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FROM THE SIMMIT
NISQUALLY RoaD IN NBS (OURT
PAIL PRITCHERD ATTRESSES MRPA

"'t vas a dark and stomy might..."" that MRNPA marbers got together at
Highlire Commity College for the 1986 Amual Meeting on April 15th. The
meeting will be remenbered for the thought-provoking presentation of our
guest spesker Paul Pritchard, President of the National Parks and Conser-
vation Association, and as the last meeting presided over by MRPA's
first president, Margie Goulden. Margie has skillfully lead MAPA from
its inception through the start-up stages to its auwrent position as an
important advocate of our Park, with a merbership of over 200 ewiron-
mentally-savwy individuals.

Most recently, Margie has capably steered us through the complexities
of aur first "big-isse' with the Park Service, the Misqually-Paradise

A FIOFR UNIQUE
THEIR EVERGREEN FXISTENCE
NISQUATTY ROAD

BALL IS TN NBS (UURT

As this issue of the MRPA nessletter goes to press, we
are still awiting a decision from the Natiomal Park -
Service (NPS) on its proposed recanstnction of the
Nisqually to Paradise Road in Mt. Rainier National Park.
As you koow, the fate of up to 90 trees adjacent to the
roadvay hang in the balance,

1ast February the NPS released its long-anticipated
Bwiromental Assessment (FA) of the reconstrmiction

tree vas within 12 inches of the pavement edge and met one
or both of the following criteria: do roots cause visible
damge to the pavement? Will construction aligment,

ion or culvert corrections require the tree's
ramval?"!

Conservationists have been criticizing the project,
ever since the release of the FA. MIPA circulated its
first alert to our menbers shortly thereafter. Together
with the Sierra Cib's Tatoosh Grap, MRPA also
codicted a press tour of the road.

(See "NIsqally” p. 2)

road rehsbilitation. Drawing upon the expertise and

. knowledge of several Board of Trustees members
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experienced in these issues, Margie has seen to it
that MINPA's voice has been heard laud and clear, at
meetings and hearings with the NPS, in direct phone
and written comumication with Neal Guse, MRP |
Spperinterdent, as well as with o U.S. Semators

The Nisqually Road issue epitomizes the type of
problem that MUPA was organized to conterd with. At
stake is the fate of many irreplacesble aged trees
alorg the road; but, in a larger sense, the accanta-
bility of the Park Service to its employers, the
citizens of this camtry, is at issue. May MRPA
marbers vere of the opinion that the Ewiromental
Assessment ves hastily-formilated with inadequate
research of the altermative plans for road maintenance.
An Inportant point we will have achieved with the Park
Service, regardless of the ultimate fate of the trees,
is that MRNPA does its homework, confronts the issues,
and nekes its views heard.

The dbjectives of aur association, as set-forth in
aur by-laws, have been well-served by o actions on
(See "Sumit’ p. 2)
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("Sumit" p. 1)

the Nisqually Road issue. By spesking aut against the
cutting of the trees, we have saght to "preserve the
ratural state of the Park, to pramte wise stewardship of
Park resaurces," and to 'progrosticate trablesare acts
and prevent their occurrence by intercession.' Final
resolution of this issue rests with William Briggle,
Regiomal Acting Director of the NPS ard, as this

nawsletter goes to press, Me. Briggle has ot yet offered

his decision; be assured that MRPA's position has been
clearly presented to him. I extad ny personal thanks to

all MRPA merbers vho have worked on this issue, promoting

ar position, and alerting and encouraging other erwiron-
mental groups to speak out.
-—Sie Stam

SOMMER TRAIL HIKES

The followirg hikes will be offered this sumer for
MRPA merrbers and friemds. Please contact the leader
at least two days before the scheduled hikes for
meeting time and place, and possible changes. W
hope to see many of you oo the trails this sumer
in Mant Rainier Natiomal Park enjoying the resamrce
we are helping to preserve and protect.
JNE 7 (SATURIAY) CAMP MJIR =~ (Strenuous)
Teader: larry Carveas, 845-2364 (Puyallip)
8~mile hike, 450" elevation gain. Plan to
hike on snow from Paradise. 10,000 ft. ele.

JULY 12 (SATURDAY) BFNCH/SNOW TAKES - (Easy)
Teader: Jeff Goulden, 863-3265 (Sumer)
2-mile hike, 300" elevation gain. Can
bring your children. 4,678 ft. ele.

