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Coalition Actions
The Coalition has launched their annual giving campaign and we hope you'll consider
making a financial gift this year. Your support allows the Coalition to expand their
advocacy efforts, tackle more issues, and continue to act in support of our national park
system. To make a gift to the Coalition, or to learn how to give online or by mail,
please click here. Thank you for your support of the Coalition and our national parks!

Each year, the Coalition accepts nominations for the George Hartzog Award, which is
given to the individual or individuals who demonstrated outstanding support for the
mission of the national park system and/or the National Park Service. Recipients can be
active NPS employees, NPS retirees, or members of the general public who have
demonstrated support of or service to the national park system. Nominations can be
submitted here and have been extended until December 6, 2021.
 
The Senate has confirmed Charles Sams III to lead the National Park Service, making him
the first Senate-confirmed director of the agency since the Obama administration. We
issued a statement today, celebrating the news and saying, "we look forward to working
with Mr. Sams to protect national monuments and public lands, advance the America the
Beautiful initiative, combat climate change, ensure appropriate funding is in place for our
parks and programs, and support NPS employees who work tirelessly to preserve and
protect our national parks.": https://protectnps.org/2021/11/19/coalition-celebrates-
confirmation-of-mr-charles-sams-as-19th-director-of-nps/

Just prior to the vote, Coalition member Cherry Payne penned an op-ed in support of Mr.
Sams and the administration's climate and conservation goals:
https://www.abqjournal.com/2447040/senate-should-ok-sams-to-lead-national-park-
service.html

We issued a statement applauding the Biden Administration's announcement that
Department of the Interior will initiate consideration of a 20-year withdrawal of federal
lands within a 10-mile radius around Chaco Culture NHP to protect the area from new
federal oil and gas leasing and development: https://protectnps.org/2021/11/15/coalition-
applauds-plan-to-protect-chaco-culture-national-historical-park-from-oil-and-gas-drilling/

The Coalition joined a letter sent to Governor Newsom of California requesting that his
administration ensure that the proposed Brightline West High-Speed Rail Project include
three wildlife overpasses, which are necessary to avoid the permanent blockage of critical
California wildlife corridors resulting from the Project’s concrete barrier walls:
https://protectnps.org/2021/11/12/coalition-signs-on-in-support-of-wildlife-overpasses/

In partnership with NPCA and other agencies and organizations, we signed on to a letter
sent to the NPS and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation regarding the
transmission line project over the James
River: https://protectnps.org/2021/11/12/coalition-joins-letter-regarding-transmission-line-
project-over-james-river/

The Coalition joined a letter sent to Secretary Haaland requesting that DOI and NPS
remove the land acquisition provisions from the Investment Review Board Charter of
August 7, 2020, and from any other Facilities Investment Strategy guidance. Our concern
is that it places an unnecessary and burdensome layer of process that could delay land
acquisitions and discourage future projects: https://protectnps.org/2021/11/12/coalition-
joins-partners-in-request-to-doi-to-remove-land-acquisition-provisions-from-irb-charter/

We joined a letter sent to Bureau of Land Management Director Tracy Stone-Manning
requesting that the BLM extend the comment periods for eight oil and gas leasing
proposals (covering over 700,000 acres of public land in ten states) by at least 60 days to
help ensure adequate public participation in the decision-making process for these
proposals: https://protectnps.org/2021/11/15/coalition-sigs-on-in-support-of-extending-
comment-periods-for-oil-and-gas-leasing-proposals/

The Coalition signed on to a letter sent to President Biden, asking him to deliver on the
climate promises made on the campaign trail and to take immediate, concrete steps to
overhaul the federal fossil fuel program and end new fossil fuel leasing. This letter was
sent in the wake of the decision on November 17th to offer for sale more than 80 million
acres in the Gulf of Mexico to the fossil fuel industry: 
https://protectnps.org/2021/11/17/coalition-signs-on-letter-urging-administration-to-
overhaul-federal-fossil-fuel-program/

The Coalition joined extensive comments submitted to the state of Indiana regarding the
Indiana Department of Environmental Management’s proposed Regional Haze State
Implementation Plan for the Second Implementation Period:
https://protectnps.org/2021/11/16/comments-on-indianas-proposed-regional-haze-state-
implementation-plan/
 
National/Regional NPS Updates
A summary of news pertaining to management and oversight of the NPS, to current trends and issues

affecting the National Park System or on a more regional basis.

