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MTSCUALLY ROAD 
BALL IS IN NP3 COURT 

As t h i s i s s u e of t h e M3NPA n e w s l e t t e r goes t o p r e s s , we 
are s t i l l a c t i n g a decision from the Naticral Park 
Service (NRS) on i ts proposed recaosteuction of the 
Nisoually to Paradise Read in Mt. Ilainier National Park. 
As you know, the fate of up to 90 trees adjacent to the 
roadway hang in the balance. 

Last February the NFS released its lorgrarfticiratBd 
Ihvircrmatital Assessment (EA) of the reccnstructLon 
project. trder the proposed action,- the park road from 
the NisamlTy mtrance to Ihradise wxQd be resurfaced. 
In the process, sore 90 trees wculd be removed ' i f the 
tree was within 12 indies of the pavement edge and tret ore 
or both of the foUowirg criteria: do roots cause visible 
damage to the pavement? Will ccratixctian alignment, 
superelevation or culvert correctiens reouire the tree's 
removal?" 

Ccreervatlcrdsts have been critlcizirg the project, 
ever since the release of the EA. MFNPA circulated its 
first alert to our iiBmbers shortly thereafter. Together 
with the Sierra Oub's Tatrosh Group, MRNBA also 
Cionlctsd a press tour of the read. 
(See 'Nlscually" p. 2) 

ERCMTHESLEMLT.... 
'Tt was a dark and stormy night..." that MtNPA nexters got txxgether at 

Hignline Ccrniunity College for the 1986 Arrual Ifetdhg on April 15th. The 
tieeting will be remsnloered for the thought-provokiig presentatdYon of our 
guest speaker Faul Irritdoard, Ptossident of the National Ilarks and Conser­
vation Association, and as the last Fleeting presided over by MBNPA's 
first president, FLargie Crnlden. Fiargie leas ski lift illy lead MRNPA fixni 
i ts inception through the start-up stages to i ts ajrrent position as an 
inportait advocate of our Park, with a rnaohersbip of over 2C0 ervircn-
nentoUy-savvy irchviouals. 

Efast recently, FargLe has capably steered us through the crirplexitdes 
of our first 'big-issue" with toe Park Service, the Ni.srfwlly-Faradi.se 

road rehabdjbtetdon. Irawirg upon the eqpartise and 
knowledge of several Board of Trustees nrembers 
experienced in noese issues, Ffargie has seen to i t 
that MSNPA's voice has been heard loud and clear, at 
neetirgs and 'reariiigs with the NFS, in carect phone 
and written cximumcatiim with Neal Guse, FPNP .. 
Superintendent, as well as with our U.S. Serators 
and Representatives. 

The Niscjjally Road issue epitrntizes the type of 
problem that FRNPA was organized to cantaaod with. At 
stake is the fate of many irreplaceable aged trees 
along the road; but, in a larger sense, the accouota-
bility of the Park Service to i t s employers, the 
titizeos of this countrry, is at issue. Ffeny FENPA 
tiBiixars were of the cFpinion that the Erwirornental 
Assessment was hastily-fortnilated with inadeopate 
research of the alternative plans for road inaiirteraice. 
An inrnrtant ptdnt we will have achieved with the lark 
Service, regardless of the litinate fate of the trees, 
is that FENPA abas i ts homewxk, confronts the issues, 
and rtakes i t s views heard. 

The objectives of our association, as set-forth in 
our by-laws, have been well-served by our actions on 
(See ''SLrrmit" p. 2) 
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("Sarait"p. 1) 
the Nisaually Bced issue. Ey speaking out against the 
cutting of the trees, we have sought to 'preserve the 
ratural state of the Park, to promote wise staardship of 
Park resources," arid to ''prognosticate tocorilescme acts 
and prevent their occurrence by ritercession." Final 
resolution of this issue rests with William toggle, 
Regional Acting iJirector of the NFS and, as this 
navsletter goes to press,- Mr. Briggle has not yet offered 
his decision; be assured that MMA's position has been 
clearly presented to him. I extend my personal thanks to 
all MRNPA iLernbers vho have worked on this issue, promoting 
our position, and alerting and encouraging other erriron-
irental groups to speak out. 

—Sue Stam 

SUPPER TEAIL HIKES 

jjhe following hikes will be offered this sumrer for 
MRNPA (iBrbers and friends. Please contact the leader 
at least two days before the scdosdiiled hikes for 
meeting tine and place, and possible changes, Sfe 
hope to see many of you on the trails this sunner 
in Mount Rainier Irational Park enjoying the resource 
we are helping to preserve and protect. 

