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Many Americans have had a love affair with the
national parks since Yellowstone —our first national
park —was created in 1872. Today, the National
Park Service is officially entrusted with preserving
more than 350 national parks in the United States.
But thousands of individual citizens, citizens who
want to ensure that the best of America will be
protected, assist the Park Service by volunteering
their time and talents.

These men and women who work side-by-side in
partnership with National Park Service employees
are called Volunteers in Parks, or VIPs. They are,
truly, Very Important People, and you can join their
ranks. VIPs care about the parks —their past, pres-
ent, and future —and care about the people who
come to enjoy the parks.

VIPs work in almost every park in the National Park
System, from Maine to Hawaii, from Alaska to
Florida, in big cities, in small towns, and in remote
wilderness areas. Wherever they work, whatever
their job, VIPs help the National Park Service inits
challenging mission: To conserve the parks’ price-
less natural and historical resources and to provide
for their enjoyment in a way that will leave them
unimpaired for future generations.

If you would like to make your contribution toward
assuring that your national parks will continue to
be enjoyed by future generations, then consider
becoming a VIP for the National Park Service. As a
volunteer, you can make a difference in your own
life, in the lives of others, and in the way the
national parks are managed and protected.

Who Are VIPs

The many men and women who serve
with the National Park Service as Volun-
teers in Parks are a diverse group—park
neighbors, college students, retired cou-
ples, business managers, farmers, engi-
neers, scientists, teachers, lawyers,
architects, doctors, artists. . . . What they
all have in common is that each has a
talent or ski!l that is needed at the park
where they volunteer. While most VIPs
volunteer as individuals, organized groups,
too, can volunteer. Persons under 18
years of age may become VIPs at parks in
the community where they live, with the
official permission of their parents or
guardians. Minors who live outside the
local community are accepted as volun-
teers only if they are part of a larger family
or supervised group.

What Do VIPs Do

Volunteers in Parks are playing an ever-
increasing role in the national parks, and
you may be surprised at the variety of
jobs that they do. Here is just a sampling:

B work at an information desk, answering
visitors’ questions and handing out written
information

B present living history demonstrations in
period costume

B write or design visitor brochures

H serve as acampground host

B drive a shuttlebus

W build fences, paint buildings, and make
cabinets

W maintain a park library

m take photographs or work in a darkroom
W answer mail requests

M give guided nature walks and evening
campfire programs
B assist with the preservation and treat-
ment of museum artifacts

B maintain trails

B design computer programs for park use
H answer telephones

B conduct oral history interviews

H give environmental education programs
to children

M patrol trails on foot or on horseback

B demonstrate arts and crafts skills

M organize photograph and slide files

M prepare and conduct special park
events

W pick up litter along roads, trails,
seashores, and rivers

MW inventory underwater resources such as
shipwrecks on diving expeditions

M assist resource managers and research-
ers by making wildlife counts, planting
trees, and taking part in other projects

As even this brief list demonstrates, there
are many jobs that require a wide variety
of talents and skills. Once selected, VIPs
are given training to acquaint them with
the specific tasks they will be asked to
perform and to acquaint them with the park.

Volunteers should be in reasonakly good
health so that they can successfully carry
out their volunteer duties and responsibil-
ities. A medical examination, paid for by
the Federal Government, may be re-
quired for some jobs. Disabled individuals
are encouraged to volunteer.
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Working as a VIP !

The national parks are special places to
work. Many National Park Service em-
ployees consider themselves lucky to get
paid for working in such surroundings.

As a volunteer, you will not be paid by the
Federal Government. But you will have
the benefit of working in a national park,
and there will be other rewards as well.
You may meet people from all over the
United States and abroad. You may be
able to make the most of a taleni that you
have. And you may develop new skills and
gain experience that will enrich your life
and assist you in present or new careers.

Some parks reimburse volunteers for
some out-of-pocket expenses, such as
local travel costs, meals, and uniforms,
but not all parks have the funds to defray
these costs. Some of these costs, and
perhaps other expenses related to volun-
teer work, may be tax deductible.

You may work a few hours a week or
month, seasonally, or full-time. You may
work weekdays, weekends, during the
day, or at night. The amount of time to be
volunteered will be agreed on by you and
your supervisor before you start. Time
worked as a VIP does not count toward
Federal Civil Service time if you should
later become a federal employee.

Although as a volunteer you are not
considered a federal employee, you are
eligible for compensation for medical
expenses if you are injured while perform-
ing your official volunteer duties. Also, if
you should be sued for property damage
or for personal injury that occurs while
carrying out these duties, the Federal
Government will defend you (under the
Federal Tort Claims Act).

