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A fleet of skipjacks sets sail for oyster beds (1921). Photo courtesy of the Mariners' Museum, Newport News, VA

Chesapeake Bay Gateways link you to those places and stories. By visiting
Bay Gateways you have the opportunity to experience, learn, and play in
one of the most unique estuaries on Earth.

The Chesapeake Bay is a vast area of extraordinary beauty, biological diversity,
and human history. It has inspired, challenged, and tested those who have
sailed its waters or traversed its lands.

As you come to know the mystery and wonders of the Chesapeake Bay
you become part of its environment and unique character. Take an active
role in conserving its resources and make a difference in the Bay's future.

For thousands of years the Bay has defined traditions and cultures.
Few places provide such a unique sense of place or have collected
such a rich library of natural and human stories as the Chesapeake Bay.
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Like pieces of a puzzle the Bay story

begins to emerge. Gateways tell stories
through places, with each one adding
to the whole.

The Chesapeake Bay holds a boundless supply of
stories. in the Gatewadys Netwuork, traveiers encounter
these stories at every turn--while touring picturesque
lighthouses, paddling winding creeks, sailing old
skipjacks, strolling wooded trails, visiting historical
sites and savoring local traditions. There are more
than 100 Gateways in all, and the diverse stories
fit together like a puzzle, with each new tale
adding to the whole. It's through this Network that
travelers come to see the connections that bind all
of the Bay’s special places together and imbue them
with an authenticity that’s Chesapeake through
and through.

The stories of the Bay stretch back in time some
15,000 years. That's when the immense Wisconsin
ice sheet, more than a mile thick, melted and
flooded the ancient Susquehanna River valley. The
shape of the Bay reveals those glacial origins. Its
main stem stretches for 180 miles, making it one of
the world's largest estuaries. Nearly 12,000 miles of
shoreline wind along its waters and tidal rivers. The
Bay reaches depths of 175 feet in a few places,
but it is shallow overall averaging only 22 feet. Some
of its rocks, soils and fossils date to times when
elephant-like mammoths roamed the landscape.

Photo courtesy of Virginia State Parks.

Kayaking at Wesrmorefand State Park is a great way
to see the evidence of the Bay's origins.

A moderate climate, essential wetlands and a varied
ecosystem make the Bay one of the most diverse
habitats for wildlife in the United States. Perhaps
that natural abundance is what drew the first
human explorers to the region 11,500 years ago.

They arrived as nomadic hunters, but over the course
of centuries came to adopt a more agrarian lifestyle.
They farmed the Bay's shores and fished its waters,
settling into stable villages with growing populations.

The waterways of the Bay provided the natural
routes these Indian tribes traveled as they traded
and interacted with one another. Their vibrant
cultures were well-established by the time European
explorers arrived.
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Mallows and Cardinal flowers. At some gateway sites you can
explore natural, primordial landscapes.

Many of their tribal names remain closely linked
with the Bay and its rivers today: the Potomacs, the
Susquehannocks, the Pocomokes, the Nanticokes,
Rappahannocks and others.

In 1607 English colonists entered the Chesapeake
Bay and founded Jamestown. Under the leadership
of Captain John Smith, they became the first
Europeans to explore the whole of the Bay. In his
journals, Smith chronicled conditions that will sound
familiar to today’s Chesapeake boaters: summer
squalls, quiet waters, shallow creeks and wooded
shorelines.

Photo courtesy of Maryland Dept. of Tourism

Stories of colonial life are told at Historic Saint Mary's
City, Jamestown, and other Gateways

P10oto by Veronique LeVelly

Gateways like the Pride of Baltimore Il can take you back to the days when "Privateers” roamed the Chesapeake.

Like the Indians before them, European settlers saw
the potential of this vast inland sea, with its fertile
shores and navigable rivers. Another Chesapeake
settlement soon arose at St. Mary’s City, Maryland.
The decades that followed brought waves of new
settlers. Many were drawn to the region to seek their
fortunes and freedoms. Others were Africans, who
arrived aboard slave ships, bound for lives of servitude.

Ships loaded with corn and tobacco were soon
headed down on rivers and through the Bay to
coastal ports. From there, goods were shipped across
the Atlantic to European markets. Chesapeake
plantations flourished, growing so large that many
supported their own harbor and shipbuilding facilities.

The combination of American Indians,
Africans, and Europeans created new
cultures centered in the Chesapeake.
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The Chesapeake became an agricultural landscape in the 18th and
19th centuries, often with tobacco as a key crop. Gateways like
Chippokes State Park and others tell this story.

