
Welcome To Lower Owyhee 
Canyon Watchable Wildlife Area 

The federal lands of the Owyhee 
Canyon from the Owyhee Dam to the 
mouth of the canyon have been 
designated as a "watchable wildlife 
area," part of a national program to 
foster appreciation of America's 
wildlife heritage. 

The canyon is home to a wide variety 
of animals, and is especially noted for 
its birds. Even beginning naturalists 
can see interesting wildlife here if they 
are patient and prepared. 

Please, help keep the Lower Owyhee 
Canyon a safe and clean habitat for 
animals andpeople. Pick up litter when 
you find it. Respect private property. 
Be careful with fire, and drive 
defensively. 

Great Blue Heron and 
Black-Crowned Night Heron 

Beaver 

To Look For Wildlife, 
Look For Their Habitat... 

All animals need habitat, a place to 
call home. Every type of animal, or 
species, has different habitat needs, 
but all habitats are made of a few 
basic things: food, water, and cover. 

The Lower Owyhee Canyon is noted for 
its rich riparian habitat (riparian is the 
green area immediately adjacent to 
water). This riparian zone is especially 
productive when compared to the arid 
sagebrush uplands above the river. 

By concentrating on where animals 
hunt, feed, rest, nest and hide you can 
almost always find interesting animals 
to view. 

Suggested viewing locations 
in the canyon are marked 
with this international 
Watchable Wildlife symbol. 

This Area is administered by the BLM 
in cooperat ion with the US 
Department of Interior Bureau of 
Reclamation. You can help 
manage this area by reporting your 
sightings and reommendationstothe 
Vale District. 

Bureau of Land Management 
Vale District, Oregon 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY! 
For medical or other emergencies, 
or to report wildfires... 

DIAL 9 - 1 - 1 

To report wildlife violations or 
poaching, call Toll Free... 

1-800-452-7888 

To report non-emergency crimes 
on BLM lands, call the Vale" District 
at (503) 473-3144, or call Toll Free... 

1 - 800 - 333 - 7283 

Long-Tailed Weasel 

For more information, contact: 
Bureau of Land Management 
Vale District 
100 Oregon St. 
Vale, Oregon 97918 
(503)473-3144 



Wildlife Viewing Tips-
Move S-L-O-W-L-Y! whether walking or 
driving. Cars make good viewing blinds. 
If you see animals while in your car, stay 
in it and the wildlife will probably not be 
frightened away. 

Don't forget your binoculars! 

Remember that timing is important! 
Some animals are present only at 
certain times of the year. Others only 
come out at night. Almost all animals 
are most active early in the morning 
and late in the evening. Sunrise and 
sundown are the best times to watch 
for wildlife. 

Nighthawk 

Wear clothing that blends with the 
surroundings! Avoid bright solid colors. 
Camouflage outfits are widely 
available and work well. 

If you want to learn more about wildlife 
viewing, a good field guide is essential. 
Most bookstores sell a number of 
different editions. Many libraries check 
out field guides. 

Have an enjoyable visit! 

Bobcat 

Common Animals of the 
Lower Owyhee Canyon 
Amphibians: 

D Pacific tree frog 
D Bull frog 
D Western Toad 
n Great basin spadefoot toad 

Reptiles: 
D Western yellow bellied racer 
D Great Basin gopher snake 
D Common garter snake 
D Western rattlesnake 

Mammals: 
a Mule deer 
• Coyote 
D Bobcat 
• River otter 
D Striped skunk 
CI Short-tailed weasel 
• Long-tailed weasel 
• Mink 
D Black-tailed Jackrabbit 
D Mountain cottontail rabbit 
• Beaver 
• Sagebrush vole 
• Montane vole 
• Desert woodrat 
• Deer mouse 
• Porcupine 
• Yellow bellied marmot 

Most Common Birds of the 
Lower Owyhee Canyon 
Period of occurance: R = Year round resident; 
W = Winter; S = Spring through fall; B = Breeding 

D Double crested cormorant Summer - Fall 
D Black crowned night heron R 
D Great egret S.B 
• Great blue heron R.B 
• Canada goose R.B 
• Mallard duck R.B 
• Cinnamon teal R.B 
D Wood duck R.B 
• Common merganser R.B 
D Turkey vulture S.B 
• Golden eagle R.B 
• Northern bald eagle W 
• Red-tailed hawk R.B 
• American kestrel (sparrow hawk) R.B 
D California quail R.B 
• KildeerS.B 
• Spotted sandpiper S.B 
D Mourning dove S.B 
• Long-eared owl R.B 
• Great horned owl R.B 
• Common nighthawk (bull bat) S.B 
D Belted kingfisher R.B 
• Northern flicker R.B 
• Western kingbird S.B 
• Northern rough-winged swallow S.B 
• Cliff swallow S.B 
• Barn swallow S.B 
• Black-billed magpie R.B 
• Black capped chickadee R.B 
• Red-breasted nuthatch R.B 
D Rock wren S.B 
• House wren S.B 
• American robin R.B 
• Cedar waxwing S.B 
• Yellow warbler S.B 
• Yellow rumped warbler S.B 
• Western tanager S.B 
• Dark-eyed junco R.B 
• Northern oriole S.B 
• Brown headed cowbird S.B 
D Red-winged blackbird R.B 
• Brewers blackbird R.B 
D American goldfinch S.B 

'Wildlife drawings courtesy of Oregon Department of 
Fish & Wildlife Killdeer and Spotted Sandpiper 
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