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DEPARTMENT OI' ThHE INTLRICR
HATICNAL PARY. SERVICE
ZION-BRYCE CANYOUN NATIONAL PARKS UTAH

ZION-BRYCE NATURL NOTES

October, 1926 Vols. 1, No. 34

This is the third of a series of bulletins issued from time to
time for the informution of those interested in the educational opportunities,
the natural history, the scientific features or the scenic beauties of the
regivn. Publicatations using these nctes must give credit to Zion-Bryce
Notes and author.

E. T. Sceyen A, M. Woodbury,
Superintendent. Park Naturalist.

THE COUGAR.

This issue of the Nature Notes is devoted exclusively te the
cougar (erstwhile called mountain lion or puma ) , no doubt, the nutstanding
agile virile aggressive carnivore of the region. But with all its strength
and virility, this aggressive cat appears to be one of the most fearful of
animals when pitted against mankind. This two hundred pcund -fury that can
tear dewn a fourteen hundred pound horse, will climb a tree in haste when

pursued by a yelping dog, a satellite of mankind.

It is so secretive and wary, that it is seldom seen by humans,
consequently its life history and habtits are but poorly known or understood.
It is hoped that the interview with " Uncle JTim Ower and the incidents

reported by members of the Park force will add something to the understanding
of the habits of this (in this region ) king of killers.

THE COVER.
W

The cover design on this issue is taken from a paintiné made in
the field by T. B, Pitman of Bostcn. Mr. Pitman tramped the country around
Zion and Bryce in 1914 with Uncle Jim Owen rounding up cougars. He came
back in 1829 and made this picture for Uncle Jim. A former cougar picture by
this artist was used by President Roosevelt in his book, " A Book=-lover's
Holideys in the BOren

The painting was transferred to the stencil by the well knewn
Utah artist L. L. Ramsey who has so kindly stenciled the cover designs up
to date., lr. Ramsey is one of the frequent visitors to both Zion and Bryce
and his many canvasses bespeak a keen appreciation of the scenic beauties of
our southern Utah parks




UHeLE JI o diredugar.

By A. M. \WoOGbury rFaork Neturallist.

"Uncle" Jim Owen was in Zlon. I had not seen him for ysars sb I
lost no time in hunting hia up. I found him comfortably ensconsed in a large
rocker in & cabin de luxe near the lodge. e fell to talking sbout old times when
I was a forest Ranger on the Dixie National Forest and he came over to hunt cougar
with his dogs. As I intended, the conversation naturally drifted to the subject of
cougars and their ways, of which, he is probably as well qualiflied to speak as any
living man.

For twenty years or more, h: had hunted cousar throughout south-
ern Utah and the " strip " of Arizona north of the Colorado Rivsr. He had, during
that time, killed some ££8 730 cougars, 600 of them were found in the vicinity of
the Kaibab Forest and the other 130 in various places around the reglon including
Zion NWatlional Park.

The cougar according to Uncle Jim is o very active animal that
can kill almost any of the largz animals of the regione. A 200 pound cougar has
bren known to kill a big fat range cow and a 1400 pound work morce He has fellowed
the tracks of hundreds of coupars and read thc storics told by the tracks, ond
in all that time, he had ncver seen a caseé whore the cougar had missed his Drey.

A small cougar might somctlimes be shaken loosc from o largec animnl as cvidenced by
o saddlc horse all slashed with young cougar scratches, and perheps a large buck’
decr might similarly oscope from a young incxpericnced cougars

Its favoritc food ig the dccr and the horsc, but will take al-
most any kind of largc animal if its favoritsz food is not availablce Cougars do
not generally gt down into the rangc of the antclope and Uncle Jim had ncver known
a cougar to kill one. He was not surc about mountain shicp since hc had never known
of a casce but did not doubt that o cougar could tok: onc if it were cought unawores.
The sheep have a keen scnes of smell and oven kescner scnsc of sight, and if warncd
onc could casily g:t out of thc woy and, if corncred, is capablec of fighting.

