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Amid the wild grander,ar
of lone@ distant islands,
soari%g clLffs, lnd
windswept shores, more
than lp7 million marine
bird,s qnd mu?Tn. Lals find
ideal hunbor.

Welcome to the Alaska
Mwitime lr{ational
Wildlife Refu,ge. ':

lslands of Four Mountains, eastern Aleutians
Ed Bailey / USFWS



For ouer 9,000
years, marine
ma,mmals and
bird,sfed, and
clothed, Alaska's
ear\iest coastal
peoples and gaae
rise to prosperous
ciailizations with
sophisticated
technology.

Young Marina Hod;ikof
andthe other residents
of Attu were captured, by
J apanese forces qnd held
i,n J apan for the durati,on
of the wan Nearlg half of
the 12 aillagers perished,
in captiai,ty. The ai.llagers
Lt)ere neaer allowed to return
home to Atttt+ i,nstead they
wereforced,by the U.S.
g oa ernment to re s ettle in
other communities.

Human Drama

Unangax (Aleut), Yup'ik, Inupiat,
Dena'ina Athabascan, Alutiiq, Haida,
and Tlingit people all have roots on
refuge lands.

Russians arrived in the 1700s, seeking
a wealth of furs. They subjugated
Natives and slaughtered sea otters
and fur seals. They upset the natural
balance by introducing foxes to
islands where wildlife evolved without
land predators.

After the U.S. purchase of Alaska in
1867, American trappers and traders
intensifled the outrages, prompting
the setting aside oflands for this
Refuge and an international treaty
protecting sea otters and fur seals.

In7942,War II came to Alaska.
Japanese forces swept into the
Aleutians, bombing Dutch Harbor
and seizing Kiska and Attu.
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WorldWar II
Valor intlte
Pacifi,c National
Monument
includes thts
bomber onAtka
Island. Tlwee
Alaska sites
were selectedto
tellthe story of
the sacrifi,ce ond
ualor of ciailians
and soldiers.

Alli,ad.forces
fougltt the long
andbloody
Aleutian
Campaign
(including the
Battle of Attu)
to rec\aim
American soil.

Agroup of
descend,ants
aisited tlr,e former
aillage site on
Attu with refuge
staffas part, of
aWWII Tsth
anniaersary
commemoration.
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In response to the Japanese
aggression, U.S. authorities
evacuated nine villages in the Aleutian
and Pribilof Islands. The people from
the Pribilofs went to F\rnter Bay in
Southeast Alaska. The conditions
were so inhumane that ten percent
of the people died from the cold, wet,
and crowded conditions.

Some people call the Aleutian
Campaign of WWII the Forgotten
War: " I'rn here to tell gou that for our
people - the Unangan people - it has
neuer beenforgotten and, it neaer
willbe." - Crystal Dushkin
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Alaska Maritime
I,{ ational Wildlife R efug e

Land within the Befuge Boundary
(includes some private land)

Refuge Headquarters
and Visitor Center
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Visiting the
Ferries, tour boats, and cruise
ships can transport you to parts ofthe
Refuge. Only Homer and Seward are
accessible by road, brrt all communities
in and near the Refup;e have scheduled
air service.

The best time to visit is from June
through August when marine birds
and mammals come ashore to breed
and raise young. Expect cold, wet,
windy weather and bring rain gear
and layers of warm clothing. There
are no campgrounds on the Refuge.
Nearby towns have lodging.

Visitor Genter
Come explore the adventure and wildlife of this remote
Refuge through exhibits, films, and guided walks and
talks at our Refuge visitor center (known locally as
Islands & Ocean). Special experiences can be arranged
for schools and other organized groups. Admission is
free of charge.
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Base map source: Esri, DigitalGl0be, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/AIrbus DS, USDA, USGS,

AeroGRlD,lGN. and the GIS User Community.
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Science
How do we monitor this vast
resource? It is impossible to visit
every seabird colony every year, so
we monitor just a fewwidely-spaced
colonies, collecting data on seabird
population trends, reproductive
success, and diets.

This red-faced
cormorant'is one

of the bi.rds we
study, watching

for changes
inthe marlne
enaironment

that signal
conseruati,on

problems.

.-

Th,e Refuge's R/V Tiglai su|tplies eight rentote cam,ps a,nd
supports a program of international marine research.

Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge
95 Sterling Highway
Homer, AIaska 99603
907235 6546

alaskamaritime@fws.gov
http ://a I as ka m a rit i m e.f ws. g ov

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
1 800/344 WltD
http://www.fws.gov

Federal Relay
1 800/877 8339 Voice and TTY

a
ha
eaa
=
d

,l

a
Bha

s
(-)

9

a

ha
D
=
o

o
O

!o

September 2018

f:tru )aw
v

7,

Crested
OCornelius ilelo