JTJNE 7 (SAJTHEAY) CAM' MJTR - (Streruous) 
leader: Iarry Carreau, 845-71364 (Puyallup) 
8-mile hike, 45O0' elevation gain. Plan to 
rolke on snow from Paradise. 10,000 ft. ele. 

JULY 12 (SATOIAY) EEPTJi/STOw IAKFS - (Easy) 
Iieader: Jeff GcuLoVen, 863-3265 (Sumoer) 
2-mile hike, 330' elevation gain. Can 
bring your children. 4,678 ft. ele. 

JULY 25-27 (FJATTJAY-SLMJAY) Tiail work party. 
Gbntact Art Kiebn for details. 
789-2856 (Seattle) 

AEEUST 2 (SA31KEAY) SPRAY PARK - (Ptderate) 
6-mile hike, 1050' elevation gain. Plan to 
ptotcgraph the rildflowers. leader: Van Perdue, 
759-9253 (taooma). 5,800 ft. ele. 

AU0UST 23 (SAjxKTffl) GARB3N C1A0IER - (Easy to 
moderate). leader: John Tfcnrsan, 829-0377 
(Chrbanscb). 8-mUe hike, 700 elevation gain. 
3,400 ft. ele. 

SEFIBRER 13 (SfflMOAY) Trail work party. 
Contact Art KLebn for details. 
789-2855 (Seattle) 

SEHMER 20 (SATJORDAY) WQSS PEAK ICTP -
(Easy). Leader: John Titdand, 763-5722 
(Bellevue). 5-mile, 500' elevation gain. 
5,800 ft. ele. 

MARK YCffi CALEPIPARS JVXTAY! !! 

('tesaually'' p. 1) 
At a tetily convened pilolic mtetirg in Ashford on 

April 3, none of the 50 citizens in attetrlarce spoke cut 
for the proposed action, woile the majority of stoteients 
vigorously opposed the NFS plan. By the tine for public 
crtiment closed a week later, the MRS had received scares 
of letters arguing against the reconstitetion project as 
proposed. 

Vhile seme criticism has been leveled at the proposed 
expansion of the ffisorally entrance station, most of the 
ccrservationists' ccrcern has focused on the removal of 
trees along the highway. The Mscjjally road winds 
gmcefully from the Park's smfhwestern corner through 
a virgin oW-grcwth forest to longmire, and tiosn sharply 
up to Ftararlise. 

As EfNPA stated in its official comments on the EA: 
'PSugene ricksecker's engoreering of the original road 
course was accomplished with the specific intent of 
retaining highly aesthetic cualities and mirdnum inpact 
to olcV âxwth trees. The 'teonel effect' of the old-
growth canopies close to the road served to enhance 
the visitor experience." 

The FA admists that the old-grewth canopy vruld be 
torn open. In other words, the project would rein the 
very experierce that visitors flack to Mt. Painier to 
enjoy. Ajrro>driBtely half of the trees targeted for 
renrvval are oH-grcwth, raving diareters greater than 
3 feet. All the trees were growing before cVesigration 
of the Eaticral Park, and some iirdoubtedly had sprouted 
before folurcus larded in America. 

The NFS justifies i ts prcposed action on the grounds 
of inrroved traffic safety and rcadbed cljrability. But 
the EA fails to ahjcuient even one traffic acciident 
caused by the close proximity of a trree to the road edge. 
As for roadbed clirability, ore has to wordVer vhefher a 
more creative solution exists than cutting da-.n trees. 

If any creative solutions are cut there, the EA does 
rot try to find fham. jihe NFS refused to study such 
reasorahle flternatives as closing the road in winter, 
running a shuttle bus service batwaen the Eosaually and 
Stevens Canyon entrrances, or most inportant of all, 
recoretaotirg the road mtrcut removal of trees, ire 
latter ritoerrative would answer fundamantal questions, 
such as, woether i t is really recessary to cut down tine 
trees. Right now rdocdy knows the answer because MPS 
has refused to analyze the cuestion. 