The cougar is an cxpcrt hunters It usually hides cround the ledge
of the platcou down undcr thc first rimrock or in other rough rocky ploccs ond comes
out at night, about twice o wcak to hunts It alwoys hunts with the wind thus having
th:. advantage of sccat without warning the prey. The feot ar. lined with such soft
pods that it ncver malzes any nolsce Whon approaching quarry, the noisc guidcs the
way up the wind to closc guartcrse Then it erscps wp behind o trec or bush
or‘rock and pecrs around the degc to locotc the onimnl. Whon the prey i not look-
ing, it slinks from objcet to objcet, its aggressive coloring comoflauging it into
ite backgrounde.

; Vhen close cnough to 1ts intonded vietim, 1t brings o1l four fect
closc tograther preparatory to hurling itseclf forwsord with thot terrific spring
which knocks a dcir or smaller onimal flat, ntver to risc agnin; forth: big cat's
paw holds thc vietim dovn whilc ite fongs tzar at its throat secarching for the
Juzular vein to suck out the life bloode It will somctimee ( if not yct Satsified )
open the abdomlnal cavity and e2at th: heort or liv:r, but it scldom cats anything
clzce The carcass is usually carricd or dragord to some sceluded placc and covercd
with trash or lcaves, probebly on the thcory that it may nccd it latcr, but it scl-
dom go:s back for a sccond mzdle
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If the animnl ic to larse to knock ovir, the cougor ucually lights
on thc back, sctting the claws of cach forcfoot in th: sidcs of the shouldcrsc and
th:. claws 6f thz hind fcoot on the hips, ond with th: fongs t-arec opcn the back of
the ncek till the animal falls dowvn helplesse Difficulty ls cncountcred in bringing
dovm o, cow this wey beceouse of the touchnccs of th. hidcs Theon the fangs s7ill not
ponctratc the skin, the back tocth ore brought into plry scttlng togeathor like a
pair of cheors forming o cutting zdszc which slits the ckine Vith th: skin lac:ratcd
in this way, thc fangs arc abl: to rcach th: flesh and do thoir work of stringing
the animnl, < -
when o cougnr g-ts into o shizp herd, it usually kills onc or two

for food, toking th: blood -nd porhape the hecrt, liver, or uddcr, ond then wanton-

ly kille scvcral mors, apparcntly for the plccsurc of killing. It usually kills
ten to twenty, but Unclc Jim remombrrcd onc cosc in which thirty had bocn slaughtcred

According to Uacl: Jim cougors undoubtcdly do & lot of damnge to
rangc stock. Besides gitting into th shicp hrrde, they bothor the cattle ond
horsce, cspcclally the young colves ond cozlis. It is movm thot no coalts con bre
raised on thce rangc where cougors abounde. The proscuec of domestic stock on tha
rangc, howsvor, helps 1ift the burd:on fh=reemgzr of mointoining the couger from
thz nativs wild gems animols.

THE KILLST.
By Rang:r Naturalist J. /. Thornton.

The shcep outfit campsd for the night on & small »nlatcau suppor-
tecd by volcanic wolls from fifty to on. hundred fo:t highe. The camp wagon, from ite
well chosen position on th: ncck of the platcam, loomod whitc ia the cvening sun.
Everything, cven thz pinnoel:s of Zion with th: gorgcous iJest Temple lifting 1ts
r.d copped domc to dizzy heights as it watchcd oveor us from its southward position
promiccd safcty.

Night stole on quictly, not cvcn the blceating of an onxious cwe
mother for hcr frisking lomb could be hcard. The stillniss of ¢ million mountain J
acr:s srac on th: alr and thc bconty of a flower covercd wilderncss was overyihorc,
Sl:sp, rest, and safety scomed the portion grontsd to cvsrything.