JUY 25-27 (FRIDAY-SINDAY) Trail work party.
Contact Art Kigm for details.

789-285% (Seattle)

AJGUST 2 (SATURDAY) SPRAY PARK -~ (Moderate)
6-mile hike, 1050' elevation gain. Plan to
pof the wildflowers. Ieader: Van Perdie,
759-9253 (tacam). 5,800 ft. ele.

AUGUST 23 (SATURDAY) CARRON GLACTFR - (Fasy to
noderate). Teader: Jdm i}m?son, 8290377
(Carbonado). 8-mile hike, K0' elevation gain.
3,400 ft. ele.

SFPTRMBER 13 (SATURDAY) Trail work party.
Contact Art Kidm for details.
789-28% (Seattle)

SEPTEMBER 20 (SATURDAY) NACHES PEAK IOOP -
(Fasy). leder: Jdm Titlad, 763-5722
(Bellevie). S-mile, 50" elevation gain.
5,800 ft. ele.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY! !!

("Nisqally" p. 1)

At a hastily covened public meeting in Ashford on
April 3, nore of the 50 citizens in attendarce spoke aut
for the proposed action, vhile the majority of statements
vigorausly opposed the NES plan. By the time for public
camment closed a week later, the NS had received scores
of letters arguing against the reconstction project as
proposed

While same criticism has been leveled at the proposed
expansion of the Nisqually entrance station, most of the
conservationists' concem has focused an the ramval of
trees along the higway. The Nisqually road winds
gracefully from the Park's souttwestern correr throgh
a virgin old-growth forest to longmire, and then sharply
W to Paradise.

As MRWPA stated in its official coments on the EA:
"Rgene Ricksecker's engineering of the original road
caurse was accarplished with the specific intent of
retainirg highly aesthetic qualities and minimm impect
to old-growth trees. The 'turel effect' of the old-
growth caropies close to the road served to eharce
the visitor experiece."

The FA admists that the old-growth canopy would be
tom open.  In other words, the project would nuin the
very experiece that visitors flock to Me. Rainier to
enjoy. Approximately half of the trees targeted for
removal are old-growth, having dismeters greater than
3 feet. All the trees were growing before designation
of the Natiomal Park, and some undoubtedly hed sprouted
before Colurbus landed in Arerica.

The NBS justifies its proposed action on the grouxds
of improved traffic safety and roadbed durability. But
the FA fails to document even ore traffic accident
caused by the close proximity of a tree to the road edee.
As for roadbed dirability, one has to wonder vhether a
rore creative solution exists than cutting down trees.

If any creative solutions are aut there, the FA does
ot try to find them. The NPS refused to stidy such
reasonsble alternatives as closing the voad in winter,
rumning a shuttle hus service between the Nisqually and
Stevens Canyon entrarces, or most inportant of all,
reconstructing the voad without ramoval of trees. The
latter altemative would answer fuxdanental questions,
such as, whether it is really necessary to cut down the
trees. Right now nobody koows the answer becanse NPS
has refused to analyze the question.

For conservationists, a frustrating aspect of the
Nisqually Road issie has been the noving targets held
wp by the Park Service. Estimates of how many trees
would be felled during the reconstnuction project have
phrged during the last few weeks. The FA says
approximately 90, but Park Superintendent Neal Guse
at the April 3 meeting guessed that nunber of trees
would be "uder 50."" The key words are "estimates,"
Yapproxdmately," ad "ouessed," because the precise
figure will mot be kown until the NBS pulls wp the

1d pevenent.
(()See "Nisqually” p. 3)
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{Nisqually” p. 2)
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Ashford long after releasirg the FA. No similar meeting
was held in Tacama or Seattle vhere the vast majority
of Park visitors reside. Now the timelire for a final
decision from the NPS appears to be slipping into sumer.
If given fimal approval, work would mot begin on the
project until next year.