DOI to test green transportation on public lands - Interior Secretary Deb Haaland
and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg signed a joint pledge on November 17
to utilize new infrastructure funding to test new green technology, such as self-
driving shuttle buses, electric scooters and bikes, and real-time parking information
in national parks.  Source: Buckrail
 
White House releases plan on diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility - In June
2021, President Biden signed Executive Order 14035 (a reboot of Obama-
era Executive Order 13583 of August 18, 2011), which establishes a coordinated
government-wide initiative to promote diversity and inclusion in the federal
workplace, and stated they would development a strategic plan to that effect within
150 days.  The plan was released on November 23 and can be found here.  It
consists of seven sections that cover the vision, operating principles, priorities,
roadmap, maturity model tool, framework, and next steps.  Each federal agency is
to conduct a self-assessment and develop an agency diversity, equity, inclusion,
and accessibility strategic plan by March 23, 2022.  Source: The White House
 
Secretary Haaland calls for removal of derogatory place names - On November 19,
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland ordered a federal panel to eliminate racist
terms from federal use. The task force will include representatives from federal land
management agencies and experts from the DOI, and tribal consultation and public
feedback will be included in the process.  Source: Miami Herald
 
7 new Tribal Historic Preservation agreements signed - In 2021, the NPS signed
seven new Tribal Historic Preservation agreements with tribes in Washington,
Texas, Colorado, California, Utah, New Mexico, and Nevada.  The program assists
Native Tribes in strengthening their historic preservation programs managed
through Tribal Historic Preservation Offices on tribal lands, allowing Tribes
responsibility that would otherwise fall to a State Historic Preservation Office. 
There are 200 other Tribes with signed THPO agreements nationwide.  Source:
Sierra Sun Times
 
NPS updates best practices for selling Native arts and handicrafts in parks - The
NPS Commercial Services Program collaborates with the Indian Arts and Crafts
Board to provide information and resources to park concessioners to offer support
and guidance for selling Native artwork and handicrafts in parks.  They recently
held new meetings and updated their website with the latest guidance.  Source:
National Park Service Commercial Services Program
 
Biggest Battlefield Land Acquisition Grant awarded - The NPS awarded its largest
BLAG of all-time, $4.6 million to the American Battlefield Trust to protect 250 acres
of the Williamsburg Civil War battlefield in York County, Virginia.  The grant was
nearly 10 years in the making. Virginia's Departments of Conservation and
Recreation and Historic Resources will collaborate on the administration of the
grant.  Source: National Park Service
 
PEW gives overview of new NPS infrastructure funding - The PEW Charitable Trusts
published a brief overview of the new Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act and
how it will support the NPS through the Federal Lands Transportation Program and
the Nationally Significant Federal Lands and Tribal Projects Program.  Source: The
PEW Charitable Trusts
 
Use of federal lands may change due to climate change - A new study by
researchers from Utah State University, published in the journal Global
Environmental Change, suggests that global climate change may shift summer
public lands recreation to the shoulder and winter seasons due to rising
temperatures.  Source: Hatch
 
Overview of invasive mammals in national parks - National Parks Traveler published
an article giving a broad overview of invasive mammals in national parks, as well as
the challenges to managing them.  Source: National Parks Traveler
 
Ken Burns argues for confronting violent Native American history - The Washington
Post published a short article and 5-minute video by filmmaker Ken Burns that
encourages Americans to do a better job of acknowledging the violent treatment of
Native Americans, such as has been done at Sand Creek Massacre National
Historic Site, previously called a "heroic battle."  Source: The Washington Post

Around the Parks
Park reports are in alphabetical order. 

Antietam National Battlefield, Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historical Park -
DOI Secretary Deb Haaland and Rep. David Trone (D-MD) toured the two parks,
where they discussed the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law's investments in
infrastructure and climate resiliency, and met with local stakeholders to discuss
environmental justice.  Source: Department of the Interior
 
Bent's Old Fort National Historic Site - On November 26, the park announced
changes to entrance fees and cash-free payments, which will start on January 2. 
The changes were put to a round of public comments over the summer.  Source:
Bent's Old Fort National Historic Site
 
Bryce Canyon National Park - On November 26, the park announced changes to
fees for campground reservations, backcountry permits, and dump station use. 
The fee changes were put to a round of public comments this year.  The changes
go into effect January 1.  Source: KUTV
 
