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WENATCHEE, NATTONAL, FOREST PLAN
PROFOSES 10GGING ‘THE, MATHFR. PARKHAY

When the Norse Peak and large William O.

Wildermess Areas were designated by Corgress in 1984,
most conservationists thought that the eastern flank
of Mt. Rainier MNational Park was protected from
development. But think again.

The Weratchee National Forest has released its
draft forest plan, vhich decides the use (or abuse) of
every square irch of the National Forest (other than
congressionally designated wildemess) for the rext
10-15 years, ad the management direction for
the next 30 years. Under the National Forest Management
Act of 1976, the U.S. Forest Service (USES) mst write
a forest plan for each ratioml forest in the comtry.
The Wenatchee Farest Plan is just the second draft
doaument. released so far this year for national forests
in Washirgton State.

Of particular alarm for marbers of MAPA are proposals
in the draft plan to log the Mather Manorial Parkwey and
to build a logging road over Naches Pags. The Mather
Memrial Parkway follows Washington Higheay 410 thraugh
the rortheastern side of Mt. Rainier National Park, and
tl'mmtersUSFS]ardsatC}nrmkPass,mmrgdom

(See "Mther: Pary” p. 2)

R THE SMMIT.....

As ithe "laid-back’ days of summer draw to a close,
need of attention by MRPA. The cooperative action by
in a drastic redction in the number of trees marked for
ramoval along the Misqually-Paradise road; fron the
initial proposal that 80-90 trees be rawwed, the Park
Service row plans to ramwe 12 or less. All of us can
ke justifisbly proud that ax efforts have made such
a differace.

B.Itt}*ereiSmtinetosta'darurd,pattjrgmrselves
an aur becks; nev issues are arising that need aur input.
'Il'leParkSermcel'asaskedtstooffermqnmm
corcerming, the camercial guide services for clinbers
o the Muntain, the issue of increased entrance ad
userfeesisi*eatirgtpasanerﬁrmtstoBillS.Q]ﬂ)
are debated (see article elsevhere in this newsletter),
ard the mational forest plans will surely need careful
review as they becare available. To effectively deal
with tte issues, the Board of Trusteses has re—evaluated
the organization of MMPA's standing cammittees. Our
goal was to develop as set of comittees that would
address the issues and concarms that will be arising
over the years dhead. Sirce we all expect MNPA to
ram|in an active advocate for the Park for years to come,
we vanted the scheme to te flexible, realizing that
individual comittes size would fhictuate as needs change.

The hasic layast of the new camittees ad
subcommittees was devised by Jeff Gaulden, who, as
Treasurer and receiver of new ip fomms,
recogmzed the need to put new mambers in tarh
quickly with sareone koowledgesble in the areas the

new marbers had expressed interest. The original
committees were formed at MAPA's first meeting in

g 1985'ar1§1)_rgfru'nareasofcanen11daﬂt1f1ai
t'p

®



("Mather Parkey'' p. 1)
the valley to the town of Naches.

Althogh the Mather Parkvay is interded to serve as a
scenic corridor for the National Park, the Forest Service
ToW proposes to allow clear-autting in tracts beside the
ighway. Under the draft forest plan, logging would also
take place aroud Buping lake.

Naches Pass lies on the Cascades Crest rorth of the
Norse Creek Wildermess, between the Naches and Green River
drainages. Early pioneers to Washington State crossed
the Cascades Rarge through the pass.

The USFS 1xoposal in the draft Weratchee Forest Plan,
ni:ud*xcallsforaloggjrgmadacross[\hd*esPass
threatens to bring clear-cuts to the area's old-growth
forest. The road wauld sever the Pacific Grest Trail.
Ard pressure would udoubtedly grow to pave the road as
arother highway crossing the muntains.

The MRNPA Board of Trustees has not had an opportinity
yet to work out policy on the Wenatchee Forest Plan. So,
spea]drgfornyselfmly,lfeelt}atboﬂimmsalssi’m
how little regard the Forest Service really gives to its
tracts adjacent to the Natioml Park. Clearly the
NatlmalParkSemce (NPS) would make a better guardian
of these scenic lands., Wy mot tum over the Mather
Marorial Parkway to the NPS? Why mot create a Neches Pass
National Moument? Both units could easily be adninistered
by the MBS aut of Mt. Rainier National Park.

Right now we nead concermed citizens to tell the
Forest Service that it should mot cut trees anywbere in
the Mather Parkway corridor, and should rot huild a road
over Naches Pass. 'There are other misguided proposals
in the Wenatchee Forest Draft Plan, ad we hope to mail
an alert to MANPA members in Septenber. If the Torest
Service hears from the piblic that its proposals are
simply wnacceptable, the final forest plan should tum
aut markedly improved.