Park housing is rarely available for VIPs.
Some of the larger parks may have some,
but this is the exception, not the rule.

Parks may require that you wear a special
uniform. Whether you wear a uniform or
not, as a VIP you will be a representative
of the National Park Service. Your per-
formance should be a source of pride for
yourself and for the Park Service.

How to Apply for a VIP Position

1. Write or call the VIP coordinator at
the national park where you would
like to volunteer and request a VIP
application. You may, of course,

apply to more than one park. To obtain

a park address, write or call the appropri-
ate National Park Service regional office;
regional office addresses are listed on the
National Park System map on the back of
this brochure.

2. Complete the application and re-
turn it to the park. Be specific in
describing your talents, skills, and job
interests. Each park has its own needs
and is looking for volunteers with the
skills and talents to accomplish certain
tasks. The more specific you are, the
better the VIP coordinator will be able to
determine whether the park has a VIP job
suited for you. Include a letter if you feel
the application does not permit you to
provide enough information about your-
self, or if you have questions about the
park’s VIP program. Be sure to state
whether you will need park housing;
remember, housing is rarely available. If
you could live in your own motor home or
trailer, but would require certain utility
hook-ups in the park, say so.

3. The VIP coordinator will review
your application and contact you,
usually by mail. If your particular talents
and skills appear to be ones that the park
needs, you will be contacted to discuss
further details. Sometimes a park finds
that there is no match between an
applicant’s abilities and the park’s needs
at that time. Volunteer applicants will be
notified, if this is the case.

If selected to join the ranks of VIPs, you
and the National Park Service employee
who will supervise you will sign an
agreement. This agreement will describe
your duties and responsibilities, outline a
tentative work schedule, and detail other
conditions of the working arrangement.
And then, after appropriate training and
orientation, you will begin work as the
newest volunteer for the National Park
Service, one of thousands of Volunteers
in Parks—a VIP. Truly, a Very Important
Person.

“You meet people from all over the country,
sometimes from all over the world, as a volunteer.”

Volunteer, Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, Michigan

eaton A Aeg et — ’ “Everyone at the park has been very welcoming. | “The park is my neighbor. | want it to be protected,
N, feel like they really appreciate what | do.” and cared for. Anything | can do to take partin
Volunteer, Crater Lake National Park, Oregon helping the Park Service, I'm forit.”

Volunteer, Cape Hatteras National Seashore, North Carolina

“There’s a lot of work that needs to be done out in
the parks that wouldn’t ordinarily get done. As a
volunteer, | can help by doing some of that work.”

Volunteer, Canyonlands National Park, Utah

“Im fully retired and | want to give back to this
country some of the things that it’s given to me.
1 wouldn’t volunteer if | didn’i enjoy it.”

Volunteer, Colonial National Historical Park, Virginia

“Every day is a learning experience. I’ve never
had a dull day.”

Volunteer, Boston National Historical Park, Massachusetts

+# GPO: 1994—301-085/00041 Reprint 1994

VOLUNTEERS IN PARKS

National Park Service




San Juan Island NHP‘-

Alaska Region
National Park Service
2525 Gambell Street

North-%

Cascades Ross Lake NFA
T NP

RES D
Lake Chelan NRA

4 Ebey’s Landing

Q

Anchorage, AK 99503-2892 Philadelphia, PA 19106-2818

National Park Service Regional Offices

Mid-Atlantic Region
National Park Service
143 South Fhird Street

Midwest Region
National Park Service
1709 Jackson Street
Omaha, NE 68102-2571

National Capital Region
National Park Service National Park Service
1100 Ohio Drive SW 15 State Street
Washington, DC 20242-0001 Boston, MA 02109-3572

North Atlantic Region
National Park Service
909 First Avenue

Seattle, WA 98104-1060

Pacific Northwest Region

Rocky Mountain Region
National Park Service
P.O. Box 25287

Denver, CO 80225-0287

Southeast Region
National Park Service
75 Spring Street SW
Atlanta, GA 30303-3378