Buffalo National River - The park will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2022 through
a series of events throughout the year.  Events will include an oral history story
event, presentations about geology, history, and science, and expositions of art and
music.  Source: The Batesville Daily Guard
 
Camp Nelson National Monument - On November 20, the park held its first
programming since becoming a unit of the National Park Service in October.  The
program was a memorial walk to acknowledge the deaths of 102 family members of
Black soldiers who were removed from the military camp in the middle of a winter
storm.  Source: WKYT
 
Everglades National Park - On November 18, Superintendent Pedro Ramos met
with DOI Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks Shannon Estenoz, and
Rodney Barreto, chairman of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, to consider an emergency response program to feed manatees in the
wake of over 1,000 deaths this year.  The mortality is over double the previous two
years' annual counts.  This is believed to be due to increased nutrient pollution,
resulting in the death of seagrass, as well as development that has cut off access to
other traditional wintering areas.  Source: The Eagle-Tribune/Miami Herald
 
Glacier National Park - The Titusville Herald ran an article profiling the park's
historical architect, Kim Hyatt, and his ongoing work at the park.  Source: The
Titusville Herald
 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area - On November 20, DOI Secretary Deb
Haaland visited Alcatraz Island.  It was the 52nd anniversary of the 1969 19-month
occupation of the island by Native American activists.  Haaland's comments
highlighted the progress of the civil rights movement for Native peoples in the
United States, as well as ongoing challenges.  Her remarks can be read here. 
Source: Politico, Native News Online
 
Grand Teton National Park, John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial Parkway - The parks
have announced that all campgrounds are now reservable on recreation.gov.  Most
will be available on a six-month rolling basis, while a small number will be held for
reservation on a 14-day rolling basis.  Source: Grand Teton National Park
 
Ice Age National Scenic Trail - The NPS has approved a Finding of No Significant
Impact for its Fire Management Plan at the Ice Age Complex at Cross Plains,
Wisconsin.  Source: Ice Age National Scenic Trail
 
Joshua Tree National Park - USC News ran an article about a pilot shade
structure designed by students and faculty at the USC School of Architecture for
the park.  It is durable enough to withstand earthquakes and its design is inspired
by a cholla cactus skeleton.  It received an award from the Los Angeles Chapter of
the American Institute of Architects.  The structure will be installed some time in the
next four months.  Source: USC News
 
Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park - The park received International Dark
Sky Park certification.  It was supported through the certification process by many
partners, including the Hill Country Alliance, a non-profit that builds awareness and
community support for natural resources and heritage.  Source: My San Antonio
 
Muir Woods National Monument (Golden Gate National Recreation Area) - The NPS
has selected Cloudless Skies Park Company, LLC to operate food and beverage
and retail services at the park under a 10-year concession contract.  They have
operated the current concession since May 2009.  The new contract is effective
May 1.  Source: Golden Gate National Recreation Area
 
Muscontetcong River (Wild & Scenic) - The NPS, the Chevron Environmental
Management Company, the Muscontetcong River Management Council, and the
Musconetcong Watershed Association removed nine old oil pipelines from the
river.  The pipelines were no longer in use and may be some of the oldest petroleum
pipelines in the country.  They were already filled with cement and capped and
presented no pollution threat, but they occasionally became a navigational hazard
for paddlers during low flow.  Source: National Park Service Region 1
 
Natchez National Historical Park - The NPS has selected Warren Reuther, Jr, doing
business as Natchez.com, to provide event and tour ticketing service at the newly-
acquired Natchez Visitor Center through a five year-lease beginning December 1. 
Previously, the City of Natchez sold tickets at the Natchez Visitor Reception Center. 
Source: Natchez National Historical Park
 
Ninety Six National Historic Site - The Charlotte Observer ran a profile on Joshua
Manley, the new superintendent and his vision for the park.  Source: The Charlotte
Observer
 
Padre Island National Seashore - On November 17, a group called Save the Sea
Turtles came to the Nueces County Commissioner's Court meeting, claiming the
NPS is trying to oust scientist Dr. Donna Shaver and her sea turtle program via a
current park traffic study that would limit vehicle traffic and charge entrance fees for
future turtle releases.  They claim that Dr. Shaver has been told that funding from
Deepwater Horizon oil spill is being withheld unless Dr. Shaver can get vehicles off
the beach.  Superintendent Eric Brunneman wrote a response stating that there is
no intention of cutting funding to the sea turtle program and that Deepwater
Horizon funding, which represents 30% of the program's funding, will run out in
2026. Brunneman also stated that the NPS is not pursuing changes to beach
driving or associated fees at the park.  Source: KIII
 
