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Kodiak is a, ruggad, mo'untains, hundred,s
beautlf%L island off th,e
coust of south,western
Alaska. Kodiak Refuge
occupies about ttuo-
thirds of th,e island.
Tlt e refuge luas
establislted in 1941 to
protect habitat for
brousn bear, salmon
and other wildlife.
Kodiak's sce%ery is
ma,g?Lifi,cent- rugged

of miles of shorel'ine,
lakes, ma,rshes, bogs,
and meadows.
Four-tlt ousand,-foot
mo%'tltains rise from
tlt e sea,, dissected by
fiordlike inlets and
blanketed by Lush
uegetation- ranging
from sed,ges, alders
and spruce to colorful
wildfl,oLuers and berries.
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A Home lor Wildlife
Kodiak Refuge is home to the
bears, eagles and salmon. The first
two flourish largely because of the
abundance of the last. The refuge
is known world-wide for the Kodiak
brown bear. Besides the brown bear,
five other native land mammals live
on Kodiak- red fox, river otter,
shorttailed weasel, little brown bat,
and tundra vole. Introduced mammals
include Sitka black-tailed deer,
beaver, snowshoe hare, and mountain
goat. Whales, porpoises, seals, sea
otters, and sea lions inhabit the bays.

The interior ofthe refuge is covered
by dense vegetation. Fireweed
grows to flve or six feet, often mixed
with salmonberry and rose bushes.
Dense thickets of willow, alder, and
elderberry abound. Devil's club
grcows heavily in the woods and
on the slopes with thorns that can
penetrate leather.

The island has hundreds of miles
of convoluted coastline, 117 salmon
streams, 14 major watersheds, 11

large lakes, and countless shallow
marshes, bogs, salt flats, and
meadows. No place on the refuge is
more than 15 miles from the ocean.
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Several areas within fie boundarios of Kodiak
ilational Wildlife Refuge are privataly owned.
You must obtain permission to access private
land. For a map detailing trese areas please
contact fie refuge.
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Fisheries- Precious Resource
Kodiak Refuge provides spawning
and rearing habitat for flve species
of Pacific salmon- pink, chinook,
chum, sockeye and silver. Salmon
usualiy spend one to flve years at
sea feeding on a variety of food
from plankton to smallflsh. The
adult salmon return to Kodiak's
streams in late May to September.
Approximately 64 percent of the
salmon harvested by commercial
fisherman in the Kodiak area
originate from streams on the
refuge. In addition to salmon, the
refuge supports resident rainbow
trout, steelhead trout, Dolly Varden
and arctic char.

Bald Eagles
Bald eagles reside year-round on

Kodiak bear
sow with cubs

refuge supports a healthy population
of about 3,000 animals. When bears
emerge from their dens in the
spring their diet consists primarily
ofbroadleaved herbs, grass, and
sedges. During summer and fall,
salmon and berries are primary diet
components. Most bears enter winter
dens between late October and mid-
December. They remain in their dens
without food or water until spring.
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the refuge and are considered very
common nesters. About 500 pairs
nest on shoreiine pinnacles, cliffs; :

and in cottonwood and spruce trees.

Brown Bear
Kodiak broin'n bears are the world's
largest carnivore. Large females
u,,eigh about 650 pounds, and males
can r,veigh up to 1400 pounds.
Bald eagle Surveys indicate that the
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Working,with wildlife
Diverse,island ecosystems, abundant
fish and wildlife, and a remote
wildland setting serve as an ideal
outdoor laboratory. Working j ointly.
biologists from the refuge, State of
Alaska, and U.S. Geoiogical Survey
monitor populations of Kodiak brown
bear, bald eagle, salmon and other flsh
and wildlife to estimate trends in their
abundance, survival, and productivity.
The refuge also sponsors'and ',: ,.

conducts basic and applied r:esearch ,, ,,

projects, develops new monitoring'l. '."

meihods, and evaluates management
strategies. Study results provide a
solid framework for conservation and
management of the refuge's famous
bears along with other fish, wildlife,

SteveHillebrand/UsFws and habitat resources.

