leaves.
Forest flowers vhich live more independently terd to
te very leafy to make the most of the light availzble.
May have vhite flowers, presunebly becawse these show
up better in the shadows. Whatever their colars or
lifestyle, most Northwest forest flowers seem to be
gnﬂjrataibyseveralldlﬂsofhjrbletﬁes,atypeof
insect ted to life in the boreal (rorthem
coniferous) forest, vhich other pollimators are rot.

vhile sae of the complex interrelations of life In
the old-growth are known, there is much more to be lesmed
about how it all fits together into an ecosystem. The
spotted owl hints his prey here--the flying squirrel.
flheflyirgsqﬁrrelrraymeiapla:eui‘ﬁrel'ecmg]ide
to his food, which irchudes insects, fungl ad lichens.
Here are other comections with plants; sare of the
firgi, vhose spores the flying squirrel helps to
gpreed, are important to the growth
the lichens are know to fix nitrogen out of the alr,
thus providing for the forest sare of this essential.
(bvicusly, o understanding of the comections is rot
yet complete.

—Mary Fries

(T1ustrations from Vascular Plants of the Pecific N.W.,
University of Washington Press c1955-1969)
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