But the killcr wae abroacd. The ptacs end quict ‘but whstted hie
dzslrs for destiuction. He lcapt stcalthily froa rock to rock until hc wac on the
cdge of thc platzou wheore slept the herd of cwoc ond lambs. Then followsd & slough-
ter of imnocints, hon hs hod finished his massoer. twclve cwes ond lembe marked
his trall of dcstructlon. Hc otc only thc wdder from thrc: of thcm. The othcrs were
untouchcd, os far as could b: obscrvcd, and d:caycd rapidly in thc hot Junc sun.
The eougar never rcturancd. H: had killcd not only to zat, but also to satisfy his
killing instinct.

The mountain lion (or cougnr ) has always becin a killcr. Other
animals oftcn follow in its woke and cat tho vietims of his rmrdcrous activity.
Livestock owncrs hat:z him and have placcd o bounty on his skin. Killing Ls hic
spielalty and he is wondcrfully cquipped and troincd for his spcelcolized profcssions

A COUGAR CORILFED.
By Walter Ruzesch Park Supcrvisor.

Have I had any cougar cxpiricneccs? I'll say I have. Yearc ago
there were cougars in the Canyoum hire till s clcaned 'cm out. VW swcre out tracking
on2 -day when I ran right iato oinc up there on th: bench betweon tho muscum and the
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and the lodge ( .ong beoforc thoy wers bullt ). It raced dovm the hill on the other
7ith me shooting ot him all the way, but I didat got him.

C.-

ERE
e

Anothcor day we tracked onc ms tht slope on to the banch above the
Loti:e. Hls tracks went into 2 bunch of bis bouldcrs and did:-nt come out SO wo KNGW
he was in thorc. Ye voat in after him but conldrnt fipd hims Thare was o placs where
loose bouldcrs pilsd on top of om: amother mnde a sors of ecave. Dovm jn this cove
when we mooved acound wery mach or med. o rackss, we could Lirar the cougor growl,
but we coaldent teil vwhire the sound ceams £row, NJ kuatsd for helf o dey trring to
loc“t* him. /e threiwr rocks iato all the holees znd cracks tryirg to scarc him out.
It wos rather spooky in tusre heoring hia growl and having him coracred withoud
knOWlné Just where he was locztacde.

Dowvn in the bottom of the cave vas a smoll opening just about
largc enouzh for th: cougar to crowl throurh cad lceding to parts unknowme. “inally

one of the fcllowres rak:d up -nough courcze to go dovm cnd inv:ostigotc. Ac he poked
his hecad through tha holc, h: riecived tht fright of nxb 1lfce Tho eougnr r_vchcd
out with his poxyr and tors the haot from his hiade He backzd out l-aving thg cougor

in posscssion of hig hesd-vicec. Belicve me, we wer u; agalnst it. 72 knecw wher o
the cougar was but couldcnt 22t at him,

More rocik throvinz. Finally I throw ons that knocked a corncr off
thiz bouldcr so ws could sce him through o 1ittls holc. Onc of th: fiollows got dovm
polked the gun through th: holc and shot hime Ho made a teorrific rackeot, but he did-
a't comec out of his corncr. Aftcr h: quict-d dowm, it was a long whilc beforc any-
onc rak-d up courogn cnough to go dowm into the plae: to sex if he was decad, They
found him stratchcd out still and stiff. And we had to pull him out of that littl:
holc in thc bottome The bloodstaine of that courer arz still thore on that
boulder wvh-r: wc shot him.

I VAS GOXE TOO.
By Rang:x Naoturalist J. 3/, Thornton.

It woe July ond th:o Grac. Valley Mountaine w:ir: grs-n cpoln, and
brautiful. {/c had not bean ~bl: to loecot: o groy two yrar old hersc thot vos rath.r
o favorits with my fothar bocous- of the epl-ndid promle< that hs lhiclé as a colt.
S0 I was s.nt into th:z mountaline with my fri-nd to sy 1f any tree. of thr tramp
could b: founde Following us verywlisr: was o spotted dog thet was the inscparable

coimparnion of my frind. He wne an onthuclaetic £<1low ond si-med to :njoy the ceon-
yons and forcste and the mountoln silsenece ané compenionship fully as well o8 we
boys. ve rod: uo tnr winding trails shaczd by aspens into the glorious pinrs that
hhvc a vay of whispeoring things to o boyes souls. Vi sountsrsd and loitzrod and did
mant thinge othor than look for th: stroysé colt. .