Padre Island National Seashore - The NPS has awarded EA Engineering, Sciences
and Technology, Inc. a contract to conduct a preliminary study of beach
management.  Source: Padre Island National Seashore
 
President's Park (White House) - The 99th National Christmas Tree Lighting,
presented by the NPS and National Park Foundation, will take place at the Ellipse in
the park on December 2.  LL COOL J will host, and many musical performances will
accompany the lighting.  Source: Sierra Sun Times
 
President's Park (White House) - Newsweek ran an article documenting NPS
correspondence with Women for America First, who was responsible for requesting
permits for the event that resulted in the violence that occurred at the U.S. Capitol
of January 6, 2021.  They also documented internal NPS and federal agency
emails, which focused on typical event logistics rather than major security
concerns.  Source: Newsweek
 
Rocky Mountain National Park - Due to the success of past iterations, the park will
bring back a reservation system for a third summer.  The 2022 system will look
similar to 2021's with minor changes, including a slight increase in available
reservations.  The park has stated that it is currently in the pre-NEPA (National
Environmental Policy Act) phase of gathering data, civic engagement, and public
comments on its long range visitor planning efforts.  A report is to come out in
January and officials plan to complete a Visitor Use Management Framework this
spring.  Source: Sky-Hi News
 
Statue of Liberty National Monument - Cleveland.com ran an article chronicling the
complicated history of the Statue of Liberty, a story also told by the NPS' relatively
new museum on Liberty Island adjacent to the statue.  The new museum opened in
spring of 2019, but was closed for most of 2020 due to the pandemic; it replaced a
smaller museum that had been inside the statue.  Source: Cleveland.com
 
Virgin Islands National Park - On November 16, the Virgin Islands Economic
Development Commission extended a suspension of CBI Acquisitions' tax
incentive benefit certificate to June 2022, contingent upon a status update on its
negotiations with the National Park Service over extending its Retained Use Estate
for the Caneel Bay Resort.  The move allows the company to keep the right to
retain the tax benefits if the resort reopens.  It has been closed since 2017
hurricanes and the RUE is set to expire in 2023.  CBI Acquisitions has unresolved
obligations related to its tax benefit certificate related to unpaid charitable
contributions from 2015-2017.  Source: Virgin Islands Daily News
 
Virgin Islands National Park - The NPS announced the launch of a new formal
process for the redevelopment of Caneel Bay. The NPS has stated that its early
priorities are framing the objectives for redevelopment, which they will then use to
define the project scope, conduct a comprehensive environmental assessment, and
outline the site's commercial, recreational, and preservation areas.  They expect
these concepts to be made available for public comment this winter.  Source: Virgin
Islands National Park
 
Virgin Islands National Park - The NPS administrative center at Vessup Bay in Red
Hook is to be renovated, pending congressional funding and approval from the
Virgin Islands Coastal Zone Management Committee.  NPS staff presented to the
Committee on November 17.  The Committee will be making a site visit to the
property, and public comment to the Committee is now being accepted via their
website and email.  Source: The St. Croix Source
 
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area - The week of November 15, the park, in
collaboration with John Muir National Historic Site, Smart Workforce Center,
Humboldt Cider Company, and Friends of Redwood Acres, transplanted 47 apple
trees into the Tower House Historic District.  Most of the park's historic fruit trees
perished during the Carr Fire, but the park took cuttings from the survivors and
grafted them with root stock.  They then transplanted these small trees at
Whiskeytown.  Source: Whiskeytown National Recreation Area
 
Yosemite National Park - The park has announced that the Tuolumne Meadows
Campground will close for renovations until at least 2024, and possibly 2025.  The
campground has not received upgrades since the 1960s.  Bridalveil Creek and
Crane Flat will also be closed for renovations through 2023.  Source:
myMotherLode.com

Personnel Changes

Eisenhower National Historic Site - Jana Friesen McCabe was named as the new
Site Manager.  She has over 20 years of NPS experience, most recently in
interpretation operations at Belmont-Paul Women's Equality National Monument. 
She will start her new role on January 2. Source: Eisenhower National Historic Site
 
