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A Passing View
of the Summit

by Jon Soest

One year ago, | took office and expressed hope that we could encourage our
members to hecome more involved in MRNPA activities, and that we could
cooperate more with other citizen groups with common interests. We have
made some progress in these areas, but we need to keep working on them.

What has been accomplished in the past year? MRNPA members have moni-
tored and commented on Environmental Impact Statements and Environ-
mental Assessments, in particular for the West Side Road closing, Highway
410 proposals, and changes in the struclures at Sunrise. We communicated
with NPS officials and staff members of natfonal conservation organizations
in regard to development and implementation of Park Service policies. Many
members patticipated in our trail and re-vegetation parties. Intemally, we
have started work on two imporiant issues, Publications and Wilderness
Management Policy.

Fortunately, it has been a year without crisis, so there hasn’t been a lot of no-
toriety or even publicity about our efforts. Nevertheless, we have kept the
torch buming.

| now pass that torch on to a new president, with some cheap advice about
issues to consider in the coming year (in addition to those already in pro-
gress). We need to schedule regular meetings with other citizen groups like
Olympic Park Associates and North Cascades Conservation Council, with
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A Passing View cont’ed...

whom we have so much in common. Our newsletier edi-
tor, Joan Burion, has suggested thal we should consider
sharing articles among our three newsletters. Meetings
with Park personngl should be more regular, and much
more frequent. We need to begin locking at the Park from
an ecosystem perspective, and working toward ex-
panded boundaries where appropriiate. And most of all,
we must let our members know that there are jobs o be
done and that we need all the halp we can get. Amodest
amount of effort can be so rewarding!

Good luck to the new board and the new officers.

Officers of MRPNA

1| President John Titland {206} 747-1698
|l Vice-President  David Berry  (206) 752-3546
|| Secretary John Thompson (206) 829-0377
|| Treasurer Bob Aegerter  (208) 547-4492
|| Editor Joan Burton  (206) 524-1327
| Layout Bob Landen  (206) 854-2473

| The MRNPA News Is published periodically by the

| Mount Rainier National Park Associates of Seatile,

L | WA, for the purpose of providing general information
| about issues affecting Mount Ralnier National Park in
] furtherance of the goals of the Mount Rainier National
| Park Associates - To Maintain, Restore, Nuriure, Pro-
| tect and Appreciate the natural values of ML Rainier

|| National Park .

The opinions expressed in the MRNPA News are those
|| of those of the authors and do not necessarily repre-
L | sent the official position of the MNRPA.

| Letlers and articles from readers and members are
| welcomed, We reserve the right to edit for length,
| grammar or libel,

| Unless specifically copyrighted, articles and graphics
| | may be reprinted without prior permission if appropri-
|| ate creditis glven.
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New Committees to
Lead Study on Park
Boundary Changes

by Jon Soest

The original boundaries of Mount Rainier National Park
were drawn over 90 years ago, at a iime when “ecosys-
tem” was not even a word. We now find this concept to
be a very powerful and useful approach to public land
management—though sometimes very political. Recent
work at Yellowsione National Park has led to the realiza-
tion that the health of that Pari and its wildlife is depend-
ent on a much wider area than that enclosed by its
boundaries.

Mount Rainier National Park, with its much smaller area
and fragile alpine environment, is at least as dependent
on surrounding lands as Yellowstone. Wildlife migrates in
and out of the Park regulariy, often using the ring of Wil-
demess Areas in the neighboring National Forests as cor-
ridors. Logging practices on adjacent lands have
severely impacted the visual appearance of the forest on
the boundary —and also the habitat, bringing a different
set of “neighbors” (for example, cowbirds) to the wildiife
living in the old growth environment of the Park.

Would extended boundaries for MRNPA help to free the
ecosystem from negafive impacts caused by human ac-
tivities? Could more low-lying forest fand provide dis-
persed recreation for the visitors, providing relief for the
overcrowded alping visitor centers? Are heavily logged
public lands suitable for inclusion inside the Park, if we
train an eye toward the long term? One example of such
lands is Shenadoah National Park in Virginia, which was
thoroughly logged and grazed before the Park was
formed over 50 years ago. Yet today the signs of this
prior use are difficult for the casual visitor 1o detect.

In early May, a new committee was formed to lead
MRNPA considerations of the greater Park ecosystem,

with the ultimate goal of working o modify the Park
boundaries in order to protect that ecosystem better. The
committee is being organized by John Thompson, Roger
Garrett, and Paul Heilman.

All three of the organizers have ecosystem “credentials”.
John is a neighbor of the Park. Living close by the Carb-
on River entrance, he keeps a close eye on the activities
of the Park staff and the employees of private land own-
ers (like Plum Creek) nearby. Roger was the Southwest
Washington representative of the Washington Environ-
mental Council to the TFW (Timber/Fish/Wildlite} agree-
ment. He worked with representafives of Indian tribes,
government organizations, and private landowners to try
to guarantee proper management of forest lands through
Forest Practice Permits. Paul is a forest scientist with the
WSU Research Station in Puyallup, with a worldwide
reputation in his field.

If you would like to help with this effort, please contact
one of the leaders. We certainly don’t know all of the an-
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swers, and a large part of the committee’s effort will be
devoted to gathering information. This will probably in-
clude field trips to boundary areas. Right now, your inter-
est and commitment are far more imponrtant that detailed
knowledge.

(206) 829-0377 (Carbonado)

John Thompson

Paut Hellman (206) 848-2282 (Puyallup)
Bob Aegetter (206) 547-4492

Roger Garrett (503) 620-253 (Portland)

SRS

Mount Rainier
National Park:
Created Too Small,
Shrinking Through the
Years,
Needing Now to Grow!

by Harvey Manning

When | was a litlle Kid, car-camping with my fisher folk
parents, we entered Mount Rainier National Park not far
beyond the city limits of Enumclaw. What seemed to be
the Park, that is. The White River valley certainly had the
forests for it. From our favorite campsite Dad and the un-
cles would ford the White River to fish Huclkdeberry
Creek, which was virtually banidul with trout—uwild trout,
not haichery dumpings; few fisher folk were up to wading
the rock-milky torrents from the Emmons and Winthrop
Glaciers. The forest and the river were, for us, the Park.

But one day in the early 1930s we drove the narrow dirt
road to where it ascended the valley wall. We quit where
boulders blocked the roadway, which was said to be
headed for Naches Pass because everybody supposed
the old pioneer road would be the cross-mountain route. |
suppose we tumed back some miles short of what we
later came to know as Cayuse Pass. | recall Jooking to
the other side of the valley and far up the ridge in the
meadows, seeing another road under construction.

Some years later we drove to Cayuse and Chinook
Passes, and to Sunrise. By then our old family camp spot
had become The Dalles Forest Camp. Also by then, the
Park boundaries had retreated and we drove along the
White River in a dun dreariness of siumps.

We were stunned, shocked, horrified that the Park would
allow logging. What should have besn Park, that is. In
years to come | passed through two further stages of edu-
cation. In the first | marveled that there could have been,
s0 long ago, so strong a preservationist movement in the
State of Washington. In the second | leamed there was
no preservationist movement in the state then. America
was “given” the Park by the Northem Pacific Railway, its
timber-beast cronies, and the chambers of commerce.