For (conservationists, a frustrating aspect of the 
EEJsqtally Road issue has been the moving targets held 
up by the Park Service. Estimates of how many trees 
would be felled during the recrrstzretion project have 
plunged durirg the last few weeks. Tie EA says 
approximately 90, tut Park SupermtErdent teal Guse 
at the April 3 meeting guessed that loumber of trees 
woridbe'Vjorri The key words are "estimates," 
"ajoproximatoely," and "gLEssed," because the precise 
figure will not be kncwi until the NFS pills up the 
old pavement. 
(See 'PLiscpally" p. 3) 
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;'tesqually" p. 2) 
Tbe NFS announced fee April 3rd pdblic meeting in 

Ashf ord long after releasing fee FA. ffo similar meeting 
was held in jfacoma or Seattle where the vast najority 
of Park visitors reside, rfcw the tineline for a final 
daeision frcm the M5 appears to be slipping into suraier. 
If given final approval, work would rot begin on fee 
project until next year. 

Alfcough the deadline for public crnrnent on the EA 
expired in April, fee NFS reads i ts nail anytime. If 
you leave rot written to the MS about the Nisqually 
Road project, your letter feould be directed to: 
Peal Guse, Superintendent, Mt. Eaiiuer National Park, 
lataiB woods, Star Route, Asbford, WA 98314. 

—Jim Baker 

PKA PiSfSIlllNT AIIFiTSSES GENERAL PFHjlG 
Paul Pritrrard, Pioesident of fetioral Earks and 

Conservation Associatdco, addressed the nrrioersMp of 
PPNPA on April 15fe at Hyaline Gcmrunity College. 
His there was ' i re National Park Service - Gnallarge of 
fee 80's." Pritrhard emphasized feat a prime objective 
of NPXA was to provide technical kocwlrdge to smaller 
grassroots orgardzations unable to provide that 
irfortration for tfenselves. He feels we face strong 
ohallenges in the imiBdiate future due to Gratiam-
Fudman legislation. Parks were cut 4% last year, but 
we now face cuts in excess of 20%. Fully 50% of fee 
cuts will care firm only 15% of fee present budget, of 
wrich the Patianal Parks are a part. Wnereas we spent 
three cents of every federal dollar for erMronmsntal 
programs in 1975, we presently spend only ore cent. 
Fritchard exrxurages us to tell our legislators our 
concern about these cuts. Chrgress is now saying 
which prrxeraxs are to be cut - not leaving i t to fee 
discretion of program nanagers. Thjs, staffing nay 
lose out to noad-hnldirio;. Initrhard says feat Farks 
are fee true "canary in the cage." As sensors of fee 
ervircrmsnt, we nay assure vhen they have problems, so 
does the thole enriramrant. jfee real crux of the 
problem is the cmtirual slow vhittlirg away of 
rescurces, hi t by bit, until there is tittle left to 
protect. 

ihe Fark Iffotection Act intrcduced Toy Senator John 
Qnaffee would slow this chipping away. I t states that 
no federal agency nay approve an activity wridr would 
cegrade a park. Most park daiage originates on adjacent 
federal lards, jfee ball, SB 2CB2, should be supported 
by al l our nsifaership. Eritxchard also emphasized feat 
current legging activities in Canada are exbrenraly 
cetriiientel to wildlife and forests. Ihe Canadians are 
not envircnrrentally well organized and need our lnelp. 
Contact Susan Euffcre, NKA, 17QL 18th St., NW, Vhsh. 
D.C. 2CO09 for adbritional irfcimBtiori. 

Arrrricans are unique, says Etitxhard, in that they 
are protxeoted as indivirimls. We ftrctrion well as 

private indiricbals - without gpvernrent. And as 
ffraviduals, we nust express our cxrrsrri to park 
nrcagers. Our goals and ideals are fee only trring 
we have vtech are perpetual, and i t is the nobility 
of wnat we represent that is a goodness of a people, 
lotitxhard said that MCA now has 200 grassroots 
representatives working throtranout the country 
building public support for particular areas 'cased 
on treir gecgioaphic appeal. 

—Roger Garrett 

A FIOTERIMLJJE TORATJOIDIR 

—mwuammnEBS 
We may never know wry fee Rairaisr petiqilairis is 

special. Its inelative, the wide-ranging elephaoftead, 
is the best known pedicularis, but hundreds of other kinds 
inhabit mcunteins or norfeern tatitLDes arcard the world. 

P rainierensis 
Rainier Pedicularis 

(FrrmYasodar Plants of fee Pacific Nfarlirwast, 
University of Vhashirgtcri lffess cl955-l%9) 

Ihe Ehgtish name for these plants, lansewort, 
apparently rffers to an old but irBubst03ntiated belief, 
(See "A Flcxver Irdcpe" p. 4) 
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("A Flower unique" p. 3) 
that Fraxrxaan ores ware resporeible for lice on sheep ard 
cattle. Wioijlaris (accent on "dick") is reasonably easy 
to say ard has an acceptable rirg. Must people have had no 
reason to learn that the Latin term also refers to lice, 
but occasionally scneone in the health professions feels 
compelled to point this out. Otherwise the scientific name 
usually sokes an image of an interesting and/or beautiful 
flower. 

