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KXM RAEEER TRAIL HISTCRY #2 

An old LEGS Rainier National Rark l ife zone nap 
dated 1915, reprinted in 1923, shows a rijjber of old 
trails and roads no longer in existence—as well as 
no showing what is curorently there. 

Qackwise frcm the Carbon River Entrance, a road is 
shown a l l the way to Cateract Creek. The last mile 
was barely arivable for sane years, and then a car 
trrrh-arcund loop was made at the windy Gap t ra i l 
junctdon, and was drivable to this point until 1957. 
A "battle" between the river and the road was evident 
in earnest, and continues! lhe road shrank back to 
Tpsut Canp Ground, and the t ra i l grew two miles. 

The riain t ra i l shown on the old nap i s on the 
north bank of the river and extended from the Fairfax 
Railroad terminus to the Carbon Glacier. A search 
was riade for this t r a i l in the 1950's by the writer, 
but no t ra i l with certainty could be found. The windy 
Gap t ra i l went from Bee Flat to a pass through the 
Chenjis Momlain range and along the north slopes 
east to windy Gap and the Natural Bridge, lhe t ra i l 
s t i l l exists but is unmarked and unmaintained. The 
new t ra i l was re-routed south of Yellowstone Cliffs 
where the winter snows melt more ouicicly and pose 
less hazard. 

The original white River Road in 1915 went from 
Greenwater to about a mile short of Crystal Creek, 
then crossed the river on a bridge to the park 
entrance there, and ccntirusd up the north side of 
the river a l l the way to Glacier Basin and the 
(See 'Trail History" p . 2) 

FROM THE SLFFLTT.... 
'ijorservation is a state of harmony between man and land," 

states Aldo Leopold, a weU-kncwn forester and pioneering 
ecologist. ' Vfe abuse land because we regard i t as a 
cxrmrdity belonging to us," he continues. 'Vhen we see 
the land as a crxnrunity to which we belong, we many begin 
to use i t with love and respect." 

IDjring the past year, i t has became quite obvious to me 
that marbers of FRNPA are in tune with the land as a 
camrunity. Gorninants, opinions, suggestions — a l l have been 
directed to the protection of those wild things (aroirals, plants, 
rivers, fishes, birds, trees, etc.) that speak only in the 
language of the beauty that they so generously share with man 
who enters their domain. Man is ckefinitely a part of that 
wilderness camuriity, but he is by no means i t s sole proprietor. 

As a rraTber of the nady formed L1RNPA, i t is time crce again 
to renew your faith and crmnittment to our organization. You 
joined in 1985 because you believed in and trusted those of us 
in leadership roles to work toward fulfillment of specific goals 
which are in accord with your own personal cxrvictions. I 
hope you feel carfortable in agreeing with your Board of 
Trustees that we have nade significant gains and offered valid 
cxritributions to the preservation of Fount Rainier National 
Rark. 

I am glad to have this opportunity to refresh your memories 
with our acxxrrplisrrrents auring the past twelve rronths and to 
thank a special group of people whose untiring clevotion and 
strradfastness has strengthened our organization. 

Quarterly meetings with the Rark Superintendent, Neal Guse, 
have served to strergthen the cfetermination and iorortance of 
our group. Several of our members have taken time from their 
work schedule to attend these meetings. An annual t ra i l work 
party speaks Iciudly of the desire and (camrdttnxent to put our 
muscle where our mouths are." In 1986, two such work parties 

are scheduled with the possibility of our membership "adopting 
a tail" for arrival clearing and naintanance. Hiking into 
elk-damaged nradcws and participating in the annual elk count 
increases cur awareness so that we can better offer knowledgeable 
suggestions and alternative solutions to pertinent problems. 
Behind-the-scene letters, phone calls, and nreetings regarding 
air quality, park naragemant, t ra i l maintenance, land acauistion, 
to name a few, are priorities of truly dedicated and enthusiastic 
nHTbers. And cur newsletter, published quarterly, is a sign of 
the tried and true cxreervatiorHimrried irdvicluals. 