Althogh the deadlire for public coment on the EA
expired in April, the NPS reads its mail aytime. If
you have not written to the NPS about the Nisqually
Read project, your letter should be directed to:

Neal Guse, Superintendent, Mr. Raimier Matioral Park,
Tehoma Woods, Star Route, Ashford, WA 98304,
—Jim Baker

NPCA PRESIDENT ADDRESSES GENERAL MEETING

Paul Pritchard, President of National Parks and
Conservation Association, addressed the merbership of
MRNPA on April 15th at Highline Comnity College.
His theme vas "'The Natioral Park Service - Challenge of
the 80's."” Pritchard emphasized that a prime dbjective
of NPCA was to provide technical knowledge to smaller
grassroots organizations unable to provide that
. information for themselves. He feels we face strong
challenges in the immediate futire due to Graham-
Rudren legislation. Parks were cut 4% last year, hut
we now face cuts in excess of 20,. Fully 507 of the
cuts will come from only 157 of the present budget, of
vhich the National Parks are a part. Whereas we spent
three cents of every federal dollar for ewiromental
programs in 1975, we presently sperd only ore cent.
Pritchard encaurages us to tell our legislators axr
corcern sbout these cuts.  Congress is now saying 4
which programs are to be cut - not leaving it to the
discretion of progrem mamsgers. Ths, staffing may
lose out to road-huilding. Pritchard says that Parks
are the true "canary in the cage." As sensors of the
evirament, we my assue when they have problers, so
does the wiole awiroment. The real crux of the
problem is the continal slow vhittling away of
resamrces, bit by bit, mntil there is little left to
potect.

The Park Protection Act introduced by Semator John
(haffee would siow this chipping away. It states that
1o federal agency mey approve an activity vhich would
degrade a park. Most park damege originates on adjacent
federal lands. The bill, SB 2092, should be supported
by all our membership. Pritchard also enphasized that
arrent logging activities in Canada are extremely
detrimental to wildlife and forests. The Canadians are
ot enviromentally well organized and need aur help.
Contact Susan Buffone, NECA, 1701 18th St., W, Wash.
D.C. 20009 for additional infommation.

Arericans are uniqee, says Pritchard, in that they

private individuals - without goverrment. Ad as
irdividuals, we must express our concem to park
meregers.  Qur goals and ideals are the only thing
we have which are perpetinl, and it is the nobility
of vhat we represent that is a goodness of a people.
Pritchard said that NPCA now has 200 grassroots
representatives working throughout the comtry
b lding piblic support for particular areas based
aon their geographic gppeal.

~—Roger Garrett

A FIOFR INIQUE TO RAINIER
—AND RELATED MATTERS
ial. Its relative, the wide-ranging elephanthead,
is the best koown pedicularis, but hundreds of other kinds
irhebit mountains or northern latitudes aroad the world.

Prainierensis
Rainier Pedicularis

(From Vascular Plants of the Pacific Nortlwest,

University of Washington Press ¢1955-1969)
The Frglish name for these plants, lousawort,
apparently refers to an old hut unsubstantiated belief,
(See "A Flower Unique' p. 4)
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("A Flower Unigqe' p. 3)
&atﬂmomsx«erer&pom]blefcrhsemsheepaﬁ
cattle. Pedicularis (a:caltcn" ") is reasongbly easy
to say and hes an acceptable rirg. Most people have hed o
reason to leamn that the latin term also refers to lice,
hut occasionally sameone in the health professions feels
capelled to point this out. Otherwise the scientific rawe
usually evokes an imege of an interesting and/or beautiful

Various shapes of bloon lend thamselves to farciful rames.
The purple birdsbeak pedicularis resaibles the head of
certain waterfodl. The Rainier pedicularis has a swirled
pattern of bright yellow flowers rear the top of its stalk.
These consist of long tubes vhich end in a narrow pointed
hood over a smll lip. Suwch a flower is not the simplest
for nectar-gathering insects to negotiate, so presurably
the plant deperds upon specialized, long-tongued insects
to pollinate. This species is namd after the mntain
be:ause&usm&eonlyplaaemthemrldv&ereltgtm}s
Look carefully to distinguish it from pedicularis bracteosa,
a more rohust plant which is comon in most westermn Arerican
mountains.  Flowers of the larger plant are more crowded
and ot so showy;  its leaves are all on the stem (possibly
avay of carpeting with other tall, shade-casting vegetation)-
Ralma:pe:hﬂﬂmshasboﬂqstenardbasalleavas ad
grows where meadow vegetation is relatively short.

Like their relatives, the paintbrushes, pedicularis
plants are thought to be partially parasitic on neighboring
plants. This factor makes it difficult to transplant
attractive kinds into gardens, or to grow them from seed.
Aother plant foud only at Rainier is a very rare, small
purplish paintbrush, Castilleja cryptantha.