Various shapes of blocm lend thenselves to fanciful rates. 
jhe purple luirasbeak pedicularis resembles the head of 
certain waterfowl, jjhe Eainier pedicularis has a swirled 
pattern of bright yellow flcwers rear the top of i ts stalk. 
These consist of long tribes which end in a rarrow pointed 
hood over a small lip. Such a flower is rot the simplest 
for rectarrgatrerirg insects to negotiate, so presumably 
the plant cepands upon specialized, lcrg-trrgued insects 
to pollinate. This species is named after the mountain 
because this is the only place in the world where i t grows, 
look carefully to cBstirgpish i t from pedicularis hracteosa, 
a more robust plant which is central in most vrasteari American 
mcuntains. ITlowers of the larger plant are more crowded 
and rot so showy; its leaves are al l on the stem (possibLy 
a way of competing with other tall, shacle-castirg vegetation). 
Rairrier pedioularis has both stem ard basal leaves, ard 
grows woere neadow vegetation is relatively short. 

like their relatives, the patatbrushes, peaicularis 
plants are thought to be partially parasitic on neighboring 
plants. M s factor makes i t difficult to transplant 
attractive lards into gardens, or to grow them from seed. 
Arother plant found cnly at Rainier is a very rare, small 
purplish patatrrush, Castilleja cryptantha. 

TTxiugb. rot found everywhere around the mountain, the 
Rainier p33iailaris is plentiful in rrany subalpire rreadows. 
Generally a walk of same aistoarce is recessary to see i t , 
to bhzama fficge, to Mian lianry's, Kjoapatrhe or Spray 
Parks, or elsewhere. It would be intxaxstirg to know why 
i t does not grow at Paradise, but this krowleoge probably 
is rot reoessary to park nrragemant. Permission to do 
scientific research in the Park, to torap any aroTral life, 
to collect plant speciinans or other nHterial, reouires both 
that the project neets the usual tests of scientific 
validity and that i t will further park resource nanagement 
goals. In any case, money to pay for research ceperds upon 
an expectation of practical results. 

Because this peaicularis is found in neadows on the 
roctheastxern flanks of the nrxrtain vliich are frecuented by 
elk, potxential elk damage could be of sore crrcern. Though 
rot conf iraed, i t has been reported to grow in the area of 
Reflection Lakes, so the ermroniBntal assessment for the 
rehabilitation of the Stevens Canyon Road states that 
Rainier pedicularis will be watched for during the project. 
It is is growing hare, this would be the only spot hear a 
road. 

That taes vhich might be affected by Stevens Canyon 
Road rehabilitation were rot as great a ccricern as those on 
the Msqpelly-lTaradise Road, results partly from the 

Pedicularis ornithorhyncha 
Birdsbeak Pedicularis 

(From Vascular Plants of the Pscific Tbrthwest, 
University of washdrgton Press cl955-1969) 

the ratural fire hostary of the two valleys. A fire 
in the early 1800s destroyed a silver fir/iiruitain 
hemlock forest those pollen is recorded in peat, and 
left us with a subalpire fir parkland in tfe.:BeQeo-
tion lakes area in our tinE. Soils disturbed by 
ccretrurtion can be revegetated with kirds of plants 
growing in nearby meadows, with vistalLy-satisfactory 
results. I t is a rather sobering thought that sub­
alpire nreadows in the Cascades are cctteiaered by 
many scimtists to be "effeieral," most destined 
for forest in the long term. That is , unless we 
have another ice age. 

Meadows in openings in the forest, such as those 
at Reflection lakes, often are the result of fire. 
Riagetop neadows often can be demrstrated to occur 
where there ware glaciers same hrnreds of years ago, 
leaving behind rubble at their lower edges, vhich 
trees s t i l l find a barrier difficult to cross. Hi 
imnar cold periods as the 1970s there are long-
lasting sncttfields on these slopes, resulting in the 
additional limitaxg factor of a short graving season. 

Ihile same plants grow in either type of meadow, 
Rainier pedicularis usually grows near tree limit, 
where trees are too small and far apart for fcirest 
fires. I t is rot liter/ that fire history has mxh 
relevance to its distaribution. Therefore, i t is 
very possible that i ts reported occurence rear 
Reflection Lake will prove false, and no nuligaticn 
will be required on i ts account. 