I have been truly impressed with and appreciative of the 
oadication and personal cximuttment of so many irrhviduals. 
(See ' 'Summit" p. 2) 
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PAUL PRLTIHARD ID AECPPSS NtPELRMT APRIL 15IH 

Paul Pritrhard, President of Eational Parks and 
Conservation Association, will acrtoess 1PNPA 
riBuiosrs at our next general membership meeting 
April 15th at Higbline. GoiiTunity Gollege in 
Midway, WA. Ihe t i t l e of Paul's address is 
"He ISaldonal Park Service—Challenge of the 
SO's." Also scheduled on the agenda is the 
election of several officers. rark your 
calarrlar now, so you won't rrdss this meeting. 
He nBeting will be in Rocm #207, Bldg. 10 
at 7:30 EM. lake exit 149 off 1-5 (see nap). 

( 'Trail History") 
Starbo Mine. Tihree t rai ls went to Yakina Park from 
the valley. One started about three miles beyond the 
Vhite River Enlrrarce as a crntiruaticri of the Cayuse 
lass Trail, clinbing the Sunrise Ridge, passing a 
l i t t l e below the Sunrise Point area. Arcthar ascerded 
the slope near the present Vhite River Canp Crourd, 
and the other from Glacier Basin. The f irst t ra i l was 
diusomtirued after the highway nrved to the south hank 
of the river, the Sunrise and Mather rilghfcays built. 
Trail of the lakes went only to Clover lake. And, from 
the Vhite River, another t ra i l went to Chinook Pass. 
In 1915, the Park bourdry was about two miles wast of 
where i t i s now, and did not irclude the Chinock-
Tjjpsco lake area, Crystal Lake or Shrirer Peak. 
(See Trail History*' p 3) 

('Sumnit) 
I t has been a th r i l l to work with such a strong core of 
deperdable people who truly care about the future of Mount 
Rajhier National Park. Thank You! 

These same spirited individials who have nade so mrh 
liappen ciiring the past year are trudging cnward in their 
contirual tettle to fight for the freedom of wilderness 
and a l l that wilcLerness stands for in our rational Park. 

As trany of you are aware, the (hrbxi River Read is 
presently irnergoing imprcvrarErits and will not be ccen to 
the public t i l l surnier. A few of our nrmbers worked 
t±relessly in an attempt to rake our concerns heard. The 
Park Service interned attuantively, but due to a variety of 
circuratarces, our wards came too late. Pbwever, our 
efforts were not in vain. He SuperHtuendent is working 
closely and co-operatively with cur group in an over-view 
of the Niscpally-entrarc^ road iiTorcvemente 
slated for 1987. Cur input, along with that from other 
conservation groups, will be addressed in the Ehviuxrnantal 
Assessment plan. 

having accomplished nany things in cur first year, we 
will continue to move foirward in sharing our corcerns, 
voicing cur cpinions, and offering our proposals. And the 
reason we will succeed is because of a l l of ycu who have 
corf iderce in a newly found organization who can express 
your concerns speaking not with just one voice, but more 
than two hundred! As with most orgarlzaticrs, a (certain 
renter of irdivicLals, for a variety of reeds, offer to 
take on leadership roles. I welcome anyone to step out and 
offer your talents and t i re , no ratter how l i t t l e . But if 
you are in the position, \hich rarry of us find curselves in 
more often than rot, Hen you do not have the tire to help, 
but truly believe in what MRNPA stands for, please corsichr 
rHTewing your financial corrmittTrent as soon as possible. 
We will trry again to cperate on funds derived from member­
ship cLes of only $5.03 (single) or $8.00 (family). 

Bob Marshall exxce stated that "there is just one hope 
of reputiing civilization's ambition to conquer every niche 
on the whole earth. Hat hope is the organization of 
spirited people \ho will fight for the freedom of the 
wilderness." Even though Mount Rainier fetioral Park is 
nraraged as a wilderness, the ercroachment of an ever-growing 
population threatens i t s Hvlihocd. Meadow damage, water 
and noise pollution, a climber's 'highway" to the summit, 
heavy traffic flow—all threaten the survival of the 
iirJigercus plants and aniirals. 