The railroad grant lands that grew nothing more salable
than lava and glaciers were exchanged for lands else-

continued on next page
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Mt Rainier, Needing to Grow! continued ...

where which groaned under a crop of ancient forests. It's
rather surprising any forests at all were preserved in the
for-a-fact Park. As the boundaries shrank in the 1950s
and 1960s we saw what a confidence game had been
played on America. In the 1970s and 1980s we were ap-
palled that the game was still going on. We asked of the
timber beasts, “Have you no shame?”

ltis to laugh.

During my tours for Footsore 4 | saw how little shame the
industry has. Clear cutting from the White River to within
a rifle shot of the meadows of Grand Park—quickly ex-
ploited by the animal-eaters of Enumclaw for sneaking
the short way through the woods of the Park to bag their
elk within canrying distance of the pickup. (At the very
least, cannot the logging road be closed off to the public
at a distance too far for hauling dead meat?) 1 drove the
Woeyerhaeuser logging roads that took over the ald lokie
grades, up into the horizon-to-horizon clearcut being com-
pleted in the 1980s, walked cat tracks up through stumps
1o the sumpit of Sisters 1 — and to my amazement
looked down 1o Weyco's Last Picture Show — & craw
mowing down a little grove of subalpine trees onthe
shore of a meadow-marsh pond. “Shame” is not in the
company vocabulary.

Among my most starlling discoveries was in the area
where the highly inadeguate Clearwaisr Wildemess was
dedicated, over the cbjections of former Congressiman
Rod (“Smilley™) Chandler. On the slopes of Carbon Ridge,
the foreground for Rainler as seen from Seatile, | came
upon a stretch of long-abandoned tidge-top irail, an evi-
dent route from Wilkeson, now deslroyed except &t this al-
fitude. In the naked stump land below the ridge crest |
was starfled to find a scatllering of relict Douglas fir, Mon-
ster old stumps, one to every few acres, amid the stumps
of the silver fir and mountain hemiock adapted to that ele-
vation in the current swing of the climaie. A thousand

Trifolium repens - (white clover), a European import...
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years ago, before the onset of the Litlle Ice Age, this was
Douglas fir country. Not anymore. The relicts have been
shipped overseas.

‘The stumps ought to be given plaques. This free was a
seedling in the time of Charlemagne. In the age of Weyer-
haeuser it was haulad away to provide a total one-and-a-
half day’s worl for severai loggers and mill workers and
to provide dividends to fat cais who got fat on the North-
em Pacific Land Thett,

When the felony is punished by “reinvesting” the booty,
we can then begin pushing the proper boundaries of the
Park out fo where they should be. The foolings of Hainier
reach 1o the cily imits of Buckley, Enumclaw. In my Fooi-
sore surveys | watked most of the way from Buckiey to
Carbon Ridge. The ridges have been skinned, but green,
dank, shadowed wildness has survived in dramatic
gorges. Packworthy. A sublime trail even now.

Enough. I'm making my heart bleed, remembering those
days tramping up and down the niins. We can build upon
those ruins. That is, Nature can. Afl around the Park al-
lowed 1o Ametica by the nuthless Scrooges of the last cen-
tury, on ali the ridges and valleys gang-banged by their
heirs, there are fdges and rivers of Mount Rainier which
belong in the Ultimats Park. They ought now o be re-
tumed to the public domain. Let's bs fair and pay Weyer-
hasuser what Frederick did Jim Hill—$6 an acre. Pretty
steep, actually lacking the ancient forests.

In my travels it was the west side | found espacially beau-
iifual, in a petverse way, like a trip to Mars. From Eaion-
ville through the Mashel couniry o Ihe Pari, if any tree
big enough for an ax fo get a sguare whack survived, |
didn't see it The Park boundary cught {0 be Immediately
pushed out {0 the second or third ridge west.

| believe | withessad the last years of the Rape of the
West. The logging roads of the Puyallup then wers
closed to public vehicles, but not walkers; by heoling 25
miles a day | could cover a lot of teriiory. A day in late fall
1 was walking the Main Road back to Camp 2, where my
car was parked outsids the gais. A succession of super -
trucks roared by in the twilight at 50 mph. Their loads
were felict Douglas firs, huge old ancients. They wers
white. Snow filled the interstices of the bark. These were
trees which were cut from the meadow's edge, the nolse
of chain saws and trucks loud in Sunset Park on the Won-
dertand Trail.

've been up there since Champion bought out the old
thieves and opened the country 1o the public—ior a fes.
Do not wax foo enthusiasiic about the Champion Experi-
ment. The old thieves were content to steal trees. Cham-
pion is selling meat.

The boundaries of the Ultimate Parik must extend west at
least to the confluence of the Mowich and Puyailup Riv-
ers, at least 1o The Divide, an eminence which has (of
course) been scalped, yet is a vantage point for roadside
gawking equal to Chinook Pass and Yakima Park. The
west side of Rainier is seen in a broad context, a context
which includes an estimated five billion stumps of ancient
frees. The nation ought to see them.

continued on next page



Mt Ra:nler Needmg to Grow' contmued

Just about everythlng bad that can be done to Rainier
has been done. The repair must be done, but we have to
go back to Ground Zero, as if the glaciers had just gone
away. Let's begin with a preliminary master plan for the
Ultimate Rainier Park, the one that encompasses the
Whole Mountain.

Board Members Meet
With Park Officials

by Jon Soest

On May 11, MRNPA Board members Bob Aegerier, John
Thompson, and Jon Soest met with Superintendent Wi-
liam Briggle and three members of his staff from Mount
Rainier National Park. The staff members were John Wil-
cox, Ranger of the Muir District (Backcountry), John Jen-
sen, Chief Ranger, and Erik Walkinshaw, Chief of
Planning. This meeting was part of our effort to keep in
fouch with the Park managemaenit on issues that interest
our members.

Mr. Briggle discussed a major reorganization of the rang-
ers. The Park has been divided into two districis: Back-
couniry, or Muir District, and Frontcountry, or Mather
District. Wilcox, the Muir ranger, will have Resource Man-
agerment and Trails under his control. The Mather District
ranger is Randy Brook.

The Wilderness Management Plan, which MRNPA has
been siudying this year (see arficles in previous two
newsletiers( is now under review. Intemal comments are
due by May 21. The review is being conducied by Pam
Griffin, Wildemess Management Specialist.

A special group has been formed to review any project
that has environmental impact. This group, nicknamed
the “Nod Sauad”, will have to approve any project before
it proceeds. This appears io be a good approach to ensur-
ing that all projects fit into the “big picture” of the Park

and its ecosystemn—before action is taken that negatively
affecis other parts of the Park or its surroundings.

The Carbon River entrance station is upgrading some fa-
cilities, in order to iower envirenmental impact in its flocd
plain location. Waste water will be stored and pumped
out as needed. Currently the waste is processed through
a typical septic tank and drain field system, which is in-
adequate and not a good idea in this moist soil area. Re-
cycling options were considered 1o be {00 expensive.
Some additional quarters are being added, in particular
another trailer. Fuel wili no longer be stored at the station-
again, such storage is not wise given the soil and flood-
ing conditions at this location.