Tre dexdline for cament is Cctober 1, 1986, Please
serd your letter to:

Don Srith,

Wenatchee Natiomal Forest
P.0, Box 811
Wenatchee, WA 98801

——Jim Baker

FATT, TRATL HIKES

SEPTEMBER 13 (SATURDAY) Thail work party.
Contact Art Kigmn for details,
(206) 789-28%

SEPTRMBER 20 (SATURDAY) Naches Pesk Loop.
(Fasy). leader: Jomn Titland.

(206) 747-1698. S-mile 500' elevation gain.
5,800 ft. elevation.

OCTORFR 5 (SINDAY)  Findce Lake

(Fasy). Leader: Jeff Goulden
(206) 863-365. 4 1/2 miles. 450" elevation gain.

(St p. 1)
by those attending the meeting. Those cammittees have
served us well, but MUWA has grown in the past 20
rrmtl's,p:lorltmsaﬂreedshavechanged

The Board in proposing 4 comittees and 15
sibcamittees,  Fach comdttee would be headed by a
Board menber, who would coordinate the activities of
the suibcamitiees and be an informal liaison between
ubcomm ttee menbers, drawn from the general membership,
arﬂt}EBoardof'D:ustees The comittees inclide
Resaurce Conservation, Manggarent Issues, Activities,
and Marbership; listed below are the subcormittees.
I wauld like to suggest that each menber take a close
look at the list and if one or more topics perks interest,
give the Chair a call. With 15 subcammittees, the Board
will udaubtedly need the participation of the general
membership. In this mamer, we hope to ensble those
gereralnmtﬂrsﬁnmtl‘epastmy}mefeltsmahat
distant from the "action’’ to get irwolved in the "huts
and bolts'' workings of MRPA.

—=3e Stam
Resarce Conservation
(Chair, Yolanda Thompson, Phore 206-829-0377)
Air Quality
Water Issues
Wildlife
Manggarent Issues
((hair, Jim Baker, Phone 206-527-63%)

Visitor Impact
Wildermess Designation

((hair, Art Kidm, Fhore 206-789-28%)
Trail Parties
Hikes
Meetings
Mailing Parties
Merberghip
(Qair, Margie Goulden, Phore 206-863-3265)

Neysletter
Marker Recud tment
Fud Raising

NO ACID RAIN TRGISEATTON
It gpears there will be o acid rain legislation
fortheaning this session. House Fhergy axd Coamerce
Cammittee recently postponed action after House

Republicans used stalling tactics to prevent action.
2
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HOOKED ON GALS!

It was a thrill - sarething like my first date! When
that spotted owl "hoo - hoced” in response to ny rather
ttish "hoo - hoo' it was love at first sand. There
in solitide ard splador on a star-bright night, it
seared there were just the two of us, me and spotted oxl.
Then Owl stopped respanding! Qur appetites vhetted for
aother erconter, ad, on precise schedule i
by Janet Edwards, Resource Management Specialist for
Mt. Rainier Park (and Somy Paz, her associate), we
hooted on for another half mile, then another and
apther. At 3 a.m. we shobled into aur Kitchen,
hngry and half frozen, b from fatigee, but still
griling, No, we had no firther contact with Owl, Tut
we are hoping our next hooting session at 1 or 2 a.m.
will provide another rendezvous, We are hooked on owls!

Although MIPA does mot fonmally endorse the spotted
owl survey, we decided to get imvolved as hooters alorg
the Carbon River Road ard the Mowich Lake Road, from
entrace to campgroud. We wished to leamn how the
stidy is condicted, ad pass along valusble information
to MAOPA as well. The fact that the spotted odl we
heard on Mowich Road was only a half mile inside the
Park may have significance as to his hmnting territory
within and without the Park.

The dbjectives of this survey are: 1) to survey
spotted ol populations along Park roads 2) to
lccate ard map nests  3) to radio collar ad track ane
peir of owls in order to define hore rarge size 4) to
collect information on the biology of the bird inclhuding
pysical characteristics, ad amalysis of pellets, and
5) to collect information on habitat, including forest
species, elevation, slope canopy cover, ad size of
rext tree. '

The survey of May-fugust 1985 is being contimed
this sumer. Radio collaring by Washington Department
of Gare, ad radio tracking by NES are plamned for this
sumer of 1986, Birds did mot respond May-July of 1985.
Five birds responded in August, and one other was seen.
Birds were heard or seen at Surise, the Stevens Caryon
ard areas, and Rourd Pass fo Klapatche Point
road. Plans are to contine this suvey in 1987 and
1988, ard to present the results to matural resaurces
menagament at M. Rainier National Park.

Recent research indicates that the spotted owl
population is declining at an 8% anual rate. As a
carmivore, it is an indicator of the well-being of the
gmaller mamls on which it subsists. Mrch of this
progran is dependent on volunteer callers. Please
contact me if you are interested. (206) 829-0377.