—Mary lories 
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MTNPA CEHCEES AND 
TELBIEES FltTTFT) 

A new s l a t e of o f f i ce r s and t r u s t e e s was presented and 
elected a t the recen t general meeting of M3NPA which 
convened a t Highline GaTmunity College on Apr i l 15th. 
The f oUowirg a r e your new &Boutive Committee and 
Board of Trus tees . 

KBJJITIVE crMdraiE 
Bresident: Sue Stann, (206) 328-1155 
Vice-Btesident: Bob Aegerter (236) 527^492 
Secretary: Foger Garrett (503) 620-2533 
Treasurer: Jeff Goulden (206) 863-3265 

BOARD CF THJBIEES 
Jim Baker, (206) 362-5269 
Bob Aegerter, (206) 527-4492 
Yolarda Txrimpson, (206) 829-0377 
Ffergie GeuLcken, (206) 863-3265 
Eat Smith, (206) 241-5704 
Art Kiehn, (206) 789-2855 
Shari Cowd, (206) 527-2181 
Sue Stann, (206) 328-1155 
Jeff Sx idsn , (206) 863-3265 
Jon Soest, (206) 863-3507 
Bally Dyer, (236) 364-3933 
Roger Garrett , (503) 620-2533 
Dick Reedy, (503) 643-1794 
Van Berate, (206) 759-9253 

FDI0X1SJAL CToBrFNT 
Naticral parks in the Uhitad States and other countries 

are under a t tack as never before. BnvirorftHnlcalists and 
oftets who feel the parks are safe because they f a l l under 
the prntrtotian of federal gpvermtants should take a hard 
look a t What i s currently occurring a t parks in this 
country. 

Developers and rahjral resource exploiters have cleared 
and developed lands r igh t up to park bourdries. The Bark 
Service has failed to object to extensive clearcutt ing of 
federal lards iimBdiately adjacent to the parks. And the 
effect of th i s clearing i s not yet clearly understood. 
No conprehensive shjdies have been undertaken which can 
give us conclusive data on possible damage to flora, fauna, 
water and a i r which resu l t s where these ac t iv i t i e s have 
occurred. However, one can surmise tha t wPdlifp migration 
patterns have been changed, plant crmtimties are dtetroyed, 
water q i a l i t y i s dTYnishad, and a i r i s polluted. Wilhout 
doubt, scenic v i s t a s have casappearad, noise from a i rcraf t 
shatters the si lence, and slash burning creates thick 
haze of cays on end. hard decisions on what to do about 
acid r a in a r e not being made, perhaps loasterhng cataclysmic 
ecological ckmage. 

liaside our ra t ional parks, v i s i t o r s corttarge in huge 
numbers on peak days. Most damage to the parks i s incurred 
on these few days of the year Wren v i s i t o r s flock l ike 
Icmmnngs to the parks to recreate. Very few park personnel 

are present to monitor these imTgrations nowadays. Bark 
tauagets for h i r ing and staffing have been Blasted a t the 
same time v i s i t o r usage i s increasing. Money i s being 
allocated, however, to upgrade v i s i t o r f a c i l i t i e s and 
roads, inevitably resul t ing in even more v i s i t o r s to 
crowd into the parks. 

The fact i s , our national parks are losing the ba t t l e s . 
Every park i n the country i s in trouble - i f for nothing 
more than inadecpate iijoding. Vokri103erisrn w i l l not 
replace key ranger staff and auxiliary persorrel vho 
are v i t a l l y reeded a t a l l levels . Rescurce exploiters, 
edging ever closer, seldom feel any nooral tel ligation to 
protect those areas outside the parks then they percxive 
their Hvelilooods on the l i ne . And greed i s a tremendous 
nntivating force. Cbvernmantal regulatory agencies 
frequently buckle under rdtgjrrlevel poHtdcal pressures 
when the heat i s on. 

Cur [iHndate must be to draw l ines and ctefend the 
rescurce. Old-growth, caaturies-old t r ees , de l ica te 
ecosystems, wildl i fe of tremendous divers i ty , have no 
spokesman - unless we become the i r spokesman, we owe 
i t to future generations, and our own survival as a 
species to pcdfit out the altxernatives to rampant and 
aestoructive human cfevelopment. To nrrmtain rature 
in i t s most beautiful forms. I chaHerge a l l iiHitoers 
of Mount Rainier feticral Bark Associates to get involved 
in th i s tettle by writing l e t t e r s , nakdrg phone c a l l s , 
contributing, and to he constantly on guard then c r i t i c a l 
natural resources issues a r i s e . The chips are down, 
and we nay be the l a s t l ine of defense for our r a t i o r a l 
parks. 

