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Their purposes and management 
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.ftI11KHIS of people annu
ally visit Sational Parks and 
\ational Forests, or in some way 
benefit frnni them, if any visi
tors mini lii I.mm more nlintil 
these public lands, llwir pur-
pases and management. 

itntli tin- Xational Park 
tvm unit the National Forest 
S v stem es etnplify conservation— 
the ni>i- use of our resources. 
in different, but equally impor
tant teays, each enriches the 
lives 11I tin- people of our \'a-
linn. 

This folder briefly describes 
tin- Xational Park System ami 
tin- National Forest System, the 
purposes for which each was 
established, and how each is 
managed for tin- benefit of nil 
Americans. 
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NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

T he National Park System is composed principally of 
areas of land and water of exceptional scenic, historic, 

or recreational interest and value. In the National Parks, 
all established by acts of Congress, geological features and 
all plant and animal life are carefully protected. The law 
requires that they be administered to provide for public 
enjoyment "in such manner and by such means as will leave 
them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations." 
They are thus, in a sense, great outdoor museums. Only such 
developments are permitted as are needed for the protection 
and administration of the areas or required for the comfort 
and convenience of those who visit them for the recreation 
and inspiration they offer. Research into the interpretation 
of the natural phenomena of these areas is an important part 
of the Service's work. 

All animal species receive equal protection, subject to 
sensible controls, virgin forests remain unlogged to go 
through their natural cycles, grazing is limited and is being 
steadily decreased, with the ultimate objective of elimi

nating it completely; lands, with a few exceptions specifically 
authorized by Congress, are not subject to mineral entry; 
impoundment of lakes or streams for irrigation, hydroelectric 
power, or other purposes is opposed in accordance with the 
principle recognized when the parks and monuments were 
exempted from the provisions of the 1920 Federal Power 
Commission Act. The basic policy is to preserve nature as 
created while providing areas for visitor appreciation and 
intelligent use. 

The National Park Service administers more than 200 
areas in the 50 states and in Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands. Three categories are used to classify park installa
tions: natural areas, historical areas, and recreational areas. 
Each year these properties, covering some 26 million acres, 
are enjoyed by more and more people. 

Today approximately 115 million annually visit the parks 
and forecasts indicate that this figure will reach 200 million 
in the 1970's. 

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM 

T he National Forest System comprises 154 National 
Forests and 19 National Grasslands in 41 States and 

Puerto Rico. These public lands are administered by the 
Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

As directed by Congress, renewable forest resources—water, 
timber, forage, wildlife, recreation—are managed under the 
principles of Multiple Use and Sustained Yield. Multiple 
Use means that resource management is coordinated so that 
areas of land produce a combination of values that best 
serves the American people. Sustained Yield means that 
resources are managed so as to provide services and prod
ucts at a level of supply as high as can be sustained without 
harming the land's ability to produce. Under such manage
ment, the National Forests represent the Nation's largest 
tangible accomplishment in forest resource conservation. 

Water from the forests irrigates millions of agricultural 
acres and is used for domestic and industrial purposes in 
hundreds of cities. Timber from the forests is manufactured 
into 5,000 products sold worldwide. National Forests and 
Grasslands provide habitat for millions of big and small 

game, game birds, and fish, and produce forage for 1,300.000 
cattle and 2,600,000 sheep. Forest recreation includes scenic 
drives, wilderness travel, picnicking, camping, hiking, skiing. 
swimming, boating and, subject to State conservation laws, 
some of the country's finest hunting and fishing. The Na
tional Forests are truly America's Playgrounds. 

The Forest Service pioneered in wilderness preservation in 
1924 when it set aside the Nation's first Wilderness. The 
initial 9.1 million acres of the National Wilderness Preserva
tion System created in 1964 are in 54 National Forest 
Wildernesses, previously classified as Wilderness, Wild, and 
Canoe Areas. Another 5V& million acres of the Notional 
Forests, set aside in 34 Primitive Areas, are being studied 
for possible inclusion in the wilderness system. 

The Forest Service has two other equally important re
sponsibilities. It maintains nine regional forest and range 
experiment stations, an Institute of Tropical Forestry, and a 
Forest Products Laboratory. It also directs programs to 
encourage and support better management and protection 
of forest lands in State and private ownership. 
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VISITING THE NATIONAL PARKS 

In carrying out the mandate which established the Notional 
Park Service, road- od campsite* have been con* 

Kructed by tin- fiber facil 

ation, are 
provided in the larger areas by priva Fhc 
Federal Government, iti rate public accom-
modii' tportation. 

Park rangers protect the parks from fire and acts of 

I n and perform many ark 

nat r historians . injuct toi 
Museums are found in many pat 

Regulations, which mu- are those of good 
manners and are for the protection of the natural features 

•sell as for your safety, convenience, and enjoyment of 
the parks. 

VISITING THE NATIONAL FORESTS 

H are 186 mill e Nation's magnib 

oiii ir around for public use an 

itie by car and public I 
union, and pu: numerous in pri-

i adjacent to tb 
The 

K u more tban 57,00 

from a few months to all year. Campfire permits are requii 
in • '-as, 

aed. 

tributing I iding 
i Inform.' 
tiiding au walking 

trails, campfire p ind 
exhibits, and Visitor Centt 
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