—Yolarda Thorpson

CAN'T SEE THE FOREST FOR THE FEES?

The Serate Fnerpy and Natiral Resources Committee 1s
continuing debate on two bills. plus amendrents, that
- irerease entrance fees at many parks and establish

- (3

fees for the first tine at mary others., MAWA has
written several key semators, inchuding Semator -
Brans vho serves on the camittee, in support of
Senate Bill 2130, Proposed by Semator Durenberger,
RMirresota, this bill would dedicate all collected
fees to a strong ten-year program aimed at protecting
ad ehercing the nahral and aultual resoarces of
the National Park Service. As ariginally proposed,
the hill called for a modest increase in entrance
fees, to a maximm of $5; however, an amerdment

by Semator Wallop would increase fees to
$7.50 and would ot dedicate all fees to the NES.
Ths, this amendrent atterpts to strike a conranise
hetween Durerberger's bill and the bill proposed by
the aduinistration, S. 2204, vhich would increase
fees to $10, raise $74 million with $45 million
going to offset hdget cuts for 5 existing park
prograns, ad only $12-14 million reserved to
‘erharce’ 337 park units.

Sermtor Den Bvans has written MRPA that "'The
primary papose of any fee increase should ke to
maintain and improve our mational parks''; the Board
heartily agrees with Senator Fvans and feels that
fee imrreases should mot be used as a reason to
cut existing park funding or pay for the federal
hudeet deficit. On the other side of the isse are
those individials and graups, sich as the Good Sem
Clib, vho feel ay entraxce fee to a mational park
is unfair becase federal lands belong to the people
wo have paid their fees through taxes. This opinion
seams samadat naive in the aurrent atmosphere of
Gramm-Rudmen and increasing user fees for many
diverse activities.

So, although there is "ho good news' on this
isste, according to Lawa Beatty of Naticmal Parks
and Conservation Asscciation, perhaps the substitute
amendrent NPCA is currently circulating which calls
for dedicated fees and the establishment of a trust
furd for the NPS with the collected revenies, will
gain necded support among the matbers of the Fergy
and Natiral Resources Comittee. Orce again, menbers'
letters to axr Seators will meke a difference; for
more information on this issue, contact Beard member
Bat Smith (206) 241-5704, or See Stam (206) 939-5774.

—8e Stam

WHERE HAVE ATT. THE BEAVER GONE?

T

* T the classic book dbout National Parks,

'h " printed in 1928 evidently the beaver

was pretty well established, as we see firam this
excarpt: ''Perheps the greatest heaver city in ay

of the mational parks is one discovered by Rarger

My in Mont Rainier National Park along the Nisqually
River, vhich is fomed by the glacier of the same

(See "Beaver'' p. 4)



- ("Beaver" p. 3)

nare. In the icy waters of this streem, the beavers
heve huilt a city covering twenty acres—houses, dars,
pords, carals, a maze of engineering. It must have
taken several gererations of beavers to have achieved
that job." Unfortunately, there are ro beavers to be
seen at all in Mount Rainier Park now. However, the
ook does document. how the Rocky Mantain Goat was
seen then, as row, on the high slopes.

CARBON RIVER ROAD
PROJECT (OMPLETE

According to Jdmn and Yolanda Thorpson,: séo weside
near Carbon River Fntrarce, the road improvements to
Carbon River Road have been campleted.  The road is
oW once again open to traffic and is in good condition.
The parking area at Ipsut Creek Trailhead hes been
enlarged to accanodate nore cars, and drainage protlems
along certain troublesore spots in the road have been
corrected. Project specifications appear to have
been followed by the contrator according to Jdm,
ad the project went smoothly overall.

Jdn and Yolarda also recently attended a meeting
vhich outlined plans for the U.S. Forest Sexvice
hudget. Conservationists are urged to contact their
Senators in support of the original funding bill
introdiced by the House of Representatives, and rot
the legislation introduced by Semator MChure R-Iddo,
for increasing the budget by $71 million. Mxh of
the increase would be utilized for roading and
logging mational forests.

¢
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Glacier Lily
Erythronium  grandiflorum

#

Avalanche Lily

Erythronium  monfanum

(&)

MRNPA OFEICERS AND TRUSIEES

EXHUTIVE OMMITIER

* President: Sue Stam, (206) 939-5774

# Vice-President: Bob Aegerter; (206) 527-4492

% Secretary: Roger Garrett, (503) 620-2533

¥ Treasurer: Jeff CGoulden, (206) 863-3265
“marber of Board of Trustees

BOARD (F TRUSTEES
Jim Baker, (206) 527-635% o8ty
Yolanda Thompson, (206) 829-0377 o
Margie Coulden, (206) 8633265
Pat Srith, (206) 21-570%
Art Kidm, (206) 789-28%
Sheri Dowd, (206) 527-2181
Jon Soest, (206) 863-3507
Folly Dyer, (206) 304-3933
Dick Reedy, (303) 643-17%
Van Perche, (206) 759-9253

