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SEQUOIA NATURE GUIDE SERVICE

"VICTORY OF THE IOUKTAIN BLUEBIRD"

The MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD stands first in the hearts of those who love the
wild things of our glorious mountainse.

The Bird Beauty Contest of tlie Sequoia Nautional Park has come to a close.
Ornithologists as well as ricre bird-lovers voted in large numbers for their
favorite birds, and the Katurce Guide Service at Giant Forcst has been over- -
whelned by correspondcnce as well as by congratulations on this original way
of deternining the relative popularity of our nountain birds.

Those who tvoted ranged from naturalists of prominence like Dri J. Grinmell,
in charge of Museun of Vertebrate Zoology at Berkeley, and Francis Farquhar,
Naturalist, San Francisceo, to littlc children at Giant Forest whose alnest il-
legible scrawls nade it difficult to decipher their favorites.

A total of 178 votes werc cast in this contest.

The Mountain Bluebird (Sialia Arctica) stood first with 58 votes, but was
crovded closc by the Tanager with 65 votes.

The order in which contesting birds were placed when votes wete cast is
as follows:

MOUNTAIN BLUEBIR® <« 58
WESTERN TANAGER - 55
BULLOCK JRIOLE - 26
CEDAR WAXVING - 21

16 (including the Pelliated Woodpecker,
the Robin, Evening Grosbeak;
Townsend Solitairc, etc.)

The following is description of the coloring of plumnge and size of the
Mountain Bluebird:

ADULT MALE: Upper parts light purplish or grecnish blue; under parts
pale greenish blue. In winter color dulled by brownish tips to feathers
above and below, ADULT FEITALE: Upper parts brownish gray; wings and tail
bright blue; under parts fawn color with bluc showing through. MNALE: length
{inches) 6,51 - 7.91; wing 4.61 - 4.81; %ail 3.6 - 3,15,

FEMALE: length 7.0 - 7.21; wing 4.21 - 4.31; tail 2,75 - 2.91.

The HMountain Blucbird inhabits mainly thc Boreal and Arctic zones through-
out the Sierras, fron the Great Slave ILakes south to New liexico, and fron the
western part of the plains to the Pacific.

Their food for this vicinity consists principally of pine weavil, noths,
crickets, grasshoppers, ants, pine beetles, wild cherries, nistletoe and wild
grapes.

This contest has stiimlated enthusiasi: anong the anateur naturalists and
has brought to the attention of the sualler children the beautices of the birds
within the park.

Of course, all National Parks are sanctuaries for birds and other wild
life. But, owing to the loeation of the Sequoia National Park and the fact
that here the High Sierras approach ncarcst to the Imperial Valley, this park
is in a specially favored situation for ornithological study. Within a nile
or two of Giant Forcst cvery lifc zone - 174 species - is represented, fron
the demtex Angtral at 1100 feet near Alder Creek Ranger Station on the Middle
Fo#fR of the Kaweah River, to the Arctic zome on iffs Alta [1EROD fpedd 9 niles
fron Giant Forcst, ‘

86 watbch for the bird with its exquisite coloring of blue which seems to
blend in harnony with the skies of the heaven.
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