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" ANIMALS AND' BIRDS OF 
BEYCE CANYON NATIONAL PARK 

. . By C.C "Pre'snoH • 

; Although the chief -a t t rac t ions at Bryce are scenic and geologic , there 
i s g rea t ' i n t e r e s t in the wi ld l i f e of' the r eg ion . Both b i rd s and mammals 
are more' abundant in Bryce than in Zion, but unfor tunate ly many ofjthe ques­
t ions which v i s i t o r s ask about them have had to go unanswered or poorly 
answered for lack of de f in i t e information. Bryce i s a new park, and the 
fauna has not yet been s tudied very c lo se ly , but a compilation of i n fo r -

• matron accumulated, to date may be. useful "to both Park Service men and v i s i ­
tors . , u n t i l 'such , time as an ' in t ens ive survey 0311' be completed* 

, , , The following, t abu la t ion of b i rds -'and..animals i s intended..only as a 
..preliminary l i s t t h a t i s far from .complete .• ' I t r epresen ts the. w r i t e r ' s 
observations at odd times: during the pas t ' e ighteen , months, together with 

, notes from other observers credi ted in the- text..• Only- a s l i g h t amount of 
co l l ec t ing has been done in the park, hence the sufcspeciffi-e s t a t u s of many 

..forms i s ' s t i l l unknown; such s t a t u s i s omitted 'except .-where specimens ore 
available ' , ' or where subspecies can' b 'e-identi fied by s i g h t , or where i t i s 

;. reasonable to be l ieve tha t the Pryce forms are iden t i ca l - with known forms 
in the v i c i n i t y . The sign "$" ind ica te s study skins or mounted specimens 

.... at, e i t h e r Zion;or Bryce Museums. . • 
' . ' ' 

•. ( •. Animals ; — ••-•; " .. 

Bats -' Several kinds are 'Seen during summer' months, but nothing is known 
conperning them; neither is anything known about Shrews, al-

• though it is quite possible that they live- in-.the.. park. 
Bears - A small Black Bear Euarctos ni'jsricanus was killed in Campbell Can-

.. yon in 1922; none have been seen since then. Mr. Ruby Syrett 
and Ranger Cope, both.say.that-black and grizzly bears used to 
cross the Bryce region at Irregular intervals, apparently 
.traveling between -the. Paroigm Mountains 'on the wast and the 
.Escalante Mountains on the ,'ea.st.: Bears are still found in 
both ranges,' although rarely. ' • '-:' --...'. 

Mountain Weasel. Mustela arizonensis - Quite common. It has been seen pur-
suing chipmunks, which ore probably its chief diet, and which 
are very abundant. 
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Skunks - Spotted skunks are common in the lower canyons, and one stayed 
at Bryce Lodge during tho winter of 1931-32, becoming very 
tome (Ccpo). Striped skunks are rare, and usually at higher 
elevations. 

Badger. Taxidoa taxus - Fairly common, especially on the r i n . 
TfcTThlTrc. Vulpos nacrourc - Occasionally seen in the highest portions of the 

park; one being noted near the Natural Bridge in August, 1934. 
Apparently they have always been uncommon, and trapping out-

; ;'-side the park1 has made then more so. r-\ . • ,-; ; \ .. 
Gray Fox.lUrocyon' cir.eivoargo;tous ssp? - Quite .common in the Upper Sonoran 

Zone below the rim, 'where they are frequently trapped outside 
$he, park,.'. I t .is possible that this .subspecies is s co t t i i , . 

j . ' • but local, trappers.say i t looks redder than the Arizona 
foxes. (Cope). 

Mountain Coyote. Canis lestes - Much more common than in Zion, expocially 
~rfTportions of'the" park s t i l l grazed by sheep. 

Roc ley Mountain Cougar. Felis oregonensis hippolostes - A few wander through 
the park at t ines, so that there is probably at least one with­
in the boundaries at any given t i ne . I t should be borne in 

i • nind that the park is so! small and narrow (55 sqm ml .•',.' averaging 
slightly over -2-n-i. wide") that i t is in no sense a game sail- . 
ctuary for any of the wide ranging species,, such as this one, 

1 • or coyotes, or deer. § 
Bailey Bobcat, Lynx baileyi - Fairly common throughout. 
fiErnot" or Kockchuck. Ivhrnbtr. flavlventris englhr.rdti - Often seen on White-

r' :Whh Bench and other Canadian Zone habi tats . For', several, years 
•D pair has lived on Bryce Point, where visi tors often see them. # 