MRNPA News for Summer 1993

Mr. Briggle talked about the Tacoma project. This is an in-
formational project near Union Station on the waterfront
in Tacoma. The Tacoma News Tribune carried an article
about it on Sunday, May 16. Mr. Briggle requested sup-
port for the project, including letters to Congressman
Dicks. The MRANPA Board has not taken an official posi-
tion on this effort yet, since we have not given our mem-
bership any information or asked for your reactions.
Members are of course encouraged to express their opin-
ions to their congressmen, patiicularly if they live in Con-
gressman Dicks’ districi.

I\l!endmg the Meadow

By Regina Rochefort and Stephen Gibbons

from Restoration and Management Notas, Winter 1982
Published for the University of Wisconsin Arboretum

Paradise—ihe name seems approptiate to the beautiful
subalpine meadow in Mount Rainier National Park, Wash-
ington. Nestled between the 4,393 m. peak of Mount
Rainier and the jagged peaks of the Tatoosh Range, the
meadow is a myrad of colors in early August. Magenta
paintbrush, blue lupines, purple meadow aster, and yel-
low heather are interspersed among lush green sedges
and dark green hucklebermies. At first glance, the network
of asphalt trails seems inapproptiate in this “pristine”
area. A more detalled inspection of the meadow provides
a hint as to the need for asphait trails — numerous “soclal’
or voluriteer trails and bare ground rest areas created by
visitors eager to explore areas not accessible by main-
tained trails.

To deal with this growing problem, in 1986, Mount Rainier
Nationat Park initiated a large-scale restoration program
to document and repair areas in the Paradise meadows
damaged by visitors. Efforts so far have led fo the docu-
mentation of all human impacts in the Paradise area, the
development of a rating system to classify affected areas
and to prioritize them for restoration, improved tech-
niques for stabilizing and revegetating severely eroded
sites, and the development of a comprehensive restora-
tion plan for the Paradise meadows.

The restoration plan addresses not only revegetation
methods and priorities, but protaction of restored sites
and prevention of new damage to plant communities, De-
velopment of protection and prevention methods included
a sociological study designed io provide a profile of “non-
compliers” (off-trail hikers) and an assessment of the ef-
fectiveness of signs and barriers currently in use in the
Paradise area. The results of the sociological study pro-
vided a basis for improvements in our signs, barriers, and
other means for reducing damage by visitors.
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Mendmg The Meadow continued

Vegetation and History

The Paradise meadows encompass approximately 389
hectares (960 acres) and extend from 1,646 t0 2,256 m
(5,400 to 7,400} in elevation. Most of the meadow is
within the subalpine parkiand zone, although a small por-
iion is above treeline and is dominated by alpine vegeta-
tion. The subalpine parkland is an ecozone that extends
from the closed-cancpy tree clumps interspersed with her-
baceous meadows, Tree clumps are composed of subal-
pine fir {Abies lasiocarpa) and mountain hemlock (Tsuga
metensiana).

The herbaceous vegetation includes five broad commu-
nity types, as described by Henderson (1974): Heath-
shrub, wet sedge, low herbaceous, lush herbaceous, and
dry grass. Heath-shrub communities are dominated by er-
acaceous spemes such as heathers and huckiebernes

RS e

gmmmxgggmm_dgug_o_s_um) Wet sedge commumtles
occur in depressions or along creeks, and are dominated
by black-topped sedge (Carex nigrecans), showy sedge
(C. spectabilis), and alpine aster (Aster alpigenus). The

iow herbaceous communities are slighily drier than the
wet sedge communities, and are dominated by anermone
(Anemone occidentalis), alpine aster, and paintbrush
(Castileja spp.) Both the lush herbaceous and dry grass
communiiies have slightly taller vegetation than the wet
sedge or low herbaceous vegetation types {over 20 cm
tall). The lush herbaceous community is characterized by
jupine {Lupinus lafifolius) false hellebore (Veratrum
viride), and Sitka valerian_(Valefiana siichensis). Dry

grass communities are_found on very dry sites and are
dominated by green fescue (Festuca virdula) and lupine.
Vegetation is faifly continuous in the lower portion of the
meadow, but above about 1,890 m (6,2007), the herba-
ceous vegetation becomes discontinuous and is inter-
spersed with patches of rocks, bars soil or gravel.

The area is saslily accessible by the main Paik road and
is a2 popular destination for dayhikers and alpine ciimbers.
Approximaiely 1.08 million visiiors go to Paradise each
year (Salvi and Johnson, 1985). The area has been heav-
Hy used since the eany 1900’s, and much of the damage
avident in the meadows today is the result of activities
that are no longer permitted. This includes degradation

Heather, a dominant native specie.

caused by a tent camp (1820-1930s), a horse concession
(1808-1965), a golf course (1931), and a ski concession
(1934-1975).

Damage caused by horses has proved especially sevare
and long-iasting. Some riding tralls are stili 2-4 m wide
and up to 0.6 m deep nearly 30 years afier the conces-
sion closed. Native vegetation has reciaimed the roads
leading into the old tent camp, but the roads are siili be-
low grade and easlly visible. Severai old road-beds and
rope-tow-sites are marked by swaths of lupines, which
produce a brilliant display of purple flowers each year in
late July. Some of these sites appsar to have been delib-
erately revegetated sometime in the last 30-40 years, but
Park records conceming past revegetation efforts are in-
compleie and provide few specific details of methods or
materials. Although these arcasg are covered with nalive
plant communities, we would prefer that the outline of
square tent sites and linear roadbads were hot visible.

Historic records do indicate that resioration in the Para-
dise area actually began more than a hali-century ago in
conjunction with construction of the Sievens Canyon road
in 1937, At that time, Civilian Conservation Corps work-
ers planted regetation salvaged from a future roadbed in

contmued on next page

Your U. S. Representative

{Jolene Unsceld,Jennifer Dunn, etec.)
U. 8. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

How to express your opinions to your elected Representatives

State your case simply, clearly and without rancor. Don't use more than two typewritten
pages. Write often. If your statements make sense to the staffs, your regular correspondence
will be read. Use the correct addresses...

Your L. 8. Senator
{(Patty Murray, etc.)
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
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Mendmg The Meadow cont:

the denuded area surroundmg a parkmg Iot Today this
area still has many bare ground areas, but for the most
pari it is covered with native shrubs. in the late 1950s,
Park officials decided that the best option for protecting
the area was to asphalt the most severely eroded trails,
which were located in the lower portion of the meadows.
Today the meadows support a maintained irail system
that includes 16 trails with a total length of 21.7 km. Trails
in the lower meadows siill have asphalt surfacas, but ad-
ditiona! trails in the higher elevation areas have been cov-
ered with a gravel tread and delineated with large rocks.

Although Park policy is to discourage off-trail hiking due
to the fragility of the subalpine vegstation, off-trail iravel
still occurs, creating new bare ground sites and perpetuat-
ing existing bare ground “social” trails and rest areas. In
1986, Superintendent Neal G. Guse (currently Coopera-
tive Park Studies Unit Leader at Clemson University} initi-
ated a large-scale program fo repair human-caused
damage in the meadow.