To allow a l l that is ratural and beautiful their freedom 
to thrive, we rrust consider in the rot-1xx><3istant future 
the reality' of reiirrijisrring our relished freedom of (driving 
to llaradise/Surrise on a whim. Just as in other rational 
Parks, the use of a tram service ray be our only alterrative. 
l ike rrany of ycu, I do not want to surrender the right of 
using rry own vehicle in the Park, but I strcrgly agree with 
the far-reaching effects of such nraragemsnt. 

I t was about fifteen years ago that I had to forego a 
similar freedom — that of carupirg alcrgside the high 
mountain lakes and in the nudst of lush meadows. He 
National Park Service corstcructed camp sites in the trees 
(See '"Summit" p. 3) 
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("Irail History") 
A trail went over St. Elmo's Pass from the end of 

the Sbarbo Road and followed the east hank of the 
wdnthrop Glacier down to the Yakiiimfr-Mystic Lake trail. 
There was no trail to Lake Eleanor, but the Berkeley 
Bark, Grand Park, and Janes Lake trails were in. There 
was no trail to Mt. Eremont — apparently no lookout, 
but the Hrkleberry Creek trail was shown. The 
Owyhigh. Lakes trail started a mile up the SuTinerland 
trail and contoboued al l the way to Craospecosh. The 
Cowlitz Divide trail want al l the way to lhckwood. 

In the south sector of the Park, the larnancle 
Peak trail went to the Ihrracle-Castle Glacier 
tamirus. There was no BenchrShow Lake trail until 
the Stevens Canyon highway was built. There was a 
trail from Ixrgirire to Bear Prairie on the Skate Creek 
Road. Later this trail became a service road and was 
the escape route from Irrgnire during the Kautz Creek 
flood in 1947. The original trail was used by the 
NisqiHlly and Yakima tribes, and later by A.V. Kautz 
in his nearHascent in 1857 of Rainier, known then 
as Takhoma or lahama. There was a trail from 
lhradLse (directly west to the Nisoually Canyon, and 
down to the tarminus of the Nisqi.nl ly Glartpr at 
4,000 feet elevation, which was then near the present 
bridge. A short trail took tourists several hundred 
yards up to the snout of the glacier on the west side. 
This tail was closed after rockfall resulted in a 
fatality there. 

The west Side Highway was rot yet built by 1923. 
Access to Indian Henry's was by the Kautz Creek trail, 
or following Tabarna Creek. The Tahama Creek crossing 
was close to the terminus of the South and Pain 
lahama Glaciers wrdch con-joined far below Glacier 
Island at 4,500 feet elevation, not too far from the 
present suspension bridge. A mud flow here, and 
steady glacial melt, separated the two glaciers later. 

There was a weU-naarked trail to Lake Allen on the 
east side of Mt. Wbw, and one off-shoot trail from the 
Kauti-lhdian henry trail through the saddle just north 
of Tumburn down to lahama Creek. There was a short 
trail from Round Pass to Lake George. There was 
evidently no fire lookout on Gobbler's Knob. 

There was no trail over Brerald Ihdge, or through 
St. Andrews Park. Hikers and riders took a trail 
through Round Bass, and around Klanatche Point far 
about a mile, then descended to the Perth Puyallip 
and switrl>backed up again cixrectly to Sunset Bark. 

The other trails in the northwest corner existed 
riHinly as they do now. There was a break shown in 
the trail from the Carbon snout to Dick Creek, 
probably caused by avalarching rock, or perhaps 
squeezed out by the glacier which came down to 3,355 
feet elevation in 1915, 245 feet lower than is shown 
on the 19711H5 map. 

IMional Park trails were not built exclusively 
for bikers and horses, but were additionally, to 
patrol the Park. Many patrol cabins dotted the trails, 
and fire lockout trwers circled the riDuntain. They 
were cxrrected by telephone lines hung from trees, and 

horses carried supplies to the outposts. Irsulators and 
dangling sections of wire could be found long after radios 
largely replead the telephone system. 

