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UNITED STATES
TEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service
Zion and Bryce Canyon National Parks,; Utah

Vol. : No. 6
Zion-Bryce Nature Notes Nov.—Dec., 1954

This bulletin is issued monthly for 'the purpose of giving: 'infor-
mation to those interested in the natural history and scientific fea-
tures of Zion and Bryce Canyon’ National Parks. Additional copies of
these bulletins may be obta:med free of charge by those who can make
use of them by addressmg the Superinterdent, Zion National Park, Utah.
PUBLICATIONS USING THESE NOTES SHOULD GIVE CREDIT TO ZION-BRYCE NATURE
NOTES.
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P. P. Patraw, Superintendent Qe C,\ Presnall Park Naturalist
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ANHMNL AND JBHP]D@ OF

PYML CANYON N/\TH@NAIL ]DAIQK
By s s ’Dresnoll

Although the ‘chief -attractions at erce are scenlc and gecloglc, there
is great interest in the wildlife of the region. Both tirds and mammals
are more dbundant in Bryce than in Zion, tut unfortunately many of : the ques-
. tions which v1sitors ask cbout them have hal to go unanswered or poorly
answered for lack of deflllte infomation. Bryce is a new park, and the
fauna has not yet been studied very ciooelv, but & compilation of infor-
“mation accumulated to date may be useful to ‘both Park Service men and visi-
tors, untll suoh tlme as an' 1ntens"ve survey -can’ be completed.

The follow1ng tabulatlon of blrdu and nnxmdls 1s intended only as a
prellmlnary list -that is far from. 00mplete At *epresents the writer's
observations at odd tlmes‘during the past eighteen months, together with
notes from other observers credited in the. text.. Only a slight amount of
collectlng ‘héas bteen done in the park, hence the subspecific.status of many
forms is' 35111 unkwown, dueh utatus is omitted except where specinens are
‘available, or where Subupebleu' 2 be idcnt:fled ty 31ght, or where it is

;.. -Teasonable to believe thit the Prvce'forqs are 1doptlcal with known forms

in the vieinity. The sign "#" irdicates study ‘skins or mounted specimens

!

s - : ., ndmals | v o1 el

Bats = Several k1HQ¢ are ‘geen dhrlng qu1nmr‘rmrths but nothing is known
congerning thcm, neither is enything kpown about Shrews, al-
though it is quite possible that they live in-the. park.
Bears - A smull Black Bear Euarctos ammericanus was killed in Camptell Can-
' . yon in 1922; none have been seen since then. Mr. Ruby Syrett
and Ranger. Cope. both .say that -black znd grizzly bears used to
‘eross the Bryce regioa at’ irregular intervals, acpporently
traveling tetween the. Paronan Mountains on the west and the
.Escalante Mountains on the east. Bears are still found in
both ranges, although rurcly. R aiand s

Mountain Weasel Mustela arizonensis - Quite cormon. It has been seen pur-
suing chipmunks, which are probably its chief diet, and which
are very abundante.
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Skunks - Spotted skunks are cecmmen in the lower canyons, and one stayed

S at Bryce Lodge durirg the winter of 1931-32, becoming very
tame (Cepe). Striped skunks arc rare, and usuwl 1y at higher
elevations.

Badger Taxidea tcxus - Fairly common, expecially omn the rim.

H*H"F"% Vulpes macroura - Occasionally scen in the highest portions of the
park; one bei:rg noted near the Natural Bridge in August, 1934.
Apparently they have aluays been uncommou, and trapplrg out-
+-side the perkihas vnde fhom more se. j ;

Gray Fox. Urocyon ginereoargerteus ssg” - Quite .coprion 1n the Upper Sonoran

- Zone below the rim, shere they are frequently trapped outside

the parke JAt is possible thet this .subspecies is seottii,

but - loo 1 trlppurs goy it lools redder thon the Arizona

foxcs. (Cope) .

Mountain Coyote Canis lestes - Iuch more common then in Zion, expccially

~— ir. portions of-the park.still grazed by sheep.