EARLY SFASON

mayear\&mmntainsrmrsneltaarly,alcrg-sdm&ai
trip may prove slightly disappointing because most flowers
have gore. There can be some carpensation in looking at
plants and imegining how the scene appeared several weeks
earlier,

With distinctive and well-knoun leaves such as Iupire this
is easy. Nor is much effort required to freshen, mentally,
samevhat trowed flowers of bistort and pearly everlasting
which retain most of their flower parts. The colorful
hrects (not petals) of painthrush, vhich fade slowly, also
are present for a long time. Sare plants may have one or
two last bloams, ad closely comparing their leaves with
other leaves in the vicinity will indicate how may there
have been.

To identify some comon plants after they have gore to
', sexd, memorizing a few characteristics will help. There

// is little observable differerce in the pods of the two

/

iuns, the vhite avalaxhe lily ad the
vellow glacier lily. But the leaves of the
avalanche lily are btroadest in the lower
portion, then abaptly contracted into a
narvow petiole (leafstalk). Those of
glacier 1ily are gradually tapered at
both exds. The illustrations
exaggerate the differerces slightly:
The leaves are rot mechired with a
tarplate. 1 an saretimes confident,
sametimes mot. It is best to look at
a nutber of leaves in a patch and abide
by the mjority cont. For practice,
' nost iuns at Paradise are
avalache lilies, while those near the
Surrise Visitor Center are glacier
lilies. Both grow together on Stevens
(See "Farly Seasor' p. 3)
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("Early Season" p- 4)

Phaﬂﬁrsnaybemmedmsmply. Pirk heather
is the most abondant in Raimier's parklands. Its needle-
like leaves are quite different from the scale-like
leaves of the vhite heather, Yellow heather leaves
resarble those of the pink one, hut the stalks bearing
sead capaules are different—gladular (sticky)tairy.
Yellow heather grows up to somevhat higher elevations
than the others, and should be encomtered by the crew
that works on the Pebble Creek Tiail.

Down in the forest, a comm leafless plant, the
coralroot, has lengthwise-striped pods hanging dowserd,
first dull purple, later fading, Amwther, the reddish-
broun pinesap, which had nodding flowers, tums its open
seed cups upward.

Arother corpensation for faded flowers is early-"cz-
ripening berries. If a between-size huckleberry tush
gives problams, tast can be an aid to identification.
Whether they can mae it or not, most pecple leam to
recogrize the black hickleberry, Vaccinium mardranacam,
by its tangy-sweet taste. Two abundant kinds appear
bluer because they have a "bloan'’ Ore is the tart
walleafhnklebertyofﬂ‘eforest The deliciaus
hckleberry, V. deliciosim, grows in subalpine meadoss
arﬂnaybeavezytaryp]aat from vhich the banana-like
flavor can be leamed. It may be mrch larger when growirg
in more favorable sitations, often near trees, ard it
isl‘eretlntt}etastetestcmbeappliai.

of the vear's weather, sare flowers can
abaysbefardblocrmnglatertlmoﬂmers Sae are

' to bloom late: asters, gentiars, bluebells,
partrideefoot. Same snowpatches melt later than others,
becase of higher drifts, of avalanche pilesps or a
sheded situation. A phenomenon vhich mey be exaggerated
by aur Pacific Northwest smer-dry climate, is the
- late-bloaming water-garden ford beside small streans,
with yellow and pink , angelica, parmassia
add others. (]]JlstratamsfmnVasuﬂarPlantsoft}E
Pacific Nocthwest, U. of Washington Press).

—ary Fries

r b

JULY TRATT. WORK PARTY

The July Trail Work Party was another suocess for
MRNEA, M. Rainier Natiopal Park, ard trail users.
Twenty workers ard aids gathered at Tongmire on a gray
Saturday (July 26th) morming and drove up to the Stevens
Rarger Steve Scott. We cut brush as high as axr shoulders
and left a trail that wes easily followed. The weather
improved as the day went on and most of us saw the
Pb.ntammSaumdayorSuﬂaydmxgarstaymﬁ'e
Park. Joan Kiehn with Joan Peterson's help prepared
an excellent dimmer for sare very tired workers. Breryore
had a good tine secing old friexls and meeting new ones.
The Trail Camittee would like to thank all the marbers

©)

;999

of the July Trail Work Party for their efforts. The
marbers inchuded:
Mark, Lirdsay & Aileen Jomson  Kemewick, WA

Mr. & Mrs. Gayle Mayhaw Fortland, R
Edith & Marjorie Goodran Fox Islard, WA
Kim, Joan & Sandy Peterson Seattle, WA
Jean Pasche & Gordon Seattle, WA
Jon Soest Sumer, WA
Bob, Mary Lou, & Brawa Acgerter Seattle, WA
Paul Kidmn Kent, WA

Act, Joani. & Katie Kidm Seattle, WA

The Trail Camittee plans on a second work perty
on Septarber 13th with camping at Cougar Rock, and
aother great grop dimrer. The type of volunteer
trail work we do as part of Mt. Rairier National Perk
Associates helps huild friends anwrg the Pack staff
ad gives a real sense of accorplidment. If you
wauld like to help with the Trail Committee work in
this area or other areas please contact Art Kidm,
7359 9th N.W., Seattle, WA 98117.