Gateway Arch National Park, Ste. Geneviève National Historical Park - Jeremy
Sweat was selected as the new superintendent.  He has 15 years of NPS
experience, most recently as the division  manager for the Intermountain Region's
Planning and Compliance Division.  He starts his new role in January.  Source:
Gateway Arch National Park
 
Northeast Region - Christie Anastasia has been selected as the new chief of
partnerships and tourism for the region.  She most recently served as the public
affairs specialist at Acadia National Park.  Source: Mount Desert Islander

Park People
Here we honor deceased park employees, as well as important news about Coalition Members. People

are listed alphabetically by last name.

     Deceased

Chris Lin, 69, passed away on November 13.  He was a high voltage electrician for
the NPS at Yosemite National Park from 1987 until his retirement in 2009.  Source:
Mariposa Gazette

Open for Comment
Items will stay on this list until public comment has closed.

Big Cypress National Preserve - Public comment is now open on a Draft Hydrologic
Restoration Management Plan.  Comments are open until December 7.  Source: Big
Cypress National Preserve
 
Big Cypress National Preserve - Public comment is now open on a proposal to
modify Burnett Oil Company's existing plan of operations for the Nobels Grade 3D
Seismic Survey.  Comments are open until December 7.  Source: Big Cypress
National Preserve
 
Death Valley National Park - Public comment is now open on a proposal to remove
contaminated soils from Gold Hill Mine.  Comments are open until December 26. 
Source: Death Valley National Park
 
Glacier Bay National Park - Public comment is now open on an Environmental
Assessment to replace employee housing used by the concessioner.  Comments
are open until December 21.  Source: Glacier Bay National Park
 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area - Public comment is now open on the
Stinson Beach Parking Area Rehabilitation Project.  Comments are open until
December 10.  Source: Golden Gate National Recreation Area
 
Great Basin National Park - Public comment is now open on a proposed expansion
and rehabilitation of the Lower Lehman Creek Campground.  Comments are open
until December 1.  Source: Lincoln County Record
 
Rocky Mountain National Park - Public comment is now open on proposed fee
increases for vehicle entrance and campgrounds.  Comments are open until
January 7.  Source: Sky-Hi News
 
Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve - Public comment is now open on an
Environmental Assessment of the Spanish-American War Battery, a newly acquired
asset for the park.  Comments are open until December 13.  Source: Timucuan
Ecological and Historic Preserve
 
Vicksburg National Military Park - Public comment is now open on a Parkwide Road
System Study.  Comments are open until December 3.  Source: The Vicksburg Post
 
Wolf Trap National Park for the Performing Arts - Public comment is now open on
an Environmental Assessment for changes to the park's General Management
Plan.  Comments are open until December 30.  Source: Inside NOVA

Other Department of the Interior News

Fossil fuel companies to pay more to drill on federal lands and waters - On
November 26, the Department of the Interior released an 18-page report describing
the current federal oil and gas leasing program as "outdated" and a poor return on
investment, as well as a hindrance to slowing global climate change.  A new royalty
rate is expected as a result, though a number was not listed in the report. 
Companies will also likely pay more in the bond they are required to set aside for
cleanup before development begins.  Source: The Washington Post
 
GAO report shows BLM headquarters move hurt effectiveness of agency - On
November 18, the Government Accountability Office released a report that the 2016
Bureau of Land Management restructuring and headquarters move from
Washington, D.C. to Grand Junction, Colorado had the effect of increasing
vacancies by 169% and created significant delays to decision making throughout
the agency.  In particular, staff who identify as Black or Asian were
disproportionately affected in the move.  They also found that the BLM lacks an
agency-wide strategic workforce plan that aligns human capital with mission goals,
nor a long-term strategy for acquiring and retaining staff.  Source: The Hill, The
Washington Post, Government Accountability Office
 
DOI increases protection and access to Indigenous sacred sites - On November 16,
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland announced a new interagency Memorandum
of Understanding to increase collaboration with Tribes to ensure stewardship and
access to sacred sites on federal lands, and incorporate Traditional Ecological
Knowledge into management.  The signatory agencies were the Departments of the
Interior, Agriculture, Transportation, and Energy, the Environmental Protection
Agency, the White House Council on Environmental Quality, the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation, and the Tennessee Valley Authority.  Source: Department
of the Interior
 
Conservation groups urge tribal consultation on gray wolf management - More than
60 conservation groups have requested that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
consult with tribal nations as part of its planned status review of gray wolf
populations. The letter comes on the heels of the White House summit on tribal
nations and a memorandum of understanding to include Indigenous Traditional
Ecological Knowledge in federal decision making. Source: National Parks Traveler

Congressional Actions
Reports on legislation, upcoming hearings, and new public laws of relevance to the national parks,

prepared by Don Hellmann, former assistant director, legislative and Congressional affairs for the National

Park Service.