—Roger Garrett 

A ERTEF S7N3ESIS CF TJHE MSCpaiy-fHRADISE RTiAD 
EEBHBIlJjjAn 

JAN 7 Trdtial cDjocussion t y Board members ccrcerrdrg 
M3NPA the Bark's proposed improvements of the 
Fioard ffisqually Road. 
Meeting 

JAN 30 Several Board nrsmbans meet with Neat Guse and 
viae draft plans for the project. 

EEB 4 Several Board iiHibers meet to draft a ccunter-
prcposal to the rot-yet released Bm/ironiramtal 
Assessment. MRNPA suggests alteamatives to 
ctetiig the trees. 

FEB 28 The NFS conducts a bus trur of the Msqually 
Road; several MRNPA members attend. 

MAR 1 General ctLscussion of the i s s u e , w i t h p l a r rd rg 
MRNPA of an i r rd te th nreeting once mambers can review 
Board the Ebvironmental Assessment. 
Meeting 

MAR 1-4 MRNP releases to the public the Emirornental 
Assessment for the r eh t e i l i t a t i on of the road. 
(See 'Synopsis'' p . 6) 
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("Syropsis" p . 5) 
The NFS "proposes to repair s t r ic ture! problers, 
rerabdlitate the road surface, and resolve 
localized problems as part of a single Feaeral 
Pfughway AcMrristraticri ccretruction package." 
Atong many alttermtives for cranretttirg problems 
of the road, several of thich M5MPA supports, 
i s a proposal to remove up to 90 trees along 
the roadway. 

MAR 11 Many Beard mailers neet to discuss approach to 
our opposition of the FA (Bnvrrcrnmtel 
Assessment). 

MAR 12 M3SPA requests, and i s granted, an extension 
of the cament period for the FA. 

BAR 25 "Alert" sent to a l l memrers recpesting that 
le t ters be written to the Park Superintrrdent 
objecting to the cutting of 90 trees, many of 
which are older than the Park. 

PAR 28 Press tour of the road results in newspaper 
ar t ic les . Rqresentatives firm MiffA, 
Sierra Orb , and Audubon Satiety participate. 

APR 3 NFS (fetional Bark Service) receives cenments 
a t Ashford meeting. Several M3NPA rnarfcers 
contribute. Number of trees to be cut now 
reduced to 40. 

APR 5 Presiciant, Margie Gbulaen sends Neal Guse a 
le t te r setting forth FRFPA's position. 

APR 15 Maireersrdp i s updated on the issue a t the 
Annual feting. 

APR 16 l e t t e r s firm MRNPA to Senators Gorton and 
Pvans; Representatives Dicks, Ohardler, and 
Morrison expressing our position. 

May 3 Several MRNPA msmrers meet with Rep. Norm 
Dicks; he i s assessed of the issue and 
assures us he wil l discuss our concerns with 
William IJriggle, FES Acting Regional Director. 

1% 10 Tacara News Tribune ar t ic le says ninioer of 
trees under aorsideration for being cut has 
dropped to 20 or less; William Briggle to 
Qecide by mid-June bow many torees, i f any, 
to be removed. 

As you can see, FfNPA meimbers have been, and continue to be, 
very active in pursuing tbds issue. Many other groups, 
imluding the Mountaineers, Sierra d u b , Olympic Park 
Associates, Auclioon Society, and the WUderress Society, 
(and many individuals) leave joined FRFPA to appose the 
removal of the trees. 

—Sue Storm 
Fargie Gbulden 

| jjjFMS CF rNTFREST ] 

SIuW FINDS 
RA1MBR & CLYFfTC PARKS 

CTMAMDNalFD 
Ctegon State Uroiversity scientists have recently 

released results of a stojdy of Kbunt Rairder and 
Olympic National Parks which show that there are 
higher than background level areas of ccntomiratian. 
heavy metal contamination in vegetation irclixied 
suliojr, arsenic, and heavy rietols. The ccntamrinaticn 
in Olympic Fhtional Park was particularly tototoesting, 
since Olympic i s normally used as a base nreasure of 
cleanliness to cenpare other more polluted areas. 