—4&rt Kidm

A RATNBOW COF FLOWERS
THE APINE Z0NE

Tre flowers of the alpire meadows in the high
Cascades and the Olympic mauntains are especially
beautiful in sumer. They are now progressing fast
toward the late blom of early autim. The dry
weather has caused seed to matire very qaickly, so
that there are major changes in the color patterns
of a meadow within a few days.

Jdmn Miir said that novhere, rot even in the Alps
of Switzerlad, was there the profusion of wild flowers
vhich is ford arond the base of Mt. Rairder. The
lower elevations begin to show bloan in Féauary axd
March, with coltsfoot, trillium, red currant spring
beatties and violets. Willows, cottorwoods, meples,
montain ash and other trees add their flowers to the
great bouquet as sprirg advances, from April to June,
ad from the Lowlards to the mountain slopes.

In July and Agust there cares the brilliant
display of color at elevations of 4000 to /000 feet,
the fragile alpine flowers growing in pumice soil,
in river silt, in rock clefts and in sandy hollows.
It is a complete rairbow spectrum - white, red, orange,
yellow, green blue, parple ad many shades between.

The glacier 1ily caming thraugh the snowbenks on
the north slopes may be a clear lamn yellow, vhile
its comterpart, the avalanche lily, on south slopes,
is a pre vhite. The pasqe flower, or apamone, is an
of f~hite with golden center, and soon produces a
"shaving-trush'' seed head.  Bead lilies and Canadian
(See ""A Rairbod' p. 6)
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("A Rairbow' p. 5)

dogwood meke white stars in the moss of the Wonderlard
Trail. White foam flower adds a lacey effect. Tall
spikes of minute vhite lilies rise fran clumps of basket
grass, or ''bear !

Painted ap, or Indian Painthrush, canes in many
dhedes of red, from rose, magenta, flame and scarlet to
crimeon, garmet and vemilion, The red mimdus, showirg
little faces along stwesm barks, is a deeper shade of
carmine.

The bright vellow, daisy-like amica, the gold
cinquefoil, the canary yellow pioneer violet, the cream
Alaska spirea ard the montain dardelion add another
bard to the rairbow.

There is a green flower vhich is outstanding, the
false hellehore, The stalk rises forr or five feet into
the air, reminding one of a corn plant, ad the small
green flowers are arranged in drooping panicles.

. There are miltitides of blues in Agust - pale
forgetmenot blue, deep larkspur blue, cobalt lhipire bhue,
cenilean blie, Qwsicks speedwell blie. Gre
can stard on the trail and find twenty shades and as
meny plant species, reflecting the blue sky above!

Spreading phiox opens its blossars in a flat, fragrant
carpet against the ground ard especially beartiful when
seen against the rocks. Its colors range firam shell
pirk, mawme, archid ard lavender to pure white, while
the foliage is a grey green.

Shooting, stars brirg purple to the wet spots beside
melting snowbarks, in the early season. Their little
flowers, like tiny cyclamen, are sametimes called
'"Bird bills." The penstemns, pedicularis and asters
contirue the orchid and purple shades into the astum.
Truly, it is a rainbow of flowers.

My C. Houston

TESTIMNY PRESENIFD TO PRESIDENL'S
QOMMISSTON ON AVERTCANS QUIDOORS

On Jue 5, 1986, the following testimomy was given
on behalf of Munt Raimier Natiomal Park Associates:
Mr. Caimen and Commissiorers,

My name is Jares Baker, and I reside in Seattle, Wa.

T am makirg this staement today on bahalf of Mt. Raimier
Mational Park Asscciates (MAPA) for vhich T an a Trustee.
Our conservation orgamization was founded in 1985 to watch
over Mt. Rainier Natiomal Park. And in less than 2 years
time, MRXPA has grown to over 200 marbers — private
citizens all ~- who share a comon love for M. Rainier
ard a camon cocem for its protection.

