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1S Ti WOLVARINE WoRWE VITLE

The Sierrc Nevada Wolverine (Gulo luscus) is meking his last stend. The
gninmel is found in the High Sisrras betwecn 6,500 and 13,000 feet and is meking
a losing fight. Maon is o natural eiemy who seeks to kill the wolverine at
every opportunity; while the porcupine when coptured as food by the wolverine
proves a fatal meal, his sharp quills puncturing the wolverine's intestines and
ccusing painful death within 7 to 10 days.

Range of thc Wolverine

Wolverine formerly ranged in the forests of the colder parts of North
America from the northern limit of timber line south to New Englaond and New
York; in the Rocky Mountcins south to Colorcdo, cnd along the Sierre Nevada
Mountains to Mt. Whitney and Scquoia National Park, Ceolifornia. The inroad
of settlement, the persistent hunting cnd trepping of thec animal for its
beautiful fur, the enmity the anim1l has geined by rcason of its bad morals,
as well &s his taste for porcupine, has resulted in the animels becoming ex-
tinct over the greater portion of their former rexngce. Where still found they
ere few and scattercd.

The last stend of the wolverine is in the western part of their range,
and here they erc becoming very rarc. They erc most abundant in the vicinity
of Mt. Whitncy and Scquoia National Park. This fact is, pcrhaps, due to the
ruggedness of the country, the protection afforded by the Netional Park Scrv-
ice and thc scarcity of porcupine. Many of the cnimels have been ¥illed in
rccent years near the pcrk and were, no doubt, products of the park. The last
cepture was at Minersl King during the winter of 1921,22. Three animels were
taken, in oxcellent condition and fine spceimens, the largest weighing cbout
135 pounds. This catch prectically wiped out the spceies in the Miner:l King
District for tlic trocks of but oune waiwel have since been observed in that dis-
trict. One of thesc skins is now on cxkibit ot the Park Muscum at Gicnt Forest.

Family and Deseriostiosn

The wolverine is by far the largest und most formidcble of the weasel
femily. It is a strong, heavy-bodied enimel, seldom weighing over 135 pounds,
or exceeding 22 inches in height or 40 inches in length, with a tcil vertebrae
about 8 inches long covered with long, coarse hairs drcoping to & brush. The
hcad is short and wide, with powerful jaws set with hcavy teeth. The legs are
short cnd hecvy and the feet are armed with long sharp clews. The coloring
of the pelage is unique and beautiful, being mixed with black, yellow &nd gray.
The front and sides of the head cre groyish, while the body is black varying
to chestnut brown with & broad undefined ycllowish bcnd elong the sideos and
over the hips, meeting ot the bcse of the teil.

The wolverine, corrionly specking, is not en eggressive anincl, but will
fight desperately when cttacked or for the ccre of its young. When once en-
gcged in combat the beast knows no such thing as retrent, dyinz, if nccd be,
but never felling back. He fights as long &s a single spork of life remains.
Mountecin lion, beer and rmountain coyotes, whether coming singly or collect-
ively upon a wolverine, secm to realize his ferociousness end quickly give
way to his path. They know through long expericnce, thet this is an animel
which must be let clone so undoubtedly believe in the lozic of "live and let
live". The wolverinc not only expects the larger enimels to let him alone
but requires them to give up their own prey and nernit hin to satisfy his
gluttonous appetite.



King Beast of the Sierras

That the wolverine rarks as king heast of the Sierras, to rie there is not
a shadow of doubt. This fact is born out by reeson of my own observations, as
well as those of others who heve nntzd their conduct toward other wild animals
at certain times and at verious places within Sequuie Nationel Park - a few
instances of which I will relata: .

July 30, 1906 - Two adult bear, one hlack #nd one brown, gave over to one
adult wolverine, with excitement .4 great haste at Buck Canyon, the carcass
of a cow upon which they were feeding.

Cctober 1, 1907 - Three large rnountein coyotes thet were feeding on the
carcass of & horse at Grouse Flat vucated the vicinity immediately unon the ap-
proach of one medium-sized wolverine.

September 30, 1508 - One large and one medium-sized mount.in lions were
feasting on a deer that they had recently killed at Willow Meadows, but after
much growling and threatened resistence on the part of the larger lion both
gave way to the approach of one medium-sized wolverine.

