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Our Global Stature 
B Y G U S T A V O F . A R A O Z 

WHEN WE AMERICANS TALK ABOUT the World Heritage 

Convention, we are quick to point out with pride that it 

sprang from an American idea, that we were the first nation to 

ratify it, that Yellowstone National Park was the first site 

inscribed in the list, and that during the first 18 years of the 

convention, an additional 20 American sites were successfully 

nominated. We are right to be proud of having been instru­

mental in creating the most popular and widely ratified con­

vention in the history of the world. WORLD HERITAGE SITES 

are special in that they have outstanding universal value, 

which is a way of saying that they have the power to stir every 

human being. For me, this value is more than an intellectual 

construct. It is an overwhelming emotional perception that I 

get whenever I visit a world heritage site, whether it is Machu 

Picchu, the Parthenon, the Medina of Fes, or the Banks of the 

Seine in Paris. The genius that permeates each of these magi­

cal places reminds me in its own particular way that the 

capacity of the human spirit is infinite, regardless of the little 

slot that we may occupy in our millenary trajectory, IN THE 

UNITED STATES, we are fortunate to have many sites such as 

this. Some are already inscribed in the world heritage list, 

while many others are still waiting. In the ancestral Native 

American lands of the Southwest, Mesa Verde National Park, 

Chaco Culture National Historical Park, and Taos Pueblo are 

more than the majestic testimony of great feats of construc­

tion and profound aesthetic sensibility. They also speak elo­

quently of peace interrupted by epic human conflict, of pro­

found ties to the earth, and of the irreparable sadness in the 

face of paradise lost, IN THE EAST. Independence Hall, Mount 

Vernon, and Jefferson's Monticello inspire us with awe for the 

eternal human search for a Utopia where the spirit can soar. 

The miracle that so much talent could exist at one time in one 

place, and that it could then converge to create the American 

Republic, remains unfathomable. These places drive home the 

universal message that when faced with great adversity, one 

must act decisively and with honesty. AS AN IMMIGRANT AND 

A NATURALIZED AMERICAN, the Statue of Liberty is the U.S. 

world heritage site that speaks most eloquently to me, even 

though my personal immigration on a regularly scheduled Pan 

Am flight from Havana to Miami, in i960, lacks the drama and 

pathos of the halls of Ellis Island. I harbor no illusions that 

Miami International Airport—my personal Ellis Island—will 

ever be added to the world heritage list. This is because in spite 

of this personal connection, the authenticity and integrity of 

the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island pack an emotional punch 

far more powerful. The little island in New York harbor—the 

place of so much suffering and joy, desperation and hope, grat­

itude and regret—is emblematic of the emotional baggage that 

every immigrant carries for life. THERE is INHERENT VALUE IN 

all cultural sites, but rarely do they rise to the level of the world 

heritage list. The United States boasts dozens of places that 

speak eloquently to the universal condition, and of American 

mm There is inherent value in all cultural sites, but 

rarely do they rise to the level of the world 

heritage list. The United States boasts dozens of 

places that speak eloquently to the universal 

condition, and of American contributions that— 

for better and sometimes for worse—have 

changed the planet. WW 

contributions that—for better and sometimes for worse—have 

changed the planet. They range from humble places where the 

spark of a simple idea changed the world, to devices that broke 

the bounds of Earth itself and deposited men on the Moon. 

THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST brings a 

new excitement and opportunity. It is a chance to engage the 

international community, to invite people the world over to 

witness the American experience and its impact on humanity. 

The tentative list of U.S. sites recently nominated for inscrip­

tion on the list is a small but significant step in the right direc­

tion to ensure that these outstanding places will get the global 

recognition they deserve. 

Gustavo F. Araoz is President of the International Council of 

Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS). 
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Ghosts of Freedom 
Tracing the American story from the soft slopes of Italy's 
Apennines to the hard hills of Pennsylvania coal country, 
from a land of poverty to one of wealth and opportunity. 
BY JOE BAKER WITH PHOTOGRAPHS BY STEPHEN WILKES 

Heritage for the World 
Kin to the flag as icons, the nation's world heritage sites speak 
to the globe of beauty, inspiration, and enduring ideals, their 
images proudly displayed in an exhibition at the U.S. 
Department of the Interior Museum, BY JOE FLANAGAN 

News closeup 4 
Artifact 38 

Front: A long look down 
Corridor 9, on Island 3, 
what photographer 
Stephen Wilkes calls the 
"spinal cord" of Ellis 
Island's south side. 
© STEPHEN WILKES 

Back: Artifact of Carl 
Sandburg's early career 
selling stereograph 
images and viewers, 
with the poet pictured. 
CAROL HIGHSMITH FOR THE NFS 

MUSEUM MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, 

CARL 10901 
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NEWS 
CLOSEUP BEACON OF HOPE 

MIAMI'S NEWLY LANDMARKED TREASURE FACES A BRIGHT FUTURE 

Ellis Island might be the most famous entryway to America, but Miami boasts a more recent chap­

ter in the immigration story, whose ramifications are still rippling today. From 1962 to 1974, thou­

sands of exiled Cubans passed through its refugee center, the Freedom Tower, on their way to a 

life free of communism. Designated a national historic landmark in October, the tower was 

recently gifted to Miami Dade College by the city's Cuban-American Martin family. The institution 

plans to turn at least part of what college president Eduardo Padron calls a "public treasure" into 

a museum to commemorate the city's Cuban heritage. "They are the perfect custodian," says 

Becky Roper Matkov, CEO of Dade Heritage Trust, a local preservation group. 