The first objective of the program was to form an interdivi-
sional Park commitiee to write a plan for protecting and
restoring the meadow. The Paradise Meadow Plan Com-
mitiee inciuded two Visitor Protection Rangers {Rick
Kirschner and Garry Olson), an interpretive Hanger
(Doug Buehier), the Landscape Architect (Bob Elmore),
the Trafl Crew Foreman (Mike Camey), a Natural Re-
source Specialist (Steve Gibbons) and the Botanist (Re-
gina Rochefort). Steps in the plan’s development
included field surveys of human impacts, sociological sur-
veys regarding noncompliance and optimal control meth-
ods, and development of a method to rate and rank
impacted sites for restoration. Human impacis included
bare ground social frails, social trails where some tram-
pled vegetation persisted, and large bare ground sites
used as rest areas, picnic sites, campsites, or scenic vis-
fas.

Description of Human Impacts

Mount Rainier National Pask botanists Regina Rochefori,
Mignonne Bivin, Lisa Pakula, Sue Fritzke, and Alan
Ragins systematically surveyed the meadow for human
impacts during the summers of 1986 and 1987. They
mapped each damaged area on an aerial photograph

LeWISIa tweedy! a rare specie in the Cascades
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(1:5,000 scale) and topographic map, measurad the siie,
and then photographed it for future comparisons using 35
mim color print film. Measurements recorded for each
damaged site included: volume of soil lost by erosion (cal-
culated as the product of length, width, and depth of the
eroded area); surface area of the site; percent of the area
denuded of vegetation; and general site characteristics in-
cluding slope, aspect, and dominant vegetation type.

Anne Braaten, currently the Geographic Information Spe-
cialist at North Cascades National Park, digitized maps of
all damaged areas and entered them into Mount Rain-
fer's computerized geographic information system, We
later used ihis information to develop restoration goals for
the meadows, determine locations for new rest areas,
and develop annual restoration plans.

The team also recorded qualitative information regarding
the origins of social trails or rest areas and evidence of
current use. We later used this information to determine
whether the area could be successfully restored or
whether it should be formally designated as a rest area or
maintained trail.

During the two years of field surveys, we documented

913 significantly degraded areas in the Paradise mead-
ows. Most of these (89%) were what we call “social
trails”, linear bare ground scars resulling from shortcuts
between designated trails or hetween designated irails
and points of interest. The remaining disturbed areas are
large bare ground or severely frampled areas previously
used as rest areas and/or view points. Dimensiohs of
bare ground sites are quite varied; lengths range from 0.5
to 1,740m, widths ranged from 0.1 to 25.6m, and soit sub-
sidence due to compaction and erosion ranged from 0.01
to 1.0m.

We found that the most deeply eroded scars were trails
through heath-shrub communiiies on steap slopes in the
upper elevation porfion of the meadows. Social trails in
the lower meadows and large rest areas were generally
on flai sites, and were characterized by bare, compacted
surfaces.

(To Be Continued in the Next MRNPA NEWS)

R

Summer Trail Work
Parties

by Bob Aegerter, Lynn Heckman
and John Titland

Once again friends of Mount Rainier are volunteering for
weekends of constructive effort on Mount Rainier Na-
tional Park’s trail system. We will be there again this sum-
mer for enjoyable weskends of service to the Park.

Our major project will be in the Paradise area on the
south side of the Park. In August, we have reserved
campsites at Cougar Rock and will have a potluck supper
after the work party.

You will have two opportunities to participate in this effort:
continued on next page
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r 93 Trail Parties continued ...
¢  Saturday, August 14th at Paradise to work on
construction of trails.

e  Saturday, September 11th again at Paradise.
ist 1993 Trails Party

On Saturday June 5th, National Trails Day, 14 people
worked on the Carbon River trail, one of the most-used
trails in the Park. Trail Crew Ranger Carl Fabiani super-
vised and directed the work.

The crew widened portions of trail that had eroded into
the river by cutting into the hillside slope above the frail,
creating new flat surfaces with shovels, crowbars, and pu-
laskis. Roots, rocks, salmon berries, and vine maples
were cut back to widen the path. A troop of Boy Scouts
and another troop of Ginl Scouts tramped past the crew
and appreciated its efforis. Despite a spitting moming

rain when the work began at 8:00, the aftemoon sun
shone. A post-trail crew party was held at John and Yo-
landa Thompson's Carbor River Ranch.

Please contact the new trail committee chair, Dick Baker,
2115 11th Avenue West, Seatile, WA 98119, (206) 282-
1064 if you would like 1o participate.

The Lake Tipsoo Project

Last fall MRNPA members and friends assisted Park vol-
unteer Peggy Enderlein with a re vegetation project at
Lake Tipsoo. We spent the entire day reciaiming social
trails with native wild flowers, grasses, and shrubs. We
will have the same opportunity this year in late Septem-

- ber or early October. If you're interested in spending one
of your fall weekend days at Lake Tipsoo transplanting
seediings that are native 1o the area, give Jane Titland a
call at 747-1698. The exact dates for transplanting de-
pend on the fall weather. Those who express an interest
in this project will be contacted when the dates have
been finalized.

Summer Bridge
Construction:
Two Routes Affected
in The Park

News Release from WSDOT & NPS

Motorists traveling through Mount Rainier National Park
this summer wilt experience short delays due to the re-
placement of two bridges on State Routes 410 and 123,
according to Park Superntendent William J. Briggle and
Washington Dept. of Transportation represeniatives. In
addition, the construction projects will require both

routes, which serve the east portion of the Park to remain
closed until May 28.

The two bridges are the Deadwood Creek Bridge, located
approximately 5 miles south of the Park’s northeast
boundary on State Route 410, and the Laughingwater
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Creek Bridge, approximately 2 miles north of the Park’s
southeast boundary on State Route 123. Both bridges
are over 50 years old.

Traffic revisions will be necessary at both sites through-
out the duration of the projecis. A single-lane temporary
bridge is being built fo bypass the Deadwood Creek
Bridge, and is expected to be in place for up to two years.
Advance waming and control signals will alert moltofists
to the traffic revision. A pottion of the existing Laughing-
water Creek Bridge will be retained as a temporary span
while its replacement is being built nearby. A flagging op-
eration and waming signs will control traffic.

During preparation of the temporary by-pass bridges,
State Route 410 will be closed at the Park’s northeast en-
trance gate, and at Morse Creek, approximately 4 miles
outside the Park’s east boundary within the Wenatchee
National Forest. State Route 123 will be closed at the
Ohanepecosh Area, about 1 mile inside the Park's south-
east entrance.

The Ohanspecosh Visitor Center is scheduled to open
weekends, beginning May 15 and will provide further in-
formation regarding the road closures and available serv-
ices. All other facilities in the Pati’s east side will remain
inaccessible by road until noon on May 28.

These projects require close coordination between the
National Park Service, Washington Department of Trans-
portation, and Federal Highway Adminisiration. All three
agencies participated in the review of the bridge designs.
WSDOT design engineers approved the construction
drawings. FHWA project engineers and inspectors will su-
pervise construction at both sites, with general oversight
by the National Park Service.

