


For over a thousand years, prehistoric farmers inhab-
ited much of the Sonoran Desert in the present-day state
of Arizona. When the first Europeans arrived, all that
remained of this ancient culture were the ruins of villages,
irrigation canals, and various artifacts. Among these ruins
is the Casa Grande, or "Big House," one of the largest and
most mysterious prehistoric structures ever builtin North
America. Casa Grande Ruins, the nation's first archeo-
logical preserve, protects the Casa Grande and other
archeological sites. -

SPECIAL INFORMATION
On National Parks Day, August 25, entrance fees are
waived. Ranger talks given daily Thanksgiving to late March.
Entrance fee charged. Closed December 25. = Superinten-
dent, Casa Grande Ruins National Monument, 1100 Ruins
Drive, Coolidge, AZ 85228, (520) 723-3172.
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