The greatest off-trail "trails" involved the narking 
of the Park's boundries on all four sides, by metal signs 
nailed to the trees at fairly close intervals. Straight-
line traverses, cross-country, up ridges, over cJiffs, 
down into aeep valleys, across streams and rivers — 
always the hard way — went the surveyors and sign-
nailers. Che foundry trail was brilt from the NLsqjally 
Entrance across the west side of Mount wbw to the west 
side of Cobbler's Knob, and another from the Mowich trail 
to the Carbon — probably after the bcurlries were marked. 
An early trail joined ChenuLs Creek with the West Fork 
of the white Paver, facilitating some of the rohh 
bcurdry narking. Any changes in the Park boundries 
should rot be consibered lightly. 

—Edith Cbodnan 
id: Ehlth Gccohan, a Mount Rainier laticnal Barks 
Associate Mbmber, is also Hlstxjrian for the Tacaia 
Mountaineers. The first part of this article, was 
publibshad in the previous MRNPA newsletter. The primary 
source for this article was a map in the 1927 edition 
of 'Vfermals and Birds of Mont Rainier Mational Park," 
by Walter P. Taylor and William T. Shaw. 

('Summit") 
below the naadows and away from the streams, simtitansously 
introducing a camping permit system. I didn't like that 
either; but than, as now, I agreed with the far-reaching 
effects of such nnnagement. Perhaps the dislarubing sight 
of ugly f irepits scattered at rardom and naked patches of 
meadow irfluenced my decision. Today I can visually enjoy 
the results of such management as I travel through meadows 
and alongside lakes and streams. Each summer the glory of 
the high nrtntain kaleiobscope unfolds before me against 
the backdrop of Mount Rainier's snow-ccxered glaciers. I 
look forward to days ahead when I can share the beauty of 
those meadows and lakes with our daughter and watch her 
delight in the abjndance of lush grasses and colorful 
wildflowers rather than the scarred remains of firepits 
and tent sites. I am truly corvinced that losing my l i t t le 
bit of cherished freedom all those years ago has actually 
increased my freedom of enjoyment and delight in the 
natural worderlands of Mount Rainier; not to mention 
Ifeture's freedom to thrive. 

MRNPA was created to Maintain, Respect, Nurture, 
Protect, and Appreciate the beauties of Rainier's 
wild! arris, let us rot 'bollute the last clean air, 
or dirty the last clean streams, or push cur paved roads 
through the last of the siJiance." For if we allow this 
to happen, we have allowed ourselves to abuse the lard 
as a commodity, let us rather use the lard with love 
and respect and experience that state of harmony which 
ALdo Leopold refers to as "conservation." 

—Margie Gculden 
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YITBER'S ECRM 

Your opportunity to cament on a park planning issue will 
be available soon. 

In late February, 1986, the Park Service will release an 
ervirornental assessrrent on improvements of the road frcrn 
the ISousqually entoraoce, near Ashford, to the Paradise 
parking lot. A significant part of the project i s the 
removal of eighty-three trees rithin one foot of the edge 
of the pavement. Three trees are over fifty inches in 
diameter. The justification for removing the trees is the 
occunrrce of visitor auto accidents and the difficulty in 
snow removal to keep the road cpen during the winter. 

The new parking behind the ledge at Icrgmre, the 
reassign of the intersections at the Westeide Road and 
Stevens Canyon Road, the replacement of drainage facilit ies, 
and the pavirg of the road appear to be desirable improve­
ments to the Park. Cbjection nest be voiced to the cutthuag 
of trees. 

Eefore we lose such a sigrdf icant ruibsr of old-gruvth 
osdars and douglas f irs , the Park Service should carefully 
consider the lcrg-term al terat ives to cchtirued unlimited 
access to the Park by private automobile. The Park Service 
was created, and rmtured, during the early years of the 
aevriopment of autxnobile t a r ing in the Irited States. 
The Park Service enccuraged ircreasing visitation by auto­
mobile as a way of justifying the devriepment of the Park 
Service. In recent years, the Park Service has had to 
reccrisider this unliniited accessibility. At Yoserite Park, 
a tram service is available for visitors to the valley 
floor, to avoid the pollution and crrgestion that results 
from too many cars in a too small and too fragile 
environment. We reed to begin to think about these kinds 
of solutions for Paradise and other locations in Mount 
Rainier ITaticral Park. 

