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U. S . DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

ZION AND BRYCE CANYON NATIONAL PARKS, UTAH 

V o l . 4 No. 4 
Zion-Bryce N a t u r e Notes July> 1932 

Th is b u l l e t i n i s i s s u e d monthly f o r the pu rpose of g i v i n g i n f o r m a t i o n 
t o t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d i n the n a t u r a l h i s t o r y and s c i e n t i f i c f e a t u r e s of Zion 
and Bryce Canyon N a t i o n a l P a r k s . A d d i t i o n a l cop i e s of t h e s e b u l l e t i n s may be 
o b t a i n e d f r e e of charge by t h o s e who can make u s e of them by a d d r e s s i n g t h e 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , Zion N a t i o n a l P a r k , U t a h . PUBLICATIONS USING THESE NOTES SHOULD 
GIVE CREDIT TO ZION-BRYCE NATURE NOTES. 

P . P . P a t r a w , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t John Gray , Park N a t u r a l i s t 

LEGEND OF SINAWAVA 
Based on t h e Custom of t h e P i u t e I n d i a n s 

By H. L. Reid, Ranger-Naturalist 

Many years beforo the coming of the White man' there lived upon the Rio 
Virgin an Indian tribe known to themselves as the Parrusi. %is tribe had its 
headquarters some fifty miles below Zion Canyon, but oach autumn, as was 
their custom, they came into the canyon to hunt deer and to gather the wild 
fruit that grew'here in abundance. 

': 
The tribe was famed throughout the entire southwest for the beauty of 

its maidens, and many of the romantic braves from surrounding tribes visited 
the region with the hope that they might win one of these dusky maidens. 

Between tho young Indian brave and his sweetheart there often developed 
in that day an affection as full of romance as any known in our own day, but 
before the young lover could claim tho maiden as his squaw, he must prove 
that he was able to defend hor .against all opposition by leading her through 
the Line of Braves. In ordor to givo all an Opportunity to express their 
opposition, word must be sent through the surrounding tribes that on a defi-

' nite date and at a stipulated time and placo, the young bravo would stand 
roady to defend his claim. And should there bo thoso who did not approve, 
thoy must be present to issue pretest or forovor remain silent. 

On the day set for the ceremony tho young brave, according to the custom, 
must take the maiden of his choice by the hand and lead hor between two linos 
of braves. If there was anyone within.the lines who opposed the young lover 
taking the maiden as his squaw, he must' step forward and oppose the progress 
of the would-be bridegroom, but if none stepped forward to challenge his 
progross and ho passed .through tho linos successfully, ho 'thus received the 
consent of the tribe to claim the maiden. 
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According to tho custom, the opposing bravo must moot his r i v a l faco t o 
face and stop h i s progross . Should the would-be bridegroom succood in pass­
ing h is opponent by any moon3 - t r i c k o r y , spood or s t rength - he was than 
froo to proceed dorm tho l i n o . 

Among the beau t i fu l maids of the Parrus i t r i b o thore was none tha t could 
compare in lovol inoss with tho Maid of Sinawava, daughter of Chief s inawava. 
The fame of t h i s Maiden and of her many v i r t ue s had spread throughout tho 
e n t i r o Southland, and many woro the s u i t o r s tha t camo seeking the p r iv i l ege 
of leading her through the l i n e of b raves . From ovor tho Colorado camo tho 
proud Baronota, Chief of tho Navajos. From tho Shevwitz camo Chief Keloose, 
and from the Mohavos tho s t a t e ly Too-a-yoo. Of her many s u i t o r s there was 
none moro offensive to the Maiden than the b ig , broad-shouldered, sensual 
warr ior Mok-a-pots, who came wooing her from the deser t regions to tho n o r t h . 

But tho pleadings of a l l these braves were in va in . To the comely maiden 
no whisperings of love wero so sweet as those tha t f e l l from the l i p s of her 
own tribesman - P a h r i t z . 

Pahr i tz she loved with a l l the pass ionate longings of her young s o u l . 
He was not so poworful as many of hor admirers . Ho was, in f a c t , a s t r i p l i n g 
of a youth with fine fea tures and a keen eagle-eyo, bespeaking pr ide and 
ambition. Ho was a l so gontlo and ref ined and ovor wi l l ing to s a c r i f i c e for tho 
comfort of the Maid of a inawava. 