Planning & Development

summarized by Bob Aegerier

Mount Rainier Superintendent William Briggie and three
key Park administrators recenily met with Jon Soest,
John Thompson, and Bob Aegerter of the Mount Rainier
Nationat Park Associates to discuss planning and devel-
opment.

General Management Plan

MPNPA has discussed an ouiline for a General Manage-
ment Plan with Park administrators in the past. Focused
activity on the study will begin in August of this year. Park
officials estimate it will take three years to complete, in-
cluding an Environmental Impact Statement. GMP’s out-
line in broad terms will [ay out in broad terms what can
and cannot be done in the Park over the next decade. Po-
tential for Park expansion can be a significant issue. Cili-
zen participation can make the plan more specitic and
realistic. Contact a member of the MRNPA Board if you

Rainier was open for public comment during May 1993, A
continued on next page
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Plannmg and Development contmued
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revised EA on a revised preferred altemative for the por-
tion within the Park is tentatively scheduled for public re-
view from August 19, 1993 io September 31, 1893.

Staff B izatl

Mt. Rainler staff has been reorganized into two groups:
The Muir, which manages the wilderness areas some-
times cailed “backcountry”, and the Mather, which man-
ages the “frontcountry”, the areas you can reach by car.
The reorganization goes beyond the interpretive and
ranger staffs. The trail maintenance crews, for example,
work for John Wilcox of the Muir unit. Randy Brooks
leads the Mather unit. The reorganizaticn is offered as ex-
perimental and could be changed. We wil keep you in-
formed.

Sunrse Lodge Redevelopment

Mount Rainier National Park Administration is working
with the State Historic Preservation Officer to form a “pro
bono publico” commitiee of five members to review and
make recommendations regarding the preferred alterna-
tive represented in the Sunrise EA. MRNFA wﬂl have a
member on this committes.

Three altemnatives for the replaoement of the Paradise
Ski Dorm have been identified and will be reviewed in an
EA during the winter of '93-84. The preferred alilemative
shifis the long axis of the building from north-south to
east-west o avoid exiensive exposure to the prevailing
winter sforms and the snow c!nﬁlng that resuiis.

ATask Group coneastang of representatwes from Mount
Rainier National Park, Washington State Department of
Transportation and the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National
Forest has been formed to study the moving of WSDOT's
maintenance facility at Crysta! Creek in the Park and the
Park’s White River staff housing and maintenance facility
to a new joint site on Highway 410 north of the Park en-
trance. The State Patrol and others may have an interest
in parlicipating. There is no environmentally acceptable
site within the Pari for these activities.

T Creek Trail S fon Brid

The second year of construction for the replacement
bridge will continue this summer. The existing bridge will
remain in place until the new bridge is usable.

Climbing .

Superintendent Briggle has appointed a commitiee to re-
view the potential for a second climbing guide concession
in the Park. Smaller guide organizafions have objected to
the exclusive rights of Rainier Mountaineering, Inc. Oth-
ers have expressed concern that small guide conces-
sions would not be able to maintain a safe level of
back-up guide for rescue work. Charging for the cost of
rescue of lost or stranded climbers and hikers by the
Park Service is being studied. Grand Teton, Yosemite and
Denali (Mt. McKinley) may have the significant input to
the final decision. Opponents express concein that the
exiensive volunieer rescue and communications organi-

MRNPA News for Summer 1993

zations that presently exist would iose thelr vitality. Climb-
ers would probably buy insurance against the charges. A
user fee, including the rental of an emergency radio
might be less costly, avoiding the high overhead costs of
private insurance companies. Denali had a number of
iragic situations during the past climbing season that
stretched the Park staff beyond reason.

A,

Wilderness Management
Planning in the National
Parks

by Sally Scest

On April 17, the Olympic Park Associates’ board held an
all-day meeting with ONP Superintendent Maureen Fin-
nerty and members of her staff, for a comprehensive up-
date on ONP issues. Polly Dyer, Randy Payne, and | (as
newsletter editor) were among those present. One of the
major topics was the Wildemess Management Plan
(WMP). ONP is struggling with many of the same man-
agement isslies as MRNPA is. The similarities and differ-
ences between the two Parks’ Wildemess Management
Plans is interesting.

Mt. Rainier’s Wildemess Management Plan grew guickly
from the earlier backcountry management plan, and was
adopted only about one year after the MT Rainier Wilder-
ness was designated (1988).

In conirast, ONP has been working on their WMP for
years—ever since the passage of the Washington Wilder-
ness Act. Funds ran out, and the planning process fell
into a hiatus, during which ONP relied on management
guidance from their backcountry management pian, with
appropriate modifications. Finally work resumed on the
WMP, and they hope to have It ready for public review by
summer '93,

ONP’s Natural Resources Manager, Ruth Scott, has been
working on the WMP for all these years, and is by now
something of a national authority on wilderness manage-
ment. Their planning process is extremely complete and
elegant.

Ruth was quick to point what we have recently learned:
that, although the Forest Service has speacific regulations
regarding wilderness management, the National Park
Service guidelines for implementing the Wildemess Act
are poor, prescribing no planning process or system of im-
plementation; so wilderness management planning has

to be done on a park-by-park basis.

Ruth has used a planning process developed by Forest
Service researchers, and improved upon it. The Limits of
Acceptable Change (LAC) process was first used in the
*70s and was used as the basis for MBNP's WMP. How-
aver, because LAC was developed by researchers, it has |
some impracticalities. Ruth feels that it fails fo adequately
allow for such practicalities as the Environmental Assess-
ment process, with which ultimately any WMP must com-
ply. Consequently, Ruth has built inic the ONP planning

continued on next page
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Wilderness Management continued ...
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process several pre-LAC steps having to do with goal-set-
ting, determining how the EA will be developed, and set-
ting up means of coordinating with other agencies and
public groups.

ONP then foliowed the LAC process, which we have also
seen evidence of in MRNP: identification of zones within
the Park and classes of conditions which are desired with
each zone; choosing indicators for each zone and setiing
up monitoring systems; ultimately deciding standards and
guidelines for activities within each zone, and proposing
how each zone will be used. Basically, this amounts to
ovetlaying the wildemess map on the zone map.

ONP has reached this point. By next summer they expect
to present various zones-and-uses altematives to the
public for comment.

Ruth Scott sees the implementation of the WMP as an an-
nual monitor-and-review process, in which a mechanism
for yearly reassessment, involving public input, is built
into the WMPF, resulting in an annual State-of-the-Wilder-
ness repor.

Other Specific Wilderness Issues in
Both ONP and MRNPA

Use of native materials for bridges, ONP and Olympic
Park Associates are struggling with these probiems as
we are. All are opposed to continued use of downed trees
for fog bridge stringers. ONP has a policy that all bridge
materials over a certain size must be reviewed by Paik
managers; the decision 1o use large trees cannot be
made by trail crews. Several members expressed the phi-
losophy that, given that any bridge is a non-wilderness in-
trusion, and given that the use of local trees is offensive,
the best altemative is metal stringers, which at least will
last a long time before they have to be replaced. The For-
est Service is researching new designs that may be less
offensive 1o the wilderness visitor.