My own ritrroduction to wilderness was in the Erundry 
Water Canoe Area of Cpetico Ilatianal Forest, in northern 
Minnesota. Access to the Bcundry Water (ianoe Area is via 
a road called the Gurflint Trail, which, in my childhood 
mamory, is a straight, narraw, gravel road, with the 
canopies of the trees crrpletely enclosing the road. TITJS, 
the anticipation of the wiloerness experience on the road 
leading into the area, significantly contributed to the 
experience of the wilderness itoself. I also remamber my 
stock and anger, upon baking my children to experience 
the wilderness of the Erirrfcy Rater Canoe Area, to 
crLsccver that they had widened, paved, and removed the 
trees close to the highway on the Gbnflint Trail. For 
years, I suggested they rename i t the Cunflint Thrnpike, 
because i t was no longer a t ra i l ! 

I also have a mamory of my f i rs t v i s i t to Ybunt Painier 
rational Park. I t was in the Winter of 1949, and the 
purpose was my first covrrnjil ski lesson. As a tneenager 
from the prairies of lakota, I was impressed by the 
ercrmous trees in the oM-growth forest. The memory of 
quietly winding cur way up through the cedars and the 
cbuglas f ir , in anticipation of a day on the open slopes 
of the Mountain, is an important part of that msmory. 
When I return with my granachriaren, I would prefer that 
they have the same experience that I remember, rather 

than Ltetaiirg to rre tell them how i t used to be, 
before they cut the big trees. 

Mount Painier lartcral Park Associates will keep 
you inferred of opportunities to caiment on the 
environmental assessment of the road improvement 
project. 

—Bob Aegerter 
Fd: Bob is an M3NPA Tteustee, and very active with 
our group and other errircrrmental organrzateons. 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL IS DUE 

' BEARG1RASS 
In the season of spectacular flavering in the high 

cajntry, tinere is one plant which is censpiaxus among 
others in the meadows for i t s height and i t s unusual 
globe-shaped head of creamy white fla^ers. I t is 
njbnriEn Bear Grass'' (Xerophyllun tenax), not a grass 
at a l l , but a l i ly . The plant flcwers only crce in 
five or six years. Faoh tiny flower on the huge 
raceme is a l i t t l e white l i ly, attracting insects by 
i t s fragrance, setting seeds for future generations 
of i t s kind. 

The lat in name indicates that the leaves are dry', 
(>ericphyllum), and that the plant is firmly rooted, 
(terax). The common names are many: bear grass, bear 
club, bear l i ly, basket grass, squaw grass, ckeer grass, 
pine l i ly, bear l i ly, terkey beard. Same of the names 
are realistic, same highly imagirative. For example, 
deer do not eat the tough, sharp edged leaves; rrither 
do bears. The plant has no relationship to pine tocees, 
nor aces the flower resemble a tnurkey beard. The ta l l , 
club-shaped seed head which eventually forms is hard 
and storcog, but would never be used as a weapon for 
a bear. 

The names 'basket grass'' and ''squaw grass," however, 
are of real riterest, for this plant was, and s t i l l i s , 
prized by slrilled Indian women as a source of material 
for basketay. The strong basal leaves are wiry and can 
"be dried and dyed for later weaving into fire hand­
crafted baskets. Shad 1 baskets ware often nade entirely 
( See 'iBear Grass" p. 5) 
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('fear Grass) 
of this material, while large ores were node with a 
framework of spli t cedar bark with a tight overlay and 
decoration of the grass. 

baskets had scares of uses; for storage, for carrying, 
for measuring, as backpacks, even for cockirg. Ihe 
cocking basket was woven so tightly that is would hold, 
water. I t was not placed over the fire, but rather the 
food to be cooked was placed in i t , in water, and hot 
stories were added gradually until the water boiled. 
As the stores cooled they were replaced by others 
from the fire until the food was cooked. A good, well-
woven basket was essential. With care i t would last 
for many years as a lacusehold utensil. 