I wish that T could report to the Comnission today
that the state of Mt. Raimier National Park were either
healthy or hopeful. Regrettzbly Mt. Rainier, this rations
fifth national park, and the very symbol of Washington
State, suffers from nost of the same ills as its sisters
in the National Park System. In my statement today, I

®)

would like to briefly apprise the Comissioners of the
Park's chief threats. _

Fxtermal Threats: Mt Rainier National Park is surr-
axded by three Mational Forests; the Mc. Baker-
Soqualmie, the Wenatchee, and the Gifford Pindhot.
Under it miltiple-use mandate, the U.S. Torest Service
can ard does permit timbering operations in the national
forest lands adjacent to the Park. Satellite photographs
obtained by MRPA umdistakably sow that clear-cuts
defire almost the entire westem boundry of the Park.
Tinbering also encroaches from the rorth and south.

Today clear-cuts on mational forest lands are
clearly visible fran inside the Park, degrading both
the scanery and the visitor's wildermess experience.

In addition, eviderce continues to mount that timber
operations in the Mt. Baker-Sroqualmie National Forest
have spawned an @q.‘)losim in the population of migratory
elk on Mt. Raimier's north slope.  Overpopulation of

the elk herds is wreaking havoc on the magmificent
meadows of the muntain's north slope.

In 1984, the Washington State Wilderness Act
established very large Wildermess Areas in the
Weratchee National Forest along the eastern border of
Mt. Raimier National Park, and designated several small
wildermesses on the Park's other boudries. The
designations prevent any lopging operatiors in these
adjacent tracts, tut more nees to be done.

Most of the boundries of M. Rainier National Park
follow straight survey lines, rather than hydrographic
or ecological lines. Consequently, wersgement of the
Mt. Rainier eco-region is fractred between the Forest
Service and the National Park Service. This sometimes
absurd arragament leaves the two agencies frustrated,
riorities blurred, and resources wasted. For example,
the Forest Service has lately pressured the Park Service
to corhct research on the northem spotted owl, despite
the fact the species is threatenad only on mational
forest lands, mot within M. Rainier National Park.

T 1985,MPA lanched a study of the Park's
borrries. We inted to release later this year a
citizens' proposal to enlarge the Park and desigpate
gpecial management zones in mational forest lads next
to the Park. Qur organization feels that the time has
care for rational bondries between the Park and the
mational forests, borders which protect park resources
first ad last.

Air Pollution: The setting for a jewel like M.
Raimier is, of carse, a big blue sky. Although the
federal Clean Air Act mandates Class T air quality
within the mational parks, the air at Mt. Rainier is
seldom very clean most of the sumer and fall., During
that season, slash bums from logging operations spread
a gray and yellow film across the skies of the Cascades
Rarge. Recent reports also indicate that acid precip-
itation is falling on the sensitive lakes ard forests
of Mt. Rainier.

(See "Testimory'' p. 7)




("Testimxy'’ p. 6)
Would you want to clinb to Mt. Rainier's summit just to

lock downr on a sea of pollution? When the awke rolls into

the Park, visitors see the montain's glaciers tum yellow
inhe, axd the horizon disappears altogether.

Frarkly, our menbers were shocked vhen the U.S. Bwiron-

mental Protection Agercy (FPA) and the National Park
Service agread last year rot to pramlgate standards to
potect integral vistas within natiomal parks. If the
EPA and the Park Service can mot or will mot protect this
critical resance at Mt. Rainier - the ability to see
far ard wide through clean air, then we hope that this
Cmnﬁsszmm.’llseekmtmystodoso.

Too My People:
to Mt. Rainier National Park is inappropriately heavy
visitation. The most taurist attraction in
Washington State, Mt. Rainier receives 1.5 to 2.4 million
visitors amually. That is a crushirg load for a
relatively smll park of 235,000 acres.

The Park Service recently summarized visitation this
way: "'The majority (of visitors) are fram the Seattle-
Tacam area. Up to 50 parcent of the total amwal
visitation occurs on weekerds and holidays, with about
%0 percent being on a day use tasis.' In other words,
pecple pack the Park in huge, indigestible lups, and
largely stay in their vehicles. If you want to see a
mational park loved to death, visit Mt. Rainier an a
sumy Labor Day weekerd.  'The roads are jamed, the
parking lots full, tut the cars keep streaming in amway.

Respording to this crush of humanity, the Park Service
has tried to develop bigger and better facilities in the
Park's frontcantry. Today vast asphalt parking lots
ard a camival atmosphere — not alpine meadows —
await the visitor at Paradise or Suwise. Instead of
a quet mment with natire, the visitor usually enjoys
moise and congestion with the himen herd, who picked
all the wildflowers several weekends ago.