Rocky Mountair. Cougnr. Felis oregonensis hlppOIbStPS - A few wander through
fhe park nt times, so that therc is probably ot least one with-
in the boundarics at any giver tire. It should be borne in

+ ° "+ nind that the park‘is so'-sriall and narrow (55 sq.imi.)’ averaging
slightly over 2.mi. Wwide) thst it is in no sense a game san-
ctuary for any of -the wide ranging s;ecies,Isuch as this ore,

b " or coyotes, or ‘deer. # :
Beiley Bobcat Lynx baileyi - Fairly corvaon throughout .
Merriot _F“RBEkchucL lMnrmota Tlaviventris englhardti - Often seen on White-
"an Bernch and other Canadisn Zone habitats. For several:ycars
@ pair has lived on Bryce Point, where visitors often sce them. #

Rock Squirrel. Otospertiophilus grazmurus ubtah - Often seen in the Upper

7 Sonoran Zone, but on the riry they are almost entilrely roplqced

by the followirg swmcics.: #

Say Ground’ Soulrre] C"llOSpOTHOphllUS 1. lateralis — . Quite numerous on the

=l

= . iky = Tpir, wherc they are often ristakenly ealiled. "big chiprunks".
“he dack of: otrlpes [ex! the hcvd dlstingulshbs then frdm chlp—
Huks. # 3 :

Utuh.Prnlrle—dop Cylo;ys parvidens - There are only two small Prairis-dog

T thtms il the park: one noor Fa irylend (on the rim)’ and -another
' ' about two riiles rarther noith. A total of 1mout tﬂoldbzen

occupied burrows. # '

Wasetch ChlE unlk, Eutaiias mininus 00“so*rinus - This species and the fol—

~ ITowing onc are very nLumerqus:in sll parts of the pork. This
one can be distirguished by its siicll size and gray shoulders,
the shoulders of -the I“yo Chlpmunk belpg Teddlmh buff like: . ©

- the sides. # ; .

IP/O ChlpﬂUuL|EutCulﬂS qua derltt&tus inyoensis .- Very Qbundaut belng al-

T ot tuice s nurnierdus: ag) tihe ‘proceeding spocies. #- - e

Red Sq__rrel Sciurus -sp? - Rather uhcohdon,ielthough rureTous. about ten

< —ybrirs ago (Syrett). I hrve scen o“ly tno families, one at

‘Boat Mountein, ‘ohd ‘one at’ U.- P. Springe # - =9

Pocket Gophcrs - .Abundant -cverywhere, but no St901vons have been taken for

T identificntion.: g o oa it
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Sohoran White-footed Mouse. Peroiyscus maniculatus sonoriensis - This

T Tiouse is universal throughout the park, but does not seem to
‘e as numerous as in ‘the lower elevatlons of Zion. No other
Whlte—footedeousa has been taken .in Bryce thus fars #

Wood Rat. Neotoma sp? — A smoothr-tailed Wood Rat lives cormonly ih+the’, :
Upper sonoran Zone; but its specific status is not known.

Lenming Mouse. Lagurus sp? - One spéciren, as yet not identified, was taken

in sagePrush near a dry meadow on October 11, 1934, in the
daytime. It had two yellow pine seceds in its mouth. Thirty-
three trap nights in the Samc locality failed to yleld other
speciriens: (excepting 4 Peromyscus ). #

Yellow-ha1red Porcupine Erethizon e. epixanthum - Coron throughout the
pafli_~ % concentration of porcupines around Bryce Lodge has
led many persons to believe that they are too nurcrous in the
park, tut very careful study shows that they are no norc
nurierous: than.in Zion, ond less nudsrous than at Codar

- BrecKs.. # -
’ Jack Rabblts —,Tnlce I have secen J*cks in Bryece, but not ‘close onough to
T T obsérve: whctner they were. white-tailed or' black-tailed.
Black Hllls Cottontail Sylvilaczus nuttallii grangeri = Comon in the Up-
~ . per Sonoran Zone, espe01nlly in the 1owest portlono of the
park.

Avierican: Blk. Carvus c. canadensis - Now extinet in thls reglon but one

B T reportéd killed in Willis Créek many years ago by a Mr.