Rock Squirrel. Otospemophilus grammurus utah - Often seen in the Upper 
' Sonoma- Zone, but on the firs they are almost entirely replaced 

by the following specie3. ; # • • '• 
Say Ground' Squirrel. Cellosper.nophllus 1̂ . la teral is - Quite numerous on the 

~""̂  rirv, where they'nr'o often r.astakehily;'tnSlled- "tig ehipnunks,v.• 
-1 The lack of stripes on the hond distinguishes then froh chip-

•'• hunks. § • ••' '• • 
Utah' Prairie-dog'. Cynomys parvidens - There care only two small PnairiSi-dd-g 

~T*— towns 'ill the park: one' near Fairyland (on -the rin')' and -another 
about two miles farther north. A-total of • about: two:'dOzeh 
occupied burrows. § • • 

Wasatch Chipmunk. Eutanias minimus consobrinus - This species and the fol-
""TowTng ono are very numerous': in a l l parts of the park. This 

one can be distinguished by i t s snail size and gray shoulders, 
the shoulders of the Inyo Chipmunk being reddish buff-like. . ,: 

"•• <;_•; .A-.the sides. '# .•'•-' \ • •-'• '•'• 
Inyo Chipnuiik, Eutamias quadrivittntus ; inyoensis - Very abundant, being a l -

"' '"' ' most twice'as numerous a3'the.-pre ceo ding specie's»' $• - •; 
Red Squirrel.-Sciurus sp? - Rather uncoix.ion, • although numerous-, about ten 

—yfcars ago (S$rett) . I have soon only two families, one at 
.' ' •'- Boat, -Mountain, and one at'-U. P. Spring. # • -r' 

Pocket Gophers -•Abundant -everywhere, but no specimens have been taken for 
-~ "rTTdon-tifi'eation.: • • ' . . - . 
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Sohoran White-footed Mouse. Peromyscus maniculatus sonor iensis - This 
mouse i s universa l throughout the park, but does not seem to 
"be as numerous as in the lower elevations- 'of Zion. No other 
' White-footed'Mouse has been taken i n Bryce' thus far.;- # 

Wood Rat. Neotoma sp? - A smooth-tai led Wood Rat l i v e s eonmonly ih-ijhe... : 
Upper sonoran Zone; but i t s spec i f i c s t a t u s i s not known. 

Lemming.Mouse. Lagurus sp? - One spe'cinen, as yet not i d e n t i f i e d , was t aken 
in sagebrush near a dry meadow on October 1 1 , 1934, in the 
daytime. I t had two yellow pine seeds, in i t s mouth. Th i r t y -
th ree t r a p nights in the same l o c a l i t y f a i l e d to y ie ld other 
specimens (excepting 4 Poromyscus). § 

Yellow-haired Porcupine. •Si-ethizon o_. epixnnthun - Common throughout the 
• ~pa rk . A concentrat ion of porcupines around'Bryce Lodge has 

led many persona t o believe tha t they are too numerous in the 
park, t u t ve ry ' ca re fu l study shews -that they are no more 

• numerous- than in Zion, and l e s s numerous than at Cedar 
Break's..'. ^ . •• t-

Jack Rabbits'.'-, Twice' I have seen Jacks i n Eryco, but no t -c lose enough to 
observe whether they were-whi te- ta i led o r ' : b l ack - t a i l ed . 

Black H i l l s Cot tonta i l . Sylvilngus nut t a l l i i granger i - Common in the Up-
~ per Sonoran Zone, e spec ia l ly in the lowest-portions-.of the 
• park . •' '"• 

American•Elk;Cgrvus c . canadensis - Now ex t inc t in t h i s reg ion , but one 
was reportdd k i l l e d i n Will is Creek many years ago by_a Mr. 

-.Johnson of" Camonvi l le (Cope). A much-weathered por t ion of a 
sku l l and an t l e r was found i n Wi l l i s Creek in 1932, and i s 

..'' . .now i n tho Bryce.. Museun. ...;-
Mule Doer. Odor oi la us hemiontts nacrotus - Common throughout, except on the 

. -rim in win te r . The doer of Utah.hc.yo. been c l a s s i f i ed by 
- '. • .Barnes (Utah Mammals, U. of Utah, 19/2?) a s Chichuah.ua Mule 

• •' - Deer, gurus , • except in the extreme 'nor th where " typ ica l 
h'enionus i s found.".' On- . th i s , bas is the deer..of Zion were so 
designated, in Nature Notes, V o l . 6, No, 2 . Later s tudy, how-

• •. ever , leads ne - to be l ieve that c amis'" range: far t o the south 
'] . of Utah,' and 'that a l l hemionus'- -in the s t a t e should be c l a s s i -

' •'" .fied as nacrotus (Say) . 

