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President's Report

by Greg Johnston
Virginia State Lodge Conference

I had the pleasure to represent the U.S.
Park Ranger
Lodge at the
Virginia 2004
Bi-annual

Conference in

Ports-mouth, VA.

In atten-dance and

speaking in the
Conference

included National

FOP President

C h u c k

Canterbury,
Virginia Secretary of Public Safety John
Marshall (son of Justice Thurgood
Marshall), and several state and local

dignitaries.

Over the four-day conference, we covered
many topics regarding the nuts and bolts of
the Virginia State Lodge operation. A
majority of the time was spent in
discussion of and voting on Constitution
and By-Law changes and State Lodge
Executive Board elections.

I did have the opportunity to speak with

President Canterbury regarding Lodge and
Federal Officer issues. Among the topics
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were HR 218, Law Enforcement Officers
Equity Act, Federal Officers Coalition and
recruitment of new members. President

Canterbury is well versed and

knowledgeable on our issues and concerns.

Retirement Health Savings

Of particular interest during the conference
was a presentation by Mr. Kelly Bush from
ICMA. He presented and answered
questions about Health Retirement Savings
programs that his company offers. Many

employers are teaming up with ICMA to
provide their employees access to
Retirement Health Savings program.

Retirement Health Savings programs are a
tax-free contribution program similar to our
TSP, but the account is accessible to cover

insurance premiums, out-of-pocket
expenses, or prescription drug expenses at
retirement or an age determined by the
sponsoring agency. As it was explained to
us, this is a tax "loop-hole" that was left

open to encourage employers and employee
to contribute to this program to assist
retirement medical expenses.

The benefit to this program is that it is tax
free to contribute and is not taxed upon
withdrawal by members, spouses, or
qualified dependents for approved medical
related expenses. Upon the death of the
member, the fund is available to

spouse/dependents and then to
bene{iciary(ies) until the fund is depleted.
All is completely tax-free except for the
beneficiary to use the fund.

President Canterbury is negotiating with
ICMA to start a FOP sponsored RHS in

which FOP members will be able to

participate in. I will keep everyone posted
as this develops. For more information,
visit the ICMA website at

http://www.icmarc.org.

Associate Memberships

Are you looking for a good holiday or
birthday gift for a friend or family
member? How about a FOP Associate

membership! A $40 Associate
membership will provide your loved ones
with the Protection Ranger Newsletter,
keeping them informed and up to date on
Park Ranger issues. Involve your friends
and family members in the FOP's
grassroots effort to improve the safety and
funding of the NPS Law Enforcement
Program.

Chief Chambers Meeting

(http://chiefchambers.c.topica.com/ma

acAL3aa9wUbntAKGeaeQBgl/)
Chief Chambers Hearing: September 8,
2004

Dear Chief Chambers Supporter:
Chief Chambers sends her greetings and
wishes everyone well.

Things have been incredibly busy around
here that it's difficult to know where to

start. We are all working overtime to get

ready for the September 8th hearing before
the Merits Systems Protection Board
(MSPB) to challenge the actions that the
Department of Interior took against the
Chief. We will let you know exactly when

and where the hearing will be, so be on the
alert for future emails!

In the meantime, we have had the

leadership of the Park Service and Interior
in the PEER offices, under oath, answering
questions. It has been literally a rogue's
gallery of "responsible officials,"

including—

• Steven Griles, Deputy Interior Secretary

• Craig Manson, Assistant secretary and
his Deputy, Paul Hoffman; and




