"Listcn" s2id my frionde v/ pu.lsé our horscs to o full stop a
could heor the dog barking with groet gusto up the mourntain gidc. ‘e rod- to th*
edgs of thr dons: for.ect of aspruns that covorsd the stcoy asprooch to th. Hoint
vwhere the dog woc franticzlly barking. Tl”ln” ou“ horscs to a troe ws mnde up the
hlll with my fri:nd ln th:s l:cds Scon I arrivce wnder the bly yellow pins whire I
could sdc thc dog on thc u. prr side. I lUOuCC for ny friznd but h. was gonce I ncxt
roiscd my head anc razed *nto the branches of th: troc and T woe jons t00.
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Abcut t:n feot above me sat a mountoia lion (couscr) on.ene of ths bronches. He
was intently watching the dog and had scon noither of ue, tVhon I arrlvidé at my ﬁ
hors~ my fricnd was alr-ady mount:d. Vo rods anround the hill vhore wz could git a
2000 lcok ”t th- beaste H2 was a full growa lion and romindesd me very rmelh of the
fommas bonn, 1L0n thot T Bafl soon ot th: elrsug. HE rof thirs gvidantly in poy-

il M= sedicf use Thon ths Innpte fror of Dan rose in la aund hs
aned from ths tre: fully bvvriv 1.:t out inte th- serib 07k arnd was lost
S0 without meking anm™ NSi€s. ok oné moiscless Bad bimn his dis
R ARONTTLCy that we wondsrad if w2 had con hin but the repiobratse or tnc
hoar zroising on my hood o8 1 looked up into thiot tr:c wos convinclag ziidencc o
the r-aiity of what had happoncd. An old trooser tola e latcr thet I cousd hrve
remained under the troc with cafety, as th“ lion is a proeot cowaréd ané avoids
contact with mon if thcr:s ls a pocsidbls way of ~ccauc. But in my boyish imagination
I could sce nyself dsvoured a morscl at a tinzs

St

FACE 20 FACH WITH COUGAMS.
By Donal J. Jolloy Chicf Peric Rang:re

Vhile patrolling the -wast bouncdary during thc huanting cceoson in
the fall of 1928, cougar tracks wers reportec .on Docr Trap Mountein. 7z took the
morning of Octobrr 3l 1928 to investigotcs Golng from Big Troughs toward the head
of Hidden Conyon, ire found many tracks and followed them along the trail. Ve had
not gonz far when Dalton spicd an old eouger ond threcc young onss about 100 yexds
ahzade They soon discppecorcd and while following th:oir troacks, o found ummistalke-
abl: signs of n dcvr—nill.

V/c stoypcd to cxamine the trocks ond pisccd th- story togecother
ag fo.lows: A buck d:ocr had boon walking aloang the ridg: above the cliff. Th. cougor
had boen hidiag ia ths serub timber awaiting ths approach of priy. Livicdonely tho
d:exr got thc scont of th: couger, for i1t stortcd to rum. As 1t went By, the ccuger
pouncsd ucon it and a2 mighty strugglce cnsucd; the ground was 2ll trampled cad cov-
crzd with blood,

The cowsar et hovz by n thy wictor for no dior trockes 1oft
the arcae The decr was cvidantly piclzed wp, throwm over the boack ond 'corricd off
without draggling, lsoving a troil of gorc aloag the way. Half o nils awrey wo found
the carcass carcfully concsolecd undcy som: ool brush, camouflegcd by a cover of
dzagd lcavese. Carzful cxamination showed th- throat cut, but no part taken. Near by,
a Gbe wacs alco found concealed in the smr monnzr,