Feeding Habits

The wolverine has no winning bursts of speed to catch his food supply;
nor has he the gift of stalking his quarry. His lack of speed and skill has
forced the animal to be a scavenger and eat anything in the way of flesh that
is coptured or found dead. He has & voracious appetite but no doubt rczn fast
for many days, a condition to which he is often forced during the deep énow_pf
winter. Because of his voracious appetite, the animcl is often called the
"Glutton". This seems appropriate, for not elsewhere in North America do I
know of & mammal in proportion to its size with such capacity for coarse food
at one given time, or which has such powerful orgons.for the digestion as thet
of the wolverine. His principal food in the Sierra Nevadas consists of the
yellow~bellied marmots, carrion govnhers, rats znd micc, with occasional sick
or crippled wild animals which he is able to dreg down. "7ith his long claws
and great strength he can dig very rapidly end catch meny of the smeller rod-
ents in their burrows. The wolverine does not hunt in mess formetion, but
simply braves it alone in a solitary way.

The wolverine are tireless wenderers snd do most of their traveling at
night, but when forced by hunger they will hunt by dey. They have but little
migratory impulse fnd usually remein in the vicinity wherc born. They do not
dig burrows in which to live or for shelter and protection, as do some of their
smellcr brethren, but simply lie down in pleces at rendom, usually under some
shelving rock or at the base of a tree.

ggg Morals

The wolverine has very bad morals that have gained him the enmity of not
a few. They often follow the trap lines of fur trappers, eating or destroying
the catches, baits, «nd, at times, drag away the treps. They will, also, oc-
casionally invade the renger's and trapper's cebins by tearing a hole through
the roof or side~wall, destroy the food contents, znd what they cen neither
eat nor carry away they defile in such manner s to render it unfit for use.
They will expend & surprising amount of labor in the carrying off and burying
of food stuffs and often include other wurticles for which they have no use.

Personal Exveriences with Wolverine

The tradition that wolverine src rcedy to attack cny humen being gives
the impression of & very dangerous animal; but I regerd it as pure fiction.
On two occasions heve I come upon wolverine alone in the doytime in their nat-
urcl haunts in the Sequoie Nationel Park, where they had probably never before
been disturbed by men. Neither time did they show any signs of combat. From
the actions of these two znimcls, I base my belicf that the wolverine will
under eny ordinary circumstances give way to the presencc of man.



It was on the morning of August 31, 1905 that I came upon my first wolver-
ine in the frece state of his cxistence et the eastern edge of Gient Forest on
the Altcz Treil, elevation 7,500 feet. The animcl wes ¢ very lerge onc and was
busily engaged in e&n effort to dig a "ground hos" from an cmbankment & few feet
off the trail. He was making repid progress. So determined was the animel in
the pursuit of his quarry thet not until I hed epnroeched within less than
forty feet did he notice my wnrescncce; end when he sew me in such proximity it
gave him a grect shock of surprise and fmazement such s he had pcrhaps never
before haed in his life - &s wes cleerly demonstrated by his cctions. He immed-
ictely spreng upon @ lorge fir log at the butt of which I was standing and
turned facing me, gave o cocrse gutturel growl ~nd showed his teeth. His small
blcek beadlike cyes were focused direct at my countenance as if to detect any
signs of hostility. FEis nosc was then hoisted high in the zir as if to dcter-
mine the unusucl scent; the ezrs, which with respect to size c<nd shape, resem-
bled two silver dollcrs, stood well out from the hezd as if to gresp cny un-
usucl sound; the white pearly claws of the front feet were occasionally scrach-
ed on the bark of the log <s if prepering for immedicte use in warfare.

After remcining in this stctuesque cttitude for some five minutes, the
beast advonced slowly on the log towards me «nd looked me direct in the fcace.
When he had approcched within about fiftecn feet he suddecnly stopped s if to
collect his philosophiczl mind in rcasoning out o proposition wherc death threct-
ened him. His cdvence seemed for the purpose of getting o better look at me in
order to escertain morc accurately as to just what sort of a being I was, or
whether cor not I was a hostile genus or hereditery enemy for he showed no signs
of anger, fear or aggression. However, at that very criticcl moment I hed my
pistol leveled at his hecrt end ny finger on the trigger, with the exception
of matching my skill in markmonshivp egainst his temper and grit in ccse he
showed evidence of combat. He stood for & few scconds scrutinizing me from
head to foot, then begen to retrect by walking backwards on the log whence he
came for o distonce of some thirty feet, sprang to the ground and departed into
the forest., I followed the cnimsl for a distence of some two hundred yards,
but all thc while he kept his distance end close wateh of me by looking beack
over his shoulders. On three different occasions I stcmped my feet ropidly on
the ground aos if in running pursuit, and each occasion he would immedietely
right-about-face and advance a few steps towards me. Feving ecmused myself
after this fashion for s-me few minutes, the enimal wes nermitted to go his
own way into the depnths of the forest.