Though not found everywhere aroad the muntain, the
Rainier pedicularis is plentiful in many subalpine meadows.
Gererally a walk of same distance is necessary to see it,
to Mezam Ridge, to Indian Hawy's, Klapatche or Spray
Parks, or elsedere. Tt wauld be interesting to koow vhy
it does mot grow at Paradise, but this knowledge probebly
is 1ot necessary to park management. Penmission to do
scientific research in the Park, to trap any animal life,
to collect plant specimens or other material, requires both
that the project meets the usual tests of scientific
validity and that it will firther park resource management
goals. In any case, money to pay for research depads upon
an expectation of practical results.

Became this pedicularis is foud in meadows o the
rortheastern flanks of the mountain vhich are frequented by
elk, potential elk damage could be of sore concem. Though
ot confinmed, it has been reported to grow in the area of
Reflection Lakes, so the erviromental assessment for the
rehabilitation of the Stevens Canyon Road states that
Rairier pedicularis will be vatched for during the project.
It is is growing here, this would be the only spot hear a
road.

That trees which might be affected by Stevens Caryon

Road rehabilitation were mot as great a cacem as those on
the Nisqually-Paradise Road, results partly from the

&)

Pedicularis ornithorhyncha
Birdsbeak Pedicularis

(From Vascular Plants of the Pacific Northeest,
University of Washington Press c195>-1969)

the matural fire history of the two valleys. A fire
in the early 1800s destroyed a silver fir/muntain
hemlock forest vhose pollen is recorded in peat, and
left us with a subalpire fir parkland in the:Betlec
tion lakes area in aur time. Soils disturbed by
construection can be revegetated with kinds of plants
growirg, in nearby meadows, with visually-satisfactory
results. It is a rather sobering thought that sub-
alpire meadows in the Cascades are considered by
many scientists to be Vephemeral, most destined
for forest in the long term. That is, unless we
have another ice age.

Meadows in openirgs in the forest, suwch as those
at Reflection Lakes, often are the result of fire.
Ridgetop meadows often can be damonstrated to ocour
were there were glaciers sae hirdreds of years ago,
leaving behird nible at their lower edges, which
trees still fird a barrier difficult to cross. In
minor cold periods as the 1970s there are long~
lasting snowfields on these slopes, resulting in the
additional limitirg factor of a short growing season.

While sare plants grow in either type of meadow,
Rainier pedicularis usually grows near tree limit,
where trees are too smll and far apart for forest
fires. It is mot likely that fire history has mch
relevace to its distribution. Therefore, it is
very possible that its reported ccamrence near
Reflection Lake will prove false, and o mitigation
will be required on its accamt.

—Mary Fries



MRNPA CFFICERS AND

TRUSTEES FLECTED
A new slate of officers and trustees was presented and
elected at the recent general nmeeting of MRPA vhich
cawvenad at Highline Comunity (ollege on April 15th.
The following are your new Executive Comittee and
Board of Trustees.

FXEUTIVE CMMITTEE
President: Sue Stam, (206) 328-1155
Vice~President: Bob Aegerter (206) 527-4492
Secretary: Roger Garrett (503) 620-2533
Treasurer: Jeff Goulden (206) 863-3265

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Jim Baker, (206) 362-5269
Bob Aegerter, (206) 527-4492
Yolanda Thampson, (206) 829-0377
Margie Goulden, (206) 863-3265
Pat. Smith, (208) 240-5706
Art Kien, (206) 789-28%
Seri Doud, (206) 527-2181
Ste Stam, (206) 28~1155
Jeff Gaulden, (206) 863-3065
Jou Soest, (206) 863-3507
Polly Dyer, (206) 364-3933
Roger Garrott, (X03) 620-2533
Dick Reedy, (303) 643-17%
Van Perdue, (206) 759-0253

EDTTORTAL QMVENT
National parks in the United States ard other contries
are under attack as never before. Hwiromentalists and
others wo feel the parks are safe because they fall under
the protection of federal goverrments should take a hard
look at what is currently ccourring at parks in this

country.

ad matiral resource exploiters have cleared
and lands right wp to park bourdries. The Park
Sexvice has failed to object to extensive clearcutting of
federal lands inmediately adjacent to the parks. And the
effect of this clearing is not yet clearly understood.
No carprehensive studies have been undertaken vhich can
give us coclusive data on possible damge to flora, fama,
vater and air which results vhere these activities have
ocarred.  However, one can summise that wildlife migration
pattemns have been changed, plant comunities are destroyed,
water quality is dimished, and air is polluted. Without
daubt, scenic vistas have disappeared, noise from aircraft
shatters the silence, and slash burming creates thick
haze of days on end. Hard decisions on what to do about
acid rain are rot being made, perhaps hastaning cataclysuic
ecological daage.