      New Public Laws

November 15 – The president signed into law H.R. 3684, to authorize funds for federal-
aid highways, highway safety programs, and transit programs (Public Law 117–58).  The
two-part bill consists of the Biden Administration’s Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act, as well as a five-year reauthorization for federal highway programs.  See the Coalition
Report from November 17 for a summary of the provisions that affect the NPS.

     Senate Actions

November 18 – The Senate confirmed the nomination of Charles F. Sams III, of Oregon,
to be Director of the National Park Service.

November 18 – The Committee on Energy and Natural Resources ordered favorably
reported the following business items:

S. 172 and H.R. 1664, bills to authorize the National Medal of Honor Museum
Foundation to establish a commemorative work in the District of Columbia and its
environs;
S. 270, to amend the Act entitled "Act to provide for the establishment of the Brown
v. Board of Education National Historic Site in the State of Kansas" to provide for
inclusion of additional related sites in the National Park system, with an
amendment;
S. 491, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to designate certain river
segments in the York River watershed in the state of Maine as components of the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System;
S. 535, to authorize the location of a memorial on the National Mall to
commemorate and honor the members of the Armed Forces that served on active
duty in support of the Global War on Terrorism, with an amendment;
S. 753, to reauthorize the Highlands Conservation Act, to authorize states to use
funds from that Act for administrative purposes, with an amendment;
S. 904, to require the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, and the
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works to digitize and make publicly
available geographic information system mapping data relating to public access to
federal land and waters for outdoor recreation, with an amendment in the nature of
a substitute;
S. 1317, to modify the boundary of the Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument
in the state of Arizona;
S. 1320, to establish the Chiricahua National Park in the state of Arizona as a unit of
the National Park system, with an amendment in the nature of a substitute;
S. 1354, to amend the National Trails System Act to designate the Chilkoot National
Historic Trail and to provide for a study of the Alaska Long Trail, with amendments;
S. 1620, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey to the city of Eunice,
Louisiana, certain federal land within Jean Lafitte National Historical Park in the
state of Louisiana;
S. 2158, to extend the authorization for the Cape Cod National Seashore Advisory
Commission, with an amendment;
S. 2433, to require the Secretary of the Interior to develop and maintain a cadastre
(inventory) of federal real property, with an amendment in the nature of a substitute;
S. 2490, to establish the Blackwell School National Historic Site in Marfa, Texas;
H.R. 2497, to establish the Amache National Historic Site in the state of Colorado
as a unit of the National Park system, with amendments;
An original bill to reauthorize funding for certain National Heritage Areas; and
The nomination of Sara C. Bronin, of Connecticut, to be Chairman of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation.

     House Actions

November 16 – The Committee on Science, Space, and Technology: Full Committee held
a markup on three bills, including H.R. 5781, to improve the federal effort to reduce
wildland fire risks, which was ordered reported, as amended.
 
November 17 – The Committee on Natural Resources: Full Committee held a markup on
several bills, including the following, and the bills were ordered reported to the full House:

H.R. 404, to improve the management of driftnet fishing;
H.R. 1931, to provide competitive grants for the promotion of Japanese American
confinement education as a means to understand the importance of democratic
principles, use and abuse of power, and to raise awareness about the importance
of cultural tolerance toward Japanese Americans;
H.R. 3197, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey to the City of Eunice,
Louisiana, certain federal land (within Jean Lafitte National Historical Park) in
Louisiana; 
H.R. 3326, to promote the development of renewable energy on public lands;
H.R. 3531, to authorize the Women Who Worked on the Home Front Foundation to
establish a commemorative work in the District of Columbia and its environs;
H.R. 3600, to amend the National Trails System Act to designate the Route 66
National Historic Trail;
H.R. 4494, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to acquire land in Frederick
County, Maryland, for the Historic Preservation Training Center of the National Park
Service;
H.R. 4648, to modify the boundary of the Cane River Creole National Historical Park
in the state of Louisiana;
H.R. 4706, to establish the Blackwell School National Historic Site in Marfa, Texas.