• ..- *." .'-'• ".' ' ' ' ;" Birds- , '..-,•'. 

Tho seventy forms named: in-(the following condensed l i s t r ep resen t 
only-.a por t ion of the- Bryco aVyfanina. Al l b i r d s tudents w i l l apprec ia te 
the l im i t a t i ons -o f t h i s l i s t wheri i t is r e a l i z e d tha t very few obse r ­
vations,-have been •uadeUbetwpon the. Ins t of October and the middle of June; 
and that- oyon. during tho remaining four and one-half nonths (of both 1933 
and 1934) observations, were, made only a t odd moments spared from a busy 
schedule, of other t a s k s . Por-most .of -the' June observa t ions , the wr i t e r 
i s indebted-to Ranger -Na tu ra l i s t -G .Y. Groft, and to Mrs. J . U. Ke l ly , of 
Berkeley,, California. . . : . . - ' • ' • 

'. ." . -" • 
•- . '• 

" • -' • • " ' . 
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Turlcey Vul tu re . Cathar tes aura s o p t e n t r i o n a l i s . One at Sunset Po in t , 
September 17, 1934. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk, Accipi tor v . ve lox . One a t Bryce Po in t , Aug. 29, 1934k 
CoopoF'H.al;JIc~Acl7r:':pT.ter coopori . One a t Rainbow Poin t , Sept . 17, 1934. 
He rj -1 a i leo^Hawk» Buteo boreal i s c a l u r u s . Common throughout . # 
j^%^raH&^||r%Srteff ' svQi-J-soi-i • Common, a t l e a s t in summer. § 
(tolden Xaalc-. Aquila .crysaetos canadensis . One at Rainbow Po in t , 

October BO.7" 1934. ff~ 
PraiTio Falcon. Falco mexicanus. Noted;June. 15, 1934. 
Sparrow"Hawk. Falco sparvorius Ssp? Fairly"corxion throughout . 
Husky Grouse.. rcndrngapu3 o . obscurus . ' Probably -a r e s i d e n t , but thus f a r 

•. . ~~noted only during September and October, on t h e ' . r i n . 
Western Mourning Dove. Zenaidura mncroura marg ine l l a . Noted June lb', 

' 1934. ~T "*" . . •;•• . / " ^ 
Horned Owl. Bubo' virginir .nus asp? Fa i r ly common throughout-'. 
NightFcvrk. Ghordoiles sp? One near Bryce Po in t , August 23 , '1934 . 
Whi to - th roa ted Swift . Aeroncutus s . s a x a t a l i s . Comon summer v i s i t a n t . § 
Black-chT:_r_ed Hummingbird. Archilochus alexandrik Common. 
Broad- ta i led Hurmiiig'Fird. Solnsphorus JJ. p l a tyce rcue . Hummers are., very 

~• cor.ii.ion throughout the park in sur.rj.er> but the r e l a t i v e num­
bers of the two species here l i s t e d i s not known. Judging 

• .•' . - b y t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n in Zion, I -would judge the Broad-
: . t a i l e d to be the predominate species on the rim, and the 
- . Black-chinned'most common in the canyons. 

Red-shafted F l i c k e r . Colaptos c.c.fer c o l l a r i s . Probably the most common 
. woodpecker in the park . "#' 

9 Lewis Woodpecker. Asyridesmus. l ewi s . One seen or. the r i n , September 10, 
1934, by Adregy'Bo'rell . [y$ '. 

• Red-haped Sapsuckpr. Sphyrapicu3 varius. n a c h a l i s . -0*01x1011 among the 
, oaks arid other deciduous trees ' 1616';/. the r i n . #.••-

•Natalie Sapsucker.. Sphyrapicus thyroideus no ta l i ao . " Common on conifers 
~~.~ below the r im. -Less common'.on the r i m ;'--

Ijajry Woodpecker. Dryobates v i l l o s u s ssp? Common throughout . I t i s not 
— ~ 'yet known whether the form at Bryce should be c l a s s i f i e d as 

.". , inputi cola or leuci t h o r e c t i s . ;. 
' Cassin. Kingbird. Tyroi.r.us vociferar .s . Noted on June 15, 1934. 