In Femuay of this year, the Park Service releasad
a proposal to rebuild the road from the Nisqually
entrance at the Park’s southiest comer to Paradise on
the muntain's south flark. Under the Park Service
plm,wto%tteesmmldberarmedtomlemyfor

roadvay. All the trees existed before the
Park's creation; may are old-growth giants with trunks
3 feet or more in diameter. The ride from Nisqually to
Paradise has always delighted visitors with the chace
to experiance a deep, old forest that stands right wp
to the read. To provide a better highway, the Park
Service has proposad to ruin the very experience for

MRNPA opposed the Park Service proposal. We were
disappointed that the Park Service refused to study
whether or not the road cauld be repaved without ramwving
ay trees. Moreover, our organization asked the Park
Savice to consider reasonable altermatives, such as
a dhittle hus service, which would restrict traffic on -
the road to safer and acceptable levels. As I said

In aur opinion, the chief threat today

earlier, the problem in the Park is high caventrations
of visitations at pesk times. Redice the corcentrations,
ad you elimirate the need for a facy, treeless road.
To date, the Park Service has mot issued its fimal
decision on the Nisqally-Paradise Road, hut its
proposal is synptarstic of the threats posed by
imappropriately heavy visitation.

Given Mt. Raimier's beauty and its proximity to the
Seattle-Tacam metropolitan area, the natiomal park
will contirre to face such heavy visitation for the
foreseesble future. But following the Park Service
strategy of bigger and better facilities, we will event~
wlly pave the entire frontcantry and still face
traffic jamns on weekends ard holidays. Befare
further degradation of Park resources takes place,
MRPA recameds at least the following three steps:

1) Wilderress Desigration: Because the largest part
of visitation falls to the frontcomtry accessible by
notorized vehicles, we first need a clear and permanent
definition of the frontcomtry's 1imits. In o view,
the best wvay to do so would e to designate and protect
tackeantry lands within Mo, Rainier Natiomal Park under
the Wilderness Act of 19%64. While the Park Service
epared its recamerdations for Wildemess designatians
more than a decade ago, the Congress still has mot acted
m those recamerdations. Tdeed the National Park
Systenge:mllyl'ﬁslagedbd'ﬂrdinbﬁjdemess
desigpations

2)@& the National Park System: If people
had other mational parks to visit, perhaps they would
care to M. Rairder in smller ad nore acceptable
nutbers. However, this decade has been a droght
period for designation of new uiits in the National
Park Systam. The has ot ocaurred for lack
of good candidates in the Pacific Northwest or across
the United States. Wt we need is action fram the
3) Restriction o Visitation: At any one tine, the
lard can only take so many people in so many vehicles.
At Mr. Rainier National Park, we need to change
visitors' hebits and/or to Lirit the rurbers of visitors
during pesk periods. For eample, the Park cauld
conceivably absorb current visitation levels if
tramgjrtatlmtoParathseardStmsenEte;rovlded
by dhittle his service, instead of private vehicles,
or if more people would visit the Park on weekdays
rather than weekends. Either the Park Service
should restrict private vehicles, or it should limit
t}emrterofvisitorsdlﬁngpeakperiods. So far
the ggency has dore reither, and resists toth, The
Park Service claims that restrictions on private
vehicles are impractical. Althogh the ggercy has
received statutoxyautlmitytoset "t i
capacities” and "levels of acceptable change” for
rational park lands, the Park Service has mot even

(see 'Testm:m' b. 8)
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" ("estimony’ p. 8)
condicted the necessary studies, mrh less enforeed the
limitations on visitation.

As you know, inordinately heavy visitation is not
wiique to Mt. Rainier National Park. Consequently
the Cammission would do a great sexvice to the mation
in finding sohutions to this problem througout the
Natiomal Park System. Mr. (haivmen ard Conmissioners,
if MRNPA hed the power to put one issue at the top of
yar agada today, we would urge you to consider how
this nation will deal with visitors wo, by the crush
of their nurbers, are lovirg our national parks to
death.

Thark you very mxch for the opportnity to testify
(Fd. mote. The Presidential Canmission on Americans
Qutdoors has received its fimal testimay from around
the camntry, ad is now in the process of evaluating
the information it has received. Tt will isse its
recomerdations at a later date).

NPS DIRECICR WILLIAM MJIT

INIERVIEWED ON C-SPAN
MNational Parks Service Director William Mott was
interviewed Septerber 26th on G-SPAN (Cable goverrmental
affairs retwork) in a live call-in interview program.
M. Mott stated that the National Parks are in mxh better
shepe than they were 10 years ago.  The parks have seen
a 10% growth in visitors this sumer. last year there
were 300 million visitations to the parks. Mr. Mbtt
stated that the new pblic enhasis appears to be on
protecting the natural and cultural valies in o parks.
e feels we are row givirg visitors a "quality experience”
in our mational parks. Asked whether there vas a conflict
irherent in Park Service philosophy, he respoded that
it is now a halarcing act in preserving, protecting, and
providirg visitor facilities. Roger Garrett managed to
get through on the phones and ask Mr. Mott whether he
was awere of the potential impact of Forest Service
loggirg on the perimeter of Mt. Rainier National Park.
Mr. Mott responded that he was mow trying to work with
the variouss govermment agercies in findirg solutions -
to conflicting situations on federal lands. In the
interim he suggested working through the Park Superin-
terdent at Mt. Rainier.