Southwest Region
National Park Service
P.O. Box 728

Santa Fe, NM 87504-0728

Western Region
National Park Service

S SEATTLE
J Kiondike Gold Rush Nl-ﬂs
- LCouIee Dam NRA - cier NP
N
, WASHINGTON ——
o \ \ \
[ J — P [
Fort Clatsop (. g5 \ \
N yEM \ . y ! T, Appalachian
£ / \ Missour R o ) . - [CSERN NST¢
J { N Vs / \‘Foﬂ Union. Trading Post NHS Voyageurs NP # |
PORTLAND 4 Nez Perce NHP ko f T / Grand Portage NM* Isle Royale NP " b Caki Is'?ﬁ‘g
“Whitman Mis;on NHS i) ; MONTANA o NORTH DAKOTA ! /MA| N
SALEM { Y | /
% n \ ‘_Granl-Kohrs Ranch NHS P Theodire N 4 . 3 2
4 . _PHELENA Roosevelt NP ife River Indian Villages NHS ; \ —
| > Z . @(South Unit) . f\;':osge ® Keweenaw NHP )
4 / »< BISMARCK = __FARGO} ~d, N / Acadia:NP”.
o, / T 194 O, / 2
John Day Fossil Beds NM. ( Big Hol¢ NB T~ i Pictured Rocks NE® 4
\ | Ny BILLINGS MINNESOTA ’
O R EG O N \ ’;/ 53 . .Little Bighorn Battlefield NM
N i naa)
hY \ RER Conyr St. Croix NSR
@ \ [ DAHO D { s aint-Gaudens/NHS
Crater Lake NP { \ \ stone NP - " Q 1 d CONCQRD
Oregon Caves BOISE } % Sleeping @7) )
oM — ( ha Mississippi NRRA gear ..%) ,\i B E g ‘I 2 N H
\ ] 0) i ¢ unes ort Stanwix L g
I \ @ L\ John D. Rockefeller, Jr. R ey MINNEAROLIST &1 PAUL WISCONSIN N M aratoga NH ; £ BOSTON
. - \ & 4 L Jr. aratoga NHF
Craters of the Moon NM b. Memorial PKWY SO UTH DAKOTA M | C H | GAN SYRAGUSED, % ot '\ MASS “ Cape Cod
Lava\Beds NM “ i Grand Teton NP ‘ PIERRES ROGHESTE N s Y ORKALeAX P}&Ns
. o Hagerman Fossil Beds NM/ LS\ B‘“‘ ), Martin Van Bafen NH (85)
Redwood NP \ \ Mount Rushmore N MEM \ : 2 . 'S\B ; 4 ROVIDENCE
3 W Rig . 3BROV
° Pipestone NM omen’s'Bights NHP Springtfield >
s Jor: Jewel Cave NMg 3. \ ® \3BUFFALO = A §t|og£ Williamg N MEM
- () Wind Cate NP® Padiands NP L e (%0) = | / Theodore Roosevelt P \ : £
: WYOMING . : 4y " /' Inaugural NHS ‘ ion/NHS
® \Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity NRA o City of Rocks N RES MILWAUKEE — () V4 Eleanor Robsevelt N RBOsEvelt NHS
“ 2 Effigy Mounds NM MADISON O LANSING '{ s Upper Delawarg SRR\ eir Farmi NHS
Qﬂassen Volcanic NP - { = o~ ) Steamtown NHS el - 7
2 =S [ PS Y pron DETROITD A %, wosla 3 . .
o oGt?'(en Spike NHS Agate Fossil Beds NM . ) it e {53y Perry’s Victory At | Geivars WAy : & BOSTON AREA
e \1 Ik o Fossil Butte NM Sy X NHs: @ Niobrara NSR Missouri NRR & = andryln\ernahonal James o ,ngWYOrk Adams NHS
A % E S P N aramie o< o e Yy Peace Memorial 4§ Garfield NHS -1 o on Edison-Nhg - Boston African American
ke " \ ! A v ol B e @) ] (= CHICAGO : — . CLEVELANDH 8 80) //*' ‘ NLJ Boston NHP
" “ \'« \ R @Scotts Bluft NM IOWA A88) X . <. pe 4 TOLEDO (8 - P PEN NSYI_\/AN IA O TRENTON F_”E_ %’;msted NHE
— «;&Atﬁ‘pLAKE Ty j G— R s diie Herbert Hoover NHS. / o Yap-ifidiana Dunes NL CUY\{"WG Valley Nﬂ" AKRON .\ A P 4/ D J. F. Kennedy NHS
N [ A O e (c2) \ ogniany FONBENC PHILARQELPHIA  Longfellow NHS
"' oCARSON CITY ,Timpanogos Cave NM T~ \ ACHEYENNE N EB RASKA F . {50) ~\ ) & (' NKTSBURGH .Rallraad NHS_Jin \'SBURG Il\-llowe" rx‘HP .
I gL . 2 - » / inute Man
PO Daree o ke) 3 Cﬁgsaur o — ~ N OMAHﬂ. I LL' N O | S ) @ = Johns@ohc"Flood burg . ' p Nﬂ‘ Egg Salem Maritime NHS
\ MuipWoods T i o N EVADA @ Pod 2 2 e '—: >4 L~ . \ S | N D I A NA \ 4 . L\‘!fbm SRR Saugus Iron Works NHS
g o) Nus el Rocky M°“"'ain/:5’ Ge — “LiNcOLN] 4 / QHIO ‘LBAmMORE y
8 Eugene O’'Neill NHS N 4 O \
SAN FRANCISCO ‘ Great Basin NP, . £ oy . CoLumus FpRAPRUS i g
Fort p°|g| HS =X % ) / DENVER Homestead NM of Americag ™ p Dayten H m AsmNGTON D.C. Federal Hall N MEM
Golden Gate NRA Lax / / L o~ 2 9 st e i
San Francisgo Yosemite NP / T ~ . ?Pﬁ'NGF'ELD el IRDIANAPCLES a:::zln%"e o Culture NHP. WEE; [ Thomas Slone NHS! pccatenaue Al 's'a"ﬁgf
A y incoln Home NHS 3 ! o
i\ 4 Devils Postpile NM T — ;“~ L/ , @ ‘ClN'gl'rgNATl Shenan‘?c L Island NS Genaral Aranc NIMEM
© Colorado. NM CO I_O RAD O ] illiam Howard Taft NI Vl RGT N IA - \ Nd Geo Washmglon Birthplace NM g:";'::&':fﬁ?ﬁ‘%e“g MEM
) " Flori Fossil Bed: fissOUN ! | Fredericksburg' and Spotsylvania Saint Paur's Church NHS
Pinnacled. NM / Capitol Reef orissant Fossil Beds NMy KANSAS Cl s ” Q* Gauley River NRA/ ~ Yiounty Bﬁlﬂeﬂe'ds Memorial NMP Statue of Liberty NM
pra / @ Black Canysn of the Gunnison NM O 7@ Harry S T'umaiw\HS George Rogers P CHARLEKTQN'( RICH! i
Kings Canyoi Ce%~~ anyonlands NP - Yy : T e pov Clark NHP & New Rivef(‘}a( / 1 Them:‘lsﬁoosevelt Birthplace
s Breakj y ‘}q*/- 299t of Ezjuwc:t:'m?%ﬂg i cwW.' Retecaon Nafonal SRENKFORL Bﬂ\ P ? V‘ RGI N IA fonist NP
RO Valley NM ibon = C Ie; ?an{osn 'ZIHA 7 KAN SAS Ulybs€s S. Grant[JHS9, ExpansTonMgmorial (5a) LOUISVILLE Bluestone / / .éppgn:‘anox ORFOLK PHILADELPHIA AREA
o Natural Bridges () oul ous !
Manzanar NHS Eort Larhad NHS, 5 (55 M |SSO U R' Lincoln Boyhood N MEM