Each f a l l as the Pa r rus i Indians came into t h i s region the Maid of 
Sinawava and Pahr i t z would accompany them. As lovors they would wander, hand 
in hand, up the canyon, often stopping in what is now known as the Temple, 
t h e i r f avo r i t e spo t , where thoy whispered to each o ther the old fami l ia r 
t a l e cf love , and drocmod of tho day when Pahr i t z would load her through the 
l i ne of bravos and claim hor for h is own. 

Often in t h e i r nomonts of loving rovorio thoy would bo dis turbed by tho 
prosonco, somotimos seen and a t other times unseen, of tho b ig , sensual 
warr ior from the dese r t . For although Mok-a-pots know that h i s a t t en t ions 
woro offensive to tho Maid, yot ho novortholoss p e r s i s t e d in forcing them 
upon her and would often follow the lovors and spy upon thorn in t h o i r sacred 
moments of l evo . 

P a h r i t z , although a vigorous, koon-oyod youth, was phys ica l ly no match 
for h i s broad shouldered r i v a l fran the s o s o r t , and because of th i s the Maid 
had ofton wondered if Mok-a-pots, in h is jealousy, would oppose her lover 
when ho would lead her through tho l i ne of b raves . 

In the days of tho goldon autumn when the Maid of Sinawava had reached 
the ago of eighteen summers, runners woro sont t o tho surrounding t r i b e s 
with tho announcement tha t during tho f a l l hunt, whilo tho Par rus i wore 
camped in tho v i c i n i t y of Zion Canyon, the manly Pahr i t z proposod t o lead 
the beau t i fu l Maid of Sinawava through the l ino of b raves . 
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Many wore the Indian braves that gathorod hore that f a l l . Tho camps 
extended ovor the f l a t s and well into the canyon, a thing qui te unusual as 
tho Indians d i s l i ked tho idea of camping within tho canyon w a l l s . Within 
tho camp wore many braves who had once cas t a longing oyo toward the Maiden. 
Soma of theso braves wero experienced men of power and Troll able 'to oppose 
the progress of P a h r i t z , but r ea l i z ing the g rea t love that ex i s ted between 
the Maiden and P a h r i t z , they came to honor and not to oppose, 

Tho choice of tho spot where tho ceremony should bo held was l e f t to 
tho love r s , and they chose the place now known as the Tomplo of s inawava. 
As tho hour of the ceremony ar r ived tho too l i nos formod across tho f l a t 
within the Temple. Whoii a l l was in readiness P a h r i t z , with grace and gen t l e ­
ness , stepped to the door of the topee occupied by the Maid and her mother. 
He stood for a moment in s i lence while a mother 's farewell caress was be­
stowed upon her daughter. The g i r l stepped for th r ad ian t and charming. Hand 
in hand the lovers proceeded to tiie head of the wai t ing column, where Chief 
Sinawava greeted them and bade them proceed between the l i n e s . Slowly, in 
accordance with the custom of the t r i b e , they moved forward, the braves in 
the l i n e s expressing t h e i r approval by a s e r i e s of i n a r t i c u l a t e g r u n t s . 

Midway the l ine stood the powerful Mok-a-pots, su l len and revengeful . 
As the couple approached ho stepped forward. Several of tho braves , knowing 
tha t h i s a t t e n t i o n s had never boon rocoivod favorably, t r i e d to dissuade 
him, fee l ing that what ho could not win by lovo, ho should not attempt to 
tako by fo rce . Mok-a-pots, with a broad jealous gr in playing across h i s 
faco, i n s i s t e d upon h i s r ight to oppose. 

Pahr i t z leading tho gent le Maiden nover fau l to rod . His eagle eye 
caught tho s i t u a t i o n a t a glanco, and tho very thought of anyone attempting 
to tako Sinawava from him incroasod h i s courage and determinat ion. With her 
as the p r i z e , death would be sweeter than defea t . Mok-a-pots, r e a l i z i n g 
h i s super ior s t rong th , stood caro loss ly await ing tho test. His vory ca rc -
lossness gave Pahr i tz his opportuni ty . Every 07/e was centered upon him. 
Tho squaws seated about the campfiro, herotofore ind i f fe ren t to t h e . c e r e ­
mony, now arose tha t thoy might b e t t e r view the proccodings. Tho Maid with 
hor hear t loudly pounding and with a prayor upon he r l i p s permit ted herse l f 
to bo led forward. Her mind doubted, but her hear t t r u s t e d . 