Helicopters, ONP requires the Superintendent’s approval
for their use, and specifies no-fly dates (June 1-Labor
Day). At the end of each year they re-evaluaie ali helicop-
ter use, scrutinizing the uses carefully. This is similar to
the MRNP procedures, although it is not clear that the
two parks use similar criteria for approval of helicopter
use.

Aircraft Overflight. NPS is doing an overflight study,
which should be completed within about a year. ONP is
one of the study sites. The study will look at effects, noise
levels, etc. ONP backcountry rangers monitor and record
aircraft overflights.

Minimuem Tool, According to the Assistant Superinten-
dent, this is always a trade-off between financial and natu-
ral resources. Six-foot lengths of bridge materials, and
aven outhouses can be packed in by horse and mule,
without resorting 1o helicopters, for example.
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Transportation Study

by John Tilland

At the MRNPA annual mesting in May Mt. Rainier Na-
tional Park Superintendent Briggle presented a list of cur-
rent and coming projects at the MRNP. One of those
projects will be a Transporation Study and Plan. Superin-
tendent Briggle indicated that this plan might ultimately in-
clude features such as public transportation from points
of origin outside the Park and/or a system of shuitle
buses on the Wesiside Road.

Transporiation planning is not a simple subject. | would
be interested fo know if any MRNPA members with knowi-
edge or expertise in transportation related subjecis would
be interested in assisting the Board in any future efforis

to understand and evaluate fransportation plans for
Mount Rainier National Park. If you have such knowledge
or expertise and are interested in helping, please cali
John Tiiland at 747-1968.

Carbon Corner Concerns

by John Thompson

Can Fabiani, head of the rail crew on the Ipsut-Mowich
Lake trails, reports that budget consiraints have down-
sized his crew to himsalf and two other persons, and In-
creased their area of trail maintenance io include the
White River area. This means that about ali they can ex-
pect to do this year is to keep the fralls open. At this time
the Glacier Trail, Green iLake Trail, and Paul Peak Trall to
the Mowich River Valley are open and clear of show. The
snow level in this area is about 4500 feet. The Chenuis
Trail is scheduled for repalr later in the summer.

Some repairs have been made on the ranger cabin at Ip-
sut, and an additional mobile home is being set up in the
entrance service area. At this point a ranger has just
been hired for the arsa.

There has been an administrative re-alignment through-
out the Park, Essentially it seems to be a two-division af-
fair; i.e. front country rangers dealing primarily with the
public, and back coundry rangers dealing with the Park
and its maintenance. Thus, in this area, Ed Wilson, for-
mesly manager of Ipsut, Carbon, White River District has
been reassigned under the new management plan to re-
sponsibility as North Side Front Country Ranger, and
Steve Klump is now the Back County Ranger of the North
Side. The new system seems 1o insure belter coverage of
backcountry trails and is generally beiter at maximizing
staff.

The road from the Carbon River entrance to lpsut camp-
ground is very rough this spring. The potholes ars big
enough to break an axe, but the road grader will be
brought in to smooth them out when the road has dried
out a little. Take care. The pot holes are dangerous!

Continued on next page
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vada ] gy Through-
out last fall and wmter a group of Forest Semce people
and a coupie of 'civilians’ were busily planning to “re-ha-
bilitate” and protect an area of Forest Service land adja-
cent to the northwest comer of the Park. This areais in
the “surround”, and acts as a “buffer” to the Park. It
should be of concem to anyone with an interest in protect-
ing and preserving the Park.

For those not familiar with the Cayada/Summit area, a de-
scription would include a comparison to the Mowich &
Eunice area, five miles to the south. Though ferrain, alti-
tude, and accessibility are similar, an important difference
exists in that much Forest Service and Plum Creek log-
ging has been done in the drainage and around Coplay,
Surprise and East Lakes. Luckily, Summit Lake was in-
cluded in the Clearwater Wildemess before logging got to
it. Siill much beauty remains in the drainage and it may
be enhanced with the conscientious restorative mutlgatlon
efforts being planned.

Of the five altemnatives considered, number three seemed
most desirable, i follows:

ost - frea: Provides the most rec-
reataon opportumtles for the highest number of users and
restores and protects the area’s natural resources. The
more developed environment may change the type of ex-
petience available and the type of visitor.

Area Access: improve road surface conditions on FS
7810 and provide reguilar maintenance for passenger ve-
hicle use. Close FS 7810 at the first switchback past the
FS 7820 junction and construct a Summit Lake trailhead
and parking area. Reconsiruct the closed road section
into trail. Maintain FS 7820 past Coplay Lake and FS
7820/310 to the present end at the East Lake ouilet.

Summil Lake: Heavy use around the lakeshore and lake
basin has resuled in webs of social trails throughout the
meadows. Vegetation loss and damage lo live trees is
common at ovemight camping spots. Visitor use along
the lakeshore has damaged vegetation. Forest Plan
siandards for capacity, campsiie vegetative loss, free
damage, number of campsites, maximum encounters,
and average number of parties have been exceeded in
the last two years. Current management strategies in-
clude unregulated day use, no campfires aliowed within
1/4 mile of the lake, ovemight camping allowed, and wil-
demess guard patrol 3-5 days per week during the sum-
mer.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN THE ROADS AND TRAILS
ON THE MT. BAKER-SNOQUALMIE NATIONAL FOR-
EST?

DO YOU HAVE IDEAS ON HOW THE FOREST SERV-
ICE CAN EFFECTIVELY INVOLVE THE PUBLIC IN
PLANNING FOR THE USE OF ROADS AND TRAILS ON
THE FOREST?

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED N SHARING YOUR
IDEAS ABOUT PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT WITH THE FOR-
EST MANAGERS AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE
PUBLIC?

MBNPA News for Summer 1993

Meeting dates, times, and locations:

¢ Wednesday, June 8, 7:00 P.M. Mt. Vernon High
School

» Saturday, June 12, 9:00 AM Everett North Middle
School

« Monday, June 14, 7:00 P.M. Newport High School
s  Saturday, June 19, 9:30 AM Federal Way Library
John Thompsons’ comment:

The above plan implementation won't happen ovemight
ot precisely as oullined. But this is rather a remarkable
document. All at once the Forest Service, is, in essence,
planning to make a park! in the White River Ranger Dis-
trict of the Mt. Baker/Snoqualmie National Forest, the Co-
play/Cayada area is the only lake with vehicle access.
Clearly the public use will grow. Hopefully there will be
strong support for this effort, financially and aftitudinally,
by the government and public.

R R &‘o.‘:aﬁa‘c‘s‘{%"c"v\us» R

Book Reviews

by Bob Aegertfer

Bill D[einch whose book on ihe l\lorthwest iorest sﬁu-
ation, ; he Ba ' 3
I;e_es_o.uheﬁagﬁm_blgtthw&sl is one of the falrest and
most readable discussions of the old growth forest contro-
versy, was allowed to travel around the world at the ex-
pense of The Seatile Times for having received the
prestigious Pulitzer Prize for his excellent reporting on
the Valdez oll spill in Alaska. Of course, he sent back re-
potts which were published in The Seatile Times it 1690.
From Japan, he noted that countries with 120 million peo-
ple live in an area smaller than Califomia. Despite this, or
perhaps because of it, about 14 percent of the land is set
aside as parks, while the United States has only 7.4 per-
cent in parks and wildermness.