; Johnson of Carnonville (Cope). A ruch woathered portion of a

skull and antler was found 1n Wlllls CTOLK in 1932, and is

| pow, in the Bryce Museuri.

Mule Doer OdOUOAIGUS henionfs nacrotus - Connon thrOughout except on the

- ..rin in winter. The. deer ‘of Utah' have been classified by
. :Barnes (Uteh Marrals , U. of Utah, 1987) as Chichuahua Mule
T Deer, chnus, .except in the extrche north where typical
henloquhls,fourd., On this basis the deer.of Zion were so
designated in Niture Notes, Vol. 6, No, 2. Ldter study, how-
< v, GYver, 1egds rne-t0 belicve that cnrus range’ far to the south
.. __ of Utah, “and: that all hemionus: in. jhe stute should be classi-
% ‘“,fied as nacratus (Sﬂy). :

’

: Blrds

The ‘soventy férﬁs’nm a4 iL,the Lollnw1ng condcnsed 1list represent
only’ & portion of ‘the: Bryco. averUnao All bird students will appreciatc
the llluﬁatmons of this list when it ’ is realized that vory few obser-
.vations. have been 1ade -bhetweonr the, 1Ast of October and the riiddle of June;
and that.-‘evor. during the ronrinrng four and omnd=haif nonths (of both 1933
and 1934) observations. were, wkde only at odd noments spared from a busy
. schedule of other tasks. For @st of thc June observations, the writer
.. o8 indébted. to chﬁer-Natur“ll t°G. Yy Croft, and to lirs. J. U. Kelly, of

‘Berkeloy, California... : :
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Turkey Vulture. Cathartes aurc septentricnalis. One at Sunset Point,
Septerber 17, 1934.
Sharp-shinned Hawk. Accipiter v. velox. One at Bryce Point, Aug. 29, 1934.
Coopor BAawks Ac.:plter coopori. One at Rainbow Point, Sept. 17, 1934.
ﬁeﬁ—%aiWHuwlc. Buteo borealis eolurus. Cormion throughout. #
Smnnmutoo svairsorLi. OCormion, st least in swrer. #
GoIden 'Ifa{;Io. Agplln crysz etos cancdensis. One ot Rainbow Point,
'~ Octoter 20, 1934. “#.. .
Prairie Felcon. Falco rexiennus. Noted: June 15, 1934.
Sparrow Hawks Foloo sparverius sSp? Fdrij?‘ cormion throughout.
3 %rouqe. Ccrdragapus 0. obscurus.’ Probably .o  resident, but thus far
;- ..., hoted only during Septenber and October, on the. rin.
Wes’tern Journiz Dove., Zez.mdura naeroura murglnellu. Noted June 16,
e Tt o T§.é« s :
Horned Owl. Buko' virginianus ssp? F-urly cormon throughout.
Ni gﬁfﬁc? Chordeiles sp? .One near Bryce Point, August 23,'1934.
White~throatcd owift. heronautus s. saxatalis. Corion swmer visitent. #
Blnck-chiined ﬁuxbu.rﬂ'blag Avchilochus alexandris Corron. A
Brocd-tailod Hurn. Hurpinghird. Selasphorus p. platycercus. Humers are. very
—'—_—cogrxo.- throuzhout the park in surzer, but the relative num-
bers of the two species here listed is not known. Judging
‘f . - by their distributior inr Zion, I would judge the Broad-
teiled to be the prodonlnate species on the rin, and the
Black—chlu. ed most cormon ir the -canyous.:
Red—sht.fted Flickor. Cclaptcs cc.fer colluris. Probably the nost cormon
T TWoodpooker in the park. F : ¥
Lems «Voodgeckor. Asyndesius lewis. One scen or;_ the rin, Scptember 10,
1934, by idredy Borell.: . # R
: 'Red—r.aped Sa*:suclfer. Sphyrapicus varius nachaliss ~Corron ariong the
—O0aks aud other deciduous trees téldw. the rim. #-..:
4 ~-Nata11e Sagsuc%er. Sphyraplcus thyrcideus rataliac.” 'Co*ar*on on conifers
BT elow the riri. Lass comfion'on thé rirl. Wi ¢
}Lulry &Jcodpecker. Dryobatcs villosus ssp? ‘Coirion throughout. It is rot
yet knﬂwn whether the .for: at Bryce should " be classu‘led as
L wonticola or leuccthorgetise |
: Gassn' Kihgbird Tyrainus voCiferars. ‘Noted on June 15, 1934.
“ Wiﬁroaf“mgcqtcher. iMyiarchus c. cinerascons. A pair nested at the
¢hecking station in Tune, 19034 (Ranger Fagergren).
Western Weod. Pevee. Myiochgnes ra richardsoni. Noted, in June, 1934. #
'OTi_"é——mmImcher. Nuttallornis-iesoleucus. MNoted in June, 1934.
Viclet-gree groenﬁmii\ . Taohycinots thalasalnd lepida. Cormon surmer
A - —4
visTtag.  #
Northern Cliff Swallow. Petrcchelicdon -a. nlbifrous. A surmer visitant,
SN W ﬂi‘ﬁﬂ._-]fcss cormion that - the preceeding.
‘Ro lgc ‘Aourtain Jay. ‘Periscreus cancdensis capitalis. A few noted in late
! eptenber and October, cn the rim; apperently nests at higher
; elevationss - #
oréﬁg-cresteu .T'1y. Cyzmoeitt.a stelleri diadcmata. Resident, but nowhere
_nuncrous; few stay on the rin during the w1nter.
Anerican Raven. Corvus corax sinuatus. Cormon resident.
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Pinon Jay. Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus. Cormon resident, especially in
the lower portions. -
Clark Nutcracker. Nucifraga columhlana. Resident; prctably the nost
ety espeemesve—————— M :
cormion of the Jay and Crow fanily in Bryce.
lountaiy-Chickadee. Penthestes g. gambeli. Cornion resident throughout.. #

