A MWOLVEAINE VERSUs TWO BEAR

By Waites Fuy

It was on the evening of June .0, 10636, wilh United S tates troopers, om, duty
in Sequoia Nationa 1 Park; I established camp for the night in Buck va nyonyja ,ag
elevation of 7,800 feet. Our camp was locatcd bes idec a beautiful mountain stream
in the center of a green meadow, by rough, brokcn countiy of red fir forest and
brush thickets. It was the best game region cof *he park, and we saw many deary -bear_
and other spesies.

Scarcely had we mode camp when we heard the growlings and mutterings of bear.
In order to locate the disturbance, wec walked out on a near by precipice, a nd reach
ing the edge of the cliff, wc suw below us a small grassy openipg, some 150 feect
away. There in plain sight were two large becr, onc a black and the other a browm,
stending on the.decomposed carcass of ¢ cow. The animcls were disputing over the
right of possession, but after much growling and fussing , they both squatted side
by side in friendly, if malodorous, rcpost.

Undetected, we watched the bear for some fiftecn minutes. Then we saw a lurge
wolverine emerge from some brush about onc hundred yards to the rear and above the
two bears. The wolverine secemcd to have nothing in particular on his mind, but was
just ambling along at a slow walk with 2n occasion:l glance to either side.

Whether the wolverine was returning from a long, unsucccessful hunting trip in
an effort to ovbtain food, or was just starting out for his cnening hunt, was not
certain, but I am of the cpinion of the fermer, for the animal showed signs of both
fatigue and hunger. He first lay deun for a few minutes; then got up, turned over
a good sized log undor which he fcund a few snails, which he ate; next he walked a
few paces to & TArge fii tree from the base of vhich he jorked a locge fungus and
swallowed it with one gulp; then he directed his attontion to catching and cating
frogs from some puddles of Latur.

The wolverine continued cn his frog hunt for a fou minutes only, for a sudden
shifting of the wind brought tc¢ his nostrils the scent cf carcion vafted on the
breeze up the canyon. At this he sprang on top of a lurge boulder, pointed his
nose, looked in the direction of the scent and espied the tvwo.bears. He watched
them for a few moments, eyeing the space between him and them, stood for a shert
while studying in a thoughtful mood, then slid quietly to the ground and sat dovn.
He hung his head in serious mcditatlon as if trying to reeson out the best poss-
ible method to obtain possession of the carcass. Soon his bristling hairs tcld
of his decision.. It was fight to death if need be, but have the carcacs he nust.

Shifting his positicn a few paczs to the right, he secured protection of a
large boulder vithin thirty feet of the bears, which shiclded him from their sight.
Advancing cautiously but quickly to the boulder, behind its shelter, he brought his
passions of anger to full height and preparation, rcady for the affray. He stood
up rigid, peered around one side of the boulder, his passionate anger glittering
in his bead-like eyes, while the hair on his back and neck was erect and rough like
that on a dog when going into a fight. His short, brushy tail was hoisted to an
almost perpendicular angle. Then, after having bristled himself up to what appear-
ed double his natural size, in this queer ond picturesque attitude the wolverine
shot down the mountain side, landed directly on top of the carcass between the tvo
oears, and ferociously growled and snopped his powerful jawns and tceth in their
very faces.

Never in all my mcuntain expericnce have I seen wild animals more suddenly
and theroughly frightened than were those twe bear when they leoked up and sav the
wclverine so clese and in such a hestile attitude. Every combative impulse gave
’w"y to hysterical fright. The brown bear:: gave three emormous bounds cnd landed

igh con the side of a large fir, to the top of which he climbed. His ccuponicn
/turﬁed a couplete sunnersault badkwards, ond landed on his feet, head forencet down
n1l1l; and he departed at such speed that only 2 cloud of dust drifting towiards tlhe
‘wess2rn horizon marked his ccurse.
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Then the wolverinc gegan devouring the carcass in an effort to satisfy his
ever gluttonous appetite; but wien cne of the boys of our party approached him,
he gave & course growl, grcbbed a large bone im his wouth, and walked slowly
into the depths of a chcrry thicket. Whercupon, the brown bear cane down the tree
and ran awa Y. .

Never have I been able to figure out why the bear were so outrageously
frightened at the onslaught of 'the wolverine; unless they had been taught by long
cxperience that the wolverine is an animal that once cng: mged in combat fights to
the death.

For many years past it has been ry privilige and pleusure on various occasions
to watch certain vild aniials when in fight and in play within the park; but .the
incident which I cherish nost and at all times seems uperuwost in nmy memory is that
of the fracasssef the wolverine and the two bear.