More surprising was his repott on the impact of U.W.
wood prices on the Japanese timber indusiry. Although
Japan has only about 220,000 acres of “virgin” forest
comparable to U.S. old growth, they do have a viable for-
est industry, strengthened by CCC style tree planting un-
der U.S. occupied forces following Worid War 1. Bill
Dietrich reported that “since 1965 Japan'’s production of
domestic wood has fallen from about 60 million cublc me-
ters to 35 million, while its impotts have climbed from 75
million to 100 million.” “The United States supplies more
of Japan’s wood than any other country, and most of the
raw logs come from Washington State.”

While the clearcutting of private and public: forest contin-
ues up to the border of Mount Rainier National Park, con-
cem about the impact of ozone air pollution on Douglas

fir and ponderosa pine increases. Ozone Is a pan of the
photo-chemical smog problem. Pollutants generated in ur-
ban areas, principally from private transportation, are car-
ried by the prevailing air currents into the mountains and'
chemically altered by exposure to sunlight. Thus some

continued on next page
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Book Reviews continued

contam;nants may not show up until many miles from the
source.

In 1980, times were good and Boeing voluntarily agreed
fo reduce volatile organic emissions at all of its facilities
as an offset or mitigation effort in exchange for a permit to
build a new paint hangar at North Boeing Fieid in Seatfle.
Kirk Thompson of Boeing said, “This is good news for the
region.” When the aerospace business turmned sour, his
boss recently threatened not to assemble future genera-
fion commercial airplanes in Pugst Sound because of ex-
cessive environmental regulation. | have had my
personal share of inexperienced environmental regula-
tors waffling and procrastinating because the regulations
were poorly written and they lacked the experiise 1o
make a defensible decision. A part of a minimum impact
system has to be efficiency in development. But what |
heard Boeing representatives saying was that if you don’t
lower the standards, we'll take the jobs and go some-
where else. In good times, it would not sound like a bad
idea. Who needs more congestion? But if times are not
going to be so good...

Alan Theim Duming has writien “How Much [s Enough?
The Consumer Society and the Future of the Earth”,
which raise basic questions about the wisdom of continu-
ing fo consume, having fully met our material needs. Alan
is the son of Jean and Marvin Duming of Seatile. Jean
has been Northwest representative of The Wildemess So-
clety and a major force in the Washington State National
Parks Wildemess Blll which designated Mt. Rainier back-
country as wildermess. Marvin is an environmental attor-
ney. During his unsuccessful bid for Washington State
Attomey General in 1968, he was the first to propose pro-
tection for the Columbia Rive Gorge. Alan Duming is a
senior researcher with the Wordwaich Institute.

The book raises basic issues about our lifestyle and iis
impact on the environment. Can we continue 1o live the
Amaearican dream and expect that there will be resources
and natural systems left for the grandchildren? He makes
an especially strong hit at consumerism and advettising.

In any discussion of environmental ethics, the issue of
the birth rate or the population explosion comes up as the
real culprit. In the cover article of the February, 1993 At-
lantic, Charles C. Mann reviews the myth and reality of
population growth in “How Many is Too Many?” The news
is better than the figures usually quoted in the newspa-
pers. Shott term, birth rates are down world wide. The to-
tal ferility rate was projected to fall by 15 percent from
1965-1970 to 1980-85. In fact, it has decreased by 30
percent. But even so 1.9 billion more peopls have arrived
on the planet since the late 1960's. His concem is that
civil strife will undo political stability long before the popu-
lation grows to the levels of starvation or environmental
stress. if we wish to bring down the population growth
rate of the emerging nations, we need to assist them in
developing sustainable economies that provide reliable in-
comes sufficient for retirement and adequate medical
care. Children are the only form of social insurance in
some socleties, and if infant mortality is high, you need
many. if we would be willing to forgo a portion of our
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wealth to assist thelr economies, we would gain inferna-
ticnal stability and lower risk of environmenta! damage.
But the first reaction to talk of fulure scarcities is just the
opposite. “f've got mine and 'm going to hoid onto it.”
Like so many unreviewed assumptions, the first reaction
may not be the right one.

C. Owen Paepke has Just written Ihe_Ey_QIuIIQnﬁ_ELQ_

Qf_l:lumanl[anﬁfgmangn In it he reviews the limits to
economic and job growth imposed by the snvironment
and economic structure. Will this book be looked back
upon as a harbinger of the new awareness or only a mis-
directed rambling of an eco-cassandra? History will have
the final word. Societies do become great when they rec-
ognize their visionary prophets and absorb the wisdom.

Under the headline Sexism and the Single Planet the
February 22, 1993 issue of “Fortune” repotts, “The Union

of Concemed Scientists (UCS) departing from its tradi-
tional preoccupation with nuclear war, is now spearhead-
ing a campaign fo alert the world to a different kind of
holocaust: human’s destruction of their life support sys-
fem. Last week, it issued a "Waming fo Humanity,” signed
by 1,500 scientists from around the world, saying that “hu-
man beings and the natural wotld are on a collision
course.

Charactetizing the “waming” as the kick-off to a sustained
campaign, the scientists axplained that the plea consists
of five basic goals: a curb on environmentally damaging
activities such as fossi! fuel use, more efficient use of
natural resources, stabilization of population growth, re-
duction of poverty, and equality between the sexes.

MRNPA Board of
Trustees Meeting

A Board of Trustees meeting convened at Andy’s Tukwila
Station Restaurant on March 18, 1993, Present were Jon
Soest, John Titland, Bob Aegertter, Roger Garrett, Polly
Dyer, Pat Smith, John Thompson, Jeannette Franks,
Joan Burion, and Paul Joslin, Alse present: Sally Soest,
Jim Braden, Mary Jo Aegetier, Yolanda Thompson, and
Dick Baker.

The minutes of January 21, 1993, were approved as cor-
rected. President Jon Soest opened the mesting by dis-
cussing the merit of changing the requirement of having
two signatures on MRNPA checks, to one signature only.
Prasent two-signature requirement is cumbersome.
Change was approved.

DISCUSSION: Bob Asgetter discussed the probability of
telling MBNPA officials of our intent to participate in three
trail parties in 1993—two in the Paradise area, and an-
other as yet unknown location. Bob said the 4th Crossing
area was pretty well finished. John Thompson suggested
that since the Carbon Road will be open, we should con-
sider the Ipsut Falls trail. Bob asked if anyone was inter-

continued on next page



ested in taking over the chair for work parties at the Park.
No response.

Sally Soest commented cn Annual Meeting plans. The
Burke Museum had besn suggested. May 20th Is the tar-
get date.

Paul Joslin volunteered to assist the Speaker Committee.
Paul mentioned the concept of the “super ecosystem” ap-
proach, and the current concern with the extensive frag-
mentation of connhecting wildlife corridors. He suggested
linking Mt. Rainier National Park to the total ecosystem
as an issue.