Gr ray Titmouse. ﬁaeolophus inornatus-griseus. Numercus at Boct Hountfiin
=Tt . 1in October, 1933, . . )

Rocky Mcuntain Nuthatch. Bitta carolinensis nolsonl.. Cormai” r951donf
=——mroughout: L
Red-breasted Nuthateh. Sitta- carndensis.3_ﬂare; cne-noted on the rin on
= October 11, 1933, T R CHAFT R R
Black-cared Nuthntch,_Simta, naeanelanctus. . Corpion resident in coni-
—  Terous forest throughout, especially in thé Yellow Pines,

i ‘wheme it is: very nunenous; byi-far the riost cormon bird in the
< park,’ exeept Jerhaps during nigration when sofe other species
* " pay be nore abundant for a few days. # :
Creepg « Uerthia farmiliaris ssp? Noted in JUne on the Pime Tha sub—'f
species ‘will doubtless prove fo be Hontana.’ e
Westernd Hehse'Wren. Troglodytes aedon parkmani.: One noted in a dead tree
= stub on the Navajo Treil (Upper Sonqran) June 16, 19345 =
Canyon ‘Wren. Cathorpes: rexicanus conspersus. Fairly cormon 1n the Upper
i~ -Sonoran Zone,!but ‘not yet ncted or-the rim.’ # ¥ o 22
Western Robir. Turdus migratorius propinguus. Cormon surrdr visitaﬁ%
-~ - .and very cormion maigrant, in the fall at leqst.‘ :

AuduhOn Hbrnit Thrush Hylocxchlu ruttata nudubcnl. Notea in Septeﬂber ‘?