I t was the custom of many of the trribes for the 
woman and older girls to walk and climb to the higher 
elevatdons of the Olympic and Cascade barges in late 
sumer on a harvesting expedition. They picked the 
mountain huckleberries and gathered basket grass as 
well as certain medicinal plants not found at lower 
levels. The berries were dried to be used as winter 
fccd. The grass was dried, turinmed, and tied into 
small bundles, These were highly valued and made a 
welcome gift or a good article of txade. Records of 
the lirlsans Bay Gorpany, for example, show "squaw 
grass bundles'' as a lurade item, readily exchanged. 

These expeditions to the nrjuntcains were said to 
last about three weeks and were enjoyed by the 
woman. The grandparents and small chtidren stayed 
home on the coast, and the man were usually at sea, 
fishing. In sore of the reminiscences of the older 
woman, as told in historical accounts, there are 
memories of their happy days txgether, free of the 
daily duties of claarrixg fish, carrying firewood, 
cxxxMng neals and trending children. In our 
imgainations, we may see the ghosts of these 
'rarvesters of the past" as we v is i t the same alpine 
nBadows today. 

—Mary hcuston 

CLI1BEES' WASTE D11TKEAL 
Along the two cxrimonly used climbing routes of Mxnt 

Eainier, there are maintained toilets only at the two 
high climbing camps, Mir and Schurman. Substantial 
toilets have not been placed elsewhere to date due to 
maintenance problems, cost, and because of historic 
resistance to riHnmade devices in remote areas, However, 
the presence of human waste along these climbing routes 
and at camp areas is becoming less obvious and offensive 
each year as climters are using carry-cut bags effectively 
Concerns s t i l l exist regarding using melted snow for 
drirking water. A five-point program recammBded by a 
task force two and oreriialf years ago for the mitiga­
tion of human waste problems high on the mnuntain 
crritirued in effect last sumer. A solar assisted 
toilet was installed and put into operation in June. 
I t was well received by the public but i t s effect­
iveness as an evaporator is untaown because the 
irBtuoimentation purchased to mrnitor i t has not yet 
been irethQed. (MRNP Climbing Report 1985) 

RJITSEARCH mUKJS QJNTINUE 

The irdque erdrncrnent of Mount Rainier Bark lends itself 
to original research that will lave spinoff benefits with 
wide applications. Ihirty-one excellent research projects, 
soma new, same contiiiuing, are being corrected within the 
Park at this time. The subject matter ircludes flora, 
fauna, water Quality, volcanology, glacial mrmtorirg, and 
human impact. These studies are being crriducted by such 
diverse groups as Oregon State Irdversity, university of 
Washingtong, U.S. Geological Survey, lurcvircial Mjseum of 
JuToerta, (Tanada, the Smuthsordan Irstitues, and others. 

Tfi the area of wildlife the studies of elk and spotted 
owls are of special interest. Four on-going elk studies 
crriiriued in 1985 inclining: 

(1) Elk herd mrmtorirg by aerial census and radio 
Irrackirg. Ircluded in this stxdy were eight plots of 
vegetation to be observed. This study is to be crmpleted 
by March, 1986. 

(2) Motitorirg of elk trails and wallow impacts in 
the N.E. section of the Park. Study crrsisted of 
eruTeration of trails in the field, rnappirg and 
aerial ptotegrarhy. (hanges should be possible 
to mrrdtor by using remote sensing txacrrdques. 

(3) A study to estimate the degree of 
forage utdlizaticn by elk of the sub-alpine 
meadows, to determine the intensity of 
impact and to estimate the amount of 
grazing that can be sustained without 
damage to the plant community. Field 
work in 1986 will include forage surveys 
on at least three sub-alpine meadows. 

(4) FvaliBting the influence of adjacent 
lard use practices on the elk of Facific N.W. 
national parks by reviewing inf ormation pertinent 
to elk carrying capacity on adjacent lands, relative 
to elk ecology, and to sturdy the iiTpact on national park 
elk that those forest management practices may have. 

A spotted owl (that elusive bird!) survey was 
resumed in May, 1985. The objectives of the current 
research are to survey owl populations within the Eark, 
locate and map nests, define hare range size and collect 
information en the biology and habitat of the bird. Road 
survey by volunteers, radio collaring by the Vashington 
Department of Game, and radio tracking by the National 
Park Service will be accaiplished in the summer of 1986. 