Inside our national parks, visitors cowerge in huge
nubers on peak days. Most damage to the parks is incurred
on these few days of the year vhen visitors flock like
lemings to the parks to recreate. Very few park persamel

are present to monitor these migrations novadays. Park
budgets for hiring and staffing have been slashed at the
sare time visitor usage is increasing. Money is being
allocated, however, to upgrade visitor facilities and
roads, inevitably resulting in even more visitors to
crowd into the parks.

The fact is, our mational parks are losing the battles.
Brery park in the comtry is in trouble - if for rothing
more than i te fuding. Vohunteerism will not
replace key ranger staff and axdllary persomel vio
are vitally needed at all levels. Resource exploiters,
edeing ever closer, seldam feel any moral dbligation to
protect those areas outside the parks when they perceive
their livelihoods on the line. And greed is a tremendous
motivating force. Govermmental regulatory agencies

tly huekle under high-level political pressures
vhen the heat is on.

Our merdate must be to draw lines and deferd the
resaurce. Old-growth, centiries-old trees, delicate
ecosystars, wildlife of tremendous diversity, have mo

- unless we becare their spokesien. We owe
it to future generations, and our own survival as a
species to point aut the altermatives to rampent and
destrictive himen developrent.  To maintain nature
in its most beautifil forms. I challenge all marbers
of Munt Rainier Natiomal Park Associates to get irvolved
in this battle by writing letters, mekirg phore calls,
contributing, and to be constantly on guard when critical
ratural resources issues arise. The chips are down,
ad we may be the last line of defense for aur rational
parks.

—Roger Garrett

A BRIEF SYNOPSTS OF THE NISQUALLY-PARADISE ROAD
REHABILITATTION ISSUE

JAN 7 Tnitial discussion by Board menbers concerning
MRNPA the Park's proposed inprovements of the
Board Nisqually Road.

Meeting

JAN 30 Several Board members meet with Neal Guse and
view draft plans for the project.

FEB 4 Several Board mavbers meet to draft a conter-
proposal to the not-yet released Ewvirommental
Assessment. MRIWPA suggests altermatives to
cutting the trees.

FEB 28 The NPS condicts a bus touar of the NMisqually
Road; several MRNPA marbers atterd.

MR 1 Gereral discussion of the issue, with plaming

MRNPA of an in-depth meeting once merbers can review

Board the Ewiromental Assessment.

Meeting

MR 14  MAP releases to the public the Enwirommental

Assessment for the réhwbilitation of the road.
(See "Synopsis” p. 6)
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("Syropsis™ p. 5)

MR 12

MR 25

AR 3

AR5
AR 15

AR 16

May 3

My 10

The NES "'roposes to repair structural problars,
rehabilitate the road surface, ard resolve
localized problams as part of a single Federal
Highvay Adninistration construction packege.'"
Arong meny altermatives for correcting problars
of the road, several of which MROWPA supports,
is a proposal to ramove wp to D trees alog
the roadway.

Many Board marbers meet to discuss gpproach to
our opposition of the FA (Bwirormental
Assesament ).

MRNPA requests, and is granted, an extension
of the cament period for the FA.

"Alert” sent to all marbers requesting that
letters be written to the Park Sperintendent
obiecting to the cutting of 0 trees, may of
which are older than the Park.

Press tour of the road results in newspaper
articles. Representatives fram MUPA,
Sierra Club, ad Audibon Society participate.
NPS (Mational Park Sexvice) receives caments
at Ashford meeting. Several MRPA marbers
contribute, Mhber of trees to be cut mow
rediead to 40.

President, Margie Gouldmn sads Neal Gise a
letter settirg forth MRPA's position.

ip is updated on the issue at the
Annual Meeting.
Tetters fran MAPA to Semators Gorton and
Brans; Representatives Dicks, (handler, and
Morrison expressing our position.
Several MRPA members meet with Rep. Nomm
Dicks; he is assessed of the issue and
assures us he will discuss our cocarns with
William Brigele, NPS Acting Regional Director.
Tacoma News Tribure article says ninber of
trees uder consideration for being cut has
dropped to 20 or less; William Brigele to
decide by nid-June how many trees, if any,
to be ramoved.

