
WINTER PUBLIC FISHING AREAS 

See map inside for area descriptions and map numbers 1-11. 

Areas 4-7. Entire lake and river from Lake Darling Dam 
to Carter Dam open to ice fishing. Fish houses and vehicles 
are permitted on the ice. Fish houses must be removed from 
the refuge no later than March 1. No snowmobiles or ATV's. 

Remainder of refuge is open to ice fishing. No vehicles, 
snowmobiles or ATV's are permitted. Access by walking on 
ice only. Portable fish houses allowed, but must be removed 
daily. 

SPECIAL REGULATIONS 

Bank fishing and boat fishing shall be in accordance with 
all state laws and the following refuge requirements: 

1. Fishing boats are permitted on open areas from the first 
day of fishing season until the 3rd Friday in September. 

2. Refuge fishing areas are open from 5:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m. 

Northern Pike 

PROHIBITED: 

3. Use of outboard motors or combination of motors 
capable of developing more than 50 HP on Lake Darl­
ing. Motors no larger than 25 HP may be used on the 
river North of Renville County Memorial Park to the 
north end of the refuge. 

4. Use of minnows or other bait fish (alive or dead) in 
waters above Lake Darling Dam. Commercially pre­
served bait fish and once frozen smelt are allowed. 

5. The taking of minnows, frogs and crawfish and the dig­
ging of worms. 

6. Open fires on the ground or on the ice. 

7. Littering. A "Pack your Trash Home" program is in 
effect. Please take all litter home. Do not leave litter 
in BBQ grills or in toilets. 

8. Camping, swimming, sailing, water skiing, off-road 
vehicle travel, fireworks, firearms, trespassing in closed 
areas and unleashed pets. 

9. Fishing on canoe route south of Lake Darling Dam. 
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ADMINISTRATION AND LOCATION 

The refuge is administered and managed by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior. Head­
quarters are located near the Lake Darling Dam and can 
be reached by traveling on Highway 52 to Foxholm, N.D. 
and then north on county road 11 for 7 miles or Highway 
83 north of Minot and west 12 miles on county road 6. Office 
hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Inquiries should be mailed to the Refuge Manager, Upper 
Souris National Wildlife Refuge, Foxholm, N.D. 58738. 
Phone 701-468-5467. 
CORRECTIONS: Carter Dam, Bank Fishing 
South side of Road only during state 
fishing season. Renville Co. Mem. Park, 
50 hp limit on river to North end of 
the refuge. Refuge areas open to boats 

(canoes) from the first day of fishing 
season in May to Sept 30. Fishing is 
not permitted on canoe route south of 
Lake Darling Dam. 
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Welcome to Upper Souris National Wildlife 
Refuge! In order to provide a popular wildlife related 
activity such as fishing, an extensive fisheries management 
program is carried out on the refuge. The Federal fishery 
management biologist from Valley City works closely with 
the refuge staff to monitor the size and numbers of fish and 
to recommend which fish to be stocked. With this 
cooperation, Lake Darling and the Souris River provide 
some of the finest freshwater fishing in the area. 

Game fish species present are the northern pike and walleye. 
An occasional smallmouth bass is caught but no large 
population of this species is present. 

Non-game fish include the yellow perch, white sucker, and 
brown bullhead. Many species of minnows also inhabit 
refuge waters. 

Regulations set forth by the N.D. Game and Fish Dept. and 
the refuge must be observed in all public fishing areas. 

SUMMER AND FALL PUBLIC FISHING AREAS 

General locations of public fishing areas are indicated on 
the map by numbers 1-11. For exact description of each area 
see the special listing shown below. Areas are day use only 
open 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

1. BAKER BRIDGE BANK FISHING From road 
right-of-way near bridge and inside loop of river north 
of county road from bridge west to a point where the 
county road meets river. The area south of the bridge 
is private property. Restroom facilities are available. 

2. SILVER BRIDGE BANK FISHING From road 
right-of-way and north from bridge 200 yards on west 
shore. Restroom facilities are available. 

3. OUTLET FISHING AREA BANK FISHING 
Begins at a point V* mile below Lake Darling dam and 
extends for 600 yards. Restrooms, grills, and picnic 
tables are available south on the east river bank. 

4. LAKE DARLING Lake is open to BOAT FISHING 
from the dam north 3 miles to the ranch buildings. 
BANK FISHING is permitted on the west shore from 
the dam north approximately 2 miles. Fishing is not per­
mitted from tne earthen dam. Restrooms, boat launch­
ing ramps, picnic tables and grills are available. 

5. LAKE DARLING-GRANO CROSSING BANK 
FISHING From road right-of-way on both sides of 
crossing and within the boundaries of the Renville 
County Recreation Area. BOAT FISHING on Lake 
Darling north from the crossing to Greene Crossing. 
Restrooms, boat launching ramps, picnic tables and 
grills are available. 

6. LAKE DARLING-GREENE CROSSING BANK 
FISHING from road right-of-way on both sides of 
crossing. BOAT FISHING on Lake Darling 
south from the crossing to Grano Crossing. Restrooms 
and boat launching ramp available. 

7. CARTER DAM BANK FISHING Fall fishing only 
(November 1 to Lake freeze-up) on south side of road 
near water control structure (east end of dam) and 
culvert (west end of dam). No facilities are available. 

8. HIGHWAY #5 BANK FISHING From road right-
of-way near bridge and inside loop of river north of the 
highway from bridge west to a point where the river 
meets the highway. No facilities. 

9. RENVILLE COUNTY MEMORIAL PARK (adjacent 
to refuge and administered by the county). Bank and 
boat fishing within the boundaries of the park. County 
ordinances and state regulations apply within the park. 
(25 HP limit, 5 MPH limit, no swimming.) Restrooms, 
boat launching ramp, picnic tables, grills and overnight 
camping are available in the park. 

10. RIVER ABOVE PARK TO NORTH END OF 
REFUGE BOAT FISHING with 25 hp motors or less 
and canoeing. Boat launching ramp in the park. 

11. SWENSON BRIDGE BANK FISHING only from 
road right-of-way. No facilities. 