Riding on aloac tho trail sbout 25 yords, w: Jjumped o couger
which madec off through th- brush. Dalton dismouated, threw mc his rcins ond grabbod
the gune As h: went upy through the brush, anoth-r couger, cvidontly wetching hin,
camg slinking out of th: brush rl :cht toworcd mc and the horscs, cvidently noit sc-ing
us. It frightencd Dalton's horce so that h- roored up In the air, whirlsd, and
lit with his forefcet on ny hor_yu bock one on cach side of mc, and, ag h: hit ne
with his head, ws all w.nt down in a hcape I crawled out of the melcc and th: hors:s
50t upe By this time th: cougar hed disappeartd in ths bruch,
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Dalton ¢matizd his gun at clozc range without raseunlts, and ro-
turainy w2 found thot thor: were thre: cougnrs in th: brush which skirted a small
the't <ish eliffs above and belowe ¥z hind oaly th: siz-shootcr loft and with thet ws
sriont s xont the wilcy cafigs Two slippzd awaye v foilowed the third along the
patsy b the thd of th: shalf when Lt ckippsd uwd ths pocice and dlsopptorcc os Dalten
“:pt..2d the six-shootcr at it ian vain,

COVARDICE OR INTULLIGLKCL ¢
By Ts P Scoyen, Pork pugcrnintindent.

{7/1ld animalc ore frogusntly called cowards. In loeturec, conver-
satlons, .and wwritten articles, various memb:rs of our wild lifc family arae ofton
deserloed by this opprobrious c¢pithct. Bven 2rtists, through the moglc of their
bruch, may convey by o pileturs th-e fo-ling that an animnl picturcd is a craven.
Tho consplcuous cxamplce omong our aninals arc the courax, w70lf, and, his cousin,
the coyotes The latter, especially, hac long corricd this brand. In chcan storics
of wrctcrn lifc th: hoard riding hero always referos to th: villain as, "Ihot
snsakin’® coyote" ? shile, among tho Navajo Ladions, it is a ilghting woxd when
applicd to onzs pcrson.

I have alwoys £21t rascatment when I hear humons conGem any
ardimal to carry th: shameful appclation of coward. No enimal is o coward; but in
anch surgcg the all-poverful emotion for sclf prescrvation. Any aniral hrs too
rmich lntclligznes to stond by and invite sclf d:struction; o trolt which many humons
could hove usad to grext advantoge. In the lowzr aniinl konglom coch aniinl under-

he i

stonds ths tcocchnique of the nﬂnd—*O—thn fisght, and, within rcsonabl: linits, is
willing to toke his chances with cny ”turA uA his choscn bottlsficzld. U'”(vcr,

mon 1s something Clfferinte He posscgscs soms myst.rious ncong for drstenyl 1g an
animal lozz bzfore he rcaches the limits of the prinitiv. battls £ eld, ond he is
conscquintly to be fearcd above cll otherse Vo hov: chossr the thro: andmales above
48 outstancing cxzamples of cowardlies only because they 2xlilbit th: gr.atiet intell-
igence 1an avoiding mon ond his long rangz riflc.

Place yoursclf lu the position of ths counnr, for inst“ncc.
You arc alono in a arcat wildcrmcss ar.o ond know that m:n and doge arc huntiay you
a2d will kill you wwithout mercy oh sishta. You hove no weopons except thonc god gave
you at blrth, and do not understond th. mcchonies of thosc uezd by th. hintors.
I amequlte CCTt?;L that you trould ccon descrve belng coll:d slinking oxr vrenking
in jyour hobits, although rescnting bzing callad a cowerd, prefirring to think you
wers smoxrt instead.

The cougar is o killer, More thon this he is o wanton destroy:r
of living things. H> iz the v"gamc-hog " of th. animnl kingdom. For hii T hawve
the somc contompt I hovs for the humen momb:ir of this clan. Both should be punishzd,
anc death is the only ponalty possibls for the cowsnr. However, when it comes to
vrotieting himeclf, this great cobt is remorkodbly iatcllxucnt anc should not b
dubbed a coward bGCuuS' he has acdopted mithocs which arc poouliorly sultad to his
nzedes



http://kon.gd.om
http://anii.nl