Researcher Edward Stoarkey, Associate Professor 
of Resource Recreation hfciagenaat, says that the 
levels found are not threats in the short term, tu t 
that the fact that Olympic i s amtoajfoteted nay bode 
i l l for other areas which may be more centamirated 
than criginally thought. Researchers are also 
studying the effects of ccntcainratian on arairals in 
the llarks. heavy netols can coxentrrate themselves 
in particular areas, says Storkey and Richard Frenzel, 
crr-irvestdggttxjr. Douglas f i r teees may certain 10 
to 100 t i res the levels of SLnrrcurding vegetation. 
Rainier's pollution i s probably the resul t of i t s 
proximity to SeattlrssPacoia i rdus t i ia l areas. 

Olympic Ihrk contosniirants, in addition to origin­
ating fixm autos or other local sources, may have 
as their scurce contrardrBted a i r flow patterns wafting 
in from Ibrtland or the GoluitoLa Gorge, the 03U 
study was a resul t of crrrern over the acid ra in 
problems in the Forth Cascades in the 1970s. 

The researchers feel corficent that now that 
certain levels of contamination have been cbcuimted 
for these perks, i t wil l not be possible to acciirately 
assess any increase in pollution. 

CliAMFhRIIMW WOLhijRr 
National Varks across the cruntry are gearing up 

for the huge crowds they expect to see thus sunrer. 
At the same time, CrarmRudman legislation wil l 
result in the lark Service losirg $26 million from 
i t s budget (about 4.3%). Fewer seasonal exptoyees 
will be hired, less ecudprxrit bought, maMxiaarce 
deferred, and carpxjreurds may be closed. Visitation 
i s already up 41% the f i r s t three months a t Grand 
Canyon, vhile officials already plan to keep search 
and rescue haUcrpters in the a i r 25% fever boars. 
The goverrment nules which carry supplies wi l l be 
fired. The Park Service has asked for an increase in 
entry fees of $1.50 a t the Washington Monument. 

Park Service Director, William Pern Matt, says 
that further cuts wi l l force bom to close parks. 
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THEIR BZEKSM BOSIHSCE 
Thick evmaqgreen foossts take on a dark and saifcer 

character beneath Rairrier's shadow, 'rteertheless,11 

wrote jbhn ttnr, 'hew many hearts with warm blood in 
them are beatirg irrler cover of the waods and how many 
teeth and eyes are shirring." I t is here, dispersed 
within the silence of centuries old oorrifers, wnere 
several selabm-seen animals cherish an evergreen 
existence. 

The old-grewth forest speaks softly for peace and 
leudly for survival. A chain of life flews tlirough the 
sea of Irreas. The links of the chain rattle with 
activity day and right in search of food. Three of the 
mast precious links are a tree-top sable, a fir-side 
floater, and a dark-eyed sage. 

Misty roountain forests speak of a fox-sized hxiter 
that leaps through the trees in search of scjjirrels. 
It has luxLrious reddislarlxown fur and a long bushy 
tail . I t ' s railed, the pine marten because of i ts 
love for rd^a-elevation pine forests, yet i t may be 
found in any type of crrdfer in search of the Douglas 
squirrel, i t s chief food. 

A fir-side floater will glide through the grip of a 
predator to end up 50 yards away on arother tree. 
Wing-like expansions of skin and silky fur allow 
for the silent passing of the Nxtoern flying 
squirrel. I t is the only ntoturnal scuirrel in the 
Pacific Ifathwest and for that reason is rarely seen, 
although i t is not uncenrnon. TloDugh quick and elusive, 
the flying squirrel may catrh the eye of a clark-eyed 
sage sitting amongst the oM-growth towers. 

0M-gra\fh forests speak loudly for the survival of 
the Fbrmhern spotted owl. This tedium-sized owl can 
speak for itself, but is currently too busy seeking a 
suitable expanse of oH-growfh to call i t s home. A 
parfect resting site is a cavity atop a 7-foot 
dTareter Douglas fir with a Ijjghtrrirg struck top. The 
dark-eyed sage lungers for food as ituch as i t hungers 
for space. A single owl will polish off 235 flying 
squirrels par year - composing only half of that 
hjrgry one s diet. 

Is the spotted owl being carpeted cut of i t s 
evergreen existence? Mt. Eainier teticnal Park began 
its spotted owl research in 1982. Stanley Schlegel, 
the Park's Resource PieragaTent Specialist, reports the 
Park's ccrcem about competition between toe spotted owl 
and the barred owl. Though toe barred owl appsars to 
be the tetter competitor, there is no tolrid irdication 
that i t has iroved into the Park, writes Scrlegel. With 
more attention being focused on the spotted owl this 
year, i ts dark eyes may continue to shine into toe 
future. 

lake a walk into the oM-growth this surnisr, and 
remember the precious cargo that floats wltoin toe sea 
of trees. listen to the chain of life as i t rattles, 
and rrake rocra for al l toe warm hearts and slurring eyes. 
Iheir evergreen existence depends on al l of us. 