Executive officers and Board of Trustees nominations
were discussed. Pat Smith said that nine Board members
are up for nomination, and six others continue as mem-
hers. How many openings will be created, if any? Dick
Baker and Randy Payne should be contacted about their
inferest. Dave Berry will approach Mountaineers about
any members who ate interested. Roger Garrett said he
would step down as Secretary if anyone else wanted to
run for the position. Nominating Committes will consider
who will run for officars for new terms.

Wildermness Policy Commitiee Report. Jon Soest reported
that this committee has yet to meet, and asked what days
in April would be suitable. AMRNPA Wildermness Policy
Statement probably will not be ready by the Annual meei-
ing as planned, and another meeting may be needed io
rescheduia this issue. Cther environmental groups might
be invited fo attend, it was suggested.

Polly Diver talked about possibilities for new Director of
the National Park Service,

MRNPA Publications Commities: Jon Soest talked about
whether we need to gstablish a Publications Commitiee
to assist the newsletier staff. Sally Soest said that the

Olympic Park Associates does this, and it works for them. '

Pat Smiih suggesied that contributors to the newsletler
should be asied for firm dales to submit atlicles. A sug-
gestion was made that articles common to ail pari news-
letlers be published. Pat Smith volunteered to seek
newsketter contributors. John Thompsen suggested that
NPS officials also be asked to submit matedal, such as
personnei changes.

Communication with NPS. Pat Smith said se felt we need
more contact with NFPS than we have at present, includ-
ing the Regional Office. We have not received a 5-year
Plan. Pautl Joslin mentioned the success of the “howl-in”
volunteer programs on the east side of the Park, near Ra-
ven's Roost-Bumping Lake area. He asked that MANFA
draft a letier to siale legislators supporting woli/bear re-
search projects whose funding is imperiled. Jon Soest
asked Paul to draft correspondence.

Jon Soest suggested we sponsor a Student Conservation
Volunteer (SCA) at the Park for $250. Motion passed.
Sally Soest suggested we distribute copies of MRNPA
newsletter at Burke Museum old-growth exhibit.

Respectfully submitted,

Roger Garrett
Secretary
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The Annual Meeting of
| MRNPA

The 1993 Annual Meeting and election ¢f new Board of
Trustees and officers was convened at the Graham Visi-
tor Center, Washington Park Arboretum, in Seatile on
May 20, 1993.

The following candidates were selected for a two-year
term on the Board of Trustees. Dick Baker, Joan Burion,
Roger Garrett, Paul Joslin, John Thompson, John Titland,
Norm Winn, and Vim Wright. This leaves one vacancy on
the Board and Jon Soaest stated that the Executive Gom-
mittee wollid reserve the right to appoint an additional
member to fill that vacancy during the year, The following
are continuing on the Board: Bob Aegerier, Polly Dyer,
David Berry, Van Perdue, Pat Smith, and Jon Soest.

Ofticers were elected by voice vote: President: John
Titand; vice-president: David Berry; Treasurer: Bob
Aegerter; Secretary: John Thompson.

Terri Pauley, a representative of the National Parks &
Conservatlon Association commentied on the current is-
sue of establishing an international park. Jon Soest
asked members interested in signing up for the Wilder-
ness Management Commitiee, or a new commitiee which
will examine boundary expansion issuss, to sign up if
they are interasted in participating.

Superintendent Bill Briggle was introduced, and he con-
gratulaied the new Board, The selection of Bruce Babbitt
as Secretary of the interior is good news for mount Rain-
ior, he says. Babbitt intends to climb it this summer, and
he hopes to raise employee morale throughout the Na-
tional Park Service. Briggle believes Roger Kennedy will
be the new National Park Service Director. The Student
Conservation Association may start a project at Mt. Fain-
ier which will involve youth from the Seattie area, and will
cost about $20,000.

Mt. Rainier National Park will be 100 years old in 1999,
and planning has already commenced for achieving
goals for the celebration. The Park Service is cooperating
with the City of Tacoma in revitalizing the city’s historic
district, There is also a vision of interpreting the relation-
ship of the three national parks in Washingion to the cit-
ies, and the influence the parks have on the state. Briggle
said one project envisioned will be to have schoolchildren
operate a greenhouse for re vegetation projects within
the Patks. The cost wili be about $2 million. A new groug
has formed {c seek money and volunteers for projects In
the Pari. A grant of $25,000 will help start this project,
which will include an 8-minute video. The main goal will
be strategic fund raising for the Park. Lou Whitaker and
former Governor Evans are Board members for this pro-
iect.

continued on next page
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A new Genera! Management Plan for Mt Ramter should
be forthcoming in 1994. NPS is also initiating a transpor-
tation study which should be developed by July. There
will a good deal of construction in the Park this summer,
inciuding a new water system at Paradise. The ski domi-
tory has a target date of 1996; the Sunrise Lodge plan is
still being worked on; and there will be four altematives in
the Mather Memorial Environmenial Assessment due in
late July, Briggle invited MRNPA members to help in this
process. The Park has closed the Westside Road, due to
maintenance costs and continuing slide damage. How-
aver, the Park will provide a shutile service to trailheads
for the public if possible. Dr. Gary Ostrand, a natural re-
sources planner, has been appointed.

Guest speaker for the evening was introduced by Jon
Soest. Dr. Paul Joslin is Director of Research at Wolf Ha-
ven Intermational, located near Tenino, Washington. Dr.
Joslin is an MRNPA Board member, and is known for de-
veloping technigues for locating wolves in their native
habitats, He began by saying wolves have been located
close o Mt. Rainier National Park, to the east in an area
cailed Raven’s Roost.

Wolves lead a feast or famine lifestyle, sometimes eating
20 pounds of food at once. Historically the first inhabi-
tants revered wolves as co-hunters, but when Europeans
arrived, wolves were viewed as sinister creatures. in chil-
dren’s literature wolves were always portrayed as bad.
Killing wolves became the nomn, and traps and poison
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were used. In the lower 48 states, some wolf species
have been totally eradicated. Joslin points out that 54%

of the animals that have become extinct have been preda-
tors. There is no documented case of a wolf everkilling a
human being.

Wolves see very well in the dark, but their sense of smell
is hundreds of thousands of times more acute than that

of humans. They can smell a moose 1 1/4 mile away.
Should their olfactory senses become impaired, thay will
not reproduce. Their hearing is also very good. The fofal
wolf population in the lower 48 states is about 2,000. Con-
gressman Peter DeFazio of Oregon has infroduced a bill
to make aerial hunting of wolves illegal.

When “howling brigades” how! in the wolves, the wolves
move quickly toward the sound uniil they catch the scent
of humans, then quickly disappear. Dr. Joslin said that
Wolfhaven voluntesrs were presently doing some “howt
ins” east of Mt. Rainier Park, and that he was also train-
ing agency personnel in tachnigues of locating wolves.
Volunieers need to be free on Saturday nights June
through September, and to work in close association with
government agencies.

President Soest ended the meating by thanking the news-
letter staff and the annual meefing committee for making
the arrangements.

Respectiully submitied,

HRoger Garrett
Secretary





