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SEQUOIA NATURE GUIDE SERVICE

CAVES OF SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK AND TFEIR DISCOVERY

(This bulletin is issued for the general information of the public about the
attractions and beauties of the Sequoia National Park. Those who read it are re-
juested to note the park regulations against entering the caves except on special
permissicn in each case from Superintendents office.

This special regulation is necessary both for the protection of visitors
rom dangers in the caves, and to protect the besutiful formetions in the caves.

Many caves in California have had their bezuties ruined by vandalism end
carelessness, and several of the park ceves heve elready suffered in this way.)

There are five csves within Sequoies Nastional Park, eech of which has its own
neculier attrections. Owing to leck of funds, none of the caves have yet bben
develoned ¢nd exvlored thoroughly enough for any accuraste estimates to be made of
their true size and beauty. But encugh has alreedy been seen of their many orn-
amental hallweys, galleries, £nd chembers to show that they offer majestic beaut-
ies.

The ceves are situated in ¢ mountain ledge or strata of white crystalized
limestone &nd marble formations, which traverses the western portion of the park
in a north and south direction for a distence of some ten miles. This ledge or
strata ranges from one-half to one mile in width, and in many places shows a
depth of over 2,000 feet. The caves are scattered along the ledge at intervals
of from one to three miles apart.

T:king up the cuves in the order of their discovery, ncming, location, ete.,
they are as follows:

PALMER CAVE

Discovered by Joseph Palmer, a hunter and trapper, on November 12, 1872. M.
Palmer nemed the cave in honor of himself at the time of discovery. Tiis cave is
situated on the south side of and near the top of Salt Creek Pinery Ridge, in the
southwestern portion of the park at an elevation of 5,200 feet. Tue cave is en-
tered through an irregular ovening in the roof about 10'x 20 feet. This opening
widens like an inverted funnel and drops sheer 60 feet into the end of a cavera-
ous vault 150 feet long, roof about 50 feet high at thc highest, and side walls
about 50 feet in width at the widest. Through a low opening, well back on the
right side, one pesses into another large cavern; circular in shepe, 100 feet in
diameter, and about 30 feet high. Here are found beautiful stalectites and
stalagmites and one beautiful pillar. Beyond this is yet amother room, long,
narrow, and of no particular interest. Tue beauties of this cave are unimpaired
and the specimens quite perfect. It has been visited by but few pconle, due to
the hardship now attending its entrance. Further explorstion of this cave in its
present condition is out of the question, owing that the main entrence on the
first lending has becn filled up from rocks falling from above. However, enough
has been seen to warrcnt further development and exploretion.

CLCTIGH CAVE

Discovered by Williem C. Clcugh, & miner snd prospecter en April 6, 1885.
Mr. Clough nemed the ceve in honor of himself on the date of his discovery. This
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cave is situasted in the southwestern portion of the park in the side of a mount-
ain along the north benk of the Ssuth Fork of the Kaweah River, at an elevation
of 3,500 feet. In formation this ceave is but o circuler tunnel some 1,000 feet
in length, varying in width end height from 12 to 15 feet. The first 100 feet
are perpendiculzr to the face of the cliff, the floor practicclly level. It then
turns to the left cnd parallcls the frce for cbout 400 feet, the last 150 being
on a plene some 8 feet higher cnd ending in a circuler loop 100 feet in circum-
ference.

When first discovered, this was a becutiful cove for its stclactites, stal-
agmites, cnd pillcrs. But these have been broken cnd ccrried away the hundreds,
while cll1 ere blcckened by the smoke of the pine torches used in its exploration,
2ll of which occurped prior to the crection of the park in 1890, Since the cave
has been tcken into the pcrk, it has been protected cnd is gradually cnd slowly
restoring itself by the dripping wcters from the ceiling which is continuing to
deposit its locd of dissolred lime coarboncte in the building up of new crystels,
stalactites, and stulagmites. Owing to its ccse of zcecess and its locotion on a
amein route of tourist travel, this cave is visited by & great number of park vis-
itors annually.