—larry Carreau 

(TAMP MJIR IAY-hjT<E 
A day-hike to Carp Mjdr i s planned for Saturday, 

June 7th, in ccnjprcticn with the TTacoxa Pbuntaineers. 
This i s a long and arduous hike over s rodd elds to 
toe 10,003 foot level of libunt Faiirier. Be prepared 
for the nruntain that 'brakes i t s own weather." Warm 
clothes, surrrream, sunglasses, and ice axe are 
required. The ice axe may be rented a t Paradise. 
Oarpool from Fiidie Pauers in BVyallup a t 7AM, or 
meet a t Paradise parking lo t a t 8:45AM. Contact 
larry Carreau (845-2364) for further de ta i l s . 

CHIME... osrwE... 
In an Qregcraan a r t i c l e by Jamas R. Carroll (4-5-86), 

we learn that I r s Angeles County Supervisor Pete 
Schabarum wants to rename fee Argeles feticral Forest 
"toe Ponald W. Reagan Naticral Forest." 

Aocorcling to Carroll, Reagan has said same nramorable 
things about trees in the past . For i rs tarce , in 1980 
ha claimed that taees were a major cause of polJTjtion, 
prenpting lads aids to joke about '"lriller tases." 
Wnen he was gemvernar of California, cxmrentirg of the 
preservation of toe redwood forests, he remarked that, 
"A tree i s a t r ee . " Bob Hattcy, a spokesman for the 
Sierra (jnb, says the idea of naming a forest for him 
i s an awful idea, l i ke raring a day-care center after 
W.C. Fields those affection for small children extxamled 
enly to those who are pnoperly cooked. 

However, Schabarum says that toe 8 minion residents 
of Los Angeles have a special feeling for Peagan, and 
naming a national forest after him would honor his 
special love of the outdoors. 

KOUSS OF MT. RAPMJSR 
ANWL RCXK (9,584') T16N.R9E (ataxkred 1942) 

CTlXWJaTE (7,176') 24 Tj.6N.rvF (aloardored 1941) 

CKrSTTAL M1MAIN (6,605') 23 TL7N.R1DE (destroyed 1970s) 

MXNT FBMm (7,181') 28 T17N.R9E (energenoy only) 

CTmiRS KND3 (5,485') 10 T15N.K7E (nmamned) 

CLD 1E90A1E (?) U7N.R8E (abardonsd 1930s) 

SHRMRPEAK (4,834') 3 TJ5N.R1CE (manned) 

aim: PARK (5.530') 11 TjtN.PJF (abandoned 1963) 

jTbXMTE PEK (5,939') 14 T17N.R7E (errergercy only) 

W1FIDY FrCLL (6,703') T17N.R8E (abandored 1940s) 

(From Fire Irokouts of the Fbrthwast, by Ray Rresek, 
cl9S4) 
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MOUNT RAINIER NATIONAL PARK ASSOCIATES 
KFMBERSHIP FORM 

NAME(S) J 

ADDRESS 

PHOtffi ( ) - (HOME) 

( ) (WCRK) 

D A T E _ _ 

INDIVIDUAL MQtBFaVSHIP $ 5 f~J 

HOUSEHOLD MEMJ3ERSHIP $8 • 

CHECK HERE I F RENEWAL • 

CHECK HERE I F ADDRESS CHANGE Q 

I AM BffERESTED I N HELPING 
ON THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES i 

MEMBERSHIPS ARE VALID FROM APRIL - MARCH. 
DUES RECEIVED AFTER JANUARY i WILL 
APPLY TO THE FOLLOWING YEAR. 

WILIJERNESS • WD 

WILDLIFE • WL 

AIR QUALITY • A 

MANAGEMENT • M 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH CHECK 
OR MONEY ORJJER PAYABLE TOi MRNPA, INC. 

WON'T YOU JOIN U8T 

TOi JEFF GOULDEN, TlffiAStTflER 
MRNPA, INC. 
4710 129TH AVE. E . 
SUMNER, WA 98390 

TRAILS • T 

WASTE MGMT Q *> 

VISITOR IMPACT • ? 

MEMBERSHIP Q m 