November 19 – The House passed H.R. 5376, to provide for reconciliation pursuant to
title II of S. Con. Res. 14, by a vote of 220 yeas to 213 nays.  This bill is the so-called
Build Back Better Act of the Biden Administration.  The final text of the bill as passed by
the House, was unavailable at the time of this report.  An update about the provisions of
the bill affecting the National Park Service will be provided in a future report.

Incidents
Incidents are listed in alphabetical order by park. Where multiple sources are listed, the information

evolved over the course of the two weeks this report was being compiled.

Bandelier National Monument
Animals poached

On November 28, an elk was illegally killed near Forest Road 289 less than a mile from the
intersection with New Mexico Highway 4.  Remains from a mule deer kill were also found
that morning on Los Alamos National Lab land near Gate 3, also known as the Knife Edge
Trailhead.  It had likely been killed the previous night.  The NPS has asked for help in
identifying the poacher(s) from both incidents, and $3,500 has been offered up for
information leading to the identification of the perpetrators.  Source: Bandelier National
Monument

Cape Hatteras National Seashore
Signs stolen

Recently, NPS employees noticed that several signs have been stolen from Buxton Beach
Access and the beach near Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, including a submerged hazard
sign, a reserved handicap parking sign, a scenic byway sign, speed limit sign, and "no
parking" signs.  Decorative rope at new parking areas was also cut and stolen.  The park
is asking the public for any information they might have and the investigation is ongoing. 
Source: Island Free Press

Cape Hatteras National Seashore
Boat goes aground

On November 29, a commercial fishing vessel, the F/V Jonathan Ryan, grounded near off-
road vehicle ramp 48, just over a mile southeast of the Frisco Campground.  A net had
become entangled in the propeller, causing the ship to lose power and eventually ground
in the breakers just off the beach.  The NPS worked with the U.S. Coast Guard and the
vessel's captain to free the boat the same day. Source: Cape Hatteras National Seashore,
OBX Today

Charles Pinckney National Historic Site
Illegal excavation

On November 13, rangers found 19 holes dug at the park.  Some of the holes had
discarded metal artifacts nearby, leading rangers to believe an an individual utilized a
metal detector to attempt to steal artifacts.  The incident damaged resources and may
have resulted in stolen artifacts.  Source: myMotherLode.com

El Malpais National Monument
Illegal harvest of alligator junipers

The NPS is seeking information on an illegal timber harvest of alligator juniper trees in the
park.  The trees are not listed as endangered, but they grow extremely slowly and some of
the stolen trees could have been hundreds of years old.  Removal affects the biodiversity
and overall health of the local ecosystem.  The incident is under investigation.  Source: El
Malpais National Monument

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Car crashes in river, passenger dies

On November 17, the driver of a 2019 Ford Fiesta lost control of their vehicle near the
Gum Stand Road intersection between Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg, resulting in a crash
into the river.  The front-seat passenger, aged 22, died as a result of injuries from the
crash, and the driver was transported to LeConte Medical Center by ambulance for
treatment.  The crash is under investigation by Tennessee Highway Patrol.  Source: WYFF

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Insurance companies sue over 2016 fire

On November 29, 14 insurance companies filed lawsuits against the Department of the
Interior for over $200 million under the Federal Tort Claims Act "for damages arising from
negligent acts or omissions" on the part of NPS employees in response to the Chimney
Tops 2 Fire in November 2016, which resulted in 14 deaths and the loss of 1,400
structures.  Source: WREG

Mount Rainier National Park
Flood damages bridge

On November 17, the park closed the Grove of the Patriarchs due to flooding that caused
significant damage to the suspension bridge that provides access to the area.  A repair
deadline is unknown at this time.  Source: Mount Rainier National Park

Mount Rainier National Park
Road closes due to washouts

On November 15, the park issued an emergency regulation to close the Carbon River Trail
and all attached trailheads due to erosion along the Carbon River Road.  The road has
been partially washed out since last winter, but the remainder of the road washed away on
November 12. There is no timetable for when the area will be reopened.  The Washington
Department of Transportation is planning to repair the washed-out roadway in summer
2022. Source: Mount Rainier National Park, The News Tribune