Mok-a-pots squared himself for the encounter. P a h r i t z , with the a g i l i t y 
of a mountain l i o n , moved as i f to a t tack on tho l e f t , and thon with l igh tn ing 
swif tness , so c lever ly executed that none know exact ly what happened, dodged 
to tho r i g h t passing quickly under the arm of the over-confident Mok-a-pots, 
taking Sinawava with him. Although f a i l i n g to roa l izo jus t what had happened, 
ye t a l l were de l igh ted . A roar of l augh te r , mingled with approving g run t s , 
arose from the l ines and from the camp of squaws. 

Mok-a-pots was humiliated and ombarrassod t o bo thus so c lever ly eluded 
by h i s smal ler opponent. A murderous cu r l playod for a momont upon his l i p s , 
and then, in defiance of a l l the customs of tho t r i b o , he turned and rushed 
upon h i s r i v a l from the back. Being thus suddenly a t tacked from the r e a r , 
Pah r i t z was ea s i l y beaten down. He f e l l to the ground, h i s head s t r i k ing 
upon a sharp rock. Although he was knocked unconscious, the injury was not 
thought to be s e r i o u s . An hour passed and he did not recover . Th„ l i ne s 
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were temporarily broken, and Pahritz Was moved to tho topee of Sinawava. The 
shadows of darkness settled ovor the canyon, and yot no change. Nith a 
prayor for his recovery the faithful maiden watched through the long night. 
As tho weo hours of the morning approached he was gradually weakening. The 
Great Spirit was calling. As the morning sun rose ovor tho Mountain of the 
Bleeding Heart the spirit of Pahritz was taken to the Indian's Happy Hunting 
Ground. 

After appropriate funeral ceremonies tho body, at the request of the 
Maiden, was placed in a grave in the center of the Tomple near tho rock now 
known as the Altar. It was at this spot that tho lovers had first talked 
of going: through the line of braves togc-thcr. A largo stone was rolled ovor 
the gravo to mark the spot. 

As the tribo roturnod to the sunny valloys of the Bio Virgin, Sinawava 
beggod to bo permitted to remain for yet a little longer, promising, her 
mother that she would follow within a few weeks at most. 

Being loft alone she moved hor topoe near the burial spot. The days 
passed into woeks, but sho was insensible to everything but the whisperings 
of tho wind, which to hor was tho voice of Pahritz spoaking of their love 
and of tho day when he \?ould lead her through the line of braves and claim 
her for his own. 

Hor mother mid frionds waited for hor return. After many weeks of 
anxiety a searching party was sent out. The early storms of winter had al­
ready placod a blanket of snow ovor the landscape. The party reached the 
camp at the mouth of the canyon, but not finding, her there they proceeded 
with difficulty to tho grave where they found hor topee beside tho rock. 
They entered and''found her within, but Pahritz had retumod and taken her 
spirit through the long lino of braves and claimed her for his own* 

The rock marking his burial place was removed and she, together with 
all her belongings, was placed with hor lover, where they still rest. And 
if you will but cross the rivor to the Altar and remain there during tho 
long hours of tho night you will still hear the voices of the beautiful 
Sinawava and tho manly Pahritz as they whisper their immortal words of love. 

In honor of the old chief and his beautiful daughter, the Maid of 
Sinawava, and tho faithful love that existed between her and Pahritz, the 
Indians named the valley the Temple of Sinawava. 

INDIAN PICTOGRAPHS NEAR ZION 
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IHDL'JU PICTOGFuLPHS NEAR ZICN 

A feu piles to the southeast of Zion National Park are found seme very 
interesting, remains of an eld Indian campsite* The campsite is situated on a 
high "bench of the mesa and overlooks a huge wash that extends to the southward. 
The surface of the bench is the hard level of Shinarump conglomerate that forms 
the protective cap over many areas of this region. 

Lying below/ one of these campsites a party with the Park Naturalist recently 
found several very large rock surfaces covered with a multitude of Indian dia­
grams or pictographs. 0- one large smooth rock was a trail sign. This is indi­
cated in the following manner. Pr. Keleman, archeologist at the Los -angeles 
Museum has been kind enough to designate some of the meanings. 

l.lfan. . 
£. Water 
3,- Cave 
4. water ho 
St Trail 

6. Star 
7. Guide 

8. Bird 
9. Ar row- t ra i l runs 

to the south 
10. Man 
11. Medicine man with ceremonial headdress. 
12. Water 

On a rock to the left of the trail sign 
is a figure of a man and also on© of a 
medicine man, wearing his ceremonial head­
dress, with arms extended up over his head 
as if in religious exercise or dance. 