PARADISE CAVE

The ontrence to this cavec was discovered by H. R. Hormon, a farmer, on June
25, 1901. The cave was explored throughout, and officially nomed on June 2, 1906,
by Charles W. Blossom and Walter Fry, pcrk rengers. The cave is leoccted on the
south side of the ridge which scpcrates the middle ¢nd enst forks of the Kaweah
River nceer tho ccnter west boundary of the park, elevation 5,400 feet. The cave
is tunnel shape in formation, dipping at cbout 45 degree slope from northwest to
southeast a distance of about 380 fect. In some placcs the general passageway is
low and narrow, widening a2t intervals into five circular ceils or chombors renging
from 10 to 40 feet in height cnd width. Two of the chombers heve ¢ greenish tint
with natursl rock exposed, but the rest of them have their sidewalls beautifully
lined with alcbester wnd gypsum formetion. Thev 2lso contain cbundent supoly of
steloetites, stelegmites, #nd pillcrs. There ere mony smell openings that lead
out from the cave thct cre too smcll for o person to pess through. Undoubtedly
these openings lead to other lerge chrmbers, os there is 2 heavy current of cir
pessing through them. Furthermore, ot the time Ranger Blossom and I explored the
cave we found a small opening on top of the ground chout 500 feet to the northeast
of the ceve. We drooped rocks in this opening about the size of our fists, and
could hear them rolling downwecrd for over two minutes. Owing to proximity to
settlement, this cave hes suffercd gre-~tly from hands of vendals, cnd much of its
former becuty has becn imprired; but it is still @ beautiful cave, cnd well worthy
of protecticn cnd furthcr development.

MARBLE CAVE

Discovered October 14, 1906, by Ralph Hopping, o purk concessioner, <nd
Welter Fry, pork ronger. It was ncmed on the following dcy by Walter Fry. This
ccve is situcted in the north centrcl pourtion of the park, at the base of ¢ high
mountain of marble formction, ¢nd necr the water®s edge of the Maurble Fork River,
2levation 3,400 fcet. While this c:ve is of 3cast importance of any cave yet dis-
covered in the park, neverthelwss, it is on of fascinction and striking beauty.
The cave is tunncl sheped in formetion, ranging north cnd south « distancc of some
130 feet cnd parctically level. The ceve proper ranges from 4 to 12 feet in
height and width. This main passageway is diagonally crossed by & creek of water
about six feet below the floor level and five feet in width. The lining cof the
cave is solid marble throughout. The sidc walls zre of white cnd gray merble,
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concave and convex; while the ro'f is of white and pink marble heavily grcoved
and fluteds This cave owing to its marble formation, does not centain either
stalactites or stalagmites.

CRYSTAL CAVE

Discovered Acril 28, 1918, by A. L. Medlsy and C. M. Wzbster, at the time
smployees of the park. The cave was officially named by Walter Fry, Superinten-
dent, April 30, 1918. The cave is situated in the northwestern portion of the
s>ark along the water's edge of Cactus Creek, on the south side of a large mount-
ain of white limestcone formation at an elevation of 3,500 feet. The cave is
formed by two tunnels which lead cut seperately from near the main entrance in a
northeasterly direction to distances of 2,500 and 1,500 feet, respectively.
these tunnels range from 10 to 20 feet in height, and 12 to 40 feet in width.
Taey have scmewhat a zigzag ccurse and much broken ascent, but raise about 160
feet from start to finish, Along the course ©f these tunnels are found 8 separate
and distinct circular chambers that range all the way from 40 tc over 100 feet
in width, and from 20 tc 60 feet in height. It is in this cave that nature has
lavishly traced her design in deccrative glory. Throughout the entire cave the
stalactite formations are rich and wonderfully varied in size, form and color,
In sume uf the chambers the ceiling is a mass of stalactites, scme very large,
others tapering duwn to needle puints. Others drop down from the rocf's great
folds of massive draperies, while in yet others are great fluted cclumns of
stalagmites of surpassing symmetry and bsauty. -Some people who have visited the
cave and claim familierity with noted caves of the wcrld assert that this cave
surpasses all others in the beauty and variety of the decorations. There are
many small ramifications branching off from the main cavern that undoubtedly
lead to other large chambers, as it is evident that the entire mcuntain is honey-
combed by caverns.

The beauties of this cave have nat been impaired, as the Naticnal Park Ser-
vice has kept the cave closed ever since the discovery, pending &n approoriation
from Congress for the installaticn of an adequate lighting systemi

From a close study of the 10 mile strip of limest-ne formaticn which cours-
es through the park,; it would seem that the caves we have are simply the outcrop-
pings from larger caves; and that it is probable thet the entire mountain ledge
is honeycombed with subterranean recesses cnly aweiting their opening and devel-
opment. However, the ceves we now have are an underground wonderlsnd, and seem
to surpass in sublimity and beauty anything of the kind hitherto known. The
caves arc a noteworthy eddition to Sequeoia National Park, and it is hoped that
Congress mey soon appropriate sufficient funds for their development and protect-
ion.

Until the caves ere developed, park visitors are forbidden to enter without
specicl permission from the Superintendent's office in each case. Whenever &
perk ranger is availsble he will be assigned tc conduct parties through the cave.
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