- Wildlife

Different habitats in
the Upper Klamath area
support a variety of
wildlife. Each species
of wildlife has its own
requ1rement for food and cover in
one or a combination of these
habitats.

When the combination of habitats
such as forest, marsh, and open lake
are brought together, as they are in
this area, a richer, more varied
environment is created. It provides
food, cover, and nesting habitat for
a greater variety of wildlife spe-
cies than if these habitats existed
separately. The same combination of
habitats, and its resulting wildlife
and fish, attracted Klamath Indians
to the shores of the lake to hunt
and fish.

255 different species of birds have
been observed in the area including
170 who nest here. The most unique
birds found here include red-necked
grebe, white pelican, least bittern,
sandhill crane, wood duck, bald
eagle, and osprey.

The most notable mammals to observe
on your canoe trip are river otter,
muskrat, and beaver.

For a more complete bird checklist,
please see Birds Klamath Basin

National Wildlife Refuges published
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife,
RF11660-2, August 1978.

Information

Plants

One of the most common
plants found in the
marsh is Wokas or pond
1ily, a large-leaved
water plant with large
yellow cup-shaped, waxy-looking
flowers. Seeds from this plant were |
harvested for winter food supplies |
in times past by Klamath Indians [
using dugout canoes. The common tall
marsh plant found 1is bullrush, l
although cattail can also be seen.

Regulations

Canoe enthusiasts are reminded of
the following regulations:

1. Upper Klamath National Wildlife
Refuge is open to the public during
daylight hours only. Overnight
camping is not permitted. -

2 Boaters must remain on
designated trails. All1 other areas j,,
of the refuge marsh interior are ..
closed to protect nesting wildlife.
3. Outboard motor use is prohibited
on the shortcut trail that meanders
through the marsh from Recreation A
Creek to Crystal Creek.

&&/
For more information contact:
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuge
Rt. 1, Box 74 :

Tulelake, CA 96134
916-667-2231

U.S. Forest Service
Klamath Ranger District
1936 California Ave.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601
503-882-7761
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Canoeing

The canoe trail winds
through a portion of the
15,000 acre fresh water
marsh administered by
the U.S. Forest Service
and lithe ULS i iETsh and . Wi ldlife
Service. Development of the trail
is a cooperative effort of both
agencies.

Two routes are available. A six
mile route travels from Rocky Point,
north on Recreation Creek, south on
Crystal Creek to Pelican Bay,
returning you to Rocky Point.

-

The 3 1/2 mile route shortcuts from
Recreation Creek through an open
area in the marsh.

Preparing for your canoe trip 1is
important. Suggested items include:

Suntan lotion Towel

Mosquito repellant Food and drink
Hat Binoculars
Sunglasses Camera

Windbreaker/jacket Waterproof bag

Please carry  your drinks in
unbreakable containers. Remember a
life preserver or flotation cushion
is needed for each canoeist.

Two canoeists in good physical con-
dition can comfortably paddlie 2
Mt/ S0 plan your trip
accordingly.
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