As you can see, MRYPA nanbers have been, ard contine to be,
very active in pursuing this issie. May other groups,
inchding the Mountaineers, Sierra Club, Olynpic Park
Asscciates, Axbibon Seciety, and the Wildemess Scciety,
(ad many individuals) have joined MAPA to oppose the
ramoval of the trees.

—3e Stam
Margie Goulden
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SIUDY FINDS
RAINTFR & OLYMPIC PARKS
QONLAMINATED

Oregon State University scientists have recently
released results of a study of Mot Rainder ard
Olyrpic National Parks which show that there are
higher than backgraund level areas of contamination.
Heavy metal contanination in vegetation included
sulfir, arsenic, ad heavy metals. The contamination
in Olympic National Park was particularly interestirg,
sirce Olynpic is nomally used as a base measure of
cleanliness to carpare other more polluted areas.

Researcher Fdward Starkey, Associate Professor
of Resaurce Recreation Management, says that the
levels fard are mot threats in the short temm, hut
that the fact that Olynpic is contaminated may bode
ill for other areas which may be more contaminated
than originally thought. Researchers are also
stdying the effects of contanination on animals in
the Parks. Heavy metals can concentrate themselves
in particular areas, says Starkey and Richard Frenzel,
co~irvestigator. Douglas fir trees may contain 10
to 100 times the levels of surrounding vegetation.
Rainier's pollution is probebly the result of its
proximity to Seattle-Tacoma industrial areas.

Olympic Park contaminants, in addition to origin-
ating fram autos or other local sources, may have
as their souce contaminated air flow patterns wafting
in fran Portland or the Colrbia Gorge. The 08U
study was a result of comcern over the acid rain
problams in the North Cascades in the 1970s.

The researchers feel confident that now that
certain levels of contamination have been documented
for these parks, it will rot be possible to acarately
assess any increase in pollution.

GRAM-RUDMAN WILL HRT

National Parks across the cantry are gearing wp
for the hige crowds they expect to see this summer.
At the same time, Gram-Rudran legislation will
result in the Park Service losing $26 million fram
its budeet (about 4.3%). Fewer seasomal employees
will be hired, less equipment bought, maintenance
deferred, and campgrouds may be closed. Visitation
is already up 417 the first three nonths at Grand
Caryon, vhile officials already plan to keep search
and resce helicopters in the air 257 fewer hours.
The goverrment mules which carry supplies will be
fired, The Park Service has asked for an increase in
entry fees of $1.50 at the Washington Morent.

Park Service Director, Willizm Pen Mott, says
that further cuts will force him to close parks.



THEIR EVERGREEN EXISTENCE

Thick evergreen forests take on a dark and sarber
character beneath Rainier's shadow. 'Nevertheless,
wrote Jomn Mir, "how meny hearts with vemm blood in
them are beating under cover of the woods and how many
teeth and eyes are shiming." It is here, dispersed
within the silece of centuries old conifers, vhere
several seldom~seen animals cherish an evergreen
existence.

The old-growth forest speaks softly for peace and
loxdly for survival. A chain of life flows through the
sea of trees. The lirks of the chain rattle with
activity day and night in search of food. Three of the
most precious links are a tree-top sable, a fir-side
floater, and a dark-eyed sage.

Misty momtain forests speak of a fox-sized hmter
that leaps through the trees in search of squirrels.
It has hmricus reddish-troun fir and a long bushy
tail. It's called the pine marten becase of its
Iove for high-elevation pine forests, yet it may be
ford in any type of conifer in search of the Doglas
squirrel, its chief food.

A fir-side floater will glide through the grip of a
predator to end up 50 yards away on another tree.
Wing-like expansions of skin ard silky fur allow
for the silent passirg of the Northern flying
squirrel. It is the only nochirmal squirrel in the
Pcific Northwest and for that reaso is rarely seen,
although it is not weamon.  Though quick ad elusive,
the flying squirrel may caich the eye of a dark-eyed
sage sitting amwngst the old-growth towers.

Old-growth forests speak loudly for the survival of
the Northern spotted owl. This medium-sized owl can
speak for itself, hut is arrently too husy seckirg a
suitable expanse of old-growth to call its hare. A
perfect nesting site is a cavity atop a 7-foot
diameter Douglas fir with a lightnirg stnck top. The
dark-eyed sage hingers for food as mrh as it hngers
for spece. A single owl will polish off 235 flying
sanrels?eryar corprising only half of that
hrgry one's diet.