The second wolverinc I nmet was on the afternoon of July 30, 192064 at Buck
Cenyon, 7 miles cast of Gi+nt Forest, elcvetion 7,800 ft. This was the same
animcl to which I have referred as heving driven two beers away from a carcass.
Two men &nd myself in hiding some 150 feet eway wetched this affeir without
eny of the ¢nimals detecting our nresence. After the fracas had ended between
the three animels ond the wolverine was in possession of the carcass, I decided
to make & test as to whether or not he would yield to my anproach. I shifted
ny position by crawling a few peces to & huge boulder that stood within about
fifty feet of hin and between us. I then crawled up to the boulder, peeped
around one side, £nd for « few moments watched his mecthod of repast. The bears
had left little but large bones which they were unable to chew; however, the
wolverine crushed these as if thoy were mere chelk and swallowed them with
rcpacious delight. After watching the cnimal for some five minutes, pistcl in
hand, I stepped out in plcin sight and edvinced slowly towards him. The wol-
verine looked up at me, gave & coarse growl, grabbed a large bone in his mouth,
then walked slowly into the shelter of & dense cherry thicket.

Do Violverin® Climb Trces%®

The question is often asked, "Do Wolverine climb trees?" To this I would
sey that never have I seen wolverine c¢limb trecs but have a verified record of
such.



The occurrance took place during the month of Msy, 1903, ct Minersl King
California. Two Forest Rengers, Clirence W. Fry, Threce Rivers, California end
William A. Hindmen, Viselic, Celifornia, ceme suddenly uwon & wolverine that
climbed trees and without hesitation. The animel, when first routed from its
lair, geve a few jurips, climbed up & lerge fir trece sormc thirty feet, then
backed to the ground quickly. When the animel reached thce ground, upon being
pursued closely by both men and & dog, it climbed un 2 sccond lerge fir tree
e distance of some sixty feet, at which point it wes shot £nd killed by Renger

Fry.

Breecding Habits

Little is known &bout the breeding hebits of the wolverine. It is sup-
posed thet young ere born in June and renge fron one to four in number. Upon
two occasions I heve come upon beds in Sequoic. Notional Park where young had
been born and reercd, as was plainly evidenced by the premises end surroundings.
The first was found on the north spur of Mb. 8illimcn on Scptember 10, 1909,
elevetion 10,800 fect. The second wes on the south side of Vundever Mountain,
on September 18, 1918, clevction 11,000 fect. In both cases the choice for
beds or dens wes under shelving rocks cnd but little preporation had been made
for the occasion. A round-like excavation some 6 inches in depth and 5 feet
in width, with scuant lining of grasses and small pieces of pine boughs, com=-
prised the whole. The strcnge feature of both lzirs found was that no bones
of the animels that had fcllen vietim of their prey could be found, as is clways
the case in such instences with the lion, bear, fox, wolf end lynx. N doubt
these had been consumed by the parent mother as food, or carried away for some
distance.

In 211 my mountzcin experience I have never yet heoard & wolverine, when
captured or otherwise, to give voice to anything but a cocrse gutturzl growl.
Perheps through long experience they know the velue of silence and prefer to
keep secret their genercl whereabouts.

The wolverine is an animal endowed by nature with the stwongest of con-
stitution, philosophical mind end excellent recsoning power. FHed this not been
the case the species could not, with its meny hardicans, have survived to this
time. The wolverino's sensc of smell «rd hecring is foir, but his vision is
short, and his shepc such that he is a poor runncr., They do not hibernate in
winter, es do the bear, but cre forced to hunt deily for their living. Neither
do they migrete to lowlznds during deep snow neriocds in winter, as do meny other
animels, but brave the storm-swept elements on upner timber line where it would
seen thet no living thing could cxist.

Should the Volverine be Protected or Extorminated?

The wolverine form one of the rmiost intercsting members of the Celifornics
nemiael lifc end steps should be teken for their immediat protcetion. Their
cexterminetion, to nc, secons o very scrious erime in which man will be held to
strict accountebility. Furthermore, I belicve that thesc animals have pleyed
an important part in helping to seve the larger geme animals during attacks
of contegious discascs by consuning «s food the dead and sick animals, thus
preventing spread of contagion.

So the question now at issuc is, "Is the Wolverinc worth while?" If so,
they should be protected. If the wolverine is not worth preserving, at their
present rate of extinetion they will soon go down and out end will pass to
join in history the mestodon «nd mermoth of the pest.