In a current study by researchers of Oregon State 
University regarding levels of arsenic and other metals 
tithin park \egetaticn, and the accurnulation of these 
sutetances in neuntain goat liver, bone and hair samples, 
the (coUecticns have been mrade and the analysis begun. 

I t is apparent Mount Rainier national Park has great 
value as an envixcrriental laboratory, and well as i t s 
value as a recreational s i te of great beauty. 

—Yolarda Trcmpson 

(OlFRLMllTa 'feAR" FACTS 
People see bears differently, if they see them at a l l . 

(See 'fears" p. 6) 
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("Bears") 
Perhaps because of their playful nature, bears nay be 
descriload as "giant cbgs without tails." When the same 
bear grabs scnreboay's lurch arid takes their fingers 
along with i t , we call i t a criminal rrrrster. upon 
applying for a backxuritery permit in the Park last year, 
I was instructed by rangers to hang my Lunch in the trees, 
later, when I enccuntoEred two black bears a half mile 
firm camp, they seemsd to be only interested in rtrhle-
berries and being left alone, thcugh a bear fears no 
other animal in the wild, i t will generally avoid 
hman cetection, using keen senses of smell and hearing 
to riBintain privacy. 

The bears irrabitirg Mount Bainier rational Park, 
(scnEtlrres called 'blackies"), weigh 200 to 503 pounds 
at rraturity, are quick to defend their cubs, and enjoy 
partalring in the pleasure of eating. I once asked my 
lad, 'Vhat does a bear eat?" Ibe answer was, "Any­
thing i t wants." A bear is big errjugh to fend for 
itself. Ibe indiscriminate feeding of bears creates 
urratural, unbalanced populations which become 
dependent on unnatural foods. 

A bear problem may exist in ccmrercial stands outside 
our parks. Seme bears strip bark firm origins fir trees 
after leaving their dens in the spring. Ihis action 
kills trees and reduces the cxomnercial value of others. 
Now, the Washirgton Forest Protection Association has 
developed 'bear pellets," cmteining sugar and a 
chemical odor to attract the bears. The bear-feeding 
pellets could eliminate the reed to kill problem bears 
by ccnmsrcial growers, and keep Washington's abundant 
bear populations intact. 

A bear weighing up to 800 pounds and stretrhing up 
to 8 feet tall is known as the grizzly bear, now rare 
in our state. 100,000 grizzlies prowled the Aierican 
west as late as 1850. Now, in 2.2 minion acre 
Yeticwstone National Park, 185 to 225 grizzlies make 
their bene, down from 5TJ0 in 1968. In his upcoming 
book, Playing God in Yellowstone: Ihe Instruction of 
of America s First National Fark, Alston Chase of Mxitana 
accuses the National Fark Service of systeTatically 
aestrcyirg the grizzlies of Yellowstone Ihrough a 
17-year nanagement program. Chase cites the deaths of 
325 grizzlies in and around Yetiowstene since 1968, 
saying that too nany deaths were at the hards of rangers; 
shooting when a bear irtvaded a campsite, by cvertran-
qrilizing, and by Park insistence that dumps be closed 
and garbage eliminated from the grizzlies' diet. 

Yellowstone shut its dumps foUcwirg the 1967 deaths 
of two Glacier lark campers attacked by grizzlies used 
to garbage. Following the dump closures, many grizzlies 
dispersed to campgrounds and garbage sources outside the 
Park. More than 180 park bears ended up dead. ClirrBnt 
public education stresses the importance of keeping a 
clean camp. Yeticwstane rangers wake up trxirists at 
rught, and fine them for leaving out such trmpting bear 
attractants as food coolers, open pop cans, and even 
open rubes of toothpaste. 

jhough they are unpredictable (and often hungry), 
I respect bears. In the words of writer Harvey Marnirg, 
"Better by far to simply appreciate bears as bears." 
A bear is a bear, and that s what I call a 'bear" fa;t! 