The maritime and plantation cultures that took
shape on the Bay during colonial times were
centered on the Bay’s abundant resources and
convenient shipping routes. By the time the fight
for American independence erupted in 1775,
700,000 people were living in the region. The Bay
itself proved instrumental in the American victory-
the British surrendered after their main army was
encircled at the port city of Yorktown, Virginia.

After the Revolution, the Bay’s waterways became
a haven for “privateers,” pirates who used
schooners specially designed to zip around river
bends, squeeze into snug harbors and outrun
blockades.

These vessels were the forerunners of the swift
merchant ships known as Baltimore Clippers, one
famous example of the Bay-bred ingenuity
Chesapeake craftsmen have shown over the centuries.

Ongoing tensions with Great Britain erupted into
war again in 1812. The British soon advanced up
the Bay, marched into Washington, D.C. and burned
the White House. In 1814, their Navy returned to
take Baltimore. There, they encountered a small
group of patriots at Fort McHenry who stood their
ground in the face of a punishing overnight
bombardment. As dawn broke, a tattered " Star
Spangled Banner” still waved over the fort.
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The defense of Fort McHenry during a British naval attack on
Baltimore. The events of that day inspired Francis Scott Key to
pen what would become our National Anthem.

For the next hundred years, new technologies and
transportation routes fueled the growing Bay
economy. New canals opened up markets to
Chesapeake merchants shipping goods up and
down Bay tributaries.

The Bay’s economy stalled when the Civil War broke
out, disrupting the flow of commerce and the markets
for trade. Just as it did in the Revolutionary War and
the War of 1812, the Bay played a strategic role

in the conflict. Naval vessels ferried troops and
supplies up the Bay, the James and other major rivers.

By the late 19th century the Bay's landscape was
changing as never before. Most of the region’s
old-growth forests were cut down, and farmers
cleared more than 40 percent of the land for crops,
especially wheat, corn and tobacco.

How is The |

New technologies and vessels helped,
but it was the backbreaking work of
harvesting the Chesapeake that welded
the people of the Bay together.
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Wwacernen iarvest the Bay's (it bounty of wabs, uysters and fisi.
This way of life is a distinctive part of the Bay story, told at many
Gateways.

Just as new technologies
helped expand commerce
in the region, so did a
new hreed of fishing
vessels boost the harvests
of fish and shellfish from
the Bay. Those who make
their living from the
waters of the Bay are
known as “watermen,”
a term unique to the
Chesapeake.

Watermen have long
occupied a prominent
place not just in the
economy of the region, but in its mystique as well.
They began switching from their old log canoes to
newer bugeyes and skipjacks in the 1860s. Many
worked year-round, through cold winters and stifling
summers alike, harvesting oysters half the year and
crabs the other half. Others made their livings taking
clams, menhaden and other fish from the Bay.

Phato by Middleton Evans

Crabbing off of Smith Island

Bay markets stretching from Norfolk to Baltimore
counted on the watermen’s harvest. In 1879 alone,
more than 17 million bushels of oysters were taken
from the Bay. By the end of the 19th century, more
than 2,000 vessels were dredging oysters on the
Bay's shallow waters.

By 1900 more than 3 million people lived in the Bay
region. Its economy continued to boom, with
railroads now carrying the bounty of the Bay to
previously inaccessible inland markets. On the Bay
itself, boats remained the primary means of
transportation. Steamships flourished, crisscrossing
the Bay with passengers and cargo headed from
city to town and back again. Ferries carted people
across rivers and the Bay.

The Bay now became a place people also traveled
in search of recreation and renewal. The first
generation of Bay-side beaches, resorts and
amusement parks sprung up on the western shore.

The opening of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge in 1952
made the Eastern Shore much more accessible to
travelers. A similar transformation took place on the
water; over time, recreational boats began to
outnumber work boats in many Bay communities.
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those who depend on it for their livelihood or those seeking to tame it
on a warm afternoon.

| Today, the Bay remains in
tune with its rich traditions.
8 With the population of the
)| region at 15.7 million--and
growing--the Chesapeake
is one of the nation’s busiest
maritime corridors. More
than 10,000 ocean-going
vessels carry 100 million
tons of cargo in and out
of the Bay every year. The
military presence remains
strong, with scores of
Naval ships concentrated
in Norfolk. Watermen are
still at work harvesting the Bay's crabs, oysters and
fish--the blue crab harvest alone sold for an average
of more than $50 million a year during the 1990s.
Their work boats now share the Bay's waterways
with hundreds of thousands of recreational boats
and growing numbers of canoes and kayaks.
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Fishing at Wye Island

Gateways are your route into the natural, historical,
cultural and recreational wonders of the Bay. The
stories that unfold at these special Chesapeake
places speak to the power of nature, the growth
of a nation and the wonders of the human spirit
These stories help newcomers understand why the
Bay is such a national treasure. And they remind
those who've lived here for generations of who
they are and where they come from. Visiting
Gateways takes you straight to the heart of the
Chesapeake.