PARK RANGFR SURVIVES. ..

A Ranger doing patrol duty on the boundry line, having
nn out of applies and being in immediate darger of
starving, told how he grabbed his trusty old gun for which
only one shell remained, and, going beyord the park line,
meravered around carefully, hinting diligently so as to
be sure to get the best possible results with oe shot.
Finally he came upm a brace of quail perched in a cluster
of trush close emgh together for both to te bagged with

ae sot. Carefully raising the gn, he fired. Imegine
his great joy when on ruming to the spot to pick up his
two quail he fard that he had killed six more, which
were on the other side of the bush and which he had ot
sem. Hearing a great comotion cut in a smll lake
rearty, he saw a big huck deer that had becare fright-
ened at the sard of his ghot ad had nn oat into the
lake ard bogeed down in the md. Dropping the quail,
he hirried ait into the lake and cut the hick's throat.
Tn carrying the deer aut, he sark down into the md
himself up over his boot tops. Upon reaching the shore,
Fe sat down and pulied the boots off to par aat the
vater axd ford in them a dozen nice fish. Placing the
quail, fish, and deer together so that they cauld be
more easily carried, he was struggling to get the load
on his dwoalders. This put a great strain on his
susperder buttons, and ane of these flaw off with

sich great force that it killed a rabbit a hudred
yards in the rear. (From 'th, Ranger!" Stanford U.
Press, 1928).

AW, ROK LOOKOUT HISTORY

Back in 1916, Arwil Rock Iookout became the
highest lookout in Washington State. It vas soon
by Me. Adams ad Me. St. Helens, hut at
9,58 feet it camanded a worderful view of the
Tatoosh Range, and could see as far as Mt. Jefferson
in Oregon, Becase of the great views from Awil
Rock, there was later great enthusiasm over huilding
a lockaut on Mt. Raimier's sumit. However, a
careful stidy of Awil's record of spotting fires
showed that it was frequently above the cloads,
in the clads, or in a snowstom! It was ariginally
corstnieted by the Forest Service, hut the Park
Service decided to man it in 1930 as a weather
station - which gave them good weather information
to pess on to climbers. Wallace Mead, who was 66
vhen he retired fron the lookout, mamed Awil Rock
every sumer fram 1923 throggh 1938, When be left
it was asbandored for mery vears. The order cam
from Washington, D.C. in 1990 that Awil Rock
Tookaut vas to be dismentled board by board, and
the nubble disposed of outside the park. However,
nysteriously, the huilding was Thit by Lightening
ad humed to the groad before this could ccar.
The Park Service did, however, dutifully dispose
of vhat remained autside of the park. The store
house was huilt at a cost of $879 ariginally, axd
aapola cahin was built later. (From 'lookouts
Firevatchers of the Cascades, Spring/Fish, 1981)



MT. RAINIER NATIONAL PARK ASSOCIATES TRAIL COMMITTEE

1986 WORK PARTY SIGN UP SHEET

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

1 think the Adopt—a-Trail progam sounds like one MRNPA Trail Commitee
- should be involved in YES N

If interested in Adopt—a—-Trail do you have a suggestion as to a trail
you would like us to adopt?

1958 TRAIL WORK PAaRTY
COUNT ME/US IN FOR THE WORK PARTY ON:

SEPTEMBER 86
{September 12th — 14th}

1/We am/are willing to help with one or more of the following chores
on the 86 Work Parties:

Sept. 86
Dinner
Transportation
Photography

First Aid

RETURN FORM TO:

ATt Kiehn

MRNPA Trail Committee
7359 9th Avenue Northwest
Seattle, WA 28117

(9)
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' MOUNT RAINIER NATIONAL PARK ASSOCIATES
MEMBERSHTP FORM
" DATE
NAME(S) INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP §$5 0
ADIRESS HOUSEHOLD MEMBERSHIP $8 A
CHECK HERE IF RENEWAL
PHOE () - ‘ (HE) CHECK HERE IF ADDRESS CHANGE g
« ) - (WCRK)
MEMBERSHIPS ARE VALID FROM APRIL - MARCH,
I AM INTERESTED IN HELPING DUES RECEIVED AFTER JANUARY 1 WILL
ON THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES: APFLY TO THE FOLLOWING YEAR,
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH CHECK
OR MONEY CROER PAYABLE TOs MRNPA, INC.
VILDERNESS [] WD TRAILS ar
WL W
WILDLIFE O WASTE MQfT 0 TO)  JEFF COULIEN, TREASURER
AIR QuaLITY [JaA vIsIrorR mPacT [ v MRNPA, INC.

SWMNER, WA 98390
WON'T YOU JOIN US?