SCHULTZE AND WEAVER, A PROMINENT NEW YORK ARCHITEC­
TURE FIRM, DESIGNED THE EDIFICE—BUILT IN 1925 FOR THE 
MIAMI NEWS, A NOW DEFUNCT NEWSPAPER. MODELED AFTER 
SEVILLE'S GIRALDA TOWER, IT FEATURES A COPPER WEATHER VANE, A 
MURAL OF AN OLD WORLD NAVIGATIONAL MAP, AND A BAS-RELIEF 
DEPICTION OF QUEEN ISABELLA OF SPAIN. IT'S A CLASSIC BEAUTY 
AMIDST THE MODERN GLASS-SHEATHED SKYSCRAPERS DOWNTOWN. 

Matkov says her group is happy the cupola-topped structure finally has an owner with a real use. Although 

intermittently a banquet hall after a 1988 renovation, the place had a hard time attracting business, often left 

vacant and vandalized. It's in good shape again, thanks to a restoration in 2000, even weathering the threat 

of being dwarfed by a proposed 62-story condo next door. 

The tower earned its reputation as the "Ellis Island of the South" after Fidel Castro's 1959 rise to power. 

Thousands of desperate Cubans sought asylum in the United States. At the peak of immigration in 1962, over 

1,800 arrived weekly, until the Cuban Missile Crisis put a halt to it. The exodus resumed when Castro opened 

the doors to anyone with relatives outside of Cuba. Between 1965 and 1973, flights into Miami brought over 

a quarter million Cubans. 

The Freedom Tower helped with medical care, surplus food, resettlement assistance, and monthly stipends. 

"A material and emotional refuge" is how Robert Chisholm, a Miami architect who migrated with his family 

as a boy, recalls it. As the Freedom Tower's national historic landmark nomination points out, it was the 

height of the Cold War, and America considered assistance critical in the name of democracy. "As a result," 

says the nomination, "the Cuban exodus was viewed unlike any previous wave of immigration." It is a migra­

tion that continues today, with 20,000 Cubans allowed into the country legally per year, and no shortage of 

applicants. 

Schultze and Weaver, a prominent New York architecture firm, designed the edifice—built in 1925 for the 

Miami News, the city's first newspaper, published for 92 years starting in 1896. Modeled after Seville's Giralda 

Tower, it features a copper 

weather vane, a mural of an Old 

World navigational map, and a 

bas-relief depiction of Queen 

Isabella of Spain. It's a classic 

beauty amidst the modern glass-

sheathed skyscrapers down­

town. 

Padron says the college wants 

to honor not only its architec­

ture, but its history. Only the 

lower floors are currently open 

to the public but eventually 

Miamians will get a chance to go 

all the way to the top. 

"It points to the sky and says 

that here, in this country, you are 

free to pursue your dreams," 

Padron says. "That's why we call 

it the Freedom Tower. And why 

we can't just let it disappear." 

For more information, contact 

the Dade Heritage Trust at (305) 

358-9572, visit the Miami Dade 

College website at www.mdc.edu, 

or call (305) 237-8888. Read the 

NHL nomination online at www. 

nps.gov/history/nhl/designations/ 

samples/fl/FreedomTower.pdf. 

Right: The Freedom Tower, 
Miami's former immigration 
center, was just designated a 
national historic landmark. The 
city's Cuban-American Martin 
family gifted it to Miami Dade 
College, which plans to turn at 
least part of it into a museum. 
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There is great potential in what Araoz calls the "extraordinary" 
model of the national heritage area, where across entire swaths of 
America—from Louisiana's Cane River to Virginia's Shenandoah 
Valley—oral traditions, performing arts, and traditional knowledge 
and craftsmanship are celebrated and preserved along with the built 
legacy and the cultural landscape. "This is something we could take 
to an international level," he says. 

With the growth of global tourism, world heritage sites have soared 
in popularity, presenting a great opportunity. This sometimes has a 
price for both fragile sites and their communities. Many places simply 
do not have the infrastructure to accommodate tourists. The econom­
ic ramifications can be socially and environmentally disruptive. 

The World Heritage Alliance, established by the United Nations 
Foundation and Expedia, "is trying to bring the tourist industry on 
board with the concept of world heritage and what it means," says 
Morris. "But it is also trying to make some of the benefits of tourism 
available to communities so they'll have a vested interest in preserv­

ing the sites." The Mesa Verde cliff dwellings, in southwest Colorado's 
remote tablelands, embody both the problem and the promise. The 
sight of them, carved into the wall of a vast canyon at the end of a wind­
ing road over endless flatland, simply amazes. It amazed the two cow­
boys who happened on it in 1888, tracking lost cattle through the snow, 
and it renders visitors the world over speechless in any language. With 
its visual drama and 700 years of Native American life, Mesa Verde was 
the first American cultural site inscribed on the world heritage list. It 
also remains one of the most fragile. 