Phato by Middleton Evans.

Quiet afternoon fishing and canoeing at Gunpowder State Park
With thousands of miles of rivers, streams and open water, the
Bay watershed is a haven for recreational boating.

What Can | Do?

Most Chesapeake Bay Gateways are located near the
shores of the Bay or one of its tidal rivers, but some
lie surprisingly far afield. The Susquehanna River
Trail is in central Pennsylvania, and the Chemung
Basin River Trail is way up in New York. What can
such faraway places possibly have to do with the
Bay? Everything!

The Bay is an estuary, which means it's a place where
fresh and ocean waters meet and mingle. Fresh
water flows into the Bay from more than 150 major
rivers and 100,000 smaller tributaries. All told, the
watershed it drains covers 64,000 square miles and
stretches into West Virginia, Delaware as well as
New York and Pennsylvania.

More than 3,000 species of plants and animals live
in the Bay, all linked in complex and interdependent
ways. But the fact that sediments, nutrients and other
pollutants from every corner of the watershed end up
in the rivers and the Bay poses serious problems.

When you think about it that way, Gateways up in
New York and Pennsylvania aren’t so far away after all.
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American Indians called it "great shellfish bay.”
Captain John Smith joked that its waters were so
thick with fish his crew could lean over and “catch
them with our frying pan.” Indians, colonists, farmers,
merchants, industrialists, watermen and developers
--they've all relied on the resources of the Bay.

But all the growth and expansion the watershed
has experienced over the centuries has taken a
toll. Oysters were once so abundant that ships ran
aground on oyster reefs; today's harvest levels are
just 8 percent of what they were in the 1950s.
The population of the Bay's signature blue crab is
declining. Underwater grasses critical to the health
of many different species have increased since
record low levels in the 1980s, however, they are
only at 61% of the interim restoration goal.

But the Bay remains an inspiring force. That's why
one of the country’s largest restoration efforts is
under way right here. Established in 1983, the
Chesapeake Bay Program guides cooperative
efforts by Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, the

More Atlantic Blue Crabs are harvested from the Bay then any

other place on Earth - 50 to 75 million pounds each year.
District of Columbia, the Chesapeake Bay
Commission and the Federal government. The
Program has set ambitious, concrete goals for the
Bay's future.

While significant strides have been made, imposing
challenges still remain. The population of the
watershed is expected to grow by another 2 million
over the next 20 years. That means more houses,
more roads, more sprawling subdivisions. That
means rising demand for food, water and energy.
The pollution that accompanies such growth poses
risks not just for the Bay's beauty and resources,
but for its people and their traditions as well.

Everyone who visits the Bay can make a difference
for its future.

When Visiting Chesapeake Bay Gateways:

@ Learn the stories of the place you are visiting and how
it relates to the Bay.

@ Ask about opportunities to volunteer in a conservation
project.

@ Respect local traditions and private property.
@ Support local farmers, fishermen and businesses

@ Leave no trace of your travels. Dispose of trash properly.
Don't do any damage to trails or shorelines.

@ Be a responsible boater, Don't disturb sensitive habitats
and bay grasses. Minimize wakes in shallow water and
near shore.

@ |f you fish; practice catch and release.

The millions of Chesapeake travelers who return to
homes that lie within the watershed can live in
Bay-responsible ways all year round.

At home:

@ Conserve water and electricity. Drive less.

® Use fewer toxic chemicals, cleaners, and pesticides,
whether they go down the drain or run off the
land they end up in the Bay

@ Plant native trees and shrubs, especially along streams.

Use as little fertilizer as possible

Support Bay and local watershed conservation efforts
and get involved with local land-use issues that can
make a difference for the Bay.

For More Information:

Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network
www.baygateways.net

Chesapeake Bay Program
www.chesapeakebay.net

Chesapeake Bay Program Office
410 Severn Avenue, Suite 109
Annapolis, MD 21403

1 - 800 - YOUR BAY

Chesapeake Bay Program
A Watorshed Partnership

Printed on recycled paper with vegetable inks
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