in the park. o Foid s
Chesthut-backed Bluebird. Sialia mexiepana balrdl. Seen ;n fqlr numbers
O the Tinm ?rmn June to Octobiar. . i «.
Mountain Bluekird. Sialia curruccides. More cOmnon than the preceedlng. #
Towns end enﬂ Bolitaire. Myaddstes ‘townsendi: Common r351QGnt, abun@ant dur— T
ng rgretion, 2t least in the fall (8ept.=08%.)" ’ T
Wéstern Gnqtcdtcher. PQlloptllq cneruleu adoenlssina. Noted JUne 15;
Ruby>crowned Klnglet Corthx;lo calendulu ssp? Several seen on %he PIE,;
'_—“—*”‘"**—Séﬁféﬁﬁéi 19, 1934, .. . A :
Plunmbeous Vireo. Vireo solltarlLs plulbbus-“ Connon summer v151tant.
assin Vireo. Vireo solitarius cassini. Migrant,: apparently UNCOrTIQN & -
I have difficulty in distinguishing the notes,of ¥HESE " tWO =
vireos, and seldon get close enough to see thelr slight, but
definite, differences in plurage; hence it is impossible to
say whether er.not the Cassim is corrypn in migration, al-
though I have beer able to identify but one.
Virginia Warbler. Vermivora virginiae. Ncted June <15, 1934.
Iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ"WEfEIé?T Dendroica a. ‘auduboni. Obserde fron June 15 to Qctober
15 Sut nc evidence of nesting us;yet.
Black-throated ray Warbier. Iendroica\hi?rqscens. Several seen on the
rirl June Ve : ‘.. o - & '
errant, one seen at Boat Moun-

Townsend Warbler. Dendroics townSemd;.
= . tain, October 7, - 1933x .. -
Grace YWarbler. Dendrcica g. araciaeni Aﬂ¢ﬂle waa seen and heard sznelng,
iear Bryce Lodfge on Scpterbey 19; 1554.
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'{estgrn Meadowlark » Sturnella nezlecta. Ruther unreorrion surrier visitant;

a et *'T'éﬁ'é_éaen at the checkini station, June 8, 1934.

Brcwcr Blackbird. Euphaogus ¢. cyandcephalys. O ,;uoust 29, 1934, I saw a
ock of 15 fily up, freom the Foria Valley, and over Bryce Point

toward ‘the Scvier ‘ﬁvor.

- Western; Tanager.  Piranga ludovic 1an as Sunmer visitoant, apparently not

- -

Very CCrIolte v
Rocky . Mo;mto.ln Grosteckes Hedvmeles ru.lanocephulus papagos. Noted June 15,
¢ - U4. # i

flestern uvemnh' Grosbeak. Hesperiphons vespertina brcoksi. 4 small flock
= I..wos soeh &t Bryce loint, Septenber 11, 1934, by Adrey Borell.
Cassin Purple Finch. Carnclacus cass 3“"1. Cormon swmer visitant.
R@')uoummr Tine Grosbeak. Pinicoela.gnueleator nontana. Observed on
g' tThe Tio c'ﬂﬁ‘i'i.‘""cptcnbor Bt none seen ‘earlier.
Plne ;g 19. -Spinus p. pinus. Cornon durlng_ SUI].."‘E:Z‘ and fall; winter
, - stotus! ulikidin. F o s e
Grenn-baclged Goldfinch. Spirus psaltrm hesperophllus. Noted June 15, 1934
Ber\di TC GrossPill. Loxid cyrvircstya, beadirei. Resitdent on the rin;

_ Bone vintering in the lowexr conyolse #

rcen—-t..‘xged Towhco. Oberholsoria CHIOFUFA. CCrron-surmer visitant. #
S& H TowHee Fipilo maculatus nontenus.. Often scen in the canyons,
& especmlly in thickets of Réq Birch’ "It will dcubtless be
found on the rin, alsc. i
Westegn Vos;o_or porrovwe. Eooccetes graminous confinis. A flock of 100
) \ras"ééﬁﬁ_ﬁcar “the nofth dboundary on September 10, 1934, by
. . Adrey Borell. .#
zes*,__c.orn L_a_\_x_-}g_ Sparrow.. Chondestes” r"ra*n‘mcns strigatus. Several scen on
.+ tMe rin during surner ménths.
§ Eggl\. Juncoc. Junco s. shufeldti. Cormon nigrant, ot least in the fall.
Grpg—heaﬂéﬁ"ﬂ'ﬁnco. “Junco ‘caniceps. " Comiaon during swmer and fzll; winter
PR ST '.' %3 WS unl(nO"m. #
Tiestern Chipping " Sparmw.’ u'plzélla p: {sSering nrizc-xm'o. Cormnen sutmer
e, visitant ThAToughoub. ;, :
] Gambel .Sparrov. Zonatrlchia 1ouccf‘l‘rvs ganbelis féi{;rant, at least in the
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