Point Reyes National Seashore
Boat capsizes in swell

On November 22, a group was crab fishing about a mile and a half from McClures Beach
when a swell hit them and overturned the boat.  The Coast Guard and a California
Highway Patrol helicopter were able to rescue the group and no injuries were reported. 
Source: Marin Independent Journal

Rocky Mountain National Park
Fire erupts in nearby Estes Park

On November 16, high winds blew a tree onto a nearby powerline, causing it to arc and
start a wildfire near Kruger Rock in Estes Park.  High winds and steep terrain allowed the
fire to grow quickly and many evacuations were put in place within an hour of ignition. 
The Twin Sisters area of the park was closed.  The fire was 100% contained at 147 acres
by November 20.  Source: The Norman Transcript

Yosemite National Park
Girl injured by deer

While other visitors were feeding a buck, a girl approached the group.  Something startled
the animal, resulting in it coming into contact with the girl.  She ended up with cuts and
abrasions on the her arm and chest from its antlers.  She was treated at the Yosemite
Medical Clinic and later received care at a nearby hospital.  Source: Sierra Sun Times

Zion National Park
Canyoneering accident results in death

On November 27, a group of three visitors went canyoneering in Heaps Canyon.  To
complete the final exit from the canyon, the individuals were to rappel to a narrow ledge
280 feet above the ground to set up for the final rappel.  However, the first person
rappelled past the ledge by about 20 feet and then was unable to ascend to the perch
and remained suspended.  The other two managed to utilize their "pull line" to rappel to
the ledge.  They attempted to use their phones to call for help several times throughout
the evening, but poor signal prevented them from getting out.  They were able to finally
get a call out early the next morning.  Over 30 rescuers and two helicopters responded to
the incident, and the Upper and Middle Emerald Pools Trails were closed for the day to
conduct the rescue.  The person who descended first perished in the incident, though the
cause of death has not been announced.  The other two individuals were rescued. 
Source: WAVY

Follow-ups on Previously Reported Incidents

George Washington Parkway - The U.S. Park Police officers recently acquitted for
criminal charges for the 2017 shooting of Bijan Ghaisar have received notice that
the Interior Department seeks to fire them.  The Park Police's Fraternal Order of
Police union said that the action violated the union's contract because internal
investigations and a disciplinary process were not conducted. The DOI stated that
the officers remain on paid leave and the matter is ongoing.  The acquittal of
criminal charges is also currently on appeal by the state of Virginia.  Source: The
Washington Post
 
Isle Royale National Park - The park released its final report about the Horne Fire,
which began in August 10 due to a lightning strike.  It burned a total of 335 acres. 



Spot fires have been allowed to burn out this fall and winter as snow hits the area. 
Source: UP Matters
 
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks - On November 19, the park announced
that as many as 3,600 giant sequoias in 27 groves perished in the KNP Complex
Fire.  This represents 3-5% of the world's giant sequoia population, and comes on
the heels of the 2019 Castle Fire that killed up to 14% of the world's sequoias. 
Source: Los Angeles Times
 
Sitka National Historical Park - The Totem Trail Loop has reopened.  Previously, all
park trails were closed due to bear activity.  The remainder of park trails remain
closed, and visitors are reminded to remain alert when hiking the Totem Trail. 
Source: Sitka National Historical Park
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The Coalition is a non-profit organization of past and current NPS employees and their
allies that "studies, educates, speaks, and acts for the preservation and protection of the
National Park System and mission-related programs of the National Park Service."

To receive a copy of this free publication, join or support the Coalition. Any current,
retired, or former-salaried (GS, Wage System, Seasonal, Temporary, or SES) National Park
Service employee or volunteer who served under a signed volunteer agreement can join
the Coalition. Coalition supporters who do not qualify under those criteria may also join
and receive the newsletter.

 
                                                                              --- ### ---

Copyright © 2021 Coalition To Protect America's National Parks, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Change Your Contact  Info

Support  the Coalition By Donating Today

http://protectnps.org/
https://www.facebook.com/protectNPS/
http://www.twitter.com/protectNPS/
http://instagram.com/protectNPS/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-coalition-to-protect-america's-national-parks
https://protectnps.org/change-your-address-phone-number-e-mail-address/
http://protectnps.org/donate/