AsTJ t̂lyrcBIteTl Flycatcher , idy Larch us c_. c inernseons . A pair nested a t the 
» • checking s t a t i o n in June, 1934 (Ranger Fagergron). 

Western WopJ. Powes . Myiochanes r . r i c h a r d s o n i . Noted, in .June, 1934. $ 
1 Ulive'-Hfi(re"q"""Fr.ycatcher. Nu t t a l l o rn i s mesoleucus. Noted in June, 1934. 

vTolet"^gr"eeh~5i7allow. Taofaycinota thalass i i ia l ep ida . Common summer 
vle i tanlj , # 

Northern Cl i f f Swallow. Petrochel idon -a. . a lb i f rous . A summsr v i s i t a n t , 
s l i g h t l y l e s s coition t h a t the proceeding. 

Rocky Mountain Jay . Peri serous canadensis c a p i t a l i s . A few noted in l a t e 
September and October, en the r i n ; apparently nes t s at higher 
e levat ions ' . • § 

Long-crested J a y . Cyanocitta s t e l l e r i diadomata. Resident, but nowhere 
"numerous; few stay on the rin during the winter. 

American Raven. Corvus corax sinuat'us. Common resident. 

http://cor.ii.ion
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Pinon Jay. Cynnocephalus cyanocephalus. Connon resident, especially in 
the lower portions. 

Olark Nutcracker. Nucifraga colunbiana. Resident; probably the nost 
connon of the Jay and Crow fanily in Brycc. 

Mountaii\ Chickadee.'Penthesfes £. gambol i-. Common residpnt throughout.- # 
Cray Titr.ouse. Baeolophus inornatus griseus. Numerous" at Boat "Mountain 

f-' in October, 1933. . . . . . . -...•' 
Rocky Mountain Nuthatch. Sitta carolinensis noIsoni. Common resident" 

thi'oughcutT". ~$ •" ' • 
Red-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta-' canadensis-. . Rare; one noted on the rin on. 
' October 11, 1933. ."""' "•","" " " 
Black-eared Nuthatch... Sitta pysnnea,.nelanotus.,. Common resident in coni-

i'erous forest throughout, especially' in'the Yellow'Pines, 
• whei*e "i.t__is- very numerous; by; far the most, connon. bird in the 

•' park-,1'Otxoept tpe'rhaps during migration when'shoe other species"' 
• nay be :iore abundant far a few. days. # - . 

Creeper. Oerthia familiar Is ssp? Noted in. June/oh the rin. ' The sub-' 
species will doubtless proye to be nontana. 

Western' He tee iVren'. Troglodytes aedon parknanj. One noted in a dead tree 
"*"shut on the Navajo Trail (Upper Soh6.roh) June 16', 19341 " ;** 

Canyon 'Wren .• Cathorpes raexicanus cbnspersus . Fairly, connon in the Upper v 
—; — — So'noran Zone,: but-not yet noted on the rin.1' ,'# "• 

Western Robin. Turdus nigratorius propinquus. Common summer yi'sitaiit";'" 
• '" •' -and very connon migrant, in the fall at least. • _ 

Audubon Herr.it Thrush. Hylocichla guttata auduboni-. " Noted" 'in,' September'"~ 
both on the riu and below, in heavy "timber/" "\louT5tress" iies'ts""" 
in the park. . i„ ,. • -; ... 

ChesthUt--backed Bluebird. Sialia .naxlcpna. balrdi.' Seen-ln; fair, numbers 
on the fin fron Juno to October* . •;:• "•:..: '""•--"""' ""'"• —-' 

Mountain Bluebird. Sialia curruccides. More connop .'than the; precoeding. § 
Towns elTd"' Solitaire. Myaddstos towr.sondi--. Common resident > .abundant dur- •• 

Ing migration, at least in the fall I Sept-.-Oct Y)";<".""'"' ""'""•"• 
Western- Gnatcatcher. Polioptila caerulea anQ&nissina. Noted. June 15^ •. 

"*<•>••- :-i• 1934. 4 ~ • -• ." ..;__•" .;.;;•"":.•• •/J"-"-: :~~r 
Ruby-crowned King le t . Corthylio calendula ssp?" ".Several aeep(Cqix'''^B"rlnV"-:~ 

' ;::- September. .19, 1934. .;• m.. . , - -. 
Plunbeous Vireo . Yireo s o l i t a r i u s plunbteus^'." 'CojajaoE! summer'' 'yisi'"taht .' 
Cassin VTreo. 'Vireo s o l i t a r i u s cas s i r . i . Migrant.,-. apparently uncommon^ 

1 have d i f f i c u l t y in d i s t ingu ish ing the notes,Qf'.'hh¥s^_'two'~ 
v i r e o s , and seldom get close enough to.-see t h e i r s l i g h t , but 
d e f i n i t e , d i f ferences in plumage; hence i t i s inposs ib le to 
say whether or1-.not the Cassin i s connon in migrat ion, a l ­
though I have beer, able to i den t i fy but one . 