Siluer salm,on

Tkr,fted, puffin

Emperor geese

BaLd eagle
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The n-eather on l{orliali Islanri is
genei'zrll.it crrol atrri n et. De.spite
rerlltilell' nriltl u'inti,r' tenrl rcratuli,s,
u'eirtliet' antl rvinrls at'e ut'tpt'errlictuhle.
'l'hrr u-c:rthcl ciLn tlilli:r'u-ithin sholt
rlistances bectruse ol' r'at'icrl tctlain.
I'lving tan bc hrrzrurLrus anrl Ili.ghts
can bt, rlelul.erl 1'rrt'rlar.'s. \'isitru's
sltottlrl trrl((.(.\tl'rr Irt',,t isi,rtt. ir- rr

plccaution agirinst u'eathct' ptrrhlctls.

Backcountry Basics
r ller beal saf'e: Keclr it cltran cam1l.
(look, ckrau autl stot'e firotl au'rt.\,
li'orn sletrpit-tg al'eas. Ils;1ir1)t'oof lirorl
crirtainers and electric t'ences iLt'c

i'ecomrnenrlerl.

r Use existin.g lire rings aurl nser

only dor,r,n zrnd tlead u'oor1. If you
must make a new flr'e ring, relnove it
after use.

r I)o not carnp u'ithin 1()o f'eet of a
clrinkabie water solrrce.

r Don'L littt,r';1rack out cigarette
butts. shell casings vrhen possible.
ai'icl all other trash. There shoukl be
little or no sign of 5,61r* use u'hen you
are ready to leave.

r Toilet zu'eas shouicl be ar,r,ay fi'om
sleeping areas and u'uter sources.
I'rury human rvaste at least six
inche-s rleep.

r Disturbing and/r.rr removing
archzreological artif'acts is illegal.

r Prepal'e firr changes in rveather'
anrl unexpecterl clelays.

Ilecreation activities iuclutle rvilrllii'e ' \',

available r.,n the relhge n ebsite
an(l fi'om thc lefirge stafT.

Some lzrncls lr.ithin the reftrge
br.runrlai'y are Ix{r,atelv o\\'iled at1(l

mu-qt be i'esllected a-{ -ql1ch. If'}'()11

ale uncertain about land -'t:tttts
contact the t'eflrge office.

The refuge visitor center, open
yeal'rollntl, is locatecl at 4()2 Centev:
Street in clou'ntou,n Kocliak. It
features interactir,e exhibits, trip
planning inf'rrrmzrtir-,n ;rnrl the Alaska
Geographic bot-r1<stot'e.'l.he i'efugtr
orientation film ancl other selections
alr: shou,n r1ail.1, 2111i tilron rerluest.
In adrlitirin, the lefuge staff ofl'ers
interrl.rretive 1)r'()gt'am-c Ibr visitors
anrl as-ci-stitnce to -schclols atrtl
othel groulr-s interestecl in outtloor
classrr-rom exlrericuce,s. Achnission
i-s free. Nlore inf'orrnation is available
at rvu'u,.korli akwildliferefuge.org.

Ini'rrrmation on hunting and fishing
is alsr-r ar':riltthlc fi'om the Alaska
Department of l'isli autl Galne
(Arkh'ess: lJ51 Research Ot., Kodiak,
Alaska 99615. Tele: 907-,186-1880).

It is aclvisable to check with refuge
personnel prir-rr to a visit to
rletennine v-hich activities are
alk-rr,t'ecl ancl r,vhat regulations appl5r.
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The mission of the Nationat Wildlife
'Sefuge System is 1o admipister a
- national network of lands and waters

for the conservation, managt
where appropriate,
wildlife and
habitats for the benel

.. -. future generations of