Bent'q Old Fort NHS.

Hovenweep NM o
Great $and Dunes NM

@ Yucca House NM
) Mesa Verde NP
} o

]
Aztec Ruins NM \

. nambow ‘Bridge Nlll
take Mead NRA £

%
CALIFORNIA

®
Navajo NM
Canyon de Chelly
N

LAS VEG;’-j‘

Hubbell Trading e Chaco Culture N4P

..Wupalkl NM o Post NHS -
\l/ ““=.._ Sunset Crater Volcano NM Bandelier NM¢ Fort Union NM -
Channel Islands NP MeWainut Canyon NM *
| Tuzigoot NM = /@ Peoos NHP
S/ - Nod 'SAhNTA F E
® rox
!(Mo:?et;i:::\(; I::oarse's'te ';‘PM E! Morro NM. % g L4 ' ALEUOUERQUE
El Malpals Nm : .

/ ARIZONA

/

“ o Salinas Pueblo Missions NM

//NEW MEXICO

o Gila Cliff mvemngs NM

o
Tonto NM

N\ Ejﬂhite Sands NM
N\
I\
S \)
Chirlcahua NM® g S
@ Tumacacori NHP \
o Coronado N MEM (3 oCarlsbiad Caverns NP

Q ( @ \
%?ﬁ, N MEm Guadalupe Mounlains NP

Cape Krusenstern NM

H.