Virginia Warbler. Vemivora v i rg in i ae . Noted Juhef-15, 1934. 
Audubon'"Wartler. Dendroica a_. auduboni. Observed from June 15 to October 

15, but nc evidence of nest ing a s , y e t . 
Black-throated Gray Warbler. rendroica-.higrescens*- Several seen on the 

Hr.1 "Tune 7/1334•""*• ~^ C /;.!". ! • \ 
Townsend Warbler. Dendroica town'sendi. .Migrant; one. seen at Boat Moun-

toTn, October-7. 1933.* V : ^/; •-",'.'" 
Grace Warbler. Dendroica g. graeiae;/' '• Â r̂i'l'ei-vtâ  seen, and heard singing, 

""near Bryce Lodge on Sept'enbeV'19 / 19*34. 
.'> • 
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Western Mcadpwlark . S tu rne l l a no g lee t a . Rather ur.connon sunnier v i s i t a n t ; 
~ . , one. seer: at the checkir.-t s t a t i o n , June 8 , 1934. 

Brewer Blackbird. ' Euph'agu.s\p. cyaridceplialUs. On August 29, 1934, I saw a 
flock of 15 fly up, frcn the Paria Valley, and over Bryce Point 
toward 'the Sevier RlVerl "•'" 

Western: Tanagej-- Piranga ludoviciana* Summer visitant, apparently not 
very cc'nnon. '"•'. 

Rocky Mountain Grosbeak. Hedyneles xielanopephalus papago. Noted June 15, 
; a • 1 P 3 4 T T " - ':~' 

'Western Evening Grosbeak. HOB per i phone, vesper t ina b r e o k s i . A s n a i l f lock 
s • ..,• was seen at Bryce Point,, September 1 1 , 1934, by Adrey B o r e l l . 

Cass in. Purplo Finch. Cnruodacus cassi,r . i . Common summer v i s i t a n t . 
Reeky Mountain"Pino Grosbeak. Pin icola . pnucloator montane.. Observed on 

a the r i n during September, .cut" 'none seen e a r l i e r . 
Fine S i s k i n . Spinus p . p inus . Corxxon during sunrxr and f a l l ; winter 

•• stntus^uhk^Iowji. ?f "T,."? ~ 
Greon-backed Goldfinch. Spinus psa l t r jp -b.esperophilus. Noted June 15, 1934. 
Eer.dirc CrossFTll . Lc3cia" cu rv i r c s t r a . t end i fo i . " 'Resident on the r im; 

~ some wintering, in the lower canyons.. § ; 
Green-ta i led Towheb. Oberholsoria' cni'orufh". CcrxiOtt'survxor v i s i t a n t . § 
Spurred 'I'OWTTOO. Pi p i l e naculatus ncntanus. Often soon in the canyons, 

- ; e spec ia l ly in t h i c k e t s of Rod; Birch'. I t w i l l doubt less be 
found on the r an , a l s o . § 

Weste.rn Vesper Sparrow.. Fooocetos graninous con f in i s . A flock of 100 
. was s,eon near" "the nobth''boundary on "September 10, 1934, by 

: .-: Adrey B o r e l l . .# 
•Western.Larjc Sparrow." Chondeste3"';dra:Jlacus- s t r i g a t u s . ' Several soon on 
, •;, , ~~- the r i n during summer' months. jf 
ghu.feldt Junco. Junco s . s h u f e l d t i . Corxion migrant, a t l e a s t in the f a l l . 
Gray-iicad'ca' Junco'. Junco car.iceps.""CbraaPr. during surxier and f a l l ; winter 

.:•;' ..• •/ ., s t a t u s unloiovrnT. ~]l ~ t 

Western Chipping "Sparrow.' Spize l la" passerine, a r i zonao . Coixien sunnier 
~ • , v i s i t a n t throughout . ..» • 

Ganbel .Sparfov/. Zonatri c'hia leuc'c-uh'rys' gexibeli-. Migrant, a t l e a s t in the 
- —ral,l. ,, 

http://-b.es
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