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The focus of Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area
is the 71-mile long Bighorn Lake, created by Yellowtail Dam
near Fort Smith, Montana. Fifteen miles upstream from the
dam, the lake bisects a massive, arching anticline, revealing
evidence that the region was once submerged beneath a
shallow sea, when it was a tropical marsh, and when its
conifer forests were inhabited by dinosaurs. Man first arrived
here more than 10,000 years ago, living nomadically as a
hunter and gatherer.

A large portion of the recreation area is bordered by the
Crow Indian Reservation. Bighorn National Recreation Area
encompasses 120,296.22 acres, of which 51,811.63 acres
are privately owned. The park was established by an act of
Congress October 15, 1966.

SPECIAL INFORMATION
An orientation film is shown at Bighorn Canyon Visitor -
Center on activities throughout the park. Exhibits highlight -
the canyon’s history and natural features. « Superintendent,
Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area, P.O. Box 7458,
Fort Smith, MT 59035, (406) 666-2412.
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