"Geotourism"—responsible travel that protects sense of place 
while providing financial incentive for preservation—is the goal of a 
partnership among the National Park Service Office of International 
Affairs, the National Geographic Society, the U.N. Foundation, and 
Expedia. Through its promotional brochure, "12 Things to Know 
About Your World Heritage," National Geographic promotes hiring 
local guides, patronizing local establishments, and respecting the 
environment. Expedia donates profits from trips booked through its 
website to the Friends of World Heritage Fund. Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park, San Juan National Historic Site, and Everglades 
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WITH ITS VISUAL DRAMA AND 700 
YEARS OF NATIVE AMERICAN LIFE, 
MESA VERDE WAS THE FIRST AMERICAN CULTURAL 

SITE INSCRIBED ON THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST. IT 

ALSO REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST FRAGILE. 

National Park are part of a pilot program with the World Heritage 
Alliance in which the parks conduct focus groups and carry out 
training and outreach with the tourism industry. These efforts pro­
mote both the importance and the fragility of the sites, helping to 

spread the message to the ever­
growing traveling public. 

The architects of the World 
Heritage Convention may not 
have known how prescient their 
vision would be 30 years into the 
future. While technology has 
made the world smaller, its differ­
ences appear starker and more 
irreconcilable than ever, and cri­
sis—political, economic, environ­
mental—seems a natural feature 
of the international landscape. 

The idea of a common history—the heritage of humanity itself—is uni­
fying, ultimately healing, and as enduring as the places we honor. 

For more information, visit the World Heritage web site at http:// 
whc.unesco.org/. For more on the National Park Service and its work 
with world heritage, go to www.nps.gov/oia/topics/worldheritage/ 
worldheritage.htm. The exhibit "World Heritage Sites in the USA: 
A Thirtieth Anniversary Celebration" is on display at the U.S. 
Department of the Interior Museum until February 6. For more 
information, contact Hunter Hollins at (202) 208-4659, email hunter_ 
hollins@nps.gov. A host of U.S. world heritage sites are featured in 
the National Park Service Teaching with Historic Places series of 
lesson plans, online at www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel. 

Above: Among the royalty of American places, Yellowstone 
National Park has captured the imagination of the world. Right: 
The cliff dwellings of Mesa Verde National Park in southwestern 
Colorado, one of the most compelling artifacts of early America. 
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IN THE ROLLING COUNTRYSIDE OUTSIDE 

Philadelphia, the neo-
Romanesque mansion appears 
like a vision from medieval 
Europe. Glencairn, part of a reli­
gious community that established 
itself here in the late 19th centu­
ry, is one of the rarest buildings in 
the nation. PENNSYLVANIA INDUSTRI­

ALIST John Pitcairn, a prominent 
member of a Christian denomina­
tion known as the New Church, 
bankrolled what would come to 
be known as Bryn Athyn—three 
massive residences for his extend­
ed family, one of them Glencairn, 
plus a cathedral—in one of the 
most unique building projects in 
American history, ACCORDING TO 
THE NOMINATION for the recently 

declared national historic land­
mark district, Bryn Athyn "com­
prises an exceptional and endur­
ing essay of the American Arts 
and Crafts Movement." While the 
Gothic and Romanesque are very 
much part of the buildings' 
imposing presence, the arts and 
crafts vision predominates, THE 
PROCESS THAT YIELDED the master-

works is no less remarkable than 
the end product. The project cre­
ated its own medieval guild sys­
tem, convening a small army of 
skilled masons, carpenters, metal 
fabricators, and glassmakers who 
would exercise their creativity 
and work outside the confines of 
blueprints. Plans were eschewed 
for improvisation, GLENCAIRN TOOK 

SHAPE an inspiration at a time. 
Built between 1927 and 1938, it 
has more than 100 rooms on 11 
floors, rich with handcarved 
woodwork, elaborate tile mosaics, 
and stained glass. Today it is a 
museum dedicated to the history 
of religion, exhibiting art and 
artifacts from a wide variety of 
cultures, READ THE NHL NOMINATION 

ONLINE at www.nps.gov/history/ 

nhl/designations/samples/pa/Bryn 
Athyn.pdf. 
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The National Park Service preserves unimpaired the natural and cultural 
resources and values of the National Park System for the enjoyment, education, 
and inspiration of this and future generations. The Park Service cooperates with 
partners to extend the benefits of natural and cultural resource conservation 
and outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world. 
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by the U.S. Government. 

Common Ground is published quarterly. To read online, subscribe, or update 
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Washington, DC 20240, or call (202) 3S4-2277, fax (202) 371-5102, 
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Peer-reviewed biannual periodical with articles, research reports, book reviews, and 
more. To subscribe or read the journal online, go to www.nps.gov/histony/CRMJournal. 

HERITAGE NEWS 

Monthly e-newsletter with information on grants, laws, policies, and 
activities of interest to the heritage community. Go to www.nps.gov/history/ 
HeritageNews to subscribe or read online. 
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