Kobuk Valley NP

 Bering Land Bridge N PRES
agring g

Yukon-Charlgy Rivers
S

ol

ALASKA

FAIHBANKS

Alaska

ANCF&(?RAGE
Lake Clark NP & " Ja g o
Alagnak WR ’ e M .Klondlke Gold Rush NHP
, enai Fjords NP
P & PRES

& A

200Kilometers 400

0 200 Miles 400

National Park System

600 Harrison Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94107-1372

4 Capulin Volcano NM

Lake Meredith NRA'

Rio Grande WSR

Fort Scott NHSg

.Booker T. Washlngt?d :

e

KENTUCKY P

.Abraham Lincdin Birthplace NHS J
t Brothers N*MEM &

WICHITA) 2 i
)% Mammoth Cave NP, T / { Fort Raleigh NHS
Ozark NSR _ / 7 lue Ridge PKWY / j R

{-« .Wilson's Creek NB>\ Big South For.k‘NRRA S 3 l, X &qu_l_jg:‘?‘ﬁéunhous NMP Cape Hatteras NS

P Ay ® , L 3 4 Cupberland Gap NHP / ” ., RALEIG A
George Washington Carver NM @ ° - 0!
\ o Fort'Dorfelson NB. Obed \VSR 4 - s A /
e S N \ “30)" § \/
®*bea Ridge NMP NASHVILLE“ e Stones River NB™ ’ CHARLOTTE NO RTH CARO L| NA ~/Ca e Lookout NS
. Great Smoky Mogmtam Q P u

JULSA

Buffalo NR

e e A T ANSAS

= \OKLAHOMA

.Chickasaw NRA Hot Springs NP. R

\, )
L’\_,\\’N\A ,\_\L
9 A ArKansas Post N MEM "

»
Alibates Flint Quarries NM(70)

LITTLE Roc\K\b3
{

&}

NMP___ 4
Russéll Cave NM.

L
Brices Cross Roads NBS

,’“\w
C?ﬂ Sandburg\ldqme Hs.\« /‘ng Mountain NMP 0¥ \
owpen NB Mcores Creek NB

ey

s

5 Chi

kamauga-and 1
aﬂanooga NMP |

0 6 SOMTH) q}C}ROLJINA
.Lmle R‘l(erCanyonN?ﬂhE“ge'y‘slx NHS, r_j COLUMBIA/

ahoochee River NRA \Co jaree Swamp

o~
\\‘;r N

NM

J .
Kennesaﬂ Mounlam NBP. ' ANTA K

’ A A CHARLESTON
E eV pose BIRMINGHAM)) f-‘\ G EORG |A \\ ij \O‘Charles Pinckney NHS
¥ \f/\\/\\/\/ {30 Natchez Trace P! \ ’[ Fort Sumter NM
. PKWY & NST - A % [

Hore€shod Bend NMP,

‘r’Ocmngee NM

(¢

¢! IPPI ALABAI\%\ MJ’E‘W e ATLAN
. \ \ L@O i {~> Fort Pulaski NM
5 1 fWQRTHC-‘ l’_”D»!LLAS ! Poverty Point NM ¢ ) —_— i NHS ’ . .Andgrsonwlle NHS ¥
(=, - R . — uskegee Istityle A Jimmy Carter NHS 5 A A
\ X . } ] \ % O( \ |
) ( (X
X - \ ! /. Fort Frederica NM
N7 f ( \ >
e |_ U | S | ANA (:-‘ \\ ,QCumberland Island NS
N .';‘w_% ‘IX » Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve
TEXAS \Wah g 7_\\:[6"(.“,KSONVILLE ®'Fort Caroline N MEM
- g S— “TALLAHASSER o~
$4 ) A N G e \¥% \Castillo d2 San Marcos NM
10) - . ';.;* e 3 e \ ‘("QFon Matanzas NM
N ¢Big Thicket N PRES — / s e L N
o Lyndon B! Johnson NHP '), ORLEAI\S “\Gulf Islands NS NP \ \
FAUSTIN ( . \ \
% \ \
y Jean Lafitte NHP & PRES, \ [ \Canaveral NS
Amistad NRA q i . - ) { A
HOUSTON ' @ ) \\ D
e, ) L s 75 \ &
TSAN ANTONIO ( y ,__( \
San Antonio Missions NHP ¢ i O

& @

Abbreviations for National Park System Areas

IHS International Historic Site NHS National Historic Site NP & PRES National Park

NB  National Battlefield NL National Lakeshore and Preserve

NBP National Battlefield Park NM National Monument N PRES Natonal Preserve

NBS National Battlefield Site NM & PRES National NR National River

NHP National Historical Park Monument and Preserve NRA National Recreational Area
NHP & PRES National NMP  National Military Park NRR National Recreational River
Historical Park and Preserve N MEM National Memorial NRRA National River

NH RES National Historical Reserve NP  National Park and Recreational Area

National Park Service Regions

. Regional Office location Regional boundaries
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