—larry Carreau 

WE1IIFE VUIJJNEHS SOUGHT 
On January 30th several MRNPA members met with Mount 

Rainier National Park officials, inclining Superintrixkrit 
Neal Guse. Janet Eidwards, Resources Maragenant Specialist 
in tradriirg, gave a presentation of her orgoirg study 
of the spotted owl at Mount Rainier. Although IRNPA's 
Board of Tristees is not fcrmally supporting this study, 
any niaiters who wish to volunteer their tine privately 
to assist Janet would be weLccned by Janet. She is 
seeking volunteers willing to become merrers of five 
teams of two persons each who will man tape players 
in various areas of the Park during evening hours. No 
expertise is required and Janet will give the necessary 
trairdrg to anyone interested. Gontact Janet by writing to 
Spotted Owl Pesearch, PNNPFA, jJhama weeds, Star Poute, 
Ashford, WA 98304 

Q J O T D T V I A J J ^ 

In a recent issue of Washington Wildfire (WWC), an 
article Toy Tom Campion cuttiined seme strong maragement 
crrrerns for spotted owl habitat. (Wildfire, Vol 7, No. 1) 

I quote, 'Vfeshdrgton's National Parks provide excellent 
spotted owl habitat in their lower elevations. But this 
habitat occurs only on the fringes of the Parks. In most 
cases these lower elevation forests in the Farks are 
ccnttiguous to Forest Service or CNR land, and spotted 
owls in these areas must forage over both Naticml Park 
land and forests outside the Park. Pesearch in Washington 
and Oregon has shown the average spotted owl home range 
to be well over 2,000 acres per pair. 

While the pieces of old growth habitat tithin our 
National Parks are protected, the full range needed by 
the owls for survival is becoming fractured and unfit. 
The Forest Service and the CNR ccntinue cutting old 
growth right up to Park bcundries, leaving the owls 
with too l i t t le forest to survive. 

In many drainages on the northern edge of Mount Rainier 
National Park, the Forest Service land has been clearcut 
and roaded right up to the Park Bounties, leaving the 
owls with too l i t t le forest to survive. 

Ihe Fark Service must become better aware of 
and involved in Forest Service and CNR tenter sales 
which propose logging up to the Park bcurky. Where 
spotted owls are known to exist, suitable foraging 
areas nust be provided. When these foraging areas 
include Forest Service or CNR land, the agencies 
shculd coordinate their naragement strategies to ensure 
protection of the entire range " unquote. 

Write: Park Supervisor, Mt. Rainier National Park, 
Star Route, Ashford, WA 98304. 
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MT. RAINIER NATIONAL PARK ASSOCIATES TRAIL COMMITTEE 

1986 WORK PARTY SIGN UP SHEET 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

I think the Adopt-a-Trai1 progam sounds like one MRNPA Trail Commitee 
should be involved in YES NO. 

If interested in Adopt-a-Trai1 do you have a suggestion as to a trail 
you mould like us to adopt? 

:L*S*e<!E» T R A I L . M O R K P A R T Y 

COUNT ME/US IN FOR THE WORK PARTY ON: 

JULY 86 SEPTEMBER 86 
(July 25th - 27th) (September 12th - 14th) 

I/We am/are milling to help mith one or more of the folloming chores 
on the 86 Work Parties: 

July 86 Sept. 86 

Dinner 

Transportation 

Photography 

First Aid 

RETURN FORM TO: 

Art Kiehn 
MRNPA Trail Committee 
7359 9th Avenue Northmest 
Seattle, WA 98117 

(7) 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

NAME(S)_ 

ADDRESS 

DUES ENCLOSED: $_ 

DATE JOINED : 

PHONE ( ) (HOME) 

( ) (WORK) 

Membership (check one) 

SINGLE INDIVIDUAL 

HOUSEHOLD 

RENEWAL 

Memberships are valid for one year from the month of April. Dues are 
$5. per person or $8 per household (max. 2 persons at the same address). 
Each person has one vote whether that person has joined as an individual 
member or as a part of a household membership. Membership includes a 
subscription to this Newsletter. One Newsletter per household. 

Please return the completed information application with dues in a 
check or money order payable to: Mount Rainier National Park Associates, Inc. 
Send to: 

Membership 
MRNPA, Inc. 
4710 129th Ave. E. 
Sumner, WA 98390 

I would like to serve on this Committee: 

WON'T YOU JOIN US? 