Is the spotted owl being carpeted aut of its
evergreen existence? Mt. Rainier National Park began
its spotted owl research in 1982. Stanley Schlegel,
ﬁiePark'sResameI\'hnagarmt Specialist, reports the
Park's concern about carpetition between the spotted awl
ad the barred owl. Thoggh the barred owl appears to
be the better carpetitor, there is mo solid indication
that it has moved into the Park, writes Schlegel. With
more attention being focused on the spotted owl this
year, its dark eyes may contime to shire into the
future.

Take a valk into the old-growth this sumer, and
rematber the precious cargo that floats within the sea
of trees. Listen to the chain of life as it rattles,
and make room for all the warm hearts and shining eyes.
Their evergreen existerce depends on all of us.

—larry Carrean
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CAP MJIR DAY-HIKE

A day-hike to Carp Mir is plamed for Saturday,
June 7th, in conjuction with the Tacama Mountaineers.
This is a long and arduous hike over snowfields to
the 10,000 foot level of Munt Raimier. Be
for the mountain that "ekes its om weather.” Warm
clothes suncream, suglasses, ad ice axe are

. The ice axe may be rented at Paradise.

Carpool from Eddie Bavers in Payyallup at 74, or
meet at Paradise parking lot at 8:458M. Contact
Larry Carreau (845-2364) for further details.

HE... GIXKLE...

In an Oregonian article by Jares R. Carroll (4~5-86),
we leam that Los Angeles County Supervisor Pete
Schabarum wants to renae the Angeles Natiomal Forest
"The Ronald W. Reagan Mational Forest."

According to Carroll, Reagan has said some mamrable
things about trees in the past. For instance, in 1980
he claimed that trees were a major cause of pollution,
prampting his aids to joke about "killer trees."

When he was goverror of California, camenting of the

preservation of the redwood forests, he ramarked that,
"A tree is a tree." Bob Hattoy, a spokesmen for the

Sierra Club, says the idea of naming a forest for him
is an awful idea. like raming a day-care center after
W.C. Fields vhose affection for smll children exterded
anly to those who are properly cooked.

However, Schabarum says that the 8 million residents
of Los Angeles have a special feeling for Reagan, ard
naming a mational forest after him would horor his
special love of the autdoors.

TOOKOULS OF MI. RAINIER
AWIL RXX (9,584") TL6N.ROE (gbandoned 1942)

CQOLONVADE (7,176") 24 TI6N.RFE  (abandoned 1941)
CRYSTAL MUNTAIN (6,605") 23 TL7N.RICE (destroyed 1970s)
MOUNT FREMONT (7,181") 28 TIN.ROE (emergercy only)
QORRLERS KB (5,485') 10 TIN.RVE (merned)

0D DESOATE  (?) TI7N.REE (abandoned 1930s)
SRINR PEAK (4,834") 3 TISN.RIOE (marmed)

SONSET PARK (5.530") 11 TI6N.R7E (abandoned 1963)
TAME PEXK (5,939") 14 TIZN.R7E (emergercy only)

WINIY KNOL (6,703')  TL7N.REE (abendoned 1940s)

(Mn)Fjre Lookouts of the Norfhwest, by Ray Kresek,
A
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MOUNT RAINIER NATIONAL PARK ASSOCIATES
MEMBERSHIP FORM
NAME(S) —
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP $5 0
ATERESS HOUSEHOLD MEMBERSHIFP $8 0
» * CHECK HERE IF RENEWAL
U = (EXE) GHECK HERE IF ADDRESS CHANGE [[:]l
( ) - (WCRK)
MEMBERSHIPS ARE VALID FROM APRIL - MARCH,
I AM INTERESTED IN HELPING DUES RECEIVED AFTER JANUARY 1 WILL
ON THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES: APPLY TO THE FOLLOWING YEAR,
PLEASE RETIRN THIS FCRM WITH CHECK
CR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: MRNPA, INC.
VILDERNESS [J wD TRAILS ar
' WL WASTE MMT w
VILDLIFE a 4alh B a TO:  JEFF GOULDEN, TREASURER
AIR QUALITY [Ja visTTR MPacT [ v MRNPA, INC.
MANAGRENT [ MEMBERSHTP am 4710 129TH AVE. E.

SWMNER, WA 983%0
WON'T YOU JOIN US?