To the right on another cliff face are 
cut several dozen figures of animals. Only 
a few are shown.•« It is impossible to 

determine whether these are animals which existed in the neighborhood or vhether 
they are representations of animals that the Indians might have seen in their 
various hunting grounds. Pieces of pottery as-well as the character of the 
drawings indicate that they are of very early origin. 
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THE AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF BRYCE CANYON NATIONAL PARK 
K. E. Weight, Ranger-Naturalist 

Field work for the purpose of collecting specimens of the amphibians and 
reptiles of Bryce Canyon National Park was started during the summer of 1931. 
Previous to 1931 some collecting was done within the park boundary by Dr. Vasco 
M. Tanner and students of the Brigham Young University. 

The thirteen canyons included within the park have been carved from the 
Paunsaugunt Plateau, the rim of which ranges from 8,000 to 9,000 feet alti­
tude. The'park covers an area of 55 square miles, having: an average width of 
3 miles from the east to west and about 18 miles in length from north to 
south. From the west rim of the plateau at the Lodge to the east boundary 
line of the park, a distance of two miles, there is a drop in elevation of 
about 1500 feet. There are no permanent streams within sovoral milos of the 
Lodge. 

A beautiful coniferous forest covers the plateau and the lower part of 
the canyon. On the steep slopes only a fow hardy horbarious perennials aro 
able to survive. Within this situation the following amphibians and reptiles 
were obtained: 

Amphibians 

The Tigor Salamander Ambystoma tigrinune (Greon) was collocted by Dr. 
Tanner in a garbage pit on the public campgrounds, August 27, 1929. Just 
whore this water-loving species breeds in such a dry locality is a mystery. 
To the west of tho park some throe miles on the east fork of the Sevier River 
salamanders are rather common in tho small ponds next to tho river. This 
may be the source of them. 

The Western Spade-foot Toad Scaphiopus hammondii (Baird) was collocted on 
the rim of the canyon. The rim was muddy due to several days of rainfall. 

Reptiles 

The Sagebrush Swift Sceloporus graciosus graciosus (B. & G.) is common in 
the canyon. They can be seen almost any time below the rim on the more gentle 
slopes. 

j 

The Desert Whiptail Lizard Cnemidophorus tessellatus tessellatus (Say) 
are not nearly as common as the sagebrush swift. Specimens have been found 
only in the canyon. 

Girard's Horned Lizard Phrynosoma douglasii ornatissimum (Girard) are 
very common on tho plateau. Their color adaptation serves very well in their 
protection. 

The Wondering; Garter Snake Thamnophis ordmoides vagrands (B. & G.) was 
found near the east boundary line in the main canyon near tho Ledge. At this 
place a small spring, just outside the park, flows to tho Paria Valley to the 
east. 

The Great Basin Rattlesnake Crotolus confluentus lutosus (Klaubor) for­
merly common in tho lower canyons, has not yet been reported from the top of 
tho plateau., 
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TO ZION CANYON 
By Grace A. Woodbury 

/ 
Majestic Zion Canyon, 

' With portals massive and tall; 
[ marvel that all your grandeur 
Was made by a river so small. 
Aided by Mother Nature, 
Down thru the ages of time, 
Carving your temples and turrets, 
Engraving your story sublime. » 

I. 
i 

She wrought with raging 
torrents, 

i With plunging water- /" 
falls (i 

That, following summer PI 
cloudbursts, j . , 

Pour foaming o'er your / /! 

walls; /| 
She has etched with the ) f' 
. summer breezes | / |.j 

' ' Scarred with the / Jl 
. ' wintry gale, j [L 
Smoothed with adf**^1^ 

caressing Jm » 
M snowflakes, IS f 

I Marred with (̂  j 
I driving hail. £$ ^J.-. i 
1 .Worn with ,£* i • "i \ • 
-»- - trickling-waver, \ 
fr ̂  Scratched"by grains) of sand,' 
<T" Till now your age-long story, 
'.- One can read and understand. 
'On your altars place our offerings, 
Worship at the Great White Throne, 
Revel in your 
Kneel in 

Yet as I gaze 
With emotions I , 

In your purple ,/. 
I feel / 

flaming colors, 
your temples of stone, 

awed and wondring, 
cannot control, 

v haze and shadows, 
i.N